
HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 

Governor Henry Horner has presented his Lincoln library to the 
State Historical Library of Illinois. It will be housed in the Cen
tennial Building at Springfield and will be known as '' The Henry 
Horner Lincoln Collection". 

The State Historical Society of Missouri held its thirty-fourth 
annual meeting at Columbia on May 21, 1940. State Senator George 
A. Rozier, vice president of the Society, presided. ine trustees 
were elected for a term of three years. Resolutions of appreciation 
were adopted in honor of Walter B. Stevens, Dulany Mahan, and 
E. M. Violette, who died during the year. Floyd C. Shoemaker, 
the secretary, presented his report. Dr. T. D. Clark, of the Uni
versity of Kentucky, gave an address at the dinner on "Manners 
and Humors of the American Frontier". 

The Maumee Valley International Historical Convention was held 
at Toledo, Ohio, on September 27, 1940, Fort Wayne on September 
28th, and Defiance on September 29th. Professor Carl Wittke de
livered an address at Toledo on '' Good Will on Ancient Battle
grounds''. The Canadian response was given by the Hon. Louis 
Blake Duff. At Fort Wayne the program included an address by 
D. R. Clyde Ford, President of the Michigan Historical Society on 
the subject "Our Glamorous History", a talk by Bishop oil on 
"Early Catholic History of Fort Wayne", and an address by Dr. 
Randolph G. Adams on "The Harmar Papers". The Sunday pro
gram at Defiance included an address by Dr. William W. Sweet on 
'' Religion and the Westward March''. 

The Illinois State Historical Society held its forty-first annual 
meeting on May 9-11, 1940. The meeting opened at Carbondale 
and included a trip to Jonesboro, Mound City, and Cairo. The pro
gram included the following papers: "An Illinois Scientist's 
Thrilling Adventures in Arctic Exploration", by James A. James, 
president of the Society; "Egypt's Cultural Contributions", by 
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G. mith; "River That :I t in Egypt", by Barbara Burr 
Hubb · "Robert G. Inger oll", by . H. ramer; " outhern Illi
noi : Typical merican felting Pot'', by Ro coe Pulliam; and 
" 'Black Jack' LoO'an ", by Lloyd Lewi . The following officers 
wer lect d: lint lay Tilton, pre ident · John H. llauberg, 
Theodore . Pea mith, Wayne . Town! y, and Er

iden · and Paul M. ngle, secretary-trea-
urer. 

IOW 

peaker at the meetin of the dair County Ili torical ociety 
held in the r enfield city park were Ivan R. fill , Republican 
nominee for R pre entative and the Re erend A. . 1oore, of Fon
tanelle. Dr. R. H. Gregory of Fontanelle wa r elected president 
for the new ear and fr . J. . Barr wa named ecretary. 

n old ettler ' proO'ram wa held in connection with the Van 
Buren-Jeffe on county fair on ugust 7th. hairman of the 
event wa illiam fichael who spoke on "Iowaville Black Hawk 

ity and elma". The program also included a talk on "The Old 
County Fair" by fr . am Wolfe. 

The Warren ounty Ili torical ociety ha purcha ed new quip
ment for the pre ervation of county record . n organized earch 
is beinO' made for record of chools, railroad , church , ta.ge
coache , and other feature of early county hi tory. . Briggs 
is pre ident of the orO'anization; Don L. Berry, vice pre ident; 
Be se Ma on Elli , er tary; and F. P. Hender on, trea urer. 

Organization of a committ e in Iowa ity to manage the re
modeling and pre rvation of the Robert Luca home under the 
upervi ion of the tat on ervation ommi ion ha taken place. 

An allotment of 3500 to acquire the home ha recently been made 
by the Legi lative Interim ommittee, conting nt upon the rai ing 
of an additional 1500 by the local community. The two-story 
brick home tead, with it circular tairca e of black walnut, was 
fir t occupied by Governor Luca in 1 44 during Iowa' Terri
torial day . 
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Tipton celebrated its centennial under the pon or hip 0£ the 
Greater Tipton Club on July 3 and 4, 1940. Highlights 0£ the pro
gram on July 4th were numbers by bands and orchestras, an old
time :fiddlers' contest, a parade, animal circus and boxing conte t. 
An hi torical pageant wa presented in the evening. An armada 0£ 
sixty airplanes was a special feature 0£ the celebration. Whiskers, 
bustles, and sunbonnets emphasized the centennial spirit. 

The State Executive Council has granted $10,000 for the restora
tion 0£ old Fort Atkin on under the supervi ion 0£ the tate Con
servation Commi ion. A stone blockhouse and part 0£ a stone bar
racks are all that remain 0£ the fort, which originally included log 
barrack , a stockade, a school and several other buildings. Con
struction i planned to permit a centennial celebration later in the 
year. Pro£. . Reque of Luther College has been appointed to 
conduct the hi torical research. 

Officers 0£ the Ringgold County Historical Society reelected for 
the year 1940-1941 are a follows: John E. Freeland, pre ident; 
Arthur S. Palmer, vice pre ident; Vera F. Dickens, secretary; and 
C. D. Allyn, treasurer. Dr. H. A. Mueller, pre ident 0£ the Madi
son County Hi torical ociety, gave the annual addre sat the meet
ing 0£ the Ringgold ociety. The "Old Timers' Reunion" was 
held at Mount Ayr on July 1 th. Principal speaker on the occa
sion wa B. W. Garrett, who e address centered on the hi tory of 
Ringgold County and Iowa in general. 

The celebration 0£ the one hundredth anniver ary 0£ the laying 
0£ the cornerstone 0£ the Territorial Capitol 0£ Iowa began on 
July 3, 1940, with a niver ity Graduate College lecture by Pro
fe or Loui Pelzer. The ubject of the addre was " tones and 
Builders of Old Capitol". 

On Thursday, July 4 1940, the ceremony 0£ laying the corner
stone was re-enacted on the University of Iowa campus at Iowa 
City, where the Old Capitol till stands. Participants representing 
the persons who took part in the original event wore the co tumes 
0£ the early period. Following a picnic dinner on the grounds, the 
program was opened by the Iowa City High School Band led by 
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William Gower. The invocation wa given by the Rev. Elmer E. 
Dierks who impersonated the Rev. . R. Gardner. Improvi ations 
of the various remark and addr e made by the pioneer partici
pant were written by Dr. J. . wi her of the tate Hi torical o

ciety. Tho e of Chaunc y wan were given by Dr. Fore t C. En
sign of the tate niver ity. Philander Lee, who o-ave reading, 
wa represented by ttorney Edward F. Rate. Then Dr. Ensign 
a Chauncey wan depo ited the box in the corner tone. Prayer 
wa offered by the Rev. P. J. 0 'Reilly, impersonating Father an
hagan. Attorney Edward . Luca , great-grand on of the Terri
torial Governor, laid the corner ton repre enting overnor Lucas 
who had done thi a hundred year ago. Ile then delivered a bort 
addres , repre enting Governor Luca . Imper onation of the Rev . 

. R. Gardner and Father anbagan again appear d in the de
livery of an oration and for the benediction. Justice Frederic M. 
Miller of the Iowa upreme ourt then addressed the as embly. 

ome twenty-eight toa ts were given, repeating tho e offered on the 
occa ion a century ago, int -r per ed with group inging. The tate 
Hi torical ociety and the Johnson oun y Old ttler ' A socia
tion collaborated in thi r production of the vent of Independence 
Day at Iowa ity in 1 40. 

THE STATE HISTORICAL OCIETY OF IOWA 

The State Hi torical ociety bas recently i ued the econd vol
ume of Iowa Pioneer Foundations, by eorge F. Parker. This is 
one of the Iowa entennial Hi tory erie . 

Dr . Ruth allaber A ociate Editor of The tate Hi torical 
ociety of Iowa, gave a talk before Pilgrim hapt r of the D. A. R. 

at Iowa City on eptember 14, 1940. Iler subject was '' Iowa and 
World History". 

The Board of urator of The tate Hi torical ociety ha named 
Mi Ethyl E. Martin, formerly As i tant uperintendent, as u
perintendent of the Society. Dr. John Ely Brigg , formerly editor 
of The Palimpse t wa appointed Editor. The two positions were 
held by Dr. B nj. F . hambaugh from 1907 until hi death on 
April 7, 1940. 
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Dr. J. A. Swisher and Dr. William J. Petersen of The State His
torical ociety journeyed to Des Moines on August 27th to confer 
with the Interim Committee of the Iowa General .Assembly on the 
problem of acquiring and pre erving the Robert Lucas home at 
Iowa City. Built in 1844 by the first Governor of the Territory of 
Iowa, the home is one of the most historic in all Iowa. 

Dr. William J. Peter en, Re earch .A sociate of The State H~ 
torical Society, gave two lectures on the l\,fis issippi River before 
the .American Institute of ature Studies at McGregor on August 
11th and 12th. On .Augu t 29th he spoke to the Iowa City Rotary 
Club on Robert Luca . He spoke on the same subject before the 
Ma onic Luncheon lub at Iowa City on eptember 6th. On Sep
tember 19th he gave an illustrated lecture on '' Steamboating on 
the pper Mi si ippi'' before the Rock Island County Historical 
Society at the Archie Allen Camp at Port Byron. On September 
2 th Dr. Peter en delivered the pre idential address before the Iowa 
Author Club at Des Moine . His subject was: "Tall Tales of the 
l\fis i ippi River". 

The following per ons have recently been elected to membership 
in the ociety: l\fr. James Bannister, Chicago, Illinois; Mr. Walter 
C. Bender, Des Moine, Iowa; Mr. E. C. Bergmann, Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa; Mr. Weldon J. Brown, Boone, Iowa; Dr. A. W. Bryan, Iowa 

ity, Iowa; Mr. Geo. A. Carlson, Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. Frank W. 
Carpenter, De Moines, Iowa; Mr. Edwin J. Fri k, Des Moines, 
Iowa; l\,fi Margaret Gillmor, Tucson, .Arizona; Mr. Vergene Hor -
ley, Laurens, Iowa; Mr. Arlin J. Kehe, Denver, Iowa; l\Ir. Kenneth 
F. Mill ap, Bloomfield, Iowa; Mr. Ole H. Olson, Marengo, Iowa; 
Mr. A. F. Pape, Templeton, Iowa; Miss Iverne Wick, a hua, Iowa; 
Mi Dorothy L. Zenge, Canton, M:i ouri; i ter fary Margaret 
.Alacoque, . Buena Vista, Iowa; Mr. Fred C . .Armstrong, .Atlantic, 
Iowa; Mr. Geo. T. Carson, Moulton, Iowa; Sister Mary Rita Clare, 
Bancroft, Iowa; Mi arah Marie Davi , Wa hington, Iowa; i ter 
Mary Ermelinde, Dyersville, Iowa; Dr. George H. Gallup, Prince
ton, ew Jer ey; Miss Betty A. Hall, Mt. Plea ant, Iowa; Mr. D. D. 
Knight, Mt. Plea ant, Iowa; Mrs. Bernard L. words, Iowa City, 
Iowa; Mr. John H. True, Davenport, Iowa; Mr . l\Iabel C. Veith, 
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Keokuk, Iowa; 1r . Alice M:. Boyd, Tingley Iowa; i ter M. Helen 
arey Dubuque, Iowa; Mi El ie I. rane, Cedar Falls, Iowa; 

Mr. V. W. Flickinger, De Moine , Iowa; Ir. larence Gardner, 
Tipton, Iowa · Mr . William Griffin, River ide, Iowa; Mr. George 
Hall Iowa ity, Iowa; Mis Marian Harri , Morning Sun, Iowa; 
Mrs. Jean Henderson, Arispe, Iowa; Mr. Donald L. Hoth, Iowa 

ity, Iowa; Mr. Robert D. Jackson, Des foines, Iowa; Mr. E. 0. 
ewell, Burlington, Iowa; Mi Ro e Reusser, Des Moine , Iowa; 

fr. Richard A. Snyder, River ide, Iowa; 1i Leona Strackbein, 
Lowden, Iowa; Mi s Muriel Tvedt, Montour, Iowa; Mr. J. 
Wright, Keokuk, Iowa; l\Ii s J ean I. Burrough, Springville, 
Iowa; Mis Eva Kazebeer, Rusell, Iowa; and Mr. Julius Kunz, 
We ley, Iowa. 

The following have been enrolled as life member of the ociety : 
Mr. John H. Goeppinger, Boone, Iowa; Dr. John W. Billingsley, 

ewton, Iowa; fr. W.W. Bla ier, Je up, Iowa; Mrs. M. U. Chesire, 
Mar halltown, Iowa; fr. H. W. Chittenden, Burlington, Iowa; 
Mr. H. C. ook, Ame Iowa· Mr. orman L. Cotton, Lone Rock, 
Iowa; Mr. H. E. DeReus, Knoxville, Iowa; l\Ir. arl II. Erbe, Ce
dar Falls, Iowa; Lt. Col. Philip B. Fleming, t. Paul, Minnesota; 
Mi l\Iarjorie . Graham, Chicago, Illinois; Dr. R. . Gro man, 
Mar hall town, Iowa; Judge Thos. J. Guthrie, Des Moine , Iowa; 
Mr. Jame W. Hook, ew Haven, Connecfcut; Mr. William G. 
Kerr, Grundy Center, Iowa· Dr. J. W. Laird, It. Plea ant, Iowa; 

Ir. L. E. Linnan, Algona, Iowa; fr. W. 1\1. Rosen, Ogden, Iowa; 
fr. Earle D. Ro , Ames, Iowa; Mr. P. Edward auerwein, Keo

kuk, Iowa; Dr. R. H. olland, Iowa City, Iowa; Mr. Harry W. 
Voltmer, Greenca tle, Indiana; 1\1r. Lewi H. Brown, Greenwich, 

onnecticut; and Dr. Clarence I. Thoma , Guthrie Center, Iowa. 




