
J R L OF R DER 

[ ru and r was born in Ohio on pt mb r 2 , I 17, and came to John-
on County, Iowa Territory, in 1 39. A hi journal indicates he wa interested 

in farming and surveying. U e died in John on ounty on April 24, I 87. 
Hi journal i printed from a mall not book pr er, d among hi paper for 
a Imo t a century.- THE EDITOR. J 

De mb r 6th 1 3 

Launch d my frail bark upon the t mp tuou oc an of 
tbi wid world, with a firm r olution to ink or wim,- _ ./ 
with ju t $100 in my po ket I tarted in the Mail tage 
for ini. arrived th r afe in th evenino· - Left there 
on th aft rnoon of the 7th, on board th team Boat 

th llo bound for th mouth of th hio, run 19 mil tu k 
fa t on a and-bar wa d tain d all ni00ht, 0 ·ot off next 
mornin°·, run 50 or 60 mile tuck n ar a" bar detained 
all night and next da untill 4 lo k P. :M. th n run 7 
mile and laid up for th nio-ht tart d n ·t morning and 
run down to Iadi on f und th riv r froz no, r Laid up 
n mil abo town wher w ar 1 ino- at tbi tim Decem

ber 11th , ithout any pro p ct f o- ttin away b. wat r. 

D em. 12th L ft Madi on f r Loui vill tuck fa t on a 
bar r mil aboY Loui vill d tain cl all ni ·ht run down 
to Loui vill n xt day, la. th r all nio·ht.- D . 14th Find 
Loui vill t b not quit o .fin a city a I xpected, al-
tho1io-h it i quit a bu in place aw mor omnibu e 
and ha k tber than I v r aw au vh r 1 , a the 
Loui ,~11 R. R. the :fir t I v r aw, it i a much mor con
temptibl 1 okin pie f work than I xp ct c1 to find it. 

found it imp ibl to o- t down th hi riv r an 
furth r in con of th low ta o- of wat r. Took 
pa a e in th f r , inc un pa d thr u h ew 

- o .,_ 
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lbany whi hi ab autiful town thence, with a new turn
pike, up a hill of tupenduou heig·ht - th road in many 
plac a.pp ar to be cut 30 or 40 feet through olid rock 
and in oth r plac there are fill of 40 to 50 feet all of 
fragment of rock blown or quarried from th ide of the 
hill at an imm n expen of labour -
From th top of thi hill w had th mo t beautiful and 
xtended view my eye v r b h ld, at the distance of 7 

mile wa the ity of Loui vill with the moke curling 
up 0 -racefully from it thou and chimnie - and on the 
oppo ite id of th Ohio we could e J e:ffer onville - then 
within thr mile of u w had a di tin t iew of the 
beautiful ity of ew lban toO' ih r with many mile of 
the urroundin°· country. 

We took upper that night within a f w mil of Paoli 
our Landlord name wa hambcr ,- when , went into 
upper (which by th b wa an xc 11 nt one) I oon 

found out our Landlady wa a Friend (Quaker) and after 
some conver ation, to our mutual ati faction, I found out 
we wer almo t akin to each other h b inO' the tep
dauO'hter of unt Martha Lindley. he kn w a g-reat many 
of mv relation and made a great d al of inquiry about 
them, and invit d me very kindly to tay with them a while 
and -vi it aunt ~1artha Lindl y who liYcd in two mile of 
them. 

Pa ed Paoli in the night rode all niO'ht. 

December 1-th. 
Being tol rable cold weather we k pt the oach hut up 

con equentl had no chance to e the country, Breakfa ted 
on veni on cro ed White river (we tern branch) in the 
afternoon and pas ed through ome of the be t looking 
bottom land I ever aw I uppo ed the bottom to be 2 
mile wide - arrived at Vincenne about 7 0 clock P. M. 
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had no opportunity to see the Town a we took tage at 
ten O clock P. M. for al m Illinoi rode all night again. 

December 16th. Took Break-fa t at a very dirty place 
had nothing but veni on and orn Bread, Our Landlord 
told many toug·h hunting torie among which he said he 
believed he had killed between 3 and 4 thousand deer in 
his lif - began to pa through prairie aw the fir t 
Prairie hicken I ever aw - Pa ed through one Prairie 
12 miles aero al o several little illage and arrived at 

alem aft r dark- Concluded to rest awhile, as we had 
rode two night without Jeeping any, tayed all night -

December 17th. 
tayed all day at alem and done nothin<>' -

ecember 18th. 
oncluded to take it afoot to Vandalia a di tance of 27 

miles, a the tage to Jack on ille will not tart untill the 
21st which is to bring on our bago-ao·e. Walked 13 mile . 

tayed all night at a hou e kept by a man of the name of 
Fo ter who i a member of the Le 0 i lature. I think my 
de criptive facultie are adequate to the ta k of de cribing 
this hou e and it accommodation but I dare not do it, 
lest it be thought exageration -

December 19th. 
Walk d 3 mil took breakfast at a hou which I could 

describe if I had de cribed th hou e we tayed at la t 
nig-ht, b aying it wa mor o. Froze one of my ear 
cro sing rairl thi mornin°· - arrived at andalia in 
the afternoon, found it ju t about uch a to-wn a ew 
Lexington H. Co. Ohio. 

Went up into the Senate and House of Repre entative , 
where all the combin d talent of the ucker tate i col
lected. Found them both very aurnst bodi in appearance, 
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but a there wa nothing of importance tran acting did not 
tay long, put up at the andalia Inn kept by a Buckeye 

December 20th. 
Early in the morning I walked down to the Mansion 

Hou e and just as I walked in aw a man step out who 
looked very much like J. [illeo-ible] orbett formerly of 
Hill boro. 

Made inquiry and found out h wa clerk in the largest 
tore in town, 

Paid him a visit, bad ome confidential talk with him. He 
bore no mark of a drinkin°· man, told me he had not ta ted 
a drop of pirit ince he came to the place, which wa in 
la t June. He wa dres ed n atl and is con idered here 
a r pectable man. H a ked me, not to tell hi character 
in the place. I pro mi ed him I would not, a I felt very 
orry for the fell ow, and was ver much plea ed to see 

him doing so well.- Spent the princ'pal p::trt of the day in 
the Hall of the Legi lature a there wa a ery important 
que tion up re pectino- the El ction of tate officer out of 
their own bod . 

Paid my stag·e far to Jack onvill to tart tomorrow at 
12 Oclock-

December 21st. 
Found a fellow who live in London, Madi on Co. 0. 

who carried the flag taff for me on the Jeff er on and Xenia 
Turnpike. He keeps a Roulett Table and Faro Bank by 
which he makes from 15 to 20 dollars per day 

tarted about 12 0 clock in the Stage for Jack onville 
traveled 28 mile (most of the way through Prairie) to 
Hill boro which is a beautiful little town, put up for the 
nio·ht 

December 22d. 
Got up at 1 Oclock in the morning and tarted after hav-



-6 IOWA J R - L F III TORY Ai D POLITI 

mg lept none during th ni0·ht in con equence of beinO' 
very ick. It i xtrem ly cold thi mornino- and we were 
put into an op n W ag0 ·on. I got mu h wor e oon after 
we tarted, nev r uff red mor in m lif than I did riding 
that rout of 1 mile which took u to L e buro-, found my
self unable to 0 ·o any furth r althouo-h I wa at one of the 
dirtie t place I ev r aw 
I hav one particular fault to .find of th cooking· of thi 
country that i th y do not u wat r enou 0 ·h about it.
Parten from Ridg way her , nt to b d without any 
breakfa t lepta littl . got up about noon felt much better 
but till felt v ry unw 11, had no appetit to at any thing 
but could not .hav a ten if I had; every thing about the 
hou e looked o na ty. Had a on id rable touch of th 
blue for the :fir t tim in e I left home -

If any thing will 0 -iv a man th . Blue it i to be ick 
500 mile from horn at ·uch a plac a I am at, where 
every bod i tranger . 
Took om pill , but did not feel much better untill hri t
ma morning wh n I walk cl up to a tor lo e by, aw 
a dozen or two drunken m n,- a d a v ry di a Teeable 

hri tma , and at nio-ht ..,3 ho 0 • clriv r cam in and crowded 
me out, had to g·o aft r nio-ht to another Tavern to g t 
lod 0 -in°· which wa not mn h b tt r than the one I left. 

Dec mber 29th. 
Felt, 11 nou 0 ·h to tart ao-ain thi morning the weather 

being ver 1 old I froze one id of my fac and both 
my big-to cro in°· the 0 Tand Prairie - arrived at Jack

onville a little befor dark it i the mo t flouri bing town 
I have en in th tate of Illinoi it ha about 2500 in-
habitant - taid th re all nio-ht-

Decemb r 30th 
I a c rlained thi m rnino- that the Beard town tao-e 



JO RN L F CYR DER 57 

would not lea e untill to-morrow morning. 
1
onclud d to 

walk on, paid m trunk fare and tarted \Valked 16 mile 
to Iunro took up for th ni ht - found a f llow h re by 
the name of Br ok from Rattl nake Prairie hio, who 

i k eping Gro ry -

De mb r 31 t. 
Got to ride in a wao·O'on to Ru hvill , ferri d th Illinoi 

river at B ard town whi h i a mall unhealthy looking 
town, rriv d at Ru bvill a little b for night - Ru h
ville i a thrift lookin°· town with about 1200 inhabitant ' 
-Left i to th ar of th Landlord at B ard town to 
forward m., runk b tomorrow' ta()' -

ew ear 'day 
Paid my tage fare to 1lacomb - and g·a th driv r 2 

bit to wait untill th B ard town tag cam with my 
trunk, nd Lo! it cam minu trunk ha t wait 3 da 
on expen e to 0 • t m trunk, and if I ever get it again I 
int nd to tick b it - f l rather bad about my ituation 
a my mon i di app arinO' very fa t did not njo ew 

year day a w 11 a I could wi h 

January 2d. 1 3 .-
Rav nothino· w rth ayin°· of the transaction of today. 

The w ath r o·etino· quit mild and mud b coming pl nty, 
which in thi ountr i alm ta black a J t. 

I have trav lled 254 mile in the tate of Illinoi and 
hav not een an land that I lik very w 11, and think till 
le of the p opl ·enerally, the em to have no on-
cienc for wh n eY r they can take advantaO' of a per on 

to (Yet hi money the tak it with a venlYance without any 
r o-ard to hi bein a citizen or tranger -
Be in to think it a bad plac to make a fortune, too many 

fortune eker h r already -
Done no thin O' but look about to day, f e 1 re tle m on-
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quen e of having nothin to do p mied th foreo-oino
ju t to b doing om thino- and an think of nothin more 
to a ,- dont ~ h w author an writ a whole olume 
on the tran a tion , of a in l v nin °· and make it all 
inter ting too, wh n I annot wTite thr e pa e intere tino
matt r in four w k trav lino- throu o-h th mo t pic-
ture que and roman ic in th worl 1 

How er if I improy da a I ha,· d n to day 
ther i no au for di ura ·em nt -

Ju t a I :fi.ni h d writino- th aboY tw wago-oner 
alled to tay all nigh an<l af t r atino- th ir upper th y 

cam in o the Bar-r m w11 r I wa bu ily eno-ao-ed in 
conv r ation with a board r and I h ard on of them ay 
he would peak to that man from hio a oon a he got 
throuo-h with hi tory whi h cau ed m to look round im
meditely and th r at J 1 Terr 11 and Jame ood
man , who w r th n on their w y from t. Loui to 
Burlinei:on ·with alt -

January 3d 
a ery mu h pl a 

an-ne 
n gl t. 

tao· too· th 
Landlor 1 at 

Januar 4th. 

d by r 1vmo- my trunk in thi 
r with a r. p lit not from G. 
B ard town apoloo-i ino- for hi 

81Tl Left Ru hvill for :Ma omb in th 
littl before nio-ht found that th runnm 
Ma omb to Burlington had topped runnin o-. 

d at I a 
from 

January 5th 

Ileard that J T rr 11 and J. . taid all nio•bt within 9 
mil of Macomb o I hir d a bo to tak m to v rtak 
them whi h we don about 12 mil from l\Ia omb travell d 
on with th m taid all nio-ht at an e~ c II nt h u 10 mile 
from Burlin on 
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Jan 6th. 
Arri d at Burlin°ton in th afternoon when I ame in 

ight of th to"\\"Il an th maj tic i i ippi, b ing alon 
(I ha ino- alk d on ah ad f th waggon ) dr w of my 
hat and aved it jo full in th air - cro d th river on 
the ice, put up at th urlington Hou , h r I found 
Go rnor Lu a J , illiam and mo t of th m mb r 

of th Legi la tur b arding 
R main d at Burlin ton da , wr t a l tt r horn and 
one to . Rid!!'Wa one to J. 11. and r , al o , rot to 
th urv or i on in and Iowa Ter. (and 
a compani d m r ommendation from OY. 

Luca and J. William ) for the pla of d put . 
i ited th L g-i latur and coun il everal tim durino-

it ittino-

January 14th. 
Inquired hat m bill a ' Twelv dollar ir ' wa th 

an wer, hought to m lf I had b tt r b en off oon r. 
tart d on foot on an excur ion through th int riour with 

20.00 in my pock t 
Got lo tin the Prairi and, and red about the principal 

part of the da but arriv d at night at the house of-
v r ount ur or of s Ioine appli d t him for 

the plac of deputy, could not mplo me a he had just 

employed one -
ne circumstanc which took plac , hil t I wa in Bur-

lin~on I forgot to mention in he proper place - I wa 
seized one mornino- oon aft r br akfa t with a viol nt 
toothache which I bore not ery pati ntl about 15 minute 
then with ome tr pidation, fearing the awful con equence 
of having a tooth extracted I walked down to a Denti t , 
who gave it a hi grave opinion that it must be pulled. 

My fear not being u.fficient to top the pain I ju t took 
a eat and he drew one of the largest teeth I had, which 
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brouO'ht a large piece of the jaw-bone with it - The opera
tion in compari on, wa not more than a pin cratch, to 
what I exp cted -

The next thing I don wa ju t to fork ov r on dollar and 
walk off. 

January 15th 

tart d on for th Quak r cttl m nt in al m Township 
aft r walking about 10 mil felt quit hungry o topped 
at a cabin and got a piec of cold orn bread for which I 
had nuthino- to pay which wa the fir t mouthful I have 
at in e I left in innati without pa inO' for it O'enerally 

at a pr tty d ar rate - walk d 16 mile to da tayed all 
nio-ht at th hou of a cot hman at meal tim the old 
Fath r of th family aid th mo t d vout grac I e er 
heard although in u h broad cot h I could under tand 
but v ry littl of it. Imo t v r circum tance whil t 
ther r mind d m of Burn d cription of th '' otter 
aturday night." 

January 16th. 

o-ain tart cl on m tramp by way of , t Point when 
ther I wa told I would hav to pa throuo-h 1 mil of 
Prairi befor r a hin°· th next hou . Took a dinn r of 

orn br ad and Butt rmilk and tart d aero the Prairi 
about noon· arriv d at al m about dark n arly worn out 
and exhan t d ould not h Ip thinkino- ov r the pl a ure 
of home In fa t I h lieYe I f lt a littl home- ick, bu 
where I put up th r wa a numb r of youno- peopl col
le tod for th purpo of a p Hin · mat h, o I join d in 
with them and oon for ·o m car .- walk d 20 mil to 
day - The oil from Burlington to alem i of the be t 
quality but o-ood timb r in om plac i rather unhandy. 

kunk river which I cro ed i an xc 11 nt mill tr am and 
in mo t place . ton f a uperior quality i to be found in 
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abundanc . Th Prairie 1 rollino- int r per ed with 

tream of 1 ar pur at r. 

January 21 ·t 
am to th con lu ion to remain in th vi init of al m 

comm n cl boarding at Dr. Frazi r 
W nt to Burlin n and got m trunk, th , eather b ino-

old I r mained h r , k and don nothin . 

bruar 7th. 
Don om urv ino- th fir t I bav don in th T rri-

tory of Iowa from that tim untill th pr nt {arch 5th 
I hav b n bu il mplo cl and have hacl th o-ood luck 
t pl a my mplo r ell - Th 20th. of Februar wa 

mploy d b r a man to run off a part of th boundar lin 
of th late purcha , tarted on our nov 1 xcur ion with 
a wa on laden with provi ion beding and o forth 

F b 21 t omm n d op ration run 9 mil aero the 

mo t b autiful prairi I ev r aw -

F b 22. ontinu d our runnin · th principal part f th 
da throu o-h th thicke t wood I r a,\ during which 
tim the rain f 11 in torrent in the afternoon, c lthouo-h 
nearl worn out with f ati~ , I tart d on foot for horn 
with m addl ba 0 • of in trum nt on my h uld r th 
rain till continu d and night ov rtook m in th prairi 
walked on un ill 10 clo k at night befor I arri d at a 
hou to ta. all nio-ht got om thing to at w nt to b d. 
Th b d tea :I. w r mad of fork clrov in th 0 Tound 
and p 1 laid on them. And a ther wa ome .., or 3 
hildr n pack d up poon fa hion with m our rick t b cl
tead w r well loaded. but notwith tandiug that I 1 pt 
oundly untill n ar da h n I m d an att mpt to turn 

r and down went th b d tead with a tr m ndou era h 
to th ground (for th r a no fl or in th hou e) ancl 
tumbl d m on th childr n who rai d a gr at rryino- and 
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I raised a great laughing however with the assistance of 
my landlord I soon got things adju ted and took another 
nap, before morning when I aro e and paid my bill, which 
amounted to the incredible um of one ''bit'' i.e. 12½ 
cent -

Feb 23d. 

Walked home, a di tance of 25 mile the greate t day 
walk I ever done which made me extremely tired in con e
quence of the road being very muddy.-

March 6th. 

Vi ited an old Gentleman who wa one of the pioneer of 
the County wa very agreeably entertained with hi tories 
of frontier adventure and his ob ervation on men and 
manners - nd when about to leave he ery feelingly re
marked that he had ought thi opportunity to inform me 
that he wi hed me at all time to con id r hi hou e a a 
retreat and home, e pecially in an ca e of nece ity or 
if I hould be o unfortunate a to b ick, and ay he 
do not feel the lea t reserv in accepting my invitation for 
I feel it my duty to act o toward tho e who are tranger 
in a trange land, for none of u know how oon we may 
have on placed in the ame ituation who may n d the 
a istance of other -

I mu t aclmowledge that no circum tance ever made me 
feel morE> gratitud , than I did at thi time toward thi 
old man who e friend hip eemed o di intere ted.- did 
not do much untill - March 11th. tarted to Burlin ton 
on foot walked 30 mile taid all nio-ht-

11arch 12 Went to Burlington received 2 letter from my 
father which i the fir t time I hav heard from home ince 
I left - Th y o-ave me extr me pl a ur a I never before 
wa o lono- without hearin from home.- Gov. Luca and 
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J. Williams having just returned from Johnson County 
give the country there a good name formed a re olution 
to go there and make a claim.- had a e ere storm of 
thunder and rain. 

March 13th. Walked home a di tance of 35 miles. 
All fool's day. pril 1 t. 1 39. I have not done much ince 
writing the last page in consequence of th weather being 
very rainy and disagreeable - in observing the weather 
and climate here minutely I cannot perceive any material 
difference from what it i in Highland Co. Ohio. 
I intend leaving here for the northern part of the Terri
tory on to morrow. though it i with great re!rl'et that I 
leave the neighbourhood having become ery much attached 
to the citizens and I have rea on to believe that I have be
come a favorite to them. The friendship and favours be-
towed upon me since being here I hall ver remember 

with plea ure and gratitude. I have here found what I once 
thought could not be found that is peopl of intelligence 
with open heart who e every intention and feeling were 
not concealed and hid from other by a mi t of deception 
and hypocri y - but I will not branch out in a digression 
upon human nature unle I wa more capable of managing 
the ubject, but had I the power of a Wirt1 to wield the 
pen or could put down my ideas and thought o that other 

ould feel them a I do I am ure I could be a intere ting 
and a eloquent as a Wirt or a Henry for I have uch fit 
ubject . But la ! I never felt m inability and de:fi
iency in expre . ino- my If, o for ibly a at the pre ent 

time 

pril 2d. 
Bid farew 11 to th people of al.em ettlement, and to 

th famil wh re I boarded, which eemed like leaving an-

1 Probably William Wirt, an meriean lawyer who died in 1 34. 



64 IOWA JO R AL OF HI TORY A DP LITI 

oth r h me, and tart d about 11 lock on foot with heavy 
loaded addle-bag for John on ounty; walked about 
twenty mile , f el ery tir cl to k up at the hou e of E qr. 

oop2 who i am mb r f th L !ri latur 
pril 3d. 

alked 5 mil t br akfa t, continued my pilo-rimage 
pa ed th.rou 0 ·h th pl a ant Prairi th Rich wood and 
Yanke Prairi , cro ed kunk riv r at Pickerel' mill aw 
the r main of an Indian illa · al o aw everal Indian 
and had a talk with them or rath r tri d to hav a talk with 
th m.- alked 20 mil o da took up for the niO'ht at 
th hou of - 1 r land wa Y ry kindl , entertained and 
in th morning he r fu cl to tak an pay for m accommo
dation, made hi wif a pr nt of half a dollar and tarted 
on my journ y pril 4th. 

a dir ted to trav 1 . E. untill I cam to an indian 
trail which I wa to follow a ro a Prairi a bout 7 mile 
wide, to a ttl ment oon aft r I tart d it ommenc drain
ing ould find nothinc,- of my Indian trail but oon ac r
tain d that I wa lo t took out m compa and et it and 
te red my cour accordin°·1: after travellin()' thi cour e 

about ten mile I ame to a hou, e n rook d reek where 
I wa informed that I wa one mile and a half from the 
Indian trail and that I , ould hav to travel to the mouth 
of EnO'li h riv r a di tanc of 16 mil aero prairi b -
for I could r a ha hou . It ,Ya now noon but I re olv d 
to tr. cro in°· th prairi at all hazzar<l o f 11 into th 
Indian trail and tru k up a livel. o·ait ,,Thich I k pt up 
untill n arly night wh n w arr and -hau . t d I aw the 
un fa t inkin °· b low th , t rn horizon a ud n b tter 

pro pe t than to lie in the op n air and fa t; wbil t indul 0 ·

ing m~ elf in a train of unpl a ant reflection I aw far to 
my riO'ht hand omething which appear d to be a cabin, o 

2 William ,. oop. 
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I t er d m our for it not kno, ino- wh th r it wa the 
habitation of white or Indian , on arriving there I found 
it wa wh re a Doctor Te pl li ed call d for omething 
to eat and th r wa oon a umptuou repa t prepared 
which I di patched with a voraciou appetite, e ry thing 
about the abin look d neat and clean and from appearance 
the family had b en ac u tomed to hi0 ·h lif - I had trav
eled 25 mile thi da and the r t , hich I now took " as 
the mo t xqui ite enjoyment I e er experienc d, I thouo-ht 
to m elf ho would reo-ret uch toil and hard hip when 
the make the njoyment which follow o xqui it -

pril 5th. 
tarted on to apoleon arriv d there a little while before 

night found it a pla e b autifully ituated on the Iowa riv r 
with one mi rabl hut in it took up quart r there 

April 6th 
Went down the river 2% mile to a tradino- hou e kept 

b th American fur compan aw a great man Indian -

pril 7th. 
tarted out a claim hunting with a fellow by the name 

of IcBaker went to a claim which he had made on th 6th 
of arch and found that a man b the name of tarr had 
jumped it and got it recorded. ould find no other claims 
to uit u returned to apoleon after having walked 25 

mile.-

pril th. I bought on half of McBaker old claim of 
him. ame to the onclu ion that we would go out and 

urvey it off and that I should go to work on m half of 
it, and defend it from tarr. tarted out but the day b ing 
very rain. got nothing done to day ta ed all night at 

Jone '. 
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April 9th. 
ur eyed out our claim and o-ot it recorded and returned 

to ... apoleon 

pril 10th 
Went down to the trading hou ·e found eYeral hundred 

Indians camped near it vi ited everal lodge and among 
the rest that of one of th ir chief and took a moke with 
him he appeared , ry friendly and would often repeat ish
a- hin foco-man (i e 0 ·ood Whit man). bou 0 ·ht a buck kin 
to fa em pantaloon and a pair of hoe 

pril 11th. 
Worked all day facin °· my pantaloon 

pril 12th. 
Fini hed my pantal on about noon wh n th heriff 

came along and invited me to o-o with him to ummon the 
first Juror that were ever ummon d in Johnson County 
it being a good chance to ee the country and get a quainted 
with the people I of cour c went aloncr, it took u two day 
to complete our circuit -

pril 14th. 
Went and encra 0 ·ed boardin°· with a coupl of ba h lor 

within 2 miles of my claim 

pril 15th. 
ommerced work on my claim - thi i the fir t labour 

I have done in Iowa bli tered my hand but per evered.
W orked on my laim a11 thi week with the exception of 
one day I pent making me a claim of 320 acr of Prairie 
and 80 acre of timb r found an Indian axe 

pril 21st. 
W ent a Be -hunting but found no Bees.-

April 22d. Went out and marked out my claim more 
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di tinctly and w nt to the R ord r 3 

my claim r ord d and return d horn 

pril .. 

67 

Got 

pril 24th. 
Worked 011 a mill-dam. 

my laim got 6 acr 
om rail timb r cut 

ork d th 
doff read 

r t of th , e k on 
for plou hing an 

I f 1 quite lone om a I bav no bo k r pap r to 
read, t there i a charm or no lt , in and ring thro' 
wood where th foot of a white man ha nev r trod, , hicb 
ha om thin plea in onn cted with it 

Where ou can e th d r and T rki . fl ing befor 
you and o ca ionall a n akino- wolf ro . our path,-

I have nothin el e to do I will o-iv a d cription of 
the mann r in , hi h I am livino- b r which i a pr tty 
fair ampl of th mann r in which th majorii of th 
p ople of thi ounty li e - I am boardino- with two Bache
lor who liv in a little loO' hut for b d we have 3 or 4 
blank t on o li on and th r t to ov r wi h, for fur
nitur 3 tool to ii on and a dom tick tabl for cupboard 
ware and cookin ut n il 4: plat , kniY an fork one 
Jron poon, on au r, 4 tin up , ancl a Buck t, killet 

n off e-pot · for atabl plenty of cornbread and 
m at hone. ff and om time bean ancl a for wa hin 
we carr our loth from 3 to 7 mile , r wa h them our
" lv a man f the Ba h lor do. 

s Th claim wa r corded ,,ith the John on County 1aim A sociation of 
which ander wa a member. His de cription of the claim read a follow : 
"The followin i a de cription of a clnim which I have mad in Johnson 

ounty Iowa Territory beginning at a take in the Prairie about on half 
mile E of a grove claimed by E Hurley and L Dougla. then e orth On 
mil to a take th n e Eas one half mile to a , take thence south one mile to 
a tak near the •. E. extr mity of a small grove thence we t 1

!.! mile to the 
beginning Also Eighty acr s of Timb r lying 2 mile we t of aforRaid claim 
• bounded by E Hurlcys claim on the south said claim i distinctly mark d 

out and the initial of my name 111 arkell on Oak Tr e at each on, r 
pril 22d 1 39' .- hambaugh' Constitution u11<l Ri cords of the Claim A so 

datio1l of John.~on ounty, p. 46 . 
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April 28th. 1839. 

:May 24th 
.r othing of importance ha occur d rnce writing the 

above -
I have done ome mor work on m claim but have been 
at work the principal part of the tim for the Bachelor 
with whom I am boarding-

The commi ioner appoint d for that purpo e b our 
L gislature hav located the at of Government4 within 
5 mile of my claim -

The weath r ha be n r markably fine thi pring, for all 
kind of vegetation - 'Ih oil in thi part of th Territor5 
i of th be t quality and plent of prin°· of good pur 
water, Yet there i one gr at objection to the country which 
at pr ent app ar to b an in urmountable ob tacle to it 
becoming den ely ettled that i the rairie are too large 
or in other word th imb r i not w 11 di tributed But 
mi!rrant are p urino· in great numb r -

~lay 25th. 
nt up th Iowa about mile on an x ur ion to 

th country wh n I r turn d I 1 arn d that J illiam had 
called to e me and had om 1 tter for m -

ha e' 7 mil do"\\'Il th riY r to ee J. 
m him • an ntw rp. They immediately di mounted 
deliver d m a pa ka0 • of ix 1 tter and dr w forth a 
bottle of Brandy and we drank a toa t to John on ounty 
I beli ve I wa nev r better plea ed to ee an old acquaint
ance, not having n th fa e of an acquaintan e for nearly 
three month - , e cam to the conclu ion to tak a trip 
up the Iowa ri er r turned home took dinner and tarted, 
- went mile and took up for the night -

• hambaugh' lou·a ity: ..4. ontribution to th Early Hi.<rtory of lown. 
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May 27th. 
tarted on and after traveling 3 or 4 mile CoL William ' 

hor e fell down with him in a creek and gave him a comp let 
ducking, got to a hou e about 10 elk it being the frontier 
hou e we called for dinner after which we traveled on to 
the Indian villao-e where we arrived about the middle of the 
afternoon completely drenched a it had rained all day 
We vi ited mo t of the Indian ic-i-up [ 1] among t the 
re t that of Pow-a- haik the chief and White-hawk. they 
treated u very friendly gave u ugar to eat in abundance, 
and their pipe and tobacco to moke 

I was invited by Whitehawk to take a o-ame of chequer 
with him accepted the invitation and beat him he then 
offered to play for money which I refu ed to do, o J Wil
liams sat down and played everal game with him at 12½ 
cents a game but lo t every o-ame -

May 28th. 
Oros ed the Iowa river, and r turned on the other ide 

down to apoleon 
I have been tortured with th tooth-a he for e eral days 

but on this evening it became o evere that I could carcely 
bear it - In the lano-uage of Burns it seemed a if it was 

'' Tearing my nerve wi bitter pang 
Like racking engines'' 

I lept none all night and do not know that I ever remember 
uff ering a much 

:May 29th. 
tarted arly in the morning down to Engli h river to 

the nearest do tor (nearly 20 mile ') to o- t my tooth drawn. 
arrived there about noon had my tooth extracted which 
o-ave m r eli f greater than I have power to de cribe 
returned to Judo-e Harri ' ·ix mile and taid all night -
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May 30th. 
Returned home 

June 23d 
othing of importan ha happened ince writing the 

for g·oing· Got 2 a re of ground broke on my claim and 
planted it with potatoe , corn, bean and watermelon , 
fini hed plantino- the 13th. of June -

July 4th. 1839. 
Attended a celebration h ld on the o-round where the ____,,-

capitol of Iowa i to tand -
Ther wa a very appropriat oration deliYered by Gen. 

John ] ri r on and a dinner of which about one hundred 
per on I artook; th f ti vi tie of the day were enjoyed 
with the greate t hilarity and good feelin°· by all that were 
pre ent and nothing o curred throuo-hout the da to mar 
their njoyment 

H w plea ant to tand and in ima(Tination tak a peep 
into futurit Her wh re I am tanding in a little while 
will the apitol of a mighty tate rear it culptured 
column ; who e wall will reverbrate with the eloqu nee of 
om future Henr \: hich will hold entranced bi admiring 

thou and . e here! where there i nothin now to be 
en but the towering oak and b autiful undulatino- Prairie 

will p rhap in om futur da ri ea maje tic ity-

July 5th. 
Work d all day cuttino- aw loo- - Jul 6th 

ick all day-

July 7 till very unwell 

F lt con iderable better conclud d to walk down 
to the eat of Governm nt Elected county ur-
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eyor got 45 vote 51 vote polled;; got mployrnent in 
assi ting to lay off the town - continued at that about 2 
week when I wa employed by Gen. John Frier on to a sist 
him in urveying a contract of 2 town hip of 0 ·overnment 
surveying - Continued with him untill the 24th. of Auge. t 
when I wa taken with a very evere atta t of the billiou 
fever and for about a week my life was almo t de paired of 
durino- thi time I knew what it wa to uffer from incon
venience and neglect, a I had to lie in a hou e without any 
door or windo . the o-able-end and crack between the 
log were all open- here I la without any attendance and 
would probably have died had not a kind neighbour have 
taken me to hi hou e where I oon commenced mendin°· 
And I now find m elf ju t able to walk about althoug 
very weak eptember 17th. 

eptember 24th. 
Started on foot for Henr. ounty, wHlked 9 mile to 

Judge Harri ' and taid all ni 00ht 

Sep. 25 Walked 16 mile · to Ba ey' felt Yery tired taid 
all night 

" 

" 

26 Travelled 20 mil . 'I en of which wer aero s 
prairi without an rc.,ad - toped at th hou 

f a man of th name of Farri 

27 Walked 10 mile, io Travi Emery' taid in 
alem ettlement and hook with the gue evry 

two or thr e dayL untill the 20th. of October when 
I went with W m. C . .John on and lmer John on 
to Burlington 

Oct. 22 Took pa a0 ·e on a team Boat for Bloomington, 
arrived there about dark -

5 ln the original m:rnu ciipt notebook t hi statement is written along the 
margin. 
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ct. _,3 alk cl t Iowa i y A di tanc of 32 mile 

ct. 24 nt up to m old plac of boarding, had a con-
id rabl touch of th horror for which I had ood r a on 

a I ha b n ick two month and durincr that time have 
pen all m arnin amountincr to event dollar - but 

con ol my lf by on ludincr that mi fortun are un-
avoidabl and p rhap it i all for th b t - th refore I 
will mak th b t of it om what ma and if I do not 
. uc d it hall n t b my fault -

t 2 Duer potato 

... 6 uit rain ; p nn cl th two for 0 • ino- pag ~ -

ov 1 t. omm nc cl work for . B. fulholland cu tin()' 
rail timb r at 40 c nt p r hundr d-

ov 4th. tin old w ath r th fir t now f 11 - thi day 
m t - I t up all niO'ht with amuel 

BumO'ardn r :NOY 3 d thi morning-

ov 6th ut 1·ail timb r 

ov 7th H Ip d pull d wn a man h u who had jump d 
a claim8 

ov '11 nded aw-mill 

'' 9th. urv y d for Jon 

" 11 ur d for . .Jon 

' 12 urveycd for Hill " fa thew 

13th 

ov 1 th. 

D c a. 

Tended aw-mill all thi. w k 

omm nc d cutting rail timh r agam -

ut and plit 100 rail 

4th. Ditto 

6 This wns n hou c built by a man named rawford who had ''jumped'' a 
claim entered by William turgis. For an account of the incident sec ham
baugh 's Co11.'ltitution an<l Records of th< /aim Assoi-iati-On of John.~011 County, 
pp. xv, xvi. 
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5th Ditto Ith ju b en n year to da in 1 ft 
horn -mad a cal ulation of what fun<l I h and find 
I have ju t 7.-o o from thi i app ar that I hav n t 
mad mu h 1 ar mon thi ear a I tart d fr m horn 
with ·100.00 but a I njo o-ood h al h at thi time hop 
keep m pirit buo ant a air - think I will mak mor 
mon th mino- y ar if I an baY my b alth -

D c. th Bou ht a lot ru1d hou e in I wa it 

c mber 30th. 
othing of importance ha oc ur d inc writing th for -

o-oino-. a I hav p nt mo t of th t im pliting rail -
din a lei h for Burlin on found it th olde t day 

I er tra eled, id all nio-ht at Blak in th fork of Iowa 

and dar ri r 

D c. 31 t \\.,. ather mor m cl rat tay 1 all nio-ht at 

:Morri on in 15 mil of Burlino-ton 

January 1 t. 1840 -
rriv d at Burlington abou 1 lo k P. M. 

Jan ... d Left Burlington for born ao-aiu ta~ ed all nio-h 

at [ill gible]. 
Jan 3d Tra 1 d 27 mil -tay cl all night at llarhid ,' 

,Jan 4 ri d at horn 

Jan 6 h. Bouah a claim of ~\. D. l ph n for which I 

paid him 00.0 -
It ha b n ju t on y ar t cla~· ·iuc I nt r l thi 

T rritor at Burlin!rton 

.Jan 7th 
p nt th da apprai in<Y th prop rt~· b longing t th 

tat f . Bum arrln r -

.Jan. th. omm 11 d makin<Y rail. n m. n w laim 
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eb 25. ontinued making rail the principal part of the 
time ince writing the abov - heard the new of our land 
comin()' into mark t in :Ma next re olved to 0 ·o to Ohio -

March 7th tart d to hio went to Bloomington -

:March 9 Waitin<>" at Bloomin°-ton for a t amboat-1 
clock P. ~L the team Boat De :Moine arrived took pa -

ao-e in her for t Loui run down to Burlin°ion and lay 
there all night -

March 10. topp t1 Y ry oft n to tak in frei 0 ·ht and 
pa en<>"er 

~larch 11th rriv d at t Loui oon aft r dark. found 
no team Boat bound for inrinnati untill th day after 
tomorrow-

Mar h. 12. En°·ag d pa ag· on the Boat Tribune tart 
tomorrow at 10 Oclo k 11- pent the day in lookino
round the ity of t. Loui , hich i beautiffully ituated 
and I think it de tined to become th Great t it of the 
we t - In the afternoon attend cl a whig me tin°· held in 
the court hou Ther wa , eral good pe ch delfrered 
one b a gentl man from Illinoi introdu ed by th nam of 

d Baker, wa the be t pee h I v r heard of the kind 

March 13th. Got tart d for incinnati about 11 clock 
A M and we ar now runnino· at th rate of 15 mile per. 
hour 

March 14th. Entered th Iouth of the hio river about 
7 [ ] Oclock in th mornin°· - had good luck and continued 
rumling untill -

March 16. rri ' d at Loui . ville about 1 clock Land 
1 ft there abo t 9 . l\L 

March 17. rri d at inrinnati the pride of my native 

_____./ 
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sta.t about 1. clo k A L Left the Boat early in the 
morning· and one more with pride and plea ure traver ed 
the familiar walk of th '' Queen of the W '' cciden
tall m t with my fath r there -

Mar h 1 th tart d hom i it d ral of my friend 
and relation on th wa and ani d at home on the -

20th. of arch aft r an ab n of more than fifteen 

months-

pril th. I hav pent the time in e writing ih abo\ 
at hom and Yi iting my friend and relation who all 
app ared r joic d to e m .-In fact I do not reccolle t 
ever pendino- 1 day more happil , but ·uch happiness 
i tran ient - o now the th. of pril ha arri ed and 
I am compell d again to bid all my friend farewell-

tarted with Father for incinnati, felt v r unwell in the 
afternoon tayed all night at . Hiatt' 

pril 9. Felt bett r went to . Butt rworth' -

pril 10th Had a hake of th a 0 u continued unwell for 

eY ral da r mained here untill 

pril 20th. Befor I felt well nou 0 ·h to leav durinlY 
which time I had the gr at i kindn . hown me -

alked 16 mile to Batavia -

pril 21 Rode down to incinnati in th tag 

pril 22d. Got m freight r ady and took pa age on the 
. B. Fort-Pitt for Bloomington Iy feeling on leaving 
incinnati can be better immao-ined than d cribed I alway 

feel on leaving the landing there a though I wa then leav-
ing my native country - or launching upon the world 
among tran°·er - However we are puffing away down th 
river at a merry rate o I will try to di ipate the gloom 
that i omino- over m. f eelino-
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pril 23d. rrived at Loui ville earl in th morning-
the Fort Pitt got dis appointed in °·etting a load of Freight 
and o concluded to return to Pitt burg - had to re hip on 
Board the Tib r bound for t. Loui tomorrow -

pril 24th. Left Louisvill about 1 clock P. L topped 
at hipping port to tak in om pa eno-er , whilst there 
the Kentucky Giant (P rter) ame on board the boat, I 
on ider him on of the greate t curio iti I e er beheld -
Whil t I wa at incinna i I wa honour d with an intro

duction to Gen. Harri on but I would rather have een 
Porter, than had half a dozen u h Introduction 

pril 25th. othin°· of importance o curr d during the 
day - formed ome acquaintan e with a ,er interesting 
o-irl from 1aryland, and havino- taken a eat be ide her on 
the guard I managed to pend th Yenino· very agree
ably-

pril 26th. Pa ed mithland at th louth of umber
land river early thi mornin ·. pent another hour or two, 
v ry agre ably, chatting with my little :Maryland !rirl 
Entered the Mi i ippi about noon 

April 27th- To day b ino- a b autiful day I p nt the 
principal part of th day, in ittino- out on th ~ard view
ing the beautiful c n ry of the we t bank of th riv rand 
conversing ·with H nri tta Ialott 

pril 28th. ~rriv d at t. Loui a littl before day - I 
here parted from my o iable fair one with much regret on 
my part 

ft r om arch found Iilt and r here w nt with 
him to the theatre in th vening and aw Eaton in Richard. 
3d. 

pril 29. ome f 11 w tol my gue m dicin - wi h h 
may hake with the untill he n ed it. 
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Took pa ag on the . B. Volant for Bloomington 

April 30th. puff! puff 11 
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Ma 1 t. ot to th rapid , had to , alk round them, and 
a th re wa about 200 of u w had a joll tim of it -

Ma 2 ot to Burlin°ton and h ard the new of th land 
al bein°· po tponed r main d in Bmlirnrton veral 

hour th n left for Bloomington 7 -

Ma 3 rriv d at Bloomington b for da light th rain 
pourino- down in torr nt put up at Par in' rained all day 

May 4. Took the tage for Iowa ity arrived th r about 
3. P. L found all m a ociate and a quaintance glad to 
ee m - vi it d around untill -

May 9. Took th gu and had it vry <la for a w ek 
then ent to puttino- up fence a oon a I wa abl 

June. 1 t. 
one week-

tarted out on a ur e in p e<lition wa a-on 

June 10. Had a light hill of the gn -

June 11.- one av r hard day work ur yin°· had my 
trunk mo ed to Ior ' about 6 mil from Io a ity and 
comenced keeping Bachelor ball in partner hip with E. K. 
Mor e and int nd impro 'ein · my laim 

June 12. Had the ev r t hak of the !!ue I ver had 
was unable to it up any durino- the day-

June 13. In bed all day takino- medicin 

June 14. Intol rable hard gue 

'' 15. Takino- medicine 

'' 16 Had a hake I hall not oon forget -

1 Later Mn catine. 
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June 17. Feel much better I am now taking quinine and 
flatter myself I shall have no more ague untill next time -

June 18th. Health improving. 

June 19th tarted out on a vi it, ate a 0 Teat many traw
berries which are ju t in their prime, took tea at G. [?] 
Hills stayed all night at F Ikner' & ,[yere ' -

June 20th. v ent down to Iowa City received $100.00 of 
Wm Jayne for a claim which I paid over to A. D. tephen · 
had a fine hower of rain the fir t ince plantino-. 

June 21. Returned home. 

June 22. Took my ea e. 

June 23d. tarted on hor eback on an expedition through 
Linn County, forded C dar river and tayed all night at 
Esquire bbey' -

June 24. Find a part of Linn ounty a hand ome coun
try as I have e n in the Territory, returned through a part 
of edar ount , recro ed edar river and returned 
home -

June 25 Had high fever all day 

June 26th and 27th. Had fever followed by gue weat 

June 28th. Health some better though almo t di coura00ed 
feel some hope that I may regain good health again.-

July 3d. Done nothing the past week except go to town 
once. I am regaining my health rapidly -

July 4th.- ttended the celebration of American Inde
pendence at Iowa ity, and al o the layino- of the 
corner tone of the State House of Iowa -

We had a fine Oration and an excellent dinner of which 
about 300 per ons partook. 
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July 21 I have done nothing of importance since writing 
the foregoing, except taking good care of my health -
Walked down to the ity to day and done ome urveying 
for John bel -

July 22d. Hoed potatoe 

'' 23d. ommenc d the urvey of a county road from 
Iowa ity up lear reek -

July 24 Fini hed urvey of aid road -

July 25 alked back to Iowa City - and rode in a wag-
0·on from there home and got oaked with rain 

July 26. Re ted from the labour of the week -

July 27. Alone all day, done some writing· and mowed 
ome hay, I feel a if I had regained good health 

July 28 and 29 Done nothing of any con equence -

July 30 tarted to Dubuque to the Land- ale ,8 in com
pany with four waggon load of merry fell ow drove 25 
mile and camped out. 

July 31 t Dro e to the fall of foquoqueta riYer tayed 
all night with 1 Lupton -

U!!'U t. 1 t. rrived at Dubuque about noon. 

ugu t 2. Went to church heard a chipeway Indian 
Preach-

ugu t 3 bought half ection of Land -

urn t 4th Vi ited the Lead mines and Furnace 

ugu t 5th. Started home. 

On July 10, 1 40, Cyr us Sanders had been appointed assistant bidder for 
the claims in Township 79 . R ange 6 we t, entered with t he Claim Associa 
tion of John on County. 



0 IOWA J OUR AL OF HI TORY D POLITIC 

'' 7th. Arrived at Iowa ity ugu t 10 ommenced 
ubdi idino- the out lot of Iowa City. 

Auru t 11 Had a hak of the Ague which la ted more 
than three hour . 

Augu t 12th. book. 

Augu t 13, 14, 15 and 16th. 
Loafed ! l 

August 24. ince writing th above I :fini bed the ub-
division of the Out Lot don ome other urveying, and 
assi ted C wan in apprai ino- the Lot of Iowa ity -

tarted early thi morning for Burlington after the re
mainder of the appropriation for building the State hou e, 
run a very narrow ri k in cro ing Lono- reek had to wim 
hor es and waggon aero in the night - tayed all night 
at I etts 

Aug 25. Arrived at Burlinlrton 
,, 26. Made arranQ1llent for drawing 3360.00 of the 

appropriation -

Auo- 27 Got the money and tarted home. 
night at W appelo 

" 28. Arrived at Iowa ity about dark -

tayed all 

Sept 3d. I have not njo ed very good health, since writ
ing the above - H ard two x ellent tump peecbe by our 
candidate for congr Doo-e9 (Dem) & Rich10 (whig) 

ep 12 ommenced living with H Felkner -

'' 15 & 16 urveyed for 
H Felkner untill 

9 Augustus Cae ar Dodg . 

10 Alfr d Rich. 

. Ha ting worked with 
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ep. 28th Had a hake of th 
birth day 

'' 29. Worked all day -

DER 81 

gue to eel brat my 23d 

" 30. Had a e er hake of th gue and out of m 
en e mo t of the aft rnoon -

Oct 1 t. F 1 much b it r thi mormng 

'' 2d. 

" 3d 

!me agam 

ommenc d boardino- in Iowa it at J. olf 

" 4th Had a r high fe r all day ailed a doctor 
in thi fternoon, continu d ick about two week 

Oct. 25th. F It able to ork and commenced laying off the 
town of olon -

Oct. 27. Fini hed laying off olon -

'' 28th. ommenced boarding at K. d<ler' · -

'' 29. Had a hake of the Agu 

'' 30. Felt tolerable well -

o 1 t. ot o well Father and foth r arri d to day 
from hio -

'' 2d. Rod out down the river 

'' 3. Rode out up the riv r - oncluded to return to 
Ohio to pend the winter -

ov 4th. pent th day ettling up m bui ne 

" 5th. tarted to Ohio b~ way of Salem - tayed all 
night at olumbu ity -

'' 6th. Got lost in the prairie and w nt to ew London 
in tead of Mount Plea ant 

" 7 Arri ed at Salem -
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'' 8th ttended meeting -

'' 9th. Started on to Ohio, crossed th :Mi issippi 
tayed all night at Lamb' one and a half mile from 

the river 

10th. Traveled 48 mile to Sellers' 

'' 11th Traveled 34 mile taid all night at Vircrinia -

ov. 12. Pa ed throug·h pringfield took a peep at the 
new tate hou e which i a plendid buildincr - taid 
all night at Millers' 

" 13 tayed all ni()"ht at Wil on' 

" 14 Traveled 50 mile and tayed all nicrht at Wal-
lace's -

'' 15 Got to hinn .- very unw 11 all day -

'' 16. tayed all nicrht at Morro, ' -

" 17 Got to W 111 antler near Indiana! oli. 

' 18 

" 19 

ov 20. 

tay d all night at William ' tavern 

tay d all night a ,Jam Griffin 

tayed all night at E. Hiatt -

'' 21. tay d all night in Richmond at ,Ja ob an-
ders' -

" 22 V ry unwell rrrav ,1 d to Gunb n~·' [ or un
berry ] and taid all ni 0 ·ht -

" 23 rav led to Han· y' burg . tay d at Z .. John on'. 

24th. rrfred at horn aft r being 16 day. on the 
road from alem 

~[arch 1 t. 1841. 
bout three month have ,lap d me (throu h n gl ct) 
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I have written in my Journal but I will try to upply the 
deficiency by giving a general de cription of the events a 
they occurred in the interim 

Well in the fir t place I wa confined by ill h alth, at 
home for about two week I then commenced a regular 
routine of vi iting relation . and attending fea ts of 
Turkie Chicken fixins & . 

On chri tma -day had a f a t and all my relation in ited 
ew Year day attended a feast and nearly froze coming 

home next day - I have al o been to incinnati hillecothe 
&C.-

March 20th. I have et the time for starting· to Iowa on 
the 24th-in t. 

ll my enjoyment of a ociating with relation and 
friend , feasting, visiting the Girl & C. & C which I have 
now enjoyed for nearly four months must then be ex
changed for exile, care, and trouble, but thi i the rambler 
fortune, therefore I will not complain, be it ever so di -
cordant to my feeling a this i what gives ze t to pleasure 

March 24th. 1 41 -
Left home in a waggon for incinnati and bid good bye 

to Old Highland again - tayed all night at E Steven 

March 25th Traveled 30 mile tayed all night at G. B. 
Ballard's-

March 26. rrived at Cini. found B. H . John on waiting 
for me. tayed all night at C. William -

March 27th. Took pa sage on Bord the Cicero for Bloom
ington - but few pa sengers on board - left the wharf at 
11 Oclock . 1. run down to :Madi on and laid by all 
night 

March 28th. We are now under headway for Loui ville 
The Cicero i a mall new Boat and run very low, poor 



84 row A JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

fare and few Ladies on board consequently we have dull 
times, the weather warm and rainy spend most of my time 
sleeping and smoking my pipe, In good health and spirits 
ditto - find B. H. John on good company Arrived at 
Louisville about 9 Oclock L remained there all day 
went to hurch in the evening 

March 29th. Left Louisville about 10 Oclock A. M. pas ed 
over the fall , broke one of our wheel among the drift 
wood and topp d at the mouth of alt river to mend it, 
run all night 

{arch 30th. Run on lively all day I have felt uncom
monly melancholy since leaving Cincinnati, I believe I never 
took le plea ure in traveling- but I will go to bed and 
try to dis ipate the gloom that is hovering over my pirit 

March 31 t. Pa ed the mouth of the Ohio river - very 
pleasant weather -

April 1st. 1841-
a ed the Grand Tower ro k, Devil Bakeoven &c. 

April 2d. Broke our wheel twice detained nearly all day 
mending it - topped at St. Gene ieve while mending it 
the second time, and some of the pa eno-er went out and 
got two :fiddlers and a larionet player to come on board 
and play for us about an hour -

April 3d. 
Arrived at t. Loui about 4 Oclock P. 1.L Went to the 

Museum at night and saw Mi s Ha den perform man 
wonder of magic al o a painting of J arusalum &c. 

April 4th. Looked round the city, went to Catholic Church 
& . Met with m • John on who arrived here on the 
Oceana about 2 Oclock P. M. 
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pril 5th. 
Walked around the city April 6 tarted from St. Louis 

about 2 Oclock P. M. 

pril 7. Plea ant weather spent my time very agreeably 
in company with the Ladies on board -

pril . rri ed at the foot of the rapid aft r dark and 
lay there all night -

pril 9. Pa ed Ft. 1adi on and Burlington -

pril 10 rrived a_t Bloomington arly in the morning -
charter d a hack and went out to Iowa ity found thing 
a great deal changed ince I left found mo t of my old 
crony well and glad to see me - ote ! Elected county 
urveyor on 1 t. Ionda in ugu t by a majority of 21 
ote over my competitor David witzer -

eptember 28th 1841. 
I have not written in my journal inc my aITival from 

Ohio. Thi day I am twenty four ear old - I have spent 
mo t of the pa t ummer in Iowa ity - I have enjoyed 
myself very well mo t of the time - Boarded at three dif
ferent place - old my laim thi ummer for $300. and 
bought another one the other day - I had a slig·ht attact 
of Inflamation on the lungs was taken ick on the 10th. day 
of ugust had a doctor bill of 23. to pay -

I intend to work on the road to day rather a dry way 
to celebrate my birth day- othing more at present -

tarted out on a hunt. 

Oct. 6th. In company with Rrichard B. antler , E. K. 
Morse, Cuyler Brown, David Pratt, Seth Hines, Ranseler 
Willie [Willey] and Horace mith and was absent 37 days 

Journal of my adventures will be found amongst my 
miscellaneous papers. fter my return visited Henry 



6 IOWA JOUR .AL OF HI TORY A D POLITI 

ount and K okuk with my Brother Richd. Durino- the 
inter kept Bachelors Hall in ompany with 11. M. font

gomery one of the be t fellow in Iowa Territory-
During thi winter the Legi lature held it :fi.Tst e ion in 
Iowa ity, Lewi 11 • p ak r f th hou e and Parker12, of 
the ouncil 

March 2d. 1842 fter p ndincr on of th happie t win-
ters I have pent in th Tery. I 1 ft Bachelor hall and 
commenced Boarding at P lark' , worked hard during the 
summer, fenced about 70 er of ground.-

othing remarkable occur d ,,~orthy of notic durincr thi ----
ummer till continued boardino· at the ame old place-. 
ctober. i it d Henry ount and pent three week 

ther -

ov. 16th. Winter et in, th Iowa river froze up in 
about 12 hour and continu d clo ed until! about the 12th. 
of pril, thi wa b far th v r e t winter I ever ex
perien ed leighing wa goo 1 about four months I had 
a 0 1: at deal of plea ure leigh ridin°· but paid dear for it 
by getting my nose ears and foot froze -

ade up my mind to vi it my friend and r lation in 
Ohio thi prmcr 

Got my bu ine arrancr d and tarted o hio on the 
15th of Iay 1843, in Compan with Dr. Ballard. Took 
pa sage 1t Bl omington on th . Boat Iowa and at t 
Loui changed on to the . B. Ia achu tt - had a 
pleasant trip round and land d af e and ound at my old 
home on the 25th. of fa. aft r m absence of two ear 
and two month . The plea ure which I experienced in 
acrain me ting , ith my fri end. and r lation. full ' recom
pensed for m long ab enc - Tho only who ha e ex-

11 Warner L ewi . 

1 2 J. W . Park r. 
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perienced uch a meeting an form an id a of it happi
ne - fter pending· nine week a happil a oft n fall 
to the lot of Iortal - I et out on my return on the 2d. 
day of ugu t. Took pa age at incinnati on the Mer
maid for t. Loui , then on ihe Annawan for the Rapid 
then on the Ohio for Bloomirnrton, had a tedion uncom-
fortable trip. ot to Iowa ity, \.ugu t l~)th.-

Became a candidate the third time for the office of ounty 
urveyor in oppo ition to Jame :M. Price - beat him 29 

vote - Election 1 t. Monda in Octob r -
Lived a ver unhappy life at m former place of board

ing o re olv d to try to adopt some plan to live happi r 
o on the 16th. of ov mber 1 +3, comm need keeping 

Bachelors Hall alone, and so here I am living in peace quiet 
and happine up to December 15th, 1843 -

January 6th. 1 44. Thi. day completes :five years ince 
my :first arrival in Iowa Territory. In that apparrently 
hort space of time how great are the changes that hav 

taken place, particularly in re pect to m self - ... t that 
time I wa full of the fire and romance of youth and b in()' 
unacquainted with the world & human nature I entertained 
chimerical idea of my great ucces in the chase of wealth 
and fame, 

I suppo ed that in :fi e year , I would have, obtained uf
:fi.cient wealth to render me comfortably independent and 
o-ained a name among my fell ow being that would make 
me envied But instead of that after truggling and under
o-oing a great many hardship and privations and break.in()' 
off all my old tie , and formino- new acquaintances and 
a ociation altoO'ether.-here I am in poverty and ob-
curity a olitary old Bachelor - uch i the difference be

tween the picture drawn by a romantic imagination and 
the ad reality -



8 IOWA JOUR AL 0]' HI "TORY D POLITICS 

January 6th. 1845 
A thi is the sixth anniver ary of my arrival in Iowa 

I will commemorate it by adding a few words to my 
Journal 

I am in preci ely the ame ituation I wa one year ago. 
( A solitary Old Bachelor) 

fy situation and circum tance are so little changed that 
I can scarsely think a y ar has pa ed - Ye I, who was 
once so much for change adventure and novelty, have lived 
a whole year without chano-e enough to mark the exit of 
the time o with my be t bow I and my journal make our 
exit -

11 hirts 
3 Pair pantaloon 
4 Pair of Socks 
5 Vest 
2 Coats 
1 Over oat 
2 Pair drawers 
2 Stocks 

Li t of clothing 
pril 17th. 1839. 

C. anders 

2 Pocket Handerchiefs 
1 Pair Shoes 
1 " Boots 


