
NOTES AND COMMENT 

Central College at Pella has recently announced the establish
ment of an archives department with l\'.frs. Robert Lautenbach as 
archivist. The main purpose of this department will be the co:!.lec
tion and preservation of manuscript materials concerning Pella 
and the Dutch settlement there. 

The Newberry Library at Chicago has received a large collection 
of materials relating to the land grant policy of the government 
and the history of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad. 
It has also acquired the letter books and papers of Victor F. Law
son, former owner and publisher of the Chicago Daily News. 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has launched a pro
gram for the construction of a museum 1uilding to be built on the 
University campus on a site already granted by the board of re
gents. The movement has been started at this time because two 
large private collections are possible additions to the present col
lection if suitable housing for them is guaranteed. 

Mrs. Frederick G. Murray of Cedar Rapids was chosen the 
American l\'.fother-of-the-Y ear for 194 7 by the American Mothers' 
Committee of the Golden Rule Foundation. Mrs. Murray, the 
mother of three daughters and two sons, has been active in social 
welfare activities and has written a number of articles for The 
Palirnpsest and THE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS. 

The Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa held its twenty
ninth biennial meeting at Des Moines on March 12, 1947, with 
more than thirty members in attendance. The new officers chosen 
were Justice Halleck J. Mantz of Audubon, president, C. F. Clark 
of Cedar Rapids, vice president, and Emory H. English of Des 
Moines, secretary. Portraits of former Governor George W. 
Clarke and Col. William Patterson of Keokuk were presented to 
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the State Department of History and Archives. At a joint session 
with both houses of the General Assembly the address ,vas delivered 
by the Honor-able Lloyd Thurston, formerly Representative in 

Congress. 



CONTRIBUTORS 

JACOB A. SvnsRER, R esearch Associate of the State His
torical Society of Iowa. (See THE low.A J OURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS, January, 1945, p. 112, and .April, 1946, p. Z24.) 

WIILIAnf J. P ETERSEN, R esearch Associate of the State His
torical Society of Iowa. (See THE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS, July, 1946, p. 336.) 

CHARLES W. CRUIKSHANK. B orn on a farm in Franklin 
Township, Lee County, Iowa, on March 25, 1863. Died at 
1\'.lt. Pleasant, Iowa, on April 17, 1947. (See also THE Iowa 
JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND P OLITICS, April, 1940, p. 224.) 

EARLE DUDLEY Ross, Professor of Il istory, Iowa State Col
lege, Ames, Iowa, contributor to th April, 1947, issue. Born 
at Ross Hill, Tioga County, New York, on December 20, 1885. 
Received the P h. B. degree from Syracuse University in 1912, 
and the P h. D. degree from the same institution in 1915. (See 
also THE low.A JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND P OLITICS, July, 1926, 
p. 508, October, 1932, p. 592, and April, 1947, p . 231. ) 
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