
THE REL TIO OF HI TORI 
TO R HAEOLOGI 

I 

Identification of archa ological manif tation with hi -
toric Indian tribes ha alway been earn tly desir d by 
all archaeologi t , but e timate of th alu of uch an 
identification have varied. ome archaeoloci t ha e b -
li v d that the only way to r con truct the pa t wa to in
terpr t their archaeological findin in th light of their 
knowl d ·e of the hi toric Indian tribe - by proceeding 
from the known to the unknown. uch id niification ar , 
however, difficult to achi ve and u uall ma be tated 
only tentatively. The u e of fal e id ntifications ha 
cau ed confu ion e ral tim . 

Iany archaeologi t hav , th refore, con ider d it uf
ficient, for the time bein , to devote their ffort to order
ing their find on the ba i of trait similaritie in a 
temporarily indefinite pa t. ft r thi ha been done, if an 
identification i e tabli b d between a hi toric trib and an 
archa ological manife tation, then th whole inter-related 
pattern of pre-recorded ulture receive a n w ori ntation 
and i linked to "hi tory' '. 

To make uch a linkin between pre-hi iory and hi tory 
i the purp e of thi tud .1 Dr. Charle R. K ye bas 

1 This manuscript wa prepared as a master's the is in the Department of 
Anthropology, University of Chicago. A bound copy of the study, containing 
tables, an extensive bibliography, and photographs of early maps, not included 
in this publication, is in the library of that University. Grateful acknowledg
ment is made by the author to Dr. Fay-Cooper Cole, head of the Department 
of Anthropology, University of Chicago, to Dr. Charles R. K eyes, director of 
the Iowa Archaeological urvey, and to Dr. Thorne Deuel, chief of the Illinois 
State Museum, for their exten ive and excellent help always so graciously 
given. 
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orgamz o-i al mat rial from the area now 
in lud d i tat of I wa into a number of O'roupin · 
that ar ba d on trai imilariti ; thi tud i an att mpt 
to find conn ction b tw n th manife tation and the 
hi toric Indian trib in that ar a. 

tud uch a thi no onl h lp xplain the pr -hi -
t ri or unr cord d p riod · i al o lead to a more com
pl t and und r tandable pi tur of the re 0 ·ion in hi toric 
ti.ID u h a link i mad a ma of kn.owl d()'e con-

rning th onom th t hniqu th c remonial life, 
and th locati n of th p opl o id ntified mer 0

• with 
th writt n fa t n rnin°· h m. 

In r nt v ral car ful att mpt to conn ct hi -
ndian trib wi h archa olo i.cal manife tation in 
dle t hav m t , ith ar ino- d re of ucce . 

r. illiam uncan trono• in hi Introduction to e-
bra ka Archa ology did a thorou h tud of thi kind and 
ug · t d id nti.fi ation for the bra ka ar a. lenn 

Black en ount r d gr ater diffi ulti and to date ha had 
1 u ce wi h hi , ork in Indiana. In Illinoi th hi -
torical r ar h of ara Jon Tuck r promi identifica-
tion th r . "\ . . I K rn ha d c rtain "\ i con-
in fo i with hi tori trib . r. R. Ke in 1927 
u o- t d r lation hip b tw n th Oneota a pect and the 
l ·w r iouan trib · and Dr. Jam B. Griff n recently 

r it rated this viewpoint in an arti 1 publi hed in .Atner

ican .Antiquity. 2 

But any d tail d in e tio-a ion ha not h retofor been 
mad for Iowa, ither from the vi wpoint of an certain 
tribe or of an ar a. tat m nt r o-ardino· h mi 0 -rator 
mov ment of Indian in th r !rion now call d Iowa ha e 
b n ba d for the mo t part on tradition r lat d by th 

2 K eyes Pr historic Man in I owa in The Palim p e t , ol. VIII, p. 224; 
Griffen ' The Archaeological R emain of tln hiwerc ioux in American 
A ntiquity, Vol. II, pp. 1 O, 1 1. 
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Indian xplor r uch 
ar h mi ration rout n b Dor e John R. 

wanton and H nr hool raft.3 Th data i n b 
Dor and ru Thoma Handbook of m er-
ican Indian und r 'Iowa ' are mo tl from writt n 
ourc and are mor criti all ho n h n mor alu-

abl . tr no- on ult d man map and do um nt and 
r cord d om of th information h r from that p rtain l 
to Io a Indian , but hi int r t in ihi ar a a prim ril 
ba d upon it periph ral r lati n to bra ka. 

Io t of h eriou ar ha olo · cal 1 ork in Iowa ha b n 
r. harl R. K , dir tor of th rcha ol O'-

ical urv of o a. He ha xcavat d and a mbl d a 
va t amount of material and ha r co niz d th 
of fiv di tin t horizon in the area. H ha n 
li b d a formal r port. 

Thu in on iderin th quantit and t p of data avail-
abl for th 1 in of th probl m und r inv ti ati n th 
prop r proc dur in n ral term , emed b a ol
lo : (1) to mak a urv of he r cord d 1 ca ion of 
Indian trib in Iowa· (2) to mak a d ripti and ta
ti. ical amination f ar ha ological manif tation in 
I wa an l h k h amount of hite man ' mat rial found, 
th ra ifi aiion of ultur , t . · and, finall (3) to d t r 
min if ny ribal location or ri of loca ion coin id d 
with th O' ooTaphi al and t mporal xt nt of an. 
loo-ical manir tati n. 

Th p llin I a. ' i u d throuO'h ut t d . i 
th trib . JudO'ino- fr m th v nty r mor p llin 
th 1rihal n m - mo t of th m obviou l " an ati mpt to 

a Dor y' Omaha ociology in the T hird Annual Report of the B ureau of 
.I 111, ric<111 Et l11wlogy, pp. 211-370; , wanton and Di ·on s Primitire America,~ 
Ii i tory in h Amtncan A11thropologut ( Tew eri ), ol. .·v1, pp. 375-
41:! · hoolrraft' l nformation Re ']'rcting the H .·tory, ona1tio11, a11d Pros-
11 cts of t/11 l 11dia,i Tribe of the ,iited tat ·,Vol.III. 
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reproduc it phoneti all - i app ar that pronunciation 
of the nam wa aj u wej. Thi a ump ion i trength
en d b a 1 tt r writ n b Ian on kinn r in which he 
told of h arin ha tribe nam d b many Indian in Okla
homa Kan a and bra ka and in their pronunciation 
th fir t llabl wa alwa a nt d the la t pronounc d 
a "ay (a in jibwa. tc.).4 In arlyhi orictim tha 
pronun iation wa u d b. Yer on . The modern p lling 
of th nam 1 u ed for h tat .5 Thi variation make 
lear at on the li tine ti n b twe n the tat and the 

tribe. 

DI RE 

It "a of th Y nte nth century 
that prehi toric tim m ro- d into th hi toric in the Iowa 
r 0 -ion. The mo ment of th Fr n h and th Eno-Ii h wa 
in °· n ral outhw tward. It b 0 ·an in what i now Que-
bec and north a t rn and ultimat 1. reach d 
Lake Ii hio-an. From Lak uropean fol-
l d down the F - i con in Ri er rout or paddl d 
down th Illinoi Riv r t th Ii i ippi. Th r th y 
tu•:ned ither up or down fearful of a ccndin°· th riY r 
whi h flow d in fr m th w t. 11 th 1 arn d of the 
population b yond th Ii i ippi wa hear a . 

But th r am a tim when hard. m n d t rmin d to 
:find f r th m lve what wa 'be ond '. Probabl om 

f th e wh arl ntur d w t of the Mi i ippi Riv r 
left no record of their journ s. ndoubt dl one of the 

4 lott's The Pronunciation of the Word I owa in THE Iowa JorR.•,\L OF 
IlISTOR\ AND POLITI s, ol. X III, p. 353. 

5 The word "Iowa" is us d in this study to mean the ar a now inc Juel d in 
the tat of Iowa. 
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earlie t to become acquainted with that r g-ion a icola 
P rrot a French trader. Hi admirable courao- and int 1-
li ence in hi dealin with th Indian made him an influ
ential :figure in the W t. It wa he who l ft the :fir t d :fi
nit tatement cone rnin Indian tribe in Iowa. From the 
tim of which he wrot (1656-1657) until the nd of that 
c ntury, there appear ome catter d r fer nc to trib 
in the area under di u ion, but not many. 

ft r 1700 mor and mor adventur u individual b -
o-an to a cend the river that came from th we t, and th 
Ii i ippi Riv r wa no lono-er th dividino- line b tw n 

the lmown and the unlmown. Few re, how ver, attract d 
to the ri r of Iowa; the were too mall h n the fi -
ouri and ~Iinne ota riv r could be xplor d. Ioreov r, 

th Indian trib on th m w r f w, r lati el unimportant, 
and th ir m mber hip wa mall. H nc for the latt r half 
of th ev nte nth ntur and in th earl part f the 
eio-hte nth the data on Indian trib in Io a ar cant . 
Hi tori al recon tru tion for that period mu t be ba d 
upon mu h 1 information than that for the later time , 
an 1 h information it lf i more ind :finit . ft r 1750 
hi tori al r con truction r t on urer ITound. 

h our e mat rial for thi tudy · d of journal 
and r o of rav 1 writt n b. Fr n hmen Engli hm n, 
and lat r b of p r onal lett of report of 
o- \~ rnm n · r nch, pani h li h, ~ m ri-
can) f ra and la 1 of map . 

~ I u h of thi t rial e p cially that up to th 
latt r half of t · nth entury r quir d car ful anal-
. i.. It wa fi ar to d termin h w au hentic th 
inf rma i n w id th writ r u uall. r port fa t ar-
ura t 1. r wa nlaro- upon hi a ompli. h-

m a did th o- c ntrir ath r H 1111 pin a th 
inf rmation htain d at fir thand or wa it hear ayT ,Ju t 
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had the per n p akino- or quot d, travel d in the 
f th fa t had b n hrou ·h a numb r of re-writ

in0· b variou author and ditor , the e:ff ct that might 
hav nth data had t tak n in o con id ration. 

The xa t loca ion of a trib wa ometime difficult to 
d t rmin from th n raliz d or confu ino- tatement 
made. ually pla m nt of a Q'roup wa d crib d in re
lati n to om natural f a ur often a ri er. But the riv-

ft n had a uc ion of name . Th fi i ippi,6 

for e ample, wa for a whil la Ri i'r de la oncep
tion' ', th n in honor of th :financial mini ter of France 
wa "la Rivi' r olb rt h fore it came to b call d b it 
pr nt name. r p rhap th riv r on which the tribe 
r id d wa not nam d at all but wa aid to flow into the 
l\fi i ip i from th w t a littl above th i con in 
Ri r. Thu each tat m nt of lo ation r quir d an ama -
in of data that includ d o- oITaphi al term in u at the 
tim , · o raphical r lation hip f oth r Indian village 
and topo -raphical inf orma ion for the o-en ral r 0 ·ion with 
th hop that b th m an th location could b d ter
min d de:finit 1 nou h to b of value in thi tud . 

The date of o upation of the it wa not alwa o-1ven 
nor wa it alwa a il. inf rabl from the oth r fa t pre-

nt d. ften it ould b a c rtain d onl b probino- into 
th hi tor of the n ral r o-ion and relatino- the peci:fic 
fa t to th pi tur a a, hol . 

I p pr nt d imilar pr bl m . ldom had the 
carto raph r liim lf b n in rth m ri a, and unfor
tunat 1 a map do not cri it ourc b . ond a o- n ral 
tatem nt that ma app ar in the 1 o· nd. Pl c m nt a 

o-iv n on a map cannot b unq u tionin ·l. ac pted a that 
m ant by th original our . n th 1 73 :Marquette map 

6 For the name of the fi s i ippi River see P eter n team boating on the 
ppcr Mu issippi, pp. 11, 12. 
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on The not' ver ion of th tfarquett map, and on the 
Joliet map of 1674, th foinO'wena and th 
plac d on th ame riv r flowin from th , 
11i i ippi abo the Illinoi and b low th i on in. 

n mi ht a um that both tribe had th n b en on the 
D Ioine Ri er inc that riv r' nam till b ar witn 
to th arl habitation of it bank b on of th roup , 
th foingw na. Many earl hi torian mad thi a ump
tion. :Marquette ma ha e been told by the P oria that the 
loin v na li ed f arth r w t. Ther upo h mu t hav 

conclud l he. liv d on th am ri r and o pla d th m 
on hi map. But th latitud for the P oria villao- whi h 
he ci ( correctin · the one de T e rror that app ar 
from th mouth of the i on in down to th rkan a 
Ri r) put it at the mouth of the Iowa Rh- r. in the 
Illinoi tribe wer 'not lik 1 to ha had two v1lla()'e in 
the hort time the wer in Iowa, inc :B ranqu lin on hi 
map of 1 4 plac d the P oria on a riv r abov that of the 
loin ~ na a did oth r aft r him, including D Ii l , and 
ince th ~Iarqu tt information ould well b int r

pret d that way i it not lik 1 that th latt r int rpr ta
lion i orr ct 

noth r compli ation wa the c n urable t under-
tandabl pra tic of op in°· the f atur of a rtain ar a 

in hole al fa hion from an arli r map. n xcellent 
xampl of thi o ur in man ht nth c ntur. map 

whi h ar 011.trio·ht opi p ciall for th pp r Ii i -
ippi all of uillaum li I 170 '' art d 

ada u d ouv 11 Fran ' and hi 171 
. Th r , r tho who copi d ar full . But 

wer tho wh want l to mak a hand, om map 
abov all l e or who impl_ pi d thou()'htl . ly. Th lat
t r o-r up b wild r and di cone rt th tud nt of p ific 
ar a . 
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In thi mann r ach urc pr nt d uniqu problem 
that had to be ol l b f r the information it ·a,Te could 
b pro erly ompr bend d or u d. That the ource ma-
t rial wa f thi t ha to b und r tood b fore the 
r r p d to the foll win · di cu ion of the actual 
locati n f Indian trib in I wa. It e plain th fra0·
m ntar and k t h quali f much of th r on truction. 
It al o xplain wh xa Yilla e it ar not known until 
the lat i ·ht nth and th ninete nth centurie . Before 
that tim onl. r 0·10n can b a d with the trib . 

uch a ituation i un ati fa tor. bu it annot b 
rm di d. 

n diff r nt Indian trib ar a now 
Iowa b tw n th mid U f th v nt nth c ntur and 
the ion f ndian land to th nit d ta rn-
m nt. m of th trib ha u ·ht bri f r fuo-e only 
a di l th trib of the Illinoi onfed ration in the ~ n-
t nth ntur , and th auk and Fox from the arly 
170 up to h turn of that c ntur . ther maintained 
p rmanent re idenc in th ar a o er a lon period of 

ar . hi f of th w r th Iowa who 1 0 year or 
mor f habitation th r g·a th tate it nam . Th Oto 
and th _ maha probabl. had illa()'e in Iowa for at lea. t 
5 ar . 

TIIE row y 

me th Iowa. 7 w re in Iowa long r than any other 
hi t ri Indian trib th m rit di cu ion fir, t. In hi -
tori tim th probabl w r n ta lar()' trib an 1 u ually 
had but on p rman nt illag at a tim . Th ir population 
i difficl l to timat ~...-ith much rtaint . Fath r Loui 

7 Ou ~ome eventeenth century map the term "Pahoutet ", "Paote ', etc., 
occur which ar thought to refer to the Ioway. ince th proof of this i 
flimsy and the oc urr nc s r lativ ly unimportant, di cu ion of their appear· 
anc i omitt d. 
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Andr', writing from Gre n Ba i consin, in 1676, tat d 
that m mber of a nation call d ' aiaoiia ' had r c ntl 
come to vi it them. He de rib d hi aller a memb r of 
a trib '' very large but poor'' a tantalizin ·l inde:fini e 
remark. Either the Indian had told him th t or he had 
pick d up the information 1 where. In 1702 Pierr le 
foyne, i ur d'Ib rville (h who tabli hed th fir t col

on at th mouth of the Ii i ippi Ri er) e timat d th 
combined adult male population of th to and the 

ooue "to be three hundred" ood m n". 9 ·ain this 
i but econdhand knowledge. th r timate rano-e from 
ei ·ht , iven by hauvignerie in an official r port to the 
Go rnor of anada in 1736, 10 to 000 g-iven in 1762 by 
Li utenant Jame Gorrell who "\ a located at r en 
Ba .. 11 

Th report that eem more reliable becau e of h char
acter and xperi nee of the writ r , are tho made by 
Franci co ruzat and b Lewi and lark. ruzat in hi 
" um.mar of th Indian trib of the Ii uri Rfrer ' 
(1777) wrote of the "Ha ua ': "Thi t ribe i compo d 
of h o hundr d and :fl.ft warrior . ' 12 Lewi and lark in 
th "E timat of the Ea t rn Indian '· whi h accompanied 
th main r port of th ir j urn y 0 ·avc a th probable 

umb r of oul ' ight hundred, with two hundr d of 
th warrior .13 for o r, u Pratz in hi H i. toire de 

s Thwaites 's ,I esuit Relations, Vol. L X, pp. 202, 203. 

e hlargry' Decouvertes et Etabli ements des Franrais dans l 'Ouest et da11s 
le ud de l 'A merique eptentrio11ale, ol. IV, pp. 59 , 601. 

10 choolcraft 's Information Resp cti11g the History, Condition, and Pros
pects of t he I ndian Tribes of the nited tatcs, Vol. III, Appendix A. 

11 Lieut. J ames Gorrell ' s Journal in the Wisconsin Hi ·torzcal Collectwns, 
Vol. I , p. 32. 

12 TJ'isconsfa Historical ollections, Vol. XVIII, p. 363. 

13 Thwait s Original J ournals of the Lewi and Clark Expedition, Vol. I, 
pp. 2, 91. 
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la Loui iane (175 ) aid that the ' fou z' to, and 
ao-e w re th mall t trib on the Mi ouri. 14 

If th tribe had b n a lar or ven an ei hth a large 
a orr 11 tated it would probably ha e occupied a num
b r of illao- . Th r i no vid nee that thi wa the ca e. 
I mbr' do ta e that th Iowa and to about 16 0 had 

thr villa , vid ntl clo o0 ·e h r. Perrot, howev r, 
in 16 5 p ak of but on and h i ited that. Later writer 
do not p cif he numb r but the inf rence from their 
writin°· i that th r wa onl on p rmanent villag or if 
th r w r everal h wer no man mil apart. There 
ma~ ha be n ont mporan ou villa e on koboji Lake 
and on th Bi iou for a hort p riod · th r v ry lik ly 
w r two cont mporan ou villao-e in Illinoi in the 
1760' . But it can b aid wi h more a uranc that there 
wa probabl but one perman t villao-e from the 1770' 
until the di int e-ration f th trib due to th whit man' 
in ru ion in the arl nin t nth c ntur . 

Th pro bl m of locatino- J owa illao-e ite i th ref ore, 
confin d t th tracino· f n Q"roup which u uall main
tain d a ino·le villao- bu whi h ma ha e divid d at times 
into two whi h w r lo at d n ar ach other. 

P rrot in hi inf rmati e Memoire sur les 
111 oeitr , ou titmes et Relligion des auvages de l 'Arne-
riqu. pf e,zfrional told h w the Ottawa and Huron 
trib , pur u d by th Iroquoi d id d to o farth r we t. 
Th ttawa had b n w pt into the w tward onru h of 
th d pl tcd Huron and oth r -roup aft r th d tru tion 
of th ~ ri by th advan ino- Iroquoi . In 16 6 th t
tawa and Huron Indian r a h d the 1i i ippi and a -
cend d it ab ut twelv 1 aru to a point "in th n io-hbor
ho d of th i con in [Riv r] " 1 ~ where a riv r wa found 

14 Du Pratz 's H istoire de la L oui ianc, ol. II, p. 251. 

1 5 '' Il monterent c fl euve a douz Heu ou environ d 'Oui conching, ou 
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whi h flow d fr m th Wh th r or not the nter d 
the 1i i ippi b th i on in i not tat d. The a -
cended thi w t rn tr am. P rrot, and probably the 
Ottawa ori0 ·inall , d rib d it a a "ri er which i nam d 
for the Iowa '' in th ttawa a ociat d th tr am 
with th Iowa , it eem lo ical to a um that the "na
tion " who were found a or near it our w r th e 

r Indian . 
The po ibiliti for id ntification of th riv r o located 

are limit d to the llow and the pp r Io, a riv r , h 
fir t two a tward flowin°· tr am abov th Wi on in. 
Th ellow Ri r, outh of th pper Iowa, i a mall riv r 
which, at it narrowed mouth, doe not gi mu h promi 
of continuino- far inland. Th pp r Iowa i larger, lon · r, 
and would ha e app ar d to e t nd w tward a o-ood di -
tance. It name ha no alu in th id ntification becau e 
the river wa not call d "Iowa ' or " r T owa" until 
he ninete nth centur nor i th term likel to b a throw

ba k to e enteenth c ntur habitation th r . uch 
meaIT information prompt furth r probing into hi tor . 

hronoloo-icall the n xt r f r n e to the Ioway wa 
mad by Father Zenobiu M mbr', who accompanied La 

alle to the Illinoi countr and li ed at ort r 'v coeur 
in 16 0-1681. H wa intere t d in 1 arning all he could of 
the region and it occupant from th Indian who vi ited 
the fort, and he recorded th information he acquir d. Due 
to Le le];<]_' re-editing of the manu cript, or perhap to 
Membr'' original writin , th material now xtant i 
hopele ly confusin in place . E p cially i it invol ed 
when the Indian tribe in Illinoi and the pper 1i i -
ippi country are named and located. Thi i partl be-

ils trouverent une autre riviere qui se nomme des Ayoes. Ils la suivir nt 
jusqu 'a sa source et y recontrerent des nations qui les receurent cordial -
ment. "- Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 203. 
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au e Iembr' talk d , ith both 1 ·onquian and 10uan 
peakino- Indian th r b h arin differ nt t rm for a 
in le tribe. In addition, mo t of the data w re econd-

hand and }.1 mbr' wa n w 11 acquaint d with the geoo-
raph of th area. In on of hi 1 tan °·1 d tat m nt he 
wrot : ' th ~nthoutanta [ o] and :Ma kout n adou-

ion , [li ] about one hundred and thirt leaO'ues from 
the Ilinoi in thr T at ·villao- buil n ar a riv r which 
m~ ti into th ri r olb rt [ '.1i i ippi] on the we t 
id abov tha of th Ilinoi , almo t oppo it the mouth 

of th fi koncin in th am riv r.' ' 16 

The omma that intrud b twe n ' Ia kout n and 
" adou a mi take if th r f r nee i to the 

way and vidently uch a t rm wa appli d to them. 
Fath r Loui ndr' wh n be wrot from r en Bay in 
1676 and d cribed th ir r c nt vi it th re poke of them 
a "aiaoiia ou ma cout in nadoe i .17 ather Tailhan 
wh n di tin · rrot' manu ript in th ninete nth cen
tur , lain d in a footn te (unrelated to th ndr' 1 t-
t r) that th Io-, ay w r r f rr d to by the 

l 0 ·onquian t rm of ' i u Ia kouten or 
'' adou ioux of th prairi :I mbr'' u e of the 
t rm can th n b xplain d b cau the Illinoi trib with 
whi h h and La > all 1 onquian peak-

1n0·. 

The linking of the " :Ia kouten , adoue ion " with 
th to ff r no hindranc to th a umption that th ref
r n e wa to th oway. It w not a uniqu conn ction, 

becau e L u ur in 170 D li 1 in hi 1703 and 1718 
map , and oth r p ak of th two o-roup a if th li ed 

1 6 h a 's Discot·cry and Exploration of the Mississippi Valley, p. 150. 

1 7 Andre's L etter in Thwait s' J e uit Relations, ol. L , p . 202. 

1 P rrot 's Mcmoire sur les Mocur , oustumes et Relligum des Sauvagcs de 

l 'A. merique Septcntrionale, footnote on p. 237. 
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near together. Moreover, the river on which the villages 
were located would seem to be the ame which th Ottawa 
a cended. 

In 16 5 Perrot mentioned the Ioway again. In that year 
he him elf vi ited them in their village. He had b n ap
pointed commandant in the northwe t by Governor de la 
Barre in the pring of that year, and immediately set out 
with twenty men to make friendly alliance in the ioux 
countr . He e tabli hed a fort about a mile north of the 
ite of Trempeleau, Wi con in, on the i i ippi. To this 

fort came ome Ioway "who aid that their villa ·e was 
nine leag11e beyond on the bank of a river'' .19 The French 
then visited it and Perrot was honored by being eated on 
a buffalo robe, offered a calumet to moke, and fed buffalo 
tornru.e out of an earthen pot. But no more detailed de-
cription of the village i given. 

The lack of furth r information regardjng the incident 
may be due to the fact that the de cription of it i taken, 
not from the Perrot manuscript, but from a econdary 
source - La Potherie 's Histoire de l' ..Amerique epte11tri
onale. Unfortunately part of the Perrot manuscripts 
disappeared, but La Potherie had incorporated much from 
them into his Histoire. He incorporated accurately and 
his hi tory i obviously reliable, but he may not have 
copied fully. 

Was thi the a.me village the Ottawa found The Ioway 
were till l.iying on a river, but again, what riverT The 
"nine leagues" wa , of course, butane timate on the part 
of the Indians, but Perrot doe not make a correction in the 
e timate after his vi it there. That distance from the fort 
could reach beyond the mouth of the Root River in Minne
sota and almo t to the pper Iowa, but the Yellow River is 

1 0 To quote Perrot, '' qui dit que leur village etoit a neuf lieues audessus, sur 
le bord du fleuve".-La Potherie's Histoire de l'A.merique Septentrionale, 
Vol. II, p . 183. 
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too far a, ay. There i no e id nee at any time to locate the 
tribe farth r to the north, around the Iinn ota Riv r. It 
would e m mor en ibl p rhap not to be limited by the 
specific di tance !ri. en but to con ider po ible location 
that w re '' clo ' , that i within a journ of a da or 
two. Thi enlar ·ed ar a would include th entire len°i:h of 
th Root and th pp r Iowa ri r . 

To the abo qu tation, La Potherie append d the fol
lowing footnote "The o fri a con id rable di tance 
b ond the Ii i ippi, toward th 43rd deo-ree of lati
tude." 20 Thi fact ma hav b en o-1 aned from conver a
tion with rrot. Latitude reported in the we t in tho e 
da are que tionabl , o that part of the tatement i not 
con tru tiv ly h lpful, but the knowledg that th Ioway 
li d ome di tanc inland i of alu . 21 

a the ri er P rrot vi ited th Root or th pper 
Iowa The earlier reference to the Ioway on a riv r near 
the Wi on in ould not have meant the Root River. or 
doe it e m lik ly that th trib would ha e moved the 
p rman nt illag uch a f w mile . hen h mo ed 
aft r 1700 th mo ed v nt -:fi e to one hundred mile 
or more at a tim . If then, a river i to be cho en that 
would fit th ondition de crib d by P rrot in 1653 and 
16 5 and b 1 mbr ', the pper Iowa would b the mo t 
r 1. onabl choi . 

errot did add that when th r nch arrived at th vil-
la0·e th women w r o fri ht ned that they ran awav. 

om '' ained the hill , and oth r ru hed into the wood 

20 La Potherie's Histoire de l ' Amerique eptentrionale, Vol. II, footnote on 
p. 1 2. 

21 To con irler that they lived inland is in di agreement with a statement on 
a D lisle map (n. d.) which ay that the Ioway at one tim lived at the 
niouth of a river flowing into t h Mis i ippi. But the map itself is confusing. 
It has b n tampered with aft r 1703 and is consequently little more than a 
hodg podge. The statement ha only its f ace value. On the other hand the 
Ioway may have lived at th river's mouth b fore they moved inland. 
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which extended along the river". 22 Thi doe not eliminate 
the choice of the Upper Iowa as the river of the Ioway. It 
is bordered by wood along mo t of it cour e, and hill , 
sheared by but one glacial allvance, ri e abruptl from the 
river's edge or just beyond a brief plain. 

It is of interest to note that Dr. Loui e Phelps Kellogo
in de cribing the meeting of the Ottawa and the Ioway 
added, "This branch of the Siouan family [the Iowa ] 
was then in proce s of becoming plain Indians, with an 
economy dependent upon the buffalo. " 28 The comm nt i 
a logical a umption ba ed on the fact that the traditional 
movement of the tribe was from the Woodland region of 
ea tern Wi consin to the Plains beyond the Missi ippi, 
and this region in we tern Iowa would have been tran i
tional topographically. That the Ioway had adopted char
acteri tic Plain area traits by 1676 is sub tantiated by a 
statement of Father Loui ndre, who talked wi th ome of 
them at Green Bay in that year. He de cribed them a 
"very large but poor; for their o-reate t W ealth con i t 
of ox-hide and of Red Calumets. " 24 

fter telling of Perrot 's vi it in 16 5, La Potherie con
tinued : '' Their eagerne to obtain French merchandise 
induced them to go away to hunt beaver durin the wint r; 
and for thi purpose they penetrated far inland.'' 25 

'' Far 
inland" probably meant we tward toward the headwater 
of he De Moine and the Blue Earth, a outhern tribu
tary of the finne ota River. That area was till a sociated 
with the Ioway :fifteen ear later when Pierre Le ueur 
r a hed the Blue Earth in hi earch for po ible minin 
ite in the outhern Iinne ota r o-ion. 

22 La Potherie's Histoire de l'Amerique Septentrionale, Vol. II, p. 183. 
23 Kellogg's The French Regime in Wisconsin ana t he Northwest, p. 99. 
24 ndr6 'a Letter in Thwaites 's Jesuit Relations, Vol. LX, pp. 202, 203. 
25 La Potherie's Histoire de l 'Amerique Stiptentrionale, Vol. II, p. 1 4. 
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t the junction of the Blue Earth with the Minnesota, 
Le ueur e tabli hed a fort where he spent the winter of 
1700-1701. He kept a journal of his trip and winter's ex
p rience but it wa lo t. However, before it disappeared 
it wa used a ource material by Bernard de La Harpe for 
his Historical Journal of the Establishment of the French 
in Louisiana and by 1. le hevalier de Beaurain for his 
M 'moire. ith r copied the journal exactly, for both use 
the third per on. La Harpe did not incorporate material 
a full a did Beaurain but the two records check each 
other almo t perf ctly on the data they both give. 

ccording to both La Harpe and Beaurain, Le ueur 
was vi ited at the Fort by ome ioux who told him that 
"this river [the Blue Earth] wa the country of the We t 
ern ioux, the Iowa s, and the tos, [and B aurain add ] 
that the Ioway lived on the hore of a lake thirt league 
'du o t ' de 1 Oue t.' " 26 Thi la t phra e may r efer io 
the Mi ouri Ri r although u ually the term i tran lated 
'' in the e t' '. The ''We tern ioux'' were Dakota tribe . 

The po ibilitie for a lake ite in a generalized Blue 
Earth re ion are limit d to lear Lake and to the Okoboji-

pirit Lake area. If the villaO'e wa de ribed in relation 
to the 1i ouri Ri r th nit wa probabl in th we tern 
part of Iowa and one of the lakes in Dickin on ounty 

wou d be indi a d. 
econd type of e idence b ar out thi a umption. 

Map of the eiO'ht enth centur how the Iowa illaO'e on 
one of a erie of lake from which a riv r head that flow 
from the a t or the northea t into the 1i ouri. Thi por-

26 The acco·mt read in part a follow : ' ' cette r ivi re e toit le pay des 
Sioux de 1 '0uest, iies • yavois et des Otoctatas, qui les Ayavois habitoient sur 
le bord d 'un lac, a tr nte lieu es du coste de 1 '0uest ' ' .- Beau rain s Voyage de 
Le ueur chez les Siowt in Margry 's Df:couverte et Etablissement de.~ 
Fra~ais dans l 'Ouest et dans le Sud de l ' .Amerique Septentrionale, Vol. VI, P· 
7 . ee al o La Ilarpe in F rench 's Historical Collections of L ouisiana, Vol. I , 

p. 24. 
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tra:al b o-an with D Ii 1 in hi 1702 and 170 map and 
wa ontinu d b him, althouO'h oth r tribal location and 
natural f atur changed vid ntl a cording to hanO'e 
in hi information. 

Deli 1 wa an exc 11 nt cartoITaph r from two tand
point : :fir t he tried to be an accurat drauO'ht man, and 
econdl he wa critical in hi choice of information. II 

had ace to document in ranee and h tallr d with th 
men from ew France when th returned horn for fund 
or further ri ht . Hi map of Loui iana are a di tin t 
impro ement o er all earlier one . Where he pro ured th 
information that cau ed him t draw a ri r h aded in 
lake b which the Iowa Ii d i not tat d on th map at 
all. It ould e m that he had heard of Le u ur' :find
inO' either b talkin to a m mb r of the xp dition who 
returned to France within the next t o year or perhaps 
Deli le had acce to the original Le ueur manuscript 
within that time. Whate er the ourc , it videntl 0 ·ave 
him the add d data - not e tant in manu ript - about 
the ri r flowinO' outhwe tward. It hould b not d how
ever, that the Le Sueur pelling a we have it differ from 
that of Deli 1 . 

The r lation of thi river to other eoO"raphical f ature , 
the dir ction of it cour e and it conn ction with the lake 
point emphatically to it identification with the Little 

ioux River which head in the koboji- pirit Lake area. 
This river an one, two, or thre lake continued to be de -
ignated on map aft r the Iowa w re no Ion ·er plac d 
near them, and by the nin teenth century (Lewi map of 
1 10 and other ) the river wa labelled "Little ioux" and 
one of the lake '' pirit Lake''. The Iowa w re u ually 
placed b the lake which probably would be eith r tor 
Ea t koboji. 

Judgino- by map alone, it would appear that the Ioway 
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lived on Lake Okoboji from the la t of the seventeenth 
century to the late i hteenth. ctually by 1700 th y had 

moved a ·ain. 
LearninO' of the proximity of the Ioway, Le ueur 1n 

1700 ent two Canadians to invite the tribe to i it him, 
and, if the would, to settle near him, "becau e the e av
age are industriou and used to cultivating the oil". 

fter un ucc ful earchinO' it wa found that the tribe 
had moved to the bank of the i ouri in the nei hborhood 
of the maha. 27 The mo e had e idently been sudden and 
recent ince the Dakota, though nearby and friendl , had 

not et h ard of it. 
more specific location for this Mi ouri Ri er villaO'e 

is given by Vermale in 1717 and by Deli le. On Deli le 's 
171 map (" 1ap of Loui iana and of the our e of the 

1:is i i.ppi"), which incidentall how decided improve
ment over that of 1703 in it d lineation of the 1i souri 
River, he located " iaouez ' dir tl w t of the lake on 
the a tern ide of a rfrer that flowed in a outhern dir c
tion into the 1i souri where it make it great bend we t
ward and thu not far abo e the '' Little ioux' . The river 
is labelled '' R. du Rocher''. The maha were located we t 

of thi ri er. 
This location of the Ioway offer e eral puzzle if the 

u ual que tion a to the id ntity of the river i con idered. 
n the fir t place if one look at a modern map two river 

ar found immediately abo e the Little ioux - the Flovd 
and th BiO' ioux - both flowino• into the 1i ouri with a 
di tance of le than ten mile betwe n. On eighteenth c n-

21 Beaurain 's Memoire in Margry s Dccouvertes et Etablissemrnt~ des 
Fran~ais dans l'Ouest et dans le Sud l'Ameriqu.e Septentrionale, Vol. VI, 
p. 0. On page 2, we find the following: "Le 16, les deux ioux s 'on re· 
tourn rent a leur village, et I 'on apprit que les Ayavois . . . . es oient allez 
s establir du co te de la rivi~re du Missoury, aux environs des Maha, na ion 

qui babite dans ce quartiers. '' 
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tury map , however, there is no such arrangement. Only 
the one river - the '' R . du Rocher'' - is shown. But if 
the Ioway had lived on the Big iou.x, the Floyd might not 
have been considered of enough importance to mention 
when a de cription of the region was made to the cartog
rapher. Thus of these two rivers, the Big oux seems 
more likely to be the one portrayed. 

But Deli le calls this river "R. du Rocher". t pre ent 
an ea tern tributary (in Iowa) of the Big Sioux is called 
the '' Rock River''. It may be that the village was on the 
Rock River, above its junction with the Big Sioux River 
and thus directly west of the lake , but this as umption is 
probably not correct. It would mean that the upper Big 
Sioux proper had not been portrayed at all. It would mean 
that the name of a small we tern river had per i ted over 
two hundred years. The Delisle location of the Ioway was, 
therefore, probably intended to be a short di tance a ove 
the mouth of the Big ioux in what is now Iowa, traight 
west of the lake . 

Deli le, in 1718, also placed the Ioway in a generalized 
location at the mouth of a river, about as much farther up 
the Mi ouri a was the "Big ioux" above the "Little 

ioux". This would put them in what is now outh Da
kota. For some reason these two village ites do not ap
pear on maps by other cartographers or on the Delisle 
maps printed later. It eems likely that the 1718 map did 
not ha e a laro-e a circulation a did that of 1703. Cartog
raphers and printer copied the 1703 map time and again, 
but eldom the map of 1718. Moreover, after 1718 Delisle 
did not publi h any maps for the pper :Mississippi region 
that incorporated new material. 

The omi sion of the Missouri River sites on later maps 
may be explained in another way. Perhaps the Ioway did 
not remain on the Mis ouri but returned instead to their 
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old village on Lak koboji. Did the map maker portra 
according! . If o, can ,,Titten documents sub tantiate 
thi viewpoint In 1702 ierre 1 oyne ieur d 'Iberville 
on hear a , poke of the Iowa a neighbors of the maha 
and r ported that th lived on a ri er which wa farther 
up the Ii i ippi than the hio and came from the 
we t. 2 Thi wa obYiou 1 the Ii ouri. Father Pierre 
Fran oi av1 r de harlevoix wrote in hi Journal for 

•t ber 20, 1721 : 

I have ju t een a l\Ii ourian woman who tell me . . . . a 
little higher [up the Mi ouri] we find the Canez, then the Octo
tata [ to] . . . . afterward the 'iouez . . . . 11 the e 
nation of whom I have been speaking d'\'\°ell upon the western 
bank of the 1i ouri, excepting the 'iouez who live on the ea tern, 
and are neighbors to the ioux and their allie . 29 

In 1723 harle oi wrot to omte de Toulou e regard
ing th we tern ea and mention d the ' iouez ' 'who are 
near the '.Li ouri .30 u h ind finite tatement b peo
ple who had not been that far up the Ii ouri are not pe-
ifically h lpful, but the Iowa vidently did li e both on 

Lak koboji and on th Bio- ioux in th :fir t half of the 
eighteenth c ntur . 

There ma v n ha 
villag s in thi period. 
th, fi uri River ite 

be n two ontemporaneou Ioway 
The Deli le map of 171 bowing 
al o r tain th on on Lake Oko-

28 "On [ the Ioway and Oto] l s peut faire descend re ou on voudra, qui 
sero1 nt du co te du Oue t, dans uno rivi r qui e t su dela l 'Ouabache du costu 
du Ouest' '.- Iberville 's M cmoire in Iargry' Dicouv rtes et Etablissements 
des Fra~ais dans l 'Oucst ct dans le ud de l 'A merique eptentrionale, VoL 

IV, p. 59 . 

29 Charlevoix's Journal of a Voyage to orth-America, Vol. II, p. 224. A 
'' Missourian woman'' refers to a member of the Mi ouri tribe whom Charle
voix met in her village on the Mis ouri River. 

so Charlevoix 's Letter in Mnrgry 's Dccouvertes et Etablis ments des 
Fra~ais dans l 'Ouest et dans le Sud de l 'A merique Septentrionale, Vol. VI, 
p. 534. 
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boji. nd as pre iou ly pointed out, cartographers 
throughout the ei 0 ·hteenth century continued to place the 
tribe on the lake site. 

Vermale in his '' General 1.tap of Louisiana or of the 
Mis is ippi", 1717, crave a imilar "Big Sioux" location. 
He howed village symbol a hort di tance up from the 
mouth of a river that flowed southwest into the Missouri. 
To this village came a "Road which French traveller 
take". It connected at its ea tern end with the mouth of 
the Wiscon in River. Deli le in his map showed a similar 
route for French traders. In 1703 the trail went fairly 
straicrht aero s from the Wiscon in to the Mis ouri, cross
incr it at the junction a little way below the mouth of the 
Little ioux, and continuing up the west bank of the l\fi -
souri indefinitely. In 1718 the route led directly to the 
Ioway village on Lake Okoboji, then on to the "R. du 
Rocher" (Big ioux) ite where it ceased. This makes it 
seem likely that Vermale had the Ioway in mind when he 
indicated the village to which the ''road'' came. Since 
there is essential a!ITeement between these two individual 
portrayals of the Iowa village, they mu t represent in 
general what Le Sueur intend d. How~ver, Vermale does 
omit the lake. nd they differ in the location of the Omaha 
village. 

Still another Mi souri River site appears in the litera
ture of the region. M. Louis Antoine Bougainville, a sol
dier under !fontcalm, wrote a memoir which contains 
Upper Mi sis ippi Valley information, gleaned from Cana
dian officers who knew the region intimately. The data 
appearing therein should have been up to date as well as 
reliable. Bougainville wrote in 1757 that the '' Ayoues '' 
were :fifty leagues above the site of Fort Leavenworth. 81 

81 Bougainville said, '' a cinquante lieues au-dessus on trouve les Otoks et 
lea ayoues ".-Bougainville 's Memoire in Margry 's Relations et Memoires 
Inedits, p. 48. 
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In thi in ance h numb r of 1 ae-u ma be r crarded a 
fairl accurat , for by thi time uropean with competent 
mean of mea uring di tan e had ·vi it d the Ii ouri 
trib . Ev n if the illacre had been twenty-five mile 
farther or n ar r, howe er it would till place the Ioway 
definite! in ouih rn Iowa. Had the moved in part or a 
a group down th Ii ouri Ri er? If o, here exactly 

were they located 
.unmediatel th r 

of the Iowa not d b 
the 1i ouri in 1 04 
tain th r cord : 

to mind the anci nt villa ere" 
wi an lark in th ir journey up 

h Journal for July 2 1 04 con-

I land and reek 15 d . wide on the . S. above this Bluff, a 
thi reek ha no nam call it Indian Knob reek . . . . below 
thi High Land on the . . the iauway Indians formerly lived.

32 

L wi in hi ' ummar i w of iver and r ek , 
~ tc." probabl written at ort andan in the winter of 

1 04-1 0 , mor reci ly de i nat d the location by 
placing "Indian re k" tw nty mile abo e ' :fu quetoe 

reek'' and three mile abo e the old Ioway illacre. 
33 

To 
sum up, th n, the Iowa illaO'e wa on the east ide of the 
Mi souri Ri r about e nt en mil abo e the mouth of 
Mo quito Riv r and thr e mil b lo the pre ent da In
dian r ek ju outh of a hi ·h bluff. Thi would be ju t 
south of the city of oun il Bluff below a bluff that tood 
out notic ably. H. L Brackenrid e, ho journeyed up 
the 1i ouri in 1 11, al o m ntioned in hi J oiirnal the 
ite of the '' n i nt villa ·e of the wa '' and placed it 

b tw n latitude 41 ° 4' and 41 ° 17'.34 The Lewi and 

32 fott' The Lewis and Clark Expedition in Its Relation to Iowa History 
and Geography in the Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol Xill, p. 170. 

3~ Thwaites's Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expediti01i, Vol. VI, 

p. 42. 

a4 Brackenridge 's Journal of a Voyage up the River Missouri in Thwaites 'e 

Early Western Travels, Vol. VI, p. 165. 
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Clark ite would come well within these limits. uch a 
location could have been the '' fifty leagues'' village of 
Bougainville. Whether thi was a main or a subsidiary 
village of the tribe i unknown. 

It is likely that when the tribe was located on or near the 
Missouri it acquired horse and immediately b gan to take 
advantage of its increa ed ability to hunt over an extensi e 
area. In fact, the Ioway ranged over the whole region be
tween the 1i souri and the 1i i sippi. 

They were encountered in ea tern Iowa at least twice 
before 1760. Pierre Boucher described the progre of the 
expedition he led against the Fox in 1728 : '' Hardly had 
we arrived oppo ite the Ouisconsin [Wiscon in] than we 
di covered traces of a party of Renards [Fox] ; and after 
three day ' journey, we found their canoe , which they had 
left at the river of the Ayous in order to penetrate more 
easily into the depths of the surrounding countr . " 35 

Does this mean that the Ioway lived on a river in ea tern 
Iowa, or had someone met some Ioway on it and thus des
ignated iU What river was it? Van der Zee86 and 
Thwaites 37 agree that it wa probably the Wap ipinicon. 
This opinion is based upon an estimate of the three days' 
travel from the mouth of the Wi con in, in view of the fact 
that the distance from Lake Pepin to Rock River was tra
ver ed in nine days. This i the only mention of the Ioway 
near the 11i si ippi until thirty years later. The pre ence 
there of the" camp of a summer hunting party seems the 
mo t logical explanation of the "river of the Ayous". 

Another postulated hunting party made itself known to 
35 Van der Zee 's Captivity of a Part y of Frenchmen among I ndians in the 

Iowa Country, 1728-1729, in THE I OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, 

Vol.~' p. 9 . 

se Van der Zee ' s note in THE I OWA J OURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, 

Vol. XIV, p. 9 . 

87 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVII, p . 38. 
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po terity by murdering a Fr nchman on the De 1oines 
River in 175- and thereby arou ed the ano-er of Louis 
farquis <le 1ontcalm. 38 ide from the e di cordant note 

the Ioway are alway placed on or near the 1is ouri River 
until the 1760' . 

In the oues edition of the journals of Lewi and lark, 
when the tatement concernin°· the old village ite is made 
the following comment i a ]d d: "They were a branch of 
the Ottoe , and emi 0 Tated from this place to the river Des 
1oine . '' 39 Thwaites, in his dition, explained that thi 

additional phra e '' i ro eel out by anoth r pen, in the 
original 1 . " 40 " rio·inal manuscript" mu t mean the 
original notebook entry. The cro sing out wa done after 
Biddle edited the notes or el e Clark o erruled the omis-
ion, for the explanation i included in the fir t edition of 

the journal. lthough it may be questionable to ay that 
the Ioway migrated to the De :Moine , it i important to 
find that from thi lower Ii ouri village they were up
po ed to have mo ed ea t. 

At an rate, b the 1760 the Iowa had tabli hed 
th m elve on the fis i ippi Ri er in Illinoi uch a 
leap from the :Mis ouri to the 1s issippi may seem sur
pri ino- and arouse que tions but the chanO'e was not as 
radical a it fir t appear . The 2.Toup had been rangino- as 
far a th J\fis i ippi for a number of year and the loca
tion farther ea t off red a better opportunity for the sale 
of furs. 

Jame. Gorrell, located at Green Bay, li ted in 1762 the 
'' voy - On each ide Ii i sippi" and gave a his 

38 Wisconsin Historical Collections, ol. XVIII, pp. 195, 196. 
39 Coues 's Hi-story of the Expedition Under the Commana of Lewis and 

Clark, Vol. I, p. 92, footnote. 

• 0 Thwaites 1s Original Journals of the Lewi.s and Clark Expedition, Vol. I, 
p. 92, footnote. 
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sources both French and Indian accounts. 41 But Gorrell 's 
JJOpulation figure as given earlier is so far from acceptable 
and his spelling so bad that his location data must not go 
unquestioned. His placements of other tribes, such as the 
Sauk, Fox, and Menominee are, however, accurate. In 
addition, four Indians from the '' Avoy nation'' had vis
ited him that summer so he hould have known. 

Two years later t. nge, commandant at the Illinois 
and therefore situated at Fort Chartres, complained to his 
superior that a band of the Ioway '' established on the bank 
of the Mis issippi" were annoying the French at Peoria. 
They had wounded a Frenchman on the Mississippi thirty
five league up from Fort Chartres.42 In 1769 t. nge, 
then located at St. Louis, listed the '' Ayooua'' with the 

ioux, auk, and Fox as '' Of the district of the upper Mis
isipi'' rather than with the Omaha, Oto, Kansas, etc., '' of 
the fi ouri Ri er' '.43 

A more peci:fi.c location of the village, or villages, in this 
case, i found in Jedidiah for e' The American Gazetteer 
for 1798 where even population :fi.g-ure are added. Morse 
wrote: 

Iowa, a river of Louisiana, which runs outh-ea tward into the 
Mis i ippi, in . lat. 41. 5. 61 miles above the Iowa Rapids, where 
on the E. side of the river is the Lower Iowa Town, which 20 years 
ago could furnish 300 warriors. The Upper Iowa Town i about 
15 miles below the mouth of the river, also on the E. side of the 
Mi si ippi, a.pd could formerly furnish 400 warriors.44 

n Lieut. James Gorrell's Journal in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, 
Vol. I, p. 32. 

42 St. Ange's Letter in the Illinois Historical Collections, Vol. X, pp. 293, 
296. Fort Chartres was located on the Mississippi, just above the mouth of 
the Kaskaskia River. 

4 s St. Ange's Report in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, 
p. 300. 

H See also Salter's Iowa: The First Free State in the Louisialna Purchase, 
pp. 278, 279. 



252 IOW JOUR L OF HI TORY AND POLITICS 

Later map u ed thi or similar data. The first map 
which the writer ha di co ered that placed the Ioway on 
the issi ippi was a ''Map of the United tates of Amer
ica and of the our e of the Mi i ippi", drawn by Brion 
de la Tour and dated 17 4. Two "Iowa Town " are 
hown, both in Illinoi , one opposite the mouth of the Des 

oines Ri r and one ten miles or o below the Iowa 
River.45 The two ite markings appear to be late addi
tion to an older plate becau e the Lake Okoboji village 
appear al o, and the '1i i ippi ''Towns'' are printed 
while th other lettering i in cript. 17 3 map by the 
same cartographer how only the lake ite. This Illinois 
placement wa immediat ly copied and appeared on maps 
by Delamarche in 17 5, rrowsmith in 1790, otzmann in 
1791, Ru ell in 1794, Faden in 1796, Giis efeld in 1797, etc. 
Evidently the cartographical delineation of the villao-e was 
late in relation to their time of occupancy. or e, it may 
be noticed, writes "20 y ars ago". That would be in the 
1770 . By 1777 the main village of the Ioway was on the 

e loin River in Iowa. 1orse' tatement, obviou ly 
not too pecific, may be pa ed by without cau ing difficulty. 
But it i not at all likely that the two Illinois site contin
ued contemporaneou 1 with the De 1oines villa e that 
from 1777 on i 2.'i en a the only village until the nine
teenth century. Brion de la Tour wa , of cour e, in 
Franc . H nc th lag. 

The ite on the D Moine River i better authenticated 
han are an of the other althou h the majority of ref er
nc to it come after 1 00. ram 1770 on, there i a pauc

it of data regarding the Iowa , a ide from map ; maps 
till carri d the koboji ite and so are u ele . 

The fir mention of the new Iowa location is in a report 

45 Fifteen miles below the mouth of the Iowa River would be just below the 
41st degree of latitude, south of Milroy, Illinois. 
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that the pani h o-overnment repre entativ , Franci co 
Cruzat, enclo ed with a letter to Don Bernando d Galvez, 
dated o ember 15, 1777. Th report de cribed various 
Indian groups with which the t. Louis po t had had deal
mo-s. s to the "Hayua ", he wrote: "The are located 
eighty league from this illao-e [ t. Loui ] b water by the 
fi i ip river on the hore of the Muen ri er. " 46 This i 

undoubtedly reliable information ince ruzat wa in a 
po ition to know. The eighty league would place the vil
lao-e near the pre nt Ima, Iowa, in what i now north
we tern an Buren ounty, on the Des foine Riv r. 

map that was drawn in the 17 0 's ( according to the 
Library of Congre ) and belonged to Lewi and lark 
placed the "nation Eye ay" on the R. de moin ". It ap
pears to be the work of omeone really familiar with the 
area, but, the date (1780) i que tionable and p rhap 
twenty year hould be added to it.47 

In 1793 Zenon Trudeau con id red the " yoa", the 
auk, and the Fox a in control of the De foine River 

but he mentioned no village .48 foKenne and Hall, how
ever, tate that W atchemonne, a chief of the Ioway, was 
born at an old village on the De foine '' at this time 
[1835 ] occupied by Keokuk".49 atchemonne was (in 
1838) a little over fifty years old. Hence in the last decade 
of the century the Ioway were definitely on the De Moines. 

48 Cruzat's Letter in Houck's The panish Regime in Missouri, Vol. I, p. 
145. ,. 

47 This is one of several maps which were found (in the 20th century) mixed 
in with some accounts belonging to William Cfark in the Indian Office at 
Washington. They are thought by Annie Heloise Abel to have been sent by 
Jefferson to Lewis and Clark before their journey up the Missouri. Hence the 
dating of them has to be made according to the facts they contain. 

48 Trudeau's Document in Houck 's The Spanish Regime in Missouri, Vol. II, 
p. 50. 

49 McKenney and Hall's History of the Indian Tribes of North America, 
Vol. III, p. 17. 
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The village mentioned as inhabited by Keokuk (in 1835 ) 
was practically the same ite on which white men estab
li hed the town of Iowaville in 1837. This was in the far 
northwe t corner of present day Van Buren County, on the 
west ide of Section 7 of Village Township, on the north 
side of the Des 1oine . 50 Iowa ville wa abandoned in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century and the site i now 
farm land. 

Thomas G. nderson, a trader, spent the winter of 1801-
1 02 with the '' Ioway tribe of Indian - a vile et.'' 51 He 
described the place as being about fifty miles up the Des 
Moines River. gain the Iowaville ite is indicated. ich
olas Boilvin, appointed s i tant Indian A o-ent in 1806, 
wa told to visit the "lawe Towns on the Lemoin".52 

Lewis and lark al o placed the Ioway on the Des 
1'1 oines. 53 In their "E tima te of the Eastern Indian ' 
they located the Ioway village thirty- ix lea 0 ue , and in 
another para 0 Taph, forty learnes, up the De foines. 

ources for this were secondary and in view of other con
flicting statements as well a lark' 1810 map, their accu
racy i doubtful. The explor r may have heard of a few 
of the tribe who were at Faribault' trading po t two hun
dred mile up the De !l:oines for about four years at the 
turn of the century. On his 1810 map, Clark places 
'' :, awa '' between Buffaloe Horn and Village creek on 
the northea t side of the Des ome . either name is 

50 Fi zpatrick 's The P lace-NO/mes of Van Buren County, I owa, in the A n
nals of I owa ( Third eries) , Vol. XVIII, p. 32. 

51 Anderson's Narrative in the Wisconsin Historical Co llections, Vol. IX, 
p. 151. 

52 Dearborn's Letter in the Wisconsin Historical Co llections, Vol. X IX, p. 
315. 

53 Lewis's Essay on an Indian P olicy in Coues 's History of the Expedition 
under the Command of Lewis and Clark, Vol. I , Appendix I, p. 1222 ; 
Thwaites 's Original J ournals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Vol. VI, pp. 
91, 92; Clark's map of 1810. 
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now applied to creeks in the region indicated in southeast
ern Iowa, but it could ha e been the Iowaville pot. More
o ·er, the township name may be a carry o er from the 
latter creek's -name or the creek may be o mall that they 
are not noted on o-eoloo-ic ur e map . 1an other 
trader and government official verif thi location, in
cluding utter in 1812, lark in 1 16, Tanner and Long in 
1 17 ilb in 1 20, and or e in 1 20. 

How lono- the Iowa maintained thi D foin villao-e, 
it i diffi ult to a . The white man wa bouldering his 
way per i tentl into Iowa b thi time. Lewi wrote in 
1 09, "Th third, and only portion of those Indians [ of 

pper Louisiana], ho can with propriet b on idered 
as po ed of uch tationary illao-es . . . . 1 con
fined to the awa , ioux, and Foxe of th Mi is
sippi ". 54 But very oon the di ruption trac abl to the 
white man reached e en their village , and roup ~ of Io ay 
were attracted to certain centers of acti ity for more or 
le temporary period . 

Ev n a early a 1 05 Zebulon f. Pike in de, cribing hi 
trip up the 1i i ippi from Rock River northward noted, 
"In thi di tance they [the party] pa ed a laro-e prairie, 
calfod the half way to the prairie de hien , and everal 
and bank on the ea t · the Iowa villa e and reek i on 

the oppo ite ide.' 55 nd John Todd in hi book of recol
lection of early da s in we tern Iowa tat d that in the 
beginnino- of the ninete nth century there wa an Ioway 
villao-e on the Iowa River ten mile abo e it confluence 
with the 1i si ippi. ss 

Giacomo on tantine B ltrami, the Italian explorer, as-

54 Lewis's O bservatioru and Reflection$ on Upper L ouisiana in Thwaites 's 
Original Journals of the L ewis and Clark E xpedition, Vol. VII, p. 322. 

55 Pike's An Account of a Voyage up the Mississippi River, p. 5. 

~6 Todd's Early Settlement and Growth of W estern I owa, p. 1 4. 
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cend d th Ii i ippi from he lino- to Fort t. nthony 
on he t amboat, irgmza. H p ak of the riv r of the 
'' ahawa that wa nam d after people h lived on it 57 

but that doe not definit ly indicat hat the Iowa~ were 
till ther . Tor doe J didiah for ( 1 ... 0) tatement 

of the ame fact prove a late occupation.58 It i only a 
hun h that the owa er not ther lon and not after the 
fir decad of th nineteenth entur . 

i bola Boil in Indian a · nt at Prairie du Chien, 
wrote in 1 11 that th Iowa. had for the mo t part aban
doned he ha c p to o- t m at and were manufactur
ing lead (probabl. n ar the pr ent ite of Dubuque 
Iowa).59 illiam lark, a ov rnor of ~Ii ouri Terri
tor tat d in an official report that the Iowa. were ' on 

' and al had a villa ere on Lemoin' . 60 

eor · ilb v ri:fi d the rand Ri er location when he 
wrot from ort a to Thoma L. IcKenne in 1 20 
about the Indian b tween th 1i ouri and the rkan a 
ri er . H aid : ' Th [ th Iowa ] are latter 1 much 
di ided, o that I am unabl to tate preci el how man 
villa · th o up or where th are locat d. . . . The 
oth r part of th tribe r main in two village I b li e on 
the De I in and rand River . '' 61 

Thoma or th in hi Jo11,rnal (1 19) r mark d that 
the Iowa had plant d corn near Fort Edward (located 

57 In the words of B ltrami '' du nom de peuple auvages, qui l 'habit-
aient ".- Beltrami 's La Decouvcrte de ources du Mis i sippi, p. (32. 

5 forse 's A Report to the ecretary of War of the United tates, on In
dian .A.ff airs, p. 363. 

59 Boilvin 's Letter in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, ol. I, p. 252. 

60 Clark's .1 Report of the ames and Probable umber of the T,-ibes of 
Indians in the Missouri T rritory, dated ovcmb r 4, 1 16. In the retired 
classifi d files, Indian Archives, Washington, D. . 

61 ilby 's Letter in Morse's A Report to the Secretary of War of the United 
States, on Indian A.ff airs, p. 204. 
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on the Ii i ippi ju t below the it of Keokuk, Iowa) 
where they were re idino-, and in 1821 he a ked for a ub
agent there to deal with the Ioway. 

Two report in 1 17 - one by tephen Long and the 
other b Edward Tanner - u ·ge t that the Ioway had 
moved their village farther up the Des Moines Ri er. 
Long wrote, '' The principal part of the Ioway Indians re
side up thi river [Des Moine ] , at the distance of about 
one hundred and twenty miles from its mouth.'' 62 This 
information he had obtained during his journey up the 
Mi i sippi from Prairie du hien to the Falls of St. 

nthony. Edward Tanner, who al o claimed to have jour
ne ed up the Mi i ippi in 1817, placed the tribe one hun
dred mile from the we t ide of the i is ippi. 63 Both of 
the e fi 011re re ton econdhand information. 

A plit of the tribe had occurr d wh n an Io ay chief, 
"Wangewaha" or "Hard Heart", joined the to in Ne
bra ka because he wa not in ympathy with the English in 
the War of 1812 and di appro ed of the actions of the rest 
of the group in aiding Great Britain. In the autumn of 
1819 according to the tory told tephen H. Lon o- on 
his Rocky Mountain expedition, many of Hard Heart' 
people joined him o that the Ioway, Oto, and Missouri 
were united for a brief time. In 1820, Hard Heart' fol
lowers returned to the village on the Des 1oines River, but 
the chief remained with the Oto. 

In 1823 BeJtrami noted, as the boat steamed pa t the Des 
Moine , "This river is inhabited by the Ioway who have 
been almo t all destroyed by the Dakota . '' 64 The massacre 

62 Long's Voyage in a Siz-Oared Skiff to the Falls of Saint Anthony in the 
Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 81. 

63 Tanner's Report in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 
2 8. 

64 
'' Cette riviere est habite par Jes yahoas qui ont ete presque tous destruits 

par le ioux'' in Beltrami 's La Decouverte des Sources du Mississippi, p. 51. 

--· --
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by the Dakotas is an un olved puzzle. ince it i doubtful, 
thi ite may be questioned. However, Beltrami talked with 
people at Fort Edwards opposite the mouth of the De 
~ioine and hould therefore have recei ed recent and reli-

able data. 
There i also a tradition of a battle in 1821 between the 

Ioway and the Sauk and Fox led by Black Hawk in which 
the Ioway were defeated,65 but this i very improbable. t 
any rate the period of compulsory land ces ions wa upon 
the Ioway Indian . In 1 24 they gave up land in nii ouri; 
in 1 25 they were xclud d from finne ota and far north
ern Iowa; in 1 30 they ceded all their Iowa land. It wa 
during this period of per i tent ou ting that they began 
definitely to trail out of Iowa. ome settled near nake 
Hills ( t. Jo eph, ii ouri) on the fissouri where their 
pre ence wa reported by For yth (1831), Catlin (1830' ), 
1Iaximilian (1833), and De met (1838). ome settled on 
the Little Platte, according to 11aximilian (1827 and 1 33). 
Reservation life wa at hand. 

THE OTO 

The Oto, a smaller hiwere iouan tribe, shadowed the 
course of the Ioway across northern Iowa to the Mis ouri; 
their villages were either ontiguou or were separated by 

only a few mile . 
The to, or "Otontanta", fir t appear in what may be 

Iowa on Iarquette's ambiguou map of about 1673. ( ee 
Appendix for further di cus ion.) The are there one of 
the "nations e loign' s dans les terre " and thu relegated 
to the o-roup containing the Pawnee, the maha, and the 
Iowa ( ). The Jesuit map "made in the year 1672'', 
Joliet's map of 167 4, and Vander a' 1673 map all copy 

6 5 Pickard 's The Iowa Indians in the Annals of Iowa (Tb.il'd Series), Vol. 
I, p. 14; Cole's I Am A Man: The Indian Black Hawk, pp. 70, 71. 
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that of farquette. one of their sli ·ht rearranging sug-
ge t · additional information. 

The Oto were brought out of the limitle West and o-iven 
more definite location by Father Zenobiu Membre who 
coupled the '' nthontantas '' with the Ioway when he 
placed that tribe on what was probably the Upper Iowa 
Ri er. ( ee p. 238.) Hennepin copied ,fembre in this, but 
he did not specify the location of the western river. La 

alle' reference show no additional inform tion. 
Later maps yield few additional fact . ranquelin 's 

map for 1681 harks back to Joliet's of 1674 for its portrayal 
of the Iowa area. Franquelin' ucceedino- map of 1684, 
16 5, and 16 8 are a distinct improvement over any earlier 
one , but he wa confu ed by the e ten ive terminology 
u ed by various tribal groups and Frenchmen to de ignate 
the Ioway. ot realizing that " rounoue", "Paote", and 
"Mascoutin adessioux" probably all referred to the 
Ioway, he placed all on the maps in location given for them 
at one time or another, naming the Oto alway with the 
"Ma coutins ade ioux". Both gToups were near the 
head of a river in the "Far We t". This specific relation
ship probably traces ultimately to Membre's records. Fon
ville 's 1699 map makes the same errors. 

The failure of Perrot to mention the Oto after hi visit to 
the Ioway in 1685 sugo-ests that the two tribes lived at least 
several miles apart, or the tribe may have been too mall to 
merit special attention. 

It will be recalled that Pierre Le Sueur wa told in 1700 
that the Blue Earth Ri er was the region of the Ioway, 
"de Otoctatas", and of the western Sioux. The Ioway 
were said to live on a lake bore. The Oto were de cribed as 
living "a little further on". 66 Deli le in his 1703 map 

66 The phrase was "un peu plus loin".- Beaurain 's Memoire in Margry's 
Decouvertes et tJ;tablissements des Fra11,yais, Vol. VI, p. 78. 
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placed them with the Ioway on Okoboji Lake. Other car
too-raphers followed Deli le in thi - loll in 1712, 1714, 
and 1720, Willd yin 1714, and d Fer in 171 . 

Wh n the anadians earched for the Iowa at this place 
they found neither that group nor the Oto. They found in
stead that both tribe had 0·on to the :Mi ouri River near 
the Omaha. Did D li le, the ref ore, on hi 171 map place 
the two together on the Ii ouri. o he located the Ioway 
on the Big ioux (?), on a river farther up the 11issouri, 
and on the Lak , but he had the to below the mouth of the 
"Ri i're de Pani " or Platte, on the we t ide of the fi -
souri and, in addition, they appeared in a g neralized area 
between the D 1oine and Ii ouri, outh of the latitude 

of the mouth of th Platte. 
manu cript confirmation of the Oto' presence near the 

fi ouri in 1701 is found in an anonymou document en
titled '' ece ity of Fortif ing the ountr in order to 
de tro the Eno·lish e tabli hment "which, in a concentra
tion plan poke of makin°· the maha and the Oto come 
down a ri er which wa tw nt 1 ague from the Ohio, un
doubt dl the nii ouri. 67 1or ov r, an old n1i ouri 
woman, quoted by har 1 voix in 1721 de cribed the '' Octo
tata '' a a trib living on the we tern ide of the 
Ri r. 

rom thi tim on the map r pre ent two chool of 
thought: one which placed the Oto in a broad area between 
th Des Ioine and the ii ouri toward the outh ( a Le 
Rou e in 1742, Bellin in 175 and olin in 1756) and one 
which places them on the Platte in what i now bra ka 
( a on a map in Daniel oxe A De cription of the Engli h 
Province of Carolana, 1722 the nrule-Bolton map of 

67 ' 'Il le faudroit au si charger de ... faire v nir les fahas, les Octotas, 
ur une riviere qui est a ving t lieue de Ouabache' '.- From a r eport entitled 
ecessite de f ortifier le Pays pour detruire les Etablissements A nglai.s in 

Margry a Decouvertes et Etablissements des Fra~ais, Vol. IV, pp. 5 61 5 7. 
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1752, Bonne' map of 1757, etc.). From 1757 on the Oto 
are alwa located in ebra ka. 

It i therefore, likel that the tribe de cended and 
cro d the Ii ouri around the turn of the c nteenth 
centur . The e tabli hed their main permanent villa e on 
the Platt , but they continued to hunt in Iowa c1 o ing the 
l\fi ouri in the re0 :ion of the mouth of the Platte and o 
were encountered in that area. 

When BouO'ainville poke of them and the Ioway being 
fifty learne abo e Fort Leav nworth ( ee p. 247), the Oto 
were probably on the ebra ka ide and ma ha been at 
the '' old Ottoe village'' de cribed by Lewi and lark. 

THE OM.AH 

It i recounted that in prehi toric times, after eparating 
from the other Dhe 0:iha iouan tribes, the Omaha miQTated 
up the 1is ouri Ri er to their fir t recorded po ition at 
that river' we tward b nd. If uch a mo ement did take 
place it i likely that the group, during it proirressi n, 
would have lived at one or more ite in Iowa. 

In the ixteenth centur the Omaha were another of the 
tribe which Marquette, Joliet, Franq u. lin, and :Minet 
tretched into the illimitable est on their map . But in 

1702 Deli le located them on a ri er which flo d outh to 
join the 1Ii ouri at its bend, abo e the unnam d Little 

ioux. The 1703 map is e entiall the ame in thi respect. 
Many other c~rtographer copied thi g·eneral etup, 68 al
thou ·l:t more often the riv r of the Omaha flowed from the 
northea t, roughly parall ling the riv r of the Ioway. In 
addition the river of the Omaha i ometime hown with a 
river above it, again with a parallel course, on which" ri-

68 Mou, 1712-1714, 1720; Willdey, 1714 ( ); Vermale, 1717; Bonne, 1757; 
Jeffrey, 1760, 17 3; Beaurain, 1777; .An ville, 1794; and Faden, 1769. ee 
the map li t for descriptions of the e maps. 
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cara'' appear . Furthermore, Deli le on his 1718 map and 
Bowles in 1778 name the ri er of the Omaha "R. du 
Rocher". lways, however, the Omaha are placed at the 
mouth or preadin°· north from it on one ide or the other. 

It is perhaps apparent that the ri er under di cu ion i 
the same one a that on which the Ioway were located by 
Deli le in 171 . In the earlier discus ion it was sugO'e ted 
that the Big Sioux was the river intended. It was also 
p0inted out that Vermale differed in hi placement of the 
Omaha. In his 1717 map he how the" 1aha" on a river 
flowing into the Missouri above the Little ioux ( ) . The 
di concerting feature here i a river flowing from the west 
into the 1:issouri (?) above the mouth of the po tulated 
Little ioux and below the mouth of the river with the 
Omaha village. Thi river has a Pawnee villao-e on it. It 
seem likely that Vermale wa confu ed in this map. Le 
Su ur tated definitely that the Omaha and Iowa were 
near tog ther and this delineation would separate them by a 
O'oodly distance. Moreo er, the western river look like the 
Platte mi placed. Therefore, the conclu ion a regard the 
Bi ioux still holds. 

umin · then that the river on which the Omaha were 
located was the Big Sioux, it is of importance to thi study 
to determine whether the tribe wa on the we t or east side 
of Lhe ri er. One location would put them in outh Dakota, 
the other in Iowa. There were those who placed the 
'' £aha'' in a O'eneralized area at the mouth, but mo t maps 
were more specific. In 1702 Delisle placed them up the 
river quite a way on the east ide. In 1703 he portrayed 
the village on the Iowa side but nearer the mouth. Then in 
1718 he put it on the Dakota ide and replaced the a tern 
ite with an Ioway villa e. 

The maps of the eighteenth century reflect thi change 
and tarted two schools of thought. The cartographers of 
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both chool were that by prof sion, and ob iou ly not 
much new information rea hed them concernin ('/' the we t
ern pper fi i ippi area. The therefor copied arlier 
map . Many of tho e who located the maha on the Io a 
side copied the Deli le 1703 map, for they are the ame who 
bowed the Ioway at the lake ite until the nin t enth cen-

tury. aden and J effre , who located the Omaha on th 
Dakota ide, copied Deli le' 171 map. 

The ref ore, taking Deli le a the final reliable source on 
the Big ioux location of the maha, it would e m that 
they were in Iowa not later than the econd d cade of the 
eighteenth century. fter that they were in Dakota or e
bra ka. Hence their tay in the Iowa area - of whatever 
length - b long mo tly to the realm of pr -hi tory. 

THE ILL! OI CO FEDERATIO 

In the late 1650' the Iroquoi be ieged a · ~o Indian vil
lao-e in what i now i con in. fter the iege part of the 
Iroquoi , it is aid, r turned to the East by circlino- the 
outh rn nd of Lake fichi an. In the cour e of their 

journey the came upon an Illinoi Indian village. nl the 
women and children wer at horn o the Iroquois killed 
them all. When the Illinoi warrior returned from their 
hunt, oon after the ma acre, they disco ered what had 
happ ned pur u d their enemie and, they claimed, I-illed 
all but four. Ther upon the Iroquois owed re eno- upon 
all Illinoi Indian . From thi impendino- danger the Illi
noi fled into the Iowa ar a probably about 1667. 

n o th irroup a the Peoria, whom ....Iarqu tte 
and .Joliet -vi ited in their pilirrima e down the 1Ii i ippi 
River in 1673. n the 25th of Jun hen the had de-
e nd d mor than ixt I a from the i con in th y 

noticed foo print on the hore and d cided to find th In-
dian village that th a um d wa n arb . '' follow 
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the little path in il nee, and having advanced about two 
lea!rlle , we disco-v red a illa 0 ·e on the bank of the river, 
and two others on a hill, half a lea :U.e from the former. " 69 

The side of the ri er i not m ntioned but on the maps of 
both men the villao-e is plac d outh of th ri er. 

ow com s th identification of the river, and into thi 
que tion intrud s the problem of the accurac of latitude 
as obtain d by 1arquett and recorded on hi map. For 
some r a on hi r cordin of the latitude of river en
count red in de c ndin from the i con in down to the 

rkansa ( the Illinoi Ii ouri and Ohio) are con i t-
ently one de 0 -ree south of the true po ition . Onl th lati
tude of the mouth of the rkan a River is plotted cor
rectly and, as a re ult, the 1i i ippi i fore hortened a 
degree. uch a uniform error indicate either the u e of 
an in trument who e readino· ere ubject to a con tant 
error or computation by" dead r konin°·" that b ()'an with 
error. Hence it i nece ary to ubtract one de 0 Te from 
the reading given, in order to d ermine the location of the 
pot m ntioned. 

As reo-ard th it of the Peoria Yillage w quote 
La na G. W ld who tudi d tbi problem thorou ·hly: 

While the journal doe not specifically tate that the latitude 
vaguely given a '' 40 degrees and ome minute '' i that of 
Pe0uarea it i evident from the map that thi i to be under tood. 
The e timated di tance trave ed ince entering the 1i i ippi -
over ixty leaaue - i a inde:finit a the e timat it elf i un
certain. If 20 leaau be ounted to the degree in nautical fashion, 
the di tance i above 207 tatute mile . Thi would indicate a the 
place of landing ome point on the river near Port Loui a in Loui a 
County. The latitude of this point i about 41 ° 12' which i ome
thing 0\7er ad gree great r than that of Peouarea a aiven by Mar
quette' map and nearly the ame amount ar ater than that in-

69 ~Iarquette' Rccit des Voyages et des Decout·erte3 in hea' Disroi•ery 
and Explornti-On of the Mi i.ssippi Valley, p. 244. 
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ferred from the narrative. The stream entering here from the we t, 
a hown in the sketch of the true course of the Mi is ippi, is the 
Iowa river.70 

Thi very logical election of the Iowa River a the site 
of the Peoria village conflicts with the older a umption 
that it was on the Des 1:oines River. That as mnption wa 
ba ed on Marquette's map which how the Peoria on the 
ame river as the 1oingwena. 71 But the two were not nec

e arily on the ame river. In fact, Iarquette' manu-
cript does not even mention the latter tribe. It ay , 

"They [the Illinois] are di ided into e eral villages, some 
of which are quite di tant from that of which we peak, 
and which is called Peouarea. " 72 or does Joliet place the 
Peoria village on the Des 1\1:oines River on hi map. It 

eems likely that having been told that the :Moingwena lived 
farther to the west with perhap gestures toward the upper 
river, 1:arquette assumed that the tribe lived on the ame 
stream. The omis ion of mention of the De Moines River 
when the party pas ed it mouth, is not odd when one con
siders how many river he omitted to note. 

Other map of even the seventeenth century how the two 
tribes on two different rivers. Franquelin (1681) placed 
the river of the 1\1oingwena above that of the Peoria, but 
in 1684 he rever ed thi po ition, a doe an anonymous 
1682 map that in its legend cites La alle for it authority. 
Franquelin was in Quebec in the 16 O's. Probably he 
talked to La Balle while there and his 1684 map hows his 

7 0 Weld's Joliet and Marquette in Iowa in THE Iowa JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS, Vol. I, pp. 11, 12. 

71 Although Hodge gives the spelling '' Mongwena' ', in this tudy an '' i'' 
is added to the :first syllable, making "Moingwena" because the tribal name 
is practically always spelled with the additional '' i' '· This is verified by con
versation with ara Jones Tucker, student of historic Indian tribes in Illinois. 

72 Marquette's Recit des Voyages et des Decouvertes in hea 's Discovery 
and Explorati-0n of the Mississippi Valley, p. 247. 
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new information. Unexplainable i the isolated in tance 
(Franquelin, 16 8, copied b Fonville, 1699) where the 
Peoria are beyond the head of the river instead of at its 
mouth. 

The river of the Moingwena was surely the present Des 
Moine . Its name hark back to them. Penicaut in his 
Relation wrote, "They call it Riviere de Moincrona after a 
tribe of Savages who lived upon it banks. " 73 nd its rel
ative position on the maps in reo·ard to the fi souri, Illi
nois, and Wi con in river upport the suppo ition. The 
group i usually shown on the outh ide near the mouth of 
the Des Moines. Thi would be in the area of the pre ent 

tate of fissouri. However, on Franquelin's 1682 and 
16 8 maps the tribe i placed outh of the river at it plit 
into an east and we t branch. 

The Tapuaro appear on late eventeenth century map 
(1682- 1688) on the unnamed Iowa River but farther up
tream than the Peoria. In the one ca e of the Peoria be

ing at the head of thi river, the Tapuaro are placed only 
half way up. 

The Coiracoentanon were at the mouth of the De 
Moines River accordin O' to seventeenth centur map 
(1682- 1699). It is likely that other Illinois tribe were 
also in Iowa at this time but are unrecorded. 

T"!.ie immediate dan ·er from the Iroquoi oon passed. 
Iarquette and Joliet had found the Illinoi tribes we t of 

the Ii sissippi ju t before the returned to th ir home
land. When the Frenchmen ascended the Mi i ippi River 
and turned up the Illinoi they met near Lake Peoria the 
Indian vi ited on the Iowa on their down tream trip. 

Document C~- of the Jesuit Relations (1672-1673) 
tate : 

73 P6nicaut 's Relation in Margry 's Decouvertes et ittablissements des 
Fra~ais, ol. V, p. 411. 
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till farther to the westward, in the woods, are The atchatera,,. 
kangouen, The 1\fachkoutench, Marameg, Kikaboua, and Kitchi
gamich; The village of the miami, where The atchatchakangouen 
are, and whither come the Illinoue, he Kakachkiouek [Kaska kia], 
Peoualen [Peoria] . . . . mengakonkia [Moingwena] ,- ome 
for a short time, Others for a longer time. The e tribes dwell on 
The Banks of the Mis i ipi.74 

In 1676, however, Father laude llouez wrote that at 
Kaskaskia, where he had been, there were 371 cabins hou -
ing eight tribes, mo t likely all Illinoi . H wrote, "at the 
present time, there are 8 tribe in it [the villa e], the first 
having summoned the other , who inhabited th neighbor
hood of the river missi ipi. " 75 The tribes probably were 
the Kaska kia, the Peoria, the Moingwena, the Cahokia, the 
Tamoroa, the Tapuaro, the 1aroua, and the Ooiracoen
tanon. Other informant of the ame period verify the re
turn of these tribes to Illinoi by the late 1670' . The maps, 
howe er, due to the inevitable copying, continued to show 
the tribes in Iowa until near the close of the century. 

THE OTTA WA AND THE HURO 

The area now Wisconsin had, even earlier than Illinoi , 
become so filled with Indian trib that some were pushed 
across the Missi sippi. Perrot wrote that the Ottawa and 
Huron, fearful of the encroaching Iroquois, ascended the 
Mississippi nine leagues and entered a river from the west. 
There i no »way of telling at what point they reached the 
Missi sippi, but this we tern river was probabl the Upper 
Iowa. ( ee p. 237.) nfortunatel Perrot' manu cript 
gives dates only occa ionally and no y ar i given in con
nection with the de cription of this migration. Earlier in 
the memoir, however, Perrot stated that the Huron and 

74 Thwaites's Jesuit .Relations, Vol. LVIII, pp. 41-43. 

75 Thwaites's Jesuit .Relations, Vol. LX, p. 159. 
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Ottawa were attack d by the Iroquois in 1656. Therefore, 
Tailhan, editor of Perrot, placed the we tern ojourn be
tween 1657 and 1660 when trouble with the Dakota forced 
them northea t ao-ain. But the iouan difficulty did not 
start until after the Ottawa had returned to the :Mi is-
ippi and e tablished them lve on Bald I land. Their 
tay was thu le than three years at most. Thwaites 

in hi Jesuit Relations and Ii Blair in her Indian Tribes 
of the pper Mississippi Valley follow this dating. Dr. 
Kellogg, howe er, di:ff rs by giving 1653 as the year of the 
Iroquois in asion we t of Lake :Michigan and thus places 
the initial movement of the Ottawa and Huron within the 
next year or two. 

It is certain that they did not tarry man month in 
J owa, for Perrot explained: 

But in all the extent of the countr which they traversed, having 
seen no place uitable for the e tabli hment of a village because 
there wa no wood at all and becau e there were only prairie and 
open country, although bu:ffaloe and other animals, were in abun
dance, they returned retracing th ir old route.76 

THE MIAMI 

ome of the 1:iami, too, joined the hurri d movem nt 
aero the 1i i ippi, with perhap an additional rea on. 

Th, ea a ubtribe of the 1iami, appeared on Joliet' 
1674 map (a 8a8iatonon) along the western bank of the 
Ii i. ippi b tw en the Wi con in and the '' Ion ri er'' 

(Iowa River ) on whi h w re placed the Peoria and other 
Illinoi tribe . The ymbol are o·eneralized o that more 
exact location i impo ible. ince the Wea do not app ar 
on Iarquett ' map and are not m ntioned in the Journal, 
Joliet mu t have heard of their villa e after hi return 
from th Wet. 

76 Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 203. 
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A westward migration i eri:fied by a document "Rela
tion des de cou erte et des oyages du ieur de la alle 
. . . . 1679-80-81'' which MargTy, the great historian, 
think was written by an ecclesia tical cholar rather than 
by La alle him elf. To quote : 

The Miami formerly lived we t of the lake of the Illinois [Lake 
Michigan], whence fear of the Iroquois made them flee beyond the 
Mi i ippi where they establi hed them elves. The Je uit Fathers 
sent them pre ents some years ago asking them to return to their 
old homeland, and they finally sent a group to settle near the head 
of the river Teatiki [Illinoi River]. 77 

The document then described how powerful and numer
ous the Illinois were and how they had to be pacified in any 
manner po ible. This explains a letter of La Salle's writ
ten from Fort Frontenac, in Augu t, 1682, in which he aid 
that the Miami "had earlier been forced to abandon their 
old country due to fear of attack by the Illinois, and had 
fled beyond the Colbert River [ issi sippi] toward the 
We t, among the Oto, the 'Paote', and the ' a koutens, 

adoue ioux' [Ioway] who had been forced to accept 
them for four year . '' 78 Evidently the Miami movement 
re ulted from fear, both of the Iroquoi~ and the Illinois. 

When did they return. Father nthoine Sylvy found 
Miami and 1:a coutin together in a villaO'e ea t of the Mi -
si sippi in 1676. A part of them at least had returned, but 
not long before the visit. The most reliable edition of Fa
ther Hennepin 's works in 1683, told of his meeting a Da
kota war party of thirty-three canoes on the Mississippi in 
1680. '' s we did not under tand their language, we took a 
little stick, and by sign which we made on the sand, bowed 

7 7 La Salle's Relation in Margry's Decouvertes et Etablissements des 
Fra~ais, Vol I, pp. 435, 505. 

78 La Salle's Letter in Margry 's Decouvertes et Etablissements des Fra~ais, 
Vol. II, p. 215, 
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them that their enemies, the Miamis whom they sought had 
fled across the river olbert to join the Islinois ".79 

The Illinoi tribe were then east of the Missis ippi. 
Probably the four year tay of the Miami as well as that of 
the Illinoi was in the early 1670's. 

THE KITCHIGAMI 

The Kitchigami, a 0 -roup ethnically and lingui tically re
lated to the Kickapoo and Mascoutin are hown on Joliet's 
map opposite the mouth of the Wiscon in River in the Iowa 
area. farquette does not show the group at all, but it ap
pears on Thevenot' Marquette map. Thevenot, however, 
placed them a short distance in from the river. Their stay 
too must have been hort and contemporaneous with that of 
the Illinois and :M:iami. llouez found '' Kitchigamich'' in 
Illinois in 1669-1670 80 and Father Be chefer located them 
ea t of the Missis ippi again in 1681-16 3.81 

THE KICKAPOO AND THE MASCOUTIN 

The I ickapoo found the land west of the Mississippi a 
safer place at time than their own homeland. They too 
had '' gone We t'' before 1700. According to the Beaurain 
manuscript, Le ueur, having progressed some fourteen 
leagues above the mouth of the iscon in, "passed this 
day the 'Ri iere aux anot ', which came from the north
east, next that of the Kickapoo , thus named for a nation 
who formerly lived on its bank . " 82 

di tance of fourteen lea 011es above the mouth of the 
Wi con in would extend about to the mouth of the Upper 

79 H nnepin'E> A Description of Louisiana (edited by J. G. Shea), p. 206. 

80 Thwaites 's Jesuit .Relations, Vol. LIV, p. 233. 

81 Besche:1'er 's Letter in Thwaites 's Jesuit .Relations, Vol. LXII, p. 193. 

82 Beau.rain's M emoire in Margry 's Decoiwertes et Etablissements des 
Fra'Tl,fais, Vol. VI, pp. 72, 73. 
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Iowa River on the w t. But wa the river on the we t 
o Deli le placed it in 1702 on his '' lap of anada and of 

the fi i ippi". Dir ctl oppo ite D li le had "R. au 
canot". The ame delin ation appeared on hi 1703 map, 
with above the e two river the '' R. ache'' on th we t 
and oppo ite the "R. aux ile ". Just above the latter 
wa "R. oir", probably the pre ent day Black i er, and 
then Lake Pepin with the t. Peter' or 1inne ota Ri er 
on the left. gain Deli le eem to have known what he was 
about ha in°· had an opportunity to bol ter up th facts 
we have today with additional information. The · n ral 
setup point firmly toward an identification of th '' R. des 
Kicapoos'' with the pper Iowa. 

The date of the Kickapoo's arrival there i a trouble-
ome que tion. Wa it when the inhabitant of i consin 

and Illinoi lipped into Iowa in the early 1660's If so, 
did the Kickapoo keep to the J:i i ippi a d thus out of 
the way of the Ioway who were at the head of the pper 
Iowa 1 Or did they mo e o er later There are no definite 
data on thi , but the likely a umption i that the earlier 
migration took place and that the tribe kept to the edge of 
the Iowa country. Their tay wa undoubtedly hort, 
though maps copying Deli le perpetuat d the "Kickapoo 
River'' until the middle of the eighteenth centur . 

The Kickapoo got in trouble aO'ain, this time along with 
the clo ely related tribe of 1a coutin. They had heltered 
the Fox Indian and were therefore hunted and hated by 
the French. The Kickapoo and 1a coutin returned the 
hate. Con equently, when Pierre Boucher, ieur de Bouch
erville, and his party were making a desperate e:ff ort to get 
from Fort Beauharnois down the fississippi to the Illinois 
River and Fort de hartr in 1728, they were captured by 
the two tribe and made pri oner . The capture took place, 
said Boucher, near a" mall river" reached on the 16th of 
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ft r a d ock River. The In-
dian villaO' wa at l leacru from th mouth of 
thi mall riv r . 3 Th only way to timat th where
about of th ri r from th d cription i to on ider the 
r lat.iv di t trav r. d in th tat cl time. The party 
had 1 ft , k pin n t ber rd had b en kidnapp d 
on th 16th ha l pu h cl ah ad continually, took two da. 
to o- t from th ck i-v r to the mall river . 

. ny po tulati n ha cl on h e data cannot help but 
b in ccure. Th farqui cle B auharnoi , at that time 

ov rnor n ral of T w ran e d crib d th vent, eYi-
1 ntl aft r a onv r ati n with om of the party and 
aid it took plac at th mouth of the Rivi're aux 

B ouf . • T w what wa th ivi r aux Bo uf . It i 
nerally a urned to h v be n on th w . id of the 

~Ii i ippi. m th ndian had ri cl to cape he 
r nC'h arm th probably er d th riY r. .Ioreo,er, 
h n ome Fo. vi ited th camp th . 1 ft it b recro in°· 

th fi, i ippi. Th r i no xplanation a to how they 
arriv d, but th Fo w r at thi tim ea t of th river. 

Dr. ub n . Thwait. h minen hi torian uo-cre ted 
the t th ' mall riv r on the ba i of th pr nt d infor-
mation wa th 1 unk Riv r. r. Ja ob an der Zee, 
cone n ratin n I wa hi t unt r ted that it 
wa. the owa Ri r. · wa known a hundred 

ear lat r ' i on iv r u uall call d Iowa . 
Lie 1t nant L ea o lab 1 it on an orio-inal map in 
1 5, and in hi b ok remark The ri r marked on the 
map a 'Bi on R. 'U, ually called Joi a Ri er' i om time 
all d Ilor e iv r, and m tim Buffalo River. "

84 

83 Bouch r's arrativc in the Wfaconsin Historical Collections, ol. VII, 
p. 3 . 

84 Lea's ates on the Wi consin Territory; Particularly with Reference to 
the Iowa District, or Black Hawk Purchase (Reprint d by the tat Historical 
Society of Iowa with th titl The Book Thal Gave Iowa It ame), p. 2 • 
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1oreover thi la t site eem more rea onable in iew of 
the official report of the expedition of 1734 which tat d 
that the Fox fort on the ap ipinicon was not far from the 
place where the Frenchman had been captured by the Kick
apoo and !fa coutin. nd lastly, the di tance from Rock 
River to the Iowa would be a more likely two ays' trip 
than from the Rock Ri er to the kunk. Three 1 ague up 
from the mouth of the Iowa River would place the ite near 
the junction of the Iowa and Cedar ri er in Loui a aunty. 

THE CHIPPEWA 

Just below the mouth of the Wap ipinicon River, Brion 
de la Tour on hi 17 4 map marks a hippewa (" au
toux") villa e. Faden include it on his 1796 map. Here 
it i about half way between the mouth of the aps1pm1-
con and the Rock River, on the Iowa ide. Thi may have 
been ju ta camp which om one found and de crib d. 

THE AUK AND THE FOX 

Iowa wa a refuo·e al o for the Fox Indians. From time 
to time all during the eio-hteenth century they scurried west 
aero the 1:i i ippi to af ety from thP French, or from 
combined Indian n mi . They eem to have hunted there 
ome, too, and the part of Fox which Pierre Boucher 

found trace of in 172 , ju t below the mouth of the is
con in wa probabl of thi nature. 

In 1730 occmr d the dreadful ma acre b th Fren h of 
the orn red Fox tribe. In de peration ome of the fugi
tiv Fo e ouo·ht h lt r with the auk. on equ ntly 
when oulon de illi r r turned three ar later to the 
Fo countr ith order to completel. exterminate the 
trib , h went to he auk and demanded the urr nd r of 
the f e,v there. But the auk he itat d, for uch an action 
wa not in accordance with their code of proper behavior. 
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In the ten e wav rino· mome11t , a Villier stood demand
ing and the auk e ading, th oung on of the French 
commander wa kill d by a chance shot fired by an Indian. 
The French returned the fire, and then Villiers him elf was 
hot b a auk. The auk and Fox had to flee acrain. 

1e r . Beauharnoi and Hocquart, in a letter dated 
October 7, 1734, stated that according to the latest inf or
mation the Fox had tabli hed them elves on the '' River 
Wap ipinikam ( ap ipinicon).85 There they built a fort 
and awaited further developments. They had not lon to 
wait. puniti e expedition wa ent out, headed b 
la Jo eph de oyelle . Warned of its approach the 
and Fo moved deeper into Iowa, and topped on the De 
1oines River. There the French found them in pril, 1735, 

'' on the bank of the River 1fongona 60 League from the 
pot where that River fall into the Mi is ipi".86 

The ite of the indeci ive battle mu t hav b en in the 
r Q1.0n of th pre ent amp Dod 0 ·e, north of the cit of De 
1:oine . fter thi fia co the r nch were omewhat in di -

crrac with the Indian trib s and the Fox f lt that it wa 
safe to return into Illinoi . Whether they all r turned iro
mediat 1 or wheth r om lingered around th ap 1pm1-
con i not d :finitel a ertainable but aft r thi time there 
i no mention in the lit rature or on map of their b in in 
Io·\ra until the nineteenth entur . hau ign rie in hi offi
cial r eport to the overnor of anada in 1736 r ported the 
Fox a of the ' iver, a wand rinO' nation no epa-

rate ". 7 

B auharnoi and Hocquart 's Report to the K ing in Wisconsin Historical 

Collccti-Orw, Vol X II, p. 206. 

6 Hocquart J,etter in the Wi, con in Hi torical ollections, Vol. X-V1I, P· 
231. 

7 Chauvignerie' Report in choolcraft' I nformation Respecting the His· 
tory, Conaitfrm, and Pro. pect of the Indian. Tri.bes of the United States, 

ppendiY A. 
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The onl other mention of the Fox in Iowa b fore the 
turu of the century i an interpretation given by Reuben 
Gold Thwaite to the ruzat r port of 1777 (See p. 253). 

ccording to thi interpretation the Fox chief, "Raven", 
had a village on the Mi is ippi two hundred leae-ue up 
from t. Loui . Thwaite located thi village near the 
Wapsipinicon River.88 It i more likely that the Rock Riv r 
village wa meant. 

Though the auk and Fox had unit d their tribe a early 
as 1733 they eem to have maintained ep rat village 
durin00 mo t of the eighteenth century at least. The auk 
had a permanent illage in Iowa before the Fox did. In 
February of the year 17 1 Martin o arro wrote from e
ville to Francisco Cruzat, then Lieutenant Governor of Up
p er Loui iana '' I do not belie e it bad for our Gr ace to 
keep Ioun ieur Boucher de Mombrun, with a detachment 
of forty militiamen, on the 1i isipi among the 1ac tribe 
fort league from that village [ t. Louis] ''. 9 The mouth 
of the D :Moine River i about 170 mile from t. 
Loui . ince it is definitely known that in the early nine
teenth century there was a auk villao-e at the rapids just 
north of the pre ent Keokuk (probably on the site of the 
town of Montro e, Iowa), it i reasonable to a ume that 

ovarro referred to the same ite. 
When was thi., villa00e e tabli hed It wa evidently not 

there in 1777, for in that year ruzat in his " ummary of 
Indian Tribes- of the ,fi ouri River'' placed the auk on 
the bank of the 1i si ippi 230 leae-ue north of St. 
Loui .90 The 230 leagues would put the village much 

88 Houck 's The Spanish Regime in Missour i, Vol. I , p. 146; Wisconsin His
torical Collections, Vol. XVII, p. 206, Vol. X VIII, p. 364. 

89 avarro 's L etter in the Wisconsin Historical Colleutions, Vol. XVIII, p. 
422. 

90 Van der Zee's Episodes in the Early History of the Des Moines Valley in 
THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XIV, p. 324. 
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farth r north· pr ock Riv r ite wa m ant. If 
th near r on had h n been in xi t nee he urely would 
ha m ntion di t hu i i lik 1. that the villa e wa 

tabli hed betw en 1,...,..7 and 17 1. It wa no the main 
how ver for that r main d on the Rock 

Riv r. 
he Iowa illa ntinu d in o the nin t en h centur .. 

Z non Trucl au in 179 inf r that the auk wer controll
inrr at l a t part of th Ioin .91 Li utenant Pike 
m ntion th villao- definitel in 1 0 92 and in 1 H nry 

earborn notified i ola B il in hat h hould make 
the acque illa at th apid of th 1i i ippi abo 
he mouth of he Ri er L moin your principal place of 

aa R. ampb 11 writinO' Recall ctio11 of 
the Early ttlem nt of Lee o. ba d on ob rvation 

in Jun 1 .. 1 aid he h ad of th Rapid 

ame 
ontro 

about 
Th 

in th 
L . 

it 111 

on t 

1 n 

a · ~· hi f nam 
or 

r on 
ca d th ir villa er wh re 
in Jam it inclo ed 

en or IO' 

a Ri r wa a focal point for th auk and Fox 
ninet . map drawn b. }.f riw ther 

· to th word of ichola o copied 
'' ai and ynard vill 00 men ' 

oi Riv . Then in 1 14 Tho nder-
son, the 1 n li h trader, quoted Little orb au , a Dakota 

91 Trud au 's Document in Houck's The panish R~gime in Mi souri, ol. 

II, p. 50. 

92 oue 's The Expeditions of Z bulon Montgomery Pike, ol. I, pp. 14, 15. 

93 Dearborn's Letter in the Wisconsin Historical olleotion , ol. I , PP· 

314, 315. 

0 4 Annals of Iowa (First rie ) , ol. V, p. 4. 

95 Roberts and Moorhead 's tory of Lee County I owa, ol. I p. 62. 
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chief, as saying, "I sent word to the Renards, at the Riviere 
des yovoi ". And later he said, "They are all in Winter 
quarter at the Ri iere des Ayouais; that i part, of three 
different nations, Sau.ks, Kickapoo , and Renards. '' 96 

Brue on his map of 1819 showed the location on the Iowa 
Ri er a just north of the mouth. In the 1830' Keokuk 
was head of a Sauk and Fox ( ) villao-e he had established 
there about 1828. It was ome 12 mile up the Iowa, near 
what is now the ite of Elrick Junction, but on the ea t side 
of the river at the northern end of a prairie extending 
outh and we t. Wapello headed a auk village near the 

pre ent Wapello, Iowa, in Loui a ount , on the Iowa 
River. Powe hiek, with hi Fox followers wa on the 
Cedar, 10 miles from the Iowa- edar junction. 

It was from the ite on the Iowa River that Keokuk led 
his group to the Iowaville ite on the De 1oine River 
about 1834. Lieutenant lbert 1. Lea, an officer of the 1st 
U. . Dragoon , pas ed throu ·h thi De 1:oine River vil
lage in 1835.97 His map gi e the Indian population in the 
town a 450. Here Catlin vi ited the tribe in 1835. The 
village per i ted at lea t until 1 42 when the auk and Fox 
tran ferred all their lands remaining in Iowa to the gov
ernment. Probably stragglers lingered there even after 
that. 

Chief Appanoose and his 350 Sauk follower had a vil
lage on a tributary of the Des oines which Lieutenant Lea 
visited al o in, 1835. It must have been south of the site of 
Ottumwa, Iowa, and perhaps ome distance west of it. I
though Lea shows it on his map, the creek are difficult to 
determine accurately. 

There were, in addition, a number of small villages of 
96 Anderson's Journal in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. IX, pp. 

239, 250. 

97 Petersen's Iowa in 1895 in The Palimpsest, Vol. XVI; Lea's Notes on 
the Wisconsin Territory; Particularly with Reference to the Iowa District. 
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auk or ox alon the ~Ii ippi which are mentioned by 

pa ser b 
In th journal of hi i ippi trip made in 1 17, Lono-

recorded: '' a e Little Ioway River coming in from the 
w t. There i a mall village of Foxe about three mile 
up this river con i ting of :five or ix wigwam . '

98 
The 

ri er he mention i unqu tionabl the pper Iowa. Thi 
mu t ha-Ye b en a bri f camp ite becau e it i not noted b 
an o h r although Indian illa ·e b thi time were be
comino- be ter docum nted. In 1820 mall Fox villao-e 
were r ported b forrell Iar ton - at the Dubuque mines, 
t nt lodcre n ar th mouth of the ap ipinicon Ri er, 
ten lodge , and oppo it Fort rm tron er near the pre ent 
Da enport thirt -fi.v lodo·e .99 Loner had mentioned the 
latter illa0 ·e three ear b fore and noted thirty lod0 ·e 
th re.100 nd Tanner al o rote about the villao-e and in 
addition m niioned a auk villao·e four mile di tant. He 
gav no furth r d scription of the auk ite.101 Even a 
early as 1 0 in the helpful '' Estimat of the Ea tern In
dian '' that L wi and lark om piled, they stated that the 

auk and Fox li\'" d in ihr e villacre a few mile abov the 
mouth of Rock 1 t ide of th Mi i ippi. 
Thi mio-ht b th ame it a that d cribed later a oppo-

it Fort rm tron ·. 
Pike (1 05) told of a ite at th mouth of the Turke 

98 Long's Voyage in a 'i$-Oared kiff to the Falls of aint Anthony in the 

Minnesota Historical Collection , ol. II, p. 12. 

oe Schookraft's Journal of a Tour into the I 11terior of Missouri and Arkan· 
sas, pp. 346, 34 7; Marston' Letter in Blair's The Indian Tribes of the pper 
Mississippi Valley and Region of the Great Lakes, ol. II, p. 14 . Kearny 
reported 19 lodg s instead of 10.- Kearny's Journal in th Missouri His• 

torical Collections, Vol. III, p. 122. 

1 00 Long's Voyage in a Six-Oared Skiff to the Falls of Saint Anthony in the 

Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 69. 

101 Tanner's Report in the WisconsSin Historical Collections, ol. VIII, P· 

28 . 
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River, 102 and Governor William lark in 1 16, writing from 
the Mi souri Territory, also spoke of a large Fox village 
there.103 choolcraft aid it was temporarily deserted in 
1820 and Beltrami termed it ''abandoned'' in 1823.104 

More exact location i undet rminable. 
Count histories list Fox Indians all over astern and 

southern Iowa, and Clark in 1816 aid that the auk were 
''scattered'' est of the Mi issippi. They were both rang
ing westward and downward into Mi ouri along the Grand 
and other outhward flowing rivers. It was a chaotic pe
riod and even more than formerly the auk and Fox were 
'' wandering· nation '' 

THE PAWNEE 

In early historic times we tern Iowa had comparatively 
few permanent resident . Delisle in 1703 placed the Ski di 
Pawnee (Panimaha) and the "Panibou a" m hat may be 
Iowa but on its outhernmost edge. Vermale in 1717 lo
cated "Pani " at hat appears to be the Jissouri above 
the Little ioux( . ) on both the Iowa and ebraska sides, 
but the hole delineation is questionable. It should per
haps be the region of the Platte. :foll (1712- 14, 1720), 
Willdey (1712-14), and Le Rouge (1742), copying, placed 
Pawnee, kidi Pawnee, and "Panibousa" in broadcast 
fa hion between the Mis ouri and the Des f oines rivers in 
the full north-south extent of Iowa. They are all almost 
exactly alike. in this respect and probably are carele s 
copies of Deli le. 

1 02 Pike's An Acoount of a Voyag e up the Mississippi River, from St. Louis 
to Its Sources, p. 6. 

1 0a Clark's A Report of the Names and Probable Number of the Tribes of 
Indians in the Missouri Territory, dated ovember 4, 1816. In the Indian 
Archives, Washington, D. C. 

10• Beltrami 's La Decouverte des Sources du Mississippi et de La Riviere 
Sanglante, p. 76. 
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ince Pawnee are marked in ebra ka contemporaneou -
1 with the owa appearan and ince no illao-e are 
marked ( xcept by ermale) in Iowa, it i likely that that 
area was hiefl a huntino- o-round for the group. 

THE D KOTA 

The eastern Dakota cent red their eighteenth century 
activitie for the mo t part in the area now 1inne ota. 
There the are located b document and map until the 
nd of that centur . v rthele they undoubtedly 

drifted down around th h adwater of the De Moine 
Ri r or do n the Bio- iou into northern Iowa in earlier 

tim . 
By the lat 1700' how ver, the mor regularly ranged 

outhward. The hunted through the r !cion of the upper 
De ioine and dar river . Jean Baptiste Truteau in 
his Journal wrote that about 1794 the "hancton cioux" 
lived on the upper bran he of the De foin .105 

Pike a cended the Ii is ippi in 1 05, he found 
ioux n ar th pper Iowa River.106 William 

lark, hen Go rnor of fi ouri Territory, reported in 
an official communication to the Pre ident '' 6 tribe of 
Siou " rovino- from rairie du hien to the head of the 
Minne ota River. nd . H. Long in 1 17 aw everal 

akota lodo-e ju t above th mouth of the "Little Ioway 
River'' ( pp r Iowa) that he e plained wa a war party 
camped th re t mporaril . The onl ug0 ·e tion of a per
manent illa()"e ite is that recorded on lark's map dated 
1 10. It indicated a " iou ' village site ju t below the 
mouth of th ppor Iowa. Thi wa copied by rrowsmith 
(1814) and by oth r . 

1 0:s Truteau 's Journal in the American Historical Review, Vol. XIX, p. 310. 

10s Pike's An Acoount of t1le Voyage up the Mi,9 issippi, from St. Louis to 

Its ource, p. 6. 
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Dakota al o follow d down the Ii ouri Ri er into we t
ern Iowa. n i olated placement of th Yankton and Teton 
in thi area. occur on one ver ion of Delisle 's 1718 map. 
It doe not o cur on the reproduction of the map appearing 
in Paullin' Atla of the Hi torical Geography of the 
United tate . But on a map contained in F ench' His
torical Collections of Louisiana, ol. II, and d crib d a a 
fac imile of the 1718 ori 0 inal, the word " ankton" ap
pears in bold print oppo ite the mouth of the Platte (Panis 
R.). Moreov r, the "Tetons" are just below the mouth of 
the Little Sioux, on the Mis ouri. There are no village sym
bol . The original map wa plainly tamp red with after 
1718. On it were uperimpo d in differing- print the words 
"Yankton" and "Teton" at a lat r tim . The" ankton" 
pellino- doe not occur until the nineteenth c ntur , hence 

the addition i probably quite late and ma have been made 
by French him elf. This altered map i th one attributed 
in ome places to Le ueur and dated 1701. ( ee ppen
dix.) 

The Dakota were, however, d :finit ly in the Iowa area 
when Lewi and Clark made their exploratory trip, for 
they characterized the Yankton a a nomadic tribe that 
hunted '' between the Mi ourie River De moin, on the 
Little River ioux. " 107 And lark in the 1 16 report said 
that '' 7 tribe of ioux'' roved '' on both ide of the Mis-
ouri from river Platt 700 mile up'' .108 

The Dakota ao-reed to a land treaty in 1 25 that re-
" 

tricted them to the area north of a line leading, roughly, 
from the Upper Iowa' left fork to the Red edar, to the 
upper fork of the De Moines, and to the lower fork of the 

101 Estimate of the Eastern Indians in Thwaites 's Original Journals of the 
Lewis and Clarke Expedition, Vol. VI, p. 96. 

10s Clark's .A Report of the Names and Probable Nwmbers of the Indian 
Tribes in the Missouri Territory, dated November 4, 1816. 
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By thi m nt they were 

ith a pi tur in min of the mov m n f hi toric In-
dian trib in Iowa i ma. b p ible o u0' 0

' t tho e of 
wbi h th ar hae lo 0 ·i mi )·h xpect t find trace . 

Tho trib at cl Ion in Iowa probably would 
hav left abundant ultural r main . nd tho e who had 
liv d ther b for th nc ti, mat rial cultur wa larO'el. 

blit rat cl b whit man' influ n houlc.l be recornizable. 
ulfillin e w qualifi a · fir of all the Ioway. 

Th w r livinO' in I w , fir t white men came 
into th · n. Th ir ul u ain hould therefore 
be di t and h · tl r 11 h r pani h contact. 

Ioreover the niinu d to lh in th ar a under di cu -
ion for mo of th n _ t O ar . Th mov d about ut 
inc n o h r Indian trib li"T d in all th plac it 
hould b po ibl io di tineui h ihe Iowa horizon from 

th th r . F r in anc the i kapoo li d al on th 
pp r Iowa bu pr babl nly n ar i m uth and for but 

a f , ar . 'I h i all. r la d r main d with the 
trib ju t up t and thr b, th k koboji p riod. 
Th llinoi and owa o pp he e loin 

auk and ~ o foll w the I wa a ite 
on the oin but did tint ·thw t rn Iowa. 

id from the Io a , ha iami and icka-
p o, a Illin i tr· i ht hav left archa olo!!l.call 
di cov trac ri t d ar a r babl. at nl. 

n or two it . It i no o lik 1 that trac ~ of the 
Pawn e, the Dakota, th ttawa or the auk and Fox could 
be 1 at d or d fi.nii 1 id ntifi d a u h. In hi toric ime 
the Pawn e an 1 akota r babl did not ha e p rman nt 
vill g in Iowa. Th tia, a and Hur nm r 1 i ited the 
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Ioway. The auk and Fox, in general, maintained illages 
there in late times only, when disintegration of their village 
life and of their material culture wa under way. 

II 

ARCH EOLOGICAL M IFEST TI S I IOW 

The Indian tribes which lived in the area now Iowa in 
hi toric time have been determined. ow it is nece ary 
to note ju t what archaeological manifestations appear in 
this ame area and to determine the exact location of them. 

That this information might be compiled Dr. harles R. 
Keye , Director of the rchaeologi.cal Survey of Iowa, per
mitted the writer to examine the excavated and urface 
survey material which he had in his po session from the 
la t two year 'work (1934-1936). Dr. Benjamin F. ham
bau0·h, uperintendent of the tate Hi torlcal 1v0ciety of 
Iowa, also opened to study the collections housed at Iowa 

ity. This latter collection was as embled for the mo t 
part by or under the direction of Dr. Keyes, although ome 
pri ate collection are incorporated, including the exten
sive and well-labelled materials donated by Ellison Orr of 
Waukon, Iowa. The notebooks k pt by Dr. Keyes and r. 
Orr were al o made available. ide from thi observation 
of the artifacts themselve , much information relati e to 
the problem wa obtained through conversations with Dr. 
Keye and from work in the :field with fr. Orr in Allamakee 
County for several weeks in the fall of 1936. 

It was hoped originally to work out a pattern of the loca
tions of all the historic tribes in Iowa, then to do the same 
with archaeological manifestations, and :finally to super
impose the one pattern on the other to see what identifica
tion re ultcd. But historical re earch required o much 
time that the archaeological analy is had to be limited. 
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Since the Ioway lived in the Iowa area longer and more 
continuously by far than any other tribe, and since they 
established villages in several widely separated regions, 
lea ing similar traces at each place and since these can, 
apparently, be separated from the unlike matrix of cultures 
left by other tribes, it was deemed best to concentrate on 
them. The procedure wa to study the archaeology of the 
regions where the Ioway lived to ee if an approximately 
identical cultural manife tation i pre ent in them all and 
to survey the whole area to make sure such a manifestation 
appears nowhere else. 

Here a difficulty was encountered. The excavated site in 
Iowa are so restricted geographically that it i impos ible 
to determine conclusively what cultural horizons 109 appear 
in some of the areas where the Ioway lived. Only in Alla
makee County in northea tern Iowa, has there been thor
ough and well controlled excavation of mound , work hop 
sites, and caves. Hence only in regard to this one county 
i it po sible to speak with a urance of the archaeolog
ical manifestations present and of their relation one to an
other. In Lyon County, the most northwestern in Iowa, 
one mound only has been excavated. At present, therefore, 
identification of archaeological cultures with historic tribes 
in Iowa must make its chief reliance, archaeologically, on 
an extensive surface survey. This is done in the full knowl
edge that any conclu ions drawn therefrom can be only 
hypotheses and that these may vary after more excavation 
has taken place, but uch hypothese are considered valu
able. 

The surf ace survey of Iowa was made almost entirely by 
Dr. Keyes. He has visited sites that have been reported to 
him and places he thought should yield Indian artifacts. 
There he picked up surf ace material, noted the size and 

109 A "horizon" is a cultural stratum in an archaeological site. 
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hape of mound , th trace of hou e tructure , etc. Occa
ionall he dug t t pit . He al o examined dozen of ama

teur ' c llection . Due to hi careful observation , upple
mented by the information ·ained at the excavated ite , it 
i po ible to di tin2:Ui h .fiv eemingly di tinct archaeo-

logical manif tation in Iowa.110 

The Woodland Manife tation.- Ov r all Iowa appear 
the " oodland ' culture a manife tation that will un
doubtedly re olve it elf into e eral a pect 111 and 
pha e 112 when more mat rial i available. t pre ent 
th r are uo-o-e tion of two di tinct divi ion . oodland 
artifacts are found both in rock helter and in burial 
mounds. The mound are for the mo t part conical but 
effigy form are found alono- the bluff of the Mi i ippi in 
north astern Iowa ( llamak e, layton, and Dubuque 
countie ) . Linear mound have be n noted in the region 
with the ffigi and al o at the forking of the upper edar 
Riv r on th Iowa Riv r in Hardin ount and at the 
jun tion of the Boone and D Moine river . ite eldom 
exc ed two acr in t n t. 

Burial in the mound are u ually econdary. The pot-
tery which ma accompan them i QTit tempered, of the 
medium- or narrow-mouth d olla typ with conoidal ba es 
an v rtical rim . The el ar decorat d with cord
marks, punctating, and rouletting. Projectile point are 
mostly of the thick not hed or t mmed typ although a 
f w simple triano-ular point app ar r 0:ularl with the 

no The names adopted by Dr. Charles R. Keyes have been used for these 

five archa ological manif stations. 

111 1 ''aspect'' is a group of communities (site ) having an appnximate 
majority of diagnostic traits in common. 

112 A ''phase'' is a. classification unit larger than an a pect and smaller 
than a pattern. The units composing it have a small but sigmficant number of 
diagnostic traits in common. 
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Woodland complex.113 Ground stone objects are more nu
merous than chipped stone objects and are more adeptly 
made. They include three-fourths and one-half grooved 
axes, discoidals ( disk- haped stone artifacts, sometimes 
with a central perforation), and boat- and bird-stones 
( stones resembling boats and birds). There is little bone or 
shell work as far as pre ent knowledge goes. 

The Hopewell 1,t[anifestation.-The Hopewellian mani
festation, similar to the Elemental type found in Illinois,114 

occur along the Mississippi River terraces from cott 
County southward to the mouth of the Iowa River. So far 
a is known, it i found only sporadically northward into 

llamakee County. The complex includes copper beads, 
axe and awls, pearl bead , perforated bear teeth, effigy 
and curved ba e monitor pipes, mfoa sheets, obsidian, 
conch hell , grit-tempered pottery of amphora . hape with 
fl.at base, decorated with cordmarks, bos e , and punch 
stamping. These data come from surface :find and from 
more han ten mounds excavated by amateur archaeolo
gists who were encouraged and aided by the Davenport 

cademy of Science in the 1870 's and 80 's. 

The Mill Creek Manifestation.-In western Iowa the 
" £ill Creek" manifestation is located on the Little Sioux 
from its bend along the Buena Vista-Clay County line down 
to the corner of Woodbury County. Characteri tic 
traits 115 of t"his complex also occur in central Iowa and 

118 A ''complex'' is the aggregate of traits, found actually in association 
or forming a distinctive unit. One may refer to a burial complex, meaning an 
the traits found in connection with a burial, as po ition of skeleton, orienta
tion, presence or absence of grave goods, etc., or one may speak of the Oneota 
Complex, meaning all the traits found at Oneota sites. 

ia Cole and Deuel 's Rediscovering Illinois, pp. 18, 19, 222. 

115 A ' 'trait'' is a feature, as the kind of pottery used, the shape of the 
base of a projectile point, the position of a body for burial, etc. 
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perhaps in llamakee aunt . Th re are a few mound . 
Most of the sites are villages with some suggestions of 
earth lodge . The grit-tempered, ometimes poli hed, pot
tery pre en.ts three essel shapes - a fl.at-bottomed straight 
flaring-sided pan with a flattened lip urf ace ometime 
with flang , a medium-mouthed olla with almost vertical 
rim and with a ubconical ba e, and a large-mouthed eed
bowl olla type with unmodified orifice and a rounded lip 
surface, often with rim effio-i . The econd type hows 
decoration on the outer rim and often on the houlder area, 
con isting mo t characteri tically of parallel trailed lines 
that encircle the ve el. The line are o traio-ht and so 
e enly spaced it look a thouo-h a comb of ome t pe had 
been u d. cutely angl d zigzag line may cut aero the 
band of parallel trails. There may be punctation on the 
lip urface. ordmarked urface decoration occur . To 
judge from the available material the pan and eedbowl 
type 1 often how decorative treatment. 

Projectile point are of th thick ide-notched type and 
some how the corner tang. elt and hammer tone ap
pear. There i an abundance of antler material and other 
bone work. The form include hoe , awl flaker craper 
etc. f w hell from the Gulf occur. Io t of them are 
unmodified but ome ·org t are found. ~I tate of the 

hea hallow typ occur. 

The Glenwood ll:Ianife tation.-The "Glenwood" mani
fe tation appear from the mouth of the Little ioux south
ward aloncr the 1i ouri River. ircular depre ion ug
ge tive of earth lod appear urrounded b. low embank
ment . The e depre ion occur in mall group or in a 
straight line parall lino- the river. Potter i grit-tem
pered and hard. herd (fraQ'IIlents of po tery ve el ) 
ugge t the pre ence of medium-mouthed olla with re-
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cur ed or ertical rims. ollar , handles, and vertically 
perforated lugs (projecting knob ) are common. urfaces 
are well smoothed but not poli hed. Lips ma be not hed. 
If collar are pre ent the low r edge may b decorated by 
trailing. ome body urface ar cordmarked. ome are 
undecorat d. 

number of chipped tone artifact appear, a mall 
projectile point with ide or multiple ide notche and a 
ba al notch, o al to lozeno-e haped kni e , and loner end 
crap er . Work with ground tone, hell, or bone i un

known in thi complex o far. p r i tent imilarity be
tween thi manife tation and both th pper Republican 
and, to a gTeater ext nt, the ebra ka cultur ha been 
point d out by a number of ar ha olo i t .116 

The Oneota Manif station.-The :fifth archa logical 
manif tation in Iowa i the neota. It appearance i 
more wid ly di tributed, a id from the generaliz d ood
land, than an of the oth r . It occur in mound , on vil
lage ite , and in rock helter alon the pper Iowa River, 
around pirit and Okoboji Lake , on the Little ioux in 

lay and Dickin on co untie a well a f arth r down thi 
river in Woodbury ount , at the Blood Run ite in the far 
northwe tern corner of L on ount , on the De Moine 
River in arren and arion countie , and on the 1s 1 -
ippi in fu catine, Loui a, and Des Moin counties. Its 

occurrence in. mounds takes the form of intru ive burial 
into mound con tructed by th carrier of the Woodland 
culture, although the Oneota may ha e built mound in 
we tern Iowa. 

Thi manifestation is the only one of the five to have 
shell-tempered pottery. The mo t common form i the 
wide-mouthed olla with globular or flattened globular base, 

us trong'e An Introdiwtion to Nebraska Archaeology, p. 287. 
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straight flaring rim, and two strap handles directly oppo
site each other. The lip surface, the shoulder, and the 
handles usually received decorati e treatment. The tech
niques used are trailing, incising, and punctating, with 
the lip surf ace often fluted by notching or by making 
rounded impressions, thereby giving a rippled effect. The 
straight line in almost parallel series extend from the 
neck to the boulder, sometimes forming V's that enclose 
horizontal rows of punch marks. Oneota material on the 
Little Sioux River exhibit ome pottery traits that are 
barely represented at the remaining site : a goodly num
ber of recurved flaring rims, decoration not only of the lip 
urface but sometime of the inner lip, too, and shoulder 

decoration con i ting of hacbured 117 area adjacent to 
each other. 

hipped tone forms include well-made imp le triangular 
projectile points with traigbt base, ceremonial ( ) knives 
either oval or with one end pointed, very thin and delicate
ly chipped, and lastly craper types that how definite 
tyles. Caches of refuse chips occur with burials and in 

pit . Discoidal mullers ( tones used as pestle ) , arrow
haft smoother , stone awl , and the di k type of equal

armed pipe 118 are typical trait of thi complex. 
Worked copper, u ually in the form of bead , i common. 

Bu~alo or elk capula hoe often appear, and bone awls are 
not uncommon. 1:any clam bells are found but few bow 
human wor1anan hip. 

In as ociation with thi Oneota complex historical ma
terial i found - bras coils ( ear ornament 1), piece of 
ru t d iron object , an iron knife, and gla s bead . 

ot onl i it po ible to di tinguish the e five arcbaeo-

111 A "haehured" area is one filled with a series of parallel lines. 
118 A pipe in which the height of the bowl and the length of the stem are 

equal 



I 

I -

. .----.,;,,;;:a;::: 

TRI E HE LO 1 

· al m nif tation · th ir t mpor 1 ion hi ma in 
m ca ta ed. n Ila intru i e 
n ota burial ( o ifi d b cau yp of od 

plu ~ t n ion of ton ) w r found in nd 
burial mound at th n an he 
Ilol'J'ba k ..: found oup and t h 
for o at rvill ro 

and th 
pott r found di f 
oth r r fu . in e it em ha 
tati n (omittin th Hope llian) 
trait wh r v r it appe r in Iowa 
m, t ri 1 i an. her found , i h it 

nd her l and 
dlaud manif -

h, h am maJ r 
and inc no hi t ric 

h a urned o 
pr ta no nly in th PI r owa r o-ion but 
in I i ral. 

... . it b en found in w , wh ill 
k other manif tation o ur to ther but a 

hint of th t mporal pl m n of that horizon · 
th fi · h d i 1. app ar to b 
, h rd d with o dland mat rial in 
rill . hi ith r that Iill 

OU. 

From th fa urv and cava-
tion , it app r that ill k ompl app ar, near 
I way Yil · · n1. on ar a. Th oo<lland mat -
rial 'UI · io o a. inhabi d bu 

· th nwood and Ilop T 11 
manif · on ar to localiz rl t b ro cl ith th 

nd b · hav tro er ut t , ffini i . h 
manif t ti n h in id . h t r o-

hi 11. with th I cation. of th Towa. than d an. T of 
th r f nr. 

t if th n a h rizon i t b i l ntifi d ith th 
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Iowa Indian th n it mu t be later than any other ext n-
ive manife tation in any ar a where it appear and it mu t 

al o how evid nee of whit ontact. It a pointed out 
abov that the neo a eem lat r than the fill reek or 
the oodland manife tation . Thu in northern Iowa it 
wa the la t manif e"'tation. The lower i ouri River ite 
of the Iowa would ha e been in the lenwood area but he 

lenwood manif tation' la k of whit man good , and 
in addition, it emin onnection with the prehi toric cul
tur of bra ka u ·g t trongl that it prec d d the 

Oneota manife tation. 
Lack of hi tori mat rial in the Hopewell pha appear 

to indicat that it pr ced d the neota. It i al o con id
ered pr hi toric in oth r r 0 ion . Thu th Oneota would 

em to be la r than the other manif tation . for o~er, 

it doe include in it compl x hi toric material. 
Th O' o0-raphical and temporal corr lation between the 

n ota archa ological horizon and the Iowa Indian em 
ati fac or enou ·h for an id ntification of the two. But 

ano her importan qu tion pr nt it elf. I the n ota 
manife tati n in Iowa uffici ntl homoO' neou in all it 
app aranc to be ac pted a the ultural r main of a 

in 1 trib . 
nd wha do ufficien ly homo en u mean It 

would not b xp cl d that all of th comp n nt woul l 
exhibit xactl th am rait . inc th r a a differ
enc in ime b , een the occupa ion of h ite ther would 
b a c mpan in chano· in mat rial trail and h ir fre
quencie becau of the in.flu nee of n w n i hbor adapta-
ion t u om , ha chan d nvironm n ( p cially a h 

0 -roup moved far h r in o h op n plain ) and b cau e of 
h increa ino- influenc of th whit man. But ach ap

p aranc of th manif tation hould how an approximate 
majority f it d t rminat trait . To u, th la ifica-
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tory t rm of archaeolo 0 ·y, the manife tation hould have 
the qualitie of an a p ct at least. It might how an almo t 
identical complex in ev ral regions if there wa not too 
great a time interval b tween the occupation of th m and if 
there wa little influ nee fr m the out ide. It would th re
by con titute a "focu ".119 In th ca e of the Ioway, from 
1650--1 00, one would exp t a degre of imilarity that 
approached more nearl the definition of a focu than that 
of an a pect. 

To determine then if the Oneota manifestation i uffi
ciently homogeneou to be accept d as the cultural remains 
of one tribe, it i neces ar fir t to a certain it ri of 
traits and then to compare find at all the ite with that. 
But to make such a li t u ing urface finds and material 
not gathered under cienti:ficall controlled methods would 
be que tionable. Trait of other manif e tation rm 0 ·ht be 
incorporated. 

Con equently it wa nece ary to e tabli h this charac
teri tic erie by examination of the e cavat d ite : the 
Blood Run ite in Lyon County, and the Lane Farm Mou d 
Group and enclo ed area, the ew Galena and Hogback 
mound ite the Elephant and O 'Regan villa e ite , the 
O'Re ·an, Wool trom, and Burke cemeteri , and the Wa
terville rock helter in llamakee ounty. 

By thi mean the trait characteri tic of the Oneota 
manif e tation were defined.120 The e traits are as follows: 

" Architecture and ll oitSe Life 
o evidence of house structure found. 

119 A "focus" is a group of communities (sites) haviI:.g a preponderate 
majority of diagnostic trait in common. 

1 20 These data are tabulated by site in Table I of Mildred Mott's thesis, 
copies of which are depo ited in the Libraries of the University of Chicago. 
Descriptive tarms used in this study are those employed by Dr. Fay-Cooper 
Cole and Dr. Thorne Deuel in Rediscovering Illinois and defined in their 
glos ary. 
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o fame and Dres 
Rolled copper tubular bead . 
Long copper tube (four inch long). 
Bone tubular bead . 

C remonuil om plex 
Burial inhumed in cemetery or in pit intru ive into mounds built 

by ear lier people. 
Burial u ually have ome grave goods with them: pot , projectile 

point , pip , bone awl knive . 
Burial xtended, a far a determinable. 

ache of chip may occur with burial . 
Pipe : di k ub-type of temmed equal arm type. 

imple equal arm. 
11 pipes made of tone. atlinite ometime u ed. 

Military and Ilwnting Complex 
Projectile point are imple, traight-ba ed, triangular; of flint or 

chert; very flat· and beautifully chipped. 
Knive are lono- ( five inche or o), oval or with one end pointed 

flat and car fully chipped of flint. 

Pott ry omplex 
Temper: crushed h 11, fine to coarse but u ually readily apparent; 

and ho temp r . 
... o lip or poli hing. 
Buff colored ith bottom and often ide below greate t diameter 

blackened by u . 
In hape a medium-mouthed or lightly elliptical olla with v rtical 

flarin rim tha forms an obtu e or right angle to the hould r 
plane· with wo trap handle (that may flare at the top) ex
tending from either the lip urface or the outer rim (¼" to 
½" belo the lip urface) to the boulder. 

rea of decoration i lip urface and boulder area u ually; may 
appear ju t on lip urface or ju ton boulder. 

Technique" of decoration: inci in , trailing chiefly; and/or punc
tatin · with consecutive impre ions on a rounded lip urface 
that made broad or harp rid e be w en. 

boulder de i0 ns con i of traigbt line extending from neck to 
0 reate t diameter of olla paralleling each other or ometime 
convergin..,.. 
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EconomJc and .1frti tic Complex 
Chipped tone 

295 

craper : nub no ed; long end crapers; thumbnail; and irregu
lar hape. 

Awl : imple or double pointed, of stone. 
Rough tone 

Muller : di coidal: traight walls with convex face, or nvex wall 
with fl.at face. 

Abrader : arrow haft smoothers of and tone. 
Abrader : whetstone. 

moothing tone . 

Grooved maul. 
Grooved clubhead. 

Buffalo or elk capula hoe . 

Ground tone 

Bone 

Awl : imple type, u ually made of ulnae. 
bell 

Clam hells howing human workman hip, but al.mo t di integrated. 
ome were spoons. 

Bra ear coils. 
Gla bead. 
Iron object . 

Pre ence of Hi toric Material 

compari on of the component 121 with thi trait eri 
1 po ible. Table I Ii t the characteri tic trait and al o 
give the number of the component at which each trait 
was pre ent. ince the larger part of the material con i t 
of grave good and ince no village site has been thoroughly 
exca ated, ab ~nee doe not neces arily imply that the trait 
i lacking. The table al o in ludes a tabulation of the num
ber of surface- urve ed ite where each trait wa. found. 

The data in thi table uggest, then, the degree of simi
larity between the Oneota compon nt at the excavated 
site and that between the twelve urface ite and th ex-

121 A "component" is a single manifestation of a given culture at one site. 
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TABLE I 
FREQ E Y OF OCCURRE E OF TRAITS AT ONEOTA !TES 

ot 
Associated Associated 

Pottery: 
umber of occurrence 
umber of pot ........ . 

Number of occurrence 
with no rim sherds ... . 

hell temper ........... . 

e el hape: 
Olla round ......... . 
Olla, elliptical ....... . 
Rim traight ........ . 
Rim recurved ....... . 
Lip surface: 

Flattened ......... . 
Rounded ......... . 
Gable ............ . 

trap handle : 
Even width ....... . 
Flaring .......... . 

Handle placement : 
Lip surface to 

shoulder ....... . 
Outer rim to 

houlder ........ . 
umber of handles: 
Two .............. 
Four .. . .......... . 

one ............. . 

Placement of decoration : 
Lip surface only ..... . 

hould r area only ... . 

with with 
B11,rial 

15 
13 

2 

15 

5 
7 

12 

12 

10 
2 

5 

6 

10 
1 
1 

1 
3 

Burials 

5 
1 

5 

1 

4 
1 

3 
5 
1 

4 
1 

3 

1 

urface 
Finds 

1 

7 
1 

3 
7 
2 

6 
2 

3 

4 
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Lip surface and 
shoulder .......... . 

Inner lip and shoulder. 
Technique of decoration: 

Inci ing ............ . 
Trailing ............ . 
Puncta ting ......... . 
Incising and punctate. 
Trailing and punctate. 
Applique ........... . 
Fluted lip surface .... . 

Type of unit design: 
Straight lines ( contin

uous or punctate) 
parallel or converg-
ing .............. . 

Cur ed line ......... . 
Contiguous areas of 

hachured lines ..... 
umber of occurrences of 
other trait ............ . 

Chipped stone: 
Projectile points : 

Simple triangular 
straight base ...... . 

Scraper : " 
Thumbnail .......... . 
Snub-nosed ......... . 
Long oval .......... . 
Others ............. . 

Knive : 
Oval ............... . 
One end pointed ..... . 

ot 
ssociated Associated 

with with 
Burials 

7 
1 

4 
10 

1 
1 
1 
8 

12 

32 

10 

1 
6 
3 
4 

3 
4 

Burials 

1 

3 
4 
2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

2 

3 
1 
2 

1 

Surface 
Finds 

4 
7 
4 
1 
3 

6 

6 
2 

2 

11 

9 

3 
5 
1 
2 

2 
4 
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Curved flake ........ . 
Others ............. . 

tone awl : 
imple ............. . 

Double pointed ... ... . 

Cache of chips ....... . 

Ground stone : 
Muller , di coidal: 

Straight wall ....... . 
Convex wall ........ . 

lubhead, grooved ..... . 
Maul grooved ......... . 

Equal arm pipe .......... . 
Equal arm, disk sub-type .. 

bradin stones : 
.Arrow ha£ t moother .. . 
Whetstone ........... . 

Smoothing stone ......... . 

Worked hell ............ . 
Clam hell, unworked ..... . 

se of catlinite .......... . 

Bone work: 
wls, imple .......... . 

Scapula hoe ...... . .... . 
Bead, barrel shaped .... . 

ocketed projectile point. 
Others .............. . 

Worked copper ......... . 

Pre ence of historic material 

ociated 
with 

Burials 

2 
3 

1 
1 

6 

1 
1 

1 
3 

2 

1 

3 
3 

1 

7 
4 
1 

2 

6 

7 

122 Revealed when rain cau ed a slight landslide. 
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ot 
s ociated 

with 
Bitrials 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
2 

3 

1 
3 

2 

urface 
Finds 

1 

2 
1 

1122 

3 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

3 
2 

2 
4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 
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ca ated one . The imilarit eem ver trono• - the sur
face :find corre pondin°· mor clo el , thou h, to the 
material not a ociated with burial than to the 0 -ra e 
O'ood . Thi would naturall b e t d. Th manife ta
tion would eem, from thi ompari on, to have the qualifi
cations of a focu . 

But before conclu ion are definitely tated, the trait 
from the urve it hould be anal z d mor ar full . 

It i thi that Table II attempt to do. gain th harac
teri tic neota trait are Ii t d, but thi tim th ir pre -
ence i indicated at the parate ite fr m which the 
urface material wa procured. Havin v rifled that it i 

Oneota, additional obje t found at th it w r add d, 
in the belief that they may be part of the Oneota compl x. 
"In cribed tone " are flat, mooth d lab of catlinite 
( one wa 3.5" by 5.5") which ha e animal form rat hed 
on their surf ace. All data included in this t ble w s deter
mined as Oneota by compari on with the previou ly estab
li hed Oneota trait test. The llamakee County material 
de crib d h re wa not unqu tionably ne ta. 

Where a trait, uncommon el ewher , oc ur in ignificant 
number a footnote give the proportion. u h a situation 
occur in Woodbury ount . ith thi one exception, all 
of the ite how near identit of trait of the Oneota 
man.if tation. 

TABLE II 
TRAIT CCURRENCES AT DETERMINED ONEOTA SITES 

Allamakee County Mu catine County 
Elephant ite = a Iu catine Island illage 
O'Regan ite = b ite = i 

ew Galena Site = c Warren ounty 
Lane Farm = d Bowers Farm J 

Clay County Woodbury County 
Harriman Site = e Little Sioux terrace near 

Dickinson County = f Correctionville = k 
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Loui a oun inn hiek ounty 
northwe t of Pot-

Tool boro =g arm 

L on ounty ville = 1 

Blood Run ite - h 

Pott ry: 
Temper 11 ... a b c d, e f, , h, i, j k 

el hap : 
Rim traight. .. a, b, , d , f, b i, j, k 
Rim r curv d ... k123 

Lip . urfa e: 
latt n d ... d, h, k 

Rounded ... a b c, d f h, i, j k, 1 
abl d ... d, h 

trap handl : 
Ev n idth ... a b, c, d , f, h j, k 

larin ... k 
Ilandl placem nt: 

Lip urfac to bould r ... b, d, h k 
ut r rim to boulder ... b c, d, h, k 

Techniqu oi d oration : 
Inci inc, ... a, b, , d, e h, k 
Trailin ... a, b d, , f, h 1 j, k 

un tatin . . . , f, h 
Inci ing and punctate ... k 
Trailing and punctai ... b, d, h, j, k 

ppliqu' ... non 
lut d lip . urfac ... a, b c, d, , f h J k 

Type of unit de ign: 
traight lin (continu u 

rgin ... a, b, , d, 

or punctate) parall 1 or con
i, h, j, k 

urv d lin ... , j 
ontiguou ar a of hachur d lin ... k 121 

hipp d ton 
Proje til point : impl trian(7ular ( trai 17ht ba d) ... a b, 

d, , .f, g, b, k 1 
crap r : 

123 Eight out of tw nty sL· had r curv d rim . 

124 ev n out of tw nly- b:: how d thL typ of d ign. 
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(Perforated bear(.) teeth) .. . c 
Worked copper ... a b, d 
Pre ence of historic material ... b d, h 

ince hi tor , a r on tructed by archaeology, can only 
be highly inf rential in na ure, conclu ion drawn from a 
study of thi kind mu t of ne e ity be po tulatory; uch a 
study cannot hope to tabli h fact, but it hould offer a 
ound planation for it conclusion . The b tter ubstan

tiated the are the n ar r they will be to tatements of 
what a tuall occurred, that i , true hi tory. It i with thi 
point in mind that th accompli hment of thi paper 
hould be evaluated. 
In Part I it wa found that in recorded time (from 1653 

on) the Ioway li ed on the pper Iowa River, in the Lake 
Okoboji area, on the Big ioux River, on the bank of the 
:Mis ouri River near uncil Bluff , on the 1i i ippi 
Riv r in Illinois aero from the mouth of the De foine 
and below that of th Iowa Ri er, and finally on the De 
1oin River in northwestern Van Buren ount and at 

the mouth of the Iowa Riv r. 
In art II it wa hown that the o·eographical and tem

poral extent of the n ota manife tation in Iowa coincide 
quit well with tho e of the Ioway village it . Geograph
icall there i coincid n e on the pper Iowa on Lake Oko
boji, on the Big ioux, and at the mouth of the Iowa Ri er. 
It i important t note al o that Oneota material i found 
at the mouth of the Vermilion River, near the city of Ver
milion outh Dakota, id nti:fiable with th Iowa ite on 
Deli le' 1718 map. The neota manifestation i later than 
any of the other , and it contains historic material. one 
of the other archaeological manif e tations can fulfill nearly 
as well the geographical and temporal requirements that 
identification would demand. 

foreover, the Oneota manifestation satis:fie the addi-

. 
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tional important requir m nt f b ino- uffi i n 1. homo
()' n ou to hav been th cultural r main f but cm trih . 
i o far w can no t 11 thi manif tation ha an appro ·i
mat i lentit of tr it in it anou ompon nt . hu it 
can b alled a f o u of the n ota p t. Th term rr 
f u h b nu ed to d not th manif tati n althouo-h 
n formal att mpt to d crib it ha b n ubli. h <1. 

Th r f r , on th a i of a ailabl mat rial it may b 
t ntatfrel on lud d that the Iowa Indic n w r r pon-
. ibl f r the rr fo u n ota t mat rial in I 

n i l ntification, if cc p a b tter und r -
ta · f on uni of th 1i · all cla i:ficator 

adding to it temporal, patial, and thnolo!ri al 
r · hip . The po tulation ann t at d ith p r-
f ran , h we r un il fur h r a i n i mad . 

n · ation ill ho h th r th di er pan i 
th no o cur b tw h OO'f · nt of th tribe 
an<l that of th ar h · cal mrmi · r all · t. 
:\. t pr nt t llif. th f id ntifi.-
cation. Dr. ha not looked for th luff 
it . Whil h ha look d f r th D · r villa()' 

and not found it he till fe l at h mn.· pro:fitahl. look 
aO'ain. T r focu mat rial that app the . Ii . i. -
ippi in · and Iu catin co1 · i v r n ar 

·a. d fini r . ... f -vem nt up and 
do th and .. r i ippi rfr r wa no doubt 
fr qu nt. it nlcl a il. hav b n t mporar. 
nmm r amp r p rhap all th p rman nt villa did 

not t into h lit ratur or map . 
urth r . Ye tion ma. al o xpl, in th orr ioTI"dll 

mat rial. t ma n titnt a diff r nt focu ( inc it 
cliff r n ar in pott r. form and uni of d coration, 
t .) n 1 thu i ma. b o d with a di:ff r nt Innian 

tri . 1 t ntatiY 1. u d th t thi . it ma: link 
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p cificall with the Oto who journe ed aero northern 
Iowa near ( or with) the Iowa and th n left them to 0·o 
down the Little ioux to th Plat . Dr. Keye report 

eein · material in north entral Iowa that look imilar to 
thi , and the trait do poradically appear in the llamakee 

ounty neota manif tation.126 Th al o app ar in ma
terial from the Blue Earth iv-er in Iinne ota and from 

the Leary ite in bra ka. 
lthouo·h thi tud ha pertained p cificall to Iowa it 

is of alue finall to look out id of that tate. An identifi
cation of th Iowa with th rr focu i borne out by find
in0· in i con in. Tradition tate that the Iowa ori0·in
all cam in to th ar a now Iowa from the ea t. They had 
earlier b n a o iated with the innebago with whom 
the are ling11i ticall allied, but the left them for ome 
rea on and w nt we tward. The rr fo u hould, there
£ or , be found a t of th pper Iowa River in outhern 
Wi on in; and it i o found· in the a tern part of 

iscon in i found a manife tation about which . C. 
Kern aid in 1935: '' The Lake inneba0·o doe eem 

to be a f o u of th neota a pe t, and it i rather d finitely 
tie i up with the hi torical Winnebago. ' It eem po ible 
and proper that uch a genetic r lation hip b tween tribe 
, ould be reflected in their b ing foci of th am a pect. 
Thi would tentativ 1 make the neota a pect tra eable to 
th hiwere iouan Indian a Dr. Keye and Dr. Griffen 
u 0 o-e t d. ( p. 22 .) It i now up to increa ed and 

careful archaeoloo-ical work to how thi r lation hip more 

definitely. 
MILDRED IOTT 

DEPART E.'T OF • THROPOLOGY 

NIVBRSITY OF HI AGO 

C H IOAOO ! LL.IN OI 

1 26 ee the same uggestion made by Dr. Keyes in American Antiquity, Vol. 

III p. 292. 


