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Dr. Dan E. lark, who rved a ociate Editor of the State 
Ili torical oci y of Iowa from 1911 to 1 1 , and bas been Pro
f or of Hi tor at the niver ity of r gon since 1921, ha re
c ntly be n appoint d bead of the department. 

J. Hyatt Downin()' a re ident of ioux ity, i the author of a 
nov 1 ioux City. It -v a publi Led by G. P. Putnam & ons. Al
though fr. Downing ha publi h d two other bi torical novel , 
tbi i the first one with an Iowa background. He wa born at 
Hawarden Iowa, but the family lat r moved to outh Dakota. 

harle W . torms, former Auditor of tate, di d in D foine 
on Februar 1.,, 1940 He wa born at Fort fadi on on October 
12 1 70 and wa in bu ine and in politic there until 1932 when 
be wa elected tate uditor. Following hi retir ment from tbi 
office he erved a one of the commi ioners to adjust the Iowa
:\Ii ouri boundary line. 

Jam B. Weaver, Jr., an Iowa attorney and a pioneer in 
many civic activitie died at hi home in De Moine on l\Iay 11, 
1940. fr. eaver wa the on of General Jame Baird eaver of 

ivil War fame and a pre id ntial a pirant on the reenback and 
Populi t ticket in 1 0 and 1 9 . Jame Bellamy Weaver wa 
born at Bloomfield, Iowa, on Augu t 19, 1 61. lie attended the 
common chool and the outhern Iowa ... ormal and cientific In-
titute at Bloomfield and the law cbool at th tate niversity of 

Iowa where be wa graduated in 1 2. He practiced law in Des 
:Moine for more than fifty year pecializing in corporation, bank
ing and real e tate law. Ieanwbile he wa active in many political 
and ocial intere t . He wa a member of the Iowa eneral 

mbly for three ion , from 1917 to 1923. He was a leader in 
the movement for good road in Iowa, and a loyal upporter of 
education in all it broader a pect . He wa a life member of the 
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State Hi torical ociety of Iowa, and a member of the Board of 
Curator from 1910 to 1920. 

Hamlin Garland, known a the "dean of American letters", died 
on l\farch 4, 1940, at Hollywood, alifornia. Although he wa not 
born in Iowa and spent almo t none of hi working years in this 

tate, Hamlin Garland wa a ociated with Iowa becau e he lived 
here for twelve year of his boyhood, visited and lectured here, and 
drew ome of hi material from Iowa and nearby tate . 

He wa born at We t alem, Wi con in, on eptember 16, 1 60. 
His family moved to Iowa in 1 69, living for a time in Winne hiek 

ounty and later in Iitchell ounty. t the aae of ixteen Ilamlin 
Garland entered the edar Valley eminary at O age, Iowa, pay
ing hi expen e by workina on a farm between term of chool. 
Hi Mai~Tr(lll.)elled Roads and the " Iiddle Bord r" book were 
ba ed on life in Wi con in and Iowa during thi period. Later 
Mr. Garland went ea t and then traveled exten ively, but hi repu
tation a a man of letter re to a great extent upon that portion 
of hi writing which reflect life in the middle we tern tates, par
ticularly Wi consin, Iowa, and Dakota. Three of hi mo t famous 
works, on of the Middle Border, A D{ll/lghter of th Middle 
Borde1·, and Trailmake1· of the Middle Border were laraely auto
bioaraphical. The author wa an important factor in the develop
ment of the "reali m" tendency in merican literature. In 1 99 
Hamlin Garland married Zulime 'faft a i ter of the culptor, 
Lorado Taft. 

In 190 , at the reque t of hi children, Profe or Nathan R. 
Leonard, for many year head of the D partment of l\fathemati 
and A tronomy in the tate niver ity of Iowa, at Iowa ity, wrote 
a brief ketch of hi early life in De Moine ounty, Iowa, and in 
thi ketch i the following account of the organization of the 
"Know othing" party in De l\foine ounty. 

"In politic my father and all hi people were Whig . About 
1 50 the slavery que tion created erious divi ion in thi party. 
Father wa omewhat con ervative, but grandfather and ncle 
Aaron openly espou ed the idea of the progre ive leader of the 
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day. Fath r wa 
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urr ptitiou I , I may a captured about th 
now o hina party, a aptur for whi h I wa 

" ithout hi knowled , or grandfath r' , I had join d the n w 
party whi h wa th n trictly a er t or anization. Having a 

r t ntiv m mor , i wa but a hort tim until I kn w by h art 
th ritual of th ord r th t diou and randiloq_u nt formulari 
for th initiation and in truction of m mb r , and all the re t of it, 
and wa mad a ort of fa totum for the or anization in tha part 

of th country. 
" Ian wer oon t on foot for a mov m nt , hich would w p 

our whole community into th n w part . In way too tediou to 
mention, w 17ot a man who tood well in the t m of uch men a 
m fath r fath r-in-law, and oth in th ommunity who though 
the , ere th mselv th 1 ad rs of th public ntim nt, and bad 
the int rvi w th m cautiou 1 and ply th m with 

ar!?'llm nt of th day in favor of th n w party or oci t . 
for a il than w bad xp ct d th y , r , on ov r and a r d 

to becom m mber of th party if, when prop rly nli ht n d, 
they con id r d it th ri ht thin to do. 

"I r memb r w 11 their initiation. It took plac in th old brick 
cad my building which i till tandina at l uth. Th candi

dat wer admitted into a littl n ryroom. Th re wa a lar 
cla of th m a many a th room would hold b • lo e pa kin . 
Fath r father-in-law, and oth r 1 adin men w r amon th m. 
Aft r waitin a uitabl 1 n th of tim th 'factotum' app ar 1, 
att nded by a youn"' man to hold a candl for him. You can ima -
ine how tho grav lderly m n looked, hen th y a, that youn<>' 
chap app ar in that rAle. Ilow v r th : f It th y maintain d a 
ort of quizzical il nc a th y w r rav ly a ]vi d a to om of 

the leadin"' principl of th order, but non of it , r t . Tb 
w r th n told that if aft r thi pr ntation of outlin th y till 
de ired initiation th formal cer mony would pro d in th ad
joinin<>' room. I£ not th y wer at lib rty to retir and keep to 
th ms lv a in honor bound, all that had th far b n divul d 
to them. 

' It wa a criti al mom nt. t fir t it m l po ible that th y 
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would ri up in rebellion, but the ituation bad ome philo ophical 
as well a comical f ature , and they finally concluded that they 
wer in for it whatever it wa , and bowed in acquie cence to the 
olemn xhortation to prove themselve worthy to be countrymen 

of a hington and the immortal heroe of the Revolution. o they 
w re all initiated. t the next lection, men nominated in the e
cr t council of the party, and not publicly proclaimed a candi
date were triumphantly lected, ma.king a clean weep of the 
county. 

'' That victory wa a urpri e to the ou iders. Grandfather wa 
not in the ecret, and wa the implacable enemy of ecret ocietie , 
but he never aid a word to me about it. He wa wi e enough to 
ee what it would lead to, and was ati fled. 

' What tran pired in our county wa transpiring everywhere. 
The new party grew like Jonah' aourd, but it wa formed of such 
incornrruou material that it continued exi tence wa impo ible. 
However, it was the mean of emancipating a large mas of men 
from allegiance to an old and honorable party, and thus made it 
po ible for the new Republican party which tarted about the 
ame time to attain a wonderfully rapid growth; for this rea on, 

if for no other, the 'Know othing' party de erve mention in a 
hi tory of these time . " 



0 TRIBUTOR 

RuTH • GALLAHER, ociate Editor of the tate Hi tori-
cal ociety of Iowa. ( ee THE low A J OUR AL OF HISTOR D 

POLITIC , October, 1939, p. 440.) 

ER EST LEMENT, Floral Park, ew ork. Born at 
Dubuque, Iowa, on February 21, 1 60. Educated in the (old) 

niversity of hicago (B. . in 1 0; 1. . in 1 3). Mem
ber of P i p ilon, Phi Beta Kappa. Teacher in U. S. ., 
1 1- 1 7, 1 91-1 95; teacher of Engli h in Japan, 1 7-
1 91, 1 95-1927 (retired). Twice cting-Interpreter 
Legation, Tokyo. Librarian, ecretary and Vice President of 
the A iatic ociety of Japan. Special corre pondent Chicago 
Record and Daily ews, l 95-1920. Editor Japan Evangelist, 
1 99-1909. uthor of -variou work (book , article , etc.) on 
things Japane e. 
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