
TE TH VI TI RI\ R 1 

In the earl da mo t of th ippi Rfr r trib ta-
ri w re u ed by trapp r , trader frontier merchant and 
farmer , t ran port fur , am table and pork to 
market at t. Loui and ew rl an . ano , crud 
raft 1 ke lboat (pu hed up tr am with long pol ), and 
flatboat arried th caro-oe to down tr am mark t and 
return d wi h s ove , nail , alt groc ri unpowder, 
whi k , ancl th r manufa tured article . 

earl a 1 00 the orth e t Fur ompany had 
tabli h d a fur-trading po..,t at R dwood (pr nt ite of 
D foine ), two hundr d mil up r am from the mouth 
of the oin Ri er. From thi po, t J an Bapti te 

aribault made annual trip to the ~Ii ippi with large 
cano -load of fur and p lt from 1 -1 03. n the Iowa 
Riv r nterpri ing trad r pol d keel boat a far up as 

apol on ( outh of Iowa ity) at which point Indians 

1 Th historical data herein pre nted were collected by the writer while in 
th mploy of he nited tate Engin er Office at Rock Island a a part of 
information u d in connection with the work of that office. Permis ion was 
rec ived to utilize the original notes for preparation of this paper after they 
bad served their official purpo e for the office. The article wa written on 
tb writer's own time and is ba cd on a survey of historical material avail
able in the various publications of the tate Hi torical oci ty of Iowa, 
county historic , guid book , ome newspapers, 'f rritorial, tate, and Fed
eral memorials resolution , act , and survey , and 11 few interviews. o 
,ffort wa made to locate records of steamboat companies, log books, and 
the corre pondence of river men and of shippers and buyers. illiam J. 
Peter en' Iowa-The Rivers of Her Valleys has appeared since this 
study was mad . 

As con iderable information has already been pre ented on Des Moines 
and edar River traffic in Tacitus Hu ey 's Hi.story of Stcamboating cm the 
Des Moines Biver, from 1837 to 1862, in the Annals of Iowa (Third erie ), 

ol. I , pp. 323-3 2, and in Russell C. Grahame's Voyages of the Black 
Hawk in The Palimpsest, ol. I , pp. 157-169, navigation on these streams 
is only briefly discussed here. 
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gathered to ell furs and to buy nece ary upplie olonel 
George Davenport, an Indian trader, who built hi home 
near Fort rm tron 00 on Rock I land, ent canoes up the 
Iowa and edar river in earch of fur in the 1830' . Prior 
to 1859 keelboat had been pu h d to Keo auqua and Des 
Moine on the De oine River, and mall keelboats 
and mackinaw boat had reached Brighton on the kunk 
River, aquoketa on the Iaquoketa River, and Elkader on 
the Turkey River. 2 everal local entrepreneur built mall 
flatboat at We tport and I anhoe on the edar River and 
engaged in trading groceri and manufactured articles 
for wheat, pork, and corn.8 

2 H. H. Sibley's Memoir of Jean Baptiste Faribault in Minnesota His
torical Collections, ol. III, pp.16 179; John C. Hartman's History of Black 
Hawk County, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 376; Johnson Brigham's History of Des 
Moines and Polk County, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 5; Jacob Van der Zee's The Roads 
and Highways of Territorial Iowa in THE IOWA Jou&NAL OF IDSTO&Y AND 

POLITICS, Vol. III, pp. 195-197; History of Johnson County, Iowa (l 3), 
p. 5 6; Cedar Rapids Gazette ( ouvenir, 1 9); F. M. Irish 's History of 
Johnson County, Iowa, in the Annals of Iowa (First eries), Vol. VI, p. 
197; History of Linn County, Iowa (Western Historical Company, 1 78), 
p. 492. 

s L. A. Brewer and B. L. Wick's History of Linn County, Iowa, p. 425. 
As early as 1 39 Federal action was taken to secure the improvement of the 
Cedar River and to connect it by canal with the Missi ippi. ection 2 of an 
act of Congre s of March 3, 1 39, empowered the cretary of War "to 
cause a survey of R d Cedar river, within the said Territory, and an esti
mate to be made, with a view to the improvement of the navigation thereof 
above the town of Mo cow, and the connection of the said navigation with the 
river Mississippi by a canal, extending from th vicinity of said town to 
some suitable point in or near the town of Bloomington; and to defray the 
expense of said survey and estimate, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.'' Jacob Van der Zee, in his article The Roads 
and Highways of Territorial Iowa, pp. 196, 197, states that the appropriation 
for a canal survey was made in answer to a petition from the Bloomington 
and Cedar River Canal Company and that the enterprise was never com
pleted despite the agitation of Muscatine citizens for river improvements. 

Interest by the early Territorial and tate legislatures of Iowa in pro
tecting the navigable status of such Iowa streams aa the Iowa, Cedar, Des 
Moines, kunk, Maquoketa, Wapsipinicon, and others is indicated by the 
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Trader along the mall r treams of ten constructed 
flatboat and k lboat during the wint r month , and 
, aited for the pring high wat r to float their cargoes to 
mark t. Durin th trading period hen merchant ac
e pted grain and meat in paym nt for dry good , stoves, 
nail , hardwar , etc., pork wa bouo-ht from farmers at on 
dollar and a half to two dollar and a half per hundred 
pound and orn and wh at at from ten to :fifteen cent and 
from thirt -:fi e to :fift -:five cents per bu hel. The rough
h wn boat that carried th produce to market were often 

old for lumb r or for the i i ippi iver trad .4 

Loo- rafting al o pla ed a mall part in this early 
traffic. Ion the edar Ri er in Benton and lack Hawk 
counti r d c dar tree w re ut for lumb r and the logs 
were form d into raft at a point above the pre nt ite of 

edar Rapid and rafted to t. Loui . This lumber utting 
wa often ngao-ed in by un crupulou adv ntur r who in
vaded the edar Riv r area b for it wa p rmanentl 
ettl d.5 

t Brio-hton on the kunk 1 er, ettlers had 1 10n 
of the QTOwth of a great hipping center when during 1 43-
1 44 cattle were laughter d and the m at hipp d along 
with cargo of potatoe , wheat, pork, and flour, on k el
boat that had b en ha tily con truct d along the tream. 
Dam ob truction and unfortunat lo of cargoe result-

numerou early laws and resolutions declaring the streams navigable and 
providing for chutes in dams for the passage of logs and boats and for 
proper draw in bridges. The rever al of this polky of treating streams as 
navigable may be se n in later laws wh n bridges are authorized without 
draw , and streams are declared to be non-navigable. This rever al of tate 
policy occurs after the development of and the extension of railroads. 

4 H. W. Lathrop s Early teamboating on the Iowa River in the Iowa 
Hi torical Record, Vol. XIII, p. 46. 

s History of Black Hawk County, Iowa (W stern Historical Company, 
1 7 ), p. 30 ; J. . Ilartman' History of Black Hawk County, Iowa, Vol. I, 
pp. 376, 377. 
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ing from treacherou navigation conditions practically 
ended uch traffic before 1 50.6 

In northea t Iowa, the firm of Thomp on, age, and 
Davi con tructed a mill at Elkader on the Turkey River 
in 1849. When the millowners were unable to ship their 
cargo of flour becau e of the absence of road , they pur
cha ed a keelboat, pu hed it up tream to the mill, and then 
floated their flour to a ville and Dubuque. After the 
completion of a road to la ton ity, the flour was taken 
aero country by wagon and hipping by river wa aban
doned. 7 

The rapid influx of ettler into Iowa during the late 
thirtie and early fortie re ulted in the opening of new 
market for manufactured article . Enterpri ing steam
boat captain and owner lo t little time in attempting to 
reach the new ettlement . The ab ence of road and the 
difficulti connected with overland tra el offered unusual 
opportunitie for profit in the teamboat trade. 

Probably the arlie t aro-o hipped by team on the Des 
{oine Ri, er wa on the teamboat . B. cience in the 

fall of 1 37. Th cargo con i ted of flour, meal, pork, 
grocerie , and whi ky, all of which were in demand by new 
settler who needed upplie to carr them over to their 
:fir t crop year. The Revenite Cutter and the Des Moines 
Belle entered the De 1oine traffic in pril and May, 
1844. Five year later the Revenue Cutter wa reported to 
be the only boat in operation on the De Moine when it 
made four trip to the upper river. On return trip to t. 
Louis the Revenue Cutter carried a much a ixty ton of 
freight. 8 

s C. C. Heacock 's Local Reminiscences of the Early History of Brighton, 
Iowa, pp. 30, 33. 

7 ee R. E. Price's History of Clayton County, Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 446, 447. 

s Huss y 's History of Steamboating on the Des Moines River, from 1837 
to 1862, in the .d.nnals of Iowa (First Series), Vol. IV, pp. 328, 333, 339., 
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The decade preceding the ivil War aw the '' boom per
iod" of steamboat navigation on the Des Moines River. 
Forty teamboats entered the De Moines River trade in 
the :fiftie a the e tablishment of permanent homes resulted 
in increa ed demand for uch luxuries as curtains, dried 
fruit , tation ry, and for taple uch a hoes, hardware, 
stove , h t iron, oda, ale, gla ware, oap, mola ses, 
nails, coffee, flour, sugar, and dry good . orn, pork, and 
wheat often purcha d for south rn sla es continued to be 
typical down tr am cargoes. 

The high water year of 1858 wa one of unusual activity 
on the De :Moin River. On the third of June three team
boat - the .Alice, the Clara Hine, and the Skipper were 
reported tied up at the Des Moines wharve . By Sep
tember 16, 1 58, Des foine had recorded the arrival of 
sixty teamboat . Durino- fay steamboat arrivals were 
so frequent that they "excited little remark". In May 
1858, aptain F. E. Beer tartled ettler along the pper 
De Moines by piloting a sidewheel r steamboat, the 
Rolling Wave from Fort Dodge to D :Moine .9 

The river eason of 1859 wa a bu y one. The Clara 
Hine, the Colonel JJ1 organ, the Flora T emple, the Des 
Moines City, the Defiance, and the Charles Rodgers were 
all in the De 1:oines River trad . The Charles Rodgers 
and the Des JJ1oines B elle made trips to Fort Dodge in May 
and June of 1 59 with cargoe of lumber, tobacco, salt, and 
flour. The arrival of the Charle Rodgers, a small boat of 
fifty tons, at Fort Dodge stirred hopes in the hearts of the 
more optimi tic of Fort Dodo-e citizen that million were 
to be mad on the ri er trade. Waterway enthu ia ts de-

For a discussion of the improvement of the Des Moines River for naviga
tion see Jacob A. Swisher's The Des Moines River Improvement Project in 
THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XXXV, pp. 142-180. 

o Muscatine Daily Journal, eptember 16, 1 5 ; Fort Dodge Sentinel, May 
15, 1858; The Iowa Weekly Citizen (Des Moines), May 26, 1 5 . 



408 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

mantled the immediate repeal of a law that declared the De 
Moine River navigable only to Des 1oines and urged 
that action be taken to secure an appropriation for cleaning 
the river of ob truction from De 1oine to Fort Dodge. 
The season of 1860 was so dry, however, that steamboat 
did not dare to venture to Fort Dodge even for a bonu , and 
citizens there abandoned the hope that the De Moines 
River might be made navigable to Fort Dodge. 

By 1 61 mo t of the upper river teamboat had de erted 
the Des Moines River to tran port soldier and upplies on 
the Mi i sippi. The Des Moines Belle, the Add Hvne, and 
the Des 1.11 oines City, all of which ran from the railway ter
minal at Ottumwa to up tream point , were the only re
mainin00 boat . The approach of railroad , the improve
ment of roads, and the demand for steamboats in southern 
water made the bu ine ri ky and unprofitable and 
brought uch traffic to a clo e before the end of 1 62.10 

The arrival of the teamboat Ripple at Iowa ity on 
June 20, 1841, opened uch traffic on the Iowa River. On 
April 12, 1842, the steamer Rock River arrived at Iowa 
City and proceeded fifteen miles up tream with '100 
merry-maker " aboard. The e early attempt at team 

10 A. G. Leonard's crapbook (newspaper clippings) in the State Depart· 
ment of History and Archives, Des Moines, Iowa; H. M. Pratt 's History of 
Fort Dodge and Webster County, Vol. I, p. 229; G. D. R. Boyd 's ketches of 
History and I ncidents Connected with the Settlement of Wapello County, 
from 1843 to 1859, Inclusive, in the Annals of Iowa (First eries), Vol. 
VI, p. 130; Fort Dodge Sentinel, May 7, 1 59. For accounts of steamboat 
navigation to Fort Dodge, notice of organization of a teamboat company 
for purchase of a steamboat to run to Fort Dodge, and article advocating 
the improvement of the river between Des Moines and Fort Dodge, see 
Fort Dodge Sentinel, May 29, June 24, July 17, Augu t 21, 2 , 1 5 , April 
7, 23, 1 59; C. F. Davis' The Voyage of the First Steamboat from Keokuk 
to Fort Dodge in the Annals of Iowa (Third Serie ) , Vol. VII, pp. 141, 142; 
J . M. Db:on 's Centennial Hi tory of Polk County, Iowa, pp. 11, 326; Iowa 
State Register (Des foines), April 14, 18 2; and Hus ey's History of 
Steamboating on the Des Moines River, from 1887 to 1862, in the Annals of 
Iowa (First eries), Vol. IV, p. 365. 
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navi ation were oon follow d b the Agatha m 1 44, a 
eamboat 119 feet lon , 19 fe wide, 3-foot draught; the 

Maid of Iowa, lr f et lon 1 .4 feet wide; and the Emma 
all of which carried uppli to Iowa ity merchant and 
took out wheat and pork.11 

n the lo er Iowa River during the fexican ar, Joe 
Luck tt of Todd Town organized a company for the oper
ation of a barg line b tween t. Loui and apello. The 
boat w re nam d in honor of 11exican ar heroe . The 

en ral cott, th eneral Taylor, and th General Wad -
worth w r loaded with pork and grain and taken to t. 
Loui where th w re r load d with ·ood for Wapello 
m rchan and towed back to th mouth of the Iowa River 
by team boa . The barge wer then pol d'' up the Iowa 
Ri r. Thi bar ·e lin wa m ucce ful operation for 

v ral y ar . 
Wh n th ta e of water p rmitted, other teamboat 

continued to arriv at Iowa ity from 1 48-1 51. Th 
Pia a, the Herald, the JJI agnet, and the t. Croix dock d at 
Iowa ity during thi thr e-year p riod. Th Dani l 
IIillnian, th Archer, and the -ncle Toby hipped freight 
from t. Loui and apello to Iowa ity during th 1 51 
hio-h wat r. rom 1 51 throu h 1 53, t amboats arriv d 
fr qu ntly at th foot of 'Gawky tr t" in Wapello.12 

In 1 5 the f rr b at iu catine carried fence rail and 
lumb r for buildino- to ap llo. Thre ear later, the 

11 I owa City ta1idard, Jun 24 1 41; Lathrop' leamboatiiig on the 
Iowa Rii•er in the Iowa lltstorical R ecord, Vol. XIII, pp. 44, 45; Louis 
Pelzer's Iowa City: A Miniature Frontier of the Forties in THE IOWA 

JOURNAL OF IlISTOR.Y AND POLlTI , Vol. XXIX, p. 1 ; Iowa Capitol Re
porter (Iowa City), ~larch 9, 1 44. 

12 Arthur pringer 's Hi tory of Louisa County, Vol. I, pp. 210-214; Iowa 
Democratic Enquirer ()Iuscatine), July 12, 1 51; Daniel . Curtiss 's 
W e.~tern Portraiture and Emigrant's Guide, A Description of Wisconsin, 
fll inois and Iowa ( - w York, 1 52), p. 1 7; Bruce E. Mahan 's Bridging 
the C dar in The Paltmpse t, Yol. I , pp. 30 , 309. 
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steamers Orion, BlackM!Wk, and Eureka docked occasion
ally at Wapello. The General Halleck, the Forest Queen, 
and the Catawa were listed a Wapello arrivals during 
1862. By the close of the Civil War the only remaining 
Iowa River steamboats in operation were the Turtle, en
gao-ed in the lumber trade, the Iowa City, the Swallow, the 
Lily, the Gussy Girdon, the Try Us, and the Enterprise. 
The Enterprise, a pleasure craft, operated on the upper 
Iowa until September 13, 1882, when it was destroyed by 
:fire.1a 

From 1844 to 1853 a few attempt to navigate the edar 
River were made by team.boat captains eager to ship sur
plus produce and to ell manufactured article to farmers 
situated along the bank . In 1844 the Ji,J atid of Iowa as
cended the edar as far as W a hington Ferry. Five years 
later the teamboat Hawkeye wa reported to have arrived 
in Cedar Rapid . The Uncle Toby, a 109-ton boat, made its 
way through the over-hanging willows and bru h to Cedar 
Rapids in 1853.14 

cheduled steamboat trip , however, were not made on 
the Cedar until 1 58 when the Cedar Rapids, a ingle-deck 
sternwheeler 155 feet long by 26 feet wide and equipped 
with four engines, made twelve trip from edar Rapid to 
St. Louis. The Cedar Rapids towed lumber, carried pas
senger , and pulled bar 0 ·es loaded with oats, wheat, corn, 
and flour from edar Rapid and other edar River 
settlements to St. Louis.15 

1s Springer's History of Loui~a County, Vol. I, pp. 210-214; Muscatine 
Daily Journal, July 20, 1 5 ; Iowa City Daily R epublican, July 14, 1 81; 
History of Johnson County, Iowa (1 3), p. 673. 

14 Iowa Capitol Reporter (Iowa City), October 22, 1 42; Bloomington 
H erald, August 2, 1 44; Louisa County Times, April 29, 1 51; L. A. 
Brewer and B. L. Wick's, History of Linn County, Iowa, pp. 426-430. 

1 5 The Weekly State R eporter (Iowa City ) , eptember 29, 1 5 ; Brewer 
and Wick's History of Linn County, pp. 426-428; Muscatine Daily Journal, 
July 23, 1 58; Vinton Eagle, May , 1 58. 
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The Export, lat r rechristened the Black H(JIU)k, ran 
reeularly between edar Rapid and Waterloo carrying 
fr i 0 ·ht and pa eng rs in the fall of 1858 and the summer 
of 1 59. ettler came from great di tance to La Porte, 

inton, and other edar River towns to get hardware, alt, 
drug , white 1 ad, flour, and other article . Down trcam 
caro-o of the Black H (JIU)k u ually con i ted of two or 
thre thou and bush 1 of grain and other produce uch as 
ego- , veo-etabl , butter, and fur . During the season of 
1 59 the Black Hawk traveled 6000 or 7000 mile , making 
twenty-four round trip between edar Rapid and Water
loo and n ttino- 2000 pro:fit.16 

The only remaining boat in active service between 
Cedar Rapid and inton in 1 63 were th urpnse, a 
mall freio-ht teamer, and the ettie ~1unn, a stern-

wh eler 70 f t Ion()" and 12 feet wid . The Carrie Wallace, 
a mall ternwheeler t amboat, built about 1870, was 
u ed for unday chool excur ions, picnic , and in th , ool 
and lime trade. The ettie Munn blew up at Kel ey's 
Landino- in 1 67 and the arrie Wallace wa wr k d by a 
boil r xplo ion at Brock Landing in 1 76. th r boats 
that operat don the edar River w r the Kitty Clyde, the 
Ro , the Climax, a idewheeler, the Gen ral W e{lll)er, and 
th Lady Franklin.11 

f w att mpt to na iO"ate ome of the maller Iowa 
tream by teamboat were enough to convince even the 

1a Grahame's Voyages of the Black Hawk in The Palimpsest, Vol. IX, pp. 
157-16 ; Charles A. Laurance 's Pioneer Days in Cedar Rapids, 1860-1880, 
pp. 116, 117; Brewer and Wick's History of Linn County, p. 430. 

11 Price s History of Clayton C011,nty, ol. 1, p. 96; Heacock 's Local 
R eminiscenc s of the Early History of Brighton, Iowa, p. 2 ; Albert M. 
Lea's otes 01i Wisconsin T erritory with a Map, pp. 27, 32, 33; Frank 
Barnes 's Early teamboating on the Maquok ta River in J . W. Ellis 's His
tory of Jackson County, Vol. I, p. 586; Muscatine Daily Journal, May 17, 
1 62; A. T. Andreas's Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa (1875), p. 361; 
Charles Edward Ru sell 's A-Rafting on the Mississippi, pp. 22, 23. 
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mo t optimi tic that uch traffic wa impracticable. In 
June of 1 54 a mall team.boat wa run down the Turkey 
to the dam at Ha ting and back to Elkader. and bar and 
th low tage of wat r o interfered with the boat' pro
gre that the craft wa remo ed to layton and u ed a a 
f rr boat. long the kunk, local farm r claimed that 
t amboat occa ionally a cended that tream to the vicin

it of It. 1 ant during hio-h water but that no r gular 
chedule wa ev r follo, ed. n attempt to bring the Ma-

quoketa City from Pitt burgh up the 1aquoketa River to 
Maquok ta failed in 1 60. Th boat wa taken to within 
walkin di tance of faquok ta but at that point it wa nec-

ar to tak it back to the i i ippi. In 1 62 a team
boat called the Enterpri e ran up the Maquok ta River on a 
tri-weekl ba i . The Echo, the 1aquoketa B elle and a 
number of mall bar e that operated on the faquoketa 
River during the ivil ar em to hav b n the onl er
iou attempt to na i ate thi hallow tream.1 

It may be conclud d that att mpt were made to navio-ate 
nearl all of the 1i i ippi tributarie of ea tern Iowa 
by team prior to the ta bli hment of adequate road . 
However mo t of the ucce ful attempt at teaci navio-a
tion (with po ibly the exception of the De Ioine , Iowa, 
and edar river ) were onfined to uch hio-h water year 
a 1 44, 1 51, and 1 5 , when veral major flood occurred 
on mo t of the middlewe tern tr am . Bar and dam ob-
truction , low water, the arri al of railroad , and the im

provement of road nd d dream of canal and of team 
navio-ation for many Iowa citie and town before the 
end of the ivil ar. 

Gu TAVE. LAR o 
w ASHINOTON, D. C. 


