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From Mirror of Private Troubles 

(Berkeley: Kala, forthcoming 2003) 

Self-Portrait 

In the footsteps of my history 
And shadow, I am caught 
In the half light of remembering, 

The house, the mouth, 

The woman, whose cotton-coiled 

Waist is the yearning for an India far away; 

In the archipelago dusk, 

This world is a water kingdom 
That swims and hisses, 

And urges a love for the shimmering hills, 

The parched sand, the plaited rain, 

Where, Malaya, my freedom, 
Is a dark face reflected in this sea. 

116 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 116

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 33, No. 2 (Fall, 2003), pp. i-vi, 1-182
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi, 182]
	The History of the: First, We Weren't Anyone; I Had a Book Once [pp. 1-9]
	The Calculus of Felicity [pp. 10-20]
	What Forgiveness? [pp. 21-36]
	Mary's Blood [pp. 37-38]
	Child Resting on Her Desk [pp. 39-40]
	Absence [p. 41-41]
	Part Song [p. 42-42]
	16 [p. 43-43]
	18 [p. 44-44]
	Big Brother [pp. 45-57]
	Self-Portrait as Critic with Body [pp. 58-92]
	Poem for the End of Time [pp. 93-111]
	Brief Appearances [pp. 112-115]
	A Portfolio of Work from the International Writing Program
	Self-Portrait [p. 116-116]
	Varnam [p. 117-117]
	Griotte [p. 118-118]
	Origami [p. 119-119]
	Sagada Stills in a Floating World [p. 120-120]
	The Vow [pp. 121-123]
	1912 [p. 124-124]
	Time Is Strange [pp. 125-126]
	Trembesi [pp. 127-128]
	Sita's Fire [p. 129-129]
	Iulie [pp. 130-135]
	Ovid in Extremis [p. 136-136]
	Bread upon the Waters [p. 137-137]
	Fool for Love [p. 138-138]
	Pity the Fool [p. 139-139]
	Fools Give You Reasons [p. 140-140]
	The Fall [p. 141-141]
	John Albert [pp. 142-144]
	The Rice Artist [pp. 145-146]
	What They Lost [pp. 147-159]
	Covenant in April [p. 160-160]
	The Gleaning [p. 161-161]
	Three Score and Then Some [p. 162-162]
	Comfortcrow [p. 163-163]
	Viatica 12 [p. 164-164]
	Some Thoughts on "A Mind Thinking" [pp. 165-177]

	Back Matter



