
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OF IOWA CITY 

One day in the autumn of 1839, a hor eman rode into 
Iowa ity, the capital-to-be of the Territory of Iowa. ews 
of his coming wa oon pa ed around and a small congre­
gation wa a embled in the two-story log cabin of Matthew 
Teneyck, on the southwe t corner of the inter ection of 
Iowa venue and Dubuque treet. There Reverend Jo­
seph L. Kirkpatrick, circuit rider of the Methodist Epi co­
pal hurch, preached what is said to have been the :first 
ermon deliver d in Iowa ity. What he aid wa not re­

corded, but hi vi it marks the beginning of the Methodist 
Epi copal Church of Iowa City. 

THE CHURCII BEHI D THE CIRCUIT RIDERS 

Before telling the tory of this Iowa ity church it may 
be well to pau e for a brief survey of the institution which 
sent him out.1 The Methodi t Epi copal hurch wa well 
adapted to pioneer condition ; it w:is born of the American 
Revolution and cradled on the frontier. But to understand 
it spirit and organization, one must go back to England 
for, trangely enough, the founder of this di tinctly Ameri­
can church wa a clergyman of the Church of England, a 
Tory, an opponent of the Republican movement, and a critic 
of the Revolution. 

For half a century John Wesley had ridden over England 
preaching to the neglected lower classes. His remedy for 
the ill of ociety wa an empha i on godly living, not 

1 The summary of the history and organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is ta.ken largely from Luccock and H utchinson's The Story of Meth­
odism. Mrs. E. H . Weber cont ributed valuable data on the Iowa City Church. 
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revolution. Tho e who accepted hi teaching he organized 
into '' cla es'' and '' ocieties'' for encouragement, in truc­
tion, and admonition, with cla s leader , lay preacher , and 
superintendent , all under his direction; but the e '' Ieth­
odists" a We ley and hi a ociate were called, at fir tin 
deri ion, were expected to apply to an ordained clergyman 
of the church to which each one belonged for the formal 
rites uch as bapti m and marriage. Thi divi ion of reli­
gious activitie worked fairl well in England, where most 
of the Methodi t were nominally member of the e tab­
lished church and an ordained clergyman of thi denomina­
tion wa to be found in each communit . 

But oon 1ethodi t began to emi 0 Tate to merica. ew 
societie were formed. To hepherd th e American Meth­
odist Wesley ent over a number of trained subordinates, 
but before their organization work wa well started, the 
Revolution began. Becau e of the clo e ties between the 
We leyan ocieties and the hurch of Eno-land, many of 
the Methodist leader w re under u picion and mo t of 
them returned to England. 

At the clo e of the Revolution it became evident even to 
John We ley, then an old man, that the 1ethodist societies 
in the new tates mu t be reorganized into a separate 
American church or the movement would die out. Reluc­
tantly Wesley gave hi con ent and approved two men to 
head the new church - Thoma oke, a wealthy and edu­
cated clergyman of the hurch of England, and Francis 
Asbury, son of a gardener, who had come up from the ranks 
of We ley' lay preacher . And oat hristma time, 1784, 
in Lovely Lane hapel, Baltimore, :Mar land, a new church 
was born and named " Iethodi t Epi copal ". The name 
was igni:ficant of its origin and its form of government. 
The order of wor hip and the twenty-four articles of re­
ligion prepared by John We ley were adopted. To these 
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the con£ erence added one pledging allegiance to the United 
States. But though the government of the church wa epis­
copal, at :first even autocratic, its spirit was democratic. 

ny person, rich or poor, educated or ignorant, good or 
bad, young or old, might hope to be ''converted'' and to 
receive assurance of forgivene s and future salvation. 

Wherever a few Methodists could be gathered tog·ether, 
there a cla s was organized with a class leader, for prayer, 
admonition, inging, and te timony. Whenev r a few Meth­
odi t took root, there a society wa fo med and a church 
wa built. To fo ter and organize the e unit , the church 
sent out the traveling preachers, each one with a hor e to 
ride and a Bible and hymnbook in hi addle-bag . These 
circuit riders often lacked formal education but they knew 
their Bibles and the church hymn , and knew how to ap­
peal to their frontier congregations. They kept pace with 
the march of settlement as it swept we tward across the 
Appalachian Mountains, down the Ohio River, and across 
the 1ississippi. Many of these men were noted for their 
loud peaking. (It wa aid of Richard wearingen, one of 
the early members of the Upper Iowa onference who at 
one time resided a _few mile from Iowa ity, that he "con­
verted" one man who li tened to him preaching at a camp 
meetin°· three mile away.) 

Behind the e minute men of the go pel wa an org·aniza­
tion capable of rapid and almo t unlimited expansion. The 
"general superintendent " We ley had appointed to head 
the new church became bi hops (in 1788) and the number 
gradually increa ed. Deci ions a to creed, di cipline, and 
organization were referred to a General or Quadrennial 
Conference, made up originally of mini terial delegates. 2 

Thi Quadrennial onf erence al o determined the number 
of bi hops and elected new one a needed. 

2 Lay delegates were not admitted into the General Conference until 1 72 and 
into the Annual Conference until 1932. 
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The territory covered by the Methodi t work was divided 
by the General Conference into '' annual conferences''. 
The ministers of each annual conference held meetings 
once each year at which one of the bishops presided. At 
these conferences, ca es of discipline were handled, prob­
lems of :finance were discussed, new mini ter ( deacon and 
elders) were ordained, and, :finally, the bi hop read the 
names of the preachers and their a ignment . n annual 
conferenc~ wa usually ubdivided into di trict , each with 
a presiding elder (now a district uperintendent), also ap­
pointed by the bishop. 

Local Methodist work might be organized into '' mi -
sions ", "circuits", or "station " mi ion wa often 
a large area in which Methodist ettler might be found or 
converts made, but in which the work had to be largely sup­
ported by the conference or by the mission board. Usually 
a preacher had to seek out his own congregation. 

As settlements increased, circuits were formed, the 
preacher visiting the variou appointment on hi circuit at 
more or le s regular interval . On the frontier many of 
these circuits mig·ht be a hundred miles or more in extent 
and the "circuit rider", always paid only a pittance and 
often not paid at all, fought heat, cold, storm , blizzards, 
floods, mud, and snow in order to meet his appointments. 3 

He held services out-of-doors, at camp meetings, or in 
cabins, schoolhouses, taverns, or churche . Whenever a 
congregation came to be large enough to maintain a 
preacher of its own, it became a station, but the period for 
which a minister could remain in charge of a single congre­
gation was limited - it was fixed at two years in 1804, at 
three years in 1864, and at five in 1888. The time limit was 
removed in 1900. 

8 The death rate among these early itinerant Methodist circuit riders was 
high. Out of the 737 members of Conferences who died up to 1847, 203 were 
under thirty-five years of age. 

) 
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A quarterly meeting or conf rence was h ld in each mi -
sion, circuit, or tation, with the presiding elder of the dis­
trict in charge. In attendance at these quarterly confer­
ences were the preacher in charge, local preacher , local 
deacons, stewards, exhorter , class leader , and the super­
intendent of the unday chool. Report a " to the work of 
the church and the Sunday chool were made. Financial 
statement were pre ented to the pre iding elder. The 
character of the local church leaders were examined, li­
censes were issued to the local preacher , deacons, and 
exhorter , and tewards were appointed. ot infrequently 
member of the church were dropped from the rolls for 
conduct unbecoming a Methodi t. 

Quarterly conference were al o the occa ion for revival 
sermon and communion ervice . In the summer, the 
quarterly conference might take the form of a camp meet­
ing at which rou ing ermons and pectacular conver ions 
over-shadowed the more sedate routine. 

As the local church bu ine s came to be more varied, 
meeting of the church leaders came to be held more often 
than the quarterly conference met. Out of this grew the 
"official board", organized by the quarterly conference and 
functioning under the direction of the pastor. It includes, 
be ide the pa tor and a istant pastor, the trustees, the 
steward , and certain other members of the quarterly con­
ference, such as tan ding committee and heads of various 
church organization . This local board received official rec­
ognition by the General Conference of 1884. 

The church members were organized into classes, small 
groups which met for prayer and testimony, under the su­
pervision of a class leader whose duty it was to keep a 
fatherly eye on his flock. These classe were also expected 
to collect funds for church work. The formal organization 
of Methodist members was the "society", following the 
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plan inaugurated by W e le in England. The bu ine s ide 
of the chur h wa carri d on by the teward , but church 
property wa in the hand of a board of tru tees, appointed 
by the pre iding elder or by the board it elf. Since the 
local ociety wa of ten not incorporated, it appears that 
the tru tee in uch ca e r epr nt d the parent church, 
but held the property in tru t for the local church unit. 

1ETHODIS f REACIIE row CITY 

The Iowa area wa fir t opened to white ettler in June, 
1833. In eptember the Illinoi onfer nee ( organized in 
1828) of the 1\1 thodi t Epi copal hur h, P eter artwright 
presidin°·, ent two circuit rider - Barton H. Randle and 
John T. Mitchell - to the '' Galena and Dubuque Ii ion''; 
and on .r ovember 6th Reverend Randle preached the fir t 
Methodi t sermon in the Iowa area. The following year he 
encouraged the little group of iethodi t at Dubuque to 
undertake the erection of a church - the fir t church build­
ing in Iowa. The co t wa $255.4 

But Methodi t circuit rider did not tarry at the river 
towns. Up the Iowa ri er and aero the prairies they 
followed the advancing ettler . In 1 36 the Illinois Con­
ference created the Iowa Riv r Mi sion, a fl ld extending 
over most of what i now Iowa, wherever a ettlement could 
be found and fethodi t circuit rjder could find a cabin in 
the mo tout-of-the-way place. By the time Iowa was made 
a Territory in 1838 the Illinois onference report listed 
7 40 members of the Methodist Epi copal hurch in Iowa -
out of a population of 23,242. By 1 39 the number of mem­
bers had increa ed to 1061. 5 

When the Illinoi onf r nee met in 1839, Bi hop Thoma 
4 Gallaher 's The F irst Church in I owa in The Palimpsest, Vol. VII, pp. 1- 10. 

5 Aurner 's L eading Events in J ohnson County I owa H istory, Vol. I , p. 29 ; 
Fellows' History of the Upper I owa Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, pp. 19, 20. 

J 
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Iorri , pre idin°·, decided that the Iowa field did not fit 
into either th hicago Di trict or the Quincy District. 
"Brethren", he declared, "we mu t have a district in 
Iowa". The pre iding eld r greeted this UO'ge tion of a 
bi hop from th Ea t with amu ment. But in this ca e 
di tance had 0 ·iv n a better perspective than familiarity. 
"I hav pa d people enough between thi and incinnati, 
bound for Iowa, to form a di trict ", declared Bishop Mor­
ri , '' o beQ."l.n. Give me the name of er ek , grove , prai­
ries, settlement , or anything suitable to de ignate the lo­
caliti of n w comer . ' 6 

nd o th Iowa Di trict of the Methodist Epi copal 
hurch wa e tablished in 1 39 and the name of Henry 
ummer (trained under Peter artwright) was read as the 

pre idin°· elder. Included in the Iowa District wa the 
"Iowa Ii sion", a field extending up the Iowa River a 
far a the newly laid out capital, Iowa Cit , in.eluding parts 
of 1u catine, Cedar, and John on counties. The mini ter 
a igned to thi Iowa 1i ion wa Jo eph L. Kirkpatrick, 
thirty- ix year of age, who in the fall of 1839 preached in 
the Teneyck cabin in Iowa ity. 

There were only about one hundred per on in Iowa ity 
at the time and men predominated, but there w re prob­
ably at least two women in that fir t Iethodist congrega­
tion- Mr . Teneyck and her mother, Mr . Hannah ole.7 

How many times Kirkpatrick wa able to r each Iowa ity 
i not known, but the official record of John on County 
reveal that on June 26, 1 40, he officiated at the marriage 
of two John on ounty re ident - - ndrew T. fcElwain 8 

and ancy Ann Wheatley. 

s Waring's History of t he I owa Annual Conf erence of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, p. 92. 

1 Aurner's Leading Events in Johnson County Iowa History, Vol. I, p. 299. 

s McElwain is said to have sung the first hymn at public worship in Iowa 
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In June, 1840, Reverend Jame L. Thomp on, a veteran 
itinerant, vi ited Iowa ity and probably preached. He 
had erved in Illinoi , Ii ouri, and Indiana and had been 
retired, but his idea of retirement wa to ettle in a new 
and fa t growing community and take a lively intere t in 
the nurture of the early lethodi t Epi co pal hurch in 
a new town. Reverend Thomp on oon became a re ident 
of Iowa City. 

ometime late in the ummer of 1 40 Barton H. art­
wright (a pioneer preacher and a cou in of Peter art­
wright, a man who earned hi living by breakincr prairie 
with a breaking plow and everal yoke of oxen) preached 
in Iowa City. He says of thi vi it: '' I went but once to 
Iowa City; there were only a f w there, mo tly familie en­
gaged in the work on the new tate hou e, which was then 
up about four feet from the foundation, and the work us­
pended .... I preached in a kitchen, the :fir t ermon in the 
place. That night, a man died, and I tayed and preached 
at his funeral.'' 9 

In the General Conference of 1840, the Illinoi Confer­
ence was divided into three conference , one of which was 
the Rock River Conference to which the Iowa District was 
assigned. At the first meeting of thi new conf rence the 
Iowa District was divided into two districts - Dubuque and 
Burlingtor... The Iowa {i ion (including Iowa City) was 
placed in the Dubuque Di trict. Bartholomew Weed was 

City.-Irish's Hi.story of Johnson County, Iowa, in the .A.nnals of Iowa (First 
Series), Vol. VI, p. 31. 

0 Waring's History of the Iowa .A.nnual Conference of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, p. 94. Cartwright was mistaken as to his preaching the first ser­
mon. Captain F. M. Irish, writing in 1868, reported that "Mr. Fenee [Ferree], 
of the M. E. Chm ch, preached the first sermon" in Iowa City.- .A.nnals of 
Iowa (First eries), Vol. VI, p. 31. This also was a mistake. Uriah Ferree 
was prominent in a group east of Iowa City, but he does not appear to have 
preached the first sermon in the new capital. That honor appears to belong to 
;J. L. Kirkpatrick. 
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named pre iding elder of this district and G. G. Worthing­
ton was a igned to the Iowa Mi ion.10 

Partly because of illne and partly because of the extent 
of his pari h, it appears that Reverend Worthington wac 
not able to give much attention to the Iowa ity Methodi t 
group and Reverend Thompson assisted in the work. Bar­
tholomew Weed, the presiding elder, came to Iowa ity 
ometime in 1840 and is aid to have held a quarterly con­

ference for the Iowa Mi ion 11 and to ha e formally or­
ganized a Methodist cla or society. The meeting was held 
in a choolhou e belonging to J e se Berry, on the north 
side of ollege tre t between apitol and Clinton treets. 
The member of this cla are recorded a : Mr . Hannah 
Cole, {r. and fr . B. . Pinney, Mr. and fr . . R. Ward, 
Mr. and frs. John Horner, 1r. and r . John Parrott, 
Mr . Margaret Gardner, Mr . John Hawkin , Andrew T. 
:McElwain, I aac Bowen, and Benjamin M. Horner. haun­
cey R. Ward was appointed the clas leader.12 Since An­
drew T. McElwain was married on June 26, 1840, and there 
is no mention of his wife on this li t, it eems po ible that 
thi record ref er to a cla which had collected informally 
early in 1840. Ola s meetings were later held in Mr . An on 
Hart's schoolroom on Iowa A venue and in the temporary 
Capitol (Butler's Capitol) on the north side of Wa hington 
Street, just ea t of Clinton Street. 

The first official record of a quarterly conference for the 
Iowa Mission is for the one held "near Iowa City" on July 
9, 1841. Tho e listed as present were: Reverend B. Weed, 
presiding elder; Reverend G. G. Worthington, preacher in 

10 Fellows' History of the Upper Iowa Conference of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, pp. 24, 25. 

11 Aurner 's Leading Events in Johnson County Iowa History, Vol. I, p. 299. 
There is no record of this quarterly conference among the church papers now 
available. 

12 Aurner's Leading Events in Johnson County Iowa History, Vol. I, p. 299. 
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charge; P. H. Patter on and riah Ferre [Ferree], local 
preacher ; Thomas dell and I. P. an Hagan, local dea­
con , John Horner, exhorter; and G. . Hampton, D. weet, 

haw, . Bozart (or Bogart), and John Parrott, cla 
leader . t thi meetino-, riah Ferree, Jc e Bowen, John 
Demo , John Parrott, and G. . Hampton were appointed 
'' tewart '' of the mi ion. number of the e men lived 
out ide Iowa ity, for th mo t part ea t of Iowa ity near 
the pre ent ite of We t Branch or in a nei0·hborhood later 
erved by the Brick hapel.13 

In the meantime, the new capital wa hummino- with ac­
tivity. arp nter and tone ma on were at work (with 
occa ional lay-off for lack of fund ) on the apitol build­
in0· (now the Old tone apitol). hlen were at work in the 
quarry at the north end of linton treet. illiam Felk­
ner 's sawmill on Rapid reek, to the north, gave work for 
men in felling tree and tran porting lumber. abin of 
log and hou e of lumber sprang up almo t over night. 
Ono settler boa ted a he moved into a new frame hou e, 
'' Five days ago my hou e wa in the wood , irrowing. '' 14 

B ILDI G THE FIR T METHOD! T CHURCHE 

The founder of Iowa ity were anxiou to promote the 
building of churche and when the city wa fir t platted 

hauncey "wan, cting ommi ioner, re erved four half­
block for church purpo e . Thi offer wa ratified by the 
Legislative embly of the Territory of Iowa on the la t 
day of July, 1840. Thi act provided that one half of one 
of these half-block be given to any hri ian denomination 
that would give bond to erect upon it lot within three year 

1s Records of the Proceedings of the Quarterly Meeting Con/ erences of the 
Iowa Missio-n of the Methodist Episcopal Church (manu cript record book). 

u Pelzer's Iowa City: ..4. Miniature Frontier of the Forties in THE low A 

JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XXI , p. 11. 
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from the date of the act a church edi£ce costing at least 
one +hou and dollars.16 

The adherents of the Methodist Epi copal Church were 
not idle. On December 15, 1840, application wa made t0 
Chauncey wan, Acting Commi ioner of Public Building , 
for a church lot. ''We the undersigned rustees of the 
Methodi t Epi copal Church do hereby make application 
for the west half of a certain church re erve in Iowa City 
for the purpose of erecting a Church thereon according to 
the requirements of the Law which reserve is in Block 
Sixty even north of the Park.'' Thi paper wa signed 
by Je e Bowen, I aac Bowen, John Parrott, John Horner, 
and A. T. foElwain. o record of the appointment of 
the e fir t trustees ha been found. Perhaps they were 
named by the pre iding elder on one of his visits; perhaps 
they were elf appointed. or i there a record of the 
filing of any bond at this time.16 

At the ame time another Methodi t hurch wa making 
plan for the erection of it church building. This wa the 
Methodist Prote tant Church, which had been organized 
about 1830 in prote t against the arbitrary authority of the 
bi hops of the fethodi t Episcopal Church and the refusal 
to admit lay delegate to the conference .17 Adherents of 
the Methodist Prote tant hurch perfected a local church 
organization at Iowa City on May 4, 1841. They cho e for 
their lot the east half of the half-block on the south ide of 
Iowa A venue between Dubuque and Linn streets and, on 

1s Shambaugh 's The Old Stone Capitol Remembers, p. 333; Laws of the 
T erritory of Iowa, Extra Session, 1840, p. 62. 

1a Photostatic copy of the application on file among the official records at 
Des Moines. 

11 The Methodist Protestant Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South, which separated from the main church 
in 1 44 over the que tion of slavery, were reunited in 1939 as '' The Methodist 

Church''. 
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the day following the organization, work was begun on the 
church building. The cornerstone wa laid on May 12th. 
Funds for the erection of this church, the fir t to be com­
pleted in Iowa City, were raised largely by subscription at 
home and in the East and by the ale of pew at fifty dol­
lars each. The deed to the lot was igned by Governor John 

hamber on January 19, 1843.1 

In the meantime the Rock River Conference of 1841 cre­
ated the Iowa City Mis ion and Pre idino- Elder Weed 
looked around for a man to fill thi trategic position and 
to build a church. Of his dilemma Reverend Weed wrote 
later: "I found it difficult to find a uitable man for Iowa 
City. As we contemplated building a church there during 
the year, we wanted one suited to that kind of work. 
Bishop Morris [the bishop who had in i ted on creating an 
Iowa Di trict] said to me at our conference, ' ome down to 
the Missouri Conference, which i to meet at Palmyra, and 
I think we can find you a man.' I went. young man 
named G. B. Bowman, wa . elected . . . It was not with­
out a struggle, and the exercise of epi copal authority, that 
young Bowman's services were ecured. " 19 This :filching 

1 s The Methodist Protestant Church of Iowa City had a checkered career. 
It was used frequently for srhools, lyceums, and concert . H. W. Lathrop 
opened a private school in the basement in 1841 and in 1847 A. G. Gower taught 
the first free public chool in Iowa City in this building. In 1 45 permission 
was obtained from the legi!!lature for the sale of this property to the Iowa 
City College, but the college failed and the property later reverted to the 
church. In later years the building was known as the '' Old Blue Church''. 
The lot was sold piecemeal and in 18 6 the church building was removed to 
make room for the Christian Chapel, the present Christian Church.- Sham­
baugh 's Early Church Hi-story in Iowa City in the Iowa Historical Record, 
Vol. XV, pp. 566, 567; Aurner's Leading E1Jents in Johnson County Iowa His­
tory, Vol. I, pp. 295-29 . There were two other Methodist churches in Iowa 
City - the German Methodi t Church, founded in 1849, which disbanded many 
years ago, and the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

10 Waring's History of the Iowa Annual Conference of the Meth-0dist Epis­
copal Church, pp. 104, 105; Graham's Elder Bowman in The Palimpsest, Vol. 
XVII, pp. 37-4 . 

) 
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of a pro mi ing young mini ter from another Conference 
wa not exactly good form, but it was felt that the end 
ju tilled the transfer. 

o it wa that Reverend George B. Bowman, a minister 
drafted for service, arrived in Iowa City in the fall of 1841. 
He was then a young man of twenty-eight nd unmarried. 
A tudent at orn 11 ollege 20 (which Bowman e tablished 
in th early fiftie ) de cribed Bowman at that time as a 
tall, w 11 haped man with harp f ature , piercing blue 
ey , '' a trong and at tim very mu ical voice, an excellent 
singer . . . a wonderful fl.ow of language." Dr. William 
King of Cornell ollege de cribed Reverend Bowman a a 
man of commanding per onality, strono- conviction , im­
periou will, and great force of character, a man who in­
spired confidence and wa hrewd in busine s. 

11 the e qualification he wa to need in the work at 
Iowa ity. The original fethodist clas of farmers and 
laborer had to be enlaro-ed to include teacher , doctors, 
and la er . hove all a church costing at least one 
thou and dollar had to be built by July 31, 1 43, if the 

aluable free lot wa to be ecured; and there wa little 
money in sight. Ioreover Reverend Bowman' work in­
cluded the outlying group of the I owa fission as well as 
Iowa City. The fir t official r ecord of hi ervice eems to 
be in the minute of the quarterly confe1 ence of the Iowa 
Mission, held in Iowa ity on ovember 13, 1841. 

Two days later, on ov mb r 15, 1841, the "officer of 
the Iowa ity fi ion" met at J e e Bowen's office 2 1 "to 
take into con ideration the propriety of building a Metho­
di t E . hurch in Iowa ity.'' With the pre iding elder, 
Reverend Weed, in the chair. the meeting adopted the fol­
lowing re olutions : 

20 John 0. F oster. 

21 This loca t ion is now occup ied by the building at 117 Iowa Avenue. 
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'' Resolved, That the Trustee of the Methodist E. Church 
draw up a subscription and pre ent the ame for sub­
scriber for the building aid hurch. 

'' Re olved, That we will build a Methodi t E. hurch. 
"Re olved, That the chair appoint a Board of Tru tees 

to act in and for said hurch.' ' 22 

On a motion adopted by the meetin°·, P. H. Patter on, 
J e e Bowen, John Horner, John Parrott, John Demo , 
Thomas Taylor, and Robert mith were named a tru tees 
by the pre iding elder. Then the meeting oted that the I 
chair appoint a oliciting committee of three and Reverend 
G. B. Bowman, P. H. Patter on, and John Horner were 
named on thi committee. Loney wa carce in the e fron-
tier town and what little there wa had to be u ed to pay 
for land so one more re olution wa adopted - '' That the 
chair appoint an Ao-ent to vi it the itie on the Ohio and 
Mis issippi River a far a Pitt burgh for the purpo e of 
soliciting funds to build aid hurch.' Followino- thi 
meeting the newly appointed board of tru tee met and 
organized with P. H. Patterson, pre ident, Je e Bowen, 
secretary, and John Horner, trea urer. 

In planning for their new church, the Iowa ity Ietho­
di ts w re no doubt influenced by the dignified and beauti­
ful stone Capitol slowly ri ing on the hill above the Iowa 
River. . the tru t e came to the meeting· in Dr. Bowen' 
office, they could see the ea t portico already in place. 
Other Iowa towns had been content with log building for 
their :first churche , but the Iowa ity people were more 
ambitiou . 

When the trustees met on January 26, 1842, they decided 
to '' proceed immediately to build a l[ethodi t E. hurch 
34 feet wide & 44 feet long the doors & windows so ar-

22 Record of the Proceedings of the Board of Trustees of th M. E. Church 
at l owa City (Manuscript record book) . 
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ranged a to answer ultimately for a Parsonage or Semi­
nary, .And that Br. Smith be requested to draw up a draft 
of particulars''. .After considering the matter for two 
weeks, or perhaps after consultation with others, the trus­
tees ( on February 12th) rescinded their resolution pro­
viding for a frame church and resolved that ''we will en­
deavor through the aid of our friends, and the assistance 
of Providence [to] build a Brick Church of such dimen­
sions as we may be able to do, when our means may be 
ascertained' '. 

The officers representing the Iowa ity Mission had 
adopted a resolution authorizing the presiding elder to ap­
point an agent to solicit funds in the East. It was, appar­
ently, soon after the decision of the trustees to build a brick 
church that Reverend Bowman was delegated to perform 
this duty, leaving his work at Iowa City in the hands of 
Reverend Thompson. Bowman was gone about six months, 
going as far east as Philadelphia and New York. The 
record book of the board of trustees does not include a 
report on the funds collected, but it is evident that the trip 
was eminently successful, for some $4000 was secured, 
some apparently in goods, and the trustees gratefully 
voted that "Brother Bowman be allowed the sum of Two 
hundred Dollars ( out of the funds collected by him) for his 
services in collecting· said funds.'' 23 

There was no bank in Iowa where the money collected 
could be deposited and paid out as needed, so the contribu­
tions were deposited in St. Louis. Some materials, such as 
glass, nails, paint, and shingles were purchased at Musca­
tine or St. Louis and paid for out of the funds on deposit 
there. Some of the donations were, it appears, either con­
tributed in the form of goods such as sugar, coffee, tea, 

23 This was at a meeting of the trustees held on October 3, 1842. Details of 
the building of the church are found in t,be manuscript record book. 
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mola ses, and other commoditie or were inve ted in such 
commodities at St. Loui , and the e were brought to Iowa 
City and used to pay the worlrm.en. The tru tees' records 
contain many allusion to these goods, and Anson Hart, 
who was employed to uperintend the work on the church 
(part of the time at a alary of 2.00 per day) found that 
the disposition of such goods added much to the difficulty 
of his job. Carpenter , bricklayers, and other craftsmen 
occasionally "worked out" their sub cription . Rough 
lumber was secured from the Wm. Felkner awmill and 
brick came from the kiln of ylvanus Johnson on South 
Gilbert Street. 

At the annual conference of 18-12 it appear that the 
Iowa City area was made a "circuit" althouo-h it continued 
to receive mission funds. About the same time the board 
of trustees was reorganized at Iowa City. ome members 
lived far out in the country (John Demo s and John Par­
rott, for example, lived several miles ea t of Iowa City) 
and found it inconvenient to attend the meetings regularly. 
One was found to be ineligible ( reason not given). The re­
organized board, appointed by the presiding elder, con­
sisted of John Horner, Peter H. Patterson, Je se Bowen, 
Anderson Meacham, and Anson Hart. Re ignations and 
new appointments were of frequent occurrence. 

But in Fpite of all the difficulties the church slowly took 
form. The three year pecified by the legislature for 
building a church would expire in July, 1843, but in Janu­
ary the building was far from completed; it was under 
cover and enclosed, but the walls were unplastered and 
there were no seats. There seems to have been some doubt 
as to whether this unfinished building would answer the 
requirements of the law providing for the grant of a lot 
and on January 7th, 1843, the quarterly conference pro­
vided for a committee to petition the legislature for a grant 

} 
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of the lot '' provided that a deed cannot be obtained from 
the proper authority." 

A week later ( on January 13th) the board of trustees di­
rected J e e Bowen to make the necessary application to 
the proper officer or officers to procure a deed. The trus­
tees stated that they had "filed a bond in +he Office of the 
Secretary of the Territory, conditioned for the erection of 
a church . . . worth One thousand Dollars, and . . . the 
said Tru tee have proceeded to erect a hurch, and have 
expended Thr e Thou and three hundred Dollar thereon, 
And ... it is now in such a state of completion as to allow 
public worship therein". 

Thi showing eem to have sati fied the Territorial au­
thorities. cross the face of the application J. I. Colman, 
Territorial Agent, wrote his approval of the grant, dating 
it "January (16 ?)th 1842". (Apparently the Territorial 
Agent had not become accustomed to the new year.) The 
men who signed this application as members of the Board 
of Trustees were J e e Bowen, George B. Bowman, An on 
Hart, Anderson Meacham, Charles Cartwright, John A. 
Miller, and John Horner. 24 

The application was gTanted and the deed was signed by 
Governor John Chamber on January 21, 1843. No record 
of this deed, however, appears on the Johnson County 
courthouse books until 1906, when a copy of the original 
patent was obtained from the ecretary of State at Des 
Moines.25 

The building was plastered in the summer of 1843, but 
pews were not provided until a year later when the trustees 
made a contract with two men to construct the seats "with 
ends panneled'' for $2.50 each. This contract included a 

24 Photostatic copy of the original application from the records in Des 
Moines. 

2~ A copy of the deed is to be found in the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Board of Trust ees of the M. E . Church at Iowa City. 
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pulpit. Payment for the pew and pulpit was to be in 
good and '' the debt due the Tru tee ''. t the time thi 
contract was made William Murray was directed to collect 
the nece ary lumber to fmi h the church and ' to pay for 
the ame out of the good due of the Church, reserving 
enough of a h debt to procure oil other neces ary Cash 
article ' '. 26 

The church building a it wa finally completed was forty 
by ixty feet with the entrance facing J effer on treet. The 
lower floor, a emi-ba ement, wa cut up into four mall 
room in the south half for the unda chool and for cla 
meeting . One laro-e room occupied the north half of thi 
floor. The entrance wa from the outh, under the tep 
to the main floor. A number of tove upplied heat. 

The main floor was the church proper. The elaborate 
pulpit, put in place in 1845 at a co t of forty dollar , tood 
in the north end of the room, facing the choir loft over the 
south entrance. Forty-one pews furnished eat for the 
congregation. Four larg· tove provided heat and four 
lamps suspended from decorative plaster of Pari center­
pieces, furni hed the artificial light. The tru tee had a 
hard time deciding· a to bani ters to separate the pulpit 
from the pew sections and a to the use of wainscoting 
along the walls, but the e were :finally provided. 

With the church at Iowa ity virtually completed, Rev­
erend G. B. Bowman wa tran ferred to another charge, 
since the limit for a prea her's t nure in one charo-e (two 
years) had expired. The tru tee voted him :fifty dollar 
in goods a a parting· gift for hi ervices in collectino- funds 
to complete the church and ''loaned'' him ten dollars in 
cash to defray the expense of his removal to Dubuque. 

Reverend Laban Case wa assigned to the Iowa City Cir-

2e R ecords of the Proceedings of t he Board of Trustees of the M. E. Church 
'lt Iowa City, March 12, 1844. 

J 
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cu.it, but arrangements were made by which he had charg·e 
of the congregation in the area around Iowa City while 
the elderly Reverend Thompson looked after Iowa City 
proper. 

This first ethodist Epi copal hurch was never for­
mally dedicated, nor does it appear that there was any cere­
mony at the laying of the cornerstone, if th re was a corner­
stone. one ha survived. The final record of the tru tees 
who did the building was entered on Augu t 16, 1847-
"W. lurray as agent reported that the Church & parson­
age are completed and the means put into his hand all ex­
pended except a few articles of little value and that all the 
debts du the Trustees that are collectable have been col­
lected ... That the whole cost of the Church has been 
about $5000.00 & the cost of the parsonage $175.00". The 
tru tees still owed $70.36 to various per ons, including 
$4.50 to Bishop Loras for a fence. 

THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS 

This church building served the Iowa City congregation 
for the next twenty year . During thi period the church 
steadily increased in membership ard found a place for it­
self in the community life. There were many problems in 
the growing church. One of these wa the que tion of 
funds. 

At fir t the Iowa ity Methodist Episcopal Church was 
a i ted by the 1i sionary Board which contributed $100 
a year to the Iowa City 1ission. On August 9, 1848, the 
quarterly conference meeting· in Iowa ity sent the fol­
lowing request for such outside a sistance: '' That the 
Quarterly onf erence respectfully rep re ent their peculiar 
situation, the smallness of their numbers, the most of whom 
are poor, and the importance of having constant preaching 
and the labours of a stationed preacher in order to compete 
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with other denominations in the great work of saving souls 
and building up their everal churches at the State Capital 
which may exert an influence throughout the young and 
rising country .... Therefore, in view of this state of things, 
the Quarterly onference would earnestly pray for a con­
tinuance of the favour of the Mis ionary Society for the en­
suing year, believing that an appropriation could not in any 
part of our country be better made, and tend more to pro­
mote the glory of God & build up our beloved Zion." 

As the church developed this mi sionary gift was cut to 
$75 a year, then to $60 and :finally to $50. By 1852, the 
Iowa City church was out of debt and this contribution was 
discontinued. Iowa City Station had grown up. 27 

The remuneration of the preacher and presiding elder 
was always small and uncertam. To some extent it de­
pended upon need and circumstances. Generally a small 
salary wa paid quarterly - a "quarterage ". Traveling 
expenses for the presiding elder, moving ex.pen es of the 
preachers - for many year two years was the limit in a 
station - table expenses for pastor and presiding elder, 
keeping a horse, and imilar details are found in the early 
:financial reports. In September, 1852, the Iowa City Quar­
terly Meeting voted $288 to Reverend Corkhill, with $100 
for table expenses in addition. In March, 1853, an addi­
tional $50 was added to the living expense fund. 

Minor expenses were met in various ways. Classes were 
expected to raise money for church work. In March, 1850, 
the quarterly conference of the Iowa City Station recorded 
donations of $23.79 from An on Hart's class, $23.25 from 
"Governor" Lucas 's class, and $18.36 from D. Worthing­
ton's class. Often the amounts reported were very small. 

Small expenses were often met by assigning some 

21 Records of the Proceedings of the Board of Trustees of the M. E. Church, 
July 5, 1852. 
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''brother'' the duty of collecting the money and paying the 
bill. In January, 1850, for example, Anson Hart wa ap­
pointed a committee of one to raise funds '' to pay the bill 
of Bishop Loras of $4.50 for fence between the Catholir. 
Church & the M. E. Church''. Later he reported that the 
bill was paid. 28 

In October, 1861, the church officials in Iowa City deter­
mined to adopt the financial plan given in the church disci­
pline. This was one of John Wesley's ideas and called for 
a weekly contribution from each member, to be collected by 
the class leaders. Records of the official board at this time 
indicate that the assessments varied from fifty cents per 
week, paid by three members, to one cent, also paid by three 
members. Four members contributed forty cents a week; 
two members, thirty cents; two members, twenty-five cents; 
twenty-two members, twenty cents; two members, fifteen 
cents; thirty-four members, ten cents; seventy-three mem­
bers, five cents; and ten members, two cents. 

On December 2nd, however, this plan was declared to be 
a failure and, in lieu of it, a committee was appointed to 
rent pews and fix a '' Minimum valuation'' upon the seats. 
The highest ''rental'' was $30.00, the lowest $2.00 for a 
single "sitting". This custom of "renting" pews was con­
tinued for many years but was given up in 1893 because of 
its unsocial implications. Since that time subscriptions to 
the budget and collections have been the chief reliance for 
funds. 

Just when the term '' official board'' came into use in the 
Iowa City Methodist Church can not be definitely deter­
mined. "Leaders' Meetings" are reported as early as Oc­
tober 7, 1861, and on December 5th, it is recorded that the 
'' Official Board'' met after prayer meeting to appraise the 

2s Jleoords of the Proceedings of the Board of Trustees of the M. E. Church, 

January 14, 1850. 
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seats. For a year or two the terms leader ' meetings and 
official board meeting·s were u ed indi criminately. 

Under date of February 23, 18 5, the tatement "First 
meeting of the official Board organized under the Di ci­
pline" appear on the church record . pparently the offi­
cial board wa at :fir ta repre entative gToup, a meeting of 
church leaders to decide problem which could not be re­
ferred to the quarterly conference, eith r becau e it did 
not meet often enouo-h or becau e they did not come within 
the usual busine s of the quarterly conference. It wa , in 
effect, tran ferring authority to the local preacher and 
congregation. 29 

The quarterly conference took cognizance of the moral 
and piritual conduct of the member of the church and 
licensed various local leader . t the :fir t meeting of the 
Iowa fi sion held at Iowa ity on July 9, 1 41, "Br. P.H. 
Patterson's License a a Local Preacher wa renewed" and 
he wa r ecommend cl to the annual conf rence '' to take 
Deacons Order in the Church '. ''Br. riah Ferre' Li­
cense was renewed a a Local Preacher'' and John Horner 
was licen ed a an "Exorter ". ix month later a recom­
mendation wa presented by the Reverend G. B. Bowman 
from the members of the Iethodi t Epi copal hurch in 
Iowa City that "Br. John Horner" be licen ed a a Local 
Preacher :md after examination before the onference he 
was "licensed" to "l reach the Go pel". 

Church member hip in the e early day was not a per­
functory relationship. Members were ubject to crutiny 
and not infrequently were dropped from the roll . In 184 7 
one of the prominent men of Iowa ity, who wa al o a lo­
cal preacher, wa · tried before the quarterly conference and 
expelled from the church on the charge that he had made 

2° For t he organization of the official board of the local church see page 3 3 
above. The various churc h organizat ions will no doubt be materially changed 
as a result of unification. 

} 



IOWA CITY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 401 

thr ee busine s trips to 1uscatine on the abbath (he in-
i ted he went to preach), charged illegal interest ( about 

twenty p r cent) on a loan of $24.85, and reported to th 
annual conf r nee that the memb rship in the church at 
Iowa ity wa 12 , when a "diligent earch" r Yealed only 
half that many. The deci ion was 'guilty" nd the erring 
member wa expelled from the church. Thi decision was 
appealed to the annual conference. It verdict i not given, 
but apparently the brother" wa rein tat din ome way 
for in 1 61 he wa renting one of the mo t expen i pew 
in the Iowa ity church. 

la meeting were important activitie among chur h 
member during the early period. In 1 43 the minute of 
the quarterly conference for the Iowa it ircuit reported 
eleven clas e , including everal out ide Iowa ity. One 
was in edar ounty on the Wap inonock reek, where 
John Demo s pre ided over a gToup mee ing in the Demo 
choolhou e. There were two cla es in Big Gro e Town­
hip (one at what i now olon), one at orth Bend (now 
orth Liberty), one at Lone Tree, and one at the ite of 

Brick hapel under the direction of John Parrott. Five 
cla e met in Iowa ity. 

The fethodi t cla leaders in Iowa ity included some 
out tanding men. mong them were An on Hart, Jame 
Harlan, . Fellow , and Robert Luca . la s meeting 
gradually dimini hed in importance as the years pas ed. 
The la t cla s leader in the Iowa City Methodist Church 
wa W. T. Jack. on ·who erved until 1919. 

In ugu t, 1844, the Iowa ity Methodist Episcopal 
Church was the meeting place of the organizing conference 
of the newly establi hed "Iowa Conference", which in­
cluded all the Territory of Iowa. It was a plea ant coin­
cidence that Bi hop Thomas . Morri , who had formed 
the Iowa District in 1 39, was presiding at the meeting, and 
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Bartholomew Weed, one of the doubting Thoma e who had 
questioned his action at that time, wa a delegate - no 
longer doubting. The Iowa onference was divided into 
three district -Dubuque, Burlington, and De Moines -
and the Iowa City tation wa placed in the Dubuque Dis­
trict, with David W orthingi:on in charge. There wa al o an 
"Iowa Circuit" with L. IcVey a "Preacher in charge". 
In 1856 two annual conference were e tabli hed in Iowa 
and Iowa ity was included in the newly created Upper 
Iowa Conference.30 / 

Camp meetings had lost mo t of their hy terical appeal 
by the time Iowa City was e tabli hed, but they were still 
almost annual events. In 1841 and 1842 camp meetings 
were held three miles ea t of Iowa ity where there was an 
active center of Methodists. In pril, 1843, a committee 
was appointed by the Iowa City Circuit to confer with 
'' Bloomington & Cedar Circuits'' on a union camp meeting. 

Although John Wesley took many of hi lay preachers 
from the ranks of the uneducated and pioneer preachers in 
America were of ten of the same clas , there has always 
been a close affiliation between Methodist churches and edu­
cation. Church services in Iowa City, as elsewhere, were 
often held in schoolhouses until a church could be built. 

After the Iowa City church was ready for use there were 
frequent r quests for permi sion to use certain rooms for 
school purposes. Indeed, the men who planned the :first 
Iowa City church had in mind the possibility of using it 
later as a seminary. 

Nor were the college promoters willing to wait for an 
institution of higher education. On January 7, 1843, ten 
years before the Iowa City church became self supporting, 
the quarterly conference adopted the following: ''Resolved, 

3° Fellows' H istory of the Upper Iowa Conference of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, p. 29. 
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That it is expedient for the M. E. Church to establish a 
Seminary of learning at Iowa City, and that a committee 
of seven person be appointed to carry the foregoing into 
effect, under the patronage of the Conference having juris­
diction here.'' 

A charter wa obtained from the legi latur of the Terri­
tory. The college was to be '' under the auspices of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with power to confer all de­
grees in the arts and learned prof e sions.'' 81 The Rock 
River Conference sponsored the plan for a few months and 
then the Iowa Conference took it over. Reverend James L. 
Thompson, elderly retired minister located at Iowa City, 
was delegated to go east to select a pre ident for '' The 
Iowa City College". He wa apparently an adept at pick­
ing men and, like the Canadian mounted police, determined 
to '' get his man'', for he brought with him a oung man 
ju t graduated from bury (De Pau -) ni er ity, of 
which Matthew imp on wa president. This was James 
Harlan who later served a State uperintendent of 
Schools Pre ident of Iowa Wesleyan College, nited 
State enator, and ecretary of the Interior. 

Harlan and his wife drove to Iowa City and were enter­
tained by Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Bowen. Later they estab­
lished their home in a little hou e on the southwe t corner 
of Linn Street and Iowa A venue and there was born their 
daughter Mary who became the wife of Robert T. Lincoln. 

The twenty-five trustees of the college (including Rev­
erend Bowman, Reverend B. Weed, John Demoss, J. M. 
Colman, Dr. Jesse Bowen, and Governor Lucas) began so­
liciting subscriptions for a building and in the meantime 
classes were held in the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
later in the rooms of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
Mrs. Anson Hart served as '' lady principal''. But the 

s1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1842-1843, pp. 75, 76. 
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dream of a Methodist college at Iowa City lasted only two 
year. 

But if there wa not to be a Methodi t college in Iowa 
City, there were other chool in the new capital and rooms 
for school purposes were much needed. Occasionally teach­
er were permitted to hold clas es in church rooms, but the 
pupils, apparently, did not always ob erve proper decorum 
in the church premi e , for the tru tee re olved not to per­
mit the use of the buildino- for other than church purpose . 
Exception to thi rule w re, however, ometimes made. 

In the minute of Iarch 10, 1845, for example, the tru -
tee ''R olved-That the application of Doct Reynold 
for the use of the hurch for an xhibition of hi chool be 
granted upon the following condition viz-That he be 
held per onally respon ible for any damao-e that may ac­
crue to the house from aid exhibition- That good order 
be preserved - That no applaudino-, or anythinO" else be 
allowed that would be improper in a Hou e dedicated to 
the worship of God - That the hurch be clean and in or­
der on the abbath followino- the exhibition and that Bro. 
Worthington [the pa tor] be appointed to a i t in carry­
ing the fore 0 ·oin0" into effect". Even with the e r tric­
tions the re olution wa carried only by the d ciding vote 
of the pre ident of the board. 

year and a half later, however, the tru tees adopted a 
resolution '' that the Church hall not be u ed for any pur­
po e except the ordinary hurch purposes, nor hall any 
benches or other Furniture be taken from the hurch with­
out a written order from a majority of the trustees.'' 

gain, on March 7, 1 3, th tru tee et a ide their rule 
that the church hould be used only for church purpo e 
by renting the large room in the ba ement to Mi s Violett 
for a schoolroom for three months, at $2.00 per month. 

The local Methodist Episcopal Church also ventured into 

) 
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the publication field when The Colporteur, "a neat little 
heet", wa started under church patronage in the fall of 

1844. It was i ued monthly, but did not long survive. 32 

unday chool was an early re ponsibility of the Iowa 
City Mi sion. t the quarterly meeting held on eptember 
28, 1844, the pre idin · elder a ked the routine que tion -
'' I there proper exertion in regard to ab bath Schools in 
the city '' The an wer was '' There is not''. pparently 
the Iowa ity Methodi t did not intend to 1 t this condi­
tion prevail, for two month later ( ovember 30th) the an-
wer wa "There ha b en a sabbath school oro-anized aux­

iliary to the unda chool nion of the L E. hurch.'' 
The :fir t officer of the Iowa ity 1 thodist unday 

School were: J.P. arl ton, uperintendent; William Rey­
nold and '' ister'' . L. Worthington, a sistant superin­
tendent ; C. C. atl tt, ecretary and tr a urer; and L. P. 
Fro t, librarian. There ha been a unda chool organ­
ization in the Iowa ity £ethodist Episcopal Church ince 
that time. report on June 29, 1845 (the date of the quar­
terly conference), gave an avera 0 ·e attendance of 87 schol­
ar , 17 teachers, and 3 officer . The library boa ted eighty 
volume. 

The unday chool library was, in the early days before 
public libraries had been e tabli hed, a source of much en­
joyment. Twenty copie of the Sabbath School Advocate 
were taken in 1845 at a co t of between fourteen and :fif­
teen dollars. The pa tor had doubt about pending so 
much for paper ; he thought books were a better inve t­
ment. But it wa not ea y to keep track of books. Then 
as now, books had a way of di appearing. One pa tor could 
locate only a few volumes of the hundred said to belong in 
the library. 

Money for the library always came from pecial sub crip-

s2 hambaugh 's The Old Stone Capitol Remembers, p. 274. 
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tions and no project received heartier support. The whole 
family shared in its benefits. Down to comparatively late 
years (when books became so common they were no longer 
considered a luxury) the receipt of new books was the oc­
casion of a line-up before the Sunday School library and 
many adults now living probably got their first taste of 
reading for pleasure from these books. The largest num­
ber reported at any quarterly conference was six hundred. 

THE CHURCH REMODELED 

For a score of years the Methodist Episcopal group wor­
shipped in the brick church, its classic lines putting no 
restraint upon the ''A.mens'' and ''Hallelujahs'' of the de­
vout worshipper . The Holy Sacrament, annual and quar­
terly conferences, weddings, funeral , baptisms, and recep­
tion of member combined to hallow the modest structure. 

Iowa became a State; the railroad came to Iowa City; the 
seat of government was moved to Des Moines and the State 
University of Iowa was installed in the stone Capitol; gold 
seekers and Mormons outfitted here for the long trek west­
ward. As Iowa City grew, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
prospered. In January, 1863, during the pastorate of Rev­
erend A. B. Kendig, a revival meeting which "continues 
with great and unparalleled interest" resulted in the addi­
tion of more than 120 members to the already growing con­
gregation.88 

This revival seems to have provided the necessary en­
thusiasm for the enlargement of the church. In spite of 
the Civil War, the congregation decided to build an addition 
forty by forty feet on the west. This was of the same ar­
chitectural design as the original edifice, but the arrange­
ment for the interior was entirely changed. The entrance 
was now on the west - facing Dubuque Street. A tower 

ss Iowa City Republican, January 21, 1863. 
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and o-ra ful pir r a hino- k ard ome 92 f et adorned 
the new wing. olor d ·la windows were a new feature. 
The co t of thi r mod lino- wa about 5000, the ame a 
that of the orio-inal church building.84 

The fair o much u d to rai e mon y for relief work 
amono- the oldi r em to have been frequently used by 
the church at thi time. During the ear 1863 entertain­
ment of thi kind were r cord d in th local new paper . 

n Jun 9th and 16th th ladie of the ethodist Episcopal 
Church 0 ·a ea fair and trawberry fe ti al at fetropolitan 
Hall which n tt d ov r 250 abo e expenditure . 35 

The room u ed for the church services was now eighty 
feet from th n ranee on the we t to the a t end where 
tood the pulpit, ixt f et wide at the front ( a i) and 

fort feet wide at th r ar. olored gla windows were a 
new feature. Th eating capacit ( ac or ding to the Iowa 

it Republican) wa between ix and tl en hundred 
people. nnouncement of the ervices a made in the 
Iowa it fate Pre in th following words: 

OTICE - The re-opening of the Meth. Epi . Church at Iowa 
City will take place - Providence permitting - on next ab bath, 
the th of ovember. The order of exerci es will be a follows: 
Prayer meeting at 9½ A. M. in the Lecture room. Preaching in 
the main audience room at 10½ A. L; after which the collection 
will be lifted, and the dedicatory prayer will be offered. The Holy 
Eucharist will be celebrated at 3 P. L; followed by a ermon at 
6½ in the evening. 

The public are affectionately invited to be pre ent. 
A. B. Kendig Pa tors.so 
J. Effinger 

Dedication ervice were held a announced on ovember 
8, 1863, with the pre iding elder, the Rever nd P. E. 

s, State Press (Iowa City), May 2, 1 63. 

s5 State Press (Iowa City), June 13, 1863. 

so State Press (Iowa City) , ovember 4, 1863. 
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Dimmitt, as the speaker. number of vi iting clergymen 
assisted in the service which were attended by a capacity 
congregation. 

In this remodeled church the first Iowa 1:ethodist State 
Convention met on Jul 11, 12, and 13, 1871, to consider the 
work and problem of I etbodi min Iowa. The addre of 
welcome wa appropriat ly giv n by Rever nd nson Hart 
and the meeting wa called to order b Dr. Je e Bowen.37 

THE THIRD IIUR H B ILDING 

The next twenty year pa d une entfull . In pite of 
the War and the depre ion the co.., t of remodelino- the 
church was paid off. Then arly in the afternoon of un­
day, January 6, 18 4, :fire broke out in the building. It wa 
a very cold day and the furnace bad become overheated in 
an effort to warm the buildino-, woodwork nearby became 
i 0 nited and soon the blaze ate into the main auditorium. 
The fire wa :finally extingui hed, but the carpet wa ruined, 
the pew and organ bli t red, and the wall blackened. 88 

The next morning the board of tru tee met and laid 
plans for rebuilding and redecorating the edifice. The in­
surance amounted to $1024. The roof had needed repair 
even before the fire, so it wa decided to put on a new roof 
and steeple of a different design. bandoning the clas ic 
lines of the old church, the tru tee decided on a steep roof 
with a blunt steeple. The co t of the repair and altera­
tions wa around $7000. Regular service were held in the 
basement on September 21, 18 4, but the dedication erv­
ices were not held until October 26, 1884. Reverend Emory 
Miller of Des Moines, a former Iowa City pastor, delivered 
the dedication sermon. 89 

s7 Proceedings of the First I owa Methodist State Convention, 1871. This 
publication contains much general Iowa Methodist hist ory. 

ss Jowa City Republican (Daily), J anuary 7, 1 4. 

3 9 ]owa City R epublican (Daily), • eptember 20, October 25, 27, 1 4. 
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It was to help pay for this reconstruction that the Metho­
dist Episcopal Church disposed of a part of its original lot. 
The original gTant had a frontage on Dubuque Street of 150 
feet. On the north forty feet of this lot stood the house that 
had originally served as the parsonage and later had been 
used as a home for the janitor. For some time it had been 
rented. The building committee, hard pressed for funds, 
decided to sell the north forty feet on which this house 
stood, and on April 5, 1884, it was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs. R. B. Mahanna for $1000. Since the grant of the lot 
to the church wa for religious purposes only, a special 
enabling act wa secured from the General Assembly of 
Iowa.40 

THE STONE CHURCH 

Another score of years passed, and again there was agi­
tation for a larger and :finer place of worship. Indeed as 
early as 1895, the Reverend F. E. Brush in his farewell 
sermon had called attention to the cracked walls and the 
inadequate seating capacity of the building. It was not 
until more than ten year had passed, however, that action 
wa taken. The official board on March 5, 1906, during the 
pastorate of the Reverend Lucius C. Clark, adopted a reso­
lution calling for the erection of a new church building. 
A committee was appointed to study the cost of a suitable 
building and the :financial problem of constructing it. The 
committee reported that $50,000 would be required and 
suggested a five-year plan for raising this amount. Letters 
were sent to the member and the response was found to be 
favorable. The official board, therefore, proceeded with the 
preliminary steps. The first of these was a legal measure. 
The fothodist Episcopal Church of Iowa City had never 
been incorporated. The extensive :financial activities made 

40 Laws of Iowa, 1884, Ch. 14. 
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this advisable, since otherwise the trustees might be per­
sonally liable for any debts incurred by the church board. 
And so on April 2, 1906, formal articles of incorporation 
were issued to the Methodist Episcopal Church of Iowa 
City to continue fifty years from that date.41 

On April 13th the official board appointed a committee 
to solicit subscriptions for a building to cost $50,000. 
When $30,000 had been subscribed, construction was to be­
gin. Teu days later (April 22nd), on a warm spring Sun­
day morning, the church building was discovered to be on 
fire. Those who came to attend the Sunday School and the 
morning services stood by and watched a the conflagration, 
despite efforts of the :firemen, consumed the wooden frame­
work, the roof, the altar with its sacred associations, the 
little choir loft, and the corner library, where a few old 
and unread books remained in the glass-doored cupboards. 
A group of women who had toiled for years to secure 
money for a pipe organ turned their eyes away as the cher­
ished instrument crashed to the ground floor after only 
two years of service.42 

This '' auspicious, propitious, and suspicious'' calamity 
made the construction of a new church an urgent and im­
mediate necessity. The work of taking subscriptions went 
on apace as a special committee went east to study church 
designs. 

The plan finally adopted called for a building 80 by 119 
feet. This required a larger lot than the old church and 
the building committee -A. E. Swisher, W. D. Cannon, 
Jr., Lovell Swisher, Geo. W. Ball, A. E. Meardon, Dr. T. L. 
Hazard, Dr. L. L. Bran.son, C. S. Magowan, S. W. Mercer, 
and L. C. Clark - at once secured an option on the lot 

41 Recorded in the office of the Recorder of .Johnson County, April 4, 1906. 

42 Iowa City Republican (Daily), April 23, 1906. The official boa.rd sent a 
vote of thanks and a gift of $50.00 to the Iowa Oity Fire Department. 

) 
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which had been sold twenty years before. The sale now 
appeared as a costly investment. The house had been en­
larged and property values had increased since 1884. The 
lot was :finally bought on June 16, 1906, for $2800, and Mrs. 
Carrie C. Mahanna was permitted to remove the house.48 

Arrangements were made for holding ervices in the 
Coldren Opera House ( on the southeast corner of Dubuque 
and College streets). The debris from the old building was 
cleared away and the new church beg·an to take form. The 
cornerstone was laid on November 26, 1906. The new 
church was built of white sandstone, trimmed with Bedford 
limestone. Its style is Gothic or Pointed, with towers on 
the southeast and southwest corners, that on the southwest 
being taller than the other with a place for a church bell 
(not yet installed). 

The main entrance is on J e:fferson Street, but a doorway 
on Dubuque gives access to the basement and small rooms 
in the rear of the church auditorium. The pulpit and the 
pipe organ are on the south, facing the church proper. 
Balconies on the east and west swing down by railed stair­
ways at each side of the pulpit platform. 

The seating capacity of the church auditorium is about 
600, that of the balconies 250, and perhaps 50 more persons 
can be seated in the choir loft. The basement floor has a 
space for large meetings and smaller rooms for various 
group meetings. The interior woodwork and the pews are 
of dark oak. A large stained glass window on the east por­
trays Plockhorst's ''The Resurrection''; a corresponding 
window on the west copies Hofmann's "Woman at the 
Well". 

The cost of the edifice complete amounted to $75,000. 
The work took nearly two years, but on February 9-13, 

~s Dedicatory Program of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1906; Record of 
Deeds, Book 99, p. 59, in the office of the Recorder of Johnson County. 
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1908, the new church was dedicated, with elaborate cere­
monies, at which Bi hop William Fraser foDowell was the 
principal speaker.44 

PAR O AGES 

The circuit rider of the frontier was not encouraged to 
marry; his work required the utmo t mobility. But the 
establishment of organized churche with ''stationed'' 
preachers brought up the problem of a home for the minis­
ter and his family. The local church group was expected 
to furnish "board and room" even for the itinerant 
preacher. On ovember 13, 1841, the quarterly conference 
of the Iowa 1is ion adopted the following resolution: 

'' That the Stewards provide suitable boarding and other 
necessaries for Br. Bowman P. in charg·e during this Con­
ference year; and also that they make such arrangements 
for the Table expence of Br. Weed as may be thought 
necessary.'' 

But Methodist preachers were not immune to romance. 
The Johnson County marriage record contain this brief 
announcement: '' This is to certify that George B. Bow­
man, ag·ed 30 years, and Margaret Jane Hill, aged 19 years, 
were legally joined in marriage by me at the residence of 
John Hawkins in Iowa ity on the 2nd day of April, A. D. 
1843.:' 'I"he certi:fica te was signed by ''James L. Thomp­
son, Minister of the LE. Church"~46 The newly wedded 
couple apparently roomed and boarded during the few 
months remaining in the conference year. 

As the "Iowa City Mission" grew into a "Station" in 
1842 and became a full-fledged church, the need of a home 
for the pastor became evident. During the year 1845, the 

0 The description of the church built in 1906 is taken from the booklet issued 
at the time of its dedication. 

, ~ From the records in the office of the Recorder of Johnson County. 

} 
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board of tru te appointed a com.mitt to '' amin a 
buildino- whi h Bro. Ha kin propo to 11 for a par on­
age for -o and to purcha the am provid d h pri e 
t rm of paym nt ar u h a in their opinion t ju tify it.'' 

u h committ eldom r ported on wha wa don and 
th r i no hing in the r cord to plain wli r thi build­
ing wa located, but , hen . Iurra ', th ao- nt mad hi 
final report on ugu t 16, 1 47, he tat cl tha th par on-
acre wa fini hed and the co t had b en . 175. th r th 
fir t hou off r d for 70, , a actuall , pur ha d and 
mov d to th northw t orn r of th clmr h lot and re­
built or wheth r it wa purcha ed r main don ome oth r 
lot and wa la r old i not rev al d in th church rec­
ord . In ptember, 1 ::>1 provi ion wa.' ma] for digging 
a w 11 on the par onage lot. 

R v rend lcinou ouno- (1 4:7-1 -19) ms to have 
be n the fir t mini t r t occup thi par unag . It wa , 
howev r, alwa un ati factor a a horn for the pa tor. 

Dr. David Henr "\\.,.orthington, a on of the erend 
David Worthington (1 4:9-1 0) once told an Iowa it 
friend that he wa born in the ba m nt of the church while 
hi father wa the mini t r. The church r cord make no 
mention of the oc upation of th church ba em nt b the 
pa tor famil , but in larch 1 50, a committee wa ap­
point d to rai e 6.33 to d fray the balan e of ind bt dne 
on hou e rent, which u o-e t that the church wa r nting 
a hou e for the pa tor. 

t any rate it app ar that the par ona o-e wa rented to 
ome one not the pa tor at thi tim for the record of the 

board of tru tees for January 14, 1 50, how a re olution 
providino- that the rent from the par ona 0 ·e be tran ferr d 
to the '' Board of teward '' for the purpo e of paying an 
indebtedness to Mr. Edw. Lanning. In eptember, 1 51, 
however, the tru tees a igned one larO'e room in the ba e-
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ment of the church and two smaller ones to '' Bro. Taylor'' 
in consideration '' of his keeping the House in order & 
lighting & keeping :fire when nece ary furni hing & pre­
paring wood - Lard & oil to be furni hed by the Church.'' 

The ladies of the church :finally decided that a new home 
for the mini ter was needed and by 1858 the local news­
papers began to carry item concerning the activities of 
the '' Ladies Sewing ociety'' of the Iethodi t Episcopal 
Church. Under the leadership of hlr . n on Hart -
worthy helpmeet of Anson Hart, one of the trustees - the 
women set out to rai e funds for a new parsonage. There 
were suppers, fairs, f e tivals, the customary church enter­
tainments. The Iowa City Republican wrote them up in the 
florid, half-gallant, half-facetious style then u ed by men in 
describing activities of women. The following is an ex­
ample of the publicity after the event: 

The Festival of the M. E. Society, last Friday evening was a 
decided succe s. We learn the Ladies, alway fir t to be pleased, 
are well satisfied with it. The Parson and hi giide Frau, are con­
tent - the Lords of creation do not regret the los of a single dime 
- the bright eyed Mis es and Lads declare it, the "good time" 
come; and last, though not least in importance, the un hingled and 
weather exposed parsonage itself will take on form and comeliness 
to the tune of over $200 . . . gladly would we . . . peak of the 
abundant and most ta ty preparation - of the bountiful table, up­
plied with the sweete t and rare t - of bivalve - jellie and 
creams - of those counters on which were matron and maiden 
wrought goods of Parisian tyle and elegance, and behind which 
were gentle CLERKS, who e every glance of eye poke a kingly­
and whose every utteran.:ie chinked with mu ic ... of that not to 
be named "Bag", which o violated our maternal boyhood instruc­
tions, "you must not grab". Of the music by the Blind, who, as if 
in compensation for the lo of outer sight, are mercifully vouch­
safed an acute inner vision, lighting up their ouls with the sun­
shine of song and attuning their hapless lives to those grand choral 
melodies that fill the Universe of being. 4 6 

4 6 Iowa City Republican (Weekly), December 15, 185 . 

) 
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The entertainments took different forms . On one occa­
sion a supper by the Ladie Sewing Society was combined 
with a donation party for the minister. Late in De­
cember, 1859, another "Fair and Festival" was held at 
Market Hall. dmission was twenty-five cents and supper 
was the same price. The new paper reporte that the pro­
ceeds amounted to $213. 70 and that this amount would 
cover the :final expense of the new parsonage, which had 
been built on the part of the church lot east of the church. 
The ladies apparently left the fence to the men, but it was 
not until October 9, 1861, that the official board appropri­
ated funds for a fence around the parsonage lot. 

The new parsonage, which seems to have been :financed 
by the women, served the minister's family from 1860 until 
1895, when the building was sold for $250 and moved to 
North Linn Street. 

It will be remembered that the Reverend Frank E. Brush 
(1893-1895) had endeavored to arouse enthusiasm for a 
larger church and a committee was appointed to consider 
the pos ibility of constructing a new church, with a pipe 
organ added, and a new parsonage. The committee decided 
that it was inexpedient to start a movement for a new 
church, but it advi ed that a new parsonage should be built. 
The plans were soon made. The cost, including a new barn 
and other improvements on the lot, was e timated at $5000. 
Subscriptions amounted to $3079. The Ladies Aid contrib­
uted $500 and the remainder was borrowed from local 
banks and from the Queen Esther Society, an organization 
of Methodist young women, which had accumulated $425 
which they planned to use later for a pipe organ. 

An indebtedness of some $2000 hung over the church for 
more than :five years. The Ladies Aid paid the interest 

41 Iowa State Reporter (Iowa City, weekly), December 28, 1859, January 4, 
1860. 
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(which by that time had amounted to ome 350) and the 
women were irked by the failure of the men to liquidate the 
debt. Finally, on the fir t of lay, 1901, the President of 
the id ociety wrote the following frank letter to the 
"Steward and Trustee ": 

The id ociety of thi church de ire to ee the debt tanding on 
the par onage cancelled and believe this i the opportune time to 
make an extra effort to do o. And while we pledged five Hundred 
[ dollar ] and felt that was a good deal we have already paid nearly 
one thousand. And till the id ociety tands ready to give this 
burden another lift. We are tired of havino- thi debt held up to us 
when ever we make an effort to increa e our fund . It has to be 
paid and I am ure thi i not bu ine like to 1 t thi run from 
year to year all the time growing. o let u buckle to and get the 
incubus out of the way. The id ociety will pledge another five 
Hundred provided you will ee to it that the re t i paid within a 
year from thi date May 1. Otherwi e we will hold our funds for 
other purposes. 48 

The men, thus "put on the pot", met the challenge and 
by conference time, 1901, the debt wa paid, the five hun­
dred dollar contributed by the Ladies id being paid to 
the Queen E thers for the 425 loan and intere t. Inci­
dentally the Queen E thcr used their money for the pipe 
organ burned in the fire of 1906. 

MEMBER HIP 

Member hip in the Iowa ity Iethodi t hurch in early 
days came largely from the tran fer of members who 
moved here and from revi al service . During later years 
revivals have been little used and a much laro·er proportion 
of the membership has been added through the unday 
School and the young· people's societies. comparison of 
the population of Iowa ity and the member hip rolls of 
the Methodist hurch how the following- fio·ure 

48 :Manuscript letter signed by Mrs. Lytle, dated :May 1, 1901. 

J 
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Population of Iowa City Members hip Roll 
1856 . . . 2,570 1856 200 
1 65 4,417 1866 260 
1875 6,371 1876 290 
18 5 6,748 1886 300 
1895 7,526 1896 562 
1905 . 8,497 1906 740 
1915 12,033 1916 890 
1925 15,289 1926 1,123 
1930 15,340 1936 1,070 

YOU G PEOPLE OF THE CIIURCII 

It was during the twenty years following the ivil War 
that young people began to have separate societies. The 
early church made no special provision for its younger 
members; they were expected to attend un<lay chool 
cla es, church service , and class meetings, just a older 
people did. Early in the 1 70' the churche began to con­
sider pecial meetin °· for young people. The hri tian 
Endeavor, an interdenominational society, had chapters in 
Methodist churche . Other groups were organized under 
such names as L ceum , Oxford Leagues, lliance , and 
Christian Leagues. In 1 89 :five Iethodi t young people's 
group consolidated to form the Epworth League which 
wa officially recognized by the pper Iowa Conference in 
1890 and by the General onference in 1 92. 

The Iowa City Epworth League wa organized in June, 
1890, with Profe sor harl . Magowan as the fir t presi­
dent. During the next fort year thi organization, with 
its Spiritual Work, Mercy and Help, Literary, and ocial 
departments, ministered to both student and young people 
of Iowa City. Since 1928 the Epworth League ha mini -
tered almost entirely to high school tudent , leaving the 
Wesley Foundation to take care of student groups. 
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In the fall of 1913 the Upper Iowa Conference made pro­
vision for a student pa tor at Iowa City and Reverend 
Lewis F. Townsend was appointed assistant pastor to take 
charge of this work. He preached his fir t sermon at Iowa 
City on August 24, 1913. In 1917 We ley Foundation of 
Iowa was incorporated to handle tudent work, with some 
support from all conferences in the State. In 1919 a stu­
dent center was opened on North linton treet. In 1925 it 
was moved to a house ju t north of the church on Dubuque 
Street, the purchase of which was :finally completed in 1938. 
In addition to Reverend Townsend who served until 1918, 
the following student pastors, assi tant pa tors, or student 
coun elors have served at the Student Center: Reverend 
L. G. Rohrbaugh, 1918-1921, Reverend E. T. Gough, 1921-
1926; Reverend C. G. Fort, 1926-1931; Reverend Glenn 
McMichael, 1931-1934; Mrs. Horton Talley, 1934-Febru­
ary, 1936; :Mrs. eil H. Baxter, February-August, 1936; 
Dr. and Mrs. Orlo Crissey, 1936-1937; and Reverend Rob­
ert H. Hamill, 1937 -. 

WOMEI 'S WORK 

The work of the women's aid ocietie has been men­
tioned in connection with the building of the parsonag·es in 
1860 and 1895. Following the Civil War with its Ladies 
Aid Societies for the soldiers, the fothodist women adopted 
the name. A group pictured in 1875 has come to be known as 
the first Ladies Aid, with Mrs. B. C. Mahanna as president. 
In 1906 when the e:ff orts of the church were all bent on 
raising money for a church building worthy of a University 
city, the Ladies Aid was reorganized. Instead of a society 
which a woman joined and to which she paid dues, the La­
dies Aid automatically took in all women members of the 
church. Under Mrs. W. D. Cannon the Ladies Aid of this 
period contributed more than $5000 to the building fund. 
In 1916, the Ladies Aid was organized into even divisions. 

J 
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Women of the Methodist Episcopal Church were inter­
ested in work outside of their own congTegation. While the 
Ladies id worked for the home church and did valiant 
service, group of women turned to the larger parish. Tra­
dition says that the Woman's Foreign Mis ionary Society 
was organized in Iowa City in 1872, three years after the 

ational Society, and the onf erence Minutes for 1873 
show a contribution of $28 from the Iowa City auxiliary. 
The National Home Missionary Society wa organized in 
1880 and the local society in May, 1885, with Mrs. Jes ie 
Bowen Sterling a pre ident. 

The Foreign 1issionary Society sponsors the Standard 
Bearer and King's Heralds. The Home ociety has Queen 
Esther , Home Guard , and Mothers Jewels. The Wesley­
an Service Guild, an organization of business and prof es­
sional women formed in 1927 from the membership of an 
earlier Queen Esther group, supports both home and for­
eign missionary work. 

ROLL OF PAS TORS 

During the hundred years since J. L. Kirkpatrick :first 
preached in Iowa City, more than :fifty men have served the 
Iowa City charge as ordained preacher , pastors, and min­
isters. About half of these served only one year or less. 
The list (not including the student pastors listed elsewhere), 
as nearly as it can be compiled, is as follows: 

J. L. Kirkpatrick ...... 1839-40 J. T. Lewis ............ 1844 
G. G. Worthington . .... 1840-41 D. Worthington ....... 1844-45 
G. B. Bowman ......... 1841-43 J. D. Templin ......... 1845-46 
J. L. Thompson 49 •••••• 1843-44 John Harris .......... 1846-47 
Laban Case 50 •••••••••• 1844 Alcinous Young ....... 184 7-49 

49 Resigned ;January 6, 1844. 

50 Reverend Laban Case seems to have been in charge of the circuit outside 
Iowa City, with Reverend Thompson in charge at Iowa City.- Brindell 's Early 
Methodism in Iowa in the Iowa Historical Record, Vol. III, p. 317. 
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D. Worthington ....... 1 49-50 P. P. Ingall · ........ 1 75-76 
J. B. Hardy ........... 1 50-51 J. . nder on ...... 1 76-77 
M. H. Hare ........... 1 51-52 J. T. rippen ....... 1 77-7 
T. E. Corkhill ......... 1 52-53 E. L. l\Iiller ......... 1 7 - 0 
E.W. Twining ........ 1 53-54 Emory liller ....... 1 0- 2 
L. B. Denni .......... 1 54-55 R. D. Parson ....... 1 2- 5 

. B. forri on ........ 1 55-56 . W. Brindell ...... 1 5-
A. J. Kynett .......... 1 56-5 ll. 0. Pratt ......... 1 -93 
J. G. Dimmitt ......... 1 5 -60 F. E. Brush ......... 1 93-95 
E. C. Byam ........... 1 60-61 J. . l\IcCord ........ 1 95-1900 
R. L. Colli r 51 

•••••••• 1 61-62 D. W. Clinton ....... 1900-03 
. B. Kendig .......... 1 62-64 J\L . Rice .......... 1903-04 

John Laverty (supply) . Pye ............. 1904-05 
March to ept. 1 64 L. lark ......... 1905-09 

I. K. Fuller ........... 1 64-66 R. F. Ilurlburt. ..... 1909-12 
John Bowman ........ 1 66-67 . E . Elli .......... 1912-23 
E. K. oung .......... 1 67-70 W. F. Keeler ........ 1923-30 
J. W. linton ......... 1 70-71 II. D. Henry ........ 1930-35 
C.R. Pomeroy ......... 1 71-73 . E. Elli .......... 1935-36 
R. H. Sparks ....... . .. 1 73-75 E. E. oigt ......... 1936-

On this li t were G. B. Bowman, . B. Kendio-, R. D. Par­
son , and L. C. Clark, who served a church builder or dur­
ing periods of rebuilding the church. Bowman wa al o 
the founder of Cornell ollege. Another early pa tor of 
executive ability was lcinous Young, who rv d the con­
ference either a preacher or pre iding· elder for many 
years. Reverend Bowman and Reverend Young were two 
of the seven Iowa ity pa tor who later served a pre­
siding elders of the conference. 

Of the ministers before the ivil War, lpha J. K nett 
probably came to be the mo t widely known. He was prom­
inent in church circle , was one of the organizer of the re­
lief work during the Civil War, sponsored the founding of 
the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home, and wa active in the 

0 1 Reverend Collier resigned in March, 1 62, to take up work in Chicago. 
Reverend A. Young and President 0. M. Spencer filled in for several Sundays, 
preaching alternately. Reverend A. B. K endig arrived in June. 

} 
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promotion of hurch Exten ion. A. B. Kendig and E. K. 
Youno- became well-known minister in the East after leav­
ing Iowa. 

Reverend Merton . Rice, now preaching at Detroit, 
fichio-an, wa li ted in a recent poll as one of the twenty 

out tandino- pulpit orators of the United tate . Reverend 
yl ester E. Elli who spent twelve years as pastor of the 

Iowa ity Church i pre··minent in length of service. He 
wa al o one of the be t loved for his pastoral work in the 
community as well a in the church. 

THE CIIURCH REMEMBER 

The hi tory of the Iethodist Epi copal hurch of Iowa 
ity pan a hundred year , almost the entire period of the 

existence of the Commonwealth of Iowa, both as a Terri­
tory and a State. The church aw three constitutions 
drafted in the tone apitol not far a y. It has seen 
Iowa City grow from le than a hundred per ons in a few 
cabin to a population of more than :fifteen thou and and 
the tate Uni er ity develop from the beginning in he old 
Mechanics' Academy to an in titution with more than ten 
thousand student in more than ixty pacious buildings. 

Thi Iowa City church saw the Methodi t Epi copal 
hurch divide over the lavery is ue and eventeen years 

later the ece ion of the slave State ; it ha lived to see 
the three divi ion of the :Methodist body united into one 
great fethodi t hurch. It ha seen the local fethodist 
Prote tant hurch di appear and the German Methodi t 

hurch disband a the language barrier melted away. Since 
Jo eph L. Kirkpatrick preached here one hundred years 
ago some twenty church buildings of other denominations 
have been built in Iowa City. 

The Iowa City J:ethodist Episcopal hurch has een hos­
pital built, each one larger than the one before. It has 
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seen a public library established and watched schools mul­
tiply. It has seen three periods of inten e interest in tem­
perance and prohibition and has taken part in each move­
ment. Its young men have gone out in the armies of three 
major wars. Since it was organized the Pacific Coast 
States, part of the Southwest, laska, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, 
and the Philippine Island have been added to the United 
States. 

Business hou es have come and gone, while the church 
has continued. It is pos ible that, with the exception of 
the Old Stone Capitol, the Methodist Church and St. Mary's 
Catholic Church are the only institutions in Iowa City 
whose buildings occupy the original sites alloted them al­
most one hundred years ago. With the close of the century 
which began in 1839, the Iowa City Methodist Episcopal 
Church gives place to the Iowa City :Methodist Church and 
begins another hundred years. 
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