
LAIRD OF NORTH TAMA 

man living up b the "Ridge Road" in Tama County, 
owa, sent money back to cotland in the six.ties to pay the 

pa sage of a younger sister. It was only a few months 
until thi blooming cotch la ie was married. '' Tell my 
fri nds ", she wrote home to an aunt, "that I'm a laird' 
wife, noo. '' 

It , as not tretching the imagination of a new arrival to 
thinlr of the e farmers in the Wolf Creek valley a "laird ". 
~rh older men who came in the fifties and ixtie ent by 
th, name of their homes in cotland; in Tranquillity 1 

ther w re farms called "Kilpatrick", "Renton", "Craig
bra ", "Pinmore'', "Drumgrier", ' Dangart", "Bog
h rtd ", and imilar name . 

These '' laird '' of orth Tama were neither crude nor 
sordid; in Scotland they had been farmer and the sons of 
farmer· - men of po ition, who had lenty of ervants, 
m n for th fields, and girl for the kitchen and byre ( dairy 
barn). The e came from the several pea ant families living 
on each farm; but no matter how many servants they had, 
the mi tre alway uperintended the making of the butter 
"nd cheese. Her reputation and much of the family living 
depend d upon the quality of the e dairy products. The e 
Scotch farmer had lei ure for many of the refinements of 
lif . One of the women who came to Iowa recalled that when 
he as a little girl in cotland, her father and mother had 

t a together in their living room every afternoon. 

1 Life in the Scotch community in north Tama County centered around the 
Presbyterian Church known as Tranquillity and the community was also called 
Tranquillity. For an account of activitie at the church see the articles in 
The Palimpsest for December, 1936. 
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The pioneer men and women of Tranquillity had been 
reared in an older, more leisurely, and more cultured way 
of life than that to which their Iowa de cendants became 
accustomed. The following incidents contrast the two ways 
of living. In the winter of 1911, one of the daughters 2 of a 
Scotch family in Tama County was in Scotland with her 
husband, a minister attending lectures in the University of 
Glasgow. The couple spent the holidays at Pleasantfield, a 
farm near Ayr, visiting a cousin and his family, and the 
Iowa woman described the following incident. 

At breakfast one morning, she said, while discussing the 
plans for the day, it was arranged that we were all to go 
over to Ayr as my cousin had a cow for the market. We 
supposed he would go in on foot leading his cow and we 
would bring him home; so when the time came for ~ting 
we looked for the cow. No cow was to be seen. Our cousin 
appeared all dressed up and rode with us in the gig. Ar
riving in Ayr, he took my husband off to the market. The 
plowman was there with the cow, having started hours be
fore to lead her in. The Scotch farmer negotiated the sale 
but never touched the cow. 

After returning from abroad, continued this Iowa 
woman, we were visiting at father's. 8 We were awakened 
one morning early by a commotion out in the street. A 
neighbor, who had then r etired from the farm and wa a 
well-to-do busines man with farms and town holdings, pres
ident of a bank, and a county supervisor , was driving two 
pig he had fattened at his house in town, down to market. 
He had only his eight-year-old boy to help. Although he 
could have bought my Scotch cousin out ten times over, it 
never occurred to this man that driving his pigs to market 
was beneath his dignity. 

2 This was Jane Stevenson who married the Reverend Howard W. Johnston. 
3 William tevenson was then living in Traer, having retired from the f arm. 
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The older generation came to Iowa for the ake of their 
large families. It was only the eldest on who could "heir 
the tack'' in cotland; younger children had no chance. 
Beside th mon y to make fir t payments on their farms, 
the e cotch familie brought with them their mahogany 
table , gold watche and long beautifully wrought chains, 
bra candlestick , et of rare china, chest of linen and 

ilver, black silk gowns, and exquisite Pai ley shawls. Look 
through the old album ; note the dignity of carriage, the 
fine quality of the clothes and their good tyle, and the gen
ral air of elegance and well-being. 

The privations and acri:fices of thi Iowa life were hard 
to endure, e pecially for the older generation. Mo t of 
the men were pa t the age for hard work, even tho e in 
middle life had lived in a more lei urely atmo phere and 
were not u ed to uch driving toil. They aid of one man, 
"It didn't matter o much hi working fter he got the 
boy all out to the field." 

The fir t generation always had time for "a crack wi' 
their friends" or an argument about foreordination. Al
though the e cotch farmer sacrificed their old-world com
fort and friend to come to Iowa in order that their 
children might have the opportunities of thi new land, the 
children had to work for these opportunities and work un
cea ingly. They were the men and women who with grind
ing toil ubdued the prairies. o generation of men in 
Iowa will ever again win for them el e uch holding , but 
no generation will ever again work harrl. "He de na' 
work a' nicht", said "Uncle Mac" (Gilbert foMillan) of a 
neighbor, "when he gets through wi' his chores at twelve 
o'clock, he ju t lean up again t a tree, take a we nap, an' 
then goe on again.'' 

Mo t of the"e younger men made money so that they 
bought one eighty after another, moving in the little houses 
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of the fir t ettler for granarie , tool hop , and wood-
hed . Big barn were built and hou o large that ome 

of the room were never furni hed. Thing were done on a 
big cale. 

Many of the e cotch ettler cam from the ame local
ity or from nearby place and were of ten related. How 
clo ely knit the e cotch immigrant w re ma be een from 
the Wil on clan. Of the elev u children of Jame and Jane 
Lu k Wil on of Pinmore, yr hire cotland, eight came to 
Iowa, three remaininO' in cotland. Three brother - John, 

e t, and ndrew - were amonO' th cotch who :finally 
e tabli bed them elve in Tama ount . Four i ter were 
in the ame group- fargar r ilbert lcDowall), 
Janet (:Mr . John Galt), ar ilbert Ichlillan), 
and tine ( Ir . ndrew Dodd). fifth i ter, Grace, 
( fr n il on), lived in dar apid . 
. But the relation hip wa more wide pread than thi . 
John Wil on' fir t wif wa Jean Ic o h. 4 One of her 
brother , ndrew, lived in Tama 
Ic o h, in cott ount . Ir . 
i ter of Georg (Geordie) lo 
on wa the wife of Thoma 

almo t equally connected. 

ounty · another, David 
ndr w le o h wa a 

5 In cotland Jean Wil
ther familie were 

The member of the il on clan were intelligent, indu -
triou , brewd, deeply religiou , and hone t. The had a 
trong family feeling and their bu y live were lio·htened 

by a keen en e of humor. Among tho of the fir t genera
tion, perhaps the mo t triking character wa e t il on. 

THE QUIRE 

W "t Wil on wa lmown a th quire to e eryone in 
4 James McCosh, a cou in of J ean McCo h Wilson, wa President of Prince-

ton from 1 6 to 1 . John Wilson later married Jan Cope. 
5 J ean Wilson, one of the Wilson si ters who remained in cotland, wa mar

ried to Thoma loss. A daughter, Lizzi , married Jame Taylor in Iowa. 
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Tama ounty, a title which he acquired by rea on of hi 
per onality rather than by office. It i true that he erved 
for year a justic of the peace, but other men have filled 
the office without acquiring this dignified appellation. We t 
Wil on looked and acted the part, ati :fied all our idea of 
a quire, and o th name clung to him. Hi grand mann r 
wa perfectl natural, full of prid , dignity, and courte . 
He wa big, well proportioned, with regular f ature and 
dark ye . In later year hi hapely head wa bald, hi 
beard whit , his upper lip haven. stranger would have 
picked him out at once a the hand ome t man in the 
chur h. Hi home with it tately pine and strutting pea
cocks mad an appropriate ettin for thi Io a quir . 

The emigration of the cotch '' laird '' into north Tama 
ounty wa largely due to the vi ion and initiative of West 

Wil on. H wa the pioneer of the Wil on clan, the fir t to 
cro the tlantic, embarkino- for onnecti ·ut in fay, 1846, 
with hi young wife and ix-week -old baby. They wer 
eio-ht week in the teerage of a ailing ve el. 

In :five year , John Wil on followed his broth r to or
wich, onnecticut. Here We t Wil on' commodious home 
wa a haven for all the r lative and acquaintance from 

cotland. It wa divided o two families could live com
fortably and with a certain degr e of privacy until they 
found place of their own. Often the trav Iler came from 
shipboard with ickne in the family-mea le , scarl t 
fev r, and th like· in befriending them in their extremity, 
We t and hi wif 6 ri ked the live of their own brood. 

"\ e t Wil on op rated a awrnill and wa soon well e -
tabli bed on a r nted farm. He rai ed veg·etable exten
iv ly and arried on a dairy bu ine . Returning one day 

e We t Wilson was married three times. Thi wife, whom he had married in 
1 45, was Margaret Drynan before her marriage. His econd wife was Bar
bara Kennedy whom he married in 1 63, and his third choice was Margaret 
McDonald whom he married in 1 95. 
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from Greenville where he peddled milk, he met James Wil
son, then a half-grown boy, eldest son of his brother J obn. 
The lad was trudging along the dusty roa.d with all his 
worldly possessions tied in a handkerchief. West stopped 
his team and inquired of thi favorite nephew, "Whaur are 
ye for, Jim?'' 

'' Oh, I'm off to find work. They don't need me at home'', 
the lad replied. 

'' Have ye heard o' any place?'' 
''No, but I '11 find something. '' 
'' Then get in wi' me. I '11 gie ye a job in the sawmill till 

ye find something else." So James worked in hi uncle's 
mill until he came with hi family to Iowa where he found 
work in Klingaman's sawmill on the ite of Traer. 

But West Wilson wanted a farm of his own where land 
was cheap. He often talked about these new land ·th his 
friend, John Connell, who lived in orwich. The Connells 
were weavers, associated with William A. Buckingham 
(later Governor of Connecticut) in his ingrain carpet mills. 

ot being able to make a choice between the Waldon Ridge 
in Tennes ee and the prairie of Iowa, the two men decided 
that Wilson was to go to Tennes ee and Connell to Iowa, 
agreeing to communicate with each other the re ult of 
their explorations. 

While cro ing the Missis ippi on the ferry at Dubuque, 
onnell fell in with Jonas Wood, later an out tanding man 

in north Tama County. According to the Tama County 
hi torian, Daniel Connell, Wood had an acquaintance with 
a doctor practicing at Vinton, Iowa. When they arrived at 
thi '' embryo city with only four cabins to hou e her citi
zen ", the doctor, instead of taking these land- eekers in 
with open arms as wa u ual, informed them there was no 
vacant land in the vicinity of Vinton and ugge ted they go 
on to Bi{)" reek (later known a Wolf Creek). 



L IRD OF ORTH T MA 233 

fter the men had started, the doctor remarked to a 
friend, ''I've ju t got rid of a ne t of Whig . '' It eem 
that the do tor, a Democrat, had come west with political 
a piration . Vinton mu t not be ettled by Whigs. Thu it 
was that Benton ounty lo t the cotch settlement that 
contributed so much to the upbuilding of north Tama 

ounty. 
John onnell wa o well plea ed with the Wolf reek 

region that he entered land without waiting to hear from 
e t il on reo-ardino- his Tenne ee trip. But Wil on 

found the land in Tenne ee unattractive and returned to 
hi home in onnecticut. 

fter reading onnell' letter with their glowing ac
count of Iowa, We t Wil on et out for Wolf reek in 
1 54, accompanied by his brother, John Wil on, and by 
George lo . ccording to We t Wil on' on, Henry, 
they tarted out from Marengo, Iowa, on foot following a 
winding wagon trail. We t il on had a compa and 
wanted to go straight acros . John Wil on wa determined 
to hold to the beaten path. Sloss who had the decidino
vote wa something of a politician; he rea oned that John 
Wil on, being the older, hould be the wi er of the two. 
For everal hour they travelled on different path but met 
again during the day. 

Before night, the came to a few hou e on the prairie; at 
one they applied for lodging. The woman of the hou e aid 
he could not k ep them a he was alone, but finally con
ented when a neio-hbor woman agreed to otay with her. 
he baked a johnny cake for supper and later churned a 

little batch of butter. It wa white but ta ted good on the 
johnny cake at breakfa t. The woman told them about cook
ino- dinner not lono- before for tephen Klingaman,7 a mart 

1 tephen Klingaman was of G rman descent and came to Tama ounty 
with more than the usual amount of money. He was a succe sful bu ine man 
and one of the out tanding men of the community until he became involved in 
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bu ine lik man from hi who wa al o oing on to Wolf 
reek to look at land. rriving at Bu kingham, the put up 

with the John onn 11 the fir t ni ht. 
John. and e t il on and org lo oon decided 

that th y too would com to Iowa and r turn d to Connecti
cut for their familie . Th arrival f th family of John. 

il on in Tama ount wa typical f th comin of th e 
otch familie . 
Daniel onnell wa tandin in th a t door of hi 

father' cabin in Buckin ·ham lat on ov mb r af rnoon 
in 1 55. It wa nowing. Throu h th flake and gathering 
gloom h ould di cern a lin of obj t pa in the aw
mill wh re t phen Klino-aman had tabli h d him elf in 
Jul , and ro ing th brido-e ov r r k. Thi pro
c ion wa the John il on famil. on it wa. to Iowa. 

H ading the caravan and drivino- two }Tok of oxen was 
the elde t on, Jam , th futur " ama Jim '. In like 
occupation followed P ter; then am the father and a 
younger on, each dri ino- a t am of hor ; mixed in th 
variou load were th moth r the youn r children, and 
the hou ehold ff ct . In a f w y ar th coupl had two 
more childr n, fourteen in all. 

They drove to Gilb rt I fillan' arah 
wa a i ter of the \ il on broth r . Ic Iillan 
family lived in a abin twelv f t quar ; to tow in a 
dozen or o mor mu t hav tax d th ability to 
manag . But John il on oon o-ot hi cabin built and wa 
read , a f w month lat r to tak in e t il on and hi 
family. For the n t t n year , ther wa a ucc ion of 
familie more or 1 related to th il on . It wa lik a 

otch clan comino- into north Tama ount •. 

the lynching of the Bunker brother . F ollowing thi incident Klingaman di • 
app ar d leaving bis family and property behind. 

8 This was the P ter Wilson who vrot the ivil War letter , printed in thi 
and other numbers of TIIE I OWA JOURNAL OF H I TORY A.·o P OLI'l'l . 
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Th arl ttler , inde d, all took th ir turn at enter -
taining n wcomer . ev ral ar aft r tbi , W t il on 
wa on th roof hino-ling hi wh n he aw hj 
broth r -in-law' family, th ndr w Do 1d' ,0 oming. H 
got down qui kl and went to, 1 ome th m. t il on, 
Gilb rt f Millan, John il on, and ilb rt I o, all ach 

a odd a ow o that h had four to commenc farming 
with in th prmo-. 

t il on nt red a ction of land in ry tal Town-
hip, ju t b y nd wh r the hur h n , tand om f ur 

mil outh, t of the villa()' platted by John onn 11 and 
u kin ·ham for hi fri nd, William lfr d Buck

in0·ham, manufa tur r, philanthropi t, and di tinrui h d 
, ar ov rnor of onn ti ut. 

The 1quire, a e t il on came to b called, wa mor 
than a farm r · h wa a man of a.:ffair in th county. ft r 
th railroad cam throu ·h north Tama ount , he 1 ft the 
dire t manag m nt of hi farm to hi boy and hir d m n, 
built 1 vator in Traer and two other mall town , and 
embark din the rain and commi ion bu ine b ing on 
of th fir t bu ine m n in Traer. H r h wa alway to 
be found in th du ty office of hi ele ator buying rain or 
tellin()' hi inimitable tori . 

quir Wil on wa. ucce ful in hi rain bu in and 
wa quite well-to-do until he began buying and llino- on 
the Board of Trade. In hi old age, h lo t hi big farm-
tead with th trutting peacock th tat ly pin , tb 

whit hou with the croll work in tb able , th picket 
f enc indented in front to make room for th hit bing po t 
whirh eemed to invit the pa erb to ti up hi t am and 
go in for a chat. But the quir wa ab} to hold hi olf 

re k bo tom land and build a Ii ttle hou e near th bridO' 
where he liv d with hi third wif , th lov 1 lady h mar-

s Andrew Dodd had marri d 1ri tin Wil on. 
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ried in hicago.10 Hi three wive now lie be ide him in 
ry tal cemetery. The quire continued to run hi elevator 

and hi farm until he wa almo t ighty. 
He had that wonderful quality of good cheer and opti

mi m which bol tered him up through orrow and hard
hip and made him, in pite of all hortcoming , o 

popular in all circle and hi company o much ought after. 
I r member one da when I wa a tudent in oe ollege, 

the pr id nt ummon d the quire' granddaughter, 
tina vVhannell, al o in oe, to hi office to ee h r grand-

fath r who wa on hi way home from hicago. he took 
me with her. e went with f ar and tremblino-. Perhap 
not more than one or twic during a college cour e wa 
the law-abiding tudent invit d into the pr id nt' office, 
but here wa the quire itting at ea e, chatting about the 
late t doing in the wheat pit. o one e r aw him when 
he was not at home in any company. He had on a dark 
blue uit - it eem to me he alwa wore dark blue uits 
- and he look d ver di tingui h d. The o r-burdened 
coll ge pr ident foro-ot hi troubl and laughed at the 

quire' torie . 
!though con id red an ultra lib ral in reli ion b hi 

more orthodox relati e , th quire wa a man of peace in 
the church, never altercating, meddling, or holding an office. 
De pi ing hypocri and uper tition, hi religion wa not 
manif e ted in form and ceremoni . 

oon after the d ath of the quire' fir t wife a neio-hbor 
told of being in Daniel onn 11' tor in Buckino-ham one 
cold D cember day when a littl boy from a mo er' camp 
came in crying with cold. 

" haur are er boot ", the quire inquired. 
"Oh, they're worn out an' father ha n't mone. to buy 

n w one ." 

1 0 This was Margaret McDonald. 
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"Here, Dan I" called the Squire to onnell who was in 
the back of the store filling a three gallon jug with orghum, 
''Let' e if ye hae onything that will fit this wee man. ' 

"Think o' the quire paying for a waif's boot ", e -
claimed then ighbor, "when he ha nine motherl bairn 
at ham , an' th y 're all under thirteen.'' 

"Did ye hear that fi tre Galt 11 ha the baby noo ' 
" y, th quire '11 k n it '11 no be negl ckit by hi i t r." 
In later years, ani 1 onnell wrote in his Tama ounty 

hi tor : "We t Wil on had a large heart; hi right hand 
in ignorance of the activitie of hi left. In the day of hi 
pro p rit , th writer was the di p n r for Mr. Wil on of 
hundr d of dollar worth of good to the worthy poor. ' 

Through hi ci nti:fi.c study and re ar h, the quir 
early be ame intere ted in the breeding of pur -blood d 
cattle.12 In eptemb r, 1 71, the quire w nt to the tat 
Fair at edar Rapid and bought '' Pre id nt' ', th fir t 
pedigre d horthorn brought into Tama ounty, at lea t 
the fir t recorded in the h rd book. " r id nt" wa a 
four-month -old bull calf weighing 400 pounds, red with a 
pot on one boulder, another on the oppo ite flank. There 

wa nothing fancy abou hi p digr , for at that tim th 
Bate , Booth , and ruik hank had not been heard of in 
Tama ounty. 

The quir ' on, thirteen-year-old Henry, had charge of 
thi animal. H a a proud bo . H f d and groomed 
"Pr id nt" for the count. fair th ne t fall, weighing him 
at Toled , th fir cal availabl . ·Th animal w igh d 
990 pound after that :fifteen-mile walk. '' Pre ident'' won 
econd place. u ual ndr w fo o h wa one of the 

judg . Two ear later the quire bought four cow and 

11 This was Janet Wil on Galt, an older sister of the quire. 

12 These cotch settl rs were all int resttd in cattl rai ing. ome, like 
West Wil on, turned thei r attention to breeding cattle. Other wer more 
intere ted in fe ding cattle for beef. 
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heifers in Illinois and started his pedigreed herd of hort
horns. 

The Squire wa also a great reader. His library con
tained volume on the variou ciences including astronomy 
and evolution, on philosophy, religion, athei m, and com
plete set of novels by cott, Dickens, and other . He wa 
always intere ted in invention. Hi clear thinking grand
daughter, Westina., relate that he would talk about the 
po sibility of people flying through the air not in hi day 
but in ours. He thought a great deal about the construction 
of a flying machine, much to the di gu t of practical, hard
working ons-in-law who thought he wa wa ting hi time 
at "fooli h nonsen e". He had in mind a picture of a 
machine to dig ditche . machine digging ditche for 
water main in Traer, about 1910, conformed ve~lo ely 
to the Squire' model. 

The fir t melodeon in the cotch ettlement wa bought 
by Squire Wilson in Buckingham about 1870 for hi daugh
ter Agnes, and he engaged a sister of Daniel onnell to 
o-ive her ten les on for $10.00. For her le on Aggie, a 
she wa called, usually walked the five mile into Buck
ingham. 

Perhaps the old Squire lived in too early a day to follow 
the lead of his ambition and dream but omething of hi 
genius for research, invention, and promotion wa brought 
to a fruition in hi nephew, West Dodd, in hi on, Dalton, 
in his grand on, William Galloway; 13 omething of hi love 
for science and philosophy in his on, John, who practiced 
medicine in alifornia; but mo t of all were hi highe t 
visions realized in hi nephew, James Wilson, ecretary of 

gTiculture under three President . 
The ecretary seldom came home without visiting the 

quire. They were kindred spirits. It i hard to ay which 

13 Williitm Galloway was the son of J ohn and Agnes Wil on Galloway. 
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r at r nj y:m nt from th vi it , Jam 
n b rb din nati n-, id a · ultural pr · or hi 

vi iona who k n min alwa figurin out 
n wt· 

In th f :m d i ntifi r ar h, di o ry and 
. . 
lil n lOil W 

· om ti 
ob tac 

torch f pr 
with hi ki 
th wa not 
o:m:munit . 

h quir b tter. lund r -
ino- h a burd n , tumbling o run
quir in hi , n wa alwa arri d a 
t mi ht b but a flick ring flam , till 

h art and word of h r h h lp d to lio-ht 
nly for hi wn lan but for th whol 

FF 

n rh ra t r among th cotch t-
tl r , a ilb rt I Iillan who had :marri d arah il on. 
Iany w r th tori t ld f th humor, droll ry, and 

und r tanding of ncle Ma ' a he wa called b mo t of 
the econd 

ne night hor ot loo v r t 
an io-hborin farm. In th mornin th on br u ht th m 
horn . H had o-r wn up in th hill and bad th r putation 
of b ino- a rouo-h f 11 w. hi m rnin he wa in a tow ring 
ra e and had mad up hi mind to iv :M Iillan a t rribl 
rakin . ncl Iac aw th broad- hould r d, d ur-fa d 

outh o:ming and w nt ou tom t him· when wi bin bail
ing di tance h hout d ' om awa ! om awa I I lik 
ye, man and ay did. I'll kill a h p an' ¢e th half 
o t.' Th youn man aid to hi fath r aft rward, I 
couldna ay a word. 

The 1 Iillan bo had ju t on to th harv fi Id on 
morning and ncl ~Ia wa harp nin a i kl with w 
Peter turnin th rind one. The lad lik d to , atch th 

H Four Mile Grove wa we of the present site of Traer, bctw n Four 
Mile Creek and Wolf Cr k. 
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water dripping regularly on to the ickl from the hole in 
the can fa tened above the ton . Peter thouo-bt it quite an 
invention. Ju t then an old man living on a near-by hill 
came up with a ack wanting to borrow flour. He liked to 
li e off other people. ncle 1ac aid, '' Gang awa in and 

a k arah. '' 
But unt Sarah aid, "We're kind o' low on flour. May-

be faither '11 no want to gang to mill bein' in the mid t o' 
harvest.'' ith kindly olicitude on her round, comely face 
he added, ''I've om middling . I '11 let ye bae ome -

they're real nice an' clean.'' £fronted, the man went away 
in hig·h dudgeon. unt arah aid to her hu band, 'I feel 
bad no to bae let the man bae the flour.'' 

ncle Iac went on to the end of hi ickle, grinding 
every knife, then he traighten d up and aid, '' u t gie 
him another da or twa and he '11 be back for the middlin' . '' 
He wa back the next day. 

ilbert fo:Millan wa alwa joking, playino- trick on 
people. But one wa played on him that p ople reli h tell
ing abc,ut ven to tbi da . Being a good judge of tock, 

ncle 1ac wa an exp rt in a trade. One winter he had a 
lot of hog but no corn. lli neighbor, the inging- chool 
t acher, had a lot of corn but no bog . H per uaded 
:Mc Ellan to let him have ome hot to feed on bare , 
fifty-fifty. The inging- chool tea her dro e the pig home. 
In tead of keeping them until full grown and fat, he butch-
r done the next morning and, plittino- it from the no e to 

th tip of it tail, brought one-half ack to fo Iillan. 
E er one liked ncle fac. He met th m with hi op i

mi m and good cheer, helped them over the bard place 
with hi joke and non n . He refu ed to e the hard-
hip . o man had a kinder h art. "Lan ma yer lum 

( himne ) reek!'' he bout d to a man pa ino- th grove. 
' It 11 no reek lang", aid the man. ' I'm clean di couraged. 
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I lo t that bay mare I ju t bought." "Hoots! ome awa, 
man! om awa in an' we'll hae a guid crack (talk) by the 
fire.'' nother hour and the man wa on hi way with a 
new courag and plan for getting another hor e. 

" h, woman", fo Ellan aid with a twinkle wh n he met 
a girl, ju t over, the fir t unday in church, "thi i an 
awful country. The wood are full of wolv . Y mauna 
gan()' oot aft r dark. Ye can do na courtin '." 

They tell the tory of how he left two bo , newly arrived 
from cotland, down in a hollo, holding a bag for nipe to 
run into. n l 1ac and hi friend were uppo ed to be 
rounding up th nipe . After awhil one of the youth be
came u p1c1ou and aid to the other, '' Here, ju t baud the 
ack while I o an' ee if they're comin' ". He went to the 

hou e where ncl 1ac wa re 0 ·aling the crowd with torie . 
The un u pectin boy kept on holding the ack until he too 
realiz d that he wa the victim of a joke. 

But Gilbert 1c 1illan wa more than a prank ter; his 
horn wa a ocial center to which all peopl went out of 
their way for a word with him, to have, a it were, their 
liv che red up. One tory illu trate thi chara teri tic. 

farmer living to the outh had lo t hi wif . Being in 
or troubl with th care of hi little boy, the ru h of har

ve t, thre hing ahead, and no hou ek eper, he came up to 
ncle Mac' for ome good cheer and advice. 

fo Ellan look d quizzically at the eccentric man with hi 
bearded face, cro eye , and rough clothe ; troked hi 
little hin whi ker thoughtfully; walked back and forth sev
eral time , hi. hand cla ped one in the other b hind hi 
back a wa hi wont. Then he topped uddenly. "I ken 
a widow who would b ju t fine for e. I'll tak' ye to ee 
her." 

'' r a good friend, Ma . Wben , ill we O'O '' 

' Right now." 
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'' Oh, but I hould go home an' dre up.'' 
" o, there's fortune in the pre ent ", declared ncle 

Mac who alway acted on the impul e of the moment, never 
waiting to prepare for anything. He hitched a mule and a 
hor e to the wagon, the ha rack till on it. Hi two hound 
limbed in. He and the farm r drove off ju t a they were. 

When they reach d the widow' hou e, he wa wa bing 
out ide under the tree . he wiped the ud off her arm 
and hook hand with ncle ac; then he pre ented the 
lone ome widower, "Thi man ha been, like er el', un
fortunate in lo ing hi life partn r. I ve brought him over 
and introduced him and now ye can ju t talk the matter 
over between yer el . I m oin' over to oung for 
dinn r.'' He and amuel Y oun<r , ere old friend . 

Grandfather Young lived two mile north of the widow. 
The fo lillan and Young had liv d on n ighboringf arm 
in cotland. Wh n the were all ather d about the table, 

ncle Mac told the tory. '' Th widow wa wa hing when 
we drove up. I told her the farmer wanted a wife, an' 
man! y hould hae n the apple [ ud ] fl e. y, 
they'll mak a ma.tch ure for he i after a worker." 

Robert Young old of the on°T ·ational circuit rider who 
lived at W t nion. 1 5 He came from down along the river 
I think it wa linton. Thi ·ood man had di e tive trou
ble which nothing had helped o much a the dandelion 
bitter made by hi wife. But hi upply ran out. ot 
being· ahle to find any dandelion around e t nion, he 
sent back to Clinton for plant . he hired the on of a 
neighborin°· pari hion r, el en-year-old Geor<r toake 16 

to plant and hoe the dandelions. B ino· an indu triou lad, 
he tended them carefully. The ne t prin<r there wa a 

1s This West Union was a mall c nter a hort distance ea t of Traer. 

1s A son of this G org toakes later married Westina Wbanuell, the 
Squire's granddaughter. 
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goodly number of dandelion aero the road in the William 
prole pa ture. Th next pring there were till more and 

we ha e had plenty of dandelion e er inc . The men 
roared with laughter. 

ncle lac tirr d hi tea to di ol e the brown sugar 
in th bottom of th cup he turned to Robert and added, "I 
ha a' ood tor for y , Bob. La t umm r, two cal e 
belornring to a n i 0 ·hbor kept botherin' and botherin'. I 

ent them ham but they came back. ne day the auld man 
on th knowe who borrow and di na like to work very weel, 
came down. I aid, I '11 ie ye thae calve , man, if ye 'll 
tak' them ham '. H thocht it mu t b a joke but to get it 
back on me aid, ' 11 ri ht, I'll ju t tak' them wi' me.' To 
hi urpri e let him dri e them off. It wa an awful hot 
day. The calv ran very way. The auld man wa near 
ham clean tu k r d out, weatin' and wi' hi hat off when 
he me my neiO'hbor who houted, 'Where t1.re ye goin' wi' 
my cal e ' 'Wh , lac gave the e alve to m ', the auld 
man ra ped out in hi hiO'h voice. 'We 1, the wer no his 
ta iv ,' aid my an TY n io-hbor, 'I'll ju t tak' thae calve 
back wi' m .' 

"It wa on in the winter that the auld man' on wa 
down and I offer d him a led. H went hame and told his 
faither that I wa an awfu' fine man for I wa goin' to gie 
him a 1 d but th auld man aid 'Have nothin' to do wi' it. 

ou don't know who e led it i . ' But it wa my ain led 
an' I wa O'oin' to give it to the lad.' Then having :fini bed 
th m al and end d the tory, h ro e and aid, " oo, Mi -
tre oun , I 11 bid ye good-bye. I'm thinkin' th farmer 
an' th widow will ha their par kin' done and w maun be 
awa ham .'' 

The couple had inde d pro!ITe sed far in their court hip; 
with uch an introduction a ncle 1ac had iven them, 
ther wa littl n d for d lay and th wedding wa ar-
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ranged to take place in two weeks. It proved to be a suc
cess. The widow and her two daughters had a good home. 
The farmer wa sati fled, well cared for, and proud of the 
four children born to them. His wife had demonstrated her 
worth that day when she made the '' sapples flee''. 

Uncle Mac had a knack for getting congenial people to
gether. He understood human nature. The homesick 
settlers were all the better becau e of ncle Mac in tho e 
first days. They had more appetite for their corn bread and 
the coffee made of middling mixed with molasses and 
browned in the oven, when laughing over ncle fac' 
joke . Even to thi day the country ide i full of stories of 
his long remembered drollery. 

THE DANGART 

Gilbert McDowall, the hu band of Iargaret Wilson, was 
another unusual character. we have een, mo t of the 
fir t ettlers named their farm in north Tama County 
after their former home in cotland. The men went by the 
name of their farm and Gilbert :McDowall wa called the 
Dan()'art. The name ha persi ted in th community to this 
day and many torie are told about the Dangart while 
most of the other farm name are forgotten. 

Mr. IcDowall wa a trong man phy ically. t one time 
when his yoke of oxen got tuck in a nowbank with a mall 
load of wheat on a led, he took a four-bu hel ack on his 
shoulder and carried it a quarter of a mile to lighten the 
load for the oxen. He had few educational advantages in 
his youth; but he was shrewd, po e ed a goodly measure 
of a urance, native wit, common en e, and wa not afraid 
to speak hi mind in a forceful way. Thi made him a 
ma terful man. 

The foDowall had a large family of ag<>"re ive, hand
some, and thoroughly efficient children. The Dangart was 
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said to have" given th boys the gad occa ionally" but they 
probably needed it. 

We t Wil on 's hou e was in plain view of the McDowall 
farm. To protect hi horse and cattle from the winter 
wind the Squire had a shed covered with hay, which he 
called the b re. One morning aft r a big snow torm, th 
Dano-art aw no b re, only a huge snowbank. The Squire 
later told how he got on top with his ho el - but where 

hould he begin 1 He :fi 0 ured out where the door was likely 
to be but it took him all day shoveling to get it open. He 
took Teat ati faction in the fact that he gue sed just 
wher the door wa . 

Thi no torm wa followed by leet the next day. The 
quire got word of a laro-e herd of deer in Four Mile Grove. 
11 th abl -bodi d men of the communit set out to get a 

upply of meat. Thi · wa a great opportunity and they got 
out all their a ailable :firearms. The quire took th double
barreled rifle he had brought from onnecticut, giving his 
pi tol to hi n phews; the Dangart gave hi ingle-bar
reled hot gun to hi older boys and carried a pitchfork. 
The crowd joked him about going out to hunt d er with a 
pitchfork. They aw plenty of deer but the McDowall boys 
mi sed their aim. The quire, being a bio- man, f 11 through 
the now' cru t before getting within proper range, and 
did not get out until the deer were gone. Later that after
noon he found the Dano-art, hi pitchfork through a deer's 
neck holding it down but unable to di patch it. The quire 
killed the animal. It had been a good hunt even though 
their only deer wa captured by the Dangart with his pitch
fork. 

cDowall wa an elder in the Tranquillity Presbyterian 
Church for many years. Like mo t of the others, he in
isted '' The Psalms of David are good enough for saint or 
inner and we '11 ju t ing them.'' But underneath the 
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rough ma terful exterior wa · a kindly tolerance of human 
frailty. Once a church member wa brought before the es
sion on a charge of intoxication. He had fallen in the treet 
at Toledo. The man was quite penitent and said to the 
elder , "Well, it is true. I reall fell." IcDowall immedi
ately poke up, "Well, we a' fell." 

Nor was the Dano-art lacking in humor. He went to a ale 
oon after coming to the tate . A man from finne ota, 

the wilds then, made the remark that a moo e wa a big a 
a cow. ow, moose is a cotch word for mou e, o the 
Dangart inquired, '' If a moo e i a big a a coo, how big 
i a rat?" 

The Dangart brought up hi family in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. He e en frown d upon Sabbath 
courting. Once a young man coming on uch a mi ion -
there were a number of attractive daughter -was-fuet by 
the stern and masterful Dangart at the gate who said, 
"Gang awa' hame, boy, an' read yer Book (Bible)." 

They kept the abbath very trictly in tho e cotch 
home . John tevenson, though an ea y going, good
natured man, put all new paper away Saturday night; o 
that, a ide from the Bible , the children had nothing much 
to read but the commentaries. They were even reprimanded 
for whittling. 

Even in later year , Edward Dodd 17 frowned upon the 
boys swimming in Wolf reek on th abbath; but they 
alway got permi ion to alt the cattle on thi afternoon. 
The pasture took in the creek bottom and the cattle were 
alted near the be t swimming hole. 

Twice daily the e cotch father gathered their house
hold too-ether for family wor hip. They read the chapter 
ver e about, never omitting anything, not even a genealogy. 

17 Edward Dodd, a brother of Andrew Dodd, married Janet Wilson, eldest 
daughter of the quire. 
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Th t 11 u that th Dangart who r ad the book of the 
Bible traight throu h from b ginnin to end got into a 
Ion enealogy one morning when the wh at 1 a ready to 
cut. They were reading laboriou 1 , o-and- o begat o
and- o, nothing but b ·at . It all em d u el thi morn
ing, o the Dan°·art interrupted th reading, '' o-and- o 
begat o-and- o and o it continue to th foot of the pag·e 
and a wee bit over. Let u pray." Th y all knelt down 
and th boy , er oon out in the wheat£ Id. 

But the Dangart wa a incere and con ecrated man. 
ccording to an old lad who, year ago, work d in hi 

home one umm r aft r hi own dau ht r wer marri d, 
he alway ought in hi prayer at famil wor hip to bring 
out the fact that v r thino- in our live how d the handi
work of the Lord; h eldom ro e from hi knee without 
quoting the P almi t, '' Day unto day utter th peech and 
ni ·ht unto nio-ht how th knowl dg . '' 

Gilbert McDowall wa the onl on of the eld r peopl 
who u ed nuff regularl . The boy mimicked hi method 
of taking it and the e fun-Iovino· on and n phew told the 
following humorou tory. The Dangart ound to hi con
ternation one morning· before wor hip that hi nuffbox 

wa empty. He called hi family tog th r and ordered 
them to beo-in reading, ver e about, the One Hundred and 

in teenth P alm.18 Th n he tarted out for Toledo, :fifteen 
mile away, for hi nuff. Returning ju t a they were 
reading the la t v r e he took a pinch of nuff, put it in the 
hollow of hi wri t nuffed it up hi no e gave a re ounding 
n ez , and aid, ''Let u pray.'' 

A DREW McCO H 

ndrew fo o h, a brother of the :fir t fr . John Wilson, 
wa a philo opher, like hi cou in, Jame fc o h, pre ident 

1 The One Hundredth and ~ineteenth P salm ha 176 verse , but the time 
r equired t o read it aloud would hardly suffice f or a thirty mile drive. 
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of Princeton for twenty year . Thi great metaphy ician 
wa brought up in th ame yr hire ovenanter commu
nity a were the Tranquillity 1c o he . The pioneer 
farmer, ndrew 1c o h, living on hi farm along Wolf 

reek, had the ame mental qualitie and nobility of char
acter that charact rized hi di tingui h d relative; but he 
lacked the driving force that mad hi cou in pre ident of 
Princeton, and a n phew, ecretar of griculture. His 
philo ophy dealt with homely matter . 

One day Jame Wilbur ( ill) il on, on of "Tama 
Jim", wa planting potatoe with an wly-broken colt. It 
wa a hard job to keep the four-year-old in the furrow. 

ndrew fo o h came out from the '' wee hoo e'' and 
cro ed the plowed field on hi way to th farm of hi on, 
Jack. He quinted down the un v n row . Young Wil on 
much provoked o er hi tu le with the colt ai , 'I can't 
get thi plaguy hor to go traight. He want to go home 
all the time." " b, weel ", the old man :finally replied, 
"there'll be mair tattie grow in crooked row than in 
traight one . '' 

ndrew c o h provided for hi family' need ; a ide 
from thi he had no de ire for accumulating money, ac
quiring material benefit , or in tailing modern conveni
ence . He would have nothing to do with mattre e and 
pring v n in his later year when all the neighbors were 

buying them; the tick of traw, refilled e ery year after the 
thr hing, , ufficed for him. 

He cho e to take time to enjoy what he had. On most 
farm the fir t hou e built were oon made into back kitch
ens or granarie - not ndrew Mc o h' . He built only a 
small lean-to at the back of hi , but there wa more enjoy
ment of life in thi little hou e where the latch tring wa 
alway out than in the more pretentious homes about him. 
Indeed it wa in the "wee hoo e" that the most charming 
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and kindly ho pi ality of h communi wa di p n. d 
h r wer no rand parti . opl ju topp m a 

th w n by. Tn 1 ndr w and Aun Lizzi 10 alway 
had time to r c iY th m. 

o ch rid a f 
months we · horn from Tr n af rnoon. Tb 
d ha tw for :.iw n. L • 
t it · ff t a1 and o in an 

xclaim d Ir . 
n ·wantin y to brin y r braw wif 

ov r. ut in Y and whi k d h 
r n a up ' t a. fter 

d r ta · ho · nquir d 
Ti' y r ba 1 It wac 

al ifficul th wo <l o c n and 
to ma t r ,. ank art f br ad-bakino-. 
read id to ta. t but it' n 

a1 h y haY 
y maun 1 it ra· in th pan a 

b nd Aunt I izzi xp am pr t 1 n h. 
if w n n h r way ch r d by th fri ndl 

l a w 11 a th cup of t a. 
awa. fr m th h without a 

wa att nclin hi h ch ol in Tra r 
u t Tranquilli y on aturday morn-

. i mini t r who wa to pr ach at on 
erv1 e . a t m t fa h r and o h m for th 

, d. I wa arly. h mini t r w nt into the man , 
a ipp to Mr . ..J h. 

ook m ri int h kit h n. n a twinklin I ha 
a up of a. T Ta a pla e of ooki . 11 thi for a 
hi h chool irl. n had v r b for mad a cup of t a 

10 Elizabeth (Lizzi ) , lo married ndrew Mc o h. 
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ju t for me. It wa a chilly ovember day and I can feel 
even now the warmth and cheer of that little lean-to kitchen 
with the trips of clean rag carpet, th geraniums and fuch-
ias in the unny window , the purring cat, the teaming 

tea kettle, the roiling white-haired woman talking away o 
entertainingly a he watted a belated fly and :fi.ni hed 
couring her white-handled kni e with the powdered brick. 
Auntie Ic o h won the heart of all the boy . Henry 

Wil on 20 who once herded cattle not far a, a aid, '' There 
wa ure to be a generou uppl of fine cookie when a 
hungry boy came to her door." In later year , Will Wil-

on 21 who lived on the other ide aid, '' Th r wa alway a 
cookie or a cone in the jar for me." 

ndrew Mc o h and hi wife wer well uited to each 
other; though a they walked aero to hurch they eemed 
an ill-matched couple - thi tall, o-aunt, bio- Muldered, 
patriarchal man in hi abbath black , low movino-, deep 
thinking, philo ophic, and the dainty little lady by hi side 
in her gray hawl, alert and er atile like her brother, 
GeordiE' lo , with lot of grit, a read tongu , and able to 
hold her own in any compan . 

Ir . Mc o h wa alwa about where there was trouble, 
itting up with the ick in the wee ma' hour , clo ing the 

eye of the dead, tempting the bereft with bowl of broth or 
cup of tea. ncle ndrew wa like hi wif '' an ever pre -
ent help". When a family of five hildren were all ick 
with diphtheria in 1877 ncle ndr wa th only per on 
who went to their door offering help. th r were afraid of 
this courge that was wiping out whole familie . 

ndrew McCo h would have made a good doctor for he 
had an aptitude for medi ine and con iderable cienti:fic 

20 Henry L. Wilson wa one of West Wil on 's on . 

21 James Wilson married Esther Wilbur and Will Wilson (Jame Wilbur) 
was one cf their children. 
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knowledo- picked up throu h xp n n and r adin ne 
day th mini t r on wa brou ht to the man e aero the 
way with a great ragged wound in hi 1 g. Th boy had 
hired to a neighboring farm r and had fallen throu b a 
thatched roof onto a barb d wir f nc . Ther w r no 
anti eptic , not v n a neral knowl dg of them, but 

ndr w fo o h promptl wa h d out th cut, laid the boy 
on the tabl , h ated a pok r, cauterized the wound, and 
ewed it up. It heal d without infection. 
When the ame lad eemed too much intere t d in :Mr. 

f o h' pip and obacco, th old man wa ju t a prompt 
and e ere in hi tr atment. Fillin th pipe, he band d it 
to the boy to mok hi :fill. He was d athly ick and well 
cur d for year of any fondne for tobacco. 

fr. I o h wa th only t rinarian anY' h re n ar 
He doctored all th i k hor e and cattl in th community 
for ear , laboring to g t m di in down th throat of ick 
animal b m an of long n eked bo tl , poulticing and 
weating th m, leavin hi work, itting up nio-ht , walkino

or riding w ar mile in all kind of, ather; but hen ver 
took a cent of mon y for hi h Ip. ndrew Ic o h wa 
con id red an exp rt jud of tock, attle e p cially. 
Year befor he rai d p di 0 Te d cattle himself, h e1Ted 
a judge at county and di trict fair . 

He wa ood at :figuring out difficult math matical prob
lem and h o-av much tim to the imple account of 
the church, rving mo t of hi lif a trea ur r. He r ad a 
great d al, took tim to pond r over what h r ad, and 
dige ted ev nt of the da . Havino- a big outlook and 
broad ympathie he weighed all i ue , aw all id , and 
rendered an unbia d opinion. Thi fr dom from preju
dic made him th advi er judge, and p ac mak r of the 
community. He wa in trum ntal in ettling many a a 
out of ourt but h barged no f e . 
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He always knew how to give people the help or inspira
tion they needed. A young grandniece was growing tall but 
stoop shouldered. Uncle McCo h stopped her one day as 
she was coming down the church walk and said, '' Stand up I 
Haud up yer heid and never be ashamed o' yer height.'' 

A couple with several girls had adopted a little boy. The 
child was sick all the first winter and the mother devoted 
herself to this ill-nourished baby. One unday after ser
vice, while she was putting on the baby's wraps by the 
stove, Mr. McCosh came up and said with a kindly smile as 
he looked down at the baby, '' The wee man is doin' better 
I see. W eel, I'm sure o' one thing, ye '11 hae one bright tar 
in yer heavenly crown.'' 

MILLER AND SERMO TASTER 

"That was nae sermon", said Geordie Sloss ondabbath 
a he untied his yellow ponies after church. The pulpit had 
been filled by a candidate. "A man might better bide at 
hame an' read Talmage 's sermon than Ii ten ta ony one wi' 
sae little in his heid." "Ay", agreed Andrew McCosh, 
"yon man had nae thochts worth mentionin', I'll aloo." 

Tranquillity read widely and pondered deeply. When 
new men were candidating in this small church, the older 
ministers of the synod warned them to put their meatiest 
sermons in their grips, leaving all their flowery ones at 
home. Well they knew that these country men and women 
would give the new mini ter a hearino- that wa unhurried, 
honest, and critical from start to finish; that they would not 
only be sure to get all the good and bad points but to ense 
the lack of point as well. 

To please Tranquillity, a minister had to be orthodox; 
but most of the people wanted their mini ter to be broad 
minded - in fact he might be as broad minded as he chose, 
provided he was sound in his doctrine. The people were 
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e pecially critical of preten ion and uper:ficiality. Th y 
were all ermon ta ters and none of them low in pas ing 
judQ'ID.ent; but ome, like George lo , were e pecially 
keen and well ver ed in theology. He wa regarded a an 
expert in izing up the mini ter' ermon. 

George lo had bought the Klingaman mill from W. W. 
Leekin, an ambitiou and ari tocratic miller whom ncle 
Mac nicknamed '' Lord Leekin' '. I r member being there 
with father and eeing Mr. Sloss and hi genial on, An
drew, in their du ty white uit and vi ored caps. When 
Elder John Wil on, the Dangart, or ncle Mac appeared 
with a gri t, Geordie wa ready for them. 

Being a great reader, Geordie wa well po ted and could 
put up a good argument on hi ide of any que tion. At one 
time he wa full of the theol'ie of Dr. Thoma halmer , 
the proo-re ive Scotch preacher who held that the even 
day in creation were not days of twenty--rour hour but 
cycle . The tudy of geology wa ju t new and halmers 
maintained that the tory of th rock proved hi theory. 
:Mr. lo believed halmer wa right, but many of the 
other men held that it wa bla phemy toque tion th literal 
interpretation of the Bible. 

It i aid that the older Tranquillity men om time p nt 
half a day at a time arguino- about religiou que tion and 
that they were u ually trying to per uade George lo out 
of ome radical idea. Thi pro!rre ive man erved a a 
mental timulu to the more con ervative and sati fl d 
people of the church. 

lo wa e er of an open mind. One unday Dr. amuel 
Conybeare, the Tranquillity mini ter, preached on mi ion 
and aid we might all be where th h athen are if Paul had 
gone ea t in tead of we t. A neio-hbor woman later recalled 
that lo was walkino- that day and after the ervice got in 
their led to ride to the corn r. He aid, "I've n v r b -
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li ved in foreign mi ion but I wa converted today." 
ft r thi he alway ga generou ly to thi work. 

lo wa al o ready to inve tigate and tr out new ug
g tion out ide of religion. n day Dalton il on 22 wa 
planninO' to di()' a well and h went up to borrow eordie' 
auger with a long hank. "Whar will y dig the well?", 

ordi inquired. "I'm not very ur of the right place", 
r pli d Dalton. 

ordie' face light d with an in piration. " oung 
man", he aid,' did u n v r hear of taking a forked hazel 

ick an' huntin' for , at r - witching for wat r it' called. 
Let' try it." 

o Dalton ut th haz 1 ti k and eordi left hi hay
co 1 and w nt o er to the quire' . The walk d lowly 
round and round in th pa ture holdinO' th magic witching 
tick. "Don't ye ee it poin in doon " eordie- aid at 

length. lthough of an inv uti and imaginative turn, 
Dalton wa no adept in witch r and be repli d ' o, I 
an t e it pointing anywher at all.'' nd lo wa con-

vine d that the haz 1 ti k lack d pow r to witch wat r. 
There i no better illu tration f the breadth of eordie' 

ympathy and vi ion than the phra e h o oft n u ed in hi 
prayer, '' ur ly to 0 ·oodne , Lord, the road i broad 
nouo-h for u all." 

Geor e lo had a kind heart and a ready hand to help 
a neighbor. Wh n the quir :fir t wif di d (1 avino- a 
n , -born babe and eio-ht youno- hildr n), th r lative were 
thrown into con ternation for no offin wa to b had. To 
the e peopl brought up in an older civilization and u ed to 
the r fin m nt of life, thi "\: a an unthinkable predica-
m nt. lo wa a train d m hanic o h t to work with 
ome rouo-h walnut board oung Jam il on had awed 

at th Klingaman mill. There wa ab autiful coffin. 

22 Dalton Wil on wa a on of West Wilson. 
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ROBERT YOUNG GET A TART I THE EW LAND 

Th teven on family fir t located in ntario where th y 
were later joined by the eld t on of a cotch family, 
Robert oung,28 who had al o come out to reconnoiter for 
hi family. ot ati fied with anada, h r timbered coun
try, and long winters, he wrote home to yr hire: '' I be
lieve Tama count , Iowa, where Gilbert 1c fillan ha gone, 
i about the be t place that can be found, a there are o-ov
ernment land to be had, fine prairi , and a o-ood climate.'' 

So in the pring Robert oung, wi er in thi than the 
teven on , mov d on to Tama ounty, arriving ju t after 
tephen Klingaman' di appearance. People were till 

talking about the affair. lett r to hi parent in cotland, 
written from Buckingham and dated pt mber 19, 1 60, 
gave them the followino- jnf ormation : 

'' The cotch people in Tama. count ar mo tlµving in 
ha tily put up hou e , intendino- to build new one a soon 
a they can. They cannot gTow a much here a in cot
land · this year which i far above the av ra.ge, wheat will 
run from 15-30 bu hel an acre ; Indian corn, 40 bu hel . 

'' The land I want to buy i in a fine and heart ome place. 
I m ure ou will like it. Buckjn ham village i in full 
view. Thi ha only ten hou e but will ri e fa t when the 
railroad come . 

"I have been working for Geor e lo but I think I'll 
begin plowino- land with my ox n on har . We give the 
owner one-third of the crop. I '11 pl w a much a I can 
thi wa be ide all my own land. 11 wint r I '11 et wood 
out of the timber for f n ing; but I can do nothing at put
ting thi up until the fro t go out of the ground. Fencing 
i the wor t job we have in the we t on account of the tim
b r b ino- o carce and hard to plit. 

'In the pring I will hav nou h and more than I can 

2s An uncle of the writer. 
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do to g t the rop in th ground. I am wor t off for imple
m nt . The ar awful dear here. I wi h brother fatthew 
had been h r to mak m om harrow , but I will get them 
ome way. I would like you to b out o father and 

Matthew could h lp me fence before the wheat would be 
that far up that th cattle would eat it, which would be 
about th middle of Ia . 

'' George lo built a choolhou e and wa to r ive th 
money farch 1 t, but omeway he can't o- tit and th r fore 
I haven't wag from him. I want a hor e badly.'' 

In a letter dated far h 19, 1 61, Robert wrote: 
"I am o-lad to h ar that you have decided to come out to 

the prairi . You n ed not b afraid of the e ion mo e
ment. I have the paper ou ent. ou e m to take the 
affair fa.r wor on your ide of th tlanti . The we tern 
p ople treat th matter pretty cooly. The thing will blow 
over in a littl whil . The p ople here hat , lavery as badly 
a the do in Britain. It i evident that th can't get 
along in the ame union, the fire ater of the outh and the 
people of the orth. 

"We have bad terrible now but I wr u ht awa in th 
timber brok the road through the nowdrift and ot the 
loo- all hauled out on the prairie. We will be r ady to f nee 
when ou come. 

'' I have an old locr hou e tak n for you. It ma.y pre ent a 
di mal appearance but house are carce, one can live in 
any kind of hou her in the ummer. It i a+ the edg of 
the timber, within half a. mile of Buckin --ham. our neare t 
nei hbor will be Jam Wil on 24 and Flora, bi si ter, who 
i keeping bou e for him. They have a new bou e right 
be ide th log ca bin. 

24 James Wilson had 1 ft the Klingaman mill when the owner di appeared 
and had started a farm ju t ea t of Tranquillity Church. Peter's land lay 
ju t outh of this and it was omparatively easy for th two brothers to pool 
their farms when P t r went to war. 
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'' This place is going ahead dull time and all. There is a 
railroad within eighteen miles 25 with a pro pect of it com
ing right through here. You must bear in mind that there 
were only two white men in Tama ounty at the census of 
1850. Now there is a fairly large county town 26 with two 
newspapers. This is a :fine country but there is a good deal 
of hard work for the emigrants until they get things fixed; 
then they can live like kings. 

'' But I must speak of your passage. It is far easier and 
cheaper to tart at Glasgow than Liverpool and there are 
not so many roirues. Pack your things in a mall compass 
as po sible. Your common Delf 27 plates will do for the sea 
and some jugs to hold tea. You will need a wash basin and 
two pitchers to hold water for a drink at night, one for 
males and one for females. On the ship I came on we were 
as well supplied with good fre h water a we had__.b-€len at 
the Loch of Lig. Pack your blankets in a sack. Your bed 
tick will do :firstrate for hammocks; ju t leave a little chaff 
in them so they will fold up and they will be better than 
mattresses. You will likely get plenty of provisions on the 
boat but you will not like the tea. You will be as well to 
bring a little and some kind of teapot. ou can get scalding 
water from the cook if you speak him fair. Take some oat 
cakes too but it is hardly worth preparing a great deal for 
all the time you will be on the sea. 28 You will need more 
provisions coming through the country as it is awful dear 
stopping in hotels. 

'' I do not know how I will get down to Cedar Rapids for 

25 Both Tama and Waterloo had railroads as early as 1 61. There was also 
a railroad to Cedar Rapids and the Youngs came by that road. 

2s This apparently referred to Toledo which was founded as the county seat 
of Tama County in 1 53. 

21 An earlier spelling of Delft. 

2s The Young family came by steamboat, making a quicker trip than the 
family of John Stevenson who came in a sailing vessel. 
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260 IOWA JOUR AL OF HI TORY A D POLITICS 

When they reached the old log ca bin oppo ite the new 
hou e wh re James Wilson lived, Flora had rai ed an 
American flag on the porch and cooked a fine dinner for the 

eary travelers. 
As we have een, Robert, who never con idered whether 

or not he wa tired, had put in a big crop. He wa counting 
on his brother Matthew' help to get up the fences before 
the grain wa high enough for the cattle to eat. fatthew, 
just out of the cabinet maker' hop in Kilmarnock, began 
this rough pioneer work with a keen ze t, but a cold and 
then pneumonia developed, and five week after he arrived 
they buried him in Buckingham cemetery. He had left his 
weetheart in cotland and wa going back for her later. 

He had come to Iowa with high hope ; there wa opportu
nity and much work for men with hi training. Before 
fifteen month the Youngs had buried three of _their ten 
children on thi hill ide, pneumonia, drowning, typhoid -
deaths all more or le the re ult of pioneer condition . 
The new life was hard. 

1' any of the older men and women were home ick for the 
life in Scotland. One prominent man would it for hour 
with hi head in hi hands that fir t winter and ay, '' Oh, 
why did I come to thi country1" Hi i ter wa no better, 
even though she had her large family. ccording to ecre
tary Wilson, John Glenn likened the e fir t ettler to the 
I raelite and aid, "We are here but the Lord brought u 
throug·h fire and water.'' 

JANETTE TEVE ON 1 URRAY 
CEDAR RAPIDS low A 


