
HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 

The Minne ota Hi torical ociety has recently appointed Dr. 
Arthur J. Larsen Superintendent of the Society and Dr. Lewis 
Bee on acting head of the newspaper department. 

The Dousman Park Museum at Villa Louis, Prairie du Chien, 
Wi consin, was dedicated on May 1 and 19, 1940. Villa Louis 
was built by Louis Domman, a son of Hercules L. Dousman, a pio­
neer fur-trader along the Mi i ippi River. 

The Wi cousin Academy of cience , Arts and Letter , The Wis­
consin Archeological ociety, and the Wisconsin Museums Confer­
ence held a joint meeting at O hko h on larch 29 and 30, 1940. 
A large number of papers were pre ented. 

The Loui iana Hi torical ociety held a monthly meeting on 
March 26, 1940, at ew Orleans. The annual addre s of the Pre i­
dent was given by Edward Alexander Par ons. The meeting on 
April 30th had for its program "The First Hundred Years of the 
Loui iana Hi torical Society". 

The twenty-first annual Indiana Hi tory Conference was held 
at Indianapolis on December and 9, 1939. At the ame time the 
Indiana Historical Society held its annual bu ine s meeting. Eli 
Lilly of Indianapoli wa elected pre ident, hri topher B. Cole­
man, also of Indianapoli , secretary, and John G. Rauch, trea urer. 

The Texa tate Hi torical A ociation held its forty-fourth an­
nual meeting at Austin on April 26 and 27, 1940. mong the pa­
per pre ented were: "The Knights of the Golden ircle", by C. A. 
Bridges; and "Texas in the World War", by Ralph W. teen. 
The Junior Historians held their fir t annual meeting at the same 
time. 

The nineteenth annual meeting of the Central tates Branch 
merican Anthropological A ociation and the fifth annual meet-
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corresponding ecretary; Mr . . M. L. Zoeller, recording secretary; 
and 0. S. Bower, treasurer. 

l\fr . Willi Miller, State genealogical chairman of the D. A. R., 
has recently completed the thirty-third and the thirty-fourth of a 
series of volume of county records in Iowa. The e two volumes 
contain marriage records of Ca County, a directory of the City 
of Atlantic in 1 0-1 1, grave records of soldiers buried in Cass 
County, and other records. 

The 26th annual meeting of the Madi on County Hi torical So­
ciety was held at Winter et on April 16, 1940. Judge W. S. Cooper 
read a paper on "Hi tory of the Courts and the Judge "and Mr. 
Ora Williams, Curator of the tate Department of Hi tory and 
Archive at Des Moines, gave an addre s on '' Roads and Politics''. 
The following officer were reelected for 1940 : Herman Mueller, 
president; Mrs. Fred Lewi , ecretary, and Mr . F. P. Hart ook, 
treasurer. 

All Fayette County joined in the celebration of the centennial 
of its first white ettlement. Plans centered around three chief 
events: centennial ermon on Sunday, May 26th, the dedication of 
the D. A. R. memorial at the site of the Franklin Wilcox cabin, the 
first in the county, on June 2nd, and the presentation of the his­
torical pageant at Fayette on two eveninO's in the la t week of June. 
Dr. Virgil C. Welch wa chairman of the general executive commit­
tee of the county' centennial. 

As a project of the Work Projects Admini tration, some fifty­
seven per ons have been employed in twenty Iowa counties prepar­
ing city and county guide books. Tho e already published include 
Cedar Rapid , Dubuque, Burlington, McGregor, and E therville. 
All have been printed by local sponsors. A guide book for Van 
Buren County, oon to be published, i :financed by the American 
Legion organization of that county. W. P. A. employees have also 
transcribed the diary of Dr. J. l\'L Shaffer, a Keokuk physician, 
whose daily record from 1 50 to 1913 contains some detailed history 
of early Keokuk and of the per onalities of the days when Keokuk 
was one of the mo t colorful town on the Mi i ippi. 
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THE TATE HI TORICAL OCIETY OF IOWA 

Dr. J. A. wi her, Re earch ociate of the tate Hi torical 
ociety of Iowa, gave the high chool commencement addre at 
elma on fay 16, 1940. Ili ubject wa '' R-eady for Promotion . 

On fay 21 t he poke to the Kiwani lub at Iowa ity on " Ro­
mance in Iowa Hi tory". During April and lay, Dr. wi her 
made everal trip over central and northeastern Iowa to obtain 
data on arly mill for a volume on '' Old Water Mill of Iowa''. 
He al o verified the in cription on om marker of hi toric site . 

The tate Hi torical oci ty of Iowa ha recently received from 
Charle fa on Remey a number of man cript volumes which he 
edited and arranged. The include ix volume of Life and Let­
te1·s of Rear Admiral George Collier Remey nited tates avy 
1 41-192 ; sixteen volume of Life and Lett rs of Charles Mason 
Chief Jit,Stice of Iowa 1 04-1 2~· and twelve volume of the Life 
and L etters of Mary Josephine Mason Remey Wife of Rear Ad­
miral George Collier R emey Daughter of Chief Jitstice Charle 
Ma on 1 45-193 . harle Ma on R-emey, the compiler and editor 
of the e manu cript volumes, i a grand on of harle Ma on and a 
on of Rear dmiral Remey and Jo ephine Mason Remey. 

Dr. William J. Pet en, Research ociate of the tate Hi 
torical ociety poke before the Iowa ity ~Ia on.ic Luncheon lub 
on March 1, 1940, on the ubject, "Tall Tal of the '.Ii i ippi ". 
On March 13th he oave the ame addre to the Iowa ity Lions 
Club and on March 29th pre ented the ame pap r to a group of 
the American College of Phy ician at their mectino- in Iowa ity. 
Dr. Peter en wa r cently appointed to the Alvord l\Iemorial om­
mi ion, a committee of nine hi torians having juri diction ov r 
the funds and publication policie of the lvord Memorial. On 
June 14, 1940 Dr. Petersen will take a leave of ab ence from the 

tate Historical ociety in order to teach a cour e in '' Re ent 
American Hi tory'' at Wa hington niver · ty t. Loui . 

The following per on have recently been elected to member hip 
in the ociety: Mr. Edward Bartow, Iowa ity, Iowa; l\Ir. P. H. 
Cle , Des Moine , Iowa; Mi Della Jane Rhoade , Mar halltown, 
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Iowa; Mr. John P. von Lackum, r., Waterloo, Iowa; Mr. Paul 
Bekins Sioux City, Iowa; Mi Minnie E. Hamilton, Iowa City, 
Iowa; Mr. Edw. Leemkuil, Primghar, Iowa; Mr. Abner L. Long, 
Algona, Iowa; Mr. David Long, Blockton, Iowa; Mr. K. C. Mowery, 
Ottumwa, Iowa; Mr. James H. mith, Cedar Rapid, Iowa; Mr. 
Robert Connor, De Moine , Iowa; Mr. Charle J. Crowe, Daven­
port, Iowa; Mr. Frank T. Darrow, Riverside, Illinoi ; Mr. Ralph . 
Grundman, Pella, Iowa; Mr. Van B. Hayden, Keokuk, Iowa; Mr. 
F. R. Kappel, Omaha, ebraska; Mr. Marion L. Shugart, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; Mrs. A. H. Trader, Prairie City, Iowa; Mr. John 
Tumelty, Keokuk, Iowa; Mr. Ralph Whitney, Britt, Iowa; Mr. 
John H. Wilson, Davenport, Iowa. 


