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The Penn ylvania Historical omm.is ion is sponsoring the re to­
ration of the building at the "Old Harmony" community at 
Ambridge, Penn ylvania. harles M. Stotz of Pitt burgh is the 
architect in charge. 

The ew Hamp hire Hi torical Society has rec ntly issued a 
booklet giving a brief account of the work and the collections of the 

ociety with copies of its charter and by-laws and a list of its pres­
ent officers. 

Kentucky is making preparations for the celebration in 1942 of 
the 150th anni ersary of it admi ion as a tate. Governor Keen 
John on has appointed a ommi ion of nine members. Since no 
appropriation ha been made by the legislature, the celebration 
must be financed, at lea t at fi t, by private donations. 

The Mis is ippi alley Ilistorical ociation held its mid-year 
meeting at ew ork ity on December 27-30, 1940. dinner on 
Dec mber 27th, at hich arl ittke, President of the A sociation, 
pre ided, featured a paper by Elmer Ellis on "Mr. Dooley: Jour­
nali m or Literature". The hi tory e sion on the thirtieth dis­
cu ed '' To What Extent a the West a Radical Force 1865-
1 92 Y '' Tho e taking part included Robert E. Riegel, Louis 
Pelzer, Jame . Barne , lb rt K. Kohlmeier, and he ter M. 
D tler. 

The nited tate Department of the Interi01 ha recently is ued 
Historic American Buildings urvey, compiled and edited by John 
P. eill, a ociate architect of the ational Park ervice. It is 
de cribed a a " atalog of the fea ured Drawings and Photo-

raphs of the urvey in the Library of ongre January 1, 1938". 
It includes a list of buildina in twenty-five Iowa to . Photo­
graphs of the e buildin and reproductions of the measured draw­
in may be cured from the hief of the Fine Division, 
Library of ongre , for nominal charge . 

105 



10 IO J R F HI TORY DP LITI 

The ebra ka tate Hi torical ociety held it ixty-third annual 
meeting at Lincoln on ctob r 19, 1940, in conjunction with the 
sixt enth annual meeting of the ativ on and Daughter of 

ebra ka. b in m ting wa followed by a erie of hort 
talk . One of the e wa '' The Redi cov ry of John Brown' nder­
ground Railroad and abin in ebra ka ", by E. D. artlino-. The 
luncheon wa followed by a eri of five minute talk . The after­
noon e ion wa devot d to '' The reat ebra ka Trail ''. Thi 
included "The Trail- faking rge", th ke note addr by Fred 
G. Hawxby; "Famou World Trail 11

, by na a n r; " l\Iap 
tudy of ebra ka Trail ", by d n ilmore; "The Pony Expr 

Trail: I Dramatic tory", b rthur J. Denne ; and "The 
Pony Expre Trail: It '.larking in ebra ka' ', by Dr. Herbert 
L. ushing. The addre at the dinner meeting wa "Early Trail 
a a ational Heritage'', by Dr. oward R. Drig 

row 

R-e idents of Iaha ka ounty formed a temporary hi torical 
as ociation with a view to permanent organization Plan are b in 
made to e tabli h a memorial building. John . Bradbury i chair­
man of the temporary organization. 

The dair ounty Ili torical ociety ha township lead to pro-
mote hi torical activiti . Plans for a memorial to the county' 
pionee and for a uitable place to .house hi torical relic wer 
di cu ed at a meeting of leade . 

The arren ounty Historical ociety is making a special effort 
to a emble old county r cords. large number of chool record 
books, ome dating back to 1 74, have been added to the collection. 

committee of the ociety ha taken inventory and made cla ifica­
tion of the material now at hand. 

Founders' and Builde ' Day wa ob erved at ornell olle e, 
fount ernon, Iowa, on ovember 19, 1940. illiam R. Boyd of 

dar Rapid , a member of the board of trustee for ixteen year , 
ave the addre . The affair, instituted by President John B. 

Mao- , · expected to become an annual celebration on the third 
Tue day in ovember. 



HI T RI .AL CT TIE 107 

new park and playground in Dubuque, compri ing a tract of 
five acre on the city' we t side, will s rve a a memorial to two 
noted Dubuquer , illiam B. Alli on and David . Hender on. 
The recent purcha e of land i the culmination of an enterpri e to 

tabli h a memorial be un in 1911, when ome 10,000 were 
ra· ed, with contributions from ndre arnegie, former u-
buquer , member of ongre , and other . 

Officer~ elected by the Polk ounty Ili torical ociety for the 
new year were the following: Ura Williams, pr ident; J. E. 
Howard, vice pre ident · 'lrs. ladys Bradford, financial ecretar ; 
Ray til , executive cretary; and Il. . Plummer, trea ur r. 
Edgar R. Harlan wa elected to the thr e-y ar t rm of the board 
of tru tee . The ociety ha begun a project to collect biographical 
"who' who" data about pioneer people of Polk ounty. 

The nion ounty Hi torical ociety had it annual meeting at 
Afton on ctober 6, 1940. Former R pr entative Lloyd Thu ton 
wa the principal peaker. Plans were di cuss d in the busin 
meeting for th compilation of a new county hi tory and it wa 
d cid d to purcha e new file for the pre ervation of the ociety' 
records to b placed in the re ton library. . L. Tyler wa re­
elected pr ident, L. . Bower , ice pr ident, . G. ilson, ru -
todian, and fr . Henry arolus wa named ecretary-trea urer. 
Richard Brown of re ton was elected a a director to ucceed the 
late . J. Donlin. 

The Fir t Pre byterian hurch of Iowa 1 celebrated it cen­
tennial anniversary on o ember 17-19, 1940. The program in­
cluded a ermon on "The Building of the hurch", by Dr. Ilion T. 
Jon and on by the erend illiam L. Young, Pre ident of 
Park ollege, an addre on "The od of ur Fa the ", by the 
R erend rchibald ardle, of Burlin ton remini cence by Rob­
ert R. Reed, John Gray Rhind, and illiam P. Lemon, a talk on 
"The Ou tandin ontribu ions of Pr b rianism to Iowa in the 
L t entury", by the verend . Harle a talk on "The 

u tanding ontribution of the Pr ery of Iowa to Pre by-
rianism in the L t entury", by the R verend John H. Gabriel, 
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of Davenport, and a pageant entitled "Impressions of One Hun­
dred ear ", by . Leigh ower . 

A replica of the fir t schoolho e erected in Iowa in 1 30 wa 
dedicated on October , 940. It tands beside a cenic highway 
three mile outh of fontro e. The program included response by 
:fr . Fannie Capelle, granddaughter of Dr. Isaac Galland, the 
pon or of the chool, F. . Welch, repre entin the ational 
outh dministration, which built the replica, Dr. J. wisher, 

for the tate Ili torical ociety of Iowa, R. E. tewart, represent­
ing the tate on ervation Commi ion, and Jes ie L Parker, 

uperintendent of Public In truction. The addre of dedication 
wa given by George . Wilson, Governor of the State of Iowa. 
fo ic by ma ed bands wa dir cted by arl elson. 

Old Fort tkinson s centennial was celebrated near Decorah on 
unday, ctober 6, 1940. Principal peaker at the ceremonie wa 

Governor George . Wil on, who e addre dealt chiefly with con-
ervation. Other peaker included ongr man IIenry . Talle of 

Decorah, and Profe sor . . Reque of Luther Colle e, pre ident of 
the Greater Winne hiek League, who has done re earch on the 
project. The old fort wa e tablished in 1 40 and wa an important 
point of defen e on the frontier. Built to protect the Winnebago 
Indian against the Sac and Fox, the fort on thi occa ion received 
repre entative of the ac and Fox tribe a participant in the 
celebration. Governor ilson wa inducted into the tribe. ome 
5000 per ons attended the centennial ceremonie at the fort, which 
i to be re tored to conform to it old line . 

THE STATE HI TORICAL OCIETY OF IOWA 

Dr. Ruth . Gallaher, ociat Editor of the tate Historical 
oci ty of Iowa, aave a talk on '' Ilome of Early Iowa'' before the 
edar Rapids oman' lub on ovemb r 25, 1940. 

Dr. illiam J. Peter en poke before the faculty and students at 
Iowa tate College on October 3, 1940, on the ubject "The e of 
Local H" tory a a Tool for tudyin ational Hi tory". On Octo­
ber 7th he poke to the Davenport Rotary lub on "Tall Tale of 
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the Mississippi River". He returned to Davenport on October 10th 
to present the same talk to the Kiwan;s Club. On October 22nd he 
spoke to the Iowa City Kiwanis Club on '' Robert Lucas and the 
Iowa City cene' '. He gave a similar talk to the Iowa City Lions 
Club on ovember 6th. At the fifty-fifth annual meeting of the 
American Historical Association in ew York City Dr. Petersen 
presented a paper on '' Diseases and Doctors in Pioneer Iowa'' be­
fore the History of Science Section on December 30, 1940. 

The following persons have recently been elected to membership 
in the Society: Mrs. 0. H. Henningsen, Clinton, Iowa; Mr. illiam 
A. Hickey, Davenport, Iowa; 111:r. David L. Redfield, San Francisco, 
California; Col. William Cattron Rigby, Washington, D. C.; Mr. 
George Rosenberger, Tabor, Iowa; fr. barles L. Baker, Daven­
port, Iowa; Mr. Karl H. Boegel, Clinton, Iowa; Mr. A. H. Ellis, 
Vinton, Iowa; Mrs. Emil Hesselschwerdt, Kalona, Iowa; Mr. J. Leo 
Hoak, Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. Melvin P. McGovern, Dubuque, Iowa; 
Dr. Enos D. Miller, Wellman, Iowa; Mr. Glen L. Murdock, Iowa 
City, Iowa; Miss Gail M. Redfield, W. Lafayette, Indiana; Dr. 
William Richard Arthur, Hampton, Iowa; Mrs. 0. K. Dick, Iowa 
Falls, Iowa; Miss Ida M. Evans, Marshalltown, Iowa; Miss Mar­
garet Lomy, Jesup, Iowa; Miss Margaret A. Mueller, Iowa City, 
Iowa; Mrs. E. R. 0' eill, Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. A. H. Pickford, 
Des Moine , Iowa; Mrs. Ada Rippe arley, Baltimore, Maryland; 
Mr. M. F. Donegan, Davenport, Iowa; 1:iss Myrtle June Gabriel­
son, orris, Tennes ee; Ir. Knut P. Gohlmann, Clinton, Iowa; 
Mrs. Zoe S. Heinze, Cedar Rapid , Iowa; Mr. . L. Kimball, New­
ton, Iowa; Mr. W. J. McConnell, Mediapolis, Iowa· and Mrs. Glenn 

peight, est Branch, Iowa. 
The following have been enrolled as life members of the Society: 

Mr. E. L. Kirkpatrick, Washington, D. . ; Mr. f. H. Driftmier, 
henandoab, Iowa; and Miss Lucille A. Peterson, ouncil Bluffs, 

Iowa. 




