
HISTORIC L CTIVITIES 

.A law enacted by the Minnesota legislature in 1939 require a 
license for archaeological explorations in that State. 

The tate Hi torical Society of Wisconsin held its annual meet­
ing at Madison on October 19, 1939. .A conference on local his­
torical societies and one on genealogical research were held in the 
morning. The bu iness meeting occurred in the afternoon. Four­
teen curators were elected. 

The mid-year meeting of the Mi is ippi alley Historical .As o­
ciation was held at Washington, D. C., on December 2 , 29, 30, 
1939. The meeting on Thursday afternoon was devoted to "The 
Role of the Railroads in .American Development''. It included the 
following paper : "The Railroads a a Social Force", by Richard 
C. Overton; "The Railroads a an Economic Force", by Leland H. 
Jenks; and "The Railroads and the cope of Government .Activ­
ity", by Edward G. Campbell. The address at the dinner on Fri­
day evening, December 29th, was '' Some Reflections on .American 

eutrality", by Jame Phinney Baxter. The thirty-third annual 
meeting of the .A ociation will be held at Omaha, ebraska, on 
May 2, 3, 4, 1940. 

The ninety-first annual meeting of the Minnesota Historical So­
ciety was held at St. Paul on January 8, 1940. Papers and ad­
dresses were presented on the following subjects: "Popularizing 
the Work of the County Hi torical Society'', by Otto E. Wieland; 
"Financing a Local Historical 1u eum", by l\'Ics. Bunn T. Will-
on; "Housing a Local Hi tori cal Collection", by Horace W. Rob­

erts; ".A Handbook for Local Historical Workers", by .Arthur J. 
Larsen; '' The Great Seal of the tate of Minnesota'', by Mike 
Holm; ".A Literary Critic Looks at History", by James Gray; 
"President Bridgman and Hamline University", by Mrs. Fred G . 
.Atkinson; and "History in Science and Science in Hi tory ", by 
Elvin C. Stakman. 
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The ixty-fifth annual m eting of the tate Hi torical ociety of 
fichigan wa held at Lansing on ovember 16, 1939. Prof or 

Edward . Dimn nt, pr ident of the ociety, presided at the 
morning e ion. The report of ecretary George . Fuller and the 
lection of trustee were feature of thi meeting. Dr. De Lamarter 
ave an addr on "Education with Ethical on tent". The after­

noon program includ d remini cences by ov rnor Dickinson; 
"l\Iedical Practice in Ilor e and Bu gy Day ", by Dr. Rush 
Mc air· and letter from 1ichigan to England, written in the 
1 40 , r ad by rla B. Taylor. n illu trated travel talk, by 

amuel H. Ranck, followino- a route of Father l\Iarquette, wa the 
chief f eatur of the evening proITTam. 

The :Minne ota Hi torical ociety celebrated th ninetieth anni­
versary of it foundino- on ctober 20, 1939. luncheon at the t. 
Paul thletic lub, a tea in the former home of Governor Ramsey, 
and an v ning meeting in the Hi torical Building were feature 
of the program. The principal peaker at the luncheon wa Mr. 
Ralph Budd, pre ident of the hicago Burlin ton, and Quine 
Railroad, who poke on "Th Ili torical ociety and the ommu­
nity". Ir. Budd wa born in Waterloo, Iowa. Dr. Theodore 
Blegen o-av the principal addre at the evenino- meeting, taking 
a hi ubj ct "Ballad and ongs of Immigrant and Pioneer". In 
the pr entation of ome candinavian ballad Dr. Bl gen wa 
a i ted by fi Leona cheunemann. 

The American Hi torical ociation held it fifty-fourth annual 
m etino- at the fayflow r Hotel, Wa hington, D. ., on December 
2 , 29 30, 1939. 1any other hi torical ocietie and a ociation 
held me tin at the same time and place. u ual the program 
included a numb r of meeting at the ame time o that the number 
of pape and addre pre ented wa large. Iowan on the pro-
o-ram included Earle D. Ro of the Iowa ollege at me 
who read a paper on "The Land-Grant olleo-e: Democratic 

daptation' ', and . de Kiewiet of the nive ity of 
Iowa Iowa ity who wa chairman of the m etino- di cu ing Lib­
erali m in England. Max Farrand of the Henry E. Huntington 
Library wa elected pre ident for 1940, Jam e tfall Thomp on 
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of the niversity of alifornia b came fir t vice pre ident and 
Arthur M. chle inger of Harvard Univ r ity second vice pre i­
dent. The executive cretary i onye Read of the niver ity of 
Penn ylvania. 

IOWA 

The city planning and zoning commi ion of De foine i taking 
tep toward erectin"' a uitable memorial at the ite of old Fort 

Des Moine at the junction of the Raccoon and De Moines river . 

The John far hall hapter of the on of the American Revolu­
tion recently depo ited in the ioux City rchive the memoranda 
prepared by person who enli ted at ioux ity for ervice in the 
World War. 

The Polk ounty Hi torical Society celebrated the ninety-fourth 
anniver ary of Polk ounty at its m eting on January 17, 1940. 
The principal part of the program wa the paper presented by Mrs. 
Fred Heaton Hunter, on the ubject "Women Pioneer of Polk 
County". 

A tract of wooded land compnsmg eighty-five acre , lying in 
layton ounty at the junction of the Turkey and Mis i ippi 

rivers ha been pre ented by a group of Dubuque ounty citizens 
to the tate of Iowa. It contain ome fifty- even Indian mound . 

ome time ago a movement was begun to make this area a national 
park. 

Davi County i collecting data on former oldier buried in 
Davis County cemeterie , with a view to placing uitable marker 
on the grave . Information so far collected covers data on some 
6 5 oldiers, who did ervice in the War of 1 12, the Black Hawk 
War, the fexican War, the ivil War, and the World War. 

The J a per County Hi tori cal Society has completed initial plans 
for a county hi tory, to be compiled and publi bed with the cooper­
ation of the Federal Writers' Project. The committe in charge of 
the work are B. C. Berg, uperintendent of the Newton school , 
Ellen Hartnett, county superintendent of schools, and Blanche 
Maytag ewton librarian. 
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Elton niver ity i ecuring ome information 
from per ons in age Iowa, for a biography of Hamlin arland 
now in preparation. IIamlin arland once attended the edar 

alley eminary at age. The arly manu crip of Mr. ar-
land' book constitut a valuabl collection items from which 
variou univer itie are ecuring for their llbrarie ' . 

The Id D ounty Hi torical ociety recently filed 
articl of incorporation. The incorporator ar Torval Prugh . 

. T. lenn F. ray I . Erwin II. IIertzler, and J. 
Tracy arr tt. IIeadquarter are at Burlin!rton. The office 
Dr. . T. mith, pre id nt; J. Tracy Garrett vice pre ident; I . 
E. II. Hertzler, cretary; and ·orval Pru0 h trea urer. Iember-
hip i drawn from outbea tern Iowa countie wluch were once 

includ d in the old De l\Ioine ounty. 

Two hundr d and fifty members of the D l\Ioin Pioneer lub 
O'atb red for the reunion at IIotel Fort De Ioine for i forty­
ixth anniv r ry me tin on January 20, 1940. monll" the peak­
r on the proll"ram wer ddi on 1. Parker, the pre ident, and 

II. H. Polk, who poke on ' Early e l\Iome ' . The new office 
of the Pioneer lub are Vine n tarzinger, pre ident; H. H. Polle. 
vice pr . ident, and For t Hutt nlocher, ecretary-trea ur r. Pla 
ar b inll" con idered for the e tabli hment of a '' De l\Ioine Pio-
n er Day' or ''De l\Ioin an annual event. 

John II. ailey ha be n appointed a i ·tant direc or of the 
avenport ublic Iu um. l\Ir. Bailey cam from Burlinll"ton, 

\ rmont where for the pa t two and on -hnlf yea he ha bad 
char e of the archeololl"ical exhibit at the Tnive ity of Yermont 
a well a at the mu eum at Fort Ticonderoll"a. II al o had pre­
vious e perience a a i tant in arch ology in the Iu eum of Art 
and ci nee a Roche ter ew York, and later a archeololl"i t for 
the hamplain \ alley rch ology ociety. In hi new work, l\Ir. 

ail y plan wider di emination of the valuable material of the 
mu eum through vi ual education tudie . 

TIIE ST TE III TORI \L O IETY OF IOWA 

Dr. Benj. F. hambaull"h, uperint ndent of the tate Hi torical 
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ociety of Iowa, deliv r d an addre on '' The Living Philosophy 
of Benjamin Franklin" before the Executives' Club of Chicago on 
January 12, 1940. The meeting was held in Hotel herman. 

Dr. William J . P ter en, Re arch As ociate of the State His­
torical ociety, poke before J e samine hapter, 0. E. ., of Iowa 

ity on January 25, 1940. His ubject was '' A Cruise on the 
Lower Mi i "ppi". On Februar 6th he spoke on "Tall Tale of 
the Mi i ippi" before the Iowa jty Chamber of ommerce. 

The following person have recently been elect d to membership 
in the ociety : Mr. John W. Beck, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mr. War­
r en 0. overt, Dav nport, Iowa; Ii Lenora K. Ilartmann, Ma­
rengo Iowa· Ir. Harry E. Rudel on, D Moin , Iowa; Mr. R. L. 
Livingston, a hington, Iowa; fr. . Living ton, a hington, 
Iowa; Mrs. Levi lye , Indianola, Iowa; fr. W. ard on, 
Keota, Iowa; Mr. J. . Rom a, Burn , yoming; fr. . hep-
herd Iowa City, Iowa; r. Herbert B. mith Iowa ity, Iowa; 
::\fr. L. E. as , Davenport, Io,va · Mr. R. K. Beatty, Davenport, 
Iowa; Mi Alice Belgarde Fayette, Iowa; lr. R. J. Blakel , Des 
Moine Iowa· Mr. Alden L. Doud, Doud , Iowa ; fr. Tom D. Horn, 
Iowa ity, Iowa· fr. Jay E. Keck, ioux ity, Iowa; Mr. 0. P. 
:Iorton, larion, Iowa· 1\Ir. Everett E. haefer, Io, a ity, Iowa; 

Mr. H. W. an Dor n, tkin , Iowa; fr. John von Lackum, Jr., 
Iowa ity, Iowa; Ir. R. Wagner Treynor, Iowa; and Mr. Dudley 
Weible Fore t ity, Iowa. 


