LEGAL HOLIDAYS IN I0WA

JANUARY — JUNE

The word, holiday, is a corruption of holy day, meaning a
day set apart by the church in honor of some mmportant
event or saintly personage.! In Catholic countries the
large number of holidays was frequently so embarrassing
to the civil authorities that the government interfered to
curb this churchly zeal for holy days. The same situation
once prevailed in India where the British found the Hin-
dus unable to give more than two hundred days of work
during the year because of their holidays.

In contrast with continental countries, the English have
indulged in relatively few periodical celebrations. RKven
the anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo was observed
merely by private gatherings during the life of the Duke of
Wellington. ‘‘Political feasts and fasts’’, one author
writes, ‘‘have had no vitality except when associated with
party struggles, and even in this sense they are becoming
obsolete. A few obstinate Orangemen glorify themselves

1A number of excellent references may he consulted by those interested in
pursuing the general subject of holidays: Florence Adams and Elizabeth
McCarrick’s Highdays & Holidays; R. Chamber’s The Book of Days; Edward
M. Deems’s Holy-Days and Holidays; George W. Douglas’s The American
Book of Days; James L. and Mary K. Ford’s Every Day in the Year; Mary E.
Hazeltine’s Anniversaries and Holidays; and William S. Walsh ’s Curiosities
of Popular Customs.

The attention of the reader is particularly ealled to a series of antnologies
entitled Our American Holidays, edited by Robert Haven Schauffler, which
contain verses, plays, stories, addresses, special articles, orations, ete. The
titles of these volumes include Arbor Day, Armistice Day, Christmas, Flag
Day, Independence Day, Washington’s Birthday, and Columbus Day. Another
series compiled and edited by Mr. Schaufller is entitled The Days We Celebrate
and includes such volumes as Celebrations for Festivals, Celebrations for Pa-
triotic Days, and Celebrations for Special Oceasions.
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very absurdly on the anniversary of the battle of the
Boyne, Guy Fawkes still amuses children on the 5th of
November, but the questionable memories of Stuart tri-
umphs and the annual remembrance of the great revolution
had died out of the minds of men long before it was deter-
mined to obliterate them from the pages of the Prayer
Bo0oki4t2

The Puritans caused all holy days to be given up and the
Stuarts were able to revive only Christmas and Good Fri-
day. It was not until 1865 that a Liberal candidate ran on
a pledge for more holidays. The English Bank Holiday
Law of 1871 made all negotiable paper falling due on cer-
tain holidays payable on the next following secular day,
whereas an obligation falling due on Sunday is payable the
preceding Saturday.®

Since the United States inherited so much in the way of
history and tradition from the British it is not surprising
that relatively few holidays have been observed in this
country. HKEach of the forty-eight States has its own legal
holidays which are prescribed by statute. Others are ob-
served by popular agreement. New Year’s Day, the Fourth
of July, Thanksgiving, and Christmas are the best known
and most frequently observed of our American holidays.

The first generation of Iowa pioneers were hard-working
men and women who found little time for relaxation. The
Fourth of July was well-nigh universally observed by lowa
communities; Christmas festivals generally centered in the
home, although churches and sometimes towns sponsored
Yuletide celebrations. A few other holidays were observed
from time to time in widely scattered parts of the State.
As late as the 1860’s, however, a Jones County pioneer re-

2 Walsh’s Curiosities of Popular Customs, p. 537. Orangemen i1n Canada
and the Umted States still celebrate the Battle of the Boyne.

8 Walsh’s Curiosities of Popular Customs, pp. 90, 538.
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called that the Fourth of July was the only free day
granted a farm hand between March and November.*

The need for more holidays was expressed early in Towa
history. Referring to the Christmas-New Year season
which had just passed, the Bloomington [Muscatine] Her-
ald of January 3, 1845, declared that holidays afforded the
‘“‘sons and daughters of men’’ an excellent opportunity to
““‘turn aside from the weightier matters of life’’ and re-
fresh their ‘‘drooping spirits’’ by a kindly social exchange
“‘at least once in a twelvemonth.’’

With commendable foresight the editor continued:
““There should be some regular periods in the lapse of time
— some points in our life’s weary pilgrimage — when we
can pause upon our journey, and, forgetting alike our joys
and sorrows, compare notes with such as are prosecuting
the same journey as ourselves — join in the song of joy
with such as a kind Providence has preserved from most
afflictive ills — mingle the holy tear of sympathy with the
grief-stricken ones around us — bid the rose bloom again
upon the pale cheek of the starving children of want — dry
up the tear drops in the eyes of those who mourn — bid the
pulse of the sick and weary return to its ‘healthful music’
—and the hearts of the widow and the fatherless leap
again for joy.””

During a conversation with an ‘‘intelligent German’’ in
1848 a Davenport editor learned that he preferred his
native land to the United States. ‘“Here,”’ the German
pointed out, ‘‘every man’s time is devoted to making
money, it is the engrossing subject of conversation ; there,
sports and pastimes and gala days serve to pass the time
more pleasantly and happily.”’

¢ William J. Petersen’s ‘“‘The Birthday of the Territory?’’, ““*Christmas in
Towa’’, and ‘‘Homespun Amusements’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. XVI, pp. 373-
378, Vol. XIX, pp. 241-250, 485-494; 0. J. Felton’s ‘‘Pioneer Life in Jones
County’’ in THE IoWA JOURNAL orF HISTORY AND PoLITICS, Vol. XXIX, p. 251,
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The Davenport editor was inclined to admit the truth of
this eriticism. Americans, he wrote, were a money-making
and a money-loving people, who stood in danger of be-
coming enslaved by their passion for gold. ‘‘It would be
better for our community — as it would exert an amelio-
rating influence upon character’’, he cautioned, ‘‘did we
frequently relax the mind by engaging in harmless pas-
times. The mind, ever expanded to its utmost tension by
business and its attendant cares, becomes so thoroughly
mmpregnated with the one desire of acquiring wealth, that
all others become subservient to the passion thus engen-
dered. We want more holidays, more gatherings of an in-
tellectual and convivial nature, calculated to weld the
divided state of society into one harmonious whole. Gath-
erings where all can meet on common ground, interchange
sentiment and for the time being, banish from the mind the
harassing and perplexing cares attendant, as shadows,
upon our daily avocations. As society becomes more en-
lightened, we believe that more attention will be devoted to
intellectual and physical pastimes that by thus directing
and freeing the mind, it may forsake the well-worn channel
through which its ideas so continually flow.’’5

Holidays, of course, are of different kinds. Some are en-
tirely religious in their significance and are of interest only
to the religious group which establishes them. Some relate
to national events in foreign countries and in the United
States, where people from many nations are represented.
Such national celebrations are common among Irish, Ger-
mans, French, Czechs, and other national and racial
groups. Some are related to events in the history of the
United States. Others, such as Valentine’s Day, are re-
minders of old legends or customs. Often the meaning of
these has been forgotten but the custom lingers as a feature

5 Davenport Gazette, June 22, 1848,
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of dinners, parties, dances, and public meetings. Some are
recognized by law; others are observed only on private
mmitiative. Fven those recognized by law are not all on the
same basis. New Year’s Day, for example, is a legal holi-
day in Iowa and is not counted in business dealings. A
note which becomes due on that date, or on Sunday, is not
payable until the following day. Such days are real legal
holidays. On the other hand Mother’s Day is recognized by
law but not made a special legal holiday since it always
falls on Sunday. Tt is, however, generally well observed.
On the other hand, the day of a general election is a busi-
ness holiday although, aside from the campaigning and
voting, there is little observance.

In this article the holidays which have been described are
the legal holidays, the ones set apart as such by law. The
observance of these holidays is, however, largely dictated
by popular sentiment and not by law. It is not from books
of law or codes alone that the story of these holidays may
be gleaned. While the nature and extent of these holiday
festivals varied somewhat in different Towa communities —
depending on such factors as nationality, religion, the cus-
tom of the region whence the pioneers came, the population
of a community, and its accessibility to the more settled
areas back east — the overall picture has been somewhat
the same. Details may be gleaned from the diaries of pio-
neers and the reminiscences of old settlers, from the procla-
mations of the Governors of Iowa, and more especially
from the yellowed files of our early Territorial and State
newspapers.

For almost thirty years following the opening of the
Black Hawk Purchase in 1833 the laws of both the Terri-
tory and State remained silent on legal holidays, but on
April 7, 1862, the General Assembly of the State of Towa
enacted a measure which declared :
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The first day of the week, called Sunday; the first day of Janu-
ary ; the fourth day of July; the twenty-fifth day of December,
and any day appointed or recommended by the Governor of this
State, or by the President of the United States, as a day of fasting
or of thanksgiving, shall be regarded as holidays for all purposes
relating to the presenting for payment or acceptance, and the pro-
testing and giving notice of the dishonor of bills of exchange, bank
checks and promissory notes; and any of such obligations (or such
as are denominated bank or mercantile paper) falling due on any
of the days above named, shall be considered and treated as and
falling due on the succeeding day.®

The legislature was slow to recognize other holidays and
it was not until 1880 that the addition of the words ‘‘thirti-
eth day of May’’ to the Code section established Memorial
Day. Ten years later, in 1890, the Code was further re-
vised by adding ‘‘the first Monday in September’’ or Labor
Day to the list of legal holidays. At the time the Code of
1897 was adopted, the General Assembly added Washing-
ton’s birthday and ‘‘the day of the general election’’ as
falling in the same category of holidays. Despite the infiu-
ence of the G. A. R. it was not until 1909 that the Thirty-
third General Assembly included Lincoln’s birthday among
Towa’s holidays. On March 23, 1921, the Thirty-ninth Gen-
eral Assembly designated November 11th as a legal holiday
in honor of the signing of the Armistice.”

The Code of 1939 summarized Iowa holidays as follows:

The first day of the week, called Sunday, the first day of Janu-
ary, the twelfth day of February, the twenty-second day of Febru-
ary, the thirtieth day of May, the fourth day of July, the first
Monday in September, the eleventh day of November, the twenty-
fifth day of December, and the following Monday, whenever any
of the foregoing named legal holidays may fall on a Sunday, the
day of general election, and any day appointed or recommended by

6 Laws of Iowa, 1862, Ch, 116.

7 Laws of Iowa, 1880, Ch. 31, 1890, Ch. 45, 1909, Ch. 193, 1921, Ch. 62;
Code of 1897, See. 3053.
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the governor of this state or by the president of the United States
as a day of fasting or thanksgiving, shall be regarded as holidays
for all purposes relating to the presentation for payment or ac-
ceptance, and for the protesting and giving notice of the dishonor
of bills of exchange, drafts, bank checks. orders, and promissory
notes, and any bank or mercantile paper falling due on any of the
days above named shall be considered as falling due on the suc-
ceeding business day.®

This law for the first time included the words ‘‘and the
following Monday, whenever any of the foregoing named
legal holidays may fall on a Sunday’’. It may be noted that
Thanksgiving Day was never included specifically, In-
stead, the Code of 1939 (adopted the year President Roose-
velt moved Thanksgiving from the last Thursday to the
third Thursday in November) includes among the holidays
‘‘any day appointed or recommended by the governor of
this state or by the president of the United States as a day
of fasting or thanksgiving’’.

The Fiftieth General Assembly did not change this
phrasing when it passed the following ‘‘Rules of a General
Nature” for ‘‘Computing Time?’’ with reference to holi-
days:

In computing time under these Rules the first day shall be ex-
cluded and the last day included, and if the last day is a sunday
or holiday, the time shall extend to the next day not a Sunday or
holiday. Holidays shall be only: January first, February twelfth
and twenty-second, May thirtieth, July fourth, November eleventh,
December twenty-fifth, the first Monday in September, the day of
general election, and any day proclaimed or designated by the
President or the Governor as a day of Thanksgiving.,?

Precedent and presidential proclamations have usually
determined the few holidays observed by the Federal gov-
ernment. The change in the date of Thanksgiving Day

8 Code of 1939, Ch, 424, Sec. 9545,

® Laws of Iowa, 1943, Ch, 278, Rule 366.
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which was made by the President’s proclamations in 1939,
1940, and 1941, resulted in a specific provision by Congress.
A joint resolution, approved by both houses of Congress on
December 26, 1941, reads as follows:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth
Thursday of November in each year after the year 1941 be known
as Thanksgiving Day, and 1s hereby made a legal publie holiday to
all intents and purposes and in the same manner as the 1st day of
January, the 22nd day of February, the 30th day of May, the 4th
day of July, the first Monday of September, the 11th day of No-
vember, and Christmas Day are now made by law public holi-
days.10

It will be seen that the Iowa code mentions the same legal
holidays as do the Federal statutes, with one exception —
since 1909 our State lawmakers have included Lincoln’s
birthday among the ten specifically enumerated Iowa holi-
days.

It should also be pointed out that the State of Iowa, by a
special law, authorizes and requests the Governor ‘‘to issue
annually a proclamation calling upon our state officials to
display the American flag on all state and school buildings,
and the people of the state to display the flag at their
homes, lodges, churches, and places of business’’ on the
second Sunday in May (Mother’s Day), the Fourth of July,
and the twelfth of October (Celumbus Day). Suitable ser-
vices and exercises are to be conducted for each occasion.
Columbus Day, however, is not a legal business holiday and
Mother’s Day, always on Sunday, does not involve busi-
ness, and therefore is not a legal holiday.?

10 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. LV, Pt. I, Ch. 631.

11 Code of 1939, Ch. 29, Secs, 471, 471.1, 471.2. Mother’s Day is not a legal
holiday in Iowa, but it has been recognized by both the national Congress and
the lowa General Assembly and a brief account is presented here.

P R L .
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The Iowa Liquor Control Act prohibits ‘“the sale or de-
livery of any liquor in, on, or from the premises of any
state liquor store, special distributor or warehouse’’ on
any legal holiday, on Sunday, or on a national or State
election day. The same law applies to ‘‘any municipal elec-

The custom of honoring motherhood dates back to the ancient Greeks and
Romans. In both countries goddesses and not human mothers were honored.
The observance of Mother’s Day in the United States dates from May, 1907.
It was begun under the inspiration of Miss Anna M. Jarvis of Philadelphia,
who believed at least one day a year should be set aside in order that sons and
daughters might honor their mothers. The first observance was held in a
Philadelphia church, white carnations being worn by those who attended the
service.

The idea spread so rapidly that by 1911 special exercises were held in every
State as well as in Canada, Mexico, South America, Africa, China, Japan, and
other places. In December, 1912, a Mother’s Day International Association
was incorporated. The following year the United States House of Representa-
tives unanimously passed a resolution calling upon the President, his Cabinet,
the Senators and Representatives, and all officials of the Federal government
to wear a white carnation on the second Sunday in May. In 1914 Congress
designated the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day and requested Presi-
dent Wilson to issue a proclamation calling upon all government officials to
display the national flag on public buildings. It has now become customary
for those whose mothers are dead to wear white flowers while those whose
mothers are alive wear colored flowers.— Douglas’s The American Bool of
Days, pp. 263-265; Congressional Record, 63rd Congress, st Session, p. 1478;
United States Statutes at Large, Vol. XXXVII, Pt. 1, pp. (Ll Al

Towa was not slow to follow the national pattern. On April 18, 1923, a joint
resolution was passed by the General Assembly providing for the annual dis-
play of the American flag on the second Sunday in May. This resolution read:

‘“ WHEREAS, the service rendered to the United States by our American
homes is the supreme source of our country’s strength and inspiration; and

WHEREAS, the American mother has done, and is doing, so much for the
home, the moral, industrial and spiritual uplift, therefore,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

‘“That the governor of this state is hereby authorized and requested to
issue annually a proclamation ecalling upon our state officials to dispiay the
American flag on all state and school buildings, and the people of the state to
display the flag at their homes, lodges, churches and places of business, on the
second Sunday in May, known as mothers’ day, as a public expression of rev-
erence for the homes of our state, and that the governor urge the celebration of
mothers’ day in said proclamation in such a way as will deepen the home ties,,
and inspire better homes and closer union between the commonwealth, its
homes, and their sons and daughters.”’
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tion day held in the municipality in which such store, ware-
house or special distributor may be situated.’’??

NEW YEAR’S DAY
The first month of the year has but one holiday of note
and that one owes its existence to the calendar-makers.
New Year’s Day is the birthday of chronicled time.

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light,
The year 1s dying in the night,

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

ting out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow,
The year i1s going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Alfred Tennyson

New Year’s Day is the oldest of all the holidays observed
in Iowa, surpassing Christmas itself in antiquity. A year
can be considered to begin on any date. The custom of cele-
brating the first day of the year by some religious observ-
ance appears to have prevailed among most ancient na-
tions. Long before the Christian era the Jews, the Egyp-
tians, the Chinese, and the Romans, although differing as
to the time from which they reckoned the beginning of the
year, all regarded New Year’s Day as one of special
interest.

The Roman year originally began with March, but when
Julius Caesar reformed the calendar he made the year be-
gin on January 1st, a day held sacred to the two-faced
Janus, who was supposed to look backward upon the old
and forward into the new year, with a careful regard for
both. The Romans exchanged gifts and greetings, offered
sacrifices to Janus, and tried to regulate their conduct so

12 Code of 1939, Ch. 93.1, Sec. 1921.025.

-
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as to be assured of happy days during the ensuing year.

Errors of the Julian calendar were corrected by Pope
Gregory in 1582 and his calendar was adopted by nearly all
Christian countries throughout the world. The Gregorian
calendar moved the first New Year’s Day under the new
system ten days forward, to correct the error in time that
had accumulated over sixteen centuries. England did not
adopt the Gregorian calendar until 1752, 170 years after it
was established.'® By that time there was a difference of
eleven days. The Russians and Greeks, however, continued
to use the old style, or Julian calendar, a much longer time.
Soviet Russia adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1918. The
Jews observe their New Year between September 5th and
October 5th, the fifth of September being the first of ten
penitential days ending with the Day of Atonement.

It was long the custom of the President of the United
States to hold a reception for the general public on New
Year’s Day. George Washington held open house the first
New Year following his inauguration and continued to do
so during his eight years in office. A Pennsylvania Senator
penned the following in his diary on January 1, 1791:
‘““Made the President the compliments of the season; had a
hearty shake of the hand. I was asked to partake of the
punch and cakes, but declined. I sat down and we had
some chat. But the diplomatic gentry and foreigners com-
ing in, I embraced the first vacancy to make my bow and
wish him a good morning.” William Howard Taft is said
to have shaken hands with about six thousand White
House guests on New Year’s Day in 1910. The White
House reception was suspended by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt on January 1, 1934, because it was diffienlt for
him to remain standing in the receiving line.!*

138 Walsh’s Curiosities of Popular Customs, pp. 732-750.
14 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, pp. 3-5.




14 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

The celebration of New Year’s Day was quite generally
observed by the first settlers in the Black Hawk Purchase.
The yellowed pages of our earliest Territorial newspapers
reveal the first day of the year as one of rest, entertain-
ment, religious observance, and festival recreation. New
Year’s calls and New Year’s balls, church services, oyster
suppers, and boisterous celebrations, the holiday songs of
carollers and joyous sleigh-riding parties, feasting and
general carousing, all formed a part of the holiday scene.
Editors were disposed to look back in retrospect on the
Old Year with mingled feelings while peering hopefully
into the future. While extending the season’s greetings to
their patrons they usually did not forget to call attention
to the fact that many were in arrears on their subserip-
tions or advertising.

NEW YEAR’S CALLS

One time-honored New Year’s custom was the New
Year’s call. It was quite common for the ladies of a pio-
neer community to remain at home on the first day of the
year and keep open house for the men of the community.
The gentlemen made short calls and took slight refresh-
ments at each stop. Usually the hours between 10:00 A. M.
and 4 P. M. were considered proper for such calls.15

A Sioux City editor was delighted with the ‘“‘pleasant
and agreeable’’ manner in which the ladies received their
gentlemen callers on New Year’s Day in 1859. ‘“The tables
spread before us’’, he declared, ‘‘were dressed out with as
much profusion and taste as can be found in New York or
Boston, and the ladies that presided over them have won
hosts of friends. A happy New Year to all of them!?’ The
editor was pleased to note that despite the unalloyed en-

15 Bertha L. Heilbron’s ‘“Christmas and New Year’s on the Frontier’’ in
Minnesota History, Vol. X, pp. 373-390, stresses the Carrier’s Greeting and
the New Year’s Call, and contains additional illustrations of New Year’s ob-
servance in the Upper Mississippi Valley.

A e e il o
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Joyment New Year’s Day in 1859 passed with little drunk-
enness.'®

The ladies who served as New Year’s Day hostesses
were sometimes rewarded with more than a mere ‘“Thank
You’’ in the local newspaper. The “‘rougher sex’’ of Sioux
City clubbed together and kept ‘“open house?’’ for the ladies
on the Monday following New Year’s Day, 1859. To learn
first hand how the ladies were entertained a local editor
visited the ‘‘sumptuous apartment’’ decorated for the oc-
casion ‘‘without regard to expense’’. He was met at the
door by a porter in ‘“spotless linen and shirt collar of huge
dimensions’’ and ushered into a room where the bachelors
were seated ‘‘demurely smoking their pipes.”” The table
center was graced by a large cabbage labelled ‘‘fruit cake’’
from which slices were cut with a cross-cut saw. Sus-
pended over the table from the celling was a large bologna
sausage which swung lazily back and forth like a huge
pendulum. A jelly cake proved to be a cold buckwheat
cake. Turnips were served from a silver fruit dish as
‘“Bungo apples’’ and raw onions were freely distributed
with butter. Amid a numerous array of wine bottles, the
editor discovered one containing ink which was highly rec-
ommended as ‘‘Ethiopian wine from the Black Sea’’,
Pipes and tobacco also entered into the entertainment and
for dessert a bottle labelled ‘‘Castor Oil’’ was produced.

The homes of Dr. William R. Smith and Charles K.
Smith were among those open to the young men of Sioux
City. Doubtless such hospitality afforded many newcomers
a means of widening their circle of friends and business
associates. Public officials and office seekers, as well as
business and professional men, might gain many friends on
such occasions.?

16 Stoux City Register, January 6, 1859,

17 Swoux City Register, January 5, 1861. The story of Dr. and Mrs. William
Remsen Smith is illustrative of the background of these New Year’s enter-
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It was fashionable to serve a favorite punch to New
Year’s callers —a custom introduced by the Duteh into
New York. This custom gradually spread to other parts of

the country — and many excesses developed as gay young

blades hired carriages and dashed from one home to an-
other for the sole purpose of hovering over the free punch.
Because of such abuses the New Year’s call was finally
abandoned or at least limited to an exchange of visits by
intimate friends.!®

The reaction against serving drinks at these open houses
was already gaining headway in Iowa before the Civil War.
The influence of the temperance crusade was manifested in
Davenport as early as 1857. ‘‘A petition is in circulation
for signatures’’, the Davenport Gazeite declared on De-
cember 24th, ‘‘the signers pledging themselves not to keep
intoxicating beverages of any kind on their tables mnext
New Year’s Day. We heartily endorse this movement, and
hope the rule will be so general that the exceptions may be

tainers. Dr. Smith was born in Barnegat, New Jersey, in 1828, received his
medical education in New York City, and came to Sioux City in 1856. In
1859 he returned to Tecumseh, Michigan, to marry Rebecca Osborne, who was
thus a youthful hostess when she entertained in 1861 on New Year’s Day.
Dr. Smith served as mayor of Sioux City in 1863 and again in 1881. He was
receiver of the United States Land Office at Sioux City from 1865 to 1878 and
a member of the Board of Education for fifteen years. In 1885 he converted
his eighty acre farm into what developed into one of Sioux City’s important
additions — Smith’s Villa. The doctor and his wife were instrumental in
establishing beautiful Smith’s Villa Children’s Park. A beautiful memorial
fountain in this park honoring Dr. Smith bears the inscription, ‘‘A man that
hath friends must show himself friendly.’’

Charles K. Smith was born in New York State in 1835 and came to Sioux
City in 1856. He was appointed postmaster in 1857 and occupied the first
post office at Sioux City. In addition to many occupations he held the office of
mayor and county treasurer. He married Ann M, Gill of New York in July of
1860, hence Mrs. Smith was a bride of only six months when she entertained
on New Year’s Day in 1861.— Constant R. Marks’s Past and Present of Sioux
City and Woodbury County, pp. 390-392,

18 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, p. 5; Thomas Low Nichols’s
Forty Years of American Life: 1821-1861, p. 173.
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considered as anything but complimentary to the guests of
the day.”’

The first of January, 1858, dawned *‘clear and pleasant’’
with the Christmas mud sufficiently compact to admit of
easy pedestrianism. As a consequence there were an in-
creased number of New Year’s calls and few people were
without visitors whether or not they kept open house. To
avoid the embarrassment of unexpected visitors the Dav-
enport editor called attention to a ‘‘new idea’’ in Moline
whereby those intending to keep open house published a
card to that effect in the morning paper. Most Davenport
stores were closed, presents ‘‘flew thick and fast, and, with
the exception of the fire in the morning, no accident oc-
curred to mar the harmony of the day.’’

The temperance pledge mentioned by the Davenport
editorial was apparently not without effect. The editor com-
mented on the presence of a drunken man, well-dressed,
apparently respectable and intelligent, on Farnam Street
and added: ‘‘He had made too many ‘calls’— at the sa-
loons — the only place, we believe, where liquor was ‘set
out’ on that day.’’1®

Similar reactions against the too free quaffing of New
Year’s drinks could be noted in other towns. In 1867 an
Iowa City editor expressed little regret at the passing of
the New Year’s call. ‘“The custom of New Year’s Calls
seems to have gone very much into disuse with our people.
It is well it is so if the former attending custom of treating
to wine or stronger drinks were to remain with it. Many a
young man has been lured from the path of sobriety by the
New Year’s glass, tendered by the hand of beauty. Such a
tender compels many a young man to yield. We hope that
custom at least will cease to be observed.?’20

19 Davenport Gazette, January 7, 1858.
20 Jowa City Republican, January 9, 1867.




18 [OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

DANCES AND BALLS

Dances and grand balls were common New Year’s Eve
entertainments. In 1853 a ‘‘grand ball’’ was held at Iowa
City on New Year’s Eve which was attended by a ‘“‘goodly
proportion’’ of the legislators of the State of Towa. A cor-
respondent of the Davenport Gazette declared the law-
makers were ‘‘carried away with the loveliness of the Iowa
City belles, and their wonderful power over the muscles of
their toes and heels, and lower extremities (vulgarly called
legs) which they so happily exhibited in the mazy dance,’’
that they forgot to make their appearance in their respec-
tive places in the House on New Year’s morning. It hap-
pened that the Senate had succeeded in adjourning from
Friday preceding New Year’s Day until the following
Monday but the House had obstinately defeated the same
motion — determining to work on the first of January.

Many of the members failed to put in their appearance
on New Year’s Day and the Sergeant-at-arms was sent out
to round them up. When the Speaker of the House sought
to find the reason for their absence none of them mentioned
the New Year’s Ball. Their excuses in the main included —
a bad night’s rest; the servant girls were out of tune and
they had failed to secure their breakfast in time ; the porter
had taken away their boots and failed to return with them;
or they had simply overslept. Since many of the men were
i such a condition that legislative work was impossible
the House agreed by common consent to adjourn until the
following day.2!

In 1857 citizens of MceGregor were informed as early as
November 25th of a Grand Masque Ball to be held on New
Year’s Kve under the sponsorship of the German residents.
*‘The arrangements are all made, a splendid Band of Eight
Musicians are engaged, and in despite of the Hard Times,

21 Davenport Gazette, January 13, 1853.
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we expect an exhibition of Fancy, Good nature, and Good
feeling that will put the city in a good humor till next
spring. Come now, Choose the characters you wish to per-
sonate, get your ‘rig’, give the wink to your lady love and
as the teacher said in the whistling school ‘prepare to
pucker’.”” And ‘‘pucker’’ they did! A large portion of the
citizens of McGregor turned out on the eventful night at-
tired in the costumes of an Hungarian general, a Swiss
countryman and a Swiss lieutenant, a Prussian Hussar and
a Prussian peasant, a Spanish knight, a Polish Jew, an
Austrian lieuntenant, a Turkish officer, a count of the six-
teenth century. J. Walter was attired as Ring Master Hans
Smigglefritz and P. Walter represented the Clown Jacob
Schuneider. The ladies were costumed in the styles of cen-
tral and southern Europe — belles from Austria, Bohemia,
France, Germany, Turkey, the Tyrol, Spain, and Switzer-
land caused many an onlooker to think he had been
transported back into one of those ‘‘old Baronial castles’’
he had read about in his youth.

The easy integration of native Americans and foreigners
on the Iowa frontier was demonstrated at this ball. Aec-
cording to A. P. Richardson, the McGregor editor:

The Germans are not partial to Cotillions and ‘‘our folks’’ are
partial to scarcely anything else. Whether the dancing was well or
11l done we cannot judge; those who decide such points assure us
that the Music was enrapturing and that the Polkas, Waltzes,
Schottishe, Gallopades, &ec., &e., were faultless in execution. We
managed to get a most liberal share of human comfort out of the
proceedings, and if loud expressions of applause in the Hall or
equally significant expressions of gratification throughout the town
may be regarded, it will be safe to say that McGregor, on New
Year’s Eve, was as happy as it possibly could be had the Millen-
lum itself arrived. The party was large, the dresses were got up in
excellent taste and many of them quite expensive. The whole ap-
pearance wore a European character that rendered it extremely
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interesting to such of the company as had not before witnessed any
representation of the kind. . . . We must not omit to state
that a German retired actor named Beck was present, and that at
the request of the audience he repeated in excellent style some
most eloquent passages from Kotzebue’s Play of ‘‘The Stranger’’.

There were, of course, many ‘‘side shows’’ in McGregor
that night. ‘‘Nectar in quantities sufficient to be-fuddle all
the gods that Olympus ever saw; in bowls too, of such mod-
ern, unique, and at the same time necessary construction as
to put to blush all the goblets of antiquity. Songs, anacre-
ontic and homerie, comic and africanie, funereal and trium-
phant; Wit —with wings brightened by the spray of
sparkling Catawba, bedizzened with the effervescing jets of
the best of all shams, PaecxE, or burnished with the more
solid extract of antique bourbon — flowed in mellow un-
restraint from the labial orifices of the happy company. It
seemed as though the worshippers of the wise Minerva, the
tuneful Apollo, the quick-winged Mercury and the ‘jolly
god of grapes’ had all agreed upon a mass meeting to cele-
brate the death of the old, and the birth of the New Year.”’
Toasts were drunk with remarkable unanimity, songs were
sung with enthusiasm if not in harmony, as MeGregor
sought to forget the panic year and welcome in 1858.22

While McGregor was reveling in general merriment, a
more somber note was struck at Dubuque where the Ezpress
and Herald of January 3, 1858, expressed concern over a
riot between Germans and Irish on New Year’s Eve. It
seems that the Germans were holding a ball at the Western
Brewery Hall when several Irishmen put in an appearance
and proceeded to make themselves ‘‘pretty free’’ with the
dance. In the quarrels that followed Thomas Gainor was
killed and his brother Philip mortally wounded by gun shot.
Two other Irishmen were severely injured by ‘‘glass bot-

22 North Iowa Times (McGregor), January 6, 1858.
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tles’’ or other sharp missiles. Several Germans were ar-
rested for murder.

The Irish invaders were described by one editor as
‘‘peaceable’” but when an Irish prosecuting attorney ex-
hibited ‘‘undue partiality’”’ for his countrymen he was
quickly censured. ‘‘The Germans are a peacetul people and
the Irish are notoriously fond of a little excitement even
though it may promise a broken head or two, or some other
equally pleasant result. The Gainors and their N0ISy com-
panions had no business at the ball, and if we were a jury-
man we would be slow to convict any man who was repel-
ling an attack upon his castle. This assumption on the part
of a mob ‘to break up’ what they cannot participate in, to
come prowling round your house with tin horns and bells,
&e., &e., is practiced too much in our country, and the
sooner 1t 1s stopped — no matter if there is a rioter killed
occasionally — the better will it be for decent people and
for blackguards also.?’23

Dubuque could, however, celebrate New Year’s without a
riot — as was evidenced by the grand masquerade at Turn-
ers’ Hall on the evening of December 31, 1859. “‘HKarly in
the evening”’, declared the Dubuqgue Herald of January 11,
1860, ‘‘there was a gathering together of the odds and ends
of all ereation. In erowds flocked in devils, angels, queens,
slaves, Zouaves, Mexicans, Niggers, ladies, gentlemen, sol-
diers, priests, monks, et cetera, together with a ‘working
majority’ of nondescript characters, who bore not the re-
motest resemblance to anything in the heavens above or
the earth beneath. There was a glorious jam — a mash of
hoops, a treading of corns, a charge of elbows, a Babel of
tongues and an odor of lager, positively unique and over-
powering. There was ‘fun alive’ till dayligcht — a rich blos-
soming of wall-flowers, rare tetes-a-tetes in sly corners,

23 Quoted in the North Iowa Times (MeGregor), January 6, 13, 1858,
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dizzy whirlings, and twistings, and intertwinings, by the
motley crowd, glorious oysters and toothful quails by
Walter, sour Rhein Wein at ‘10 cents a schoppen’ at the
a rush,

bar, interminable gallops and clumsy quadrilles
crowd, jam, confusion, uproar, babbling, to which the con-
fusion of Babel was a Quaker Meeting in full blast.”’

The smallest communities enjoyed their New Year’s cele-
brations and were frequently assisted by residents from
the larger towns. In 1858 citizens for miles about helped
celebrate the opening of Barr’s Hotel at Monona. Large
numbers from McGregor assisted the new landlord in the
‘“splendid affair’’. ‘‘The Ball at Monona must have been a
protracted one’’, a MeGregor editor noted, ‘“as three of our
nice young men N. F. and W. started there on Thursday
evening and they did not get back till Sunday!’’24

CHURCH SERVICES

A more solemn aspect to the observance of the New Year
s recorded in the numerous church services. Few days
offer a better opportunity for preaching and moralizing.
Clergymen generally looked backward dubiously into the
past and forward optimistically into the future. Perhaps
no preacher has jolted his congregation quite as much as
did that MeGregor minister who, as 1935 drew to a close,
placed the following notice on his church bulletin board :
“HAPPY NEW YEAR: Where will you be 100 years from
now?’’  lowa newspapers and radios were quick to flash
the greeting throughout the State — to family gatherings

¢ The North Iowa Times of December 9, 1857, contained the following ad-
vance notice of the Monona party: ‘‘On New Year’s Eve Barr’s New Hotel at
Monona will be dedicated to Terpsichore. Mr. MeNamara the lessee of the
House is an old Landlord, Monona boys and girls are the best dancers in Iowa,
and the ballroom is probably the best hall in the state! — Why won’t they
have an awful good time? Ervins Band will play.’’ See also the North Iowa
Times (MecGregor), January 6, 1858,
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at home and to those thousands who disported raucously at
the theaters, dance halls, road houses, and night clubs.25

Pioneer Sunday schools frequently had special New
Year’s programs. A Dubuque sojourner at Towa Falls was
mmpressed with the model manner in which the Methodist
and Congregational sabbath schools held a joint festival at
Colburn’s Hall on New Year’s Day in 1859. Appropriate
decorations and banners caught the eye of ““T. J.”’ as he
entered the hall. A table that fairly groaned under the
burden of ‘‘substantials and delicacies’’ was not over-
looked. Appropriate choir music, happy festival songs, and
the distribution of gifts to the children, and two ‘‘short but
pertinent’’ addresses closed a program that gave ‘‘new
impetus’’ to the ““noble and self-denying labors of the Sab-
bath School’” and was ‘‘worthy of the imitation of all, upon
similar occasions.’’26

The colored folks of Anamosa held a New Year’s Jubilee
on January 1, 1873. It began with a parade, headed by the
Clinton Martial Band, from the depot through the principal
streets to the old city hall where the celebration was held.
The afternoon program consisted of two sermons and sing-
ing by the colored Sabbath school. Supper was served
from five to seven o’clock. In the evening Alexander Clark
(colored) of Muscatine gave an address while the Heuston
family entertained with several songs.2

Preachers were frequently greeted with a surprise party
on New Year’s Kve. Abundant food was spread out for all
who attended; sometimes a fine suit of clothes or a sub-
stantial purse added to the joy of some hard-pressed clergy-
man. At Dubuque in 1860 a surprise party for the Reyv.
C. Billings Smith proved to be one of the most prominent

25 The Des Moines Register, December 31, 1935.

26 Dubuque Weekly Times, January 10, 1859,

27 Anamosa Eureka, December 26, 1872, January 2, 1873,
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social events of the season. ‘‘Early in the evening his
house was foreibly taken possession of by a crowd number-
ing from 30 to 300, which completely jammed every apart-
ment of the parsonage. Crinoline was omnipotent — it
blockaded the stairway, expanded in the halls, clouded the
kitchen, overspread the parlors, wedged the passages, was
everywhere grand, rotundant, expansive. One or two pleas-
ant episodes varied the general pleasantry of the gathering
and at a reasonable hour crinoline and its opposite de-
parted, pleased with the gracious reception and the success
of the undertaking.’’28
ALMS GIVING

Among the favorite New Year’s events were the numer-
ous oyster suppers held by churches, lodges, and various
other groups. On December 31, 1864, an oyster dinner was
held at the Oskaloosa City Hall, the proceeds of which were
to be used in behalf of the families whose main support had
been lost in the Civil War. The dinner was ‘‘largely pa-
tronized’” and ‘‘heartily enjoyed’’ by all. A “Card of
Thanks’” was inserted in the Oskaloosa Herald by the
wives and widows of soldiers for all who had exerted them-
selves by work or contribution in making the oyster dinner
a success.??

Des Moines had a unique ‘‘association of ghosts’’ who
chose New Year’s Day as a fitting time to render aid to the
poor and needy. ‘‘They come out at midnight on the first
of the new year, in ghostly dress, and this they have done
for several years. Their business is to supply the poor and
needy with food and clothing and all is done in so myste-
rious a manner that no one knows who the nocturnal visi-
tants are. On last New Year’s morning at least a thousand
dollars worth were found on the door steps of the poor in

28 The Dubuque Herald, January 11, 1860,

29 Oskaloosa Weekly Herald, December 22, 29, 1864, January 5, 1865,
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various quarters of the city and a hundred dollars was de-
posited with Mrs. West, the President of the aid society,
the unknown ghosts filing into her parlors and their leader
placing the parcel in her hand, but not uttering a word.?’ 3°

SLEIGHING PARTIES

Sleigh-riding parties were in order on New Year’s Day
whenever the weather permitted. TIn 1848 a Davenport
editor expressed delight with the snowfall of December
which averaged about twenty inches in depth. The sleigh-
ing, he thought, was never better than that enjoyed by
Davenporters during the Christmas-New Year season of
1848-1849 and did much “‘to make amends for the defi-
ciency’’ of the previous four or five years. That same sea-
son, a Burlington citizen declared that sleigh bells were
Jingling merrily to the ‘‘utter destruction of all the horse
flesh that can be pressed into the service,’? 31

A Sioux City editor reported delightful weather and ex-
cellent sleighing in 1861, turning that town’s streets into
the ‘‘liveliest’’ thoroughfares the editor had seen for ga
long time. That same year the Dubuque ““Governors
Greys’’ appeared on Main Street at ten o’clock, New Year’s
morning, in two large sleighs each drawn by four horses.
““The first vehicle contained the Germania Band, while the
second and larger one held some thirty members of the
company. They made quite an imposing appearance as they
went down the street, with colors flying and with strains of
Inspiriting musie.’?32

EDITORIALS

A study of the New Year’s editorials published during

the past century would provide a comprehensive picture of

80 Anamosa Eureka, January 8, 1874,
81 Davenport Gazette, December 21, 28, 1848, January 4, 1849,

32 Siouzx City Register, January 5, 1861; Dubuque Weekly Times, January
10, 1861.
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the history of Iowa and the nation. Measured in terms of
population growth, and of agricultural, financial, and in-
dustrial expansion, editors had much to be thankful for,
although the general tone of their comment was not infre-
quently spiced with boastful claims and frontier optimism.
Particular pride was taken in the many educational institu-
tions springing up throughout the State. Partisan politics
flared up in many a New Year’s editorial, particularly
during the abolitionist crusade, the Civil War, and the Re-
construction period. In addition, wars and rumors of war,
panics, plagues, pestilence, floods and droughts, as well as
keen interest in the international scene were usually re-
corded in the New Year’s editorial.

The season’s greetings also afforded editors an oppor-
tunity to remind readers and advertisers that an auspicious
time had arrived for the settling of unpaid debts. ‘‘We
offer the compliments of the season to our kind patrons”’,
declared a Burlington editor as the year 1837 drew to a
close. ‘‘A happy, thrice happy new year to them all, and
may they live to enjoy many more such, and the last always
the happiest. . . . The New Year is the time to take a
retrospective view of the past, and if errors have been com-
mitted, the time to adopt a new course, guarding against
the evils which have fallen upon you during the past. Tt is
a period of no small interest to us, and one at which we
shall adopt new rules that may interest others.’”” The
editor thereupon called on all subseribers and advertisers
to pay their subscriptions and square their accounts.??

In 1852 the Davenport Gazette, while wishing all its
readers a Happy New Year, editorialized on the signifi-
cance of the New Year greeting to all ages of men. The
““pratthing child’’ lived in the “‘passing hour’’ and had no

33 Wisconsin Territorial Gazette and Burlington Advertiser, December 30,
1837.
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1dea of the significance of the term. The ‘““romping boy’’
upset the chair as he burst into the room with his greeting
— thoughtless, bent on fun, hopeful of receiving a present,
and entirely oblivious to such cankerous human afflictions
as famines, plagues, pestilence, and oppression. The youth
entering with the dignity of manhood, was adjured to be
moderate, and ever on the guard against the evils that sur-
rounded him. The middle-aged man came into the room
with his firm and self-confident step, his smiling face
““banishing the wrinkles that the stern realities of the
world’’ had placed there. His family has been made com-
fortable through his labors and his children awaken hopes
for future greatness. ‘‘Finally, comes the aged man with
his HAPPY NEW YEAR, to receive the kisses of his
grandchildren. Kind old man, he exists the monument of a
well-spent life — the grave has no terrors to him — it is the
door of entrance into the mansion of his Father — into that
blessed above upon which his hopes have long been
stayed.’’ 34

In 1860 the Dubuque Herald offered the EL’l‘-—:tOlIldl} New
Year’s salutations to its readers. ¢‘This day’’, the editor
pointed out, ‘‘is generally observed as a kind ni holiday or
festival-day, and as it happens on Sunday, to-morrow
(Monday) will be observed for making the 11%11(11 calls and
enjoying the usual festivities.”’ After pointing out that no
paper would be issued over the holidays the editor wrote a
special farewell to the parting year:

GOODBYE.— To-day closes up the year 1859 — it is his dying
day. Well, goodbye old fellow! We all had considerable fun with
you, and a few tears. You’ve dug the earth from beneath the feet
of many loved ones, and they have disappeared forever. You’ve
opened the portals of love for the ingress of many a child-life, have

cemented some new bonds, sundered others, expanded crinoline,
Spun earth one year nearer the end, hung John Brown, defeated

84 Davenport Gazette, January 1, 1852,
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Mahony, and performed other operations mean, beneficial, and
otherwise. Farewell! we’ll attend your wake, and stand not sadly
by your Bier. (if its lager) Peace to the eternal rest to which you
betake yourself —may your successor leave us all fatter, richer,
happier, kinder and better. So mote it be!35

New Year’s Day provided an excellent opportunity for
editors to cast vitriolic barbs at men of opposite political
views. The Dubuque Herald, the most powerful Demo-
cratic organ in Iowa, bitterly opposed the Civil War. The
editor had not shed a tear at the passing of John Brown.
After four long and bloody years his attitude had not
changed. The year 1865, he wrote, has been ‘‘crowded with
glory and shame, the glory of hard-won victory, the shame
of conquest. In it magnanimity has strugeled with ven-
geance, and each has had its trophies, the former in the
generous forgiveness of enemies, the latter in the brutal
putting to death of conquered foemen and prisoners. It
has been signalized by the defeat and dispersal of rebel
armies seeking a disruption of the Union, and by the at-
tempt of the conquering party to accomplish what they
have affected to fight against. With it depart the grand
opportunities of men to become statesmen and patriots,
and as it gives place to a better year, so they must give
place to better men.’’ 36

In sharp contrast to this Copperhead editorial, the editor
of the Oskaloosa Herald was inclined to make his New
Year’s greeting the vehicle of a prayer of thanksgiving
that the American Union had been preserved. The buoyant
youthfulness of the Towa frontier and its ability to recover
from the physical as well as the spiritual ravages of Civil
War may be seen in his final wish — the speedy arrival of
the Iron Horse at Oskaloosa. His editorial read in part as
follows :

35 The Dubuque Herald, January 4, 1860.

86 Dubuque Weekly Herald, January 3, 1866.
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With this number we bid our kind friends and patrons adieu for
1865. Ere the Herald reaches you again, the wheel of Time will
have completed another revolution, and 1866 will be with us. The
year now slowly dying, has been fraught with events of great inter-
est and moment to all. Since its advent, we have learned that
Republican government was not a failure; that the American
people were able to govern themselves, and we have demonstrated
to the world the fact that

““The land of the free, and the home of the brave’’,

was not a mist which the first adverse wind of fortune should dis-
perse, but a structure built upon a solid foundation, to which the
downtrodden and oppressed of all lands might look for sympathy
and support.— The glad tidings of Peace have been proclaimed
throughout the land, and millions of hearts made to rejoice. It
witnessed the death of our beloved Chief Magistrate slain by an
assassin’s hand. For four long years had he stood at the helm of
the Ship of State, and guided it safely through every storm and
peril, only to yield up his life for the cause, when the breakers
were passed and still water reached. Ties have been severed ; and
new responsibilities assumed. Many who were present one year
ago have passed to ‘‘that bourne from whence no traveler returns’’;
many who were then absent upon the tented field have returned
victorious to their homes,— In the “dim and silent future’’, when
the snows of many winters shall have changed the young and
blithesome to mature and sedate, all will look back with reverence
and pleasure to the year when FreEpoM and Rigmr were pro-
claimed more powerful than Anarchy and Oppression. Kind
friends we wish you a Happy NEw YEAR. May ’66, looming up in
the future, bring in its train as many pleasant memories as ’65,
receding in the past, has left us, and we sincerely hope and believe
that ere another year shall pass over our heads, the whistle of the
locomotive on the Towa Central Railroad will be heard, as, with a
long train attached, it comes thundering into our town.37

Sometimes Towa editors gave special prominence to let-
ters written by readers who caught something of the New
Year’s spirit. The year 1873 was a memorable one in both
Iowa and American history as the following paragraph

87 The Weekly Oskaloosa Herald, December 28, 1865.
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from a resident of New Hartford to the Cedar Falls
Gazette reveals: ‘“The Old Year is about to take his place
among the ex-years. Congress, if they ever get back from
the holidays, will probably retire him with a pension, and a
land grant of every alternate section from here to the
moon. As Josh Billings says: ‘This is terrible if true.’
But we wonder if the coming year will be as prolific of
‘Credit Mobiliers’, ‘Salary Grabs’, ‘Panics’, and ‘Misap-
propriations’, as was 73,7738

A resident of Jackson Township in Jones County was
inclined to view 1874 through rosier glasses. The first day
was warmed by a genial sun, he pointed out, farm prices
were the best in some years, dances, oyster suppers, and
social enjoyment had prevailed throughout the holidays.
The mistakes of 1873 could be ‘“turned to good account’’ by
those willing to learn. The holidays had not passed with-
out their ‘‘reviving influences’’ on Jones County residents.
‘“ Roast turkey, pork, mince, and other favorite pies, York-
shire puddings and such other condiments — digestible or
otherwise — each have graced the tables in accordance with
the ability and skill of the getter up. Old associations and
friendships have been renewed, new acquaintances formed,
and 1t 1s to be hoped that many of the jarring differences
which may have existed between neighbors have been
buried with the dead year?’’.39

Probably no New Year caused more comment than that
of 1900 and 1901. The great theme of editorial speculation
at that time was which year should be considered as the
start of the 20th century. Did it begin on January 1 of
1900 or 1901? There were many arguments, but few deci-
sions. In a special cartoon the Cedar Rapids Gazette also
indicated that in 2001 men would still argue over whether

38 Cedar Falls Gazelte, January 2, 1874.

39 The Anamosa Eureka, January 15, 1874.
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the twenty-first century had just begun or was already a
year old. As a matter of fact the argument could have been
settled by consulting English and American reference
works which agree that the first century began on January
1 of the year one, so the twentieth century began with
January 1, 1901, and the twenty-first century will begin on
January 1, 2001. But there will, no doubt, be arguments.

Many editorials tended to look back over the century to
show what mighty strides had been taken since the days of
Jefferson and Hamilton. In the field of invention alone
the Cedar Rapids Gazette showed that such commonplace
things as steamships and steam railroads, electrie vehicles
and street cars, telegraphs, and telephones, photographs
and phonographs, electric lights and kerosene lamps, illu-
minating gas and cooking ranges, steam presses and steam
threshers, typewriters, sewing machines, public water
supply in cities, sidewalks and sewers, were all unknown
when John Adams was President in 1800. T.ocal prospects
were not forgotten. A special editorial recounted the good
things of 1900 and looked forward to what the expendi-
tures by the railways and the cereal company would do for
Cedar Rapids in 1901.4°

CARRIERS’ ADDRESSES

The annual ‘‘Carrier’s Address’’ is another interesting
sidelight on New Year’s Day celebrations in Towa. On
January 6, 1838, the Towa News printed a 24-stanza ¢ Car-
rier’s Address’’ which touched on everything from the sei-
entific marvels of the time to international affairs, urpaid
subseriptions, and the shortage of women on the frontier.

40 The Cedar Rapids Weekly Gazette, January 2, 9, 1901. A good account of
the arguments over which year marked the turn of the century may be read in
Pauline Grahame’s ‘“The First Day of the Century’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol.
X, pp. 1-15.
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The following verses, selected at random, are typical:

Kind Patrons all I bring to you
Again my annual rhyme,
And promise to be very short,

In such a ““pressing’’ time.

Science is irradiating
The human intellect,

And BranNDRrRETH’S Pills are curing all
Of every age and sect.

And steam is pushing all ‘‘ahead,’’
3Jut Oh! ‘‘Magnetic power!”’
Will drive us on a thousand miles

In less than half an hour.

Whilst Chemistry is blowing up
The blunders of the past,
Phrenology peeps through the brain —
The rogues are caught at last!!

With every kingdom of the earth,
In peace we still remain.

But wars are raging in the realms
Of Canada and Spain.

And may the Patriots of the north
Succeed — like us be free.

May they, as did Columbia’s sons,
Cry, ‘“‘Death or Liberty.”’

Subscribers all, A B C D,

Pay up now for the ‘‘News,”’
For January has set in,

And I lack wood and shoes.

DuBuque can boast of many beaux
But girls are rather “‘few’’—

Come, Yankee damsels, ‘‘right ahead,’’
To get — to get —. Adieu.

The first ‘‘Carriers’ Addresses’’ were printed in the
paper, usually in the first issue in January. Later a sepa-
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rate sheet or stiff cardboard placard contained the ‘‘Ad-
dress’’. Finally the address was discarded for a calendar,
which the carrier brought around each New Year. The boy
usually paid the newspaper a nickel for the calendar, car-
ried a supply around on New Year’s Day, and looked for
anything from a dime to a dollar in return. The writer
delivered these New Year’s calendars to the hundred-odd
subseribers on his Dubuque Telegraph-Herald route for
five consecutive years beginning in 1911. After paying for
his calendars he netted about $12 on an average — a good
return for a route which had no wealthy people and which
counted only one fifty-cent tip.

The ‘“‘printer’s devil’’ of pioneer days no doubt served
as the carrier for an entire town. Hditors frequently wrote
a warm word of support for their ‘‘devil’’ as the New
Year came around. ‘““Remember”’, said a Davenport editor,
‘““he tramps through the mud and rain of the summer, and
the snow, and piercing winds of winter, to deposit at your
doors at the earliest moment the news fresh from the press.
Remember him substantially.”” Readers were urged to get
““halves and quarters’’ ready as his only fee was the pit-
tance he received on New Year’s morning,*!

In 1865 the Oskaloosa Herald called attention to the
annual New Year’s morning visit of the ‘‘Carrier Boy?”’
with his address. ‘‘John has been faithful in the discharge
of his duty during the past year, and through sunshine,
mud and rain he has been at his post. As the proceeds of
the Address are entirely his own, we speak for him an un-
usually large supply of QuarTrrs.’’

On December 27, 1866, the Herald noted that ‘““John’’
would make his usual friendly call on New Year’s Day and

41 Davenport Gazette, January 1, 1852. On December 31, 1859, the Sioux
City Register announced that its ‘‘devils’’ would be seen ‘“bobbin ’round’’

after ‘“dollars, half dollars, quarters, &e.’’. Tt added a e S thatiSCaonn-=
try produce, dry hides, furs, tanglefoot whiskey’’ would not be taken.
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hoped that those who felt themselves ‘“under obligations to
the Commodore’’ would discharge that debt in ‘“postal
currency or — specie.’’ John was still carrying the Oska-
loosa Herald as 1868 loomed in view. After pointing out
that John had been guilty of very few omissions, the editor
declared: ‘‘Fifty-two times within the year he has made
his Thursday morning call on our city subscribers, through
sunshine and shadow, hail, rain, snow and wind, for which
he will receive — just what you may think it worth to bring
the Herarp to your doors for so long a time. That you are
generous and appreciative of honest labor we have good
reason to know. John believes he will receive his reward.
He will not be mistaken.?’42

Karly editors recognized that the printer’s devil was
poorly paid. ‘‘Our carrier, poor devil!’’ declared the editor
of the Iowa Standard on January 8, 1841, ‘‘has been com-
pelled to forego the pleasures, as well as the profits arising
from the distribution of what is called the ‘CarrmEr’s Ap-
DRESS’. In the early part of last week, our carrier started
in pursuit of a ‘poet’, one who could reduce his ideas of the
doings of the past, of the present and his anticipations of
the future, into jingles. One would be inclined to think that
‘poets’ were numerous in this land, and that there would be
no difficulty in ferreting out one; but to our great surprise!
on New Year’s morning our devil came into the office with
woe depicted upon his countenance, and informed us, that
m all his rambles he had not been able to find but one
‘poet’, and that he had been ‘retained’ by the Locofoco
devil. It was now the time that the address should be is-

42 The Weckly Oskaloosa Herald, December 29, 1864, December 28, 1865,
December 27, 1866, December 26, 1867. As late as 1891 a Clinton editor re-
minded his readers that New Year’s morning was the proper time to give a
silver piece to the letter carriers for faithfully delivering mail all year. The

suggestion apparently met with success for mail earriers ¢‘fared handsomely”’
through Clintonian hospitality.— Clinton Weekly Age, January 2, 9, 1891.
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sued: and what was to be done? — we knew not! At length
we concluded that we would write his address ourselves,
and went hastily to work at it.”’ The editor was just half-
way through writing the address when the devil of the
Bloomwmgton Herald arrived with his address. One glance
at the labors of a real poet caused the mortified editor of
the fowa Standard to consign his own efforts to the flames.

It was not until 1844 that the Towa Standard printed a
““Carrier’s ApprEss’’. The poetic outburst of *“ The Devil’’
that year filled the first column and a half on page one. It
began as follows:

Good morning friends and patrons all,
I’ve come to give a friendly call,
And let you know you’re all alive,
And like to live, and still to thrive -
That forty-four has come indeed,
In spite of Miller and his ereed.
S0 wipe your eyes, and dry your tears,
And throw away your silly fears;
And cast about you thro’ the winter,
What means you have to pay the PRINTER. 43

It normally fell upon the newspaper editor to compose
the ‘‘Carrier’s Address’’ and needless to say the task
sometimes went unexecuted. Perhaps as an excuse for his
non-performance of* this sacred duty a MeGregor editor de-
clared in 1857: ‘“We have not seen a New Year's Address
for many years that was not a rythmitical [sic] humbug,
and as our devil has been having a whole week to play, he
dont want to collect dimes from a good-natured public to
continue the frolic.”” Two weeks later, however, the ‘‘Car-
rier Boy’’ of the McGregor paper thanked his brothers of
the Prairie du Chien Leader and the Galena Courier for
““neatly printed copies’’ of their New Year Addresses.**

43 Iowa Standard (Iowa City), January 4, 1844,

* North Towa T'imes (McGregor), December 30, 1857, January 13, 1858,
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On December 28, 1846, Iowa was admitted into the
Union. It is natural that the Carrier’s Address should
consider such names as Henry Clay and James K. Polk,
and such issues as the slavery question, the Mexican War,
and the Oregon boundary dispute. On January 6, 1847, the
lowa Standard stressed the admission of Iowa into the
Union and its relation to slavery.

From eastern hills, and western plains,
Where’er true Freedom’s genius reigns,
The rising voice of Truth is heard,

And millions by its might are stirr’d.

It speaks a people’s sense of wrong,

To all the reckless Hireling throng,

Who vilely have betrayed their trust,
And sank our fair fame in the dust.
Young lowaA hath caught the tone

With added vigor of her own;

And the first acts of our fair State,

Will but abridge their narrow date,

Who thought to bind her to the car

Of ““Free-Trade’’, Slavery, and War;
Who thought their arrogant behest
Would cause the mighty, free North-West,
To cast 1ts influence away,

And sink in powerless decay,

T'hat southern wealth and pride might rise,
And Slavery darken distant skies!

The Panic of 1857, the arrival of the telegraph, the tri-
umph of the Republican Party through the election of
Abraham Lincoln, the compilation of the Revised Code of
1860, these were but a few of the events alluded to in the
““‘Carrier’s Greeting’’ from the Council Bluffs Nonpareil
as the year 1860 came to a close and the nation faced the
grim realities of Civil War. The concluding stanzas read:
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In Railroads we’ve slowly progressed ;
Our weather and erops have been fine;

In health we’ve been happily blest;
And in politics how we still shine!

As a Nation we’ve treated and feted
The yellow-hued sons of Japan —

How much we have gained or been cheated,
The wise ones may tell —if they can.

To a young English Prince we’ve devoted
Full many a smile and an hour;

And, last but not least, we have voted,
And called a true Statesman to power!

Now a small Southern State of ‘“‘Fire-eaters,”’
Because they can’t have their own way,
Are classing themselves as ‘‘Seceders,’
And will break up the Union, they say.

After pointing out that the Nonpareil would be delivered
to readers each Saturday with the latest news, the ‘“Ad-
dress’’ concluded with the following pertinent and obvious
suggestion :

'Tis the Carrier will bring it,

He who offers you these rhymes;

Wishing you here, a Happy New Year!

And eraving your ‘‘ QUARTERS’’ and ‘‘DimEs’’ |45

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY

Abraham Lincoln’s name is internationally known and
respected. Kentucky prides herself as the birthplace of
Abraham Lincoln. Indiana is equally proud that Lincoln
spent fourteen years in the Hoosier State before reaching
his majority. Illinois proudly claims Lincoln as a ecitizen

45 Council Bluffs Nonpareil, January 5, 1861. On January 5, 1865, a rival
paper, the Council Bluffs Bugle, announced that its carrier had ‘‘realized
about forty dollars’’ from his New Year’s Address.
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whose thirty years at New Salem and Springfield groomed
him for the presidency. Between 1861 and 1865 the spot-
hight was focussed on Lincoln in the White House: direect-
ing the war as Commander-in-Chief, ably guiding his party
through the maze of partisan politics and corruption bog-
ging down the war effort, and carrying on American diplo-
macy 1n a highly successful manner.*®

In this kaleidoscopic picture of the Great Emancipator
no mention is made of Iowa. It should be pointed out,
however, that the early history of Iowa closely parallels
the life of Lincoln; that Towa strongly supported him in
both presidential elections; and that our military contribu-
tions to the Civil War were generous and whole-hearted.
Finally, Lincoln was intimately acquainted with many
lowans, visited the State on several occasions, owned Towa
land, and made decisions of far-reaching effect in the his-
tory of Iowa.

46 Harry J. Lytle of Davenport, Iowa, a keen student and ecollector of Lin-
colniana, has compiled a list of the one hundred best books on Lincoln. The
following volumes are suggested by Mr. Lytle as ranking in the top thirty in
biography or as specialized studies: Paul M. Angle’s Here I Have Lived and
New Letlers and Papers of Lincoln; Colin R. Ballard’s The Military Genius
of Abraham Lincoln; William E. Barton’s The Life of Abraham Lincoln, The
Lwneage of Lincoln, and The Soul of Abraham Lincoln; Albert J. Beveridge’s
Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858; Lord Charnwood’s Abraham Lincoln; William
H. Herndon’s Herndon’s Life of Lincoln; Daniel Kilham Dodge’s Abraham
Lineoln: The Evolution of His Literary Style; M. L. Houser’s Abraham
Lincoln, Student: His Books; Elizabeth Keckley’s Behind the Scenes; Joseph
Fort Newton’s Lincoln and Herndon; Nicolay and Hay’s Abraham Lincoln:
A History, and Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln; Luther E. Robinson’s
Abraham Lincoln as a Man of Letters: Alonzo Rothsehild’s Lincoln, Master
of Men; Carl Sandburg’s Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years and Abraham
Lincoln: The War Years; Edwin Erle Sparks’s The Lincoln-Douglas Debates
of 1858; lda M. Tarbell’s The Life of Abraham Lincoln; Benjamin P.
Thomas’s Lincoln’s New Salem; Gilbert A. Tracy’s Uncollected Letters of
Abraham Lincoln; Louis A, Warren’s Lincoln’s Parentage and Childhood ;
Henry C. Whitney’s Life on the Circuit with Lincoln ; Albert A. Woldman'’s
Lawyer Lincoln; John M. Zane’s The Legal Lincoln. Students, librarians,
and program chairmen for study clubs may find these useful in preparing
papers on Lincoln,
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The life of Abraham Lincoln*" is intricately woven into
the chronology of Towa history. He was born in Kentucky
in 1809, one year after the first American fort in Towa was
erected at present-day Fort Madison. The Lincoln family
moved to Indiana in 1816, the very year that Fort Arm-
strong and Fort Crawford were erected on the eastern
bank of the Mississippi opposite present-day Davenport
and McGregor. Lincoln reached his majority and removed
to Illinois in 1830, the year a group of sturdy miners drew
up the Miners’ Compact at Dubuque. During the Black
Hawk War Lincoln served as captain of a company of Illi-
nois volunteers.

Lincoln was admitted to the bar in 1836, the year Iowa
became a part of the Territory of Wisconsin. When the
capital of Illinois was moved to Springfield in 1837 Lincoln
made that city his home, serving as a legislator in the new
building designed by John Francis Rague, who likewise
designed the Old Stone Capitol at Towa City. Rague, inci-
dentally, knew Stephen A. Douglas and Mary Todd and is
said to have groomed Lincoln for a dance.4®

Lincoln served his only term in the National House of
Representatives between 18471849, immediately following
Towa’s admission into the Union in 1846, During the
1850’s Lincoln was in close touch with James W. Grimes,
the father of the Republican Party in Iowa, who was
elected Senator from Towa in 1858, while Lincoln lost the
race for the same office to Stephen A. Douglas.*®

47 See James G. Randall’s excellent account of Abraham Lineoln in the
Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XI, pp. 242-259. The longest biogra-
phies of Americans in this monumental 20-volume set are those of Washington,

Jefferson, and Lincoln, each of which embraces approximately eighteen double
column pages of text and references.

8 Ben]. F. Shambaugh’s The 0ld Stone Capitol Eemembers, pp. 108, 109.

49 . I. Herriott’s Towa and Abraham Lincoln: Being Some Account of the
Prestdential Discussion and Party Preliminaries in Iowa: 1856-1860; Wil-
liam Salter’s The Life of James W. Grimes.
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Leaving these historical parallels one might next exam-
e the nature and extent of Towa’s support for Lincoln
during those harrowing Civil War days. By 1860 Iowa
was strongly Republican in polities, having elected Samuel
J. Kirkwood to the governorship and sent James Harlan
to the United States Senate. The State was equally strong
in supporting Lincoln in the presidential election of 1860.
When the smoke of battle cleared away it was found that
128,331 voters out of a population of 674,913 had cast the
following votes for the four presidential aspirants :5°

Popular Per Cent Electoral
Candidate Party Vote of Total Vote
Lineoln Republican 70,409 54.8 4
Douglas Democratie 59,111 42.9 0
Breckenridge  Democratic 1,048 0.8 0
Bell Constitutional
Union 1,763 1.4 0

In the election of 1864 the support of Towa for Abraham
Lincoln was even more strongly attested. Despite the
war-weariness of a home front numbed by heavy losses, a
total of 138,671 votes were cast. The final count in Iowa
stood : 51

Popular Per Cent Electoral
Candidate Party Vote of Total Vote
Lincoln Republican 89,075 64.2 8
MeClellan Democrat 49,596 30.8 0

Perhaps the most striking endorsement of Lincoln is at-
tested 1n the vote of Towa soldiers, 15,178 for Lincoln com-
pared with 1,364 for McClellan. Surely no Commander-in-

50 Cyolopedia of American Government, p. 29; O. A. Garretson’s ‘“A Lin-
coln Pole Raising’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. VI, pp. 109-116; Louis Pelzer’s
‘“The History of Political Parties in Iowa from 1857 to 1860’ in the IowaA
JOURNAL oF HISTORY AND PoriTics, Vol. VII, pp. 179-229, April, 1909. See
also the bibliography on Lincoln and Towa in Petersen’s 4 Reference Guide to
Iowa History, pp. 60, 76, 77.

51 Cyclopedia of American Government, p. 30.

el el o
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Chief has ever received a warmer support from his fighting
forces than did Abraham Lincoln in this eleven to one vote
of confidence by Iowa soldiers during the campaign of
1864.

And it was not merely at the ballot box that Towa sup-
ported Lincoln. Fully 78,059 men out of a population of
674,913 donned the Federal blue to “‘Preserve the Union”’.
This represented half of the able-bodied men in Towa. It
was more soldiers than Washington commanded in his
armies during the American Revolution. It represented a
higher percentage of the total population than in World
War I or World War IT to date. The contribution is even
more significant when one considers the handicaps of Towa
on the home front since the mechanization of agriculture
was just in its infancy in 1861.52

Nearly a score of Iowa regiments marched in the Grand
Parade in Washington in April of 1865. They marched
with their war-torn banners flying proudly before them but
with sorrow in their hearts, for their beloved Commander-
In-Chief was dead. The G. A. R. became 2 powerful polit-
ical influence in the Hawkeye State and prior to 1900 most
office holders were Civil War veterans.53 Schools occasion-
ally observed the birthday of the immortal Lincoln, but the
Department of Public Instruction declared as late as 1908
that Patriot’s Day was “‘usually observed on the anniver-
sary of the birth of Washington or Lincoln, ??54

S2John E. Briggs’s ‘‘The Enlistment of Iowa Troops During the Civil
War’’ in THE TowA JOURNAL OoF HISTORY AND Pourtics, Vol. XV, pp. 323-
392; Charles Aldrich’s “‘Voting with the Soldiers in 1864’ in The Annals of.
Iowa (Third Series), Vol. VI, pp. 618-623; Edward M. Benton’s ‘‘Soldier
Voting in Jowa’’ in THE Jowa JOURNAL oF HISTORY AND Poritics, Vol
XXIX, pp. 27-41,

58 Jacob A. Swisher’s The Iowa Department of the Grand Army of the
Eepublic, pp. 27-39; Cyrenus Cole’s Iowa Through the Years, pp. 307-309,

54 Special Day Annual: 1908-1909. These useful booklets were issued by
the Department of Public Instruction of the State of Towa. See the foreword
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction — John T Riggs.




42 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

—_

The approaching centennial anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln awakened the nation to the need of com-
memorating that day. When the Thirty-third General As-
sembly convened 1n Des Moines early in January, 1909, two
Linn County men — Representative Ernest R. Moore of
Cedar Rapids and Senator Willard C. Stuckslager of Lis-
bon — introduced bills almost simultaneously in the Gen-
eral Assembly to make Lincoln’s birthday a legal holiday
in Iowa. The bill passed both houses on January 22, 1909,
and was signed by Governor Beryl F. Carroll on January
20th. It was the first bill adopted by the Thirty-third Gen-
eral Assembly, the first measure to reach the Governor’s
desk, and the first to receive his signature.

The Des Moines Register and Leader was pleased with
the work of the lawmakers, pointing out that the Linecoln
Centenary would be celebrated in the ‘‘letter as well as in
the spirit’’ of the occasion. The editorial continued:

A new holiday is in harmony with the times. There will be more
and more holidays as the wealth of the people increases and there
1s leisure for doing something besides the routine work of life. A
legal holiday is a breathing place in the year for those who toil.

It is fortunate that this new holiday is associated inseparably
with the memory of a typical self-made American. There is some-
thing in Lineoln’s career that brings courage to the boys and girls
who have a desperate chance in life. A day that recalls Lincoln is
a day dedicated to renewed confidence in the possibilities of the
“‘plain people.’’ 55

Iowa newspapers editorialized on the importance of ob-
serving Lincoln’s birthday in 1909. The Des Moines Regis-
ter and Leader carried a Lincoln editorial almost every
day and featured a daily column on ‘‘Lincoln Sayings’’.
Communities told of special exercises. Elaborate plans
were made at Towa Falls culminating with a public gather-

55 The Eegister and Leader (Des Moines), January 15, 21, 23, 1909; Laws of
Towa, 1909, Ch. 193.
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ing in the evening at the Metropolitan Opera House.58
The ceremonies at Des Moines were in many ways typical
of all Iowa. State, county, and city affairs were suspended
while banks and schools were closed. Eighty-two Civil
War veterans (including Samuel H. M. Byers) appeared
on the programs of twenty-seven Des Moines schools ; nine-
teen East Des Moines schools were visited by other G. A. R.
members. In all some fifteen thousand Des Moines chil-
dren participated in the services commemorating the cen-
tennial anniversary of Lincoln’s birth.

Perhaps the ‘‘“most impressive’’ exercises were held by
the Grand Army of the Republic in the Plymouth Congre-
gational Church at Des Moines. A special service was held
in the House Chamber of the State House where Rabbi
H. K. Mannheimer offered prayer, Samuel H. M. Byers
read an original poem, and Lafayette Young delivered an
address on Abraham Lincoln. Des Moines negroes ob-
served Lincoln’s Birthday with special programs. The day
was one of total abstinence. ‘‘Liquor, the consumption of
which Lincoln fought, cannot be sold today without viola-
tion of the law’’, the Des Moines Register and Leader de-
clared. ‘‘The saloons of Iowa are not only closed, but many
resolutions have been passed by societies requesting the
people to abstain from drinking. Patriotic banqueters
have tabooed liquor on their tables because the sixteenth
president was a total abstainer.?’’57

While Iowans were observing the centennial anniversary
of Lincoln’s birth, their attention was not diverted from

56 The Register and Leader (Des Moines), January 21, 26-29, 1909. The
graduates at Cedar Falls presented the school with a bronze plaque containing
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address. Classes were suspended at the University of
Towa where Colonel Charles A. Clarke of Cedar Rapids gave the principal ad-
dress of the day. The literary societies of Fort Dodge held special programs
in honor of Lincoln.

57 The Register and Leader (Des Moines), February 11, 12, 13, 1909.
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the national and international significance of the day as
revealed through the columns of local newspapers.’® The
eyes of Iowa and the nation were naturally focussed on the
services at Hodgenville, Kentucky, where President Theo-
dore Roosevelt laid the cornerstone of the beautiful marble
structure that houses the log cabin in which Lincoln was
born and where he lived the first seven years of his life.
The exercises at Springfield, Illinois, shared honors with
the Hodgenville ceremonies for three nations paid tribute
to Lincoln at Springfield — England was represented by
Ambassador James Bryce, France by her Ambassador,
Jules Jusserand, and the United States by William Jen-
nings Bryan of Nebraska and Senator Jonathan P. Dolliver
of lowa. Dolliver was chosen to lay the American wreath
at Lincoln’s feet! Before 850 members of the Lincoln Cen-

tennial Association the silver-tongued orator from Iowa

spoke on ‘“‘Our Heroic Age”’, referring to that time when
Lincoln and the statesmen who stood by his side walked
without despair into the ‘‘chaos of civil strife’’, fought
‘“the way of the nation through it, to lift up a spotless flag
above it and, in the midst of the flame and the smoke of
battle’’, created a true United States of America. In con-
clusion Dolliver declared :

You have built here a monument, strong and beautiful, which is
to bear the name and perpetuate the service of Abraham Lincoln.
We are about to build, at our capital yonder at Washington, a
national monument that will in some dim kind of way illustrate our
opinion of the service of this man; and when we get it built we will
not put upon it any image of his person. It will not need any such
memorial . . . for it will be the statue of a people, the memorial
of a great nation.

And so his centennial has put into the hearts and into the minds

58 The Register and Leader (Des Moines), February 12, 13, 1909. Data
on the centennial celebration may be found in Douglas’s The American Book
of Days, pp. 85-91.

o
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of unnumbered millions this fame which has grown in this half
century until 1t has become the chiefest possession of the American
people, and the most precious heritage that will be passed on to the
generations that are to come.5?

Since 1909 the State of Towa has faithfully cherished the
birthday of Abraham Lincoln. It is well that we do so, for
mn the life of the ‘‘Great Emancipator’’ we have mirrored
those qualities which have made America great. Lincoln
the rail-splitter; Lincoln the flathoatman; Lincoln the sur-
veyor; Lincoln the Indian fighter; Lincoln the storekeeper
and postmaster; Lincoln the circuit-riding country lawyer
and stump-speaking prairie politician — truly here was a
man with experiences that could be understood by thou-
sands of those sturdy Iowa pioneers engaged in transform-
ing a vast wilderness into the richest agricultural State in
the Union.

By the time of the Lincoln-Douglas debates few men
were better known to Iowans than Abraham Lincoln —
opponent of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and ‘“squatter sov-
ereignty”’, eritic of the Dred Scott decision, stalwart leader
of the Republican Party in Illinois. During these forma-
tive years of the Republican Party he corresponded with
James W. Grimes and other Towans on political matters.
During the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 he crossed over
to Burlington to make a brief speech in that town.®°

Although he lived in Illinois, Abraham Lincoln early
manifested interest in the new State west of the Missis-
sippi. In 1854 he entered a 40-acre tract in Tama County
in accordance with a law granting land to veterans of the

59 Lincoln Centennial: Addresses Delivered at the Memorial Exercises Held

at Springfield, Illinois, February 12, 1909, pp. 92-59; The Register and Leader
(Des Moines), February 12, 13, 1909.
60 Salter’s The Life of James W. Grimes, pp. 83, 84, 94, 95, 127, 128; Ben

Hur Wilson’s ‘‘Lincoln at Burlington’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. XXIV, pp.
313-322.
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Black Hawk War. Two years later, when the allotment to
veterans was increased, Liincoln entered 120 acres of land
in Crawford County.®

During the Rock Island Bridge Case, when steamboat
and railroad interests fought over the right to erect bridges
across the Mississippl, 1t was Lincoln’s brilliant mind
which pointed out the inevitability of the westward move-
ment and argued that it must not be thwarted by even so
immportant a highway as the Mississippi. At this same time
he loaned $2500 to Norman B. Judd, attorney for the Rock
Island railroad and his associate in the trial, later getting
a quitclaim deed to seventeen lots in Couneil Bluffs and
ten acres along the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad.®?

In 1859 Lincoln visited Council Bluffs and studied the
prospects of this town, perhaps with a view to speculation,
although he apparently decided not to invest. In 1862 he
determined that Council Bluffs should be the eastern termi-
nus of the Union Pacific Railroad — a far-reaching deci-
sion in Towa transportation history. It was Lincoln, too,
who warmly supported Annie Turner Wittenmyer when
that gallant Iowa woman sought to establish diet kitchens
in the Union Army hospitals during the Civil War. Later
Lincoln entertained Mrs. Wittenmyer in the White
House.%®

On February 12, 1909, J. N. Darling drew a Lincoln car-
toon entitled ‘‘The Guiding Star of the Republic’’. Uncle

61 Harry E. Pratt’s The Personal Finances of Abraham Lincoln, pp. 68, 69,
123, 137, 139. On February 19, 1909, the Des Moines Register and Leader
contained 2 feature article telling how Peter F. Jepsen bought Lincoln’s 120

acre farm from Robert Todd Lincoln for $1,925 in 1892. The land was still
unimproved in 1909 but Jepsen boasted he would not sell it for $10,000.,

62 ¢‘Lincoln and the Bridge Case’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. I11, pp. 142-154.

63 Pratt’s The Personal Finances of Abraham Lineoln, pp. 77-79; E,
Douglas Branch’s ‘“Council Bluffs in 1865’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. X, pp.
201, 202; Ruth A. Gallaher’s ‘‘The Wittenmyer Diet Kitchens’’ in The
Palimpsest, Vol. XTI, pp. 337-346.
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Sam, backed by Columbia, stands at the pilot wheel guiding
the ““‘Ship of State’’ toward the ever-beckoning profile of
Lincoln which shines resplendent in the starry firmament.
Today that ‘‘Guiding Star’’ still shines brightly in the
minds of Towans.

WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY

*“This is the General’s birthday’’, declared a Cambridge,
Massachusetts, editor on February 22, 1776. ‘“Only a few
of his closest companions know anything about it. There
has been no observation of the occaslon, no salutes, no
parading of the soldiers, no party at headquarters. The
day has been like all others, with the General as attentive
as ever to his many duties. If he has received gifts or con-
gratulations we know nothing about them.’’ Although he
was only forty-four years old at that time, Washington
had won the ‘‘high regard of his officers and men’’ in the
short time he had been Commander-in-Chief. ‘‘He is a
vigorous, stalwart person, with a rugged, pleasing, though
careworn, countenance’’, the Cambridge dispateh continues.
‘“Combine such a physique with his dignity of bearing,
his seriousness of manmner, his firmness of resolution and
the many rare traits of mind and character which are his in
such abundant measure, and we have the explanation of his
hold upon the loyalty and affection of his soldiers.’’ ¢4

In spite of the esteem and affection felt for the ‘‘father
of his country”, the idea of celebrating Washington’s
birthday took root slowly. The first known public obser-
vance occurred on February 22, 1778, when the band of the
Fourth Continental Artillery serenaded Washington at his
headquarters. Three years later the brilliant French com-
mander, Rochambeau, invited the American officers to join
the F'rench officers at a dinner honoring their Commander-

6¢ Jonathan Rawson’s 1776: A Day-by-Day Story, pp. 60, 61.
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m-Chief. The ‘“old style’’ calendar was used in fixing the
date of celebration and, since February 11 occurred on
Sunday, General Rochambeau had postponed the celebra-
tion until the twelfth. It was many years before there was
general agreement that February 22nd and not February
11th should be used as the anniversary date. Richmond
claims to have celebrated the anniversary on February 11,
1782, while New York and Cambridge, Massachusetts, point
to public celebrations on February 22, 1783.65

Washington’s birthday continued to be celebrated on
both February 11th and February 22nd during the 1790’s.
Washington himself used the ‘“old style’’ calendar for his
last two birthdays. In his diary for February 12, 1798, he
records: ‘‘Went with the family to a Ball in Alexa.
[Alexandria, Va.] given by the Citizens of it and its vicin-
ity in commemoration of the anniversary of my birthday.’’
The last birthday entry was chronicled in his diary on
February 11, 1799: ‘““Went up to Alexandria to the celebra-
tion of my birthday. Many Manoeuvres were performed
by the Uniform Corps, and an elegant Ball and Supper at
Night.”> The observance of February 22 did not become
generally accepted until after Washington’s death on De-
cember 14, 1799.66

Washington’s birthday, in the early years, tended to be
a Kederalist celebration. When Thomas Jefferson came
into office he ignored Washington’s birthday and for a long
time thereafter Jeffersonian Republicans and Jacksonian
Democrats paid scant attention to it. The feeling that
Washington’s natal day provided an opportunity for par-
tisan politics was recognized by many. ‘““ Washington’s

65 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, pp. 129, 130.

66 J. C. Fitzpatrick’s The Diaries of George Washington, Vol. IV, pp. 252,
271, 298, February 11, 1798, fell on a Sunday,
postponed a day.

hence the ecelebration was
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birthday’’, two Philadelphia historians record, ‘‘was an
occasion for processions, orations and banquets, and it
should have been a national holiday, in which all the people
would have participated, were it not that the societies most
prominently engaged in the celebration being entirely com-
posed of Federalists, the Democrats came to consider the
twenty-second of February as a political anniversary, and
they abstained from participating in the ceremonies di-
rected by their political opponents. This abstention ex-
tended even to the volunteer companies not in sympathy
with the Federalists.’’67

Since Iowa was being settled during the period when
partisan politics reached its height and the bitterness was
further accentuated by the abolitionist crusade, it is not
surprising that our early Territorial and State legislators
did not see fit to make Washington’s birthday a legal holi-
day. A New England Democrat who fled to Kngland in
1861 because he opposed abolition by force of arms gave
this explanation for the increased attention to Washington :

The Birth Day of Washington, the commander-in-chief of the
rebel colonies — the first President of the Federated States — was
not kept with much enthusiasm until since the war of secession.
The failure of the second rebellion made the first more glorious,
and the memory of Washington became the more honoured, after
Jefferson Davis and General Lee had been defeated. Before this,
party polities had obscured the fame of the revolutionary leader,
the arch rebel of the first secession. The demoecratic majority looked
coldly upon the virtues and services of the Federalist leader. But
when the second secession had been defeated, the vietors revived
the memory of the successful hero of the first, and Washington’s
birth day has since been celebrated with an enthusiasm scarcely less
than that which greets the noisy anniversary of the rebellion of
1776.68

87 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, p. 130.
68 Nichols’s Forty Years of American Life: 1821-1861, p. 175.
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In Towa it was not until 1897 that Washington’s birth-
day became our sixth legal holiday. The initiative in mak-
ing Washington’s birthday a legal holiday seems to have
been taken by the Iowa Code Commission of 1897 which
added February 22nd to our growing list of holidays. It
beecame law when the General Assembly approved the Code
of 1897. Washington’s birthday 1s the only instance in
Iowa of the establishment of a legal holiday during a re-
vision of the code.®?

Although the parallels between the life of Washington
and the history of Iowa are not as intimate as similar par-
allels drawn with the career of Lincoln they are in many
respects just as interesting. Our first President was born
in 1732, exactly a century before the Black Hawk War
broke out. He was only three years old when Joseph Des
Noyelles fought the first pitched battle between the red
man and the white man on Iowa soil. The date of that
battle — April 19, 1735 — was exactly forty years before
the battle of Lexington and Concord!”™ No one then
dreamed of a State named Iowa.

When Jonathan Carver reached Prairie du Chien in
1766, Washington was serving in the Virginia House of
Burgesses. While Jean Marie Cardinal was giving his life
at St. Louis in the cause of American independence in
1780, Washington was confronted with the treason of Ben-
edict Arnold, the ignominious defeat at Camden, and the
impotence of a bickering Continental Congress. At the
time Julien Dubuque, the first permanent settler of Iowa,
won permission from the Fox Indians to work the lead
mines around Dubuque in 1788, George Washington was
being chosen President of the United States. In 1796 Du-

69 Code of 1897, Sec. 3053.

70 John E. Briggs’s ‘“ When Towa Was Young’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. VI,
pp. 117-127.
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buque received the first Spanish land grant in Towa and
Washington delivered his Farewell Address. In 1799
Louis Honore Tesson received his Spanish land grant, the
very year that marked the death of Washington. Thus,
Towa history was well under way during the life of George
Washington.™

Although Washington’s birthday did not become a legal
holiday in Towa until 1897 the citizens of this State paid
frequent tribute to his memory. Washington County and
1ts county seat were named in honor of our first Presi-
dent.” Beautiful Mount Vernon on the Potomac is remem-
bered by Mount Vernon in the Cedar Valley. Some forty-
five townships in Towa were named in honor of George
Washington. His gallant generals are perpetuated in
Greene, Fayette, Marion, Montgomery, Shelby, Warren,
and Wayne counties.

But February 22nd was not the only date on whick
George Washington was honored in Towa. His name was
acclaimed at every Fourth of July celebration and was
always included in the thirteen regular toasts proposed.
It was invariably repeated in the volunteer toasts offered

1 John E. Briggs’s ‘‘Two Connecticut Yankees’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol.
VII, pp. 15-29; William J. Petersen’s ‘‘Jean Marie Cardinal’’ in The Pal-
vmpsest, Vol, XII, pp. 414-420; William J. Petersen’s ‘‘Julien Dubuque’” in
The Palimpsest, Vol. XII, pp. 421-430; Ben Hur Wilson’s ‘‘Tesson’s Apple
Orchard’’ in The Palimpsest, Vol. IV, pp. 121-131.

72 States and cities, counties, towns, and townships, streets, parks, and pub-
lic squares, rivers and mountains, all have been named to perpetuate the mem-
ory of Washington. In his honor the National Capital was named; the city
was laid out in 1791 and Washington himself laid the cornerstone in 1793.
The State of Washington was admitted into the Union exactly a century after
Washington was inaugurated President. Twenty-six ecities and towns are
named Washington while a dozen others bear the prefix Washington. There
are towns named Wakefield to commemorate his birthplace. Sixteen cities and
towns bear the name Mount Vernon.— See Leon C. Hill’s History and Legends
of Place Names in Iowa, pp. 21-23; list of towns and townships in the lowa
Offictal Register; and the post offices recorded in the United States Postal
Guide,




52 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

on such patriotic occasions.” Kditorial comment also
dealt with the significance of Washington to National Inde-
pendence. Thus, in 1857 a Dubuque editor urged citizens
and foreigners alike to remember the part played by Wash-
ington and his ‘‘heroiec subalterns’’ in breaking down for-
ever the gates of ‘“Colonial dependence’’ and unfurling the
‘“flag. of Liberty’’ along the Atlantic Coast. ‘‘Let us keep
the day as Washington and his brave compeers would do,
were they still among us — with minds unclouded and
hearts patriotically warm. Then may the departed fathers
of the Republic, beholding us from their high resting place,
rejoice in the dignity of their descendants and their ra-
tional appreciation of the blessings bought by the blood of
the heroic sleepers.’’ 7

It was not merely the Fourth of July which might cause
an Jowa editor to recall the birthday of Washington.
When the South chose February 22nd for the inanguration
of Jefferson Davis as President of the Confederacy news-
papers throughout the North were indignant. An editorial
in a Webster City paper branded as ‘‘Shameful’’ this af-
front to the hallowed name of Washington. ‘‘The ever to
be remembered day, 22nd of February — the day which
gave birth to that great and good man, George Washing-
ton, seems to have been chosen above all others in the
Secession calendar for the inauguration of Jefferson Davis
(that black hearted traitor) as President of the Southern
Confederacy. It must have been a mournful ceremony, in
view of the long line of disasters which have befallen the
rebellion, and the sure signs of destruction which are im-
pending over it.”’ 7%

8 The Dubuque Visitor, July 13, 1836. This issue contains the first news-

paper account of a Fourth of July celebration in Iowa and records both regu-
lar and volunteer toasts in memory of Washington,

74 Dubuque Daily Times, July 3, 1857.
15 Hamilton Freeman, March 8, 1862,
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Iowa was unable to observe the centennial of Washing-
ton’s birth in 1832 because permanent white settlement did
not begin here until June 1, 1833. The Hawkeye State need
feel no particular chagrin, however, for in 1832 many com-
munities along the Atlantic seaboard (staid Boston in-
cluded) which had hitherto taken no particular notice of
the day held their first celebrations. The anniversary of
Washington’s birth in 1832 reached jubilee proportions in
New York City.7®

A century later, however, Towa joined the nation in the
bicentennial of Washington’s birth. This event was notable
not only because of the magnitude of the celebration but
also because it demonstrated the amazing growth of Iowa
and the nation. In 1832, for example, the Black Hawk
Purchase had not been opened to settlement. A century
later Iowa had a population equal to that of the thirteen
original colonies in 1776. In 1832 the first President west
of the Alleghenies was elected; in 1932 the first President
born west of the Mississippi was in the White House. It
was lowa-born Herbert Hoover, thirty-first President of
the United States, who proclaimed the bicentennial for the
first chief executive. President Hoover’s proclamation
read :

The happy opportunity has come to our generation to demon-
strate our gratitude and our obligation to George Washington by
fitting celebration of the two hundredth anniversary of his birth.

To contemplate his unselfish devotion to duty, his courage, his
patience, his genius, his statesmanship and his accomplishments for
his country and the world refreshes the spirit, the wisdom and the
patriotism of our people.

Therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States of
America, acting in accord with the purposes of the Congress, do
invite all our people to organize themselves throughout every com-
munity and every association to do honor to the memory of Wash-

6 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, pp. 131, 132.
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ington, during the period from February 22 to Thanksgiving
Day.77

The bicentennial celebration began on Sunday, February
21st, when 212,159 church congregations in the United
States heard special sermons on Washington. The official
opening took place in Washington, D. C., on February 22nd
with President Hoover addressing a joint session of the
two houses of Congress. Then, from the east steps of the
Capitol, President Hoover signalled for the nation to join
in the celebration by commanding a chorus of 10,000 voices
to sing ‘“America’’. The chorus was conducted by Walter
Damrosch and John Philip Sousa directed the combined
Army, Navy, and Marine bands.™

The bicentennial celebration in Iowa in 1932 was pat-
terned after the national ceremonies. If the University of
Pennsylvania could point back with commendable pride to
regular Washington exercises dating back to 1794, Drake
University could note with equal satisfaction her colorful
Washington birthday program which had been observed
since 1897. In church and in school, in newspaper and in
public forums, the name of Washington stood out during
the celebration of the bicentennial. Harvey Ingham, vet-
eran lowa editor, began a series of editorials on Washing-
ton beginning with the February 8th issue of the Des
Moines Register. A cartoon history of the life of Wash-
ington by J. Carroll Mansfield was printed daily in numer-
ous Iowa newspapers. Albert Bushnell Hart’s article on
Washington’s foreign policy was read by thousands of
TIowans; Rupert Hughes’s interpretation of the character

77 Report of the United States George Washington Bicentennial Commaission
(Complete and Final Report), Vol. V, p. 28,

78 For accounts of celebrations in the United States see The Des Moines
Register, February 9, 21, 1932; The New International Yearbook, 1932, pp.
142, 143, 838, 839; Lucretia Perry Osborn’s Washington Speaks for Himself,
p. X1
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of Washington was equally popular. Harriet C. Towner,
Vice-Regent for Towa of the Mount Vernon Ladies Associ-
ation, told how the women of the United States had banded
together to restore beautiful Mount Vernon.

A committee of 125 persons had charge of the local cele-
bration in Des Moines. More than four thousand attended
the services at the Shrine Auditorium on Sunday, February
21st, and numerous other church services were held
throughout the city. One committee arranged to have a tree
planted on each of the 63 school grounds in Des Moines ; it
also planned to plant ten or twelve blocks of trees in the
parkway on University Avenue. Of the more than 30,000,-
000 George Washington memorial trees planted through-
out the nation, Iowa contributed her share. Movies, plays,
and orations on the life of Washington formed a part of
the general celebration; Towa grade school, high school,
and college students formed a generous cross-section of the
more than 2,000,000 boys and girls who competed in essay
and declamatory contests throughout the country.

As a governmental feature of the celebration a silver
quarter featuring the Washington bicentennial was minted,
the first time that a special coin was issued by our govern-
ment. The Post Office Department issued a series of twelve
commemorative stamps, each stamp bearing a likeness of
George Washington at different periods of his life. The
United States government also authorized the publication
of The Writings of George Washington from the Original
Manuscript Sources: 1745-1799, under the editorship of
Dr. John C. Fitzpatrick. Hight volumes were complete by
the end of the year. The thirty-seventh and last volume
appeared in 1940.7°

79 The Des Moines Register, February 9, 21, 22, 1932; The New International
Yearbook, 1932. See also the five volumes containing the history and reports
compiled by the Bicentennial Commission.
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Such were the celebrations, such the monuments and hon-
ors, such the heartfelt homage that a grateful people ren-
dered the memory of Washington during the bicentennial
year. The Bicentennial Commission spent $1,190,364.11 on
the celebration, a sum that was almost realized by the
United States Post Office in profits from the sale of com-
memorative stamps. Harvey Ingham wisely observed, a
birthday must be ‘‘outstanding’’ to win such national ac-
claim. Of what American, other than Washington, could it
be said: ‘‘First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts
of his countrymen. . . . Pious, just, humane, temperate,
and sincere; uniform, dignified, and commanding; his ex-
ample was as edifying to all around him as were the effects
of that example lasting.’’8°

In 1832 the renowned Daniel Webster declared at the
commemorative exercises in Washington: ‘‘A hundred
years hence, other disciples of Washington will celebrate
his birth with no less of sincere admiration than we now
commemorate it. When they shall meet, as we now meet, to
do themselves and him that honor, so surely as they shall
see the blue summits of his native mountains rise in the
horizon, so surely as they shall behold the river on whose
banks he lived, and on whose banks he rests, still lowing on
toward the sea, so surely may they see, as we now see, the
flag of the Union floating on top of the Capitol; and then,
as now, may the sun in his course visit no land more free,
more happy, more lovely, than this, our own country.”’

On February 22, 1932, Towa-born Herbert Hoover, stand-
ing before a joint session of Congress, declared: ‘‘The true
eulogy of Washington is this mighty Nation. He contrib-
uted more to its origins than any other man. The influence
of his character and of his accomplishments has contributed

80 Report of the United States George Washington Bicentennial Commission,
Vol. I, p. 34.
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to the building of human freedom and ordered liberty, not
alone upon this continent but upon all continents. The part
which he played in the creation of our institutions has
brought daily harvest of happiness to hundreds of millions
of humanity. The inspiration from his genius has lifted
the vision of succeeding generations. The definitions of
those policies in government which he fathered have stood
the test of 150 years of strain and stress.’’s!

MEMORIAL DAY

Sweetly with loving touch, mem’ry embalms them all,
Loyal, obedient, they answered duty’s ecall.

All that man hath to give they at her mandate gave ;
What tribute worthy to deck a soldier’s grave?

Memorial Day was the fourth legal holiday to be estab-
lished in Towa. Although Christmas, New Year’s and the
Fourth of July had been recognized as early as 1862 the
General Assembly took no further action with regard to
legal holidays until 1880. As a consequence Memorial Day
may be considered the first in a series of five holidays
which have been set aside by Iowa legislatures between
1880 and 1920. Like many other holidays it had been ob-
served in Iowa for many years before it was recognized by
law.

The first formal observance of Memorial Day, or Deco-
ration Day, as it was popularly called for many years,
dates back to 1868. The idea however is old, for the Greeks
and Romans decorated the graves of their dead. Actually
the women of the South are known to have placed flowers
on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers as early
as 1863. On April 26, 1865, Southern women decorated the

®1In his address before the joint session President Hoover began by quoting
the immortal Daniel Webster’s tribute to Washington in 1832.— See Report
of the United States George Washington Bicentennial Commission, Vol. V,
p. 47.
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graves of soldiers at Vicksburg where many of Iowa’s he-
roic warriors laid down their lives.®? Not long after the
Grand Army of the Republic was formed, in the spring of
1866, at Springfield, Illinois, that organization began con-
sidering the idea of a uniform date for the decoration of the
graves of Union soldiers throughout the country. Credit
for Memorial Day seems to belong to some unknown Union
soldier who suggested the idea to Adjutant General Norton
P. Chipman because the custom had prevailed in his native
Germany. The latter passed the idea along to General John
A. Logan, Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R., who heart-
1ly approved the plan.®®

On May 5, 1868, General John A. Logan issued General
Orders No. 11 from his Headquarters of the Grand Army
of the Republic in Washington, D. C. No better explana-
tion of the purpose and significance of Memorial Day can
be found. It read as follows:

I. The 30th day of May, 1868, 1s designated for the purpose of
strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of com-
rades who died in defence of their country during the late rebel-
lion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and
hamlet church-yard in the land. In this observance no form of
ceremony is preseribed, but Posts and Comrades will in their own
way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respeet as
circumstances may permit.

We are organized, Comrades, as our Regulations tell us, for the
purpose, among other things, ‘‘of preserving and strengthening
those kind and fraternal feelings which have bound together the
soldiers, sailors, and marines who united to suppress the late rebel-
lion.”” What can aid more to assure this result than by cherishing
tenderly the memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a
barricade between our country and its foes. Their soldier lives

82 Douglas’s The American Book of Days, pp. 293, 294.

83 Swisher’s The Iowa Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, pp.
23, 24. The G. A. R. has used the name Memorial Day rather than Decoration

Day.
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were the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and their deaths
the tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms. We should guard their
graves with sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated wealth and
taste of the nation can add to their adornment and security, is but
a fitting tribute to the memory of her slain defenders. Let no
wanton foot tread rudely on such hallowed grounds. Let pleasant
paths invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond
mourners. Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages of
time testify to the present or to the coming generations that we
have forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided Re-
publie.

If other eyes grow dull, and other hands slack, and other hearts
cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the light
and warmth of life remain to us.

Let us, then, at the time appointed gather around their sacred
remains and garland the passionless mounds above them with the
choicest flowers of spring; let us raise above them the dear old flag
they saved from dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our
pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among us a
sacred charge upon a nation’s gratitude, the soldier’s and sailor’s
widow and orphan.

IT. It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate
this observance with the hope that it will be kept up from year to
year while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory of
his departed Comrades. He earnestly desires the public press to
call attention to this Order, and lend its friendly aid in bringing it
to the notice of Comrades in all parts of the country in time for
simultaneous compliance therewith.

III. Department Commanders will use every effort to make
this Order effective.84

Iowa cities and towns were quick to obey General
Logan’s order for a Memorial Day in 1868. On May 27th
Post Commander Sam §S. Sample announced in the
Weekly Gate City that the Keokuk G. A. R. would join in
the national exercises on May 30th. No other city in Towa
could observe Memorial Day more fittingly than the Gate
City of Towa. At Keokuk was located Camp Ellsworth, the

8¢ Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), May 20, 1868.
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first military camp in the State. Here the First Jowa In-
fantry was mustered in and from here most of Towa’s
troops embarked by steamboat for the South. Three other
military camps were located at Keokuk during the Civil
War. The thriving city at the foot of the Lower Rapids
contributed two hundred commissioned officers to the
bloody struggle. Samuel Ryan Curtis of Keokuk was one
of four Iowa men to attain the high rank of Major General;
Brigadier General William W. Belknap of Keokuk was des-
tined to become Secretary of War in General U. S. Grant’s
cabinet in 1869.%°
It 1s not for camps and officers alone that Keokuk is
singled out, for other Iowa cities contributed freely of their
young manhood. It is because Keokuk became a great
hospital center for wounded soldiers during the Civil War
where thousands of sick and wounded were brought aboard
such hospital boats as the Exzpress, the D. A. January, the
Diligent, the Gladiator, the Sunnyside, and many others.
When the steamboat Decatur docked at Keokuk in July
of 1862 that city had opened its fourth hospital in a public
school building. By the close of the year 1862 it was esti-
mated that more than seven thousand men were being
treated in Keokuk. The same scenes were reénacted in
1863; on December 24th the record showed that 7396 sick
and wounded soldiers had been brought by steamboats from
the South to Keokuk. Of these, 617 had already died. In
all, six hospitals were ultimately opened in Keokuk.3®
Because of the large number of deaths the Federal gov-
ernment established a National Cemetery in Keokuk, the
only place of its kind in Towa. Here sleep over seven hun-
85 Swisher’s Iowa in Times of War, pp. 132-136; Iowa: A Guide to the

Hawkeye State, pp. 277-280; The History of Lee County, Iowa (1880), pp.

552-589,

86 William J. Petersen’s Steamboating on the Upper Mississippi, pp- 185,
186.
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dred of the ‘‘Boys in Blue’’ who gave their all to preserve
the Union. A sprinkling of the ‘‘Boys in Grey’’ also sleep
peacefully at Keokuk. The National Cemetery at Keokuk
should always serve as a symbol for those thousands of
Iowa’s heroic dead who slumber far from home — at Pitts-
burg Landing and Vicksburg, at Corinth and Shiloh, and
along the road that marked Sherman’s March to the Sea.87

The editor of the Keokuk Gate City strongly supported
the observance of Memorial Day in 1868. “‘The military
will attend in force’’, he declared. ‘Little girls from the
various sabbath schools in the city will scatter the flowers.
Our citizens are asked to join in the procession and the
commemorative ceremony. It is purposed that everything
shall be done decorously and in order. Further announce-
ment will be made of the order of exercises. The event will
appeal direct to the heart and willing minds of our people.
Only a few short years separate the grievous, perilous past
— Which was the present when those graves were made —
fromus. . . . So remembering the glory, and merit, and
brave endeavor of the soldier’s life, of these men who
sleep in our cemetery, and with devotion and love for the
cause for which they fell, the citizens of Keokuk will at
once gladly and sadly join in the ceremony to which the
veteran soldiers of our city invite them.’’88

The ceremony in Iowa’s only National Cemetery in 1868
was 1mpressive. Only a brief notice had been given and it
was hardly to be expected that a large number of people
would attend. The Weekly Gate City accordingly felt that
Keokuk had ‘“honored itself’’ as well as the Union soldiers
buried in the cemetery by turning out in such large num-
bers on Memorial Day. The editor felt the ‘‘outpouring of

87 Harper’s Encyclopedia of United States History (1905), Vol. II, p. 74;
Iowa: A Guide to the Hawkeye State, pp. 227-280.

88 Wecekly Gate City (Keokuk), May 27, 1868.
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people of all ages and conditions, the lengthy and imposing
procession, the hearty spirit and success of the whole at-
fair, was a glad surprise to everybody. Its spontaneity
was the charm of it. ‘Republics are ungrateful’ has long
heen the aphorism of their enemies, and quoted with the
tacit sanction of their friends. A self-governed people
have been accused of ingratitude to their benefactors. The
people of Keokuk cannot be accused of forgetfulness or of
indifference towards her fallen soldiery — of the men who
died for the life of the nation.’’

The Sabbath schools were nearly all represented, and
the little folk were there, attended by their teachers. The
members of the various societies were there, with the citi-
zens coming afoot and in carriages. The excellent military
band, the profusion of flags and banners, and the lavish
display of flowers and evergreens combined to make a very
colorful procession. ‘“We heard no estimate of the number
of people in it’’, the editor declared, ‘‘but it was one of the
largest and best we have ever seen in Keokuk. A noticeable
and worthy feature of it was the large attendance of sol-
diers, principally members of the Grand Army of the
Republic.”’

Upon arriving at the cemetery, Post Commander Sam S.
Sample gave the order to strew flowers upon the graves.
The Reverend John Haines of the Chatham Square M. L.
Church opened the services with prayer. The band played
martial musie, and the choir of the Congregational Church
sang ‘‘America’’ and ‘‘The Star Spangled Banner’’. The
inter-denominational character of the services is attested
by the three ministers who participated in concluding the
services. ‘‘Then it was evening’’, the Gate City records,
‘““and the crowd left the dead sleeping under their flow-

ers,’’s9

89 Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), June 3, 1868.
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Memorial Day continued to be observed in Towa although
with varying degrees of emphasis and for some years with-
out the sanction of State law. When the Highteenth Gen-
eral Assembly met at Des Moines in 1880 Representative
Bruce T. Seaman of Secott County introduced a bill on
January 22nd amending the Code of Towa to make May
30th a legal holiday. The bill was passed by the House by a
vote of 90 to 9. The Senate approved the same measure by
a 40 to 1 vote and the bill was signed by Governor John H.
Gear on March 12, 1880.9°

The State of Iowa was thirty-four years old in 1880, but
its youth forms no measure of the magnitude of its sacri-
fice in the Civil War. In four years Towa lost almost twice
as many men killed in action or died of wounds as did the
thirteen original colonies in the seven long years of the
American Revolution! The saerifices of the Hawkeye State
were recognized by the Towa State Register in the follow-
mg editorial on May 29, 1880:

““This is Decoration Day — sacred to the heart of every
lover of his country. It is an old theme, but one very dear
to those who shouldered their muskets and tramped out
the weary years that marked the bloody era of the great
rebellion. It awakens memories of that great struggle that
flood the soul with joy and with grief — joy that the strug-
gle, dark, gloomy and nearly without hope at times, ended
with a country saved from dismemberment:; grief, at the
death of the thousands of the men who died that we might
enjoy the blessings of free government, under a great and
prosperous nation. The memory of these brave souls, who
made the supremest sacrifice known to man — of life itself
— ought, and always will be treasured with holy patriotism
by those who believe that this people should be a nation,

9 Towa State Register (Des Moines), January 22, 23, March 13, 16, 1880;

Journal of the House of Representatives, 1880, pp. 44, 45, 431, 463, 484 ; Jour-
nal of the Senate, 1880, pp. 35, 38, 201, 294, 322; Laws of Iowa, 1880, Ch. 31,
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strong in all its attributes of power, freedom, and happi-
ness of its people.”’

After pointing out how lowa had marshalled nearly
eighty thousand men, who won the ‘‘plaudits of the world”’
by their ‘‘unflinching valor’’ at such battles as Wilson’s
Creek, Donelson, Vicksburg, Shiloh, Corinth, Nashville,
Lookout Mountain, and on Sherman’s March to the Sea,
the editor continued: ‘‘The future Iowa people — those
who shall come with centuries yet to follow — need never
be downcast at the record of Iowa men who went forth in
the brunt of the battle that wiped out forever the foul blot
of human slavery and its attendant horrors. ‘Storied mon-
uments and animated busts’ will arise to proclaim the
valor and heroism of our Iowa Soldiers.”’

Originally scheduled for Saturday, May 29th, the 1880
Decoration Day services at Des Moines had to be postponed
until Sunday because of rain, but the program was carried
out to the letter. The parade started promptly at two
o’clock in the afternoon, the booming of the signal cannon
being followed by the ringing of all the church bells in the
city for twenty minutes. The order of procession was:

Kinsman Post

Kast Side public schools

Catholie schools

West Side publie schools

Veteran Soldiers and Sailors’ Association

Crocker Post

Joe Hooker Post

Military companies escorting the vehicles containing the thirty-
eight little girls, representing the different States

Fire companies and civie societies

Citizens on foot

Carriages containing the president and orators of the day, city
council, decoration committee, ete., ete.

Citizens in carriages
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Bands were assigned their positions in the parade by the
marshal. Upon arriving at the ground the following
order of services was observed: decoration of graves by
committee and friends; calling to order at the stand by the
President of the Day, Colonel Conrad; prayer by Chaplain
W. W. Thorpe; music by the band; music by the quartet;
address by Chaplain D. R. Lucas; music by male quartet;
address by Comrade Robert Afton; music by quartet; vol-
unteer addresses; benediction.

Each family had been asked to contribute at least one
bouquet but flowers were sent in such profusion that, in
addition to supplying each grave with two wreaths and
three bouquets, there were enough to allow flowers to be
strewn over all.??

The pattern followed by Des Moines in 1880 is typical of
the average memorial service in Towa. The fact that
Memorial Day became so strongly entrenched in the hearts
of the people was in large measure due to the heavy sacri-
fices that Towa had sustained in the ‘“War Between the
States’’, to the large number of widows and orphans who
were left to mourn the dead, and to the strength of the
G. A. R. in Towa. In 1886, for example, there were about
four hundred Civil War veterans living in the city of
Keokuk alone.??

In 1890 the Towa Department of the Grand Army of the
Republic reached its peak strength — 20,324 members in
435 Posts. In 1918 a total of 4700 comrades from 289 Posts
visited 543 cemeteries to decorate 27,400 graves on Memo-
rial Day. In 1935 only sixty-two members attended the

o1 Jowa State Register (Des Moines), May 29, 30, 31, 1880,

92 Keolkuk Daily Constitution, May 28, 29, 30, 31, 1886. The Constitution
contained numerous items and many columns on Decoration Day. The list of
veterans living in Keokuk and Jackson Township was printed in full. It
shows the out-of-State ex-Federal soldiers with the company and regiment in
which they served. Fully half the northern States are represented,
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Sixty-first Annual Encampment in Waterloo.?* When
Memorial Day was observed in 1944 less than a score of
veterans remained of the 79,000 Iowans who responded to
the call of ‘‘Father Abraham’’ in those stirring Civil War
years.?

Memorial Day was inaugurated in 1868 as a distinetly
northern holiday, the South observing its own Confederate
Memorial Day on April 26th. In 1873 New York adopted
‘“Decoration Day’’ as a public holiday, the first Northern
State to do so. Rhode Island made the day a legal holiday
in 1874, Vermont in 1876, New Hampshire in 1877, Wiscon-
sin in 1879, and Iowa in 1880. Ohio and Massachusetts
legalized Memorial Day in 1881. Since then it has gradu-
ally become a legal holiday in all the Northern States and in
the Territories.®s

For many years after 1868 Memorial Day orators used
the occasion to glorify the success of the Union over the
Confederacy. Time has done much to mellow this bitter
spirit — historians, writers, and poets have endeavored to
deal with both sides of the question with sympathy and
understanding. When sons of the men who had worn the
Blue and Grey charged up San Juan Hill a new nation

98 Swisher’s The Iowa Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, pp.
38—46. In 1922 the Fifty-sixth National Encampment was held at Des Moines.
Veterans from every State were among the twenty thousand who gathered in
our Capital City that year. Major Samuel H. M. Byers, distinguished poet
and author of Iowa in War Times, came all the way from Long Beach to at-
tend the National Encampment in Des Moines. Although many thought this
would be the ‘‘Last Great Encampment’’ Des Moines was destined to play
host to the Seventy-eighth National Encampment in September of 1944, By

that time only a handful of veterans were able to attend.— The Des Moines
Register, September 9, 10, 11, 1944,

94 The Des Moines Register, May 30, 31, 1944. The same was true through-
out the Nation. Although 750,000 lined Riverside Drive in New York City to
watch 25,000 Memorial Day marchers only two G. A. R. veterans were able to
participate.— New York Times, May 31, 1944,

95 Douglas’s The dAmerican Book of Days, p. 296.
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was forged out of the courage exhibited in that epic event.
Early in the 20th century General John B. Gordon, a
famous Confederate general, told Union veterans at St.
Paul that ‘‘The reason it took you so long to defeat us was
that we were Americans like yourselves.”’

In 1913, the whole nation thrilled when more than fifty
thousand veterans of the Civil War met in a grand reunion
at Gettysburg. ‘‘It was an army united in sentiment and
united in fact, for the blue linked arms with the grey. They
marched the dusty road together from the village ; they sat
down at the same mess tables, and they talked over the war
before the campfires.”” The crowning event came when the
survivors of Pickett’s Charge marched through the wheat
fields and up the hill to clasp the hands of the surviving
members of the Union force who had held that position
against them. General Sickles, the only corps commander
of the Union Army at Gettysburg who was living in 1913,
was the recipient of hundreds of salutes from the ‘‘Boys in
Grey’’.%8

Since that memorable reunion at Gettysburg the United
States has passed through the fiery cauldron of World War
I and is now engaged in a life and death struggle in World
War II. Memorial Day has taken on a wider, a deeper,
and a more intimate meaning in ITowa and the Nation.
Veterans of the Spanish-American War and the American
Legion now bolster the thinning ranks of the G. A. R., hold-
ing aloft the Stars and Stripes as grateful tribute is paid
to the memory of our soldier dead.

And now a host of new names must be entered on the
obelisk of fame that will mark the military exploits of our
Iowa warriors. At Pearl Harbor and Bataan, Guadaleanal,
Tarawa, and Saipan, the Midway Islands and the Coral
Sea, Kiska and Attu, in Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, and

96 Swuax City Journal, July 1, 2, 3, 4, 1913.
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Germany Towans match their exploits with the heroes of
old and many will pay the supreme price of freedom. By
some divine alchemy the heroism of men becomes the her-
itage of the world. At no time is this more keenly felt than
on Memorial Day.

Witness, for example, the memorial services held at Des
Moines on September 10, 1944, when the Seventy-eighth
National Encampment of the G. A. R. was held in the capi-
tal city of Iowa. Seated in the Coliseum with bowed heads,
fourteen Union veterans paid reverent tribute not only to
their departed comrades but to the heroic dead of World
War II. Addressing his words directly to the sorrowing
relatives and friends of those who had given their lives in
Africa, in Europe, in Asia, and in the South Pacific, 95-
year-old George A. Gay of Nashua, New Hampshire, de-
clared: ‘‘This memorial is not only to our G. A. R. but it is
for every citizen in this hall. You have lost your loved
ones and we have lost ours. But they are not dead — they
live and they walk beside us.”’®7

WioLiam J. PETERSEN

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JOowWA
IowA CiTy IowaA

87 The Des Moines Register, September 11, 1944, ITowans may take genuine
pride in MacKinlay Kantor’s Happy Land which deftly deseribes the Memo-
rial Day spirit of a typieal small Towa town at the same time that it offers
comfort to the bereaved.
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