
THE TERRITORIAL CENTENNIAL OF IOW 

On June 12, 1838, Pre ident Martin Van Buren signed 
the bill whereby the Territory of Iowa was born on July 4, 
1838. This sprawling wilderness contained nearly 200,000 

quare miles - an area larger than that of any State in the 
Union today except Texas. It was bounded on the east by 
the Mississippi River and on the west by the muddy Mis
souri. The pine-clad forests of Canada hemmed its north
ern out kirts while the northern boundary of the State of 
Missouri formed its southern limits. Only about 10,850 
square miles of the Territory were open for ettlement in 
1838. This tract, in the southeast corner of the Territory, 
had been divided into twenty-one counties which boasted a 
population of 22,819 in 1838. The remainder of the country 
was still the Indians' hunting ground. 1 

.A century later, in 1938, the State of Iowa embraced 56,-
14 7 square miles and contained a population of two and 
one-half million people in its 99 counties. The changes 
that one hundred years had brought were amazing. The 
city of Des foines alone contained seven times as many 
people in 1938 as were counted in the whole Territory in 
1838. Then a 160-acre farm could be staked out and pur
chased for $1.25 an acre: a century later the average value 
of land in Iowa was around $88 an acre. In 1838 a log 
cabin could be raised in the Black Hawk Purchase at vir
tually no cost save the labor of the pioneer and his neigh
bors. In 1930 the average farm dwelling in Davis County 
cost $1676 while that in Scott County cost $3266. In 1840 

1. Petersen's The Birthday of the T erritory in The Palvmpsest, Vol. XIX, 
pp. 241- 250; Petersen's The Geography of Iowa T erritory in The Palimpsest, 
Vol. XIX, pp. 264-274. 
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the value of poultr of all kind , a 16 2 . In 1936 Iowa 
poultr wa orth ..,6 41 5'....., while gg added 40,205,502 
mor t th total alu of farm produ t which amount d 
to 37 10~ 540. In 1 l opl th u ht in t rm of the 
over d, agon the ta oa h and th t amboat. In 193 

th y w re thinkino- in t rm of radio t 1 Yi ion, talking 
pi tur . , tr amlin d autom bil railroad , and airplane . 

our breath! '' o- n rati n had n mor chano- in a 
ntur than mankin l had witn 1 in wo thou and y ar 

of hi tor . Iowan w r b -innino- to think bat it wa 
tim to tak inv ntor of th pa t a hi v m nt of the 

tate: th c ni nnial anniv r ar. of th tabli hm nt of 
th Territor of Iowa m c1 to provid ju t the rio-ht 
opportunity. 2 

In th ob ervan of an · publi anniY r ar there are 
at l a t two approach . n i that of the hi torian · the 
oth r that of the prom t r. Th T rritorial ntennial of 
Iowa bad be n in th mind of th tate Hi torical ociety 
of Iowa a earl a 1930 wh n th ntire tw lve i ue of 
The Palimp e t w r dev tcd to the g n ral th me Io a 
and the ation". In January of that am ar the 
publi h d William J. P t r n oin Beginning in Iowa, 
an articl in Trrn low A J OUR :r AL OF HISTORY o POLITIC 
which str sed the period up to 1 3 . The Fir t H1.mdred 
Y ars, an arti le b Ruth allaher app ar d in THE 
JOURNAL for ctob r, 193 . 

L ince 1932 each Iowa Hi tor. e k 1 bration ha 
tre ed omc nt nnial: in 1932 th c niral them wa 

devoted to th Bla k Hawk Purcha e; in 193 to the per
manent ettlem nt of Iowa; in 1934 to the attachment of 
Iowa to the Territory of Ii hio·an; in 1935 to the Drao-oon 
expedition up the D foin V nlley · and in 1936 to the 
e tabli hment of the Territory of Wiscon in. The year 

2 Petersen's In the Fields in The Palimpsest, Vol. XIX, pp. 275-2 5. 
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1937 was not di tinguished for any one out tanding event 
o Iowa Hi tory Week and The Palimpsest simply featured 

such incidents a the founding of the first bank in Iowa, 
the fir t land urvey , and the econd Bla k Hawk Purchase. 
During thi rune period the Society published uch u eful 
volumes a Black Hawk' Autobiography, hambaugh's 
History of the Iowa Constitutions, and lbert M. Lea's 
Notes on Wiscon in T erritory. Thu , a wealth of material 
had already been made acce ible to I wan wh n the en
tennial of tbe Territory of Iowa arri d in 1938. 

THE IOWA CE TE IAL COMMITTEE 

The gene i of the idea of popular celebration of the 
Territorial entennial may be traced to '' The Believers in 
Iowa'', an organization formed in 1934 to ell Iowa on the 
idea that bu iness was better than the p ychology of the 
people. Although the ob ervance of the entennial of the 
Territory of Iowa probabl had been in the mind of many 
Iowan , th honor of initiating a tatewide ob ervance has 
been credited to . Earl Hall, ditor of th iason City 
Globe-Gazette. Hall invit d about ixt prominent Iowan 
to meet at the Hot 1 Fort De Moin on February 13, 1937, 
for the con ideration of a Centennial ob ervance. fter 
an exchange of view by tho e pre ent it wa decided to 
attempt to ecure legi lative action to pon or uch a 
celebration. 3 

Followino- thi ugo-e tion, enator Earl Dean of erro 
Gordo ount introduced enate oncurrent Re olution 

o. 13 authorizing the Governor '' to appoint a tatewide, 
non- alaried committee of at 1 a t twenty-fl e persons to 
be known a the Iowa entennial ommittee, which hall 

a Report of the Managing Director and Executive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, p. 3. The ab tract of minutes of the Iowa Centennial 
Committee, together with other data, has been depo ited in the archives of the 
Historical, Memorial and Art Department at Des Moines. 
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be harged with planning and promoting of tatewide, 
regional and local ob er ance in 193 of the one hundredth 
anm er ar of the Iowa t rritor . Th Iowa legi lator 
b li ved, fir t of all, that a ent nnial ob r ance would 

ur ' nationwid publicit for Iowa. It wa al o felt 
that it would impr our itizen and pro pective citi-
zen ' with th ·owth and pr gr of th Hawkeye tat 
th r b making th m more Io, a con ciou ' and thu 

ellin<>' Iowa to Iowan ". Finally, entennial celebration 
, ould au Iowan 'to tra, 1 over th tate to ee what 
Iowa ha to offer , giYinO' citie and town the opportunity 
to 'build c 1 bration to attract vi itor and to promote 
bu ine ". 

The author of th r olution b li , d u h a pro!rram 
could be a hiev d in a numb r of wa : by promoting 
hi torical c 1 bration throu<>'hout owa · by markin<>' hi -
toric ite ; b publi hing book and map on Iov,; a hi tor ; 
by dev lopin°· a p ial cour of tudy on Iowa hi tory for 
the chool · b. publi hin()' nt nnial n w paper dition · 
b urgino- ,ariou nationaliti to portray their role in 
the d v lopment of Iowa· by adoptino- the logan '' ee 
Iowa thi ar"; by li tin()' Iowa' rontribu tion to cience, 
invention, lit ratur , mu ic, art indu tr , xploration, 
du ation, an] tate man hip· by reque tin°· th tate Fair 

and county and r -ional fair to build th ir 193 pro!rram 
around th cent nnial them · b tao-in°· pao-eants and 
play , historical a conte t , famil r uni n , and r li-
0-iou ob rvaure featurino- Iowa hi tor . 

Having outlin d a pro 0 Tam that mi()'ht ha, cau ed the 
entury of Progre committee in hicago ome anxious 

moment , the Gen ral s embl. re olved that ' tate and 
local or 0 ·anizations and in titution ( uch a local hi torical 
ocietie , olds ttlers association , Dau 0 ·hter of the Ameri
an Revolution, m rican Legion, women' club , Parent-
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Teacher ociation , chamber of commerce, county fair 
association , chool and college , lodge and ervice clubs 
and others) be requested to cooperate with the Iowa Cen
tennial Committee". The State Historical Society of Iowa 
and other agencie were al o "reque ted to cooperate with 
the Iowa Centennial ommittee and with all state and local 
organizations and institution contemplating the celebra
tion of centennial anniver arie . '' Thi re olution was 
adopted by the Senate on Iarch 9, 1937, and by the House 
on April 20th, but no appropriation wa included. 4 

On May 29, 1937, Governor el on G. Kra chel appointed 
J. R. Bahne, publisher of The Eldora H erald-Ledger, as 
chairman of the Iowa Centennial ommittee. At the ame 
time he is ued his first com.mi ions to members of the 
committee, a number which gradually grew to 122. In
cluded in the ro ter were mayors of citie of more than 
17,000 population, executives of tatewide or 0 ·anizations of 
a civic nature, new paper publi her and editors, educators, 
reli00iou leader , and prominent representative of agricul
ture, indu try, bu ine , and the prof e ion . The geogra
phic di tribution of thi Iowa entennial ommittee was 
widespread, its member bein°· cho en from fifty-five coun
tie and all nin con irre ional di trict . uch a distribution 
it wa hoped would in ure a nnif orm intere t and activity 
throughout the State. ~ finall constituted the Centen
nial ommittee had the following personnel5 : 

FIRS'r CO GRE SIO :r AL DI TRICT 

Namie 
}\fr . Katharine Baker 

Town 
Wapello 

Cmmty 
Louisa 

• Jour nal of the Senate, 1937, pp. 442-443. The re olution was printed in 
THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY .A::-JD POLITICS, Vol. XXXV, pp. 339-341. 

ee also the Report of the Managing Director and E~ecutivc ecretary of the 
Iowa Centennial Committee, Appendix A. 

s Report of the Managing Director and Exeootive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, Appendix B; Chariton Leader, March 15, 1938. 
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Nam 
. L. iklen 

Dale E. arr U 
Max \ . onrad 
Joe R. Frail y 
Thoma r n 
Rev. Il. DeWitt Henry 
R. B. Loud n 

. "\ . 1itch II 
Loui P lz r 
R. Il. Plock ( hair man ) 

. R. Rab deaux 
Benj. F. hambaugh 

Town 
llurlino-ton 
K okuk 
Burlington 
Fort ::.\Iadi ou 
Durlin!!'ton 
)fount Pl ant 
Fairfield 
Port Madi on 
Iowa ity 

D P LITI 

rounty 
D loin 
Lee 
De loin 
Lee 

e i\Ioin 
Henry 
,T ff on 
L 
,John on 
D · Moine 

B . II. hearer olumbu Junction 

o.· ,R E, ::-;1 T L DI TRI T 

fu catin 
Joh on 
Loui 

. R. Byland 

. J. ah, Jr. 
,John K. halmer 
Rt. R v. l\I !rr. Tho . oury 
W .. Ea tland 
i\Ir . 1yd L. Ell worth 
Frank IIahn 
Howard Hall 
Iluo-h Ilarri on 
R. . Howe 
L. II. Lowry 
Royal Holbrook 
B. J. Palmer 
John Ryder 
L J. elm ter ( hairman) 
Laur nc mith 
:\I rle F. W 11. 

T HIRD C'O 

Bellevu 
.\namo a 
Dubuqu 
Dubuqu 
' linton 

Dubuqu 
l'edar Rapid. 

dar Rapid~ 
Davenport 

linton 
. \namo a 

dar Rapid · 
Daven1 ort 
Dnbuqn 

linton 
Dy r vill • 
Davenport 

L DI TRIC'T 

J. R. Ilalme ( ~eneral hairman) 

Eldora 
Ward Barnes Eao-le rov 

T. W. Darlina :\far halltown 

Jack on 
-Ton 
Dubuque 
Dubuque 

linton 
Dubuque 
Linn 
Linn 

cott 
linton 

Jone 
Linn 

cott 
Dubuque 

linton 
Dubuqu 

cott 

Hardin 
Wrio-ht 
Mar hall 
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ame 
Eugene T. Flaherty 

. B. Kline (Chairman) 
A. B. Mahnke 
Dwight Purcell 
C. M. Richard 
Ralph B. Slippy 
J. Vanderwicken 

Town 
Cedar Fall 
Vinton 
Greene 
Hampton 
Toledo 
Waterloo 
Grundy Center 

FOURTH CO GRES IO AL DISTRICT 

Leo A. Davey 
Rev. W. A. Dostal 
E. J. Feuling 
M. X. Geske 
W. Earl Hall (Chairman) 
Fred W. Hermann 
W. J. Klingbeil 
George F. Mead 
Lester Milligan 
E. K. Pitman 
Thoma B. Powell 
l\Irs. Lillian Schulte 

Mason City 
Fort Atkinson 
Jew Hampton 

McGregor 
Mason City 
Manche ter 
Po tville 
Cresco 
Mason City 

orthwood 
Wet Union 
Elkader 

FIFTH CO TGRE SIONAL DI TRIC'l' 

T. Henry Fo ter 
C. A. Hill 
Karl. lVI. LeCompte 
Fred Maytaa II (Chairman) 
J. R. Rhodes 

harle P. Starrett 
John K. Valentine 
E. J. Van ostrand 

Ottumwa 
Ottumwa 
Corydon 
Newton 

ewton 
ewton 

Centerville 
Tewton 

IXTH CO GRE SIO T AL DI TRICT 

Archie . Alexander 
Joe H. Allen 
Phil S. Billings 
Grant L. Ca well 
Albert Couch 

Des Moine 
De Moine 
Des Moine 

County 
Black Hawk 
Benton 
Butler 
Franklin 
Tama 
Black Hawk: 
Grundy 

Cerro Gordo 
Winneshiek 
Chickasaw 
Clayton 
Cerro Gordo 
Delaware 
Allamakee 
Howard 
Cerro Gordo 
Worth 
Fayette 
Clayton 

Wapello 
Wapello 
Wayne 
Jasper 
Jasper 
Jasper 

ppanoo ·e 
.Jasper 

Polk 
Polk 
Polk 

tory 
Polk 
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am 
D. W. Crum 
M . Eug ne Cutler 
John Deni on 
Laurence R. Fairall 

ictor Felter 
Alex Fitzhugh 
Harvey Ingham 
Gorge Jones 
E. . Kimball ( hairman ) 

. E. Klin..,.aman 
Rabbi Eugen Iannheimer 
Mrs. W. E. Maul b. 
Mr . Max Mayer 
fr . l\I. L. orthup 

Mr. Charle F. Pye 
W .. Rupe 
J. . Ru ell 

. W. chmidt 

EVE TII 

Willard D. Archie 
William Guilfoyle 
Earl E. May ( hairman) 

. W. McCall 
Albert amen 

EIGHTH CO 

L. D. Brennan ( Jrnirman ) 
Walter Casteel 
James I. Dolliver 
G. A. Garlock 
Edgar Hovey 
Granger Mitchell 
Richard F. l\fitcheJl 
W. A. Murray 
W. R. Prewitt 
Oliver S. Reil y 
George Tucker 
R. B. Waller 

Town 
l\Ioine 

Indianola 
l\Ioin 

De· l\Ioin 

De ' ~Ioin · 
De Ioine 

Emmet bur.., 
FortDod..,.e 
Fort Dodge 
FortDod..,. 

adger 
Fort Dodge 
FortDod..,.e 
Bancroft 
Fore t ity 

lgona 
W b ter it. 
Algona 

LITI 

ounty 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 

arren 
P lk 

olk 
Marion 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 
Polk 

olk 
tor. 

Polk 
Polk 

Pag 
Pott.awattami 
Page 
Pottawattamie 
Pottawattamie 

Palo Alto 
Web ter 

eb ter 
Web tr 
W b tcr 
Web ter 
Web t.er 
Ko nth 

innebago 
Ko uth 
Hamilton 
K~ uth 
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Name 
C. Jay Bains 
C. M. Brown 
John Carey 
W. D. Haye 

NI TH CO GRE IO 

Town 
Alta 

L DI TRICT 

Mrs. Ralph Hender on 
Max R. Hue ehen 
W. C. Jarnagin 
A. J. Johnson 
Francis John on 
Paul Martin 
George illrn i tter 
R. F. tarzl 
W.R. Town 
A. . Wendel (Chairman) 
Han Wilken 

Whiting 
ioux City 
ioux ity 
ioux City 

Holstein 
torm.Lake 

Moorhead 
piritLake 
peneer 
ioux ity 

LeMar 
ioux ity 

Bron on 
Rock Rapid 

County 
Buena Vi ta 
Monona 
Woodbury 
Woodbury 
Woodbury 
Ida 
Buena i ta 
Monona 
Dickinson 

lay 
Woodbury 
Plymouth 
Woodbury 
Woodbur 
Lyon 

The pa ao-e of the joint re olution and the appointment 
of the Iowa entennial ommittee w. hailed with enthu-
ia m throu 0 ·hout Iowa. ew papers acclaim d the plan in 

editorial ; churche , chool , patriotic and civic oro-aniza
tion , all welcomed the opportunity of making Io-, an more 
con ciou of their tate at the ame time that the advan
tao-e of the ommonwealth mio-ht be made better lmown 
to out id r . The great difficulty wa the lack of an appro
priation. 

dequate :financin°· of any celebration i well nio-h es en
tial to it ucce . lway a con ervati e tate, Iowa legi -
lator have nevertheles u uall appropriated fairly gen
erous sum to projects from which the tate mi 0 ·ht receive 
favorable publicity. Between 1876 and 1936 Iowa had 
appropriated the following um fo · fair and exposition :6 

Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, 1876 $20,000 
Educational Exposition at adison, Wi con in 1884 1,000 

s The statistics on Iowa appropriations was compiled by Dr. J . A. wisher, 
Research Associate of The State Hi torical ociety of Iowa. 
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World's Expo ition at ew Orleans, 1884-1885 $16,137 
Columbian Exposition at Chicago, 1893 175,000 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition at Omaha in 1898 35,000 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition at t. Louis in 1903 145,000 
Semi-Centennial of the Constitution of Iowa at 

Iowa City in 1907 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Battle of Getty burg, 

1913 

Panama Exposition at San Franci co, 1915 
Celebration of the Siege of Vicksburg, 1917 
Sesquicentennial at Philadelphia, 1926 

entury of Progre s at Chicago, 1933 

750 

11,275 
75,000 
40,000 
95,117 
25,000 

Total $639,279 

Chairman Bahne and the Iowa entennial ommitt e, 
left without any appropriation, et to work with a will, 
casting about for fund with which to implement the wi he 
of the legislature. Between July and December, 1937, some 
ten informal conferences were held in De Moine . The 
:fir t of the em ton July 17, 1937, in the Lieutenant Go er
nor 's office in the State Hou e. hairman Bahne called the 
meeting to order. The need for some mean of financing 
the Centennial wa paramount in the mind of the ommit
tee. The appointment of an Executive ecretary and the 
e tabli hment of a central office were al o important. Among 
other thing·s the Committee was urged to reque t an appro
priation of $10,000 from the Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform. It wa al o ugg ted that the Federal gov
ernment trike off a commemorative half dollar, and a bill 
to that effect was introduced in ongre s. The plan wa 
to have the government i sue 100,000 of the e coin to be 
turned over to the Centennial Committee at par, permittinO' 
the Committee to dispo e of them at a premium if it cared 
to do o. Thi plan failed to materialize. 
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A month later, on Augu t 20th, John Huston of Ot
tumwa pre ented an elaborate plan for advertising the 
Iowa entennial in ea tern newspapers. During the ne t 
four month the Committee continued to explore various 
avenue for rai ing fund . This work wa done by a mall 
group, usually con i. ting of ome or all of the following: 
Chairman J. R. Bahne · John D. dam , Des foine ; John 
Hu ton, Ottumwa; Hugh Harri on, Davenport; Iax Hue-
chen, Hol tein; W. Earl Hall and Lester Milli cran, Ma on 

City; J. ollen, Grinnell; 0. R. weeney, mes, and 
Loui Pelzer, Iowa ity.7 

fter vainly ca ting about for four month Gov rnor Kra-
chel and hairman Bahne appeared before the December, 

1937, meetin°· of the Iowa State Fair Board and secured a 
promise to feature the entennial at the 1938 State Fair 
and al o an allotment of $5,000 for the operating expen e 
of an Executive Office for the Iowa Centennial Committee. 8 

A month later - on January 16, 193 - the full commit
tee met in De Moine and authorized the chairman to 
appoint :fiv member to erve on an Executi e Commit
tee on which he was to serve ex officio. This Executive 
Committee of six members was to appoint a board of nine 
memb r , one repre enting efl.ch congre sional district. 
The Executive ommittee was also empowered to employ 
a Managing Director and an Executive Secretary. John D. 
Adams and A. R. orey of Des Moine , John Huston of 
Ottumwa, John . ollen of Grinnell, and 0. R. Sweeney of 
Ames, were cho en by Chairman Bahne to serve on the Ex
ecutive ommittee. 9 

1 Report of the Managil.g Director and E:recutit'e <cretary of t he Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 3, 4. 

8 Report of the Managing Director and E xecutive Secretary of t he I owa 
Centennial Committee, p. 4. 

9 Report of the Managing Director and Executive Secretary of t he Iowa 
Cent en11,ial Committee, pp. 3, 4 and Appendix B. 
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Two week later, n January 2 th, the Executiv om-
mittee met in the Lieut nant o rnor offic and appoint
ed J. . Hammond, publi her of th Decorah Journal, 
Managing Dir ctor of the Io-, a Territorial ent nnial; 
P. tump, ecr tar of the Fort odg hamber of om-

u ff r tary · and ~Ir . Ila Harp r of 
:\I in ' a offic r tary. Th offic wa p n d in th 

tate Fair Board offic at the apitol buildin When Mr. 
tump d lin d hi appointm nt th ommitt 

appoint d Robert Burlingame of ldora, then ervmg a 
ecretary to o ernor 1 on . Kra chel, a Executiv 
ecretar . fr. Burlingam joined th ta:ff on Februar ' 

15th, at which time the Iowa entennial ommitte ' offic 
were moved into permanent quarter in the room of th 
Department of gricultur . 

The Executi e ommitt e open d it offic on Februar 
15th and clo ed the door on ept mber 0th. It activitie 
may be divided into four part ; (1) cooperation with the 

tat Fair Board in planning hi tori al f atur for the 
1938 fair· (2) promotion of and a i tanc to local centen
nial eel bration throughout Iowa; ( ) mana 0 • m nt of a 
publicity program; and (4) 0 ·athcrino- and di minatino
information on Iowa hi tor , trav 1, and indu try for 
p akers and writer on · nt nnial ubj t . o hard and 

fast lin marked the dutie of the Ex utive ommittee 
ta:ff. Th 3anaging Director, J. . Hammond, handl d 

the entennial publicity and encoura · d th publication of 
historical edition by Iowa new pap r . Robert Burlin
o-am , th Ex cutiv er tary, up r i ed local celebra
tions and the Speak r ' Bureau. Ir . Harper had charo-e 
of st nographic and lerical work, and manao-ed th offi e. 

Learning that the tn,te of is on in had c lebrated the 
centennial of the establishment of the Territory of Wiscon
sin in 1936, Managing Director Hammond and Executive 
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e retar Burlin°·am d t rmined to vi it the director of 
that centennial with a view to ecuring idea for the Iowa 
Centennial. On {arch 19, 193 , accompani d by William J. 
Pet r n of the tate Hi tori al ociety, th y journ ed to 
Madi on wh re th y conf err d with W. F. Wbitne , g ner 1 
manao-er of the i on in T rritorial entennial. Thi 
wa the fir t of man trip taken by the xecutiv officer . 
They traveled om 6500 mile on ent nnial bu ine . 
They conferred with r pre ntative citiz n in Dubuque 
four tim · they oun eled with citizens of Burlington, Ia-
on ity, ouncil Bluff , Iowa it , and Ame , on three 

different occa ion · the vi ited ioux ity, 1:aquoketa, 
and Decorah twice ; and they met once with imilar group 
at nam.o a, linton, lo-ona, and Toledo. Th ir prelimi
nary work over, Mr. Hammond and r. Burlingame at
tended ob er ance at m , Ia on ity, oun il Bluff , 
Dubuque, and Burlington. In addition to these Mr. Ham
mond wa pre ent at the Decorah and 1aquok ta celebra
tions while Ir. Burlingam wa pre nt at the Madrid 

pring Fe tival and poke at the Richland Homecomin 
and entennial.10 

CE TE IAL EW PAPER EDITIO 

1Ianao-ino- Dir tor J. . Hammond wa ucc ful in cur
ing the coop ration of many Iowa new pap r . n eArperi
enced newspaper man him elf, fr. Hammond dilio-ently et 
to work preparing three olid page of newspaper illu tra
tions and approximately 35 column of historical and new 
material. .A complete set of the e mat and copy were 
turned over to Iowa newspaper editors at the nominal 
charge of five dollars. The ordinary co t of engraving th 
illu tration alone would have co t each newspaper over 

10 Report of the Managmg Director and Executive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 4, 5, 24-26. 
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$125. Mo t of the photograph were received from the fol
lowing: E. W. Blom, a i tant chief engin er of the Iowa 
Highway Department; Robert 0. Bickel of Cedar Rapids; 
Williamz Photo Shop of pirit Lake; the Lander tudio of 
Boone; and the Photographic Di ision of the WP A Federal 
Writers' Project. In addition to the e, reproductions were 
made of a number of plate from the publications of the 
State Historical Society of Iowa. Local editor thu had 
the pictures and article on Iowa history prepared for 
them: jt was only neces ary to write up their local and 
county history and secure proper illu tration . It is not 
surprising that eighty-two papers availed themselves of 
this service, although only about one-half of the e managed 
to get historical edition out during· the year 193-8.11 

As a further aid, the Centennial Committee arranged 
to have journalism students at the tate University of 
Iowa specially trained and prepared to a i t newspaper 
editors getting out historical editions in variou Iowa com -
munities. William J. Petersen of the State Historical So
ciety was selected to deliver a eries of lectures to the stu
dents on the Centennial, stre sing· the highlights and calling 
attention to the various sources from which the students 
might cull material for the historical edition . The tate 
Historical Society further prepared brief county historie 
which were furnished to the Centennial Committee for dis
tribution to arious papers.12 

An exact list of the newspaper issuing centennial edition 
11 Report of the Managing Director and Executive Secretary of the Iowa 

Centennial Committee, pp. 6-8. The two major advertising services cooperated 
fully with the Iowa Centennial Committee. The Metro Company of New York 
and the Meyer-Both Company of Chicago both supplied subscribing news
papers with "mats" to illustrate their advertising without charge. on
subscribing papers could secure these ''mats'' for the nominal sum of $4.50. 

12 J. A. Swisher and Ruth A. Gallaher compiled or edited the bulk of these 
county histories. It was necessary for the Society to employ additional 
assistance in order to eomplete the work. 
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is unavailable. The Richland Clarion contained only four 
page , but had considerable historical material in it. The 
Decorah Journal and the Decorah Public Opinion produced 
identical edition in a joint cooperative venture. The 
name of both paper appeared on the ma t-head. The 
weekly Toledo Chronicle became a daily during the Tama 
County Homecomino- and Iowa entennial celebration. 
The Chronicle printed a total of twenty- ix pages with a 
wealth of hi torical material in it unique thr e-day cen
tennial edition. The Lorirnor Agricultural Fair got out a 
four page pr ad with many hi torical articl and pictures. 
Many editor doubtle planned to u e the material in the 
near future. Down to De ember, 1938, the tate Hi torical 

ociety of Iov. a had r eceived copie of the followino- his-
torical editions :13 

The Albia Union-Republicam,, eptember 2..,, 1938 
The Algona Upper Des Moine , ugu t 16 1938 
The Anamosa Eureka, ugust 18, 1938 
The Anamosa Journal, ugu t 18, 193 
The Anthon H erald, Auru t 17, 1938 
The Daily Hawk-Eye Gazett (Burlington), eptember 2, 

1938 
Centerville Daily Iowegian, ugu t 23, 193 
Clarinda H erald-J oiirnal, October 31, 1938 
The Howard County Titnes ( re co), Augu t 24, 1938 
Decorah Journal and Pitblic Opinion, ugu t 25, 1938 
The T elegraph-H erald (Dubuque), August 14, 1938 
The Eldora H erald-Ledger, ugust 4, 1938 
The J ewell Record, ugu t 18 1938 

13 The • tnte Jiistorical ociety ent out letters in October to sixty three 
editor from whom no historical edition had been received. Of the nineteen 
who replied only six had issued such editions. If the same ratio existed for 
the forty-four who did not reply, it is probably safe to assume that scarecly 
half of those Ji ted in the Centennial Report got out hi torical editions. 
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Th Leon Journal-R porter 
Jack 01 ntmel ok ta 
Ma on lob t' Ju 
The 1 ilton H ra t ~5 
The M ontic llo Ex pre 
Th I onfe..,uma Republican 
The el Hampton Tribun , .... ugu t 1 
Th Od bolt hronicl , 
Th Richland lario11 

L1011 ounf y R v 

iou.r ity Journal, July I'"" 1 
The ioux ity T1·ibun , July ..,, 1 
Th Toledo hronicl u!!'U t 4 5, 
The Daily Freeman-Journal ( ... b t r 

5 193 

1 . 

The Winter ct Madi ouian, pt mb r - , 1 · 

n of th out tandin · · wa d · 
which boa t of b in()' tl rn r o th 

pt mb r 1 

ptemb r 

The ditor. aw fit to c 1 brat fift th commu-
nit progr (the 1 ap r "a f und l n Iay ..,7, 1 7) 
and a cordin°·ly i u d a b autifnll. illu trnt d, :fiy - olumn 
104-pao-e hi tori al dition. Th i u ntain d on ribu
tion by two nativ on of d bolt: L o .... \.. B rah of the 

ational eographic oci ty and 1 ril- ~fcKinl Erikk on 
f th niY r ity of outh rn alifornia.11 

p BLICIT F THE E 'TE, T -I.AL 

In addition to the man. articl app aring- in th yariou .. 
w ekl and dail. n w pap r Tlte De JI ui11e Regi t r 
featur d articl and ditorial on the nt nnial by Harv y 

H The Odebolt Chronicle, July 2 , Augu t !!5, 193 . The hi torical issue 
was mailed fre to paid-in-advance subscriber u.ud sold for twenty-five cents 
n. copy to others. 



THE TERRITORIAL CENTEN IAL OF IOWA 19 

Ingham and other staff members. Feature articles were 
also printed in the Sunday magazine section. 

Much pace was given by The Cedar Rapids Gazette to 
Centennial celebrations in eastern Iowa, many of the 
articles being profusely illu trated with pictures of his
torical floats and exhibit . 

A number of magazine of wide pread circulation 
featured the Iowa Centennial. The Mid- ontinent Petro
leum Company in erted a double-page pread of pictures 
and an article in The Diarnond, the regular publication of 
the company. The Dodg·e Motor Co pan allocated con-
iderable space in the Dodge News to the Iowa entennial. 

The Central Life urance ociety of De Moine featured 
the Centennial in the September i sue of Clas, it official 
publicity organ. umerous other commercial, educational, 
religiou , and ocial organization devoted much space to 
the Centennial through their pecial publication . 

The Iowa Cent nnial received till other national pub
licity. Rotogravure pictures of the Iowa in<Ying enten
nial at me appeared in the New York T imes, the Detroit 
News, and the Kan as City tar. pproximately two 
thou and 4-H Girl app ared in one picture. The Chicago 
Tribune devoted nearly a page te, the Iowa '11erritorial Cen
tennial in its unday i ue of June 12th. everal illus
tration were u ed and it has been e timated that the cost 
of running this material a a paid adverti ement would 
have been double the expen e of the Iowa Centennial 

ommittee it elf. u The New York Herald-Tribune and 
Th e Chri tian cience Monitor al o carried articles on the 
Iowa entennial. 

THE ATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

One of the fir t things which the Executive Office ought 

1s Report of the Managitng Director and Executive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 6, 7. 
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to do was to secure an article on Iowa in the National 
Geographic Magazine. Such an article in a magazine with 
over a million subscribers would naturally re ult in nation
wide publicity. The ational Geographic ociety agreed, 
after months of appeal , to feature Iowa in a future issue 
of the magazine. It could not, however, becau e of previou 
commitment , promise it before 1939. Leo A. Borah, an 
editor on the 1 ational Geographic taff, pent several 
weeks in Iowa, during the spring of 1938. Secretary of 
State Robert E. O'Brian arranged tran portation all over 
Iowa while John D. dams, General Secretary of the Des 
Moines Chamber of Commerce, and Alex Fitzhugh, execu
tive director of the Greater Des Moines Committee, devoted 
much of their time to Mr. Borah. In ugust the Geo
graphic ociety ent out Jo ph B. Robert , a taff photog
rapher, who pent two month touring the tate in search 
of picture . Robert traveled over ix thou and miles and 
took over eig·ht hundred picture , many of them in color . 
In October he returned to Washington where he imme
diately et to work developing and writing leg·ends for his 
pictures. When this work wa completed he ubmitted 142 
black and white pictures and 121 colored ones to the 
National Geographic editor . Of the e ome sixty will be 
used. The pictures and the article, accordino· to fr. Borah, 
will entail an expenditure of approximately $100,000 by the 

ational G ographic ociety. The Iowa number will appear 
ometime in 1939.16 

IOWA HISTORY WEEK 

The entennial of the Territory of Iowa formed the 
central theme for Iowa Hi tory Week in 1938, the thir-

1s The Des Moines Register, April 24, 1938; Iowa City Press.Citizen, October 
10, 1938; letter from Robert Burlingame to William J. Petersen, dated April 
23, 193 ; letter from Joseph B. Roberts to William J. Petersen, dated Novem· 
ber 29, 1938. 
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teenth of a eri s spon ored jointly by the tate Historical 
Society of Iowa and the Iowa Federation of Women's 
Clubs. The purpo e of devoting a week each ear to Iowa 
hi tory is to stimulate a greater intere tin the tory of the 
Commonwealth. In previous year the tate Historical 

ociety of Iowa ha devoted at lea t one complete is ue of 
The Palirnpsest to the subject cho en for the th me of Iowa 
Hi tory Week. In 193 , all twelve i ue of The Palimpsest 
were devoted to the hi tory of Iowa in 1 38. This pro
vided a wealth of material, not only for school and tudy 
clubs during Iowa Hi tory Week but al o for their study 
of Iowa hi tory throughout the ear. Tran portation and 
communication, agriculture and indu try, the social, reli
gious, and educational life of the people, all were treated 
in detail a the taff of the tate Hi torical ociety gleaned 
the tory from the new paper publi hed a century ago. 
Bio!rraphie of notable pioneers, stories of :fight for county 
seat , account of the vici itude and reward of jour
nalism, appeared from time to time. Tale of the medical, 
leo·al, and dental prof e sion were inter per ed with 
account of formal celebrations and homespun amusements. 
In addition to school and study clubs, the e tories were 
of great value to the Centennial Committee as a guide in 
furni hing material and cuts to new papers for their 
hi torical edition .17 

THE CENTENNIAL POSTAGE STAMP 

Undoubtedly one of the most noteworthy achievements 
of the Centennial Committee was its ucce s in ecuring 
the issue of an Iowa Centennial po tag stamp by the 

11 See the April, 193 , issue of the Editor's Sheet, the monthly newspaper 
release of The State Historical Society of Iowa. Copies of this news bulletin 
are sent free to over four hundred Iowa newspapers. During 193 the Editor's 
Sheet featured the Iowa Territorial Centennial, thereby contributing twelve 
solid columns of historical data to Iowa newspaper . 
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F d t. Th p u h a tamp had 
b n 37 but . n r i di n t ry tallize 
until mar · 7 v· n wrote 
th rtm nt r · ritorial 

nt nnial tam · al om-
mitt op ncd it u ry 1 , 
t p w nc ur th i. ' lUlnc f an Iowa 
tamp. wa h· ·tamp , · ul l mark not 
nl th am · f Ilnwkc>y 

it w uld al o b t ta d in honor f th 
nt nnial anniv ' a .. 
Th fir t th part ' m t with an m-

phati 1; ruary 11 11. rth actin 
Third tant tma t r tifi 1 th om-
mitt that T rritorial t, n Y r i u d. 
month lat r on :Mar h lltl la k 'Ihird 
i tant a t r n rnl, a O'fi · r j t d th pl a of 

Iowa for nt nnial tamp. 
ndaunt <l b th bu ommittee 

nli ted th upp rt o . H rrin nd on-
!!T man Bi rmam1 both of who · pu hed 
th plan · ington. n :Ma , 193 i Roo -
velt xpr ympath ' with Iowa · b d 
he could not o errule th d ci ion f th P 
partm nt. an alternativ elt ug-
0' t d that the ommitt '' a ail it lf of th ri ht to 0'0 

to the dir ctor of th mint and ha a p ial m dal 
coined.'' ince thi would ha to b old in ord r t pay 
expense the E ecutive ommittee obj ct d, not onl be
cau e it had no fund but al o b cau it di lik d th com
mercial promotion eed d for uch a ampairn. R fu ing 
to accept the presidential eto, nator Herrino- hortl 
rallied the ntir Iowa d legation to hi upport. The 
Iowa delegation insisted that the tamp b i ued a '' an 
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official recognition by the Federal government- the only 
official federal recognition.'' Wh n Po tma t r General 
Farley and Pr ident Roo ev lt remained adamant the 
Iowa delegation threaten d to introduce a bill in ongre 
to compel the Po t Office Department to i ue an Iowa 

entennial tamp. ince wa a bout to adjourn 
and the Admini tration feared a po ible delay the Post 
Office Department capitulated and enator H rring jubi
lantly wired the ommittee of the ucce of hi long fight. 

soon as it had been announc d that Iowa was to be 
honored with a entennial tamp a number of towns re
quested that the honor of first da ' al be grant d them. 
Burlino-ton had been the Territorial capital in 183 . Du
buque stre ed her claim of b ing the oldest city and wa 
actually celebrating her 150th anniversary wh n Iowa was 
observing its entennial. ouncil Bluff and Graettinger 
al o put forth claim for this honor. The entennial om
mittee, not being compo ed of exp rienced philatelist , at 
fir t ought to have the tamp plac d on ale imul
taneou ly in all Iowa po t office in order that there would 
be no discrimination a ·ain t any city. The Po t Office 
Department immediatel declared that thi would be unpre
cedented, a well a extremely e.x:pen ive and unfair to 
tamp collector . The Department was al o oppo ed to 

singling out Burling-ton, Dubuque, and Des Moine . Third 
Assistant Postmaster General Black, upon learning that 
State Fair Week at De }ifoine would be the climax of 
the Iowa Centennial, ugge ted on May 27th that it would 
'' seem logical to bring the tamp out at that time.'' 

On June 6th Black wired the Iowa Centennial Committee : 
'' For philatelic ( stamp collecting) rea on it is necessary 
to designate one place for first day ale of Centennial Iowa 
Territory stamp. Propose to have same at Des Moines on 
Aug1.1st 24. Wire confirmation.' Pre ed for an immediate 
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reply, the entennial ommittee determined to award the 
first day' ale of the tamp to the Iowa tate Fair at 
Des Moine , since it wa the only oro-anization putting 
actual cash into the Centennial.1 

Iowa received nationwide and even international publi
city from it fir t commemorativ tamp. The tamp de
picted Old Capitol at Iowa ity, the ite of which wa 
selected in 1839 and the corner tone dedicated on July 4, 
1840. On Monday afternoon, ugu t 22nd, 92,000 order 
for "fir day cover " had been received at Des Moine . 
Experts predicted the ale promi ed to be the laro-e t fir t
day sale of stamp in the hi tory of tamp collecting. The 
following evening, tamp collector from all part of the 
nation held a banquet at the Kirkwood Hotel. The Execu
tive Council of the State of Iowa appropriated one thou
sand dollars to purcha e Iowa entennial tamp to place 
on all mail leaving the tate Hou e on ug11 t 24th. For 
months prior to this date th po tal metering machine in 
the State House had carried a cachet on each piece of mail 
advertising the Iowa Centennial and the Iowa entennial 
State Fair. 

The i suing of a commemorative tamp wa a plendid 
tribute to the Hawkeye tate. Iowan verywhere bought 
large numbers of stamps. Harlan Miller reported that 
Iowans in Washington were buying the new tamp by the 
sheets. Senator lyde Herring proudly declared the Iowa 

1s Report of the Managing Director and the Executive ecretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 9-11; The De Moines Register, May 24, July 27, 
1938. Typical of the local interest in the Iowa cntennial tamp is the fol• 
lowing excerpt from an editorial in the Catholic Daily Tribune of Dubuque 
for May 26, 193 . '' The design of the stamp is not yet definitely settled. 
As was suggested in these columns, it would be great if the Iowa Centennial 
committee could be persuaded to recommend a picture of Julien Dubuque, first 
permanent settler a.nd trader of the oldest community in Iowa, and that 
Dubuque should have the privilege of having the first day sale of this special 
stamp.'' 
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• nt ,nnial tamp wa t1t • • tateli t' f all omm mora
tiv tamp .10 

CE .TE.. IAL HIGHW Y P 

c ntrilmtion of far-r a •hino- valu w nt IJ-

nial wa made b • th I wa Hio-hwa part it 
print cl , 00 map with adv rti ino- al out th 
'tat wid nt nnial in 1 3 ·d an<l icture 

the map li ted Iowa ' tlra tion a Trav 1 ur -
land . Both the front and back of thi fold d map 
w red c rat d, ith a welcom to ate id nt nnial. 

ift n hi toric and c nic pi tur were attra tiv 1 ar
rang d arou11d the bor<l r on th back of th map. In addi 
tion th r wa ad tail d a count of the comino- tate air, 
a tabl of th eel bration throughout the tate a r port d 
at the tim the map wa print d and a li t of hi toric pot 
that ould prov int r tino- to th i itor. 

Th map wa id ly u d by Iowans and mu t have be n 
rri d to man of th oth r fort - v n tat f the niou 

b, vi itor o th Hawk y tat . Th map wa o popular 
that th uppl f :fift. thou and wa quickl • xhau ted. 20 

THE CE TE.. ·rAL O • THE RADIO 

h r dio r ·eel a an important vehicl f r tran ·mit
tin tory of th Iowa nt nnial - hether in n w or 
radi dramatiz tion. Through th ooperation of th F d
ral riter Proj ct o co Iac of rinnell prepared 

a of fift n 15-minut radio dramatization ba d on 

111 Tlit! n,. .Jfoin .~ Rrg1 trr, ugu. t 23, 25, 26, 193 . The number of 
tamp old nt D foine wa 215,200, A total of 209, 60 first-day cnncel -

1 tion "er• re ordc,I. Tiu• Ji · of notahll'!! to whom theqe fir t day cover 
wer Bl•nt rnn th who! gamut from Pr ident Roosevelt, Henry Morg nthnu, 
.Tr., nnd II rol,l I kl. to hirJ,,y Temple, Adolphe • feojou, and )fory l'i ·kford. 

20 Report of th.'1 lCaMging Director and Executit•~ euretary of th,- Iowa 
C ntt-11nial ommittee, p 2. A copy of th map hna b n pla ·ed in tho Libran 
of th tate Hi toril'Al ocicty of Iowa. 
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Iowa history. Multiple copie of each script - ufficient to 
upply both technical taff and actors - were supplied to 
tation WOI at me ; WKBB at Dubuque; OC at Dav

enport; KFJB at {arshalltown; KOIL at ouncil Bluffs; 
KWLC at Decorah; WS I at Iowa ity; WMT at Water
loo; KGLO at fa on ity; and KF Fat henandoah. A 
number of tations pre ented the e dramatizations. 

Throughout 1938 William J. Peter en of the tate His
torical Society gave rerru.lar 15-m.inute radio talk on Ter
ritorial pisodes each Wednesday over tation WSUI. The 
State Historical Society al o ponsored an exten ive series 
of Centennial talks over the ame tation during Iowa His
tory Week. The speaker on thi program included H. J. 
Thornton, William J. Peter en, J. . wi her, Ruth . Gal
laher, and Jack T. Johnson. 

tation WOI cooperated with the American Legion ux
iliary, Department of Iowa, in pre enting a series of Cen
tennial dramatizations during July and August. The tate 
Fair Board offered prizes for the two best e says written 
on the basis of these broadca ts. Station WOI al o fea
tured a talk by Robert Burlingame on April 20th. Events 
of the State 4-H Club Girls convention in June, relatincr to 
the celebration of the Centennial, were al o broadcast. 

Pre ident Eugene A. Gilmore of the tate University of 
Iowa read a greeting· from Governor Kraschel in honor of 
the Iowa ventennial on the University Founders' Day 
broadcast on February 25th. This progTam was carried on 
a nationwide hook-up of the BC Blue etwork. 

Station WHO featured a 30-minute dramatic and musical 
program on June 12th, the one hundredth anniver ary of 
the passage of the congressional act which e tablished the 
Territory of Iowa. It was one of the outstanding radio pro
grams. 21 

21 Report of the Managing Director and E xeoutwe Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 19, 20. 
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CE TE NIAL SPEAKER 

In the pring of 1931, William J. Peter en, of the State 
Historical ociety of Iowa, delivered one of the :first lec
tures on "Centennials in Iowa History" before a larg·e 
body of teacher at Oelwein, Iowa. When plans for a Te~
ritorial entennial had crystallized, Loui P lzer, an active 
member of the entennial Committee, suggested to that 
body the wi dom of e tablishing a Speaker 'Bureau. The 
idea was to have a list of names of speakers available to 
meet the many reque t that would arise from school and 
study clubs, from civic and patriotic organization during 
the entennial c lebration. ince uch a bureau would not 
place a :financial burden on the Centennial ommittee, the 
idea wa bailed with enthusiasm and the creation of a 

peaker ' Bureau wa one of the :first acts of the Executive 
ommittee. Profe or Pelzer wa appointed chairman of 

the Bureau and cooperated with nfr. Burlingame at De 
:Moin . large number of notable Iowans were invited to 
participate in this work, every effort being made to have 
uch peakers widely di tributed throughout the tate. 22 

Thirty men and women who were prominently identified 
with hi torical activities and civic life accepted the invita
tion to serve a official peakers. Each one agreed to :fill a 
limited number of peaking engagements within a reason
able di tance of hi home. 11 speakers were supplied with 
a mimeographed manual prepared in the Executive Office, 
together with data on scenic and historic sites, and statis
tics on the current economic life of the Commonwealth. 

The Executive Office next forwarded a li t of the peak
ers and their topics to various chambers of commerce, 
American Legion po t , service clubs, schools, and other or
ganizations. Program chairmen were invited to use the 

22 THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XXIX, p. 306; cor
respondence of Dr. Lows Pelzer in Iowa City and the Iowa Centennial Com
mittee at Des Moines. 
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Executive Office at De Moine a a clearing-hou e for 
peaking arrang·ement , or to contact peaker directly. 

Before clo ing the entennial Offi e, fr. Burlingame ent 
out a que tionnaire a king p aker to li t the number of 
their engagement too-ether with the approximate attend
ance at each. Twenty- ix speaker reported, five tating 
that they filled no engagement b cau e of illne , ab ence 
from the State, or for other rea on . total of 395 talk 
were made by the twent -one remainin°· peaker . ix had 
deliverE>d only one lecture each, four had given over twenty 
talks, while Royal Holbrook manao-ed to pre ent the Cen
tennial to 195 audience ummary of the indiYidual re-
ports follows : 23 

Name Engagements Attendance 
Brennan, Lawrence D. 1 500 
Do tal, Rev. W. 2300 
Gage, Dr. Harry M. 3 2000 
Garrett, B. W. 1 200 
Hathorn, Mrs. W. H. 12 750 
Henely, Mr. Eugene 11 650 (at 9) 
Hills, Rev. Leon C. 18 1750 
Holbrook, Royal H. 195 37,000 
Houghton, Mrs. H. C., Jr. 27 No total 
MacMartin, Mrs. W. G. 14 1095 (at 13) 
fannheimer, Rabbi Eugene 1 225 
faul by, Mrs. W. E. 3 170 

Mayer, Mrs. Max 3000 
Pelzer, Louis 3 325 
Peter en, Wm. J. 22 7015 
Plock, R.H. 1 70 
Reque, S.S. 44 o total 

chulte, Mrs. Lillian 7 477 (at 4) 
Slippy, Ralph B. 20 o total 
Swisher, J. A. 1 300 
Weitz, Mrs. F. W. 1 o total 

23 Report of the Managing Director and E:reoutive Seuretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 32, 33. 
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The eighteen peaker who listed attendance :figures 
tated they were heard by approximately 58,000 persons at 

three hundred gatherings. The number attending the forty
eight lecture delivered by the three who did not report at
tendance mi ·ht run thi total clo e to 75,000. The value 01 

the e lecture wa two-fold. Fir t of all they inculcated en
thu ia m in local communitie for the Centennial, erving 
a an impelling force in encouraging other celebration . 

econdly, uch peeches by word of mouth and through 
the local pre reached virtually every family in the tate 
of Iowa, thus forming one of the mo t important publicity 
and educational devi e in the entennial machinery. 

CO TRIBUTIO.i: OF THE WP A TO THE CE~ ~'rE ~ IAL 

The Iowa Guide Book.-For almo t two core years a 
rich flow of hi torical literature has been published on 
Iowa hi tory, largely by the tate Hi torical Society. n 
additional opportunity to become intere ted in tate and 
local hi toTy wa offered Iowan in 1938 with the publi
cation of the fir t comprehen ive State g11ide book. The 
new book i entitled Iowa: A Guide to the Hawkeye tate. 
It wa compiled by the Federal Writer ' project of the 
WP A for the tate of Io a and fo-rm one of the merican 
Guide erie which i bein · promoted by the Federal 
government for the forty-eig·ht tate . lthou0 ·h planned 
a a guide for tranger vi iting· or pa ing throu()'h Iowa, 
the book likewi e will serve in acquainting Iowans with 
their own tate. It wa both timely and fortunate that 
the Iowa Guide Book should appear during the celebration 
of the Territorial Centennial. 

The Iowa Guide Book, containing a wealth of information 
on the history of Iowa and the numerou Iowa communi
ties, was sponsored by the State Historical Society of Iowa 
in accordance with an act of the Forty-se enth General 
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ssembly, but the credit for the selection of subject matter 
and the responsibility for the arrangement and editing of 
material belong to those per ons who directed the acti
vitie of the Federal Writer Project.24 The editor was 
Raymond Kresensky. 

Parades a;nd Pageants.-A larg-e number of Iowa com
munities early ignified a de ire to observe the Centennial 
with pageant and parades if some a sistance could be 
rendered by the Iowa Centennial Committee. Spurred on 
by these requests, the Committee made application to the 
Iowa Emergency Con ervation Work on April 1, 1938, 
for an allocation of funds to supply the cost of materials 
for costumes and stage properties to be u ed in such local 
pageants. The application was granted and a total of 
$3030 was expended from the ECW fund . The Centen
nial Committee next enlisted the aid of the Museum Ex
tension Project of the WP in making· the nece sary 
costumes and stage propertie . During the spring and 
summer months, the WP A 1:useum Exten ion Project 
employed approximately 200 worker on co tume and 
stage properties, devoting· a total of approximately 36,644 
man-hours to Centennial items. It wa estimated that 
$20,154.20 was expended by the WP A for labor on the fol
lowing project : 

52 complete Centennial co tu.me (6 et -142 each) 
6 complete sets of Iowa Centennial Pageant cenery 
1 complete set State Fair Centennial Pageant scenery 
438 costumes for tate Fair Centennial Pageant 
6 costumes and flag 
1 paper on costumes 
100 pamphlets bound 
50 manuals bound 

24 The new Iowa Guide Book retails for $2.50 and can be secured at book 
stores or from the Viking Press. 
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75 tomahawk 
75 peace pipe 
480 banner and po ter 
300 booklet covers 
6 muslin drape 
6 Indian tep es 
1 ilk screen frame 
400 entennial handkerchiefs 
2 ramp 

In addition to thi help the Federal Writer ' Project 
contributed photographic work, research and editorial 
work, composition of radio cripts, and the typing of radio 
cripts. ccording to Raymond Kre en ky, tat Director 

of the Federal riter ' Project, seven employees worked 
872 man-hour on the e a ignment at a co t to the WP A 
of approximately $581.75. 

The F deral rt Project of the WP undertook to pro
ide mural painting , 200 feet long and 12 feet high, por

traying the development of Iowa agriculture during the 
fir t c ntur of permanent white ettlement. Only one 
ection of thi work, intended for the gricultural Building 

of the tate Fair, wa completed in time for the 1938 Fair, 
but the project will be continued until :finished. The 
Federal rt Project al o pr par "'d a photographic exhibit 
depictin°· a century of progre s in Iowa livestock. This 
wa one of the mo t popular di plays at the tate Fair. 

On February 18, 1938, Mrs. Jessie L. Hanthorn, Director 
of the Women' and Prof e ional Division of the Iowa 
Work ProoTe dmini tration and E. R. Wagner, 
Director of the Recreation Di i ion of the same adminis
tration were enli ted under the entennial banner. fr. 
W am.er agreed to provide a pageant consultant and such 
as i tant as would be nece ary to set up and maintain 
a staff to as i t local communitie in sponsoring Centennial 
observance . ubsequently laudine Humble of Eldon 
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was appointed pageant con ultant effecti.-e :March 1, 1938. 
The following month Jean Iarie Corey and hlrs. Martha 
G. Canfield, both of Des Moine , were appointed assistant 
pageant con ultants. The pageant con ultant maintained 
their offices in the entennial ffice and were in all ways 
an integTal part of that organization. Their alaries, how
ever, were paid by the Work Progre dministration 
and did not con titute an expen e to the tate of Iowa. 

Many Iowa communitie availed them elves of the 
pageant script, the ervice of the pageant director, and 
the costumes and paraphernalia afforded them through 
the offices of the Centennial ommittee by the Iowa Work 
Progress Administration and the Iowa Emer 0 ·ency Con
servation Works. According to the statistic compiled by 
Mr. Burlingame a total of thirty-three communities used 
some or all of the pageant facilities offered. :Many of the e 
communities probably would have b en unable to partici
pate in the celebration had thi a i tance not been 
available. 26 

LOCAL AND REGIO AL CE TE IAL CELEBRATION 

According to :figure relea ed by Robert Burlino-ame, 
Executive ecretary of the Iowa Centennial ommittee, at 
least :fifty-eight centennial celebration were held in Iowa 
in 1938. 20 Li ted in cbronolooi.cal order tbe e were a 
follows: 

25 Report of the Managing Direotor and Executive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 22, 23. 

26 Report of the Managing Director anil Executive Secretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, Appendix F. There were doubtle s other celebrations 
held in Iowa which are not included in this list. At Dubuque, for example, 
the Catholics observed the centennial of the establishment of the Archdiocese. 
An outstanding by-product was the publication of the Centennial History of 
the Archdiocese of Dubuque by Rev. l\I. M. Hoffmann. The John on County 
4-H Clubs also stressed the Centennial in their regular yearly fe tival in the 
Field House of the tate Uni.er 1ty of Iowa. 
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February 21 
April 1 23 
April 21-22 
April 30 
May 25-27 
June 15-18 
June 19-21 
June 22-24 
June 24-25 
June 26-29 
July 3 
July 3-5 
July 3-5 
July 4 
July 4 
July 4 
July 4 
July 4 
July 16- 17 

July 28-30 
August 1-6 
Augu t 4-6 

ugu t 5-7 
Aug. 17, Sept. 15 
Auo-ust 10 
August 10-11 

U!?U t 11-13 
Augu t 14-17 
Augu t 16-19 

ugu t 16-19 

ugust 16-19 
August 17-1 
Augu t 17-1 

ugust 17- 19 
Aurnst 17-21 
Augu t 1 -19 

Augu t 20-21 

entennial Ball 
Iowa Hi tory Week 
Iowa Product Exhibit 
May Day Frolic 
Community elebration 
4-H Girl ' onvention 
Band Fe tival entennial 
Mid- ummer Day, Inc. 
Jubilee Day 
We t Liberty Centennial 
Centennial Celebration 
Centennial elebration 

entennial elebration 
ntennial elebration 

Training chool for Girl 
entennial Celebration 
entennial elebration 

Ko uth County Fair 
Winne hiek ounty Home-

coming 
Centennial elebration 
Anamo a entennial 
Tama ounty Celebration 
De cendant , Henry Morris 
Centennial Celebration 
4-H and ommunity Club 
Jewi h ommunity Center 
Hardin County Fair 
Jack on 'iounty entennial 
Buena i ta County Fair 
Crawford ounty Homecom-

ing 
Loui a ounty Fair 

ounty Fair 
treet arnival 

Henry County Pageant 
Dubuque esquicentennial 
Farm Bureau & Chamber 0£ 

Commerce 
Marion County Fair 

Algona 
tatewid 

Whiting 
Hubbard 
Ft. Madi on 
Ames 
Mason City 
Madrid 
Charles ity 
We tLiberty 
0 age 
Le Mar 
Cherokee 
Bloomfield 
Mitchellville 
0 ceola 
Garner 
Algona 

Decorah 
Richland 
.A.namo a 
Toledo 
Stockport 
Council Bluff 
Malvern 
De Moine 
Eldora 
Maquoketa 
Alta 

Deni on 
Columbus Jct. 
Vinton 
Algona 
Mt. Pleasant 
Dubuque 

Estherville 
Knoxville 
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ugust 22-24 
ugust 22-25 

ugu t 22 

August 23-25 
August 24-25 
August 24-26 

ugust 28-30 
eptember 5 

September 5-9 
eptemb r 6-9 

September 6-9 
September 7-11 

eptember 8-9 
September 11 
September 16 

eptember 16 
September 16-17 
September 16-19 

eptember 23-24 
September 23-25 
October 7 
October 15 

Jasper County Fair 
Eagle Grove Di trict Junior 

Fair 
Boone ounty chievement 

how 
ac ounty Fair 

Lorimor Agricultural Fair 
Centennial Pageant 
Centennial Homecomina 
Centennial Pageant 
Hamilton ounty Expo ition 

ational Beef attle how 
Derby Di trict Fair 
Territorial Centennial 
Centennial Pageant 
Clayton County Bar 
Centennial Parade 
Community Council 
Old Settlers' Reunion 
Big Four Fair 
Fall Festival 
Homecoming Celebration 
Centennial Pageant 

entennial Parade 

Colfax 

Eagle Grove 

Boone 
Sac City 
Lorimor 
Centerville 
Jewell 
Marshalltown 
Web ter City 
Fort Dodge 
Derby 
Burlington 
Rock Rapid 
Guttenberg 
Humeston 
Oaltland 
Waverly 
Po tville 
Albia 
Afton 

henandoah 
Collins 

tati tic submitted indicate that approximately 616,950 
attended forty of the e local c lebration . With this num
ber as a guide fr. Burlin ·am estimate that nearly 
750,000 Iowan and vi itor attended the :fifty-eight Cen
tennial observance in Iowa. In addition, he e timates that 
20,000 Iowans participated in the e event . Imo t one
third of the total population of Iowa thus aw or parti
cipated in the various festival held throughout the Hawk
eye State. Most of the remaining two-third must have 
become Centennial- onsciou through relative , neighbors, 
or friends, who did participate. With the radio and news
papers offering additional avenues of approach into the 
Iowa home it is doubtful if many Iowans are till unaware 
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that the year 1938 marked the hundredth anniversary of 
the birthday of the Territory of Iowa. Thu , the spirit of 
the joint re olution has been in laro-e mea ure achieved. 

While ome of th entennial celebration were com-
paratively imple affairs, many of them tended to be 
elaborate f ti al ri aling or ven urpa ing anything 
ver before pre ented in the variou c mmunities. Al

thouo-h the magnitude of the celebration wa generally 
dependent upon the population and w alth of a community, 
the ucce wa u ually directly in proportion to the 
enthu ia m and ooperation of the itizen . ome mall 
communities, uch as We t Liberty, tao- d celebration 
that equalled or xcelled tho e held in fir t cla cities. 
While a few citie probably went in the red it would eem 
that mo t of them balan d their budget. 

Ten communitie (Burlin!rton, enterville, Deni on, 
Derby, Eldora, Fort fadison, Le Mar , Jadrid, fount 
Pleasant, and e t Liberty) emplo ed th John B. Roger 
Producing ompan to tage their pao-eant . One com
munity (Dubuque) ecured the ervice of the Jerome H. 

argill Producing ompany of ew ork ity. The e 
production were uperbly executed but it i doubtful if 
they won warmer prai e than wa accorded Iowa: The 
Open Door - the pageant writt n by laudine Humble and 
co turned and otherwi e equipped through the a i tance 
of WP fund . Pre s account and comment of citizen 
in uch communitie as Anamo a, herokee, and 1:aquoketa 
will attest this fact. total of thirty-three Iowa communi
ties in thirty-one widely scattered counties used some or 
all of the pageant facilities offered by the Executive Office 
of the Centennial Committee. Twenty-two of these used 
the complete service; ten u ed the co tumes only, and one 
used only the stage sets. Since thi material had been 
designed especially for Iowa: The Open Door, it follows 
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that Ii Humble' manual wa widely u ed through
out Iowa. ome of the communitie , however, in erted 
certain epi ode relating to the local cene. 27 

A pageant, a parade, and the di play of pioneer antique 
were three of the mo t common device u d by the variou 
local communitie . In addition to the e, p rhap two core 
new paper i ued hi torical edition and carried numerou 

entennial torie and n w fla he . Other new paper 
that had ordered mat and torie from the Centennial 
Office do btless u ed much of it for filler and feature torie 
throughout the year. bi tory of the community was 
sometime produced. Prize were offer d to chool children 
for the be t es a on their local communitie , or some 
pha e of the Centennial. chool and club heard many 
addr s e by local or imported peaker b fore the en
tennial wa ob erved. 11 the were po itiYe educational 
force . On the amu ement or nt rtainment ide of the 
ledg r there were :firework , hor e racin°· and auto racing, 
regattas, dances, banquet , ba eball game , airplane flights, 
balloon a c n ion , parachut jump vaudeville acts, con
ce ions, and a score of imilar attraction . There wa a 
wide difference in communitie ; ome had almo t all of 
the above features, other had onl a few. Garner omitted 
the pageant but staged an x ellent parade and pioneer 
displa . Collins concentrated all of it efforts on a parade. 

ome com.muniti s decided aO'ain t the parade, preferring 
the pageant. 28 

27 Report of the Managing Director and Executive ecretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, pp. 22, 23, 29- 31. 

2s Analysis of the variou Centennial celebrations reveal that virtually every 
type of activity mentioned in the joint re olution took place in Iowa in 193 . 
The descendants of Henry Morris featured the entennial in their reunion at 
Stockport; the Jewi3h Community C nter at Des Moines, the Training School 
for Girls at Mitchellville, and the Lorimor Agricultural Fair at Lorimor all 
stressed the Centennial. Even the Tama Indians enlisted the services of Dr. 
William J. Petersen as a Centennial speaker at their annual Pow Wow. 
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It would be both tiring and impracticable to de cribe all 
of the Centennial celebrations in Iowa during 1938. Some 
idea of the pirit of the local ob ervances may be ecured, 
however, by recording the highlight in a dozen repre en
tati e communitie selected at random throughout the 

tate. Town of varying ize have be n cho en for this 
purpo e and the historic backgrounds have al o been con-
idered in making a choice. Finally, selection include 

communitie taging prof ional pageant a well as 
tho e relying on the pageant and material furni hed 
throuO'h the entennial Office. 

Burlington and Dubuque, like everal other Missis ippi 
River town , both trace their permanent ttlement back to 
June 1, 1833. In 183 , Burlington wa the large t city we t 
of the Missis ippi and north of Mi ouri and Dubuque was 
the metropolis of the northern half of the Black Hawk 
Purchase. Burlington was the capital of both the Terri
tory of Wi con in and the Territory of Iowa; Dubuque 
vainly a pired to be the capital of both. It wa fitting that 
both Burlington and Dubuque hould ob erve the Centen
nial of the establi hment of the Territory of Iowa. 

Burlington, the cradle of Iowa political and constitutional 
hi tory, held a :five-day entennial celebration commencing 
on Wedne day, eptember 7th. It was one of the most 
successful celebrations in the entire tate, the whole com
munity cooperating to taO'e the colorful pectacle. Two 
entirely different parades were witne ed by a total of 
45,000 people. The pageant, taged by the John B. Rogers 
Producing ompany, was held in the high chool stadium. 
It wa given on four night and wa witnes ed by a total 
of 10,500 spectator . An "unusually elaborate" :fireworks 
di play depicted ome of the early incidents in the history 
of Burlin~on. The exhibit of pioneer relic wa among 
the mo t intere ting and novel in Iowa: a jewelry tore dis-
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played the various types of pectacles that have been in 
use during the past century; a bank included among its 
coin and paper money exhibit the denominations in use in 
1838. regatta wa taged in which fully one hundred 
boat took part. The riv r pageant and £rework di play 
brouo-ht out the large t crowd in the hi tory of Burlington, 
over 30,000 people witne ing the brilliant pectacle. Al
though Indian headband and wooden money were sold by 
the local committee to h lp defray e pen e there was a 
notable absence of conce ion . The entennial budget 
was compl tely balanced and all mon y returned to the 
underwriter of the celebration. pecial church ervice 
were held in honor of the entennial. One local mini ter 
declared: '' The whole piritual and cultural life of the city 
has been enhanced by the ent nnial ob ervance. new 
civic pirit ha been awakened, and already many people 
are saying, 'What next ' ''29 

Hi toric old Dubuque ta ·ed a £ve-da el bration with 
a three-fold motif: the entennial of the Territory of 
Iowa; the one hundr d and £ftieth anniver ary of the 
comino- of Julien Dubuque in 17 ; and the dedication of 
Lock and Dam o. 11 at Eagle Point. Dubuque, teeped 
in hi torical lore, enli ted the ervic of the Jerome H. 

argill Produ ing ompany of ew ork ity to tage 
its own ' tailor-made ' pageant " nder Five Flao- ". 
Sevent en different s ene and a ca t of over £ve hundred 
were required to pr sent this colorful pectacle. Four 
member of the ca t for the ''Miner' ompact'' cene, 
which r pre ented the four Langworthy brothers, were 
de cendant of the original Langworthy famil . n open
ing feature on Governor's Day ( urn t 17th) wa a mam-

29 The Daily Hawkeye-Gazette (Burlington), May 29, July 20, August 9, 
11, September 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 1938. A letter from Ross Burman to Robert 
Burlingame dated September 21, 193 , aives a complete summary of the 
activities at Burlington. 
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moth parade with eight band and forty float . The clo ing 
feature on Army Day ( ugust 21st) wa the dedication of 
Dam o. 11. The $4,600,000 tructure wa christened 
Lieutenant Zebulon Pike Lock and Dam, the bottle broken 
at the ceremony containing water from both the Atlantic 
and Pacific oc an . detachment of ited tates artil
lery from Fort Des Moine pre ented an army how. A 
flotilla of boat a pre ent for the dedication of the dam 
and following the ceremony a regatta wa ta o-ed with boats 
a sembled from many point on the Mi i ippi. feature 
of thi Dubuque celebration wa the Yi it paid the city by 
two grand-niece of Julien Dubuque, 1:i Gertrude and 
Mis Eli e Dubuque of t. Loui , Mi ouri. 3 0 

The atholics of Dubuque held their rchdioce an en
tennial elebration on July 2 th, with Henry A. Wallace 
and Pre ident harle Friley of Am a p aker . 31 

cro the tate, on the :Mi ouri iv r, a omewhat dif
ferent kind of entennial celebration occurred. mbitious 
Council Bluff had taged a ucce ful ent nnial in 1936. 
Plan w r laid for a entennial c lebration in 938 from 

ugu t 17th to eptember 15th which was to attract a half 
million people to that hi toric town. tract of event -
fi.ve rollino· acre wa elected anu more than twenty build-
in -~ were oon in the proce of ere tion. p i:fic day 
were set a. ide in honor of the various religi.ou , racial, 
political, and civic O'roup . lthough history was not for
o-otten and ome of the exhibits w re unique, the commercial 
a. p ct dominated in the numerou conces ions and amuse
m nt.. Tb c lebration attracted 153,000 people.32 

30 Dtibuque Telegraph-Herald, May 8, 17, June 10, 29, July 31, August 9, 
19, 20, 21, 1938; The Des Moines Register August 7, 22, 1938. 

s1 The Des Moines Register, July 17, 193 . 

32 Council Bluffs Nonpareil, April 18, 27, May 6, 8, June 12, 14, 19, 23, 26, 
July 11, ugu t 20, 193 ; The Billboard, July 2, 1938. A report of the total 
attendance w:i tran mit ed to the Iowa Centennial Committee. 
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One of the out tanding entennial celebration took place 
at herokee wh re 39,000 att nded the three day fe tival 
commencing on unday, July 3rd. crowd of about ten 
thousand' loudly acclaimed" Iowa: Th e Open Door, which 
opened the Territorial ent nnial elebration. 11Iore than 
:fifteen thou and parti ipated in the Independence Day 
fe tiviti , a record crowd that e\"·en urpa ed the rm1 -
tice Day celebration. Thou and witne ed the p ctacular 
mile and a half lon°· parade which contained uch ' colorful 
float ' as a miniatur pion er Illinoi ntral train, 
Indian on foot and on hor eba k, a chool of 1 3 with it 
wood n b nche and tern choolma t r a di pla of old 
fa hion d farm i.mplem nt and a Pilot Rock Ploughing 
fat h farmer. enator uy M. ill tt poke on the 

pioneer , the rich Iowa oil, and the n ed for modern 
day" pioneer . . T. (Pea htr e) W 11 , 93, on of two 
remamm ivil War Y t ran in h rokce ounty 0 ·ave a 
hort talk. Frank F. Phipp the only urviYin member 

of th 1ilford olony the original found r of hcrokee, 
upon beino- ur 0 ·ed to a om thing to th throno- reluc
tantly approach 1 th microphone and aid '' Ierry hri t
ma ". Th pro Tam wa inter per d with fre act , on
ce ions, firework , dance , concert , port , and balloon 
ascen ion . Thon and njoyed the many window exhibit 
of pion r articl .. . n old tim r wa h ard to ay: ' I've 
lived in ti1i county for 56 year and I n v r . aw a bio-ger 
or b it r celebration. "a3 

Iaquok ta tag d a mammoth c 1 bration in which the 
ent nnial para le proved to b th out tandin<" 'feature. 

The parade wa divided into io·ht ection with a band in 
each divi ion. .ike many other communiti in Iowa, 
faquok ta wi ly nli ted the aid of th entire county 

( .J a k on) and thi added mat r ially to the . ucce. of the 

33 The herokee Chief, July 1, , 1938; Cherokee T imes, July 5, 6, 7, 1938. 
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venture. good :financial return wa made on the per
formance of the pageant which was called the "Century 
of Progre ''. De pite the handicap of everal heavy rains 
the Maquoketa Centennial Association was able to announce 
it elf ready to pay all outstanding bills.34 

To lgona goe the di tinction of holding three Centen
nial ob ervanc , the large t number held y any one town. 
The fir t ob er ance in Iowa occurred when lgona gave 
a entennial Ball on February 21 t. lgona also presented 
Iowa: The Open Door, pon ored by the Kossuth County 
Fair on July Fourth, and held a entennial Festival and 

treet arnival on ugu t 17th and 18th. lgona 's Fourth 
of July celebration drew one of the larg·e t crowd ver 
to pack the Ko uth County fairground . One of the high
li 0·ht of the afternoon wa a peech by lgona' native 
on - Harvey Ingham - who empha ized the re ponsi

bility of people today to carry forward what has been 
tarted by the preceeding o-eneration . n attendance of 

4500 wa pre ent in the afternoon to hear Ir. Ingham and 
to ee the ba eball game and races. Approximately double 
this number were present in the evening for the pageant, 
:firework , and free act . Local official e ti.mated that 
11,000 per on aw Iowa: The Open Door, staged by one 
hundred and ixty per on from all over Ko suth ounty. 
:Mr . E. W. Han on wa in charge of the pageant and the 
-!-H club cooperated in taging the pectacle.35 

Anamo a centennial wa a "big succe "and the whole 

34 Jackson (Maquoketa) Sentinel, March 18, June 17, July 5, August 5, 19, 
193 ; The M(l'Juoketa Community Press, April 14, August 4, 11, 18, 1938; 
The Des Moines Regi~ter, August 17, 1938. One of the highlights of the 
:Maquoketa Centennial was the presence of Alexander D. R-Obertson, of Cherokee, 
Iowa, one of two living male descendants of Ansel Briggs, the first Governor 
of the State of Iowa. 

as The Algona ['ppet Des Jloines, June 2 , July 5, 193 ; Kossuth County 
Advance (Algona). June 30, 193 ; Fenton Reporter, July 7, 193 ; Britt News
Tribune, June 16, 193 ; Emmetsburg Democrat, June 24, 1938. 
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program wa described as one that would be '' long remem
bered". mammoth parade was the "fine t feature", 
fully nineteen floats depicting the hi tory of Anamo a from 
the days of the first log cabin courthou e to the new and 
tately edifice. In addition to Iowa: The Open Door, the 

local D. . R. prepared a pageant entitled Anamosa 100 

Years. Five thou and aw the night pageant, the laro-e t 
crowd of the week. Pre ident Harry M. Gage of Coe ol
lege wa one of the principal peaker . 36 

West Liberty staged her own one hundredth anniver ary 
with a Territorial entennial eel bration la ting from un
day June 26th to W dne day, June 29th. The John B. 
Rogers Company taged the pag ant, entitled '' The Prairie 
Parade''. There were amu ement for all - o-olf tourna
ment , harne racing, band cone rt , drum and bugle corp 
drills, di plays of pione r antique , free audeville, and 
commemorative speech . n unusual feature wa the free 
dinner of hot roa t beef, bun , baked bean , pickl , cookie , 
and coffee on edne day noon. Over twelve thou and were 
on hand for thi banner day and the ten thou and who are 
aid to have availed them elves of the O'en rou plate of 

o-ood food were promptly and moothl served. The parade, 
compo ed of over eighty unit , wa de cribed a an '' eye
k:nocker-outer" by a local ditor. He wa not alone in hi 
enthu ia m. vi itor from lu catin , amuel he e
brouo-h, duclar d: "I' e een the Tournament of Ro e , the 
Mardi Gra , many Knight Templar parade and this i 
the finest of them all.'' With a commendable new to the 
future, W c t Lib rty publi hed 
which was old in a house to hou 
in the conte t for tbe po iiion of 

The Hi tory of W apsie 
canva by ouno- ladies 
entennial Queen.37 

36 The .A.namcsa Eureka July 14, August 11, 1 , 193 . 

37 West Liberty Index, March 17, 24, April 7, May 5, 26, Jun 23, 30; The 
Cedar Rapid,a Gazette, June 12, 26, 1938. 
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At Osceola the Busine s len 's As ociation sponsored a 
entennial celebration in the courthouse park on July 4th. 

During the morning a large rowd gathered to see the 
parade and to be on hand for the concert and patriotic 
addre s by J. L Grime . Ba eball, track, and other por~s 
attracted their following de pite the inten e heat and the 
busy farm ea on. The town was '' lite1 ally jammed'' in 
the evening to witne Iowa: The Open Door, a total of :five 
thou and attending· the "glamorou program". Only two 
disappointment marred the O ceola celebration: the in
ability of many pectator to ee the · torical pageant and 
the failure of the merry-go-round to ani e.38 

Garner did not tage a pageant, limitin°· itself to a 
parade and to antique di play by variou merchant . 
The parade wa generally cone ded to be the best e er held 
in Garner; it required an hour for the :fifty-three unit to 
pas the reviewing tand. record breakin()' throno- looked 
on. total of one hundred and twenty-five pioneer from 
thirteen different town regi tered at the courthou . 
Seventeen Garner merchant and the local hamber of 

ommerce awarded fort -eight prize to displayer of 
antique relic . peaker , mu ic, ports, carnival attrac
tions, a danc at tb Op ra Hon e, and a free pavem nt 
dance afford d plea ur for old and young alike. 89 

THE CE TE IAL STATE FAIR 

The first Iowa tate Fair wa held at Fairfield, Iowa, in 
1854. During the next tweni -five ear the tate Fair 
wa virtually on wheels, 1Iu catine, 0 kaloo a, Iowa City) 
Dubuque, Burlin!:rton, Clinton, Keokuk, and Cedar Rapids, 
each playing ho t city for anywhere from two to six times. 
In 1879 the tate Fair moved to Des Moine where it ha 

ss Osceola Tribune, July 5, 193 ; Osceola Sentinel, June 30, July 7, 1938. 

so The Garner Leader, June 29, July 6, 193 . 
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remain d in The 193 nt nnial Fair marked 
the nniv of th p rman nt tabli hm nt of the 

ta at oine .40 

nnial Fair wa n of th b t att nded and 
mo t ful fair in tl hi ory of that in titution. 
D pit th fa t tha low 

ion and noh ith tandin r a on to xpect 
an mer a in t t nda · eked for 430,907 
a · · in 1 par 1 in 193i. Thi· 
thi1 r c nt in r a wa hai ·th d Ii ht by . R. 

or of the Iowa tat r Board_ I think 
w o u a e wr 'that bu in con-
dition ma t b · et at lea t they ar 
till in a r ion. bil ale in 

P 1k ount. for the :fi · f how d a lo 
of almo t fifty per c n . Fair com al no- and 
how a thirt n p r cent incr a e in at ndanc ov r la t 
· ar, and in 1 37 w had ,. r good y ar at 1 a t an 

a rage y ar.' It i ieni:fi ant that th att ndanc in 193 
wa d onl in 1 27 and 192 , :fi e thou and more 
vi itor ino- throu h the turn til in th balm da of 
1929. 

Mr. ore did not h itat to r dit th nt nnial with 
influencin xhibitor a w 11 a vi itor . ' Th liv tock 
exhibit , indu trial xhibit and th r 1lar ducation 

hibit how d a ub tantial improvem nt over the pr -
vi u ear. In fa t, ur liv to k how wa on of th be t 
w ver had at th tat i air. In addition to the r eular 
featur of th fair w had th num rou nt nnial 
f ea tur , whi h, we b Ii , w r laro- I r pon ible for th 
in r a e in th att ndan ''41 

•o Ross 's The Iowa tate Fair in The Palimpsest, ol .• , pp. 269 313. 

41 Report of the Managing Director and ExecuUre ecretary of the Iowa 
entennial ommttti:e, pp. 12, 13; The Des ilfo i1ie Regi ter, ugu t 21, 193 , 
ction II., p. 6, ptemb r 3, 19:i . 



Th op nin · attraction of the entennial tate Fair wa 
the hi torical pao- ant avalcad of Iowa ~hich erved a 
the grand tand attra tion on dn day and Thur da 
evenino-, urn t 24th and 25th. The avalcade of Iowa i 
aid to hav been the lar · t production of it kind e er 

undertak n in Io a - utilizing the rvi of 2,000 actor , 
100 mu i ian , and a produ tion ca t of 2'"0 per on . fi 

laudin Humbl wa mploy d b the tat air Board 
to writ and produc Cavalcade of Iowa. Mi Humbl 
re igned from her po ition a pag ant con ultant for the 

entennial ommitte to d vote h r entir time aft r July 
15th to th proj ct. 

The pao-eant a pre nted in four episod , divid d into 
15 cene . Ther wa al o a prolo 0 ue and finale. The out
line of the pao- ant follow 

Prologue 

Episode One: low.A. A ILDERNE 

cene L oming of farquette and Joliet (1673 ) 
cen IL Loui iana Purchase ( 1 03) 

Episode Two: IowA A TERRITORY 

cene III. E tabli hment of T rritorial Gov rnment (1 3 ) 
cen I . election of Iowa ity a apital (1 39) 
cene tream of ettlement (1 32-1 76 ) 

Episode Three: IowA A TATE 

cene I. Dance Interpretation of tatehood (1846) 
cene VIL Fir t tate Fair (1 54) 
cene III. Mi i ippi howboat Interlude 
cene I . omina of the Railroad (1 55) 
cene . Building of Fir t Tran - Ii i sippi Bridge (1856) 

Episode Four: IOWA o THE MARCH 

cene XI. The ivil War (1 61-65) 
cene IL The Little Brown Church (1 66) 
cene XIII. The Fir t "Hor ele Carriage" (1893) 
cene XI . Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West how 
cene XV. Airplane Ballet 

Finale 
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The performance wa concluded with a pecial howing 
of :fireworks depicting an Indian raid on old Fort Madison, 
the trek of the covered wagon, and a ilhouette of Robert 
Lucas, the first Territorial Governor. The attendance at 
the fir t pre entation of the pao-eant wa 3,431, and at the 
econd 7,817, with a grand total of 11,24 for the two night . 

.... ttorney General John H. :Mitchell wa 'thorouo-hly im
pre d by the plendid way in which the ' avalcade of 
Iowa' wa staged and by th tr mendou amount of work 
it must have taken.'' Rabbi Eugene Mannheimer belie ed 
the pageant was '' a fine, beautiful, and mo t impres ive 
piece of work, well cone ived and well executed- a mo t 
worthy, tirring and out tandino- contribution to the proper 
celebration of Iowa' Territorial Centennial.' '4 2 

fore important and far reachino- in their influence were 
the variou entennial e hibits at the Iowa tate Fair. 
number of xhibitor cooperated to pr ent hi torical exhi
bitions depicting the de elopment of agricultural machinery 
during the past century. Thus, the John Deere Company 
di played the evolution of the plow; the International Har
ve ter Company pre ented the hi tory of ()'rain har e ting; 
the J. I. Case ompany exhibited old-fa hioned cultivator 
and the hi tory of thre hing machine and the Oliver Farm 
Equipment Compau (formerly Hart-Parr), showed old 
tractor a well a cores of other appliances u ed by 
pioneer farmer . The opportunity afforded farmers and 
intere ted visitors to study ancient aO'ricultural methods 
was not limited to exhibit from thi tate: the John Deere 

ompany actually a mbled plows from all over the world. 
Exponents of visual education could f ea t their eye on 

till other pioneer exhibits. The hi tory of tran portation 
ran the whole 0·amut of vehicle from the Indian travoi 

•2 The Des Moines Register, August 21, Section H., p. 24, August 24, 25, 
26, 1938; Report of the Managing Director and Executwe Secretary of the 
Iowa Centennial Board, pp. 14, 15. 
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down to the prairie schooner and tagecoach. The exhibit 
of old buggies reminded many Iowans how far we have 
come in the pa t quarter of a century. The display of old
time auto wa a g·entler reminder of the pas ing years to 
the younger gen ration. In thi horseless carriage exhibit 
everal model of ancient intage were on display, includin°· 

a Frazer and a Locomobile dating back t 1897.48 

The railroad did their part to educate Iowan in the 
tory of ye teryear . The .r orthwe tern exhibited the 

P.ion er, the fir t locomotive to run out of hicago and west 
of Lake Michigan. Placed in ervice in 1848, the Pioneer 
had been exhibited at uch notable expositions as the 

hicago World's Fair of 1893, the t. Louis World's Fair 
of 1904, and the hicago entury of Progress of 1933-34. 
The Burlington Railroad contributed Locomotive No. 35 
and its famou old-time railway mail car which made its 
fir t run in 1 62. The Rock Island howed its midget 

addle Back o. 3, the ole survivor of forty locomotive 
of thi type u ed back in the eighties. ext to it was shown 
its modern oil-burning brother, measuring over 100 feet in 
length. Other not worthy transportation exhibits were 
fifty year of bicycle hi tor and fifty ear of horse-racing 

ulkies.44 

Out tandin · amon°· the hi torical exhibit were the four 
period room which attracted horde of vi itor . Special 
o-uard were required to keep the immen e crowd moving 
teadily past the e unique di plays spon ored by the Iowa 

Federation of Women' lubs. The pioneer cabin was 
hown by Burlington, the Civil War period room by 

Ottumwa, the Recon truction period room by Fort Dodge, 
and the New Century room by Ida Grove. The judge of 

43 (heater Iowa, July, 1938; The Des Moines Register, August 7, 21, Section 
H. pp. 22, 27, 30, 1938. 

u (heater Iowa, July, 1938; The Des Moines Register, August 21, 1938, 
Section H., p. 12. 
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th historical rooms w r ·warm in their prai e of the work 
done by the variou worn n' club . The judge declared: 
'' 11 four exhibitR are of a remarkable high tandard. It 
i one of the fine t [ xhibit ] ever attempt d at the tat 
Fair. everal generation may pa before anything· com-
parabl i hown. A an educational feature th exhibit i 
unique.' 145 

Imo t a popular w re th p riod dre e al o exhibited 
by the Iowa Stat F deration of Women's Club . ome of 
the e were trul hi toric, uch a tho e once worn by Kate 

helley, · fr . William unday, bbie Gardner harp 
and fr . Iary B. "\ lch. Other wer worn by uch 
notable a Ruth uckow, 1Ir . Henry allace, Mr . 

arrie hapman att, and l\Ir . Ida B. Wi e mith. The 
latter contributed a dre worn in 1934 at the world 
T. . convention at tockholm, weden held under the 
patronage of Crown Prine Gu taf dolf. 46 

There is little doubt but that the ntennial feature 
in large mea ure r pon ible for the ucce of the tate 
Fair in 1938. '' ev r in the hi tory of the Iowa tate 
Fair'', ecretary . R. or y declared '' ha Ye we rec ived 
so many omplimentary letter and o man complimentary 
pre . notice reo-arding the fair a we have thi ear." It 
wa not merel n paper comm nt whi h au ed the 
capable ecretary to make thi we pm · tatement. 

ccording to fr. or y: 

We had the partie in charg of the entennial xhibit - uch 
a the exhibit of the railroad locomotive , the ent nnial exhibit 

46 A complete four-page description of each of the rooms was passed out by 
the Iowa Federation of Women's Clubs. In The lou:a Clubwoman for ep• 
tember-October, 193 , Mrs. Eugene Cutler reproduced this description, together 
with picture of the variou room .. The judges were William J. Pe ersen, tate 
Historical ociety of Iowa, Chairman; 0. E. Klingaman of the Historical 
Department, and Charles J. Ritchey of Drake University. 

46 ee The Iowa C1ubwoman, eptember-October, 193 . 
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tent, , hich hou d the xhibit ho, ing th hi tor of th har
ve tin 00 ma hine, thr h r, th plow, and the farm tractor, as well 
as an xt n iv exhibit of v hicl u d in tran portation during 
the pa t one hundr d ar , and th xhibit in th entennial room 
in th grand tand and Educational uildin 00 , hich housed th 
exhibit of pioneer room and old gown - make a check and e t :.
mat of th p ople who pa ed through the xhibit. ; and , hile 
th fi 00ur ar only timate , w f 1 they c re fairly accurat . 
The Rock I land Railroad checked th numb r of per on pa ing 
through their larooe locomotiv . The ch ck d 155,000 p r ons. 
Th y al o pa d out over 300,000 po t card at th ir h adquart r 
near thi xhibit. Tb h ck on the ntennial xhibit t nt ho, d 
that approximat ly 224 000 people pa d throu 00h thi · tent. Th 
ch k on the nt nnial xhibit room in the Educational Building 
in th grand ·tand howed that 216,000 peo11 pa ed through thi 
exhibit. 

giv n of th o- nuin int r t 
of Iowan in th tat air. 47 

A MMARY 

Th c 1 bra ion f tb nt nuial of th T rriior of 
Iowa wa a u c m "T rv wa . B parade, ant, 
and b hi torical di pla , th itiz n of th Ha tat 

na bl d to a tch a panoramic vi w of th hi toric 
d lopm nt of th ir nativ tat from the da wh n th 
mound build r p rform d hi. c r monial danc on the 
tow rino- bluff ov rlo kin<)' th Mi i ippi to the day 
wh n ~ outhful jitt rbu 0 • p rform d th quail deviou 
t p of th Bio- \.ppl . Thi trikino- u c in the f ac 

of almo t in uperabl ob ta le mu t b attribut din large 
mea ur to the n ro:y and enthu ia m of J. R. Bahn , J. 
Hammond Rob rt Burlin()'am , and the m mb r of th 
Ex utiY ommitt who faithfull r and fficiently carried 
out th mandat of h Iowa ent nnial ommitt e and th 

47 Report of the Managing Director aud Executit:e ecretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committ e, p. 12. 
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General 
di played b 
cooperation 
impo ible. 48 

mbly. or hould one forget the fine pirit 
Iowan ev rywhere: , ithout their hearty 

the ent nnial it If would have been 

Li ut nant ov rnor John I al ntine con id r d that 
t1ie ent nnial ommittee had p rform d a wond rful 
job in view of the ab nee of a pecific appropriation.'' 
Richard H. Plock beli ved the nt nnial eel bration had 
mpha ized the fact that Iowa wa a trul Teat tate" 

of 'tremendou ly rich ba kground' that wa only now 
r achin maturity". H believed th ommittee had 

mad ' a 0-reat contribution in the matt r of ' ellin()'' Iowa 
to Iowan . '' Jam R. Rhod of h wton Da ily ew 
felt that the ommittee had don '' O'ood work'' all year 
while Don J. R id of th Iowa Pr .. A. ociation on idered 
that the fanaging irector an] E ecutiv retary had 
tag d a "real cent nnial oh. en·an ' . Dr. Benj. F. ham

baugh of the tate Hi torical o i t of Iowa wa im-
pr ed with the ommitt '' courteou , intelligent and 
ffici nt handling of th '' our initiative in 

4 In making th ir report to the Iowa Centennial Committee Mr. Hammond 
and r. Burlingame expressed their grateful indebtednes to the following: 

tate Fair Board; Works Progress dministration of Iowa; Executive Council; 
Iowa D partment of Agriculture; Hi torical, ~fomorial and Art Department; 

tate Hi11torical ociety; D partment of tate; tate Motor ehicle Division; 
tate Printing Board; tate Highway Com mi ion; tate Emergency Conser

vation Works; tatc onservation Commi sion; tate Planning Board; Depart
ment of .rustic ; Department of Publi<' Iru truction; Office of the Clerk of the 

upreme ourt; tate House u todian; tate Hou e Po t Office; tate 
Library; Board of As es ment and R ,'iew; 4-R Boy ' and 4-II ,irl ' Club ; 
, tat niver~ity; Asso<'iatiou of Commereial rganization rr tarie ; ounty 
Fair Manager ' Association; Iowa Pr s ociation; Daily Pre As oriatiou. 

tato F deration of Women 'c lub ; Am riran Legion Auxiliary; , tat Teach -
er A ·o iation; Iowa Manufacturers A ociatiou; oriated Pres , nite<l 
Press, I11ternational Xews n ·fre, and Tran raclio Pr1>s ervire; radio broad 
casting tatious of Iowa; Des Ioiu s hamb r of ommerr ; Greater De 
)foinr ommitte<'; D foine. ,Tewi. h C-0m111unity nt r: ,•ommittt'CS in 
charg of !oral ob ervanc ; newspaper which publi bed <'t'nle•mial edition ; 
members of the official p aker ' Bu~eau; :rnd memb rs of all ubrommitt e 
of th<' Iowa ent nnial Committt'e. 
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arramnn n w pap r publi it and mm.unity elebra-
tion h d lar d ' i r p 11 ibl f r a r wide- pr ad 
and d in t in th hi. tor f ur mm n 
\\ alt . 

It wa thu 
ar that t a 

in D Moin and l 
nt nn o 
k d ba k with 

in thf'ir 
lo d it offi 

lUlll 

i ht m nth f tr nu u a tivit m 
ati faction 

arr ·ng th 
virtuall ver hom in wa. 

W II,LIA J. PE TERSE 
THE TATE HI TORIC L OCIETY 01' row 

!OW T'i IOWA 

,11 Report of the Marwging D·rector and Executit:e ecretary of the Iowa 
Centennial Committee, p. 34, 35. 


