
E OF THE G IZ OCIA.TIO 
IN IOW WITH PE lAL REFERE CE T 

THE F IRFIELD HAPTER 

ixty years ago the young people of Iowa were taught 
very little about the animal and plant , rock and fo sil , 
of the is i sippi Vall . nl uch er ature a were of 
economic alue were gi en any tudy. The children in the 
public chools and ollege learned readin~ and writing, 
mathematic and hi tor , Greek and Latin, but very little 
of biology or geology, chemistry or phy ic . 

In one good mall college, for ampl , there wa a full 
profe or of Greek, ru other for Latin, and one for mathe
matic ; but only one teacher for all the "natural cience " 
and he had no 1abora1:orie and er little equipment. 
coll ge fre hman in early day knew that all Gaul wa 'di-
ided into three part '' but few college enior knew that 

every lily ha ix petal and every b etle ha four wing . 
uch condition prevailed in Iowa in l 0, when, in 

vember of that year there appeared in the magazine 
icholas an invitation from Profe or Harlan H. Ballard 

of the Lenox cademy Lenox, fa a hu tt , for the youn~ 
people of the nited tate to join hi newly organized 
" ga iz ociation" for the tud of nature. 

In witzerland there wa alread a nature tndy club 
named for Loui ga iz. Prof e or Ballard had imitated 
thi by founding a imilar clnb in the Lenox cademy. Thi 
proved o succe ful and created uch intere t that he ug
ge ted, through the t. icholas the organization of imilar 
clnbs throughout the world. The obj ct wa to teach chil
dren to u e their eye and to learn that the fi Id and wood 
were full of beaut and intere t. The t. icholas wa to be 2 6 
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the official organ of the gas iz ociation and wa to 
carry bi-monthly report from the local societie , or" hap-
ters' of the ociation. 

The tim wa ripe for Professor Ballard's suggestion. 
The r pon e from the r ader of the t. Nicholas was im
mediate. ithin four months twenty-eight hapters of the 

t. ichola ga iz sociation were organized in the 
nited tate . Two of these were in Io a. The Chapters 

were numbered in th ord r of their organization. ome 
wer formed in chool . om were limited to the members 
of one family. Individuals could join the main hapter in 
Ia a hu ett . Th fir t hapter in Iowa, o. 15, wa 

found d by ill . Lighton in ttumwa; th econd Io a 
hapter, o. 20, wa located in air.field. 
Th a iz , o iation oon had to have a badge, and 

for thi , appropriately ( ince ga iz wa born in witzer
land) the wi ro s wa cho n. It could be purcha d 
mad eith r of gold or silver and wa worn by the more 
affluent member of the ociation. 

rofe or Ballard publi h d a Hand Boole whi h could 
b purcha ed for fifty cent . t this time few books were 
availabl for the pe ific id nti:fi ation of bird a d in ects 
and uch id nti:fication was a difficult task for member of 
the ga iz club . Prof e or Ballard persuaded a number 
of gentlemen in arious colleges to offer their service to 
the ociation. considerable orrespond nee between 
th e experts and the members of the ga iz sociation 
resulted the only o t to the ga iz m mber being the 
return po tage for th ir letter . It i probable that the 
growino- demand by the gassiz s ociation for illu trated 
books had much to do with the publication of the fine man
uals that are today available for nature study. 

During the six year following the invitation which Mr. 
Ballard published in yt. icholas, th gas iz s ociation 
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grew rapidly. More than one thousand chapters were said 
to have been organized in the United States and in April, 
1886, the Association reported 10,031 members. Chapters 
had been organized in Ireland, cotland, France, anada, 
and some outh American countries. 

Lists of the hapter in Iowa are fragm ntary, but it 
appears that by 1 86 on or more hapter had been estab
li hed at Ottumwa, Fairfield, est Libert , edar Rapid , 
Grand Junction, Marshalltown, Davenport (2) idney, Du
buque (2), Decorah, linton (2), Iowa ity, kaloo a (2), 
Palo, hell burg, 0 ceola, inter et, r ene Mt. Plea ant: 
Council Bluff , edar Fall , 1:eridan, Grinnell, Manche ter, 
De foin , Burlington, igourney and Bri tow. There 
may ha e been oth 1 rs up to thi time and a few may ha e 
been organized late . 

There wa from the beginnin · ome criti i m of the a -
ociation of a learned ociety with a magazin , e pecially 

one of the juvenile ype, but t. ichola continu d a the 
ponsor for some six ear . Th la t report of Pre id nt 

Ballard appeared in the i sue of January, 1 7. He oon 
beo-an the publication of a ne ma0 ·azine The wiss Cross, 
d voted entirely to the activitie of the ga iz s ociation. 
The eparation of the ga iz ociation from St. icho
las appear to have marked th nd of the juvenile period. 

THE FAIRFIELD .A.GA IZ CLUB 

Because the writer was a charter member of the Fairfield 
Chapter of the gassiz s ociation and had fir t hand 
knowledge of its activitie and becau e this club wa prob
abl typical of the e ga siz societie in Iowa, its hi tory 
may illu trate the influence of this movement on the educa
tional sy tem of the tate. Though short lived, the Agassiz 
As ociation was probably of con iderable importance to 
our educational progTe s. 
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irginia lagl of Fairfield, later r . Jame G. Berry-
hill of De oine , wa re pon ible for the organization of 
Chapter 20 of the g iz ociation in air:.6 Id, Iowa. 

fter reading Prof e or Ballard' invitation in th t. 
icholas, he per uaded her ounger brother, Walter 
la l , to call hi oung friend togeth r and tart a natur 
tudy club. 

On aturday evening, No emb r , 1 0, the invitation 
of Walter 1 o-1 , a group of oung p opl m t at the r i
dence of Dr. harle larke, 402 outh fain tre t, 
Fairfield Iowa, and organized hapter 20 of th a 1z 

sociation. The e young people - alter lagl , arri 
Lam on, Florence Lam on, ate B ck, ellie Hughe , ·t
tie Voorhee , Fred pi Iman, David BPck, John pi Iman 
and Fred larke - averaged :fifte n ears of ao- . hou ·h 
but ten attended thi fir t me ting, otb r were ery oon 
elected to member hip. The arl d e record are lo t, 
but ome of the following b came acti e members of the club 
o early that the em entitled to the honor of charter 

member hip . a iu ottle wa alway mo t active in 
the club work. Fred rtle Kirby, ue Blair, Jim 
Wil on tella amp on, arri pielman, John T mpleton, 
Anna White, elli I real, Beulah t, Edna We t, nna 

ymon , all of Fairfield, and ora co:field of Wa hington, 
Iowa, w re at tim active in the club' tudie . 

To appreciate the problem facing the e young p ople a 
they met on that aturday evening in ovember, 1 0, to 
begin the tudy of nature, one mu t visualize the back
ground of the picture. ha be n aid, th chools did not 
then teach the natural cience . There were no boy and 
o-irl cout troop for drill and tudy. There were no mo ie 
to attend, no automobile in which to ride. The lei ure of 
childhood wa hard to fill in a profitable wa . Here, through 
the St. Nicholas, a t acher in far-off fa achusett invited 
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the children of America to op n their eye and look at th 
animal and plant , the rock and tone , about them. It 
wa a new and appealing thought. Here was a chance t 
fill the between chool hour and the evening with inter t. 
The e fift n-year-olds kn w there were bird in the air, 
flow r and toad tool in the wood , butterfl.i and moths 
in the air, but that there ere hundr ds of kind of the 
living thino- , that fli and b tl had th am number of 
leg , that bat , though they flew w r not bird , th e 
thou and of ob iou fact were unknown to them. There 
b gan on that e ening an inquir that ha ontinued 
throughout the live of all- a ear h for the truth of 
nature. 

Like charter meml er of v r lub th had to begin 
by adopting a con tit 1tion and by-law and lectinO' officer . 
The con titution, at fir t imple, wa lat r laborated. The 
final completed do ument read a follo, 

Constitution and By Law of the Fairfield hapter o. 20 of the 
ga iz A ociation. 

Article I ame and Object. 
ection 1. This ociety shall be known as Fairfield hapter of 

the Agassiz A ociation. 

ection 2. Object. The object of thi ociety hall be to tudy 
ature and the ene;ouragement of Scientific Education. 

Article II. Membership. 
ection 1. Active Member . Any per on intere ted in atural 
cience and evincing an aptitude for this study may be elected to 

active member hip by ballot after one week notice in writing. 
Three black balls reject a candidat . 
Section 2. The number of active member re iding in Fairfield 
hall be limited to twenty-five. 

ection 3. Five member hall constitute a quorum for the tran -
action of bu ine . 

rticle III. Officers. 
ection 1. The officers of the hapter hall be a Pre ident, ice

Pre ident, Curator, Recordin"' ecretary, orre ponding ecretary 
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and Trea urer, who hall be elected at the first regular meetings of 
June and December. 

ection 2. The President in addition to the ordinary dutie of hi 
office, hall have char e of the scientific program of each meeting. 

ction 3. The ice Pre ident shall mne the dutie of the hair 
in the ab ence of the Pre ident and make the official repor to the 
Pre ident of the ga iz ociation. 

ection 4. The Curator hall have charge of and be re pon ible 
for, all specimens and furniture, books and pa1 e of the hapter. 

ection 5. The Recording ecretary hall keep a full record of all 
the proceedings of the Chapter. 
Section 6. The orre ponding ecretary hall end programs and 
notice and reports to each ection at lea t one each month and 
carry on all other corre pondence of the hapt r. 

ection 7. The Trea urer shall care for all funds of the hapter 
and pay out monies only on written order from the Pr iden and 
Recording ecretary. 

ection . Each officer at the clo e of hi, t rm hall make a full 
written report of his work. 

rticle I . ections. 
ection 1. .Any two or more m mber may organize a ection of 

the hapter which ection hall be name<l from the town hip in 
which it is organized or from the ubject of it tudy. 

ection 2. Each section may elect office and adopt By Laws for 
its own government, providing the e in no way confli t with the 

onstitution and By Law of the hapter. 
ection 3. Each Section hall make a monthly written r port to 

the Corre ponding ecretary of the hapter and end repre nta
tive , when po ible, to the extraordinary meetin . 

.Article . M tings. 
ection 1. Ordinary 1:eeting of the hapter shall be held every 

l\fonday evening at 7 :30 o'clock, except on the day of the extraor
dinary meetings. 

ection 2. Extraordinary Meeting , at which Town hip ections 
are expected to be pre ent, hall be held on the day and at the time 
and place of the fir t ordinary meeting of January, pril July and 
October. 

ection 3. pecial Meetings shall be held on May 2 th. and o-
vember 6th. each year to commemorate .Agas iz' Birthday and the 
organization of thi hapter. 
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Article VI. Amendments. 
The Constitution may be amended after one we ks notice in 
writing, by a three fourth majority vote by ballot. 

By Law 

o. 1. For Fairfield member the initiation fee hall be one dollar. 
The monthly due hall be ten cent . 

o. 2. Order of Bu in 
1. Call to ord r. 
2. Lecture or E y. 
3. Di cussion. 
4. R port of Work and orre pondence. 
5. Rece fiv minut . 
6. Laboratory ork. 
7. Reading of Iinute . 

fiscellaneou Bu ine 
9. Adjomnm nt. 

o. 3. eglect of Work. 

Any member who i ab nt without excuse or who, in the opinion 
of the Pre id nt and urator and Recording ecretary neglec the 

cientific work of the hapter for three ucce ive weeks, hall, by 
the order of the e officer , be dropped from th rolls. reinstat -
ment hall require the payment of all due and a ballot with the 
same requirement a the election of a new member. 

o. 4. Rob rt's Rule of rder hall be authority. 
o. 5. The Pre ident hall impo e fines on member or ommittee 

subject to appeal to the hapter. 

No. 6. o m mber hall use the micro cope or other apparatus of 
the ociety except by permis ion or under th direction of the 
Pre ident or Curator. All uch apparatu mu t be left in i proper 
place and in good condition. 

o. 7. Called m eting may be held for a tated purpo e if two
thirds of the member are notified. 

o. . Amendments to the By Law may be made at a regular 
meeting by a two-thirds majority vote. 

The plan fo.1. th organization of ' e tion of the club, 
in the county out ide of Fairfield n ver materializ d. There 
were at tim " ection " in the Fairfield hapter which 
attempted pecialized tudie but ven the e made little 
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progr e s. All th member were inter ted in very ubject. 
The novelty of thi nature tud , the wond r found in 
e ery group of plants and animals, th lack of adequat 
liter ature in pe ial :fi Id , the lack of guidance in cienti:fic 
work, all led the e oung di ciple of g iz to trive for 
a general, up r:ficial yjew of animal life, rather than an 
inten ive tudy of any mall portion of it. 

The ga iz ociation for a time m t v ry Ionda 
e ening at the home of it members. Then a fortunate 
event occurred. Dr. harle larke had for some time 
owned a mall brick hou e on a :five-a r tract of land ju t 
on the outhern edge of Fairfield. lway aliv to human 
intere t and eternal value , the do tor di mi ed his rent
er and o-ave the u e of thi property t , the ga iz hap
ter. Perhap no other one thing cont ibuted o much to 
the ucce of thi ociet and the development of it mem
ber a did thi " ga iz Hou e ". It became an in titution 
of note in the county and from it radiated ducational in
fluence which, Dr. larke f It, paid him far greater divi
dend than the mall rental he acri:fic d. 

The familie of the gas iz ociation member gav 
wall paper, carpet , chair , table , kero ene lamp , and 
wood tove , with which to furni h thi club house. The 
member of the hapter cleaned the rooms, papered the 
wall , put down the carpets over oft traw cu hions, built 
cabinet for the di play of " pecimens ", and thus estab
li hed gas iz House. 

a iu ottle con tructed the most unique and valuabl 
pi ce of the furniture. It was a laro-e round table with a 
revolving top. Twelve or more people could sit about thi 
table and the one micro cope owned by the club could trav l 
from one to another by turning the table top, until all had 

en the blood circulation in the web of a frog' foot, or the 
regularly hingl d cale on the butterfl ' wing, or th 
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micro copic eyelet of the fly's eye, or the hundred of other 
wonder which before had been unknown to these student . 
Of all the acqui ition of thi ga iz club in it early days, 
two tand out in the writer' memory a most notable. One 
wa a er fine in ect cabinet of walnut which co t seventy
fl e dollar . Each of th man drawer wa co ered with 
a gfa ed frame :fitted on rubber. How thi large amount 
of purcha e mone wa a quired is not recorded. The ec
ond out tandino- exhibit in the gas iz Hou wa th com
plete keleton of a large orman hor e wired togeth r and 
mounted on a rolling platform. The whit n d bone of this 
hor e w r found undi turb d in a di tant pa ture and 

a iu ottle led the work of fitting the k leton together. 
For a time it eemed mor than compl t , but :finall a 
place wa found for · 11 of the bone . 

Each ga iz ;ociation memb r had an insect net 
made of mosquito- ar on a hoop fa t ned to the nd of 
a broom tick. Each on had a jell gla with pot ium 
cyanide buri d in pla t r of ari in the bottom and a tight 
fitting lid. Impri oned in thi gla the butterflie were 
quickly poi oned. ome member , howev r, pr f rred put
ting a few drop of chloroform on the in ct' abdomen to 
kill it and the e carried a chloroform bottle in plac of the 
cyanide gla in their :field quipment. 11 were proud of 
the knowled e (which ignorant outsider lack d) that an 
in ect 's mouth had nothing to do with it breathing and that 
no amount of hloroform on its h ad ould put it to sleep. 

t the regular fonday e ening meetino- of the gas iz 
Association, each member had a question to answer and one 
member had a formally prepared e say to read. any had 
specimen to exhibit which had been collected during the 
week or had been pre ented by some friend who had been 
to olorado or other di tant point. 

The fir t que tion at the fir t meeting the writer remem-
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hers wa , '' Is a bat a bird 7 '' This is illuminating as to 
the ignorance of th oung people. They learned that 
the abilit to fly, a not uffi.ci nt ground for cla sin.cation, 
although a flying mammal wa an unu ual phenomenon. 

ear later th learn d of the flying r ptiles of another 
geoloo-ic a o-e. 

Some of the que tion propo ed at th arl ociation 
meeting gi e a g n ral impr ion of tl variety of the 
ubject di cus ed: 

Do fi h li e on other fish or on vegetable food 1 
What fact fir t brought ga iz b fore th world ? 
I the blue ja beneficial 7 
How i the "mo ' in a mo agate formed 7 
Wh are crinoid tern broken and cattered through th 

rock 1 

Doe the flower of the blue gentian e er open 7 
How doe the angleworm dig a hole 7 
What cau e the fire" in a firefly' body7 
Gi e the compo ition of chalk. 
Have :6 h the en e of hearing? 
The qu tion plainly show that the ga iz club were 

not ocietie of original research, but groups of young peo
ple learnino- to op n their es and see all of the world. 
Lat r in life ome few of the member went further in or
iginal cientific inve tigation. The great majority merely 
made a ca ual acquaintance with the living creatures about 
them. Habits of ob ervation were establi hed. Their live 
were made more intere ting. The influence of these club 
probably had much to do with changing th tr nd of public 
chool education. 

The Fairfield Aga iz o iation was not, how ver, 
mer ly a fonday evening club. F w day pa sed that ome 
member wer not in the field and wood '' ollecting peci
men '· few venin°· pa ed that om member of the 
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hapter were not at ga iz Hou di cu ing the p c1-
men collected during th e xcur ion . aturday and 

unday meant longer journe , u uall to th ri r that 
were from ten to tw nty mile awa . ith o much to ee in 
the '' Gr at utdoor '' how could p ople ta in churche 
on unday ha been aid, there w re no automobile 
or mov1 theatre or radio to claim th ir tim . That 

old n ge, with time to e and think, i 00one fore er I 
Each member of th a iz o iation wa xp ct d 

to choo e a p cial ubject for tud . The majorit cho e 
"In ect ', probably becau of th ir inn.nit vari t and 
th port of huntino- th m in the :field n ar at hand. 11 
learned that the thou and of ari d in t ould b 
group d into ev ral gr at ' rd r '' and that of th 
group tho e of b 1t on ould ri htl be called ' buo- ' . 
Wh n an hio carriao-e ale man pr ent d hi card with 
the word olumbu , the pi tur of a b tl , a ... , and th 
word ompany printed on it (it wa to be r ad olumbu 
Buggy ompany) the o-a ' iz di cipl gloated in their 
uperior knowledo- ; to th m the card read, ' olumbu 

Beetley ompan '. b etl wa not a buo-. 
Becau e of the lack of good ref r nee litera ur at that 

time the genera and peci of mo t of the in 
not d termin d, but hundr d of p cim n w r ar
ranged in the ga iz club' cabinet in famil group . 
The world wa found to b inhabit d b uncounted thou-
and of in ect , all having ix 1 g and all xceptino- th 

flie , having four wing . ne of th world' famou paint-
ino- ha on the canva a r pr entation of a warm of bee 
with, wrongly, but two wing each. o ga izian would 
have painted that. 

ome member of the O'a 1z ociation began to hunt 
bird with a :fi Id gla in tead of a gun. They learned 
that hundr d of bird cam and went in ord rly mi!ITation, 
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vi itino- Fairfield in the pring and ao-ain in the fall, that 
many bird ta ed with u throu hout the ear. Thi bird 
tudy b th ga iz club i probably the mo t per i tent 

of the nature tud impul e begun at thi time. Bird lub 
hav becom tat -wid - nation-wid , and ar activ 7-

erywh re. Lo al int r t in bird tudy b o-an in the ga -
iz club, but wh th r it general popularit} oriO'inat d th re 

i uncertain. 

ome of th ga 1zian pr d wild flow r and f rn 
and mo e . The e varied plant pu h d awa th now m 
the pring and march din clo e rank hrouo-h the umm r. 

ach ea on th r wa th pl a ure of m etin o- th common, 
familiar flow r friend and the gr at joy of finding and 
comino- to know ome of th rarer blo om , or perhap a 
puzzling mutant that wa full of won ler. ne of th out-
tandin old n moment in the writer m mory wa when 

he fir t aw th antherozoid from a mo cup warm aero 
th field of hi mi ro cope, activ b ond the dr am of hi 
ima ination, wond rful to contemplat in th ir minutene 
a are the preading galaxie of th heav n in their va t
ne . 

ome of the e oung tudent ollected fungi - toad-
tool and puffball and lim m0uld . They cooked and 

ate many arietie of mu broom and became authority for 
th r ident of the ounty a to what kind of fungi w r 
poi on and to b avoided. Perhap in no other field of 
their tudie w re the marv ls of di ov r o great a 
amon th fungi. To th majority of people th fungi 
are little known. B cau e of the dang r in th genu 
Amanita, thi whole order of plant ha a bad reputation 
and it beautie and va t vari tie are little appreciated. 

ne fact the writ r learned in t aching et ounger chil
dren plant 'name ; the "harder" the long name were, the 
more ea il w re the r member d. trobilomy e trobil-
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aceu , a one-like toadstool, once identified was ne er for
gotten by the youngsters. 

Many were the happy e ening when all the member of 
the gas 1z ociation who ould met at their club hou e 
and di cu ed their di coveri of the day. The e di ciple 
of ga iz had I arned that th ir dooryard and the fl Id 
and wood about, their home town were filled with a mar 1-
ou variety of creatures. In place of a fe, "bug " the 
knew dozen of in ect . In t ad of a few '' toad tool 
mo tly "poi on", they found man fungi 
tie of which they lat r I arned to at 
Where had their e e b n b fore, that th 
to thi ndle ariet in nature 

ixt -two arie
with impunity. 
had been blind 

Fri nd far and wide o-ave t th a iz ociation 
'' peciment '' of all kind - min ral from olorado, fo -
il hark ' teeth from th pho phat bed of the outh, 
tuffed bird butterflie from Brazil, fern from th trop

ic , hell and oral from th ea hore - until finall a 
collection of some valu and r at intere t wa a mbled 
in thi littl ga iz Hou e. i itor to Fairfield almo t 
dail a ked p rmi ion to vi w th wond r and the club 
m mber took great prid in a tino- a ho t . or mo t of 
th ca ual i itor to thi to,,'ll at that dat , th imple 
bit of nature ·ollect d in tbi littl bri k hou e were mar
v lou . Today thi i hard to realiz . who w rem m
b r of the ga iz o iation, wond r if e er ao-ain in 
thi troubled world an group of ouno- p ople will njo 
the di covery of nature a we did. 

L time wa gi en to a ronom and anthropology by 
the Fairfield ga iz ociation than to the tudy of bi-
ology and geology On many clear ev nino- , howe r, th 
members of the ociation learned to tra e the con tella
tions and note the movement of the planets and learn the 
name of the :fir t magnitud tar . Ble ing on the man 
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{who e name the writer does not recall) who invented the 
lantern lighted b candles in ide and with r placeable blue 
print chart of the tars held over a ground glas front. 
With thi we charted the heavens. Our primitive ignorance 
of the univer e was illustrated by a remark by one of th 

gas iz ociation members after the light of a meteor 
had vani hed - '' I did not notice which tar it wa that 
hot away". 

In their collecting expedition and tudy excursions the 
Fairfield ga izian found along the trea.m and on the 
hilltop Indian mound . Fired with la dable curio ity, but 
unin tructed in the tudy of anthropolog or archaeology, 
they made pecial excur ions and ope• d veral of th se 
mounds. harcoal, pottery, and human bone of great ag 
were found and pre er ed in the g iz ou e cabin t . 
The lack of cienti:fic car in the excav tion and in writing 
note made the knowledge of the primitive people deri ed 
rom the e inve tio-ations much le than it should ha e 

been. But the work don awak ned an interest in the pre
hi toric o that the much finer collections een later at Dav
enport, Iowa, were better appreciated. very slight 
o-limp e into ach branch of knowledge may giv u an 
awarene of th -va t field that may be xplored. 

It wa the cu tom in Iowa at the time of the ga iz 
club's existenc for the county uperintendent of the rural 
schools to hold a ummer '' ormal'' cour e of tudy or 
institute in each county seat. II the rural chool teachers 
were required to attend these institute . The Fairfield 

ga siz ssociation determined to entertain and enlighten 
these J e:ffer on ounty teacher ; so one evening tho e at
tending the in titute e ion were in ited to a reception at 
the ga iz House. From ju t after upper until late in 
the night, the Aga siz Association member exhibited to 
the teacher their collection of specimen and their methods 
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of tudy. The pre ident of the iz club gave an ad
dre of welcome to the three hundred gue t . The other 
m mber of the ociation were tationed about the room 
to de crib the collection . Th announced the cientific 
name of th bird and in ect in the mo t impre ive man
ner. One of th younge t girl (not ov r eight ear of 
age) in howino- the fungi told ju t wher he had found 
the :fine specimen of litocybe illud n and how it o-lowed 
pho phore cent in the dark. The greate t center of intere t 
wa , of cour e, the micro cope on th big revol ing tabl 
under which the blood circulated in the web of the froo-' 
foot. 

It i hard to realize today that among all th e tea her 
who knew about plit in:finiti and into how man part 

aul wa di id d ery f ·w indeed kn w that a bat wa no 
a bird and that now r3 tal all hav ix id point or 
angl . It e m po ihl to the writer, thinking in r tro
p ct, that thi wa the beo-innin of th mov m nt that pu 

nature tudy in the publi chool . It wa certainl anoma
lou at the e reception to ee th childr n of th ga iz 

ociation teaching the many teacher that tao-nant wat r 
wa full of beautiful form of micro copic life and that if 
the leave of a plant had parallel ein the flower part 

ere alway in multiple of thr e . For v ral ar the 
gassiz rec ption wer a featur of the ounty ormal 

In titute ''. nd th Fair.field ga iz ociation wa 
but one of man imilar club in Iowa· but one of e eral 
hundr d in the nited tate . 

regular and typical meeting of th Fair:fi. Id ga iz 
ociation wa held on ugu t 10, 1 2, with th followino

program: 

orre pondence-The urator 

How gricultural Product ompare with ther ourc 
of Wealth in the nit d tat - Floren e Lam on 
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The Mo t aluabl Fruit of the nited tates - elli 

Hughes 

How Long ill the oal and Wood of the nited tate 
L t T - Fred larke 

What I th Differ nee Betw n th Fruit of the pple 
and That of the Hickor Tree - u Blair 

Why I There not Lik l To Be a Famme in the nit d 
tate - Jim Wil on 

How Lono- Doe It Take Fo il to Form in the River 
Ooze - arri Lam on 

What Two la e of nimal are Rai ed to the Io t 
d antage - nna White 

tate It Formation (pre umably r.om " p cim n ') -
Kittie oorhe 

rincipl ar Bird la 1.fied - arri piel-

a ius ottle 

Whi h of the Three in doms Furni he the 
eful and Intere ting Fi Id for tudy? 

nimal - John Templeton 
egetable - alter lagle 

Iineral - John pielman 

ny one of the e ubj ct being nough for month of 
tudy and di cu ion, how thi mall club touched all in 

one evening i a marv 1 that m mory, after all the interven
ing ear fail to an wer. Faced b an infinity of que -
tion , all o full of intere t, how could th se children limit 
their inquir . Lif wa going to be too hort to learn all 
the wanted to know. 

But there were winter evening meetino- at the gas iz 
Hou e quite in contra t to that de cribed above. Each 
member brought a cup of sugar. The elaborate top of the 
heating to e wa removed and a k ttle was put in it place. 
The ugar wa made into "taffy" that was "pulled" and 



302 row A JOUR L OF HI TORY 
D POLITIC 

later eaten. fany uch delightful ocial me ting were ex
perienced in the little ga iz Hou e. 11 outdoors was 
covered with drifting snow - deeper in tho e day , it 
eems, than in modern ear . The rail fence were co r d 

in many place by the pile of white, ov r whi h we could 
walk. Only a few bird r mained in the 1 afle tree , eat
in<>' the red and black berrie from th abundant hrub . 

o flower or butterfli could be found. It wa too cold 
to trace the con tellation of the tar . While eating taffy, 
to the accompaniment of the crackle of the wood :fire in the 
co cabin to e, tJie club memb r di cu ed the ad en
ture of the pa t ummer and made plan for the comino-
pring when again nature wa to awaken. ne knew ju t 

where fr. cKnig t told him a "lady lipper" could be 
found and another could hardly wait to ee if truffle really 
grew on the bank of edar re k. It would be wonderful 
to find truffle here in Iowa. 

Durino- the years of it exi t nee the influence of the Fair
field ga iz s ociation extended throughout J effer on 
County, eemin ly out of proportion to the ize of the 
group. When citizen of Fairfield had visitors from afar, 
the little brick gas iz Hou e was one of the ight to be 
hown them. Frequentl ga iz club member were ked 

to unlock the cabin door and show 'our visiting cousin ' 
the hark' egg and trap door pider' ne t and all the 
wonder collected there. The fame of the gas iz Hou 
pread to other communitie . robably becau e the mid-

we t wa ready for the new idea of nature tudy, rath r 
than that there wa any pecial excellence in the Fairfield 

ga siz club, it obtained wide recognition. Many other 
Iowa gassiz ocieties became widely known. ome of the e 
did much more important work than wa done at Fairfield, 
but at this late date the writer, after an active correspond
ence, find its impo ible to collect the data that should be 
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re orded to give a true picture of this intere ting move
ment in other Iowa communitie . 

The Fairfield ga 1z ociation alway held two annual 
celebration - on on a twent -eighth to commemorat 
the birth of Loui o-a iz and one on ovember ixth, 
celebrating the founding of the Fairfield hapter. W eath r 
condition in Ma w re watched with great an.xi ty by the 

ga izian le t their picnic of the twenty-eio-hth hould 
be interfered with; but to the best memory of all, no weath
er, howe er bad, wa able to poil thi c lebration. ne 
fay twenty-eighth i r m mb r d when the group huddled 

about a field fir , in a heavy now, u ing their h kered 
tablecloth to keep off th torm, anc1 eating th ir lunch in 
thi frail helter. n anoth r twenty-eighth of Iay, rain 
poured through th crack in the floor of a bridge under 
which the picnick r had taken helt r, de troying a mag
nificent pie that wa to have ati :fied their hunger: the pie 
flopped in the mud - a tra dy ne er forgott n. The o
vember ixth celebration were u ually candy pull in the 
warmth of the ga iz Hou e. Of cour e, in con ion to 
the eriou ne of the occa ion, this follow d some '' cien
ti:fic'' program. 

The bi-monthly report nt to St. ichola did not men-
tion the social m eting of the club. Th y told of the re-
eption to the teacher , of collecting o- ode at Benton -

port where the eokuk geode bed i expos d, of the fo il 
coral - ' Bird -E e" ( cervularia david oni) and 
"Fi h-Egg" (Favo ites alpenensis) -that had o inter
e ted ga iz on hi vi it to Iowa, of the club' new eventy
:fi.ve dollar cabinet for in ects, and many other important 
matter . But in the memor of the member of this little 
club the taffy pull and picnic lunches were as one in im
portance with the in ect 1 i:fication and chemical analy es 
of the more tudiou hour . Like the Belgian banker ca-
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noer m t by Robert Loui te en on on hi "Inland Jour
ney", we often cannot d termine which of th activitie 
of life are the mo t important. 

THE IOWA ASSEMBLY OF THE AG 

During the um.mer of 1 3 and 1 4, the ga iz hap
ter of Fairfield, t. Ple..t ant, and a hin~on held joint 
field meeting and found th m ery enjo abl . Th y m t 
in the wood omewh re b tw n th h m of the partici
pating club , alwa with pi nic ba k t for upp r and th 
content of th ba ket ri al d the coll ct d butt rflie 
and flower in int re t. It becam known to th ga 1zian 
through the t. icholas, that ev ral Philad lphia hap
ter of the ociation had organiz d an mbly" and 
h ld occa ional conv< ntion . Following thi Philad lphia 
example and becau e of th enjoym nt of th ir int r-cit 
picnic , on the invitation of the airfi Id hapter, an Iowa 

embly of the ga 'iz o iaiion w oro-aniz d at Fair-
field in urn t 1 4. Del gat from at 1 a t ix hapter 
of the ociation w r pr ent. Becau of in xperien 
in uch matter and a failur to r cogniz he importance 
of the preservation of record , detail of thi meeting ha e 
apparently b en lo t. 11 that i now known i that th 
Fairfield Iicro copical lub h lcl a r ception for thi 
embly and that Fred larke of Fairfield wa elected the 

first pre id nt of the Iowa embly of the ga siz o
ciation and that edar Rapids wa cho en a th next place 
of meeting. Fairfield had added anoth r to it Ii t of 
"fir t " in civic activitie . 

In urn t, 1 5, the Iowa embly of the gas iz 
ociation met in edar Rapid . Th deleo-ate from the 
everal Iowa hapter were entertained in the homes of 

the member of the edar Rapid gas iz club. The rec
ord of this meeting are lo t. The president mad a formal 
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addre on "The nity of ature". He cited the de:finite
ne of the erie in the atomic weights of material atom . 
He poke of the probability that the element lacking (to 
complet th erie ) would soon be discovered, and that 
:finall all 1 m nt would be hown to be one. He spoke 
of the con r ation of n rgy and th tran formation of one 
form of energy into another, a heat into light. He con
cluded that all energy i one. H then propo ed the thesi 
that energy and matt r w uld be ho n to be one - the 

n1ver e wa on . 

uch ha no ome to be th common belief but n er dit 
i due to the pre id nt of the Iowa mbl of the ga iz 

ociation, for h wa , at th tim , tudent under r. 
Gu tavu D. Hinrich of the Iowa tat niv r it . To 
Dr. Hinrich far ah ad of hi tim i_ thought, i due all 
credit. Hi tud nt did not at that time realize the rare 
privil g of being· in hi cla es. 

The m mb r of th edar Rapid h pter of the ga iz 
ociation o r yally entertained the isiting hapters 

that the following ar a ational ociation meeting in 
Iowa b came a po ibilit . E. P. Bo nton of edar Rapid 
wa ele ed pre ident of the Iowa mbly of th ga iz 

ociation and Dav nport wa cho en the next place 
of meeting. It wa decid d at thi edar Rapid meeting 
to award thr e diploma each y a::.· to the hapters of th 

ociation in Iowa doing the be t work for the ear. 
Becau e the Iowa embly of the ga iz club fur-

ni hed the be t nucleu for a national con ention of the 
ga iz ociation Pre id nt Ballard accepted an invita-

tion from Iowa to hold a national meeting in Davenport in 
18 6, in conjunction with the third meeting of the Iowa 

embly, on ugu t 24-27, 18 6. That ugust the ga iz 
ociation reported twelve thou and members. 

The following committee r pon ible for the Davenport 
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meeting included, perhaps, the mo t active members of the 
Iowa s embly at that date: 

Invitation and Printing- E. P. Boynton, edar Rapid , 
hairman; ill Clute, Iowa City; Edward K. Putnam 

Davenport 
Hotels and Transportation - Edward K. Putnam, Da -

enport, Chairman; Fred . Gage, Fairfield; E. P. Boyn
ton, edar Rapids 

Program - J. Fred Clarke, Fairfield, hairman; E. B. 
anders, Davenport; C. arper, Burlington; Gu tav 

Finger, Davenport 
Entertainment - Ed ward K. Putnam, Davenport, hair-

man; Gl n ordon, 1u ca tine; u tav Fing r, av n-
pod 

Banquet - hades 1. Willi ton, Edith Ro , and George 
B. Little, Dav nport 

Toa t -J. G. pielman and arrie Lam on Fairfield 
Decorations - Loui. Block, Edith Ro , and ustav 

Finger, all of Davenport 
Finances-E. P. Boynton, edar Rapid , hairman; 

Will Clute, Iowa ity; J. G. ielman, Fairfield; Lollie 
Crane, Mt. Plea ant 

Reception - E. B. anders, Davenport, hairman; a -
ius C. Cottle, Fairfield; Glen verill, edar Rapid ; Fanny 

Belt, Cedar Rapid ; ell ox, Iowa ity · Lollie rane, t. 
Pleasant; Edith Ros , ora Bollinger, harle illiston, 
John Ballard, Edward K. Putnam, and eorge B. Little, 
Davenport 

The reception committee and the tat officer were to 
wear white badges. President Ballard came from Ma a
chusetts for this econd national convention of the ga iz 
Association. The first convention of thi kind had been 
held in Philadelphia. ome thirty ga iz club were rep
resented by del gates at the Davenport me tinO', Those 
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present were mo tly from Iowa. ome came from Illinois, 
a few from Philadelphia, and one Minnesota Chapter was 
repre ented. E. P. Boynton, pre ident of the Iowa em
bly, pre ided at the embly se ion which met before 
the national con ention wa opened by President Ballard. 
In his addre Pre ident Boynton discu ed the best meth
od of study. He ai<l that at edar Rapids the hapter 
fir t tudied all biology, but later each memb r elected a 
few ubj cts and de oted all hi time to the e, with much 
more profit and pleasure. He contra ted life before and 
after the ga iz ociation had timulat d ob ervation. 

fter the addre the committee pre iou ly appointed to 
decide which Chapter had done the be t work in the past 
year, gav fir place to hapter 20 of Fairfield. The sec
ond award wa o-iven to hapt r 514 of Iowa ity and the 
third to hapter 64 of dar Rapid , hile honorable men
tion wa made of hapter 158 and 13 of Davenport, 424 
of Decorah, and 887 of Grinnell. 

Charle E. Putnam, president of th Davenport cademy 
of cience, gave the welcoming addre to the ational 

gas iz ociation and Pre ident Ballard re ponded. ci-
enti:fic paper were read. There wa a formal r ception 
and a banquet wa held at the Kimball Hotel on W ednes
day, August 25, 1 6, with a po tptandial program of toa t 
and re pon e a follows : 

Profe sor T. H. McBride [Macbride], ni ersity of 
Iowa, To t Ia ter 

Louis ga iz - Prof es or 
The cientist Who Help 

cago 

. H. Ballard, Lenox :fas . 
s - Frank Wentworth, hi-

Fos ils - W. R. Lighton, Leavenworth, Kan as, read by 
Mi Helen L. lark, Cedar Rapid 

The ga 1z ociation in the Home-Rev. 0. Clute, 
Iowa ity 
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ur Girls- Glen Gordon, Muscatine 
ur Vi itor -Pre ident of Wa eka (Minn.) Chapter 

Our Boy - Edith Ross, Davenport 
The Iowa Assembly of the ga siz ociation - E. P. 

Boynton, edar Rapid 

The gassiz ociation in the choo - (name not re-
corded) 

Our Future - John hallcro , Philadelphia 
One could wi h now that John hallcro s's peech had 

b en pre erved. R probably did not, at thi high water 
mark of the ga iz ociation, vi ualize the pa ino- of 
the mo em nt o oon. R probably did not realize the in
fluence the e ga iz club were to ha e on the educational 

tem of the countrJ, an influence that made the continued 
exi tence of the g· iz ociation unnece ar . The 
meeting on Augu t 2 th wa pent in a i it to the go ern
ment r enal on Rock I land and later in the di cu ion of 
que tion from the ' u tion Box'' pr iou ly pr pared. 

t an afternoon e ion Pr ident Ballard o-ave an addre 
and repre entativ from the variou hapt r demon
strated their method of tud . In the e ening Profe or 
Thomas R. McBride [Macbride J gave a lectur on Bernard 
Pali the rench potter and naturali t - a lectur so 
delightful that th writ r thirty-two year later, while erv
ing in France with the American Expeditionary Force , 
searched (though in vain) for ome pecimen of that won
derful pottery Pali y had made. 

The following day ( u 0 u t 27th) wa pent on the Mi -
issippi River. Thi wa a collecting excur ion and a ba -

ket picnic. In the evening the vi itor were gue t at a 
meetinO' of the Davenport cademy of ciences which at 
that time wa one of the prominent academies of the nited 
State , noted for its anthropological studi . 

ttendance at this Davenport meeting of the Iowa As-
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sembly of the ga iz ociation wa a notable event in 
the live of the young people who were pre ent. It in.flu
ences w re far reaching. It mu t ha e been a great satis
faction to Prof e or BalJard to know that h had accom
pli hed a great work by awakening in the young people of 
the nited tate a de ire for the tudy of natural cienre 
and an awarene of the creatures that inhabit the earth 
and of the changing world in which they live. 

There were never any fee or due paid into the gen ral 
Aga iz ocia tion from the local o i ti . ide from 
a po ible compen ation from th t. 4 icholas, Professor 
Harlan H. Ballard' work for thi m v ment must have 
been a labor of love. 

The paper read at the ga iz <:: mbly at Davenport 
and at the other gas iz sociation tino- added little 
to the knowledge of cience but th 1irrored the awaken-
ing of the young people of Iowa to th wonder of nature. 
The :field gla wa replacing the gun a an in trument for 
the hunting of bird . The e e and ear of childr n were 
becoming more u eful. The abundant life wa becoming 
more common in Iowa. few, out of the many gas izians, 
were :finding a career in the realm of natural science. 

Edith Ro s of Davenport was elected the third president 
of the Iowa As embly of the ga iz ociation and Iowa 
City was chosen as the next place of meeting. 

The fourth con ention of the Iowa embly of the ga -
siz As ociation was held in Iowa ity on ugu t 23- 27, 
1887. fiss Ro appointed Loui Block of Davenport, 
chairman of a committee of arrangement and in thi a in 
all thing he wa active and pro:ficient in hi work. There 
were, in 1 7, 9 0 Chapters of the ga iz sociation in 
the nited tate , with a total member hip of twelve thou
sand. The ho t Chapter of the Iowa embly at Iowa 
City had twenty-six members and held it meetings in the 
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basement of the nitarian Church at the corner of Iowa 
venue and Clinton Street. 
The delegates a embled on Thur da , ugu t 23rd, and 

were assigned as gue t in the home of the local memb r . 
There was, at the :fir t es ion, an addre of welcome by 

rthur J. Cox of Iowa ity, re ponded to b fi Ros , the 
pre ident. The feature of the fir t day wa a lecture by 
Dr. . E. Rockey on " 1icro copical Pond Life". Thi 
wa illu trated by the use of a projection micro cop . n 
August 24th the different hapter ga report and cien
ti:fi.c papers were r ad. Later the delegate i ited the 
Mu eum of the tate niver ity of Iowa. In the e ening 
a reception was heh at the home of T. J. ox. t thi re
ception, Prof e sor . . Par in, a friend of Loui ga iz, 
addre ed the s e bly, relating per onal anecdotes of the 
great naturalist for whom the sociation was named. 

ome years before this meeting, Louis gassiz had vi -
ited Iowa ity. A group of e eral niver it p ople took 
him up the Iowa River to oralville. ga siz became very 
enthu iastic on this collecting expedition and did not want 
to pass a single fos il coral. His guides put in pile all they 
could :find and later brought several barrel , filled them with 
these pecimens of coral , and sent them b freight to 
Profes or Agas iz's laboratory at Harvard niversity. 

The annual banquet of the gassiz embly wa held 
the next evening in the parlors of the Unitarian hurch, 
Fred Clarke of Fairfield acting as toast master. The after 
dinner program was as follows : 

Victuals and Drink - Louis Block, Chapter 158, Da en
port 

Our Ascidian Ancestors -Will M. Clute, hapter 514, 
Iowa City 

The Rodents - John N. Houghton, Chapter 8 7, Grinnell 
Pandora - Lollie Crane, Chapter 700, Mt. Pleasant 
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The Inhabitant of th Iound -H len att 11, hapter 

150, Dav nport 

laddin and hi Lamp - rthur B aYi, , hapter 514, 
Iowa it 

Potato Bug - Ii e ol , hapt r 700, :Mt. 
Mar and nu - Ila Hoffman, hapt r 20 Fair:field 
Th od - rank <>therell, hapter 540, ka-

1 7-19 7-Lynd J hapter 7, rinnell 
pl a ant urpri after th banqu t wa a er nade, 

b th r :fine band of the niv r · t of Iowa. 
ion of thi Io, a mbl , fi Ros , 

the pre ident, g v an adclr thai. unfortunately, i not 
pre er d in availabl record . ' Que tion Box as 
open d and the qu tion di cu ed. From the f w ecre
tarial note pr erved one :find th· t . Trine, of Mar-
halltown talk d on hon y bee ; L d J ne , of rinnell, 

di cu ed the cau e of bird mi()"ra tion ; and H. J. Brown, 
of avenport r ad a pap r ntitled 'Fo il Bird '. ta 
:final ion rthur J. ox of Iowa it ' wa ele ted pre i
d nt of the embl for the oming y ar and ~It. Plea ant 
wa elect d a the n xt pla of m ting. It wa apparent 
to all of u vi itor to Iowa it that Reverend lute 
wa th main tay of the local ga iz hapter. 

n uo-u t 20, 1 the Iowa embly of the ga siz 
ociation met in the cit library at t. Plea ant. Thir

t en of the twent - ight Iowa hapter of the ociation 
were repr nted b more than ixty del gate . There was 
a reception at th home of i Lollie rane. ne se ion 
wa devoted to a vi it to the tate Ho pital for the In ane, 
where the uperintendent ntertained the visitor in hi 
laboratory with a mo t interesting lecture. 

The president of the embly, rthur J. Cox of Iowa 
City ga e an addre s at one se ion and everal papers 
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were r ad. ne by T. . Bereman, an honorar member 
of the 1t. Plea ant hapter, wa ntitled " i it to the 
Plutonian Region ". Florence Lamson of Fair:fi ld read 
a pap r, a did Fred B. Palmer, Ralph ram, H. F. 
Hednar El a cElro , Iara Tallman, and illi E. 
Brook . It wa for thi embl that B rtha M. Horack 
(later fr . Benj. F. hambaugh) of hapter 514, Iowa 

it , prepared an illu trated pap r on "L pidoptera ", a 
r port of which in the wiss ross led to a reque t for an 
exchan e of pecimen from a naturali t in Japan. 

t the final e ion, John pi Iman of Fairfield was 
lected pre ident of the embly · Fred B. Palmer of O -

kaloo a and Fred I Iri h of Dubuqu , i pre id nt ; 
Ii e ole of Mt. Pl~1 ant, ecr tar ; and Belmont Goan, 

trea urer. Oskaloo r wa elected a the n xt place of 
meetino-. 

Thi meagre record of th fifth g 1z embl i en-
tirely inadequate. Mt. Plea ant is a mall city of home 
occupied by mo t delightful people. For more than a cen
tur now thi community ha had a way of charming vi i
tors. Even had the Aga siz embly record been pre-
erved, they would not ha e expre d the intangible thing 

which made this meeting a mo t delightful event in Iowa 
hi tory. 

The e ga sizians had spent everal ear a ociat d 
in inten ely intere ting studi . fo t of them were about 
to graduate into more serious life vocation . They did not 
appreciate the fact that, perhaps, never again in the world 
would there be a group privileged to open door such as 
they had opened and to pioneer in the realms of nature. 

uch knowledge as they had acquired wa to become com
mon knowledge and the wonder of it was to be no more. 

On ugust 20, 1889, the Iowa Assembly of the gassiz 
ssociation met in O kaloo a. The e ion were held in 
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the Grand rmy Hall in the courthou e and in the Pre by
terian hur h. walm, of the Oskaloosa Herald, 
called the mee ing to ord r, delivered an addre s of wel
come, and introduc d th pre iclent of the embly, John 
G. pi Iman, of airfield. ommittees r ported and a 
nominating committee wa appointed. t o'clock in the 
evening, Pre ident pielman d livered the annual pre i
dential addre . Hi ubje t a '' i ion'' and howed 
an elaborate tud of the r fraction of light. The addre 
wa printed in full in the O kaloosa Herald. t 9 o'clock 
the O kaloo a hapter ( o. 540 and o. 653) gave a re
ception to the vi iting d 1 gat at the home of the Ii es 
Anne and rti p ncer. Thi \' .i a delightful ocial 
affair. 

t the following e ion paper were r ad, one from 
each of the nine i itino- hapt r and mu ic numb r were 
pre ented at each me tin ne evening a Micro copical 

oiree wa given to the mbly member by the itizens 
of skaloo a. Thur day, ugu t 22nd, wa '' Field Day' . 

11 met at the courthou e and then made xcur ion to th 
wood . In th evenino- Profe or Era mus Haworth of 
Penn ollege gave a lecture on " riginal Inve tigation". 

n Friday, ugu t 23rd, the meeting of the embly 
were held in the Pre byterian hurch. Papers were read 
on ' Bird figration ", " pider ", "The onquest of Per
fection", and other ubject . These were inter per ed with 
mu ic. Profe or cott of Penn ollege, a member of the 
0 kaloo a Chapter, wa pre ent and pok of the "Le sons 
Learned from the Life of ga iz". He strongly urged 
each tudent to undertake a ingle line of definite tudy, 
after a thorough preparation. debate was then held on 
the que tion: "Resol ed that the Interior of the Earth is a 
Molten Mas ". This was affirmed by Lynds Jone of 
Grinnell and Louis Block of Davenport and was denied by 
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rthur J. ox of Iowa City and Fred M. Iri h of Dubuque. 
Th s embly diplomas were awarded but to whom is not 
recorded in any publi hed account of the meeting. In the 
e ening of thi day ther wa a reception and a banquet 
at the re idence of fr . Trace , 41 Hio-h venue Ea t. 

band concert enli ened the program. 

t the final meeting offi er for the coming year were 
elected : pre ident, Frank E. therell of kaloo a; ice 
pre ident , George Ie..- eng r of Moine and Iollie 
Green of skaloo a; ecretar , Bertha Harvey of Fair
field; and trea urer, Lynd Jone of rinn ll. The vi iting 
delegates of the ten Chapters all poke in high prai e of 
the work of the skaloo a hapter in the preparation for 
the delightful convention. 

o far a the writer know , thi kaloo a se ion wa 
the last meeting of he Iowa embly of the ga iz 
ociation. The writer graduated in medicine in that ear 

and began hi intern hip in Philadelphia. Many other ac-
tive member of the ga iz ociation began th ir lif 
work and oi nece ity found it nece ary to neglect their 
club activitie . The purpo e for which the e group had 
been created had been accompli hed. The chools took up 
the work and nature tudy became gen ral. In retro pect 
the end of thi activity seems sudden but could one know 
of the many ga siz hapters throughout Iowa, it is prob
able he would find that the intere t gradually le en d a 
more and more of the members had to de ote their time to 
ome life work. 

The writer well remembers a long talk with Edna We t, 
in which plans were made for a large permanent home for 
the Agassiz Association which, in our opinion then, wa 
never to die. Senator Jame F. il on, in 1 , per uaded 
his friend, Andrew Carnegie, to build in Fairfield, Iowa, 
the fir t, outside of Pitt burgh, of his many libraries. In 
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thi library enator Wilson set aside one room for th 
ga iz ociation and this room today i known as th 
ga iz Room. By the time this room wa ready, howe er, 

the inter t in the ga iz s ociation was waning and th 
new quarter ne er became important. Later Edna t 
married mov d to the West, and the du tie of domestic life 
topped her tudie of butt rflie , f rn , and mo e . 

o it ha been with a large proportion of the oung p o
ple who were Iowa di ciple of Loui o-a iz. The prob
lem of bread and butt r, of rai ing· their own children of 
stopping th leak in the home oaf - o many of these un
important worri hut out from their live th really eri
ou work with the butter£!. net and i he bird gla . But th 
vision of the flowers and the bird ,md the tar were not 
all lo t in their later life. 11 were happier and better be
cau e a ga izians the had learned to ee what wa 
about them and to hear the mu ic of animate nature. fan 
of u who e childhood wa in the d cad of the 1 O's think 
that Prof or Harlan H. Ballard of Leno , Ma achusett , 
did an important educational ork in the nited tate . 

J. FRED LARKE 
F AJRJ'IELD low A 


