
OTES AND COMMENT 

C. Colfax mith, State Senator for Butler and Bremer counties 
ince 1936, and physician at Waterloo for thirty-five year , died on 

December 3, 1939, at Clark ville, Iowa. enator Smith was born in 
Adair County on ovember 28, 1 6 . He served one term in the 
lower hou e before hi election as Senator. 

The fiftieth annual meeting of the Iowa Library As ociation was 
held at Des Moines on October 15-17, 1939. A feature of the pro­
gram wa the award of the plaque for the outstanding literary work 
of the year to Dr. Frank L. Mott for his three volume on A His­
tory of Americam Magazines. Mr. Jessie B. Gordon of Iowa City 
wa elected president for 1940. Burlington wa cho en as the meet­
ing place for the 1940 convention, with district meetings at Garner, 
Indianola, henandoah, Fairfield, and Sioux City. 

Fred Sargent, prominent profe ional and busine man, died in 
Evan ton, Illinoi , on February 4, 1940. Mr. Sargent was born in 
1 76 at Akron, Iowa, a town founded by hi father, Edgar Wesley 

argent. He received a law degree from the tate Univer ity of 
Iowa, and after a period of private practice and a city attorney of 
Sioux City, he became attorney for the Rock Island Railroad at 
Des Moine , where he was also a member of the law firm of argent, 
Gamble and Read. He became pre ident of the orth We tern 
railway in 1925, a position which he held until May, 1939. At the 
time of hi death be wa a director of everal companie in Illinoi . 
He wa al o a tru tee of orthwe tern Univer ity and ornell 
College. 

Ca siu C. Dowell, dean of the Iowa delegation in the national 
House of Repre entative , died at Wa hington D. C., on February 
4, 1940, at the age of eventy-six. Repre entative Dowell was born 
near Summer et, Warren County, Iowa, on February 29, 1 64. He 
attended Simp on College and graduated from the College of Lib­
eral Art and the Law College of Drake University. He erved in 
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the Iowa Hou e of Repre entative between 1894 and 1898 and in 
the State enate from 1902 to 1912. He continued to practice law 
from the time of hi admi ion to the bar in 1888 until his election 
to Congress in 1915. He rved in the national House of Repre­
sentatives continuou ly from that year till 1934, and again from 
1936 until his death. In 192 Mr. Dowell married Miss Belle I. 
Riddle. The accompli hment in which Mr. Dowell took the gr ate t 
pride a legislator wa his work, a hairman of the ommittee on 
Roads, in laying the foundation of the Federal highway system. 

Beryl F. Carroll's long life of public ervice clo ed on December 
16, 1939, with his death at Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Carroll was 
the fir t native Iowan to be elected as Governor of the State, serv­
ing in that office from 1909 to 1913. s a young man he taught 
school and later entered politic . He erved in the tate enate 
from 1 96 to 1 9 , and wa tate Auditor from 1903-1909. Beryl 
F. Carroll was born in Da is County, Iowa, on March 15, 1 60. 
He attended the orthern Mi ouri State ormal College at Kirks­
ville, Missouri, and the outhern Iowa or al School at Bloom­
field. Simp on College conferred an LL. D. degree upon him in 
1909. In 1 6, Mr. arroll married Miss Jennie Dod on. In addi­
tion to the tate offices he ha held, the former Governor was a 
delegate to the Republican ational onvention in 1912, in which 
he supported Taft. Following his reti ement as Governor, Mr. 
Carroll became a ociated with hi on Paul in the Carroll Invest­
ment Company in Des Moines. 



CO TRIBUTORS 

LUELLA 11. RIGHT, i tant Profe or of Engli h, tate 
Univer ity of Iowa. ee TIIE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND 

POLITICS, October, 1936, p. 460.) 

REDERIC MITH. R id nt of Keokuk, Iowa. Born at 
Keokuk on May 23, 1 . Educated in the public chools and 
at the niver ity of hicago ( two years). Telegraph editor of 
the Gate City, Keokuk. fember of on of the American Rev­
olution, the merican Legion, and life member of the tate 
Hi torical ociety of Iowa. 

HARLE W. RUIK HA K. Re ident of fount Pleasant, 
Iowa. Born on a farm in Franklin Town hip, Lee County, 
Iowa on larch 2- 1 63. Educated at Denmark Academy, 
Denmark, Iowa, -orthern Illinoi ormal ollege, Dixon, Illi­
noi , and at ornell olleO'e, Mt. ernon, Iowa. Taught in 
rural and village chool for four years; principal of Fort 
Madi on High chool, 1 91-1 97; uperintendent of the Fort 
Madi on chool 1 97-190 · and uperintendent of chools at 
Mount Plea ant from 190 until hi retirem nt in 1937, after 
:fifty year of en·ice in the chool of hi native tate. 
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