
PETER WILSON IN THE IVIL WAR 

1863-1865 

This is the final installment of letters written by Peter 
Wilson during his service in the Civil War. For the last 
thirteen months he was a prisoner of war in Texas and only 
two notes seem to have been muggled out during this 
period. 

Rolla, Mo., Jan. 13th, 1863 
Dear Brother: 

I take this opportunity to let you know how we come on. 
We are o far on the way to Davenport. e have been look
ing round thi town since yesterday morning and I think ii 
i time to put some of what we ha e een on paper. It 
won't make much difference to future generations but for 
my own ati faction I will note down what I think of Rolla. 
We left amp Benton unday evening and marched down 
to the depot. We left t. Louis the ame evening and rattled 
along over the roughe t road imaginable. Daylight found 
u 70 or 80 miles from St. Loui . The train stopped at a 
farmhouse where there were plenty of chicken . The boys 
commenced firing out of the car window making some com
motion among the feathered tribe but little damage was 
done. 

We arrived at Rolla a little after sunrise, got out of the 
cars, took breakfast, and then came here to our present 
camp, a little east of town, beautifully ituated among scrub 
oak timber. I promised to de cribe thi magnificent town. 
The situation is high and dry like Fort Donelson, the homes 
mostly new, not painted yet. There is " aloon" written on 
the door of every other hou e. Th~re are a good many log 
houses. The town is something like the ize of Toledo. It is 
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the present terminus of the Pacific Railroad and like all 
little towns of the same kind has plenty of speculation going 
on. There are a good many government buildings, store
houses, hospital, &c. There are a great many government 
teams getting ready to start to the frontier with supplies 
for the army. The recent troubles at Springfield were the 
cause of our being sent here. The citizens got scared and 
requested the commander of the post to send for more 
troops. There seems to be no cause for alarm as the Rebels 
have been unable to accomplish anything and are reported 
falling back. I don't know how long we may tay here. 
Perhaps if things get quiet we may oon tart for Da en
port. 

The country in the vicinity of Rolla is something like the 
country below Toledo, the settlers much the ame as in 
Dixie. Rambling round thi morning with a comrad we 
called at a house to get some water. girl came to the door, 
looked at us, then shut the door, and peeped out the window 
at u . We knocked again but got no satisfaction. I con
cluded it wa rather singular conduct but perhaps the ladies 
were too much ece h. Perhaps if we tay a week here we 
may call again and have the matter explained. Fre h pork, 
turkeys & chickens are continually coming into camp. The 
chance for jayhawking is not very good owing to the fact 
that so many have been here before us but we will glean up 
what is left. 

We ha e 23 men in Co. G. The Col. i not with us. We 
have little restraint put on u . We have the small tent, five 
men in one. I like to be in tents much better than in bar
racks. They are warm enough for the climate and more 
quiet than in the barracks. I don't anticipate much :fighting 
out this way. This being the depot for supplies for the fron
tier army has to be carefully guarded. The trains must be 
guarded against Bushwhacker . The road to pringfield is 
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about 140 miles and ometime the Rebels capture the trains. 
I suppose there will be a heavy escort sent this time. I think 
that 1s why we are here, to guard the place in the ab ence of 
the 1 egular troop who will go with tomorrow's train. The 
teams ar th usual six mules and heavy covered wagon. It 
makes little difference to the drivers whether the mule are 
trained or not. It is amusing to see the monkey hine go
ing on among the team ters getting their mules hitched up. 
Six new mules make some motions at their :first go off. Gov
ernment team ters get 25 [dollars] per month. They have 
rough time but their work is not as hard a tho e that work 
on a farm. This place is 100 miles from t. Louis. The 
.1ailroa is graded some of the way to pringfield but the 
car have not run beyond this place. 

vas amused thi morning at the appearance of the 
farmers that were in town selling their produce. One old 
f llo and his boy had eggs, butter, rabbits, squirrels, pos
sums, turkeys, chickens, and two nice large fat deer. Com
moditi sell [at] a good price. There is generally a good 
marh~t where there are plenty of oldiers. aloon keepers 
eem to have the majority in all towns in lave tate . I 

think if I wa led blindfold into a trange town I could tell 
a . oon a my eyes were open whether I wa in a lave tate 
or not. Here in Rolla the pigs and cow have undi puted 
possession of the front yards. The farmers round here wear 
the everla ting butternut. I hate that color ever since 
Donel on & Pittsburg. The women say that our soldiers 
ha taken nearly everything they had. 1 ne Id lady la
mented h r last old hen yesterday. One of our boys came 
along and killed it. He would have done the same had it 
beer. the la t in fo. For my part I seldom prowl after 
chickens. I think the people are to be pitied that live in thi 
State. While I am writing one of the boys came in and re
ported having found a flock of beep. About twenty are ju t 
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starting. They will be apt to have mutton for supper. I am 
writing on my knee so I will finish, not being used to it. 
You may direct as usual only keep off "Paroled", as we go 
by that no longer. Benton Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., Co. G, 
14th Iowa, will find us here or wherever we may be. We did 
not receive pay yet, I think we will not get any for two 
months. I will not write any more this time. I will write 
from our next stopping place if we go anywhere else. For 
the present good bye, your brother, 

Columbus, Ky., Jan. 20th, 1863 
Dear Brother: 

I received your letter a few days ago and take the present 
opportunity of answering. The only news of importance is 
that we are all ready to leave Columbus and expect to start 
tomorrow morning. We go down the River, 1 rumor sa s to 
Texas but we only conjecture. The 6th Division is all going 
from this vicinity. Gen. Smith 2 commands the Division. 
Col. Shaw3 will command our Brigade. We will most likely 
see some active service this spring. The Reg. is in fine order 
as far as health is concerned. It is a severe time to leave 
our cabins as the snow is quite deep but no doubt we will go 
far enough South to get out of the cold. I send home my 
extra clothing; it is only some shirts and my coat. The 
shirts are in J. Felter's box. The coat is in a box sent to 
your address at Toledo. There is another coat in the box. 
You may leave it at Mr. Thomas's so the man can get it 
some time when he comes to Buckingham. We are leaving a 
good place to take the chances in the field. 

W have fared sumptuously every day for a long time. 

1 The Mississippi River. 

2 Possibly Brigadier General Andrew J. Smith. 

s Colonel William T. Shaw commanded the Fourteent h Iowa Infantry 
throughout the War. 
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We may look forward to hard tack as our principal tand 
by now. I am glad we are going. I want to see some more 
of the South before our time is up. There are ten of Co. G 
enlisted in the Veterans and some more intend to go in. 
There are only about thirty old soldiers in the company. I 
suppose we will have a :fine lot of recruit before long. They 
will ee the elephant in full size before they are long in the 
service} I will write from our first stopping pla.ce. Until 
then good bye. 

Benton Barracks, Jan. 21st, 1863 
Dear Father: 

We have just arrived at Benton Bks. I found your letter 
dated Jan. 8th upon arriving. I received one from James 
ju t before we left Rolla. I am glad to know that you are 
all well and getting our house up &c . . . I think you 
will tire of keeping a igger. There are plenty of them 
here, shiftless, good for nothing as may be. 

It mu t be you jump at conclusions in thinking the fir t 
soldier will all die or be killed. Of course bullets are no 
way particular who they hit but I am convinced that we 
stand much better chances of keeping our health in the 
South now than formerly. We have been out ten days in the 
wor t kind of winter weather, we lo t two night ' leep in 
going and coming, I was up two nights on picket guard, we 
had rough times in all respect , but none of the men were 
sick during the time. uch a trip la t winter would have 
been very different. There are but few of the 14th now, 
only 60 men were with u this time. I will put them against 
any men in the service for standing hard u age or :fighting. 
I might as well say for jayhawking too. The people of Rolla 

' The meamng of this statement is not clear. Perhaps P eter Wihon refer 
to the story of the blind men who tried to determine what an l phant was like 
by feeling various parts of its body, such as the trunk, leg, tail, and side. 
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will remember us for some time. The amount of goods taken 
from the groceries yesterday would be worth at least 200 
dollars. I don't justify such conduct nor have anything to 
do with it. I can't say that I pity the losers much. They 
are a lot of unprincipled suckers that make fortunes in a 
short time by selling goods at exorbitant prices to the sol
diers. I think if they make much of the 14th they deserve 
it. 

The country, what we saw of it between St. Louis & Rolla, 
is rather hilly but the land is pretty good. We had merry 
times coming in this morning. Having plenty of ammuni
tion we sometimes took a shot from the car windows at 
dogs, sometimes at chickens round the houses, &c. Al
though we had rough times we liked the trip very much. I 
don't know what will be the next move. We will either come 
to Davenport or the Union Brigade will come here. If we 
come to Davenport I will most likely be home for ashort 
time. If we stay here I cannot come home, but it is not much 
difference. This is a good place. My health is good. I have 
nothing to complain of in any way. Frank 11 is much im
proved since he came here. John R. Felter is with us. He 
is looking well but not so well as when he left. The snow 
that fell a few day ago is melted and Benton Barracks is 
very muddy but we have little to do in muddy weather. It 
seems almost like home to be back in this place. 

I see no reason to dread the future. I think the war will 
go on and many must fall perhaps without doing much 
good. I trust that the Almighty hand that has kept me in 
health thus far will keep me still in safety although much 
danger may be before me. If it is God' will that I find my 
grave in the South I hope to be ready. Let it come when it 
may, I am determined to do my duty and come home honor-

s Frank was probably Benjamin Franklin Thomas, who was an old and close 
friend of Peter Wilson's. 
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ably or ne er. till I do not anticipate lo ing my life. I 
ha e trong hope that I will go afely through. fter what 
we ha e come out of already I think we hould be mor 
hopeful under difficultie in the future. There i not much 
prospect of the 14th being filled very oon 6 and we are 
likely to be at ome unimportant place for ome time. I 
think if I had my choice I would prefer going to Dixie with 
a full reo-iment to staying in Benton Barrack the way we 
have been. The pro pect of tayinO' in Dixie perhap for 
year I don't much like but if w ha a good regiment I am 
willing to go outh and ee the war ended before comino
back. e mi ht be taken pri oner again but we mio-ht not 
in a long time. If we get a fair chance there i not much 
dang r. I need not write any more now. If we come to 
Davenport I vill be home oon after we arrive, if not I will 
write a u ual. 

our affect. on, 

I expected to have ent home ome clothe but it eem 
we cannot get our lo t clothino- now. 

Jan. 2 th, 1 63 
Dear Brother: 

It i not long ince I have written all that eemed worth 
writing but we have just been paid this afternoon and for 
once I mu t end ome mon home. I find that to keep my 
mon y is poor policy a there are o many way of pending 
mon y h re. There wa onl two month 'pay due me up to 
th fir t of Jan. The boy here owe me 20$ all of which I 
will t this time. . Burright owe me 10 dollar . I will 
find him ome tim . I will nd a much a I can spare thi 
tim. 

6 Th placing of newly enli ted men in old regiment was hindered by the 
desire of influential men to form new regiments and thu secure for them elve 
commissions as officer . ually old regim"nts had few place for newly 
commissioned officer . 
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We have not been paid more than two hours and a good 
many of the boys have gone to town to have a spree. Some 
of the green ones may come back without much money. 
Some have left their money in safekeeping until they come 
back. I have about 200$ belonging to different ones. It is 
needless to explain the kind of places the majority of sol
diers frequent whenever they have money. More of the 
soldiers are ruined at such places than killed in battle. 
Gambling prevails to some extent; after payday I have 
seen a dozen or :fifteen banks in full business at the same 
time in Benton Barracks. Dice i used more than cards for 
gambling but both are u ed. There are some sharp custom
ers among the soldier sometimes too sharp for the regular 
gamblers. I have sometimes watched the g·ame long enough 
to see how it goes. 

It is reported that we start tomorrow for Carond let 
some ten miles from St. Louis to guard the avy yard or 
properly speaking the new gunboats that are being built 
there. Only two Co's are going. Co's G & H are the ones. 
I hear no more of going to Davenport but still we may come 
after all. It looks as if we are to be cut up into small de
tachments to do small kind of business. It is just as well 
for us perhaps but somehow I would prefer being :filled up 
and try it in Dixie. The boys are spoiling here. They 
hardly know how to behave any longer. One good thing 
there are no brawls among ourselves. The boys stand up 
for one another in all scrapes that any member may get into 
so that if some one does something that is against all rules 
such as knocking the lights out in a grocery in the evening 
and taking whatever is handy or taking a milk pail from a 
pedlar wagon, any kind of stealing whatever is never re
ported. If any one gets drunk the orders are to report him 
so that he may be sent to the guardhouse. Instead of doing 
so we stow them away in some quiet place until sober. We 
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have ome hard cases in the Co. There is nothing too bad 
for them to do and they are seldom out of mischief of some 
kind. ome of the worst will desert as soon as we are or
dered into the field again. How long before that time shall 
come I cannot gues . 

I think we have ome reason to fear that traitors in the 
orth are going to trouble u . I see in today's paper that 

the 119th Ill. is under arre t for disloyalty and quite a 
strong party in the orth is in favor of ending the war on 
any term .7 I hope the government will severely punish 
northern traitor . If half of that regiment were shot it 
would be no more than they deserve. f ter all the blood 
that has been pilled it is too bad to give it up. It is poor 
comfort to the Ill. soldiers now in the field to see how the 
traitors at home are trying to undo all they have done. 

To be sure little has been done, but if the war i carried 
on the we tern men will open the Mis is ippi and keep it 
open. I have not much hopes of the Eastern Army taking 
Richmond but I want to see the war go on some time yet 
and if we mu t acknowledge the outhern Confederacy let 
them sue for peace. Then and not before could a peace be 
made that would be honorable and fair in case of a epara
tion. We mu t have Kentucky, fi souri, and Maryland or 
nothinO' ha been gained by the war. If the orth concludes 
to top fighting the outh will claim all the border tate . 
I have often heard the ece h ay they mu t ha e all the 
lave tate and they will if they pos ibly can. 

I suppose there are some of the people not ten miles from 
Buckingham that would indorse the trea onable peeches 
made in the ill. legislature this winter. If they lived in 
Mi souri instead of Iowa they would suffer for their 
oprmons. 

1 The term 11 appeasers '' was evidently unC:erstood although it was not then 
in uae. 
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Jan. 31st 
We are now in Carondelet, comfortably settled in a stone 

schoolhouse something like the one three miles from Cedar 
Rapids. Co. G in the house and Co. Gin the barn.8 We 
like this place the best of any place we have ever been in. 
Carondelet is about twice as large as Cedar Rapid . It is 
pleasantly situated on bank of the river. The avy yard is 
at the lower part of the town. I have spent considerable 
time inspecting it but I cannot give much idea of the extent 
of it in this letter. There are five gunboats being built 
there. One will be launched Tuesday, two are afloat and 
almost finished. 

I will finish by giving you some idea of our duty here. In 
the daytime we have nothing to do. We have to do our duty 
in the night. We will be on duty about four hours every 
third night. The first comes on at six and is relieved Whe 
second at ten. They are relieved by the 3rd at two and the 
third stand until six. Then the workmen commence for the 
day. There are five or six hundred men working on the 
boats. It sounds something like a boiler manufactory. The 
noise is intolerable. Of course we need not stay in longer 
than we please. There is so much machinery it i quite a 
treat to spend a few hours looking at it. 

I need not write any more this time. I wil try in my next 
to describe some of the gunboat . 

Your brother, 

Benton Barracks, F eb. 11th, '63 
Dear Father: 

As it is time to write o as to give the letter time to get 
through in the usual time I proceed to write a few lines 
although there is nothing worth mentioning without it is 
the state of the weather, roads, and Benton Barracks in 

s This is apparently a slip in writing. The two companies were G and H. 
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particular. Mo. against the world for mud and Benton 
Barracks against any part in the tate. One good thing we 
can keep out of it as we have little to do. The winter ha 
been unusually mild and but very little frost but plenty of 
rain. There seems to be more ickne this winter than 
there was la t not in our Regt. but in the new, and among 
citizens. There is considerable mall pox both among sol
diers and citizens in St. Louis. o ca es that I have heard 
of have been known in this camp but in the hospitals in the 
City and in some parts of town. The small pox hospital is 
far enough out of the way to be safe and all who take it are 
sent there. I have vi ited ome of the large hospitals to see 
acquaintance and found them very well conducted and 
good care taken of the patient . 

ince coming back to the Barrack O we have not de,ne 
much nor made any move toward :filling or reorganising 
the Regiment. I think there is no particular line of action 
marked out for u yet. It seems to me there is a good deal 
of uncertainty in the mo t of Uncle am's affairs at present 
and small hopes of their getting better. till we mu t carry 
on the war, hoping to have more succ ss in future. The men 
that want to make peace now are nothing but Sece h and 
ought to be dealt with as such. I see no way but stick to the 
President in all his measures and if they agree to arm the 
Negroes so much the better. But I need not discuss such 
affairs. The subject is too extensive to go into. The un
settled state of affairs in the Regiment makes it an easy 
matter to get discharged from the service now if any thing 
is the matter. Quite a number have been discharged this 
winter that were in good health and some on pretence f 
being unfit for service. If I should have a spell such as I 
had in Memphis I could easily get a discharge but I have 

9 o explanation is given in the letters pre erved of the return to Benton 
Barracks. 
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not seen a sick day since I was home and hope I may con
tinue so. I would much rather see the war ended before I 
come home than be discharged for disability. 

I need not add your affect. son, 

Benton Barracks, Feb. 18th, 1863 
Dear Brother: 

I have just received your letter and proceed to reply, 
though nothing new i to be the ubject. We have been here 
since coming from Carondelet and we neither drill nor any 
thing el e. Sometimes it is whispered that we will be con
solidated with the 8th & 12th and commanded by Col. 
Geddes 10 of the 8th but whether such will be the case we 
can't find out. If the three Regts. could be brought to the 
arrangement peaceably they would make a first rate regi
ment but there are too many aspirants whose hones,-'of a 
commission would vanish to make the thing comfortable, so 
it will be again t the wi hes of mo t of the men. But I 
don't know as it will be done so I will not write any more of 
the matte.r. In any case it won't matter to me. It will 
bring us sooner into the :field and I would ju t as soon go 
there as any other place. The spring is coming and it will 
be more pleasant now camping than in the winter. 

You must be in good spirits at home ge ting so much for 
wheat. I don't expect to save much money in the army as it 
is almost impossible to do so being paid regularly and in 
company all the time but if I keep well it won't make much 
difference. 

I received a letter from Uncle David today. He says they 
have expected us at Davenport for a long time and meant 
to have roast turkey &c when we came. Perhaps we may 
come yet and if so we will have good times at the Grove, 

10 James L. Geddes, of Vinton, had commanded the Eighth Iowa during mo t 
of its service. 
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but I have but small hopes of coming this time somehow. 
For the short time I pent there I took quite a fancy to the 
place or the people I don't know which. The Union Brigade 
is still at Davenport and we hear nothing of their being 
sent here. It seems to me we must get together sometime. 
I want to see C. Burright to get what he owes me. ou may 
pay Gaston 11$ dollars although I had only agreed to pay 
John when Corniel paid me. There are some things Frank, 
John, and I sent in company to fr. Thoma . I had in
tended if we received our lost clothing to send home all I 
did not need, but we have not got it and some things I did 
not need I ent among Frank's things. I have no more to 
write this time. Give my respects to inquiring friends &c. 

Benton Barracks, 
1:arch 4th, '63 

Dear Father: 
I neglected to write la t week becau e I had nothing to 

write and it is not much better yet, but I will send a few 
lines this week to let you know that we are still in Benton 
Barracks working at the ame trade and in good health. 
We have almo t come to the conclusion that the War De
partment has forgotten us. I have not heard a whisper of 
what we are going to do or whether we are to take any more 
active part in the seemino-ly endless war. It eems the 
longer we fight the le s success we meet with. If we lose a 
few more gunboats the Rebels will have as good a fleet as 
we. I think the orth is in rather a ticklish place. They 
can't honorably give up the struggle and there is not much 
encouragement in carrying it on. I think the best way is to 
put it through right or wrong until some side says enough, 
as the saying is in common terms. The number that fall in 
the struggle must be very great. Take for instance the 3rd 
Iowa Regt. They were in this camp last Sept., 950 men as 
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good looking as ever came from Iowa. They are here now 
and have only 100 men fit for duty. They were only in one 
battle, that of Arkansas Post, where their loss in killed was 
but slight. They have perhaps 100 men dead and 150 desert
ers; the balance are in the hospitals. I think that is the 
worst state of affairs in any of the Iowa Regts. Some of 
the others are not much better. The old Regts. seem to have 
a better sort of men in them. I think the aggregate of 
deserters from the 14th would not amount to more than 
twenty and we have now been 16 month in the service. We 
have at present very few sick men but we may account for 
that in having good winter quarters and not undergoing the 
privations of soldiers in the field. 

If we went to Dixie where the common chances of war 
would give some chance for advancement I think my pros
pects would be good. As it is there is nothing going on. I 
think in filling the vacancies that are now in the Co. I can 
get only one step higher but the next, if ever that comes, my 
chance is good for a commi sion. So the sooner we go into 
active service the better it will suit me, but I am only hoping 
that we may go South without any probability of our going. 
Governor Kirkwood is trying to get us to Davenport and if 
he succeeds he will then have us sent to the frontiers. This 
would be all very good if he can accompli h it. I received a 
letter from James today. I need not answer it this week as 
this is sufficient. I think the boys might g·o at it and write 
me how all the business in their charo-e is progressing. I 
am mostly idle and a letter from the boys would be very 
acceptable. I need not write any more thi time. 

Benton Barracks, March 12 [1863] 
Dear Brother: 

I will send a few lines this week as usual but I don't 
know what to write. 'rhe prospect of :filling the vacancies 
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in th o. i all over for the pre ent. I think after all our 
waitinO' we will go to Dixie ju ta we are. Of cours there 
mu t be an orO'anization of ome kind. They will mo t likely 
make thr companie of the 14th and atta h us to ome
thing 1 e. The law i to con olidate Regts. that number 
le than 505 m n. If we get no more recruit and go outh 
now we will oon get below that number so we may as well 
xpect to b con olidated ooner or later. If they would 

fill u up and end u to acti e er ice and a quick a acan
cie [occur] in the commi ioned offic r fill th m from 
tho e entitled to promotion there would b more encoura O'e
ment in the bu ine . Th re i a urplu of commi sion d 
and noncommi ioned officer now o of our e there i no 
promotion at thi time. 

It em too bad to keep tho e that cam out in the first 
call in the rank and give th m no bane to et up and o 
many mor regiment rai d ince they a e out. I don't 
know how they m an to officer th con cripts. I hope they 
will fill th 14th with them. I uppo e they will make new 
regiment with them and do th ame in all r p ct a with 
volunteer . 

How do ou lik the con cript law and what do ou think 
of the pro pect of the , ar for the nion I think it look 
uncertain but I hope it ma 0 ·o ah ad for y ar rather than 
top without a compli bin th d ir d end. om time I 
e letter to the boy in tbi ReO'iment o full of ecesh 

notion that if the writer w re xpo ed they would be 
ver ly puni b d, 1 tter encouraging de ertion c. It e m 
there are number of opperhead in Iowa. I hope the 
con cription will find ome of th m. I r pect an open 
enemy that will fight for what be believe in but tho e in the 

orth rn tate that can find nothin better to do than 
work aO'ain t u in every m an nPaking way ought to be 
put into th ervic and mad to toe the mark. It would at 
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least get them where they would get less in numbers. Frank, 
John, and myself will send a box in company. I will send 
my overcoat and one of my blankets. I know now what is 
necessary in Dixie so I will not take anything more than is 
necessary with me, one rubber blanket and one government 
blanket are all that I will carry besides some shirts &c. 

There is some talk of our starting down the river soon. 
Our Lieut. Col. has resigned.11 He is not much force so no 
one cares. Our Major is ditto.12 Somehow our field officers 
always were of the poor sort with the exception of old 
Shaw13 and he is fishing for a brigadiership. Governor 
Kirkwood gives his friends appointments in the army with
out knowing how they are qualified. So it goes, but I must 
finish for this time. I enclose a list of Co. G. It may be of 
use to refer to if I wish to do so at some future time so I 
will send it where it can be kept safe. 

I will write next week. Perhaps we may know nc:w. soon 
we may start by that time. You might write a longer letter 
and give me your opinions on matters and things. I have 
dropped most of my correspondents so I don't get so many 
letters now as formerly. 

March 13th 
I have just received a letter from Flora 14 enclosing one 

from Scotland. A letter from Scotland is so much out of my 
line it don't interest me much but still I was pleased to get 
it. I would like to know their sentiments on the Secesh 
question. I suppose they are not particular how it goes if 
they only have good times in Scotland. Quite unexpectedly 
we received orders this morning to elect a Fir t Lieut. 

11 This was Edward W. Lucas of Iowa City. 

12 The name of this officer has not been found. 

13 Colonel William T. Shaw. 

14 Flora Wilson, an older sister and one of Peter's faithful correspondents. 
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Sergts. Hazlett & Shanklin 111 were the candidates. Hazlett 
was elected by a large majority. I think if we fill any more 
it will be done accordino- to seniority. If o hanklin will 
be Second Lieut. Gallagher 16 is apt. now. All the troops 
here now except the 14th have marching orders. 

ccording to a r cent order from the War Department if 
a Company has le s than fifty men they can't have more 
than two com.mi ioned officer so there is no telling 
whether we will get the number or not. I think if ol. Shaw 
stay with us we will be all right. It i not certain whether 
we will leave this place oon or not. The nion Brigade has 
not joined us yet and of course they will before we leave. I 
am in good health and spirit . Let things go as they may I 
mean to keep a tiff upper lip, but I mu t finish a my letter 
is too long for anything there is in it. I forgot to mention 
that we are becoming adept in the bayonet exerci e. 

Dear Father: 
Benton Barrack , March 19th [1863] 

The time for receiving letters from home this week has 
gone by and none ha come o I mu t write now or you will 
not get thi next week. I carcely know what to write as 
little i going on here. There i no immediate pro pect of 
lea vino- Benton Barrack . It i rumored that Pope 17 i 
bound to get u into Iowa. He k ep the nion Brigade and 
perhap he may ucce din °· tting u into hi D partment. 
Of course we would pref er oing to the fronti r to O'OinO' 

outh but a it is not certain I need not write about it. How 
do the folks like the con cript act It eems to me if the 

opperhead mean to kick up a fu sin the orth their time 
ha come. There may be ome re i tance to the consc iption 
but I think if Jeff Davis can make it work we can. 

1s Andrew H . Hazlett of hueyville and .Joseph A. hanklin of Toledo. 

1s William · allagher of Toledo. 

11 Probably Major General .John Pope. 
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There is no use in thinking of peace until the South or the 
North is conquered. The South has all their available force 
now in the field and if we get 500,000 more men and go 
ahead I don't feel uneasy as to the result. We must do it 
and we must have men, so the soldiers indorse the conscript 
act and the sooner we get 500 of the rankest orthern Se
cesh into the 14th Iowa the better we would like it. Of 
course many of the conscripts will make as good soldiers as 
volunteers but there will be some that would not fight at all 
if they could help it and if they had their choice would fight 
again t us. They will have to toe the mark to atone for their 
disloyalty if they get into the old Regiments. It seems as 
though war matters must come to an end in this year. The 
South cannot be conquered at all if another year goes by 
and nothing accomplished. The longer I stay in the Army 
the more I hate the outh and wor e still their friends in the 
North. Perhaps if we had been in the field this winter I 
might feel differently on the subject but we have long 
wished to be organised and sent into the :field. As long as 
we are obeying orders we are not re ponsible for our idle
ness. 

There i one thing sure if we were in the field it would be 
better for a majority of the men. There are some of the 
boys that are completely spoiled by eing so long in a 
city with plenty of money and nothing to do. It i O"etting 
fashionable to teal anything they can. A few nights ago 
the post sutler' store here in camp wa broken into and 
several hundred dollars worth of revolvers, watches, &c 
taken out. The thing was done in a reckle s manner and the 
Provost Guard was soon on the ground but I think they will 
not succeed in proving any one guilty. There is any amount 
of mischief going on all the time and if we were ent to 
Dixie such work would come to an end. But I mu t finish 
this scribble. The weather is fine here and the fields begin 
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to look green. If you ha e uch weather in Iowa I uppo e 
you are owing wheat. 

Benton Barrack , Iarch 27th, '63 
Dear Father: 

I received your letter thi week too late to answer it but 
a I write to ome of you every w k I uppo e you hear 
from me often enouo-h. A long a we ta in Benton Bar
rack I can have nothing new to write. We xpect from time 
to time to leav for ome point down the River but there i 
no time et to leave yet. The late t report we have had i 
that a oon a the nion Brigade come from Davenport 
we will report to General Grant at ick burg. There i no 
telling when the nion Brigade may ome. We don't much 
expect to leave for som week at lea t, p rhap longer. 
We will get paid and exchange our Au trian mu ket for 
En£eld or pring:fi.eld rifle before we go. f we have to 
wait for con cript to fill the Regiment it will be two month 
before we get them. 

The arrangem nt made for giving furlough to the ol
dier ha not been u ed here yet. I uppo e th y will give 
ome furlough thi ummer but if we go thr or four hun

dred mile down the Ri er it would take o long to come 
home it would not pay to take a hort furlouo-h. I think 
there is not much chance of my coming home thi pring. 
A long a I am in good health it don't matter much. 

If we are paid I will end the boy ome books before we 
go down the River. I can get books very ·heap in t. Louis, 
if they let me know what kind to nd. The Hi tory of 
England in :five volume cost only two dollar . Byron, 

hake pere, cott, Pollock, or any uch can be had for rea
onable price and I can end them in the trunk we send our 
urplu clothes in. e have had plenty of time to read thi 

winter and I have improved it to ome extent. I found it 
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more to my mind than studying grammar. I guess I was 
not meant for a tudent o I mu t not go against what seems 
to be ordained. 

It is surpri ing that ncle Dodd 18 would come out at a 
time like thi . It mu t be he has more pluck than some of 
our relations that preceded him. I uppo e he will find a 
hearty welcome and no doubt he will like Iowa. If the war 
was carried on in the orth instead of the outh there 
would not be much immigration to it. The South will be 
reduced to a wildernes in a few years if they keep on :fight
ing. If accounts are true the begin to be in straits for 
provision now and they will get worse. The loss of Vicks
burg if they do lo e it and with it the fi si sippi will stop 
them from getting supplie from Texa . If they can hold 
out much longer I think they will learn to live on short 
rations something that few soldiers can tolerate. _,, 

But I will change the programme and write a little about 
raising garden vegetables in the vicinity of St. Louis. This 
morning John R. Felter and my elf went out of camp to 
take a ramble in the country or rather the uburbs of St. 
Louis. Among the variou object of intere t we noticed on 
a hillside a good many gla s house or rather frames cov
ered with glass roofs and fronts and looking so much like 
Uncle West's cabbage plant houses wet ought we would go 
in and look at them. There was omething like half an acre 
in beds of different plants all in good condition, cabbage 
plants of the early Oxheart kind just big enough to set out 
looking very thrifty and healthy. 11 kinds of plants gen
erally raised by gardeners were there in tens of thousands. 
They were setting them out today and they have some 
twelve or :fifteen acres of very good land. 

I think from the prices of their produce they must have a 

1s This was, app11Iently, Andrew Dodd, who had married Christine Wilson 
in Scotland. 
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good busines . He told me he had hi cabbag into market 
about the fir t of June. He i Hing some of the early 
tuff alread , such a lettuce, radi hes, c, at price not 

profitable to the con um r. He say the war hurts his busi
ne and particularly the blockade of the River. There is 
not o much bu in s done in t. Louis now as when the 
River was open to ew Orleans. Still there seem to be a 
great amount of bu ine going on. I have ju t received a 
letter from D. Galt, so I mu t finish and write a few lines to 
him. 

Benton Barracks, pril 6th, 1863 
Dear Father : 

You have heard before this time that w had gone from 
Benton Barrack o I will give you a hort account of our 
trip. e went to 1emphis to guard the Payma ter and 

ome even million of g!'eenbacks down the River. We had 
a plea ant trip and had no mi hap of any kind. The boat 
had a valuable cargo of government tores be ides the 
money to pay the soldier . We stopped at Cairo, olumbu , 
Island o. 10, Fort Pillow, and other place of note on the 
way down and arrived at Memphis and d po ited our charge 
in the bank all right, then spent 24 hour in the city. It 
pleased us to vi it our old prison under such different cir
cumstance . Memphis is strongly fortified and I think it 
will tay in the nion if fifty heavy guns in one of the best 
fort I have seen i any argument. The city could be de
moli bed in a short time and a mall force in the fort could 
hold the place again t a ho t. 

ontraband were coming in by the hundred, little wooly 
ni ger looking more like a new species of monkey were 
piled up on the wagon , men and women walking by the 
side. They mu t have brought their masters' best furniture 
along judging by the bureau , bed t "ads of the be t quality, 
feather beds, &c, that were piled on the wagons. I wonder 
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what i to be done with them. They are a kind of people I 
would not like to have for neio-hbour . 

The oldier down at l\1 mphi and oth r point on the 
river are in very good pirit . They are more than ever in 
for :fighting to the end. The general health i good. They 
think the time is not far di tant when the outh rn onfed
eracy will be number d among the thing that were. We 
found the Union Brigade at the Barrack on our return and 
we are under order for ick burg. I think we will tart 
in a f w day . I will end om book to th boy if I can 
get time to go to t. Loui tomorrow or before we tart. I 
need not write to Jan t thi time. I will writ when we get 
to Vicksburg. You ma not get my 1 tter very rerular now 
as it will be so far, I uppo e it will tak a week to et there. 
I may write from airo or Helena on th way down. I will 
write to Grandfather before we tart. 

Benton Barrack , pril th 
Dear Brother: 

I take this opportunity of ndin°· a few line ju t before 
we leave. We tart tomorrow morning for I mphi . We 
know not whether we may go farther than there at pre ent. 
I have ent some thing home b David Z hrung.19 My 
overcoat, one blanket, and my cap ar all that were worth 
ending. I ent ome book . ou will e what they are. 

The whole co t only even dollar . I think the boy will 
like cott's work . For my part I think Pollock the be t 
work of the kind that ever ha been written but if they had 
sent for any particular book I would ha e ent it. We have 
been paid two month 'wag and I mu t ke p con iderable 
as it may be ome time b fore we get any more. 

Joseph Shanklin ha been promoted to econd Lieut. 
without being elected b the o. I don't much like it ditto 

' 
10 David Zehrung was from Tama County. 
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Frank, as either of us might have beat him. Gallagher i 
apt. now and he eem to have taken matters into hi own 

hands in regard to promotion. The vacancies in the Ser
geants will be filled in a few day . If we could have an 
election I could get nine tenths of the votes for fir t er
geant. Still I am not certain if Gallagher appoints them 
him elf that I will be promoted at all. There is some mi -
chief kicked up in the ompany almost every day, that is 
the boys will rob pedlars, saloon keeper , &c, and some 
neak told Gallagher that I took no pains to prevent such 

thing . He believe it, I uppose, but a he never men
tioned the matter to me I have not attempted to clear my-
elf. One thing i I am sati fled of having done my duty to 

the letter. I will not curry favor with any officer, as I con
sider myself a good either a a man or a oldier as any of 
them. I feel somewhat vexed that I cannot get what the 
boys would give me now a the next tep from that is a com
m.is ion. You ee it i not all smooth sailing in the Army. 
However I can get along, if I mu t remain in my present 
place, o I mean to go ahead and do my duty let thing go 
a they may. I enclo e a likene for unt Mc Co sh with my 
respects. I got unburnt black a the picture on the trip to 
Memphis. 

I enclose ten dollar . It i not much but I have given up 
the notion of saving money soldiering at thirteen dollar 
per month. I will write from 1emphis in a few days. Give 
my love to all. gne must excuse my not answering her 
letter this time. I will do o before long. Direct as usual. 

Cairo, ill., April 12th, 863 
Dear Brother: 

I take this opportunity of sending a few lines to let you 
know where we are and how we are. It seems that the 14th 
is elected for good time yet awhile. We left St. Louis 
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calculating to soon be in front of the enemy but on arriving 
here we found that we had to relieve the 35th Iowa from 
duty at Cairo and let them have a chance to show their 
mettle at Vicksburg. So we al'e now stationed here as 
Provost Guards. We have to patrol the levee, guard the 
fort, prison, &c. We have good quarters and though Cairo 
is an unhealthy place, low and swampy, we are better off 
than at any point below. I have little fear of ill health now 
and I don't much mind where we go. As a general thing the 
boys are not particular where we go or stay. If we stay 
here we will have good times. The Lieut. Col. 20 is in com
mand. Old Shaw is on duty at St. Louis. The Lieut. Col. is 
recently promoted from Capt. He is very strict. He puts 
the men in the guardhouse for missing one roll call or steal
ing an apple from a pedlar. If he continues he will get 

omething like discipline in the Regt. I am glad tO-Se'e it. I 
am tired of the system of plundering that has been in fash
ion for some time. 

As I expected we have had no election for Orderly Sergt. 
The system of regular promotion has been introduced. 
Some of the Union Brigade were appointed Sergts. while 
we were on parole and Gallagher leaves them above Frank 
and myself, something unfair, as an election would have 
made us all right. I am Fourth Sergt., Frank Fifth. There 
may be a change in the program sometime. If election 
should ever be the order of the day to fill a vacancy in the 
commissioned officers I think I can come in. If regular pro
motion is the way, I think there is small chance of my ever 
getting a commission particularly if we stay in places of 
safety like this. But I will not mention this matter any 
more. At present numbers of the old officers of the 14th 
have resigned since the Battle of Shiloh and their places are 

20 The Lieutenant Colonel of the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry at this time was 
.Joseph H. Newbold. He wa& killed in action in Louisiana on April 9, 1864. 
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filled, some of them by smart men and some by the stupidest 
greenhorn in the Regiment. Some that were comm.is ioned 
in the Union Brigade are of that kind that cannot smell 
powder without getting faint and falling to the rear. I am 
glad that Co. G has officers of good pluck and common 
sense, if some are not the choice of the men. Capt. Gallagh r 
is the be t officer in the Regt., if he has used partiality in 
filling vacancie . 

Jonesboro, Ill., April 29th, 1863 
Dear Brother: 

I take my pen to scribble a few lines to pass the time thi 
afternoon as I am not bu y. Ye terday and the day before 
we had hard marching and today we are resting. The raid 
by Marmaduke 21 into Mo. caused some stir up that way. 
As we are only 25 mi]es from the Cape 22 of cour ewe had 
orders to go and help but we were too late t have a chance 
to fight from behind breastworks. A small force of Infan
try, some Cavalry, and the Artillery had no trouble in keep
ing the Rebels out. Reinforcement from above and below 
enabled our men to assume the offensive and at last accounts 
the Rebels were getting enough of it ten miles from the 
Cape. I have not heard how the battle terminated. I think 
the Rebel have had poor succe s this time. 

We have been longer in this place than we expected to be, 
still it i omething new bushwhacking in Ill. The country 
near the river is very hilly and the river bottoms heavily 
timbered. There are some fine farms on the bottoms, the 
land is said to be the be tin the state. The country is full of 
deserters and Secesh. We have arrested a good many of 
both kind . We found 15 barrels of whiskey and a quantity 
of powder near the ape this trip on the premises of a dis-

21 Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke, of the Confederate Army, led a 
raid into Central Missouri in the spring of 1863. 

22 Probably Cape Girardeau was the place meant. 
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loyal citizen and confiscated· the same. I think if we stay 
here long whiskey will be scarce as it is mostly owned by 
Copperheads and we spill it if we can [not] bring it in to 
the Quartermaster. I have seen four barrels spilled and 
not a man wish to drink any. Beer is the universal drink in 
the 14th now and there is seldom any drunkenness. We 
must respect private property here in Ill. though if they did 
not board [us] we would not be so honest. 

It seems the Rebel are coming into us at all points ju t 
now. I am glad of it as it is easier to fight them up this way 
than to hunt them in Arks. I think it is useless to hope for 
the restoration of the nion as it was or in any way, still I 
think it is best to go ahead and fight the Rebels until there 
is ome show for peace. I don't think that time will be very 
soon. There seems to be as much fight in the South as ever 
though they are said to be hard up. Well I mu t :finj_§h and 
go and eat supper at --- well I guess they will have 
something good to eat :md I will spend the evening with the 
girls. The men are so disloyal they cannot tay at home so 
we must tend to their women folks as much a po, sible in 
their absence. 

I have not seen Frank or John R. F elter for a week. I 
guess they are all right. I expect to ride forty or fifty mile 
tomorrow. As we have borrowed hor es we put them 
through. We mean to vi it some adjoining counties before 
going to Cairo. I think it will not be necessary for me to 
write from here again. I would not have written now if we 
had not the prospect of being so busy. I may not write for 
some days. 

Jonesboro Courthouse, Union Co., Ill. 

Dear Father: May 6th [1863] 

It is some time since I have had any letters from you but 
I suppose you are very busy at this time. It i not so with 
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m o I an afford to nd more letter than I g t. Jame 
ha b n r prompt about an werin my 1 tter for the 
la t , hil for , hi h I f 1 ery o-rat ful. ur letters go to 

airo to th R gim nt and th n ar nth r a opportunity 
off r . n rall nd a quad of pri on r to airo 

f , da and tho that tak th pri on r down 
th mail and uch thing a w n d. 
hav xt nd d our r ar h into the n igbbouring 

and ar doin · a good bu in among opp rhead 
d rt r . o-o in mall parti of ix or igbt and g n-

rall find our pri on r in the nio-bt wb n they don't exp ct 
u . I think our op ration will ha a good :ffect on th 
traitor in thi part of th tat . good many d rt rs 
aft r Ii in in h wood un il th y ot tir d of it om and 

iv th m l up. The pp rb ad ar v r qui th r 
now. I think the ar th b t n ighbour we hav v r had. 

hav bad on public dinn r and a ball and n t Tu day 
i appoint d for anoth r of th am . I uppo th re are 
om of th p opl that treat u w ll b cau e th y lik u 

but th majorit do it b cau e th fear u . Th y know 
th y are uil and th think by u in u well to ain our 
o-ood will and mak u b Ii ve th y are good nion m n. 

f cour e we will ace pt th ir ho pitality but if anythin i 
found out on an of th m that will end them to pri on they 
mu o after all their kindn to u . 

om that , have arr ed have b en nt nc d to ix 
month impri onm nt and 500 dollar. fin for harboring 
d rter burrahin for ,J ff Da i and u h lik . I think 
that i payino- for their whi tle but i i no mor than i 
nee ary to cur them of their di a . Ther are nly 

ome ix or eio-h nion men in thi plac . till notbin can 
b laid to the charge of mo t of them. Perhap after th 
I on th y ar rec iving i pa i,ho e that hav cap d 
thi tim will ke p out of mi chi f h r after. 
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It seems as though good fortune follows the 14th now as 
we could not find a better place than we are now in if we 
had our choice. The detachment that is here has the advan
tage of those in Cairo as our propensity for rambling is 
gratified and we are more at liberty but the whole Regiment 
is very well off, and the General in command at Cairo has 
spoken highly of us on several occasions. He is well pleased 
with our success up here and I see our doings here have 
been mentioned in the Chicago papers. To be sure this is 
unimportant business that we are engaged in but it is right 
for us to do well what we find to do. 

They are so strict now at Cairo that one of the boys was 
sent to the guardhouse for wearing a white hat on dress 
parade. It is easy enough to conform to the rules in dress 
and everything else and while we stay at Cairo where the 
General is we must do it. For my part I like to s~ery
thing go off in a soldierlike manner. There are some sol
diers from the Army of the Miss. at home here on thirty 
days furlough. There will be two from each Co. of our 
Regiment furloughed this week. As soon as they return 
others will go. I think my turn will come in time to be home 
about the first of July, if we stay in Cairo that long which is 
very probable. I must finish as I have nothing more to 
mention. 

Dear Brother West: 

[Jonesboro Courthou e] 
fay 7th 

I must pen a few lines in answer to yours so you will 
excuse my doing so on this sheet. I have nothing particular 
to write only that I wish you would write oftener. I am 
always interested in hearing from you boys, how your busi
ness prospers &c. Well I will try and write omething that 
would interest you. As you are interested in hunting I will 
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mention that we have ome sport after wild turkeys. There 
are plenty of them in the wood round here. This is not the 
proper time to kill them but we don't mind that. It is not 
easy to kill small game with an Enfield rifle but some of the 
be t mark men do very well. The be t shot I ever saw was 
on the River. One of the boy killed a gull over half a mile 
[away]. As we were going along the road one day we saw a 
flock of buzzard , ome eight or ten on a tree about three
fourths of a mile distant. There were twenty of us and the 
Capt. gave us permi ion to hoot at them. We gave them a 
volley all tog ther and killed three at that distance so you 
see our guns carry a long di tance. There are plenty of fish 
in the creeks round here, mo tly catfish. Down at Cairo the 
boys catch some very large one . We catch them with hook 
and line. I think if Mr. Quin were here he would enjoy him-
elf. ow We t write again and I will write you a longer 

letter. 

airo, May 19th, 1863 
Dear Brother: 

I received your letter of 1ay 14th this morning and send 
a few lines in reply thouO'h there is nothing new at present. 
I was sorry to hear of the udden death of your brother-in
law and of the continued ickne s of Ward. 23 I know a little 
from experience how it goe to be sick in the Army and can 
under tand how he i situated. If he had six months good 
health o a to get omewhat at home in the rmy it would 
not be o bad. I am happy to tate that the health of the 
14th was never better than at pre ent. If Ward could get 
to some of the ho pital up thi way or at lviemphi he 
would get the be t attention po sible. 

I think the field ho pital mu t be in good hape judging 
by the stores that are taken down the river. There are im-

2s This was Ward Wilbur, a brother of Mrs. James Wilson. He was dis
charged because of illness in Augu t, 1 63. 
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men quantitie of ice hipped from anada to airo on 
the car and from here to Vick burg in barge . 11 kinds of 
ho pital tore are abundant. till the be t of care cannot 
a e all. We have a recruit in o. G one of the Doo' 24 

from ry tal. He received a 1 tt r from horn thi morning 
informing him of the death of hi brother in o. E, 24th 
Iowa. The new r giment hav had more ickne la t win
ter and thi pring· than the old but after they get u ed to 
the climate they will not be o much ick. 

I had hoped to ee the Tama o. boy in the 10th, 24th, 
and 2 th Iowa in Grant' rm thi ummer but ince we 
ar cattered in outhern Ill. it i not likel that we will ee 
them. The Payma ter i h re paying the 14th. I will end 
what I can pare by letter a u ual. I gue it i be t to 
end it in two letter a if on hould get lo t the other 

might not. There i only two month wag du thi time. 
If I hould get furloughed before another payday I may be 
hort of ca h but I can make it ome wa . It m to be a 
low busine getting a furlough. They have been more 

than two month trying to furlough the fir t quad and they 
ha e not gone home yet. It put me in mind of the ircum
locution Office that i mentioned in ome novel. 25 I will be 
in the econd quad but I don't know when that may be. I 
don't expect to be home but one until m. tim i up o it 
don t matter for a month or two. It eem after all the 

ood and bad new from Hooker' rmy that another de-
feat i added to the former one in the a t, but till I think 
the time i coming that will ee the rand rm of the 
Potomac victoriou over tho e that ha e o often driven 
them from the field. I mu t :fini h for the pre ent with be t 
wi he to your elf and E ther Ir main, . our affect. Brother 

I enclo e fifteen and will end ten or fifteen the n xt time. 

2• This was apparently John Dew. His brother wa Audrew J. Dew. 

25 P eter Wilson had evidently read L ittle Dorrit, by Charles Di C'keu . 
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airo, Ill., May 23d [1863] 
Dear i ter Flora: 

I have ju t received your letter and proceed to reply 
though I have nothing particular to communicate. In the 
first place I will mention that it is omewhat uncertain what 
ti.me I may come home. I may be home at the fir t of July 
and I may not be home for three months. My furlough is 
due about the fir t of July but if some of the boys are sick I 
will let them go in my place, as it don't make much differ
ence. I like Cairo fir t rate now and if it wa not for eeing 
father and mother I would not come home this summer. I 
had a letter from llan lo a few days ago. He gave me 
Jame olls' address and promi ed to come and see me as 
he went to Chicago thi ummer. If I had known of hi 
beino- in Memphis I would have called on him when we were 
in Memphis. Allan ha heard of the wedding on the Creek 
and thinks I will be the next, judging from what he heard 
while up there. I think he is mistaken for once but time will 
show. I think being away from the girls so long will insure 
my being an old bach. 

If I keep my health I will stay with Uncle Samuel as long 
a we can agree and he needs soldiers. Perhaps when my 
ti.me is up I may feel like coming home for good, still I have 
no idea that I will be satisfied to stay. I hardly know any
thing more to write. I think you might write a little oftener 
and lono-er letters. I have dropped a number of my cor
re pondents from my list partly because I did not care much 
for their letters and partly because I did not get answers to 
half the letters I sent them. D. Galt is the most punctual 
correspondent I have outside of home. He is the :first to 
give me the details of any important event. 

There is a good number of churches in Cairo. I attended 
the Episcopal la t Sabbath. I thmk once will do me for 
that kind of mummery. We generally attend the Presby-
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terian, sometimes the Methodist. s a matter of course the 
theater i largely attended every night in the week. I have 
een ncle Tom's abin acted. I think it i the be t ubject 

they could get and they do better than in t. Louis. I gener
ally go to the theater twice per week a I am on guard that 
often and the guard can go where they plea e. Wegener
ally have some fun on patrol guard as we have to visit all 
place of amusement to ee if any disord r i going on. 
There are so many gunboat oldier , teamboatm n, &c in 

airo it takes a few guard to keep order. With love to all 
I remain your brother, 

airo, 11., June th, 1 63 
Dear Father: 

It is some time since I have written to you but as I had 
nothing of con equence to write I mu t be excu ed. It is 
little different yet, but I will end a few line anyway. Up 
to thi time we have had excellent health in airo and a 
long as that i the case we will enjo our eh·e . The weather 
has not been very hot yet for longer than a few days at a 
time. Within the last few day the rmy from o. and 
Burn ide's old command ha pa ed enroute for ick burg. 
It looks as though there are to be exten i e operations 
down the River. I think there i no likelihood of the 14th 
being there. It was almost certain we would o-o la t week 
but now it is the reverse. 

I see the Tama Co. companie at Vick burg have suffered 
pretty everely in the late battles. ome boy that I was 
acquainted with have been killed. I aw ome of my Long 
Grove friends in the 20th the other day, a they stopped a 
few hours at Cairo. The 20th was at Benton Barracks last 
fall while we were there. Since then they have been march
ing through Mo. and Arkansas. They were in the battle of 
Prairie Grove. The Army of the Frontier has done more 
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hard marching than any other in the service. They are now 
on the way to Vick burg. The men look well and are willing 
to join the Army of the Miss. and quit bu hwhacking in 
Mi ouri. ow that we have nothing but tate Militia in 
Mo. it i likely there will be an inva ion from rkansas and 
as we are not far off we may be ent to that tate before 
long. But I need not speculate on the subject. 

I had a letter from Uncle David 26 a few days ago. Hi 
folk were well a u ual and crop looked unu ually well. 
He i coming up thi fall to see you. Perhaps I may come 
at the same time. I cannot come before ugust now and 
perhap not then. I have nothing more to write. 

Fort Halleck, olumbu , Ky. 
June 18th, 1863 

Dear Brother: 
We left Cairo rather uddenly a day or two ago. The 

troop had mo tly left thi place and gone to Vick burg. 
The enemy, knowing how it i , are aid to be preparing to 
attack this place. Five companies of the 14th have been 
pared from Cairo to reinforce the f e that were here. 

There are about 1500 men here and the place is so strong 
we can hold it again t 5000 or more. don't xpect uch 
good luck as to be attacked here. There i plenty of heavy 
artillery and a couple of gunboat to keep them from get
ting into the town so let them come. They will find us ready. 
Fort Halleck is situated on the bluff a ove the town. The 
bluff is very high and the view up and down the River is 
splendid. It was called Fort Beauregard when in Rebel 
hands. 

There is a Coloured Regiment in the other fort at the 
lower part of town. We will have a high time in case we are 
attacked, but the belief is now that they will not come. They 

2s This was, apparently, David McCosh, a brother of P eter Wilson 's mother. 
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were 25 miles from here yesterday and I don't know 
whether they are coming on or not. We have pickets out 
:five miles and scouts beyond. It is all right to keep on the 
lookout. The first two boys that went home on furlough will 
be back today. The next two will start as soon as it is quiet. 
I will not promise any more about coming home. 

It seems the Rebels are putting their threat of invasion 
into practice in the East.27 Perhaps if they burn a few of 
the large cities it may wake up that part of the country. 
They have plenty of men and if they don't choose to meet 
the enemy half way I hope the Secesh will learn them some
thing of how an invading army destroys where they go. 
Price and Marmaduke have tried to get to St. Louis several 
times and have never been able though. There were not 
many soldiers in their way. If Hooker cannot take care of 
his part of the frontier I don't lrnow what his Ar~-s good 
for but it is not for me to have an opinion in such matters. 
I have no doubt but you at home take more interest in the 
progress of events than we soldiers. If we knew for certain 
that tomorrow we would be in battle we would sleep as 
sound tonight. We don't know what changes an hour may 
bring and we have learned to take every change with in
difference. 

The rain has been falling fast all day and all our mess are 
on picket but Frank and myself. We have been fixing ham
mocks sailor fashion in the tent. If you could step in and 
see us and how nicely we have fixed up you would be sur
prised. 

I need not write any more now. There is no telling how 
long we may be here. The Headquarters of the Regt. is at 
Cairo. This detachment is commanded by Capt. Crane. 28 

27 General Robert E. Lee had started north on the campaign which was 
stopped at Gettysburg. 

2s Captain LeRoy A. Crane was at this t ime Captain of Company H of the 
Fourteenth Iowa. 
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The most of our officers are here on Courts Martial. Give 
my love to all. 

Fort Halleck, Col um bu , Ky., June 27th, '63 
Dear Brother: 

Your letter of June 20th arrived this morning. I wa 
glad to hear of your continued prosperity and of the wel
fare of all our friends. I have no doubt but you :find your
self very busy. I am happy to state that ince we came 
here we also have been busy though there has been no par
ticular reason for so much vigilance. The Rebels are be
tween here and Memphis but we have no reason to suppose 
they are in force sufficient to trouble us much. They have 
fired on the boats with Light Artillery and they threaten to 
stop boats from running. The boats that went down ye ter
day had a gunboat in company. 

We go out on picket about two miles an scout nearly 
every day from ten to thirty mile . The Cavalry do most of 
the scouting. ince we came here no considerable force has 
been nearer than thirty miles. They don't run the cars 
regularly to Jackson, Tenn., now. When they o-o they take a 
strong guard. There are plenty of orchard out on our 
picket line and apples are ripe here now. We enjoy our
selves better while on duty than when we have nothing to 
do. For my part I like to ramble round the country much 
better than. loafing in the city. I think we have done with 
doing guard duty in cities now. If we tay here this sum
mer our business will be to keep the Rebels quiet in this part 
of K y. There are some three thousand men at this post. 

ome of them are drafted men. Their nine months is almost 
up, when I suppose they will be mu tered out. 

The remains of the 128th Ill. i temporarily attached to 
the 14th. They have only about 150 men. Their commis
sioned officer have been mustered out. De ertion is the 
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cause of their being so much reduced. We have a pretty 
large Regt. now, more so than when we left the State. I 
will mention that ol. Shaw owns 80 acres of prairie south 
of Sprole 's place. Sprole knows the lines or E. Stokes 
could show you the land. You might look at it sometime 
when you are over that way. It can be bought cheap, a 
trifle more than the original cost perhaps. It is not best for 
me to buy land until I come home but there might be some 
advantage in this. It can do no harm to find how it is. I 
could pay for it in a year at any rate if I don't come home 
and the prospect now is that I won't. Furloughs are not 
given now in this Division owing to the threatening attitude 
of the Rebels. 

D. Connel ha written to B. F. Thomas that he is a candi
date for tate Senator. I need not express my opinion as I 
am not much of a politician. If the Republican Party is for 
him he will be apt to be elected. We will be mus ered for 
pay in a few days. Please mention in your next whether 
you received two letters with 15 dollars in each from Cairo. 
I think of nothing else at present. 

Dear Brother Andrew: 
I received your letter last night and thank you very much 

for writing. I can stand almo t anything better than to be 
disappointed in getting letters from home. You boys must 
have busy times to get your work done thi season, but you 
will get through some way. You must have had good hay 
weather this season to have put up so much yourself. The 
little stumpy :fields in thi part of the country look some
thing like Conn.29 They have no reaping machines here, 
but Niggers and most of them belong now to the Coloured 
Regt. here in Columbus. They raise good corn here and 

29 The Wilson family had lived for a time in Connecticut before moving to 
Iowa. 



PETER WIL O I THE !VIL W R 3,..-

good hay but the coun r i rough, the timber hea . If 
you had some of their timber and orchard it would be a 
:fin thin . I think plenty of apples is th be t thing to keep 
healthy in the ummer. Perhap the may be plenty in 
Iowa ome time. The have plenty at ncle David' now. 

o much hor e tradin ha been done ince I came away I 
don't know what kind of hor es ou have now. If you had 
some of their big Ky. mules you could make thing gingle. 

I would like very much to s e our cou in ju t come from 
cotland. Perhap I may by and by. I need not tell you 

boys to be kind to them and make them feel a much at home 
a po ible. I gue they will oon learn to like Iowa. ow 
Andrew if you will write about once in two weeks, John and 
We t al o, I think among you ou might do it. I will always 
answer. It would improve your tyle of writing and I 
would be your debtor. I have not many corre pondents but 
those at home and you know it is ometimes a good while 
between letter . If we had more to do we ould not care o 
much about letter , but I am happy to say we have plenty of 
time to do anythino- we plea e. I have forgott n whether I 
an wer d We t' 1 tter. I think not so I will do it soon. 

olumbu , Ky., July 1 t, 1 63 
Dear Father: 

Once more I end a few lin to let you know that we are 
in good health and like we alway have done enjoying our

elve . Our duty here i omethino- like it wa at airo, only 
there are more men here and more to do. There are men 
enough to make a Brigade but each Regt. i commanded by 
it own ol. I uppo e none of u i permanently e tab
Ii hed her . ol. haw will have command of the post as 
oon a he i relieved from court martial dut that he i on 

at pre ent. He i the oldest ol. at thi place and perhaps 
he may be a Brigadier b fore long. We are on guard about 
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twice a week, the rest of the time is mostly at our disposal 
with the exception of a few hours drill each day. 

The weather has been pretty warm with heavy rains 
nearly every day. We may thank our stars that we have no 
marching to do. esterday we went out about a mile to be 
reviewed by the General. Before we fini hed a heavy 
shower came on u and there were at lea t two thousand of 
us came back drenched to the kin. I think it can rain in 
this tate at the hortest notice. The only consolation we 
had was to ee the officer get their nice uniforms wet. 

It mu t be raining up the river. The river i ri ing rap
idly. What little crop I have een here look well. There is 
a fine corn field over the river where the Battle of Belmont 
was fought. The oil is good in this part of Ky. but the 
timber is very heavy and like other part of the outh they 
have been farming amon ()' the tree . The mo t of th farms 
are deserted and left to ruin. There are some splendid 
orchards a few mile from camp and ·we begin to u e the 
apples now. 

There i plenty of game in the wood and plenty of hog , 
but pork i not much in favor with u . We bad a box of 
dried peaches, apple , and a quantity of butter ent from 
Ind. We got it cheap and have not found it worth while to 
forage any for some ti.me. We old our fi bin()' boat and 
lines before we left airo and we don't know that we will 
be here long enough to pa u for getting another. 

July 4 
We are ju t returned from our picnic and I will o·ive an 

idea of how it went off. The ground wa fixed up in good 
style for having a good time, a large floor wa made for 
dancing, rope were :fixed for tight rope performer , all 
kind of folk from th General to th contraband were 
there. Well there were ome good peeche made, plenty of 
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mu ic from th band , and ome songs ung. Then we were 
di mi ed for dinn r, ah th r ' the rub. We had marched 
thre mil in th hot un, li t n d to th p ak rs, and then 
th re wa nothino- to at c pt by paying for it, ten cents 
per gla for 1 monad and oth r thing in proportion. ou 
ma ~ we w r not in the best of humor. There wa 
pl nt to at and drink on the !?'round, but it wa not for 
nothing. The citizen of olumbus make plenty of money 
from the oldi r to ena.bl th m to gi us a free dinner. 
In t ad of that the took ad antag of th occa ion to make 
om mor out of u . 

11 there wa but on opinion amon u , to pitch in and 
clean out e ery tall on th o-round. The officer in command 
aw that hino- b an to look quall , he mounted the stand 

and call d' tt ntion '. know o well, hat that mean 
that he had attention immediat 1 . H then told u that no 
doubt we had ome ther with the intention f eating two or 
three oxen c but h r , a not n a fatted alf, nary 
chick n nor anything 1 , o w would o home and eat 
hard tack and pork a u ual and invite our entertainer to 
com and eat wi h u . 

a e three heer for dinn r at camp and fell into 
line and tart d 1 a in tho e that had int nd d to 11 u 

omethin to at lookin rath r wi tful. If the ol. had not 
march d u off wh n h did we would have made a clean 
w ep of th pla . Ther wa plenty of beer, whi key, 

win , c. and we had both the will and the power to take it. 
Th ol. ouched u on th only weak pla ewe had wh n he 
told u w will how th m that w tern men are too well 
di ciplin d to rai a row ven , h n ha e be n pro
voked. 

There i om trouble ov r in Tenn. and perhap we may 
be ent out to Jack on before long. It i aid the Rebs are 
con cripting out that way. fo t lik ly we , ill go and ee 
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how they prosper. I am only gue sing at it but I hope we 
may run around and if there are such things going on have 
something to say on the matter. I will fini h this scribble. 
I think some of the folk might write as often a once per 
week. I get very few letters now and the longer the fewer. 

olumbus, Ky., July 10th, 1863 
Dear Brothers John, We t, & Andrew: 

I am going to tell you the kind of times we had when the 
news came that Vicksburg was taken. We had a general 
permit to go to town and enjoy our elve . ince the 4th 
the boys have only been waiting a good opportunity to take 
vengeance on the Secesh of olumbus and by common con
sent now was the time. General Asboth is ued an order for 
all loyal men to illuminate their houses in the evening. 
Some of the saloon keeper did not comply, saying the did 
not care about Vicksburg's being taken. There were per
haps two thousand soldiers in town and this was a good 
case to begin with. They ru hed in and sma bed everything 
to pieces, drinking all the liquor , taking tobacco, cigars, 
&c, and making short work with it. Every saloon in town 
was visited and they had to shell out what was called for on 
pain of lo ing all. oon half of the crowd was drunk, 
officer as bad as the men, con iderable :fiO"hting going on. 

General A. was said to have made good u e of an empty 
whi key bottle in a row with one of the boy . He was in 
citizen' clothes, having a jolly time wit the others. About 
midnight most of the men returned to camp. 

The next morning trange to tell nearly every tent had 
something in it that wa not the previou day. ome had 
liquors, ome tobacco, some dry good , some furniture. 
One had a large quantity of snuff, enough to keep Uncle 
McDowall in snuff for five year . Every thing that could 
be carried away wa brouO"ht to camp. If they had given 
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u something to eat on the Fourth nothing of the kind would 
have happened. Nothing of the kind has happened since. 
We were out at Rolla last winter. If we get on another 
pree when Richmond is taken I think olumbus will be 

reduced to the ranks. early all the bu ine s of Columbus 
is supported by the soldiers and they pay two prices for 
ever thing. It is no more than right that they confiscate a 
little sometime . 

It has a bad effect on a Regiment, such plundering, and I 
hope it may not happen any more. ow boys you will 
plea e each of you to write. Let me know how all your 
affair , agricultural, non en ical, &c, are. John R. Felter 
and Frank get ix letters from home to my one and I write 
almo t or quite a many as they. 

Columbu , Ky., July 11th, 1 63 
Dear Father: 

I received your letter la t night with one from ncle 
Andrew and was glad to hear from you. I would write 
oftener to you but when I write to James you can ee the 
letter so it is not worth while to write to you both in one 
week. I hope ncle Dodd' folk will soon be well and at 
home in Iowa. I would like to ee them, but for the pre ent 
there is not much likelihood of my being home very oon. 
There i generally a big care here once per week. The 
Reb . are reported coming this way now and are said to be 
within a few miles of this place. We were under arms all 
night la t night. 

I will just mention that we of the 14th don't believe they 
will do us the favor of attacking us. If they do they will 
get whipped the worst kind. They have been too strong for 
our couting parties but it don't follow that they will com
mit uicide by running against the guns of Fort Halleck. 
They would place us under la ting obligations if they come 
on and pitch in. 
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ow that Vicksburg is taken Port Hudson must soon 
follow. General Herron is going to Texas with the old 
Army of the Frontier. He wrote to Col. Shaw that if he 
chose to go along he might. I don't know how the Col. will 
decide. If he pleased us he would go to Texas. Col. haw 
can keep his Regiment pretty near where he choo es. I 
think he will stay where he is for the pre ent. He knows 
how to logroll as well a the next one and he knows where 
we are best off. I think Col. Shaw has more re pect for his 
men than any officer from the State and he cares nothing 
for his superior officers. If they don't please him he has a 
very plain way of speaking his mind. I think we have more 
rea on to hope now for the end of the war than we ever had 
before. If Lee don't manage to take his Army back to Vir
ginia their case seems hopeless. I think Lee will get back 
but he must have made a poor spec[tacle] in Penn. his 
time. I will write to Grandfather soon. I think Uncle 

ndrew don't understand it when he says we must have 
some other government before we have peace. He says the 
sympathy of the Scotch is with the South. That seems 
strange but our recent victories will shut up intervention 
for a time, so it don't matter. I think jealou y and a wi h 
to see our country go to pieces has something to do with the 
sympathy for the South. Well I sincerely hope that the 
time is near when the restoration of the Union is no longer 
doubtful. I have written ome to the boys so for this time 
I will finish. 

Columbus, Ky., July 20th, '63 
Dear ister Jane : 

I received your letter last night. I did not know you had 
gone home o I wrote to Grinnell la t week. I have written 
twice since I got any letter from you. s soon a I get a 
letter I an wer it forthwith if practicable. I o-enerally 



PETER WILSO I THE CIVIL WAR 1 

write two letters for every one I get, but no matter. I hope 
you may like harve ting. If it was possible I would come 
and help. There is no doubt but considerable inconvenience 
is experienced in Iowa on account of so many being away 
but they know comparatively nothing compared with any 
of the Southern tate or in any part of the North where 
the raids have been made. 

One of o. G died yesterday. Hi brother belonging to 
the 24th died last week. Their name was Dykman. 80 Their 
folks live on alt Creek. There has been no deaths in the 
old soldier of the 14th since ov. until now. Some of the 
recruit have died. We buried him with military honor . 
He died very suddenly, though his health had been poor for 
ome time. 

There seem to be a general feeling of security here now 
among the citizens. OI!letimes squads of the enemy come 
within a few mile , but for the last few days everything has 
been quiet. There is little to write. We went out a few 
mile today after blackberrie and apples and though it was 
very warm we brought in enough to last ome day . Some 
of the boys make very good pies, dumplinO's, &c. Ky. i a 
good fruit country. Every farm i well upplied with all 
kind of fruit trees. 

I hould write to We t but you mu t let him read this and 
I will write to him before long. I hope he may get well as 
soon a po ible. I hope his trouble may not be serious. It 
i rather hard for Uncle Dodd 's folk to be sick in their new 
place, but the folk around will do their be t to make them 
like Iowa. I think the prospect of the war coming to an end 
was ne er so bright. A few more victories will finish the 
Southern Confederacy. I hope the time is not far distant 
when we can leave the land of Dixie forever. Perhaps 

so Edgar Dykeman was in Company G. His brother, Simon Dykeman, died 
in St. Louis. 
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things may take a turn in · favor of the South again but if 
they don't soon they cannot hope to fight to any purpose 
much longer. Uncle David's folks and some of the Brown
lee girls a.re coming up this fall. I hope they may have a 
pleasant visit, as they take pains to use me well when I go 
there. I may have something to write next time, for the 
present good bye. 

Columbus, Ky., July 23d, 1863 
Dear Sister Flora: 

It is time for me to get a letter from you, but I don't 
expect it knowing how slow you all are about writing. Per
haps I don't write as often as I ought, but staying so long in 
one place gives us nothing to write. Everything is quiet 
here, so quiet as to make it uninteresting. Our regular turn 
of guard once or twice per week and a few hours drill every 
day is all our duty. We go out a few miles for fruit and 
vegetables two or three times per week. Peaches are pretty 
plenty and just beginning to be ripe. Apples are very 
plenty and have been ripe for some time. Blackberries are 
very plenty everywhere. All kinds of vegetables are very 
dear, but we find a way to get enough. The most of our time 
we have nothing to do and it comes very good this warm 
weather. 

There is a good deal of chess playing in Co. G now. John 
and Frank are both very good players. I don't know 
whether you ever saw the game. It is the best I ever saw. 
Of course we must introduce it at some future time among 
the folks at home. I don't think there will be any more fur
loughs given in the 14th. There has not been any for the 
last month, so I don't expect to be home until our time is 
expired or the war ended. I think the prospect for a suc
cessful termination of the war is getting no longer doubt
ful. There is no doubt but the South will fight until they 
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cannot rai e another Regt. but their efforts must be in vain. 
Their case is 0 • tting no better very fast a the record of 
events in the la t month will show. 

nother of o. G' boy died a few days ago. With that 
exception the health of the Co. is very good. u duty is 
regular and not hard nough to hurt our health. I guess 
they mu t be very bu y at home thi harvest. West being 
unwell will make it more o. One thing they ought to be 
glad of is that they don't happen to live in the part of the 
country overrun with oppo ing rmies. 

The folk in Iowa will never know anything about the 
mi eries an invading rmy brings on the inhabitants of the 
country they occupy. I hope the draft will not fail to bring 
out some of our neighbours that think more of their inter
e ts than of their country. ow is the time to increase our 

rmy when we are getting so much advantage over the 
Rebel . If the whole power of the orth as given to the 
prosecution of the war, six month would end it. I don't 
think the men draft d this time will have long to serve if 
they go into it with a will. o it i no o-reat calamity to be 
drafted at thi time. I have nothino- more to write. 

olumbu , Ky., ugu t 1st, 1863 
Dear Brother and ister: 

The mail came in la t night bringing letters for John and 
Frank but none for me. uch is often the ca e. I suppose 
the reason is one is a married man, the other expects to be, 
so their letters come a regular a the day of the week. I 
must admit that in that they have the advantage. It is very 
pleasant to hear from home regularly, though I don't care 
as much about it a formerly. Time will get us u ed to most 
anything. 

I may report all quiet in our department, nothing more 
exciting than drumming a deserter through camp before he 
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goes to serve his time out in the Military Prison at Alton, 
Ill. They begin to punish desertion pretty severe now. If 
they had done so sooner it would have been better. They 
must come down pretty severe to keep the drafted men from 
deserting. I wonder who of the Wolf Creek men will have 
the honor of carrying a musket. I see in the papers the 
Regts. on the Potomac are to be filled with drafted men. I 
hope they may do the same in the West. Let the men choose 
the Regt. they will serve in and it will make them useful 
right away and make them more satisfied. 

We have been paid two months' wages. I would rather 
have waited another month and received four months' wages 
and pay for clothing that I did not get. I send ten in this, 
the next time I write I will send more. For the present I 
will not make any arrangement with Col Shaw about his 
land. I think 120 dollars cash would buy it but ~ have 
not the cash I can't do it and I guess it is not worth while to 
buy it on time. Money will buy land some other time, per
haps not so cheap but no matter. The troops that left this 
place to assist in the reduction of Vicksburg have returned. 
I don't know whether any of them will stay here. I hope 
we may go next time. We have had good times here this 
summer but I would like to go somewhere else, now it is 
quiet. Likely we may stay here all the fall though there is 
nothing certain in the Army. Don't you think things begin 
to look like a war with England or France or both. I think 
in a short time we will be able to defy them. If my time was 
up today and either England or France recognizes and 
helps the South I will enlist again. 

Esther will please write this time. 

Columbus, Ky., August 3d, 1863 
Dear Parents: 

I have been putting off writing till I would get a letter 
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from home. I got one from Andr w la t night or rather 
thi morning a I , a out on picket y t rday and did not 
com in till ten o clock thi morning. I think I killed ten 
thou and mo quito la t night. Th ar more trouble 
than the Reb . Th ar not bad in camp but out in the 
wood th are a th and of th a hor . 

It eem you hav had bu time tog t your harvesting 
done thi a on. Th m a l 1 omething that ver one 
ought to have whil th are young o it i w 11 to be 
through with them. To haY them a 1 in th rmy i a 
bad a anythin , parti ularly for m n rath r old. I hope 
by th time the next l tt r come you ma all b well again. 
There i not much i kn her though among the new 
companie th r i om . There are om of the boys that 
n v r hav nor n r will g t ntir ly over the di ea s con
tra ted while in pri on. I have not be n i k an hour ince 
I wa home. I have not ven had a old thou 0 ·h we l pin 
th open air, om tim v ry oth r ni ht. Thi i 1 ction 
day in K . and there have been quad of oldiers nt to 
the different point of thi di trict to k p ord r. I pre-
ume th y will lect a c h in thi county a the mo t of 

the peopl b lon to tba p r ua ion. 
Th r are ome nion m n round h r . I will mention an 

incid nt that happ n d at th Provo t Mar hal' th otb r 
day to how you bow it i in Dixie. Two m n living not t n 
mile from olumbu and on adjoinrn · farm , th on 

ece h the oth r for th nion, both leadin m n in the 
coun , both men of r at trength and pluck, mortal ene
mie of cour e. a political meetin o- a hort time ago the 

nion man made a p ch and a u ual wa oppo d by the 
ce h. Th nion man wa it eem , too much for him o 

ece h threatened to kill him. The parti n xt met on the 
por h in front of th Provo t 1Iar 11al' . ec h ay very 
blandly how ar you, nion man an w r with a ma her in 
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the face that knocked his opponent down. Then the fight 
commenced in earnest. The Provost Marshal and his peace
makers kept out of the way until Secesh was used up suffi
ciently then came and stopped the fight. When it was over 
Secesh was so badly beaten his folks would not know him 
and could get no redress. The Union man was pre ented 
with a revolver and encourao·ed in well doinO'. I will finish 
by writing a few lines to Andrew. 

olumbu , Ky., Aug. 19th, '63 
Dear Uncle and Aunt :31 

Though I don't remember much about you, as it is so 
long since I have seen you, still I hope the time is not far 
distant when we may become better acquainted. Your expe
rience in Iowa must be rather melancholy, owing to the 
sickness and ad bereavement in your family. -May He 
that giveth and taketh away be your consolation in your 
time of trouble. It has never been my lot to lose any very 
near relative but the time will come for u all to go to an
other world. It matters little if we are ready how soon. 
Here in the Army we are often reminded of the uncertainty 
of life and the certainty of death. 

If half of us come home when the war is over it will be 
better than I expect. But I need not continue on the dark 
side of the picture. If the cause of ju tice and liberty tri
umphs over that of slavery & wrong, tho e that die have not 
died in vain. I pre ume you have not thought much about 
the merits of the war or rather you may doubt whether it is 
rig·ht for us to go on at the rate we have, acri:ficing o much 
life, but I take it for granted you would like to see merica 
as it was before the war commenced, with the exception of 
slavery. I think the time is cominO' when that will be the 

81 This letter was apparently written to fr. and Mr . Andrew Dodd who had 
come to Iowa from cotland after P eter Wil on enlisted. 
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case. For my part I want to see the war go on until we are 
completely succe ful. 

The fall campairn will perhaps decide the long truggle. 
If we have a good succes as we have had this ummer it 
certainly will. I don't know when I will come home but I 
think some time before winter. As there have been a good 
many changes since I wa home I am quite curious to see 
the place. Of cour e I hould mention the folks before the 
place as I am most anxious to see them. I hall be happy to 
see my new friends from Scotland a the more of them come 
the more it is like home. We soldiers see a good many 
places and a great deal of the country but I have not seen 
anything down thi way to compare with Tama o., Iowa. 

Columbu , Ky., ug. 20th, 1863 
Dear Brother We t: 

I hear you have been quite unwell for some time and not 
making much progress towards getting well. There is one 
thing in your favor, you are where you can be taken care of. 
That is an important item. Perhaps one- alf of the men 
that are sick in the Army get very indifferent attention, 
many of them that die would have lived if they had had any 
care. I hope to hear of your getting better soon. I have 
had the ague but I am a well a ever now. The ague i very 
plenty just now. It come all at once. uch a time I never 
saw. 

The Dr. don't excuse a man from duty if he i baking 
but he can cure the ague in a short time. Our Dr. i a hard 
old sinner. He would put a man on duty if he was three
fourths dead. He once ent one of our o. to load some 
commissary wagons in the forenoon. The man had been 
very unwell for some time previous and died in the evening 
of the same day so you see the ague is ilot much with such a 
man. I am lucky in not being much in his power. A Dr. has 
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much power in the Army. If he says a man is fit for duty 
his decision cannot be appealed from. He has much power 
for evil if he sees fit to use it. I think we have a good Dr. 
in serious cases but he is too severe if there is not much the 
matter. 

I must write of something else now so for want of some
thing better I will tell you about the kind of folks that live 
in this part of Old Kaintuck. I have been to most of the 
houses in the vicinity of the picket line, sometimes five or 
six miles out. The farms are generally small something 
like Connecticut. When you are on one farm and look 
around you would think it was the only clearing in the 
country. The thick tall trees shut up the place and make it 
look isolated and lonesome. A good orchard, a cornfield, 
garden, a patch of a few acres of tobacco, sometimes a few 
acres of cotton, a log house generally of inferierquality 
the chinking out in summer to let the air circulate, two or 
three cows, ditto oxen or mules, with a yoke made after the 
pattern of the last century, and the harness for the mules 
one-half chain the other old ropes. The wagons are like the 
one Mr. Nungesser brought to Iowa. 

The men and boys dress either in butternut or common 
tent cloth. The women smoke, quite often make corn dodger 
without salt and solid enough for cheese. The men wear 
long hair and are generally a rough, hossier,82 sickly, lazy, 
and mostly drunken set. There are of course exceptions to 
all this, but I mention the common farmers that work for 
their living like we do in Iowa. Every farmer keeps a lot 
of hounds or curs of some kind. When you go up to the 
house you would think there was a general invitation to all 
the dogs in the country and they were there to have a gen
eral barking when any one came. Now West I hope you 

s2 This word bas not been found. Possibly the term meant was '' boosier '' 
meaning ''uncouth''. 
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may feel well enough to write by the time you get this 
scribble. 

olumbu , Ky., ept. 1st, '63 
Dear Parent : 

I take thi opportunity of ending a few lines to let you 
know how we pro per down thi way. The most attentive 
vi itor we have at thi time i the ague. t lea.st one-third 
of the men in camp ha it at times. I happen to be among 
the number my elf. I wa in hopes it would not come back 
on me but in that I was mi taken. I have broken it up the 
econd time and mean to keep it off if there i any virtue in 

dogwood bark, Peruvian bark, and Old Rye Whiskey. That 
i the kind of Bitter the Dr. gives u . 

I cannot account for o much ague here. The place looks 
healthy, the ground is high, the water we u e mo tly from 
the River and River men ay it i a healthy as any water 
in the U. . I think bein()' out in the night 33 o much ha 
omething to do with it but whatever may b the cau e there 

is plenty of it. I think a hort time will bring cool weather 
and good health. The weather ha been quite cool for the 
last few day . One of the boy that wa up to Chicago with 
prisoner ay they have frost up that way. I pre ume you 
have the a.me in Iowa. Rather early for fro t, but nothing 
i surprising in Iowa, it can freeze there mo t any time. 

The newspapers tell u of the fall of umter and Wagner. 
Charlestown must follow ooner or later. lso Jeff Davis 
ha called out 500,000 igger . Who would have thought iU 
They mu t be changin()' their opinion in Dixie pretty fast 
to think the chivalry would be brought o low as to fight 
their battles with igger . I think between u the Nigger 
will get his freedom. I am not prepared to give an opinion 

ss Peter "Wilson, like others of his time, saw no connection between the thou
sands of mosquitoes and t he epidemic of malaria. 
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as to the result of Jeff's new policy. I will venture that it 
is too late now. If he had done so in the first place he would 
have made it win. I think before he gets his armies in 
shape we will have pushed farther into the South and what 
we get we can keep. 

Yesterday being the last of the month, we had review. 
Besides the white Regts. out there was one colored Regt. 
I must say they both looked well and marched well A re
view is conducted something after the following manner. 
In the first place the troops are formed in line with open 
ranks. Then the reviewing officers ride along in front, the 
band of each Regt. plays a short strain as they pass. They 
ride round the left and along behind to where they started, 
then take their station opposite the center and some dis
tance in front. The ranks are then closed, wheel by com
pany and pass in review. If a company of 100 men can 
keep a good line and keep step it looks well. Our iggers 
did splendid, considering the short time they have been in 
training but for the present I must close. I will write more 
next time. 

Columbus, Ky., Sept. 5th, 1863 
Dear David: 

I take this opportunity of penning a few lines to let you 
know how we prosper down this way. In the first place I 
will mention that Frank and I were expecting to have 
started home today, but just when our furloughs were to be 
sent in, furloughing has been stopped. Nothing but sick 
furloughs are given at present. John R. Felter started 
home this morning. His health has not been good for some 
time and we hope a month at home may help him. Perhaps 
Frank and I may have a chance by and by, but there is no 
certainty of it. If I cannot come before cold weather I will 
not come in the winter and it i not worth while to come next 
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ou may look for u in fourteen months at 

You will likely see John about the time this reaches ou. 
From him you can get all the new that happened up to the 
time he left but though he ha not been gone a day we have 
een the execution of thr e American citizen of frican 

de cent. They belonged to the party that murdered a family 
of white at Compromise Landing near Island o. 10. Six 
more will be executed n xt w ek, o you ee there i to be 
con id er able performing on the tight rope yet before justice 
i done. 

There wa a large crowd of soldiers and citizen , women 
and children pre ent. A hollow square wa formed round 
the caff old and after waiting a short time the prisoner , 
e corted by a Co. of Regular and the band playing the 
Dead March, arrived at the scaffold. The prison r 
mounted the ladder with a firm step and to k their places, 
the ropes dangling at their heads. Fifteen minutes of reli
!riou exerci e by a colored preacher and they were ready. 
The ropes were put round their necks, they shook hands, 
then the caps was pulled over their faces, the drop fell, 
and they were dangling between Heaven and Earth. One 
died instantly, the next struggled a few minutes, the la t 
about 15 minute . One wa a small man, the other two were 
upward of 200 lbs. They died game. It is said their officer 
told them to commit the murder but I don't know how it is. 
The pectators looked on like as if o many cattle were being 
killed and rough jokes were passed on all idf's. But I mu t 
change the subject and tell you about something more civil 
than hanging darkie . 

ne of the boys found a bee tree in the woods the other 
day and we made up our minds to have some honey forth
with. o the ame evening we tarted well upplied with 
axe and a good supply of omething to take. We arrived 
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at the tree just at dark and built fires to see to cut the tree. 
It wa a large poplar four feet in diameter. We were not 
long in bringing it down, when we proceeded to chop open 
where the bees were. This was not o nice a the bees would 
sting and buzz at a furious rate. Finally we got to where 
the honey should have been but it as mo tly comb. We got 
about fifteen pounds of honey. There are plenty of bees in 
the woods if we had time to hunt them. It i too early in 
the season to get much honey. There ha been so much 
ague among us for a few weeks that we have had no drill, 
so we are having pretty good times as far a work goes. 
We have a regimental library now and preaching every 

abbath. There are some historie c in the library. It 
helps to pass the time agreeably. This part of Ky. is as 
quiet now as Tama ounty, Iowa. The a.me precaution 
are taken to keep in readiness for the enemy a if there was 
one in the vicinity. There are some negro troop mrre that 
are already well drilled. They o-o through the maneuver 
on battalion drill in a tyle that no troops need be a ha.med 
of. There is one rea on why th y learn o quick, they will 
obey orders and give their attention to what they are doing 
much better than we will. They are u ed to being ordered 
round, we are not nor never will be. We obey our officers 
because we know there must be discipline but as a general 
thing we don't hold them much in awe. 

The discipline in the negro Regt . too i very strict and 
they have a funny way of punishing off nder . They have 
.a large pole laid up on crotche and every morning a num
ber of darkies are takino- a ride on the pole. The offenses 
generally consi t of running the guard, being absent from 
roll call, &c. The court martial is still in operation here. 

ome time ago the remain of the 128 Ill. wa temporarily 
attached to the 14th. They deserted almost to a man. Most 
-0f them have been retaken and entenced to work out their 
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time under guard at M mphi . The de erter are generally 
entenced to fini h their time at hard labor and their pay i 

all topped. Th way of the tran gre or i hard in military 
life. 

I uppo e the draft i po tponed in Iowa once more. I 
wi h they would give u a chance to recruit ome way. We 
have only ome thirty men in our Co. If we should be ent 
to the field we would amount to but little. Politics run high 
here. If Tuttle 34 had come out Independent he would have 
had a crood chance for the oldier ' vote. it is nothing 
but tho e that have been Democrat without the po ibility 
of change will vote for him. I pre ume he i ju t a good 
a tone 85 but being in bad company i what we don't like. 

ow David you mu t excu e the want of new in my letter, 
as there i nothincr going on here. Please write soon and 
let me know how matter and thing are about Buckingham. 
Give my re p ct to all the folk . 

olumbu , Ky. Oct. 31 t, 1863 
Dear Parent : 

I take thi opportunity of informing you of my welfare. 
There i little 1 e to mention. We have not left olumbu 
yet nor are there any irn of it. We have fix d up our tent 
o as to keep comfortabl while here and on the whole are 

doing very well. 
I was on pri on guard ye terday and as there are ome 

queer chaps in prison ometimes I will give you some inci
dents that came under my notice la night. There are 
about 100 ece h pri oner in the guardhou e at present, 
besides half as many Union oldiers, citizens, egroes, &c. 
About nine o'clock in the evening two butternut chaps were 

34 James M. Tuttle was the Democratic candidate for the office of Governor 
of Iowa at the 1863 election. 

35 William M. Stone, the Republican candidate, was elected. 
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added to the number and soon another, all three pretty 
drunk, that being the cause of their incarceration. When a 
new one gets into the guardhouse he hear nothing but 
taunt on aJl sides. If he is spunky it comes to blows right 
away. The first two that got in last night had a serious time 
of it as they would not put up with the in ults that were 
offered and got undry knock and bruises into the bargain. 

o. 3 came in like as if he was at home. He an wered all 
comers in such a witty good-humored way we saw there was 
fun ahead. After introducing him elf a an uncompro
mi ing Rebel and being congratulated on :finding good win
ter quarters he proceeded to take a seat and came down to 
the tune of 250 lb . on a man leeping on the bench by the 
tove. The leeper waked up swearing loudly. He's only a 

Copperhead says one, a opperhead ays the big man. 
Where a.re you from, you durned reptile, get up and give 
me a seat and let us have a chat. __./ 

Q. How do you like Governor Y ate 7 86 

Ans. I don't like hi politics. 
Q. How do you like Old be 7 

An . They say he made good rails. 
Q. Do you know if military law can divorce a man from 

hi wife? 
The general opinion wa that it should, a a man in mili

tary prison was cut off from all societ . The big man say 
if he can get a divorce by taying in prison six months he 
will be content. So Mr. opperhead, you're from ill. 
Durn you. Hope they'll hang you. I'm a Reb out on the 
square, you are a half Reb half anything and too much of a 
coward to fight for either party &c &c. 

Thus poor Copperhead i abu ed even by drunken Reb . 
Citizens are charged 5 dollar for a nig·ht in Uncle Sam's 
Hotel, if nothing more than drunk and disorderly is the 

ss Richard Yates, Governor of Illinois. 
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charg . Th re are ome getting in and some getting out 
ever day. One of o. G got in ince I was home 37 and has 
been enten ed to thr e month hard labor and impri on-
m nt, charo- 1 epino- on po t. 

The health of the men i good now. o. G has not a man 
on the ick li t. Th re are only three or four in the hospital. 
John R. Felter i impro ing and if nothing unfavorable 
happen he may have good health now. Thi is mu ter day. 
There i four month pay due me now. One of our boy has 
bought ol. haw' 80 for 150 dollar to be paid in install
ment of t n dollar p r month. I think he ha a good bar
gain. I would ha e taken it my elf if it had not been in on-

enient to go o far to impro e it. If we pay more nearer 
home the advantag in being near it will more than o er
balance. I have not got any letter ince I wa horn , pl a. e 
write oon. 

olumbu , Ky., ov. 12th, '63 
Dear Parent : 

I take the pre ent opportunit of informin ou of my 
welfar . Ther i nothing of much im ortance goino- on at 
pre ent. We are bu y building log cabins to li e in this 
winter. I have been in th wood very day for some tim 
and I find that work i not o intol rable a I thouo-ht it 
would be. Howe er I don t mean to do much more till I 
quit oldierino-. 

For some time back there ha been o- n ral licen e for all 
the boy to go and hunt on the Riv r bottom , the game is 
plenty, deer, turkey , and mall ame in abundance, al o 
hog and cattle which belon to the farmer . But no matter 
who the belonged to th re have be n o many of them 
killed that hunting i forbidden altogether. That i gener-

s1 This .uggests tha Peter Wilson finally ot a furlough and was home some 
time between eptemb r 5th and October 31 t. 
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ally the way it goes. The boys get to killing private prop
erty, then they must quit hunting till the offense is for
gotten. Perhaps in a month there will be as much liberty 
as ever. 

I had a letter from Uncle David. He has offered his farm 
for sale and he says there are some of his neighbours in the 
notion of moving to Tama. I guess if they get Sec. 17 there 
is no doubt but they will come. Aunt is as much in favor of 
it as Uncle. 

I think if James can get a reasonable bargain he should 
buy 160 acres from the man that owns the land south of his 
place. I can pay for 80 acres before my time is up, so there 
is not much doubt but we can pay for it. 

It is nearly a month since I left home and no letters yet. 
I will expect one soon. There is little to write from here but 
I will write once in two weeks to you and the same to James 
so you will hear from me every week. I have written to 
Cairngaan since I came back. I will write to Pinmore some 
time soon. Give my respects to Uncle Dodd's folks. Excuse 
my short letter. 

Columbus, Ky., Nov. 23d, 1863 
Dear Parents: 

I take the present opportunity of letting you know that 
all is well with us as usual. We have moved into our cabins 
and fixed up in good order for winter weather. Our cabins 
have not cost the government much as the roof is made of 
shingles of our own making, most of the floors are made of 
boards taken from de erted buildings about town, windows 
from the same place, stoves ditto. We have plenty of room. 
There are nine of us in 16 x 16 square. We like our pros
pects for passing the winter first rate. The only war news 
from here is the capture of fifty-five Rebels by a party of 
our Cav. 
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The Reb . were ju t from Mi . They came to operate 
along the River, burn steamboat , &c. They came within 
:five mile of thi place when our Cav. got after them and 
gobbled the mo t of them, killing ome ten or twelve. one 
of our boy was hurt. 

The pri oner are here in the guardhou e. Some of them 
are glad of their capture, but most of them are regular cut
throat Bu hwhackers. ot long ago the Rebels captured 
L. Ander on, the ongre man ju t elected from this di -
trict. Our force took ome of his neighbours and kept them 
a hostage for hi afety. They hav effected his exchange 
o he can take hi eat instead of lying in some Southern 

pri on. General mith i very succes ful in keeping order 
in his department by his stringent measures of holding citi
zen re pon ible for any mi chief done in their neighbor
hood. ome time ao-o a bridge wa burned on th road 
between here and nion Cit . the citizens took no pains 
to put out the :fire he made them build the bridge a good a 
it wa . The recent order from G n. Hurlbut 8 8 pre ing all 
the citizens of Memphi and throughout the department 
into the ervice is very popular among the oldier . 

Private Peter Fingle a member of our o. is condemned 
to be hot next Dec. for cowardice at the Battle of hiloh 
and de ertion from the ervice June, 1862. There are meas
ure being taken to have him repri ed and the sentence 
mitigated. Hi entence is accordino- to military law but he 
i the fir t Iowa oldier that ha been entenced to death for 
that off en e. I hope he may be reprieved as it i hard to ee 
an old comrade hot, though he i a worthless fell ow. 

If James ha not sent the box hurry him up, as John's 
butter will soon be gone. The Paymaster i here and will 
pay u thi week. I will have considerable to spare this 
time. I hope to hear from home soon. ou might all immi-

ss General t ephen A. Hurlbut, commander of nion forces around Memphis. 
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grate to California and get there before I heard of your 
going. Don't forget me altogether. This leaves us in good 
health. Hoping you enjoy the same blessing, I remain your 
affectionate son. 

Columbus, Ky., Nov. 24th, '63 
Dear Brother : 

I received the box thi morning all right. Frank also got 
a box of chickens, butter, pickles, eggs, &c. There are nine 
of us in a mess and the program is for each one to get some
thing from home as long as we stay at this post. So we will 
live this winter. I think the Q. M. has been making a specu
lation of our rations, or we have got more appetite than 
formerly, as we have been scant of bread and groceries for 
some time. But if there is any cheating it will be found out 
pretty soon. We have generally had something to-Sell, but 
now we buy. However there is no danger of our going 
hungry as we have learned how to help ourselves when 
there is any need. 

Our comrade that is under sentence of death has been 
reprieved one month. It will be the 4th of January now. 
The President will be petitioned to pardon him or mitigate 
the sentence. The effect of his sentence has done a great 
deal of good by way of restraining unruly men. They think 
military law is not to be trifled with where they put on the 
string as they do here. One of our boys that has spent most 
of his time in the guardhouse and has twice deserted is just 
returned to the Co. after being in prison all summer. Col. 
Shaw told him if he gets into the guardhouse any more he 
will have him shot. He means it. I forgot to send the like
ness last time. I will try and not forget this time. 

Mr. Wambaugh is still provost guard. He like it very 
well and is in good health. I will give him some butter as 
I guess that is the instructions though I have not got any 
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letter in regard to it. We will have a Thanksgiving dinner 
a Frank and John have lots of chicken . It is almo t too 
far to end such thing as they can be had here at reason
able rate . I received a letter from father a hort time ago. 
It was time as I began to think I was quite forgotten. I 
keep an account of how many letter I write and how many 
I receive. Since I wa home I have written twenty and 
received five, o I am getting on nicely. Have you heard 
from the owner of ec. 17 If o let me know how he pro
po e to sell or if at all. 

There i some talk of enli ting in the Veteran Corps. 
Quite a number of the 14th will go in. For my part I will 
not until I :fini h my pre ent term. The Colored rtillery 
offer more inducement than the eteran Corps but I be
lie e it is be t to get out of the old fir t, then I can keep out 
if I choose. 

I need not prolong my letter a new 1 carce. With love 
to all I remain, 

olumbu , Ky., Dec. 12th, [1863] 
Dear Brother We t: 

our of Oct. 27 i ju t arrived o you see it has been 
mi laid omewhere a month or more. I should have an

wered it promptly if it had come direct but now that it is 
here I will end a few line to let you know how we wave 
down thi way. There ha been considerable tir here for 
ome time. There have been ix or i ht Regiment of 

ea ern men pa ed throu h olumbu . They stayed a few 
day , ju t long enough to ee what kind of chap they were. 
There wa a New York ity Reg. mo tly Dutch and Irish, 
fond of lao-er and whi key, con equently fond of :fighting 
among them elve and preeing generally. 

One Reo- 't. wa from ew J er ey. They belong to the 
Zuave [Zouave] per ua ion. The only difference between 
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them and other · soldiers is in dress. Being comically 
dressed they think they should be comic all through and as 
a general thing they are a. harum carum set. Then there 
was Penn. Cav., riding the poorest horses imaginable and 
if a av. Reg. has poor horses they make a poor appearance 
and I think they cannot hurt the enemy much. We think it is 
the intention to clean out the Reb . in this part of the coun
try and open this road to Corinth. Perhaps we may be sent 
out, but we hope to stay in our comfortable cabin till 
spring. The weather ha not been much cold yet but it is 
rather rainy and disagreeable for camping now. 

I don't think there i much chance for a :fight out on the 
road as there cannot be much of a Rebel force out there. 
There are plenty of guerilla , however, and some of them 
are brought in every few days. We send them to Rock 
I land now. Some of our boys went up there this w.e.e-k with 
a lot that were captured last week. 

It i hard to get on a trip of that kind a so many want to 
go. Well, West, there is nothing more only that we are all 
well and. having very good time . Plea e write again. 
Perhaps your letter may come ooner next time. I need not 
write to Father thi week as thi will do for all. I will 
write a longer letter next time. I am on guard today and it 
1 nearly time for my relief to go to duty. 

Columbu , Ky., D c. 19th, 1863 
Dear Parent : 

I have been writing to one and another pr tty often lately 
but it i nearly a month ince I have written to you, so I 
will send you a few line thi time though I have nothing of 
importance to mention. We have had ome rough weather 
lately almo t a bad a in Iowa. There i no now but there 
wa plenty of rain and now quite hard fro t. The Reg . that 
were pa ing through bad very uncomfortable times in their 



PETER WIL O I THE I IL R 4 1 

little helter tent . I think there i force enough one out 
into Tenn. to clean out all the Rebel in thi part of the 
countr . The mo t of the troop that have gon out are 
Ea tern men and perhap the ma get the worst of it. If 
the Army of the Potomac i like the Ea tern men that are 
in thi Divi ion no wonder Richmond i not taken but the 
may do in thi di trict a the Reb . that they will find are of 
the guerilla mixed with con cript breed and don't make a 
very hard fight a a general thing. 

There wa ome talk of putting the 14th in a Brigade 
with the Ea tern men but I think it will not be done now a 
they have gone and we will likely tay in olumbu . I never 
want to have anything to do with such men a they are. 
They mo tly came out for the large bountie paid in ew 
York and J er ey and care little about anything 1 e. 

How i it about the draft in Tama 7 ill there be enough 
of olunteer to keep it off It eem land i looking up as 
the owner of 17 want 3.50 for the unbroken and 6.00 for 
the broken. I pre ume ncle Da id ha conclud d to stay 
where he i . It i not likely land will get cheaper as the 
pro pect for a peace i becoming brighter and no doubt 
Iowa will oon settle up when the war i o er. It don't 
eem po ible for the Reb . to hold out more than till next 
ummer. Don't you think the Abolitionist are having 

thing a they want them nowT The will soon pay negro 
oldier the same as white and level thing generally. There' 

are ome furiou debate between the Dem. and Rep. about 
it. I ee the white officer of the 2nd Tenn. Colored Art. are 
as much re pected here as any other officers and put on as 
much tyle a Regular . 

Th re are some Democrat oldier very much opposed to 
egro equality. till they think they may a well grin and 

bear it. The ometime cu old Abe &c but there are four 
of our trong Democrat of o. G r "nli ted for three year . 
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It seemed at one time as if the 14th would go in as a Vet• 
eran Reg. That would require two.third of the men. Per• 
haps they may get that many but they have not yet. For 
my part I mean to :fini h my pre ent term and then quit the 
busines if I keep in my pre ent way of thinking. 

I see they agitate the qu tion of giving u the ame 
bounty as tho e that are enli ting now. I hope they may a 
we de erve it a much a the re t. There i nothing more 
worth writing so I will clo e. 

olumbu , Ky., Dec. 2 th, 1863 
Dear Father: 

I take this opportunity of ending a few line to let you 
know that we are all well and putting in the time a agree• 
ably a possible. We are having a wet time ju t now but 
our camp i on high ground so the mud i not bad only in 
town. olumbus, though not a low a airo, ion a flat 
piece of ground and in wet weather i muddy enough. Our 
camp is almost as high above olumbu a Balcary wa 
above the Fi hhou e. If there wa anythino- to look at the 
view would be good from the bluff but nothing only an occa• 
sional steamboat or gunboat di turb the amene of the 
prospect. 

egro sentinels walk their beat on the forti:fication , 
which no one would have thought of a hort time ago but 
now is looked upon a indifferently a if it had been o from 
the :first. Everything goe on with as much regularity as in 
times of peace. The colored men do all the heavy work such 
a unloading boats and putting the good on the train to be 
sent out to the rmy at nion City. The darkie ave us 
some hard work in that line be ide taking care of the Fort. 
They could not be pared from here without the same num• 
ber of troops of some kind taking their place. 

You seem to have but a poor opinion of soldiering. There 
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i no mi take but the majority of oldi rs are a hard set·. 
It would be hard for you to imagine anything worse than 
the are. Th y have every t mptation to do wrong and if •a 
man ha not firmn nough to keep from the exce se 
common to oldier h , ill oon b a bad a the wor t. If 
it were not that the rmy i principally mad up of such 
m n I would lik it much b tt r. I have no eriou intention 
of remainino- any lono-er than m tim i up, unle I can 
mak it pay [somethin ] . ometime I think if I come horn 
I annot tay but I can tr . I know th r are ometim 
circum tance that make a man wi h h nev r had nli t d, 
but there are trial and trouble oth r pla e b ide the 

rm . There i one thing certain, the rm will either 
mak a man better or wor e morally p akino-. There are 
m n in o. G that ha e reformed !IT atly in r o-ard to drink-
in0·, w aring, &c. ther have b come on:firmed drunk-
ard , thieve , &c. ou m to wi hit I will promise to 
come home if pared till m time i up unl omething 
unlooked for come up. I mu t an w r Jan ' 1 tter so 
goodbye. 

olumbu , ., Dec. 2 th, 1 63 
Dear i ter Jane : 

I have been a littl low in an w rin our 1 tter, but 
there i o little to write it don't mak much difference. 
Writing letter i dry work when one i ituat d a I am. 
If you were acquainted with thi place a I am at home 
there would be more to tell but a that 1 not o you mu t 
make allowance for the dullne of my letter . There i 
little change in our dutie or drill or an hing 1 e. ince 
we came to olumbu it ha gen rally b n light, two days 
per week i the average time on guard and an hour' bat
talion drill in th afternoon i abcut all w have to do. 
There i a good deal of time to read, write, or an hing that 
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suits the fancy. I have read con iderable ancient history 
this winter. I have tried to tudy grammar but something 
is sure to turn the attention from anything like study. It is 
impossible to keep long at any one thing, there is so much 
noise and bu tle but there i always some in every family 
that won't learn. The fact is I don't like to study and never 
can hope to overcome the dislike I have to any kind of study, 
except Hardie' Tactic and Army Regulations. I don't 
like them but must study them so as not to be behind the 
times. 

If I leave the Army in ten month it will not be necessary 
for me to get very well po t d on military matter . 

I suppose by this time you have a recruiting sergt. among 
you. We may look for ome of our neio-hbours down here 
before long, if they don't put the draft farther away. It 
wa a fortunate thing for Frank to get home o hi ex
penses are paid and he wanted to go ver much. One of the 
boys got more butter from home today. We have quite a 
fund ahead now from the rations we ell. We are pretty 
economical in our household a:ff airs and make the most of 
everything. We had a very fine Christmas dinner princi
pally chickens. The boy went out a few mile one night on 
a chicken expedition and were mistaken for guerillas by the 
Cavalry. They had to take to the woods until the Cav. was 
gone. They came in with full hand but tired of being 
chased by our own Cav. I think it is not the first time mis
take" of that kind have been made. Every thing is laid to 
guerillas no matter who doe it. I mu t finish for this time 
so good bye. 

olumbus, Ky., Jan. 12th, 1864 
Dear Parent : 

I take the present opportunity of letting you know how I 
get along. There is still the ame report to make, all quiet 
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at Columbus. The now i beginning to m It today. Ken
tuckian ay they never aw o tead freezing w ather o 
long a it has be n thi time. It wa not v r uncomfortable 
for u but the troop that ar in tent mu t hav uffered 
con iderably. I uppo e the 6th Di i ion will leave thi dis
trict in a month or o, at lea t o goe the report. If we tay 
a little longer the wor t of the winter i pa t and w can get 
along anywhere in ummer. But it i time enough to pecu
late about leaving. One of our guardhou recruit that is a 

ece h oldier enli ted from the guardhou e into our rmy. 
There are a good many uch in the 14th. ell la t night one 
of them de erted and tried to teal a hor e from the Cav
alry picket . There are three picket at each po t. The one 
on duty aw him lip up to the hor e and fired at him. He 
turn d to run but had not ran f a.r before he fell. The picket 
hot him three time . Either hot would have killed him. 

I got a letter from Frank Thoma la t night. It i the 
only one from Buckin()'ham for ome time. I don't hear of 
Perry' recruit thi tim . I hope Perry may do their 
share without drafting. It eem recruiting i not quite 
u ele yet in Iowa. It will be quite a difference to ee o 
many in our ompan . The 14th will be a mixture of Ken
tucky recruit , Iowa recruit , and eteran . There won't 
be many di charged when the three years i expired if th 
bounty i till offered. There i nothin()' of importance to 
write o I will :fini h for thi time. 

On board the t amboat Fanny 
:Memphi , T nn., Jan. 24th, 1864 

D ar Parent : 
I take thi opportunity of letting you know that we are o 

far on our expedition. We hav not learn d our de tination 
but th rumor i that we ar going a vi iting to obile. If 
o I pre urne we will join a lar()' force down the Riv r, but 
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I need not anticipate, time enough when we o-et there to see. 
Our, Brigade came down on four boat and there wa ex
citing times to ee which boat would get to Memphi fir t. 
We tarted la t and pa ed two of the boat on the fir t 
evening. We overtook the third in the morning and tried to 
pa but could not do it. The two boat ran within peaking 
di tance for half a da and got in, in 20 hour from the time 
~ e tarted. It wa the be t tim I have een. And we en
joyed it very much. Our fleet i anchored out in the River 
to keep the men out of mi chief. If we could go a hore here 
the citizen would suffer, o to keep the peace they keep us 
on the boat . 

You n ed not expect to hear from me often now. I will 
try and end a few line from . Orlean . 

Vick bur , Ii ., Jan. 29th 1 64 
Dear Father: 

I take the earlie t opportunity after o- tting a peep at the 
place of intere t to let ou know that I am well. We left 

olmnbus on the 21 t and landed ye terday, the 2 th. We 
had fine unny weather and enjo ed the trip very much. I 
might make an attempt to de cribe the place along the 
River but the chance to write i o poor owing to the confu
sion of fixino- to move the camp that I will pa over with a 
glance at one or two places. 

There i very little to ee along the River now. Mo t of 
the plantation are de erted and de tro ed. ome places 
the row of brick chimn y tandin · wh r the hou e were 
burned are the only mark to 2'1le at the ize of the planta
tion. Hel na is the only place of con equence between 
Memphi and Vicksburg. Like most of the River towns it 
i too low to be healthy. olored oldier eem to be the 
principal part of the population. 

Vicksburg is the best location I have seen since we left 
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olumbu . It ha the m rit of b ing high and dr It i 
ver bluffy wher th :fi 0 ·hting took place, o much o I don't 
e how the could hurt on anoth r mu h. The Reb 1 had 

th ir hole to 0 ·et into from th h 11 and no other kind of 
ball could touch them in th ir work . It is quite interest
iiw to e the plac of af ety the p ople had fix d. I pre-
um when traveling on the River b com afe curio ity 
e ker will vi it ick bur · and find it th mo t int r ting 

place on the Ri er. There i an ndl amount of fortifica
tion . It i tron ·er now than it wa when the Rebel held 
it. There ha b en a T at amount of fortifying don in e 
it came into our hand . There i on Iowa Bri ade here be-
ide our . Th y have r .. nli t d in the V teran , and m an 

to tick to ncle amu 1 to the end of R hellion. There 
were ight Inft. R t' ., thr Batteri , and four avalry 
Re 't . in thi for ce that. came down th River. Th Inft. 
and rt. are here, the av. i coming by land. It i likely 
all th troop up that wa are on th mov . e don't know 
wh ther we go out to Jack on or farth r down. W xpe t 
to tay here a we k or two. The road ar dry now, ri er 
low, and perhap we may mov on imm diat ly. Th Reg't. 
i in good health and fine pirit . I m an to enjo my elf if 
I k p well through thi ampaign. I will writ a oft n as 
conv nient but you need not expect regularit in m 1 tters. 

anton, Ii ., F b. 27, 1864 
Dear Parent : 

I take the earlie t opportunity inc w l ft ick burg of 
ndin a few lin to l t ou know that I am well. W left 
ic.ksburg and marched to I ridian, Ii ., b way of Jack-

on, Brandon, Hill boro D catur. We tore up railroa 1 
at all point along the route burned cotton and other on
federat property. We lived upon the country and have 
lived well. There i no enemy of on equ nee in thi tate. 
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I have been with the foraging party of our Brigade all the 
way and only in one skirmish and no one was hurt. We had 
some brisk skirmishing every day from Black River to 
Meridian. The Rebels retreated all the wa.y before us and 
seldom had time to burn bridge , we kept so close to them. 

I am writing by the camp fire and you mu t not expect a 
decent letter till I get time to write. I think we will come to 
the River in a few day . We have any number of darkie , 
mules, hor e , &c. There is ome party going to Big Black 
tomorrow and I take the chance to end thi . We have had 
fine weather, g·ood road , and marched near three hundred 
miles and are in good trjm, no ick nor none wounded. 

ome few of the Reg. have been taken pri oner but I mu t 
finish. 

You may hear from me oon and it may be ome time but 
I am doing well and will write a 0 ·ain a oon as o ible. 
Thi is Confederate paper. 

On board the Steamer W. L. Ewing 
Grand Echo, Red River, La., pril 4th, 1864 

Dear Parent : 
I don't know as you will know by all the above ju t where 

we are at present. If you look on the map you will ee a 
place called a.tchitoche . It i a few mile from thi place 
on the old bed of a river now call d ane River. Well I 
may a well begin by ayino- that ince the little affair at 
D. Rucy 39 nothing of importance ha been done unle s it is 
being done now. There has been ome kirmi hing for the 
la t two day and thi mornin a force went up to engage 
the Rebel if they till wait. I know nothino- of the pros
pect for a general battle up here but I think it is very un
likely. 

39 The Union forces had captured Fort DeRu ey, !ississippi, on March 14, 
1 64. 
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Bank 40 is with u now and I pre ume we outnumber the 
Rebels too much to get them to gi e u battle. The proba
bility i that a oon a Bank can af ely pare our Div. we 
will join our orp at Vicksburg or femphis. Then rumor 
ay we may go to the Ea t or into Georgia, but time enough 

to go there when , e fini h thi expedition. The 28th and 
24th Iowa are in thi rmy, but I have een none but A. 
F lter et. I may ee ol. onnel before we come down the 
River. 

I like :field ervice much bett r than I did garri on. We 
have march d part of the way on thi trip and ailed the 
re t. We don't burn and de tro a on the Mi s. raid but 
take only uch thing a we need to eat. Thi i the :fine t 
country I have een in the outh. The land i good and all 
the planter are or have been wealthy. There are ome few 

nion men till in the ountry and I think there i ome 
chance of re torino- order to this country by keeping ome 
gunboat along the River and letting tho e who will go 
ahead and rai e cotton, ugar, &c. There are few men but 
will mind their own intere t and certainly the R d River 
farmer can make money by comino- unde the protection of 

ncle am. 
I received a. letter from Jame the 26th of la t month, 

dated ,[arch 6th and have heard nothing later. There are 
f w chance of sending mail and few of getting it. John 
Thoma ha been down with fever for a few day but I 
think he i pa t the wor t. The re t of u are in good health. 
I might o-o on and write a long letter but the deck hand are 
choppino- rail below and jarring o I mu t :fini h. I will 
try and write again when there i another chance to end a 
letter. 

4 0 Gen ral Tathaniel P . Ban.ks. There was much critici m of his handli ng of 
the expedition and he was oon a f terward r ph>ced. Detail of the capt ure of 
P eter Wilson are not given. 
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Dear Parent 
T xa , pril 25th, 1864 

• I take thi opportunity of informing you that I am a 

pri oner of war,41 in good health, well treated, and hoping 
to get out in due time. ou n ed not write to me at pre ent. 

our affect on, 
Peter Wil on 

Li t of pri oner of o. G, 14th Iowa, taken at 
Plea ant Hill , April 9th, 1 64 

Lieut. A. H. Hazlett H. Brownell 
Peter Wil on 
Joel hop hire 
W .. Town end 
D. C. Vail 
George Loucks 
P. J. ook 

rmpeny 
Hiram urner Co. B 
[ 1 roni] lark" " 
John . Kleber" D 
Jo eph Gillet '' F 
W. D. Goben K 

Wm. a.nee . B. Gray 
Plea e send a copy of this Ii t to the Reg. 

" " 

Jan. 10th42 

Tomorrow they tart for our line . Two month from this 
time I can hear from you if all goe well. Tell Frank I 
would write to him if I had pap r and I want him to write 
and let me know how many of the old part of the o. were 
di charged with him and how the p nt th umm r c. 
I may not be here to get the 1 tter but if I hould not the 
lo i not great. You ha e concluded by thi time that I 

; n Peter Wilson was captured at the battle of Pleasant Ilill, Louisiana, on 
April 9, 1 64. How this letter was gotten out of the onfederate lines is not 
explained. ·rt was written on a mall piece of paper. 

•2 This letter has no place given and the year is omitted, but it appears to 
have been written in 1 65 while Peter Wil on wa till a pri oner of war in 
Texas. It was apparently WTitten to his brother and bu ine a ociate, James 
Wilson. From his instructions about secret writing it seem that this letter 
was uncensored. 
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won't o-et home in fun to farm thi um.me . Per hap I 
ma get home by har e t - time. ou mu t b your own: 
jud of how to manage with r fer enc to m ab ence. If 
I o- t out thi pring I , ill ha e four or :fiv hundred in 
Gre nback . If I mu t tay lono-er I will ha e more. If 
you bu land or anything el e, whatever you. do it will be all 
right a far a I am concerned. 

Wh n you writ , if there i anything ou wi h to ay that 
would not do to be e n by the Rebel , write with onion 
juice on the la t page. It can be read b the fire and i in
vi ible b da li ht. nd me ome pare paper o I can 
, rite again and do your ecret writing on it. Let me know 

omething of war matter if you think it can be don in the 
wa I mention. They only publi h u h thing a uit their 
fan y in the Texa paper . e don't know how Grant is 
progTe ing at Richmond, but we know that herman and 
Thoma have done well, al o that Pap Price 43 cam back 
from fo . in au ed up condition. 

Give my re pect to inquiring fri nd and lov to ather, 
Ioth r, Brother , and i ter , and hoping to oon g t on 

the oil that i not cur d b the pre ence of a Rebel, I 
remain your affect Brother 

w Orlean , La., l\fay 28th [1865] 
D ar Father: 

I take the fir t opportunit of informin ou of m return 
to the land of the living, for I have been in all r ct dead 
for the pa 13 month . ell thank od it i pa t now and 
a I have een the onfed racy go to piece it i ome at
i faction for my long impri onment. It eems almo t a 
dream that we are really out of Texa and the war ov r, but 
per hap I will get u ed to it in a hort time. We ju t got out 
of Texa in time a the R bel authorit i gone and we had 

43 The Coniederate leader, terling Price. 
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some difficulty in getting ration on the way out. Every
thing is confusion up Red River. There is likely to be 
trouble among the Rebels if our force don't go up oon 
and take charge. 

It is astoni hing to ee the change that ha taken place 
among the people in regard to the nion. It i the univer-
al talk. We are glad that the thing i over and they gener

ally express atisfaction that the nion i re tored. I will 
not write much thi time. Perhaps in a few day we will be 
on the way up the River. I will lo e no time in coming home 
a oon as I get my discharge. We will likely remain a few 
day at Davenport, and you may write to me in care of D. 
McCosb, Long Gro e &c. Tell James al o to write. If we 
don't get away from here in a few days I will write again. 
Let me know Brother J obn 's addre and bow he i getting 
on. I am in good health and hope to be fit for duty hen I 
get home. With love to all I remain, your ffect on, 

Peter Wilson 

Perry, June 12, 1865 
Dear Brother :44 

It was with feeling of joy and tbankfulne s that we re
ceived your letter last mail. I cannot imagine the feeling 
that daily posse sed you in your dr ary onfinement. Prob
ably you cannot imagine our feelings whil you were there. 
I wrote you several letter not expecting much you would 
ever get them, but hope induced me to try. Once I ent you 
ten dollar . Folks said it would be urely lo t but I con id-

H This letter, written by James Wilson to Peter Wilson in reply to the letter 
announcing P eter 's release from the Confederate prison, was included in the 
collection and is printed with the Peter Wilson letters because it gives briefly 
the conditions at home. P eter returned to take up work on hi farm. In 1 70 
he married Miss Emma Lawson. Seven children were born of this marriage -
John L ., Mary W., Sheridan ., Andrew C., ellie (Mrs. John Randolph Cur
rens ), Grace G., and Peter L. Peter Wilson di d on April 23, 1 7. 
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er d it m e p cial bu in to lea e no tone unturn d. 
Fath r and Moth r ha u:ff r d a r at deal on our ac
count. Father e p ially bor usp n e in ilence. In fact 
your detention ha be n ommon talk in th neighborhood, 
'' an word from ter' ', '' any word from P te '', an word 
from your broth r c c wa the continual que tion. Th 
prayer of your friend , of our Mini ter, the d ires of all 

our friend wa that ou might b par d to return and 
who can tell what ffect th ffectual fervent prayers of 
right ou man ma ha e had at th ource of all our bl 
ing . But it i over and I hop that in om way it may 
work for our good. 

Th re ha b n a gr at man han ince you 1 ft, a 
gr at many folk have com into the place. The face of the 
prairi ha be n con id ra bl chang d, new hou e on ome 
farm , new breaking ne, f nc , om that you wer ac
quainted with ar d ad, though God ha pared tho e who 
are near and dear to you. Grandfath r il on and Grand 
mother foCo h ar gon , v ral in thi plac , r . By-
werth, George hiner wif John L ffi r. . Ilough ha 

old gone to Kan a . D. D. art on ha old to a rela
tion of ncle IcMillan and bought th old onn 11 farm. 
Hiram Klin()'aman ha old to ar on left. A family of 

t venson ha moved around ollin grov . fr. Wil-
on from Illinoi ha bought the land w t of ncle W t' 

and i improving [it]. or()'e lo • ,John Tenan talk of 
coming back to thi pla fr m h 11 Rock. cot h family 
named Law on have bou ht Fox' place and nearly all 
tho mentioned ha e conn t d with th chur h. We have 
ju t had a very dif ing ommunion a on. Mr. Fulton 
from edar Rapid prea bed for u . 

If you got my la t 1 tter you will have ome idea of our 
financial affair . I bou ht ten acre of timber from Jona 
Wood. It i young and for future u . Th n I bought forty 
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acre in Four Mile rove, ltalf pretty good timber. Then I 
bouo-ht a tract of timb r from n le McMillan that will 
fen up all our land. Th timb r i all paid for. La t 
wint r aft r a crreat deal of trouble and expen e by finally 
going to Illinoi I bought th quar er tion outh of our 
old ighty. I borrow d the mon ( 00) to pay for it. I 
have got the hou e :fini hed up tair and down. ncle 

ndrew and I bought a mowin machin and paid for it. I 
built a two-hor e cultivat i• thi princr on wh el o you can 
rid or walk. Rav 20 h ad f cattl 7 h ad hor e , 36 
head hog , pl nty of corn, and half la t year' wheat. I am 
building th pa ture f nc . I told ou I hav Robert Dodd 
hired till harve t. Finally have ju t ucc <led ince you 
went to war in gettincr th plac r ady to pa well, 

your ffectionat Brother Jame 


