
KATHLEEN FLENNIKEN 

The Physiology of Joy 

In the bleakest centers of the body, researchers 

have discovered tiny pockets of joy, 
like the undersized bubbles that cling 
to the corners of parched mouths. 

We're trying to understand, the spokesman said. 

He was staring into the camera. They might be 

an immune system response to pain 
or evidence that joy 
in order to be released 

must coalesce to a critical mass. 

Then he leaned into our living room 

to confide 

that in his college anatomy class, 
sometimes the bodies would sigh 
at the end of a long dissection, 
an unaccountable flutter under his hands. 

Once he was last one out 

of that blue gymnasium of a laboratory. 
I don't know if it's proof, he said, 

but when I switched off the lights 
the transom windows glowed. 

102 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 102

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 33, No. 1 (Spring, 2003), pp. i-vi, 1-180
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [p. v-v]
	At the Collision Between [pp. 1-11]
	Second Hand [pp. 12-20]
	The Thing to Watch out For [pp. 21-22]
	Red Hymnal [p. 23-23]
	Green Hymnal [p. 24-24]
	Cordial [p. 25-25]
	Dear Pastoral [p. 26-26]
	Dear Devotional [p. 27-27]
	The Bridge at Arta [p. 28-28]
	Storylines: Synchronicity [pp. 29-31]
	Harriet Beecher Stowe: Scribbler [p. 32-32]
	Self Portrait(s) [pp. 33-52]
	New Husband [pp. 53-66]
	Still Located at the Gingerbread House, 1981 [p. 67-67]
	Ending in the Definition of the Ancient Greek Word "Eion" [p. 68-68]
	The New Year of Yellow [p. 69-69]
	The Injury [p. 70-70]
	A Family History [p. 71-71]
	Song (Someday My Prince Will Come) [p. 72-72]
	The World of Noise [p. 73-73]
	Demons in Texas [p. 74-74]
	The Window Girls Move past Continually: Thoughts on Photography [pp. 75-88]
	Me Bastard, You Bastard: Multiculturalism at Home and Abroad [pp. 89-100]
	The Golem [p. 101-101]
	The Physiology of Joy [p. 102-102]
	Sotto Voce [pp. 103-104]
	As Well Him as Another [pp. 105-106]
	Charlie Brown in the Dead of Night [pp. 107-108]
	The Wounded Angel [pp. 109-121]
	Heroes of 1974 [pp. 122-137]
	The Lessing Table [p. 138-138]
	To the Reader [p. 139-139]
	What Was to Happen Already Occurred [p. 140-140]
	Sun Spots [p. 141-141]
	Cracked Leaf Ghazal [p. 142-142]
	We Might Change [p. 143-143]
	Orange Cat [pp. 144-145]
	Table and Chair [pp. 146-154]
	The Telephone Book [pp. 155-158]
	On Seamus Heaney's Hair [pp. 159-163]
	In Your Care [pp. 164-165]
	4 a.m. [p. 166-166]
	Map for Leaving [p. 167-167]
	Some Roads in Iowa [pp. 168-169]
	Wyoming [p. 170-170]
	Edge of the World [p. 171-171]
	Life Story [p. 172-172]
	Samson [p. 173-173]
	We Speak of You, Virginia Woolf [pp. 174-175]
	Back Matter



