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On hundred ar a ·o a new and a t unnam d om-
m nw alth awaited the cue for it ntrance on the national 
ta · . Th et ing had b en lono- prepar d. e t of h 

Mis issippi River and north of th tate of Ii ouri lay a 
land of rolling prairi . Th oil wa rich and deep. In 
umm r it hill and valle were ov r d with thick hio-h 
ra , and brig·ht flow r dotted th land ap - pink, 

whit , la nd r, and blue in th prin , red, llow, and pur-
pl in th lat um.mer and autumn. Timb r 0 Tew alono- the 
wat r cour and in the rou her area . Ex rem h at in 
umm r and bitter old in winter were not uncommon, but 

for the mo t part th climate wa pl a ant and h althful. 
Rain and now gave uffi i nt moi ture for plant . The 
~owmg a on wa long enough for all rop grown in 
temp rat limate . 

F r nturie thi prairi land had b n occupi d only 
by a f w nomadic or emi-nomadic Indian trib . France, 

pain, and England had each laid laim to the fi i ippi 
\ all y, but u ed the inland mpir only a a pawn in the 
gam of conque t. Then in 1 03 a n w nation, the nit d 

tate of merica., bought the we tern half of the Great 
,.. 11 y at a bargain ale, one of the few in history. Both 

politically and economically the Loui iana Purcha wa a 
mat r move. 

noth r g neration pa ed before the we tward mov -
ment of merican r ached then w purcha ; the land wa 
1 ft largely to its Indian o upant . Then th tide of white 

ttl m nt, drawn ever we tward by th magn ti pull of 
the rich farming land , r ached th Ii i ippi River. 
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There the pioneer pau ed for a few months, fought the 
brief and ingloriou Black Rav k ar, and then moved on 
acros the river into what i now Io a. 

Thi we tward movement aero the Ii i ippi all y 
wa no conque t by king or government , no occupation of 
conquered territory by oldier : it wa a d mocracy on th 
march. By boat or covered wagon, on hor back or on foot, 
the pion er came into Iowa - farmer R, trader , min r , 
millwright , banker , mechanic , carpenter', lawy r~, c1o -
tor , teachers, preacher , prie t , politician , druo-gi t , 
merchant , and with them came women and hildren - all 
bound for the land of promi e (not a promi, cd land). 1 n 
heard that the rich land of the Black Hawk Pur ha c> ( in 
1832) would oon be on ale at 1.25 an acre; ach commu
nity could largely decide it own problems; th ar a wa 
dedicated to free labor by the Ii souri omprom1sc. Thi 
wa the paradi e of pion ers. 

In the O'roup which oon found home w st of th Mi -
si ippi mi0 ·ht be found men from ew Eno-land, tired of 
plowino- the rocky hill ide for cant crop , Quak rR from 
the slave tates, hoping to renew their pl clge of fr dom 
and equality before God, pioneer from the ague- trickcn 
lowland of southern Illinoi and Indiana, emigrants from 
Europe, eeking a new home where poo1 m n could hop to 
become land owner , bu ine men, looking for profitabl 
location , young profe ional m n hopin°· to o-row up with 
new communities, politician , eeking the office to b . 

By the b ginning of 1 38, th ommomv alth of Iowa had 
already taken shape and chara ter, although it wa not t 
named. The auk and Fox Indian had eded a , trip of 
land west of the Mi i ippi River in 1832 and aft r th 
fir t of June, 1833, ettler had nt r d claim th r with 
the tacit approval of the nited tat go rnment. In 
1836, Keokuk' Re er had been old to the nited tate , 
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ome 25 000 acre to the public domain. The fol
lowin year, an additional trian le of land (1,250,000 acre ) 
wa c d d by th auk and Fox, including a part or all of 
h pr ent countie of Linn, John on, Wa hinQion, Bu
hanan, B nton, Iowa, K eokuk, J ff r on, Van Bur n, Fay-
tte, dar, and Davi .1 

That part of the Loui iana Pur ha e north of fi ouri 
an l w t of the i i ippi River 1 ft without civil govern
m nt aft r 1 ... 1 had been included in Michio-an T rritory 
in 1 34 aft r a murder and extral gal execution at Du
buqu had call d attention to the need for law and 
ourt . 2 In 1 36 Iowaland had be n made a part of the 

n wly er ated T rritor of Wi con in. 3 Two counti were 
e ·tabli h d by he le ·i latur of Iichigan Territory-Du-
buqu and D moine. ettlement gr w the e ountie 
w r divided and new one e tabli hed - Lee, Van Buren, 
Henry, Loui a, Iu atine, layton, Jack on, Benton, Lynn 
[Linn], ,Jon linton, John on, cott, Delawar , Bu-
chanan, dar, and Fayett .4 

1 For an account of the e land cession by the auk and Fox see P etersen's 
The Tarns of Peace in The Palimpse t, Vol. XIII, pp. 74- 9; Kappler 's 
l11dian .Lt/fairs. Laws anil Treaties, Vol. II (Treatie ), pp. 349-351, 474, 475, 
495, 496; Petersen's The econd. Purcha e in The Palimpsest, Vol. XVIII, 
pp. -97. 

2 Price' The Trial and Execution of Patrick O 'Conner at th Dubuq_ue 
Mine in the ummer of 1834 in The Palimp est, Vol. I , pp. 6-97; Petersen's 
lowa in Michigan in The Palimpsest, Vol. XV, pp. 43-55; wish r's Govern
ment Comn to I owa in The Palimpsest, Vol. XV, pp. 67-7 ; hambaugh 's 
Documentary Material Relating to t he History of Iowa, ol. I, pp. 60-73. 

s wi her 's Creation of the Territory in The Palimpsest, Vol. XVII, pp. 69-
7 ; hambaugh 's The on.stitutions of Iowa, pp. 50-5 ; hambaugh 's Docu
me11t(lry Mat rial Relating to t he History of I owa, Vol. I, pp. 7 -99. 

For a history of the e tablishment of counties in Iowa see Garver 's His
tory of Establi.3hment of Countie in Iowa in THE IOWA JOUl!.NAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS, Vol. VI, pp. 375-456; wisher's Hi.story of the Organization 
of Counti sin I owa in TIIE IOWA JOURNAL OF IlISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. xx, 
pp. 4 3-576. For the organization of the first two counties see Gallaher 's 
Government in I owa (in 1 36) in The Palimpsest, ol. XVII, pp. 79-96. 
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hurche had b en built. 5 chool had be n open d. 
Three new paper had been started - the Du Buque V isi
tor, 1:a 11, 1 36; The Western Adventurer and Herald of 
the pper Mi is ippi, at fontro e, on ,June 2 , 1 37; and 
the Iowa Territorial Gazette and Burlrngton Adverti er, 
moved to Burlin!rlon on July 20, 1 37.0 :Mail wa cl lnT r 1 
at :fir from Illinoi po t office , bu ib on' F rry (Au
gu ta), Iowa (:Montpelier), Peru, and ap llo had po t of
fie before 1 3 .7 Th Iin r ' Bank of Dubuqne, char
tered in 1 36 and op n d for bu ine in 1 37, wa, th fir t 
bank in Iowa and the only one 1 o-all incorporat cl until 
after th onstitution of 1857 wa adopted. It la t d 
through the entire Territorial period.8 

The fir t Fort D 1:oin 9 (at the mouth of th De 
Ioine Ri er) wa e tabli hed in 1 34 and from it 'olonel 
. W. Kearny and hi dragoon had mar h cl out in 1 :m 

on the expedition up the D Ioine alley and northPa ~t
ward to the ii i ippi.10 lb rt L Lea, one of th lieu
tenant on thi journey, had publi h d a little book in 1 36 
whi h u0 ·g-e ted th name for Iowa Territor.T. 11 

s For the building of the fir t church se Gallaher' The Fir.·t Church ill 
Iowa in The Palimpsest, Vol. VII, pp. 1-10. 

6 tout's The First Five ears in The Palimpse t, ol.. YII, pp. 129-136; 
Petersen' Du Buque Visitor in The Pali1np est, Vol. XYII, pp. 117-12 . 

7 For a list of the post offices in Iowa before 1 40 s1ce Petersen '11 Some Be 
ginnings in I owa in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol 
XXVIII, pp. 34, 35. 

s Gallaher's The First Bank in Iowa in The Palimpsest, Vol. YIU, pp. 
103-112; Preston's History of Banking in Iowa, pp. 10-34. 

9 Gallah r's Fort Des Moines in Iowa History in Iowa and War Series, o. 
22. 

1 0 Peter en's Across the Prairies of Iowa in The Palfotpsest, ol. II, pp. 
326-334. 

11 Lea's Notes on The Wisoonsin Territory (r printed in 1936 by the tat 
Historical Society of Iowa under the title The Book that Gave to Iowa its 
Name); Gallaher 's Albert Miller Lea in THE !OW.A JOURNAL OF HI TORY A D 

POLITICS, Vol. XXIII, pp. 195-241. 



Town had b • n tart c1 • om d tin cl to h com c1 1 

many oth •r to larurui. h r to di . L a map (ba cl n c u
clitiou. in 1 3;j) li. t •d I eru Du Buqn B 11 YU I ark
hur. t DaY nport Thr ckm rton' Lau<linQ", Iowa (Mont
peli,•r) Burlin,rton ~lacli. on ( F rt ~lacli on), K kuk ih-

<rn '. F crry ( \urru ta) aucl I ichland. ~ law authorizincr 
th, inc•orporati n of t wn haYiu a 1>0pul, tion f ;3 r 
morP hacl 1, •n pa •d hy th "\Yi. co11. in T rritorial 1 0-1, -

latur .12 

, urvc•.~iu 0 • th II, lf-Br cl ra t in Iowa ha I b run a 
early a 1 32 l ut it wa no until 1 . tha th 
un•1•y of towa. hip lin in th I wa, r a wa. 

y 1 ar 1 :H . aw th urY y f h Bla k Hawk Pur ha. 
11 arly compl •t cl. Th F cl ral n pr -
par cl t •ll th lancl to . ttl r wh ha I . o far nly th 
' tral ,,.al ri 0 ·ht of claim wn r .13 

.\ftc•r much cl bat and many r criminatio. th capital 
of thP original 'I rritory of "\ ..,.i on in hacl b n (in 1 7) 
loC'atecl at Burlingt n until ~far h 4 1 9 and th r .J r -
miah ~ 'm1th had built a capitol builclin°· in whi h th 1 o·i. -
latnr m •t in th autumn of 1 37. l nf rtunat ly thi build 
in,,. wa huriwcl cm I c mb r 13 1 . 7. 14 

'I h · •ar 1 : promi, d to h a bu y and important p 
riocl r r th Iowa ar a an I thi, activity c ntinu <l through
out th • T •1Titorial yc>ar. ; c nt nnial mmiv r. ari ar fre-

12 1 11 ·1111 , 'tatt , 'tat ult. at T,argr, Yol. V, pp. 70, 71, 17 , 179; Laws of 
tlu Trrritory of JJ .·c-011.·i11, 1 36-1 37, pp. 6a-70. For refr1e1H'l' on Iowa 
tm111., C'P PPtt>r Pll 's T,"° Hundred Topic· in lott'a Ili. tor.11. pp. 62 65. For 
Ii t ol' ,,banclonrll town. . el' ~Iott• A bandonnl Tott 11.,, Villa.Qt , and Post 
Of!iu.~ of Iowa in th• A1111al.~ of Iou·a (Third, •Tie ), ol. VII and XVIII. 

1s wi hl•r' T011·11, ·l.1p , uri·eys iii the lou·a Co1111try in THE IOWA Jot;R •• AL 

or lIL'TORY .·o Pownc·, Yol. XXY, pp. 3 21; , hambaugh's Frontier 
I a11rf rlub. or Cla, m Ai;. onatton.~, r print d from th Annual Report of the 
Ama1ra I l/i. tortral . -~0Ma tio11, 1900, Yo!. I, pp. 67- 4. , e al.o th Ii t of 
refer •m·1· in PP!Pr en' Tu·o Il1111drrd Tapir,, ill Iowa Jlt.,tory, pp. 2 , 29. 

u Ilarfner' Tiu C<1111tol at Burlington in Thr Palimpsr,q /, Yo!. XVIII, pp. 
!I - 102; , hambaugh 's Tht 011.·tituti.o11. of Io1ra, pp. '1-6 . 
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quent and important. Settlers continued to pour into the 
area. New communities, with homes, stores, churche , 
schools, and courts, grew up almost overnight.rn New gov
ernments - Territorial and State, municipal and county, 
were organized. Elections were held. Indian tribes were 
dispossessed and moved out. Societies were formed. 
Schools were established. Roads were laid out. Ferries 
were authorized and bridges were built. Two Constitution 
were drafted. The State of Iowa was born and began to 
function. 

To present a detailed list of all the events which hap
pened in Iowa from the first of January, 1838, to the first 
of January, 1848, would be difficult and tedious. Each com
munity has its own anniversaries - the first settlers, the 
first school, the first churches, the first courts, th post of
fice, business enterprises, storms, crimes, and all event 
which make up community history. It is the purpose of thi 
brief article to suggest only some of the hig·hlights of this 
decade of centennials, to point out some of the more impor
tant activities and events which are of interest to the Com

monwealth as a whole. Many other events might be li ted. 
Centennial celebrations need not, of course, be limited to 

towns, counties, communities, institutions, or organizations 
in existence before 1847. Iowans everyvi-bere may celebrate 
the purchase of Louisiana (including the Iowa area), th 
creation of the Territory of Iowa, and the admission of 
Iowa as a State, just as all Americans, whether they li e in 
the original States, in Iowa, or in Alaska, celebrate the Dec
laration of Independence and the adoption of the onstitu
tion. The outstanding events of this decade of Iowa cen
tennials are, of course, the creation of the Territory of Iowa 
(on June 12, 1838) and the admission of the State of Iowa 

15 For a description of Iowa in 1837 see Petersen's Lana of Promise in The 
Palimpsest, Vol. XVIII, pp. 65-77. 
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(on 1 46). In th nt all Iowan hav 
an int r t. 

Th 1 man for a parat ommonw alth w t of th 
li i ippi m t ha lop d almo t a oon a th 

ori ·inal T rrit r f in b o-an to function. This 
mov m nt app ar to hav n partly du to th ph-
ical boundary- th 1i i ippi Riv r. Ri alr d -

lop db tw on th a t and w t cti ns which w r al
mo t qual in p pulation. gain indi i lual initiati , the 
park f d mo ra y, ook th 1 ad. m tino- held at ur-

lin01;on on It mb r 16 1 7 r omm nd d that th p o-
pl r i lino· , , of th 1i Riv r 1 t d 1 at 
to a c nv nti n. o doubt Burlin -ton had 
th apital cit f th pr po d T r ·itory. 

Th id a r iv d p pular fa r. Ex 
r pr ntin unti w t of the 1i i 
in th hall L . ati mbl 

v mb r 6, 1 7 and oro-aniz d a a ' T rritorial nv n
tion ', whi h at f r thr e <la . It m ting oin itl d with 
th n-v f th i on in T rrit rial 1 gi latur . n 

mb i 'conventi n' 1r w up three m mo rial 
11 f whi h emphatically urg d a divi ion of 
rrit r and th oro-anization of tho ar aw t 

parat T rritory. 1 mb r of th 
L ·i lativ mbly f i on in T rritory w r im-
pre ovemb r 17th th H u._ adopt d a imilar 
m morial. Thi wa i!ITl d by th Pr id nt of th oun il 

ov mb r ... rd, although th r 
th ouncil. It wa th n ent to 16 

In pit f ome oppo ition in th wi h of th 
ettler wa o-rant d, and on Jun 12, 1 , Pr id nt far-

tin an Bur n ign d th ac tabli hino- th T rritor of 

1s hambaugh 's The onstitutions of Iowa, Ip. 61 67; letters from Louise 
Ph lp K llogg, elated ~fay 26, June 1, 1937 
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Iowa, including approximately all the area w t of the Ii. -
i ippi north of the northern boundar of J\Ii ouri, w st

ward to the Missouri and White E ar th river and north
ward to the anadian boundar . Thi Or ·anic \.ct w nt 
into effect on the following 4th of July.17 n informal eel -
bration of thi enactment and of the e laration of Ind -
pend nee occurred at Fort Iadi on on July 4th. Black 
Hawk, a pathetic elderl :fi!ru.re, made what proved to b hi 
farewell public appearance on thi o ca ion, for h died on 
the third of the following October.18 

Governor Robert Luca , appointed t o h ad the new T r
ritorial government on July 7, 1 3 , ar r iY d in Iowa T rri 
tory on ug11 t 15th, takino- up hi executiYe office at Bur
lington. Here he met William B. onwa , th rretar. of 
Iowa Territory, who had be n cting· Governor in the ab-
ence of Luca . Ten day later Governor Luca proclaimt>d 
eptember 10th a the dat of the fir t election of members 

of the Iowa Territorjal legi lature and thi el ction wa ,· 
duly held. The member elected convened at the ca11 of th 
Go ernor at Burlington on ovemb r 12 18:~ , m 0 ti1io- in 
the Old Zion hurch. The member were, r elatfr l ·, young 
men; the average. a 0 ·e of the member of th ouneil was 
forty-two, that of the Repre entatives thirty-five. Of the 
thirt -nine m mb r , twenty-three w r farmers. rn 

The e le0 ·i lator w re pioneer , u e l to cr eating· or at 
lea t re .. tabli hing· in titution and making· th law n ce ,_ 
sary for the protection of pioneer ociet . everal art. of 
ome permanent importance w re ado ted. The incorpora

tion of a 0 Ticultural oci tie wa authorized (D c mb •r 19, 
1838), and an act e tabli hing common hool was pa', d 

17 hambaugh 's Do<n£mentary Material Relating tc, t he H i. tory of I owa, Vol. 
I, pp. 102-116. 

1 Cole's Lif e of Black Hawk ( manuscript ) . 

10 P a rish ' Robert l/uoas, pp. 167- 179. 
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(January 1, 1 or wa hi0·h r ducation · 
11 January .... th 1 · ur auth · d th 

m nt f roman oini, Burlino--
t 11 armirnrton, B nlon p rt, Ro kin°·ham, I auqua, 
Dubuqu , an 1 Dav up rt. n J auuary 25th, provi LOU wa 
mad f r a r al known lat r a the 1d ~Iilitary acl, 
whi h wa t run fr m ubuqu to th Ii ouri boundary. 

n a t f th lat tabli. h l a p nit ntiar at Fori 
Madi on to 1v ur and mpl y 136 nYi t . 

T a for I wa T rrii ry wa oriz cl h. a joint 
r oluti 11 ad pt d n January 4, 1 3 .20 

rhap th mo t important a t f th Fir t L o-i lativ 
mbly wa th location of the apital. ft r mu h hi k-

rin0· and d bat th cl t appoint thr 
c mrm ion r wh a it in John on unty. 
Thi a t wa appr v l on anu .. 1, 1 . 9. apital wa 
to b ta · o it t cl and nam d Iowa 

it 1Iay fir t ( w t f r th m ting of th 
mmi ion r and ol on, th n th ounty 
at wa th m tin°· plc: 1 11 d how-

ver onl. on ommi ion r, haunc wan, wa n ban 1: 
two ,v r 11 ary for 1 gal a tion. Wha t do . 
man fr m a n arby farm, Philip lark by nam au. w r c1 
thi qu tio11 b ri lin thirt -fiv mil t th horn of John 
R onald in Loui a unty and back, bringino- the tard)r of
ficial with him. Th r w re n Briti. h troop on th way, 
thouo-h ther may hav b n a f w auk an 1 Fox In lian in 

20 Law of th T erritory of Iowa, 1 3 -1 39, pp. 1 0-1 J, 227-229, 24 24 , 
365-369, 430, 431, 516; Van Ek' Great eals of Iowa in The Palimpsest, Vol. 
V, pp. 37 , 379. It appear that th Iowa political I ader . were not slow to 
take advantage of the genero ity of the F cleral goY rnment. ThP Organir 
Act made provision for a grant of $20,000 for public builc1ing . n July 7, 
1 3 an unobtru ive item in a general appropriation act grant d anoth r 20,-
000 for public building without sp cifying where they were to b er ctecl. 
This mon y wa u eel for the penitentiary. On Augu t 29, 1 42, an additional 
gr ant of $15,000 was mad by ongrt-ss for the p nitentiary. - mled tate 

tatutes at Large, Vol. V, pp. 239, 240, 266, 537. 
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the neighborhood, but this ride compares favorably with 
the feat of Paul Revere. It meant riding eventy mile in 
twelve hours over the rough trails or the unmarked prairies 
of Iowa. There were some who wondered whether Chaun
cey Swan's watch was running all the time, but at any rate 
the second commissioner arrived when the hand said five 
minutes of twelve - midnight being the deadline - and the 
i-ace was won. 

On the fourth of May, the commissioner made their 
choice of a site on a hill looking down on the Iowa River 
and there drove a stake to mark the location of Io a City. 
Two months later, on July 4th, a celebration wa held on 
the site, the Stars and Stripes floating from the top of an 
oak tree trimmed of its branches. 

Plans were soon made for the con truction of a capitol 
building. John F. Rague was employed as the architect 
and a contract was made for the erection of th building. A 
year later, on July 4, 1840, the cornerston of the capitol 
(now lmown as the Old Stone Capitol) was laid.21 

Whe:a Congres created the Territory of Iowa it made 
provision for ascertainino- the southern boundary which 
was in dispute because of incon istencies in the urvey . 
That fall Albert M. Lea. was commis ioned tor port which 
line was correct. He reported on January 19, 1839, that 
the designations of the various lines were conflicting and 
that CongTess should decide which line should be considered 
legal. Congress did not, however, act at this time and the 
pioneers along the boundary were soon quarreling over 
county lines and jurisdictions. 

Governor Lucas entered into the dispute with ze t. On 
July 29, 1839, he issued a proclamation urging the Iowa of-

21 For the story of the founding of Iowa City see Shambaugh 's Iowa City: 
A Contribution to the Early History of Iowa; and Hoffman's John Francis 
Rague-Pioneer Architect of Iowa in the Annals of Iowa (Third eries), Vol. 
XIX, pp. 444-448. 
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fi ial to maintain th rio-ht of Iowa and th nit d tat 
om b tr ju t nor h f th boundary claimed by Iowa 

w r cut down b ~li ourian and amen art pr cipitat
in a war betw n the tate of Ii ouri and th T rritory 
of Iowa. ov rnor Luca rd r d th mu t r of I wa mil
itia n D mb r ix h. he 1i ouri militia had alr a 1) 
be n a mbled. But for unat 1 ol r h ad pr vail d 
an<l it w d hat th d · hould b 1 ft to on-
o-re for . Th "H a i wa call d wa 
nd d wh n on D b r 1 fi uri militia di -

band d. 22 

c n u tak n in 1 3 r port d ..,2 9 whit p r on in 
I wa 'I rritory. Two y ar lat r her w r 4 112. In 
1 44 th numb r had in r a d to 75 152. By 1 46 wh n 
I wa wa admitted a a tat th population had r a h d 
102 3 and a 1 ar lat r it wa 116 454. 23 

n January 1 1 th 1 °·i latur of n in Terri-
tory (in i n at Burlin -ton) pa d an a t fixino- th 
boundari and lo atin · th ount at of Le , an 

uren, H nry Loui a, fu catin , and lauo-h-
t r ounti v ral chan w r mad ·nth boundari 
of the e ounti aft r th T rritory of Iowa ·wa r at a. 
Jeff r on ount wa reat d n January 21 1 39, and on 
January 25 h th nam f lauo-ht r ounty wa han · d 
to W a hin o-ton. n th third of :March 1 9 au-

' horiz d th Iowa T rritorial 1 o-i la ur t 
1 tion r appointm nt f h riff , judo-

ti of th p ac and count urv yor . ~4 

p ·o'-rid f r th 
of probat , ju -

22 Erik on' The Iloney War in Th Palimpse. t, ol. V, pp. 339-350; 
Report Made by ..4./bert Mill r Lea on The Iowa-Missou1·i Boundary in TIIE 

IOWA JOURNAL OF IIrsTO&Y AND POLITI s, ol. X XIII, pp. 246--259. 

2a Ilistorical and Comparative nsu of Iowa, 1 96-1880, p. 16 . 

24 Laws of the T erritory of Wisconsin, l 37-1 3 , pp. 3 1-3 4; Law of 
the Territory of Iowa, l 3 -1 39, pp. 9-101; nited tatts tatutes at Large, 
Vol. V, p. 357. 
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ater in th T rritorial period (on February 17, 1 43) 
nine n w counti w re tabli h d-Davi , ppanoo , 
"\ ap llo, i hkeko h ( hang d to Ionro on January 19, 
1 46), faha ka, Iowa, Po-, hiek, Tama, and Black Hawk. 
Iarion ounty wa created on Jun 10, 1 45. n January 

13, 1 46, twelve counti were e tabli heel - , ayn , Lu a , 
Warren, olk, far hall, J a p r tory, Boon , Dalla , fad-
1 on, larke, and D atur. Two ountie - llamake an l 

inne hiek-wer e tabli h d by a law tlat <l F bruary 
20, 1 47, and five counti -Rin gold, aylor, Pa 0 • , Fre
mont, and ottawattamie -w r arved out of th ota
, atomi c ion b an act approv cl on Februa1 2.J: 
1 47.25 

Bellevue and P ru had, it app ar , not attaiue 1 the pop
ulation of 300 requir d for th incorporation of to"\\TJl un
der an earlier law and o, on January 12, 1 3 , the, i.'con-
in 1 gi lature authorized th communitie to incorporate 

de pite the lack of population. ppar ntly it wa not a y 
for local communitic toe tabli h muni ipal governm ut b: 
voluntary action. t any rat , on January 1 , 1 3 , th fir , t 
pecial barter wer i ued for '' itie ' in Iowa - Bur

lin!rton and For Iadi on were given ready-made chart r ,' . 
During th period of Iowa.' Territorial g-ove111meut, four 
t n additional charter were grante () Io,,a eiti s, om 
municipaliti b ino- o-iven a ond chart r. Bloomin!!'t:on 
(now Iu catin ) wa grant d a chart r on ,Januar. 23, 
1839, and Davenport wa uppli d with a form of o-ov rn
ment two day lat r. alem, on January 14, 1 40, and Du-

2s Laws of the Territory of Iowa, l 43-1 44, p. 142, 1 45, pp. 66, 93, 1 45-
1 46, pp. 73-75, 10 ; Revised tatutes of th Territory of Iowa, l 42-1 43, 
pp. 131-135; Laws of Iowa, l 46-1 47, pp. 32, 33, 37, 1, 114, 115. For 
additional ref ren es on Iowa counties see P ter n's Two Hundred Topies in 
Iowa History, p. 26. A list of Iowa counties with the dates of establi hment 
and organization is given in wi her 's History of the Organization of the 
Counties in Iowa in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF Hr TORY AND POLITICS, Vol. 
pp. 574-~76. 
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on J anuar ' 17, 1 40 en in orporation 
a t th e ond L 0 ·i lativ mbl . Farmin°ton 
(Januar 11, 1 41) and a h ill and Iowa 1it (January 
1 , 1 41), 1 unt Pl a ant (Januar 25, 1 42), I o auqua 
(F bruar 17, 1 42) w r later incorporation b p cial 
act of th T rritory of Iowa. w or r i d hart r s 
w r al o :-ranted durin · thi p riod to th t wn of Farm
in ton Dav nport, Fort :Madi on, owa it , and Burlino·
ton. Dubuqu had thr hart r . Fair:fi ld re iv cl a 
chart r from th tate of Io" a on F bruar 9, 1 47, and 
Keokuk, a 0 :-rant d a hart r on F bruar ..,3rd. num
ber of th it app ar , n v r u ed, th pio
n r b in°· familiar with th adao· , ' ou ma 1 ad ah r 
t , at r, bu ou can t mak him drink". 26 

o-en ral law for th oro-anization of town hip by th 
variou board of ount commi ion r wa approv d on 
F bruar 17, 1 42. numb r of town hi had alr ad~· 
b en tabli h d by p cial a t . To, n hip at that dat 
had rela ti 1 lar 0 • pow r . Th w r r pon ibl for 
road , for th car of th poor, for th r 11lation off nc , , 
and th mark or brand on live tock. 2

T 

Whil th apit 1 at I wa it , almo t p rf ct in it pro
portion and ymm tr , ro lowl , the o-ov rnm nt con
tinu d to function. ixth of D mber, 1 41 th T r 
ritorial legi latur on n d for it fir t ion at Iowa 

it , but not et in th apitol. In tead it m t in a fram 
buildino-, con tructed by a public- pirit d citiz n, alt r 
Butler. It , a not until a y ar lat r - on De mb r 5 
1 42, that the le!ri lature m t in th till incompl t d capi-

20 Robe on' pecial harter Cities in I owa, pp. 1 7-1 9; Laws of the Ter
ritory of Wi consin, 1 37-1 3 pp. 212, 213, 470, 4 1; Laws of the Territory 
of Iowa, 1 3 -1 39, pp. 24 , 265 1 39-1 40, pp. 72-75, 124-12 , 1 40-1 41, 
pp. 33-36, -91, 97, 100, 1 41-1 42, pp. 14-16, 41-47, 7 0 107-110, 1 45, 
pp. 73 5, 1 45-1 46, pp. 114-124; Laws of Io•va, 1 46-1 47, pp. 49-52, ]04-
114, 154-160. 

21 Revised tatutes of Iowa, 1 42-1 43, pp. 617-625. 
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tol building. It wa to continue to meet there until the re
moval of the capital to De Moine in 1 57. 28 

Governor Robert Luca , a Democrat, wa removed to 
make room for John hamber , a Whi 0 ·, who wa appointed 
to office on 1arch 25, 1 41, and rea hed Burlington on Iay 
12th taking the oath of office the following day. Evidently 
he was not uper titiou . little more than four year 
later Chamber yielded the office of Governor of Iowa Ter
ritory to James larke, a Democrat, who e appointm nt 
wa dated ovember 18, 1 45. 29 

t th first ele tion ( eptember 10, 1 3 ) William W. 
hap man was elected Delegate to ongre . n f arch 3 

1839, ongre fixed Octob r 27, 1 40, a th end of hi term 
of office and authorized the election of a Del o-at to erve 
until Iarch 4, 1841. ugustu ae ar Dod ere wa th choice 
of the Iowa voter at the election held on ciob r 5, 1840. 
According to the act of ongre , hi term be an on cto
ber 2 th, but he did not take hi eat until D c mber 1 40, 
when ongre convened. He wa reelected in 1 41 and 
1843 aL.d held office until Dec mber 28, 1 46, when the act 
formally admittino- Iowa a a tate wa appr ved. 30 

In the meantime, the movement toward tatehood went 
on. When Governor Robert Luca d liv r d hi, me ao-e to 
the Territorial legi lature on July 14, J 40, h r commend
ed that the voter be permitt d to e ""pre th ir opinion a 
to whether or not a constitutional conv ntion hould b 
held. In re pon e to thi - or perh p in pite of it - an 
act wa adopted on July 31, 1840, providino- a ref rC'ndum 
on the holdino- of a con titutional conv ntion. Th vot , 

2 hambaugh' Iowa City: .4. Contribution to the Early History of Iowa, 
pp. 57, 5 ; Lathrop's The Capitals and apitols of Iowa in the Iowa Hi, torical 
Record, Vol. IV, pp. 97-124. 

20 Pari h's Robert Lucas; Parish's John Chambers, pp. 113, 114, 122. 

ao United tates Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 357; Pelzer 's Augustus aesar 
Dodge, pp. 6½, 72, 73, 4, 105. 
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ca ton October 5, 1 40, wa 2907 to 937 a ain t the holdino
of a con ention. Two ear 1 ter, b an act appro ed on 
February 16, 1 42, a econd ref er end um wa held on u
gu t 1, 1 42. gain the oter turned down the propo al 
for a con titutional con ention; thi time the ote wa 6 25 
again t the pro po ition and 4129 for it. 81 

But the formulation of a on ti ution wa in itabl . On 
February 12, 1 44, the Iowa legi lator provided for an
other referendum on the propo al to choo e delegat to a 
convention at the election which would be held on pril 1, 
1844. The act al o made plan for the convention, in ca 
the ote was affirmative. The propo ition carri d b a 
large majority and the election of deleo-ate occurred at the 
election held on urn t 5, 1 44. Thi con ention onv ned 
in the capitol at Iowa ity on ctober 7, 1 44, and ad
journed on ovember fir t. The on titution drafted at 
thi e ion wa twice ubmitted to the voters of Iowa -
on pril 7, 1 45, and on ugu t 4, 1 45, and wa twic re
jected, largely on account of a di pute over the boundarie . 
The boundarie fixed by the on titution of 1 44 (known a 
the Luca boundarie ) , were the ame a the pre ent boun
darie of Iowa on the ea t, outh, and we t, but extended 
farth r north. n act of ongre , approved on far h 3, 
1 45, had authorized the admi ion of Iowa and Florida -
a free and a lav tate. The boundarie pecified for Iowa 
(known a the icollet boundarie ) would have extended 
the new tate only about three-fourth of the way to the 
Mi ouri River and about forty-five mile north of the pre -
ent northern boundary. 

n Januar 17, 1 46, the Territorial legi lature made 
provi ion for a econd conv ntion to be elected at the gen

ral election on pril 6, 1 46. The delegate elected at 

s1 hambaugh 's The Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 99, 100, 104, 106; Laws of 
the T rritory of Iowa, l 40, Extra ssion, pp. 46, 47. 
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this time assembled in the capitol building at Iowa ity on 
May 4, 1846, adjourning :fifte n day later. The on
stitution drafted by this group was submitted to the voters 
on August 3, 1846, and was approved, although by the small 
majority of 456 votes out of a total of 18,52 . On the fol
lowing day ( ugust 4, 1846) ongre adopted a econd act 
accepting the boundaries propo ed by the Iowa onvention 
(previously recommended, on March 27, 1 46, by the Hou e 
Committee on Territories). 32 

In accordance with the statute of Januar 17, 1 46, Gov
ernor James Clarke i ued a proclamation on eptember 
ninth setting Monday, October 26, 1 46, a the date of the 
first election of State officer . On ovember fifth he de ig
na ted ovember 30, 1846, a the day for the convening of the 
newly elected General s embly and on D cember . econd 
sent his la t me sage to the le~ lature. The following day 
Ansel Briggs was inaugurated a the first tate Governor. 
The last tep in the making of a new tate wa the act of 
Congre s approved by President James K. Polk on Decem
ber 28, 1846, formally acceptinO' the on titution of Iowa 
and admitting Iowa a a tate. Iowa had made her en
trance on the tage of national affair . 33 

t this fir t e ion of the General embly a r at al, 
an elaborate de ign till in use, wa pro id db. an act ap
proved on February 25, 1847.34 

But government was not the only interest of the Iowa set
tlers. They had, for the most part, come for land. When 
would the government put the lands on ale 1 The fir t land 
offices in Iowa- one at Dubuque and one at Burlino-ton-

32 ee Shambaugh 's Maps nzustrative of tlie Boundary History of Iowa in 
THE IOWA JOU&,."<AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. II, pp. 369-3 0. 

33 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1 43-1 44, pp. 13-16, 1845-1 46, pp. 37-
40; Shambaugh 's Tlle Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 115, 116, 1 5-212; United 
States tatutes at Large, Vol. V, pp. 7421 743, 7 9, Vol. IX, pp. 52, 53

1 
117. 

34 Laws of Iowa, 1846-1847, Ch. 112. 
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were e tabli hed on the day the Territory of Iowa wa cre-
ated - June 12, 1 3 . ettler in the e di trict could bu 
he farm on which, up to thi time, the were merely 

" quatter ". The proclamation for the :fir t ale of public 
land in Iowa wa i ued on July 6, 1 3 . The :first pur
cha e of land at Burlington wa made on October :fir t un
der a pre··mption law of June 22, 1 38. The land office wa 
open d at Dubuque on eptember 24, 1 3 , and the :first 
public ale of land wa held there on o ember 5, 1 3 , and 
at Burlin ·ton on ov mber 19th. 

t the public al h ld in a cordance with thi proclama
tion, uo-u tu a ar Dodge, re 0 ·i ter of the Burlington 
office, old ome 236,396 acre of land at 1.25 an acre. On 
June 30, 1 42, th land office at Burlington wa clo ed and 
on ugu t 1, 1 42, an office wa opened at Fairfield. The 
Dubuque office wa tran f erred to Marion on February 20, 
1 43. The only other land office e tabli hed in I wa during 
thi period wa located at Iowa ity by an act of Congress 
approved on ugu t , 1 46. In the meantime the urvey 
of the public land went on, the surveyor following the In
dian retreat aero s Iowa. By 1 47, the ar a we t approxi
mately to a line running north and outh through the site 
of D :Moine had been survey d. 35 

Io t of the ettler were anxiou that the land on which 
the had located be put on ale, de irinO" to ecure legal title 
to their claim . ome, however, wi hed for a lono-er time in 
which to collect the hard-earned cash for payment, for the 
gov rnment took no note , no mortgage . a h or land 
warrant were r quired. 

To protect their claim during the period which frequent
ly intervened before the land wa put on ale, the Iowa pi-

35 Donaldson's The Public Domain, p. 17 4; wi her 's Township Surveys in 
the Iowa Country in THE IoWA. JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. 
XXXY, pp. 10-13; Pelzer 's Augustu Caesar Dodge, pp. 57, 61; ewhall 's 
Sketches of Iowa (1 41), pp. 47-49. 
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oneer often organized claim club or claim as ociation 
These xtralegal associations did two things for their mem
bers: they ettled dispute over claim and protected the 
claimant in his recognized rig·ht until the land wa put on 
sale; and they aw to it that no peculator wa allowed to 
bid on a member s approved claim and rai e the price above 
$1.25 an acre. 

claim as ociation had been formed in the vicinity of 
Burlington as early a ctober 12, 1833, and the plan moved 
we tward with the twilight zone of ettlement beyond the 
lands ale . The John on ounty laim ociation 
adopted it con titution on Iarch 9, 1 39. laim or con
tract made concerning improvement on th m were gener
ally recognized by Territorial laws although they were ex
tralegal and ettlement on the public domain not on ale 
wa prohibited by Federal law. On J anuar 15, 1 39, the 
Iowa Territorial legislature pas ed a law entitled '' An act 
to provide for the coll ction of demand growing out of 
contract for ales of improvement on public land . ' The 
following year (1840) the Iowa Territorial upreme Court 
rendered a deci ion holding such contracts legal. 36 

To keep order durin 00 the removal of the Indian tribe 
and the advance of white ettler , the nited tate govern
ment establi hed four temporary fort in the Iowa area 
during the years 1838-1847. In the spring of 1840, a com
pany of soldier moved over from Fort Crawford and on 
May 31st encamped on Turkey River among the Winnebao-o 
Indian . The following year barrack were con tructed and 
the camp wa named Fort Atkinson. Thi fort had a rela
tively long life for it wa not until February 24, 1849, that 

as Shambaugh 's Early Land Claims in Des Moines County in THE IOWA 

.JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLJTTCS, Vol. X, pp. 255-260; hambaugh 's The 
Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 27-49; Hill 11. Smith, Morris' Iowa Reports, 70; 

hambaugh 's Constitution and Records of the Claim ..4. ociation of Johnson 
County, Iowa. 
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the oldier tacked up th ign '' Farewell to bedbug '' and 
withdr w.37 

n urn t 7, 1 42, aptain Jam Hen arriv d at Fort 
.1: tkin on with a ompan of dra 0 ·oon from ort av n
worth. From there h march d to the icinity of the auk 
and Fox a cren om tw nty mil west of Fairfield, and 
there occupied ome cabin of th m rican Fur ompan . 
Thi encampm nt , a nam d Fort anford. n o emb r 
L.,, 1 42, aptain 11 n ent to the mouth of the Raccoon 
Ri r and there tabli h d a fort on the point of land at 
th junction of the two ri er which h named Fort Rac-
coon. The ar partm nt, ho, v r pref rred Fort D 
loin . On Ia 17, 1 43, the troop abandon d Fort an

ford and on fa 21 t ettled down at ort Des Moin 
where they remained until the spring of 1 46. Fort Oro -
han, at the it of the pr ent day ouncil Bluffs, wa e -
tabli hed on fa 31, 1 42. 3 

In addition to the mo ement to and from these fort , th 
ar Department kept d tachm nt on the move aero th 

border zone of Indian removal and white ettl ment. n 
pt mber 17 1 41 Li utenant Thoma fo rate' com

pany of fif t dra 0 ·oon n amp d at Io" a it . Th ir pr -
enc i wa hop d would in.flu n th auk and Fox to 
agree to ede additional land but th c ion wa delay d 
until 1 42 wh n the oldier up r i d the tr aty meetin 
at the ag n (now the town of enc Wapello ounty). 
In the umm r of 1 44 and ao-ain in 1 45, th dra oon un
der aptain lien and Captain Edwin umner marched 
aero Iowa to the north and northw t.3 9 

37 Mahan ' Old Fort A tkinson in The Palimpsest, ol. II, pp. 333-350. 

s Van der Zee' Fort in t he Iowa Country in TIIE IOWA .JOURNAL OF III · 
TORY AND P OLITICS, Vol. XII, pp. 163-204. F or additional reference e 
Peter en 's Two Hundred T opics in I owa History, pp. 22, 23. 

39 Van der Z s Captain James A llen's Dragoon Expedition f rom Fort Des 
Moines, Territory of I owa, in 184.J, and aptain Edwin V . umner's Dragoon 
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Another service performed by the Federal government 
was the distribution of mail. Approximately 160 post of
fices were established in Iowa during the period covered by 
the Territory of Iowa. In a number of cases, the name was 
changed or the post office was discontinued or moved to 
some nearby and more prosperous community. 

The settlers who came to Iowa believed in education and 
in churches. During this early period communities usually 
provided common schools but the churches assumed the bur
den of providing secondary and college education. A law 
approved on January 13, 1841, provided for the office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Less than a year 
later, on February 17, 1842, this act was repealed. Con
gress made two grants of land which were used for public 
schools - an act approved on September 4, 1841, granted 
500,000 acres of public land for internal improvements 
(used for school purposes) and another act dated March 
3, 1.845, gave the proposed State of Iowa every sixteenth 
section for schools. By the time Iowa was ready for state
hood, :i.t was prepared to provide advanced education for its 
young people, although the denominational and privately 
supported colleges have continued to participate in this 
field. On February 25, 1847, the First General s embly of 
Iowa founded the State University of Iowa.40 

In 1838 Reverend Asa Turner came to Denmark, Iowa. 
He was formally installed on November 5, 1840, and on the 
following day an Association of Congregational Churches 
and Ministers was formed, representing three churches. 

Expedition in the Territory of Iowa in the Summer of 1845 in THE IOWA 

JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITI"S, Vol. XI, pp. 68- 108, 258-267; Pelzer's 
Marches of the Dragoons in the Mississippi Valley, p. 91. See also Petersen's 
Two Hundred Topics in Iowa History, pp. 23, 21 . 

.io Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1840-1841, pp. 37, 38, 1841-1842, p. 93; 
Laws of Iowa, 1846-1847, pp. 188, 189; United States Statutes at Large, Vol. 
V, pp. 455, 789, 790. 
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Turner wa one of th promoters of Denmark cademy, in
corporated by the Iowa 1 gi lature on February 3, 1843. 
This school opened in ptember, 1845.41 

It was in 1843 that the Iowa Band arrived in Iowa -
nine young mini ters who came to Iowa as repre entative 
of the Congre 0 ·ational and Pre b t rian churche . On the 
fifth of November, seven of these men were ordained by the 
Denmark Con Tegational As ociation. On Monday, No
vember 6, 1843, the band scattered to their widely separated 
posts -Keosauqua, Muscatine, Burlington, Farmington, 
1aquoketa, Cascade, Solon, Mount Pleasant, and the ew 

Purchase. It was the members of this Iowa Band who were 
largely responsible for the establi hment of Iowa College 
at Davenport, the first meeting looking forward to this 
project having been h ld at Denmark on March 12, 18~-. 
On the tenth of June, 1846, J. J. Hill gave the first dollar 
for the college fund. 42 

The Bapti t Church org·anized its first district associa
tion at Long Creek (now Danville) fifteen miles west of 
Burlington in August, 1838. It was first called '' The Iowa 
Baptist Association"; later it was known as the First De 
Moines Association. The first Iowa Baptist Convention 
was held at Iowa City on June 3 and 4, 1842. 43 

The Quakers, too, were early settlers in Iowa. On Octo
ber 8, 1838, they opened the Salem Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, the first regular business meeting of this denomin
ation in Iowa and the first west of the Mississippi River. 44 

On April 21, 1839, the Right Reverend Mathias Loras 

41 Christensen's Denmark-An Early Stronghold of Congregationalism in 
THE IOWA J OURNAL OF HISTO&Y AND POLITICS, Vol. XXIV, pp. 108-130. 

,2 Hinkhouse's One Hundred Years of the I owa Presbyterian Church, pp. 
14, 19, Adams's The I owa Band; Gallaher's The Iowa Band in The P alv,np
sest, Vol. XI, pp. 355-366. 

43 Mitchell's A Century of Iowa Baptist History 1894-1994, p. 29. 

H Jones 's The Quakers of I owa, p . 44. 
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wa in talled as the first Bi hop of the Roman atholic 
Church in Iowa. The services were held at the Cathedral 
in Dubuque. The a isting priests were Rev. Joseph Cre
tin, Rev. J. A. M. Pelamourgue , and Rev. amuel C. Maz
zuchelli. 45 

The first Pre bytery (the Iowa Pre bytery) was organ
ized by the Old chool Pre byterian at Mu catine on o
vember 6, 1840. The ew chool Pr bylerian organized 
their fir t Pre bytery at Yellow pring (Kossuth) on p
ril 12, 1842. It was desi1mated the De 1oine Pre bytery. 

document filed in the Henry ounty archive , dated 
March 11, 1843, establi hed "The Iount Plea ant ollegi
ate Institute", under the control of the Iethodi t Epi co
pal Church. This in titution, now Iowa We leyan ollege, 
received a charter from the legislature of Iowa on Febru
ary 15, 1844. It is, so far as has been learned, the olde t 
college in Iowa having a continuou coll ge exi tence, al
though the name has been changed several time . 

The college tru tees asked the Iethodi t Epi copal 
Church tu span or the infant college. n Iowa District had 
already (1839) been organized by the Illinoi onference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The fir t Methodist 
Conference held in Iowa ( the Rock River onf erence) wa 
opened at Dubuque on Au 0 u t 30, 1 43. On ugu t 14, 
1844, the Iowa Conference, the fir t conference of the Meth
odi t Epi copal Church in Iowa, was organized at Iowa 
City.46 

John B. Newhall, in hi guide - publi hed in 1841- li ted 
in addition the following religious denominations : Camp
bellites, Christians, Prate tant Episcopal, nitarians, Dunk
ards, and 1ormons. On July 22, 1839, bner Kneeland, a 

45 Kempker 's History of the Catholic Church in Iowa, p. 25. 

46 Historical Sketch and Alttmni Record of the Iowa Wesleyan College, 184t-
1917, pp. 8-99; Waring's History of the Iowa Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, pp. 92, 112, 119. 
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free-think r, arri d at alubria (two mil outh of Farm
ington), hoping to found a non-religiou community in 
Iowa.47 

lar 0 • numb r of n w pap r , er e tabli hed in Iowa 
betwe n 1 3 and 1 47. The Fort 111adi on Patriot b gan 
on Iar h 24, 1 3 . Th I oi a un and Dav nport and Rock 
Island ew tarted publi ation on ugu t 4, 1 38. Th 
Burlington Patriot, tart don Jun 6, 1 9, hanged to The 
Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot on ptember 5th of the same 
year. The Iowa tandard wa begun at Bloomington (now 
:Mu catin ) on ctob r 23, 1 40, and wa mo d to Iowa 
City in June, 1 41, where it name wa hang d to the Iowa 
City ta;ndard. Lat r (1 4 ) it b came the Iowa City Re
P'U,blican. Bloomington, however, was uppli d with new 
by th Bloomington H rald later call d th 111u catin 
Journal. The Fort 1 adi on ourier, :fir t i ued on Jul 
24, 1 41, be ame th Lee aunty Democrat in D mber f 
th ame year and in 1 4 7 b came the Iowa tat man. Th 
Iowa ity Argu , tart d on July 31, 1 41, wa m ro- d in 
1:arch, 1 42, with the Joi a apital R porter, which had 

:fir t appear don D cember 4, 1 41. The Miners' Expr s , 
tarted at Dubuque on u 0 11 t 1, 1841, the Dav nport Ga

zette, which be 0 • n on u 11 t 26, 1 41, th Iowa Democrat 
and Des Moine Ri r Int llig n r, publi h d at I -
o auqua be{Yinning in July, 1 43, the Iowa Tran cript, 
which began at Dubuque in ay, 1 43, the Border Pioneer, 
which wa tarted at Keo auqua in October, 184 , the Iowa 
Morning tar and Keokuk ornm rcial "l'tl es sage, pril 24, 
1 45, the Iowa Argu and Lee aunty Commercial Adver
ti er, al o tarted at eokuk in January 1 46, the De 
Moines Vall y Whig, bernn at K o auqua in July, 1846, th 
Dubuque Tribune, December 21, 1 46, the Keokuk Register, 

4, ewhall 's ketches of Iowa, pp. 67-69; Whitcomb's Abner Kneeland: 
His Relations to Early Io11•a History in the Annals of Iowa (Third eries), 

ol. VI, pp. 340-363. Kneeland di d on August 27, 1 44. 
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fa. 26, 1847, the Iowa entinel open d a Fairfield on 
June 12, 1847, the Iowa Advocate and Ilalf-Breed Journal, 
tarted at fontro on ugu t 16, 1847, and th Western 

Democrat which began publication at ndrew in 1 47 are 
other pap r which were tarted in Io,\ a during the T rri
torial period. ome of the were hort lived. The Bride 
and the Lamb's Wife, which began publication at Buffalo 
in 1 42, and the olporteur, which fir t app ared at Iowa 

it in o ember, 1 44, w re two religion paper in ti
tut d during this period. 4 

It wa Jame G. Edward editor of th Fort Iadi on 
Patriot who on larch 24, 1 3 ted th name 
"Hawke e " a the nickname for th p opl of Iowa.49 It 
wa Edward who printed (in 1 3 ) the fir t volume of law 
i ued from an Iowa printing office. The R evised tatute 
of the Territory of Iowa, 1 42-1 43, compil d by a joint leo-
i lative committee and printed by Hughe and ;\ illiam of 
Iowa it in 1 43, wa the fir t ode of Iowa. 

mong the book about Iowa, the followino- may be bri fly 
mentioned: bel's Travellers and E1nigrant Guide to Wis
consin and Iowa, Philadelphia, 1 3 ; mith' Ob ervations 
on the Wi consin T erritory [contain ten pao-c on Iowa], 
Philadelphia 183 · olton' The Western Toun t and Em
igrant's Guide, ew ork, 1 39; Plumb ' ketche of Iowa 
and Wisconsin t. Loui , 1 39· mith' The We, f<'rn Tour-
i t and Emigrant' Guide [include Iowa] ew T rk, 1 39 
1840 · olton' G1.1,ide for the T erritory of I ou a, 1Cif h a or
rect Map, hawing the Township urvey , ew ork 1 39 
1840 · William ' A Description of the nit d fate Lands 
in Iowa ew ork, 1840; ewhall' ketches of Iowa, or 
the Emigrant's Guide, ewYork, 1 41; ewhall' The Brit-

• The data on newspap r is from a manuscript thesis on early Iowa. n ws
papers by Velma Critz tout. 

49 hambaugh 's The aming of Iowa in The Palimpse t, Vol. V, pp. 371, 
372 (also i sued as a pecial Iowa numb r in May, 1926). 
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ish Emigrant's" Ila11d Book", and Gitide to the ew State 
of America London, 1 44; Barrow, ot on Iowa T rri
tory, incinnati, 1 4 · and whall A. limp e of Iowa in 
1 46 Burlin on Io-, a, 1 46. 

In Ia , 1 41, th r appeared at urlin°ton a pamphl t 
th b -law of th 1a oni Lodo- of Burlington. 

aid to hav been the :fir t fa onic book printed in 
Io a. Th Burlingion lodo- , th old t Ia onic lod e in 
Iowa wa e-ranted a di p n ation b the Ii ouri Gran 1 
Lodo-e, on ov- mb r 20, 1 4:0. It chart r, dated ctob r 
20 1 41 d ignat d it a "D Ioin odg o. 41 ". 
hlan promin nt m n of Iowa belono- d to thi lod 0 ·e and 
John . Bre k nrid ·e wa initiat d b it. Th rand 
Lodo- of Iowa wa or ·aniz d at Iowa ity on January 8, 
1 44.50 

On the 11th of 42, th auk and Fox Indian ' 
reluctant! made a tr din all th ir r emainin lands 
in Iowa to th nit d Th pr i cl to va ate th 
ar a a t of a lin pa in · north an l uth throuo-h d 
Ro k in Iari n ount b Ia 1 1 4 , and to withdraw 
n irel b ond th Mi ouri Riv r b ctob r 11, 1 45. n 

both dat ettl r lined up and ru h d acros th lin a 
oon a the Indian title nded. n the :fifth of Jun , 1 46, 

th Potawatomi Indian i 11ed a tr aiy relinqui hing 
h ir land in outhwe tern Iowa. Th inneba o Indian 

made their :final ion of Iowa land on ctob r 13, 1 46 
!riving up their claim to the n utral ·ound althou h their 
removal wa delay d until 1 4 .51 

It wa on February 6 1 46, that h :formon be an th 
mio-ration aero outh rn Iowa on their Ion · journey to 

alt Lake. 11 that ummer and autumn ox-wagons labor d 

5o Morcom be 's History of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 63- 7, 192 
193. 

51 For references on the removal of Indian tribe from Iowa ee Peter en's 
Two Hundred Topics in Iowa History, pp. 14-19. 
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across outhern Iowa as some 30,000 Mormon emigrants 
moved westward. 52 

The Mexican War began in pril, 1846, and during the 
following summer five hundred of the young men of the 
Mormons then camped at what i now ouncil Bluff en
li ted in the United State rmy. This formon Battalion 
was mu tered into service on July 16, 1846, and served one 
year.53 

On the fifth of May, 1840, Joseph M. treet, Agent for 
the Sauk and Fox Indians, died at the gency and two 
years later on March 15, 1842, Chief Wapello died on a 
hunting trip in Keokuk County and, at his request, wa 
buried beside his white friend at the Agency.54 

meeting was held at Dubuque on March 31, 1838, at the 
call of John Plumbe, Jr., to discu the pos ibility of build
ing a railroad to the Pacific Ocean. Resolutions were 
adopted asking Congress to appropriate money for a sur
vey of a route. In January, 1847, after a preliminary sur
vey had been made by means of a congressional appropria
tion, Plumbe printed an addre s urging the importance of 
the early con truction of a railroad to Or o-on. That 
Plumbe's idea was not con idered beyond reason i evident 
from a statement made by J. H. Colton in The W estern 
Tourist and Emigroot's Guide published in 1839, "It i 
believed that a Rail-Road can be easily constructed to ex
tend from the Mississippi at Du Buque aero the Rocky 
Mountains, to the navigable waters of the olumbia river, 
or to the Pacific ocean".65 

5 2 For the story of the Mormon exodus see Van der Zee 's The Mormon Trails 
in Iowa in THE IOWA JOUR.NAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XII, pp. 3-16. 

53 Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers, Vol. VI, p. 37. 

5 4 Mahan and Gallaher's Stories of Iowa for Boys and Girls, pp. 139-145; 
Gallaher's Indian Agents in Iowa in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND 
POLITICS, Vol. XIV, pp. 367, 3 3. 

55 King's John Plumbe, Originator of the Pacific Railroad, in the Annals of 
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Durino- th lat umm r of 1 , David Dale wen mad 
a g ological r onnai an in owa, p ciall notin the 
min ral land . pr liminar report of thi urvey wa 
publi h d in 1 44 a a go rnm nt docum nt.56 

noth r ienti t who mad a contribution to th knowl
icoll t, who wa mplo ed by the 

F deral go ernm n in topographical work durino- the year 
1 3 until hi dea h on ept mb r 11, 1 43. Hi~ hief con
tribution wa a map of th pp r Ii i ippi Ba in, or
der d printed on February 16, 1 41, and publi h d by the 

nited tate in 1 43, with an explanatory r port. 
In July 1 3 th upr me our of th T rritory of 

Iowa hand d down it .fir t d ci ion. It rul d in th ca e of 
Ralph that a lav wh am to Iowa with th on ent of 
hi own r wa not a fugitiv an ould not b r turn d t 
lavery. 

On ptemb r 2, 1 47, n arl hundr d immigrant 
from Holland arriv d at h it of P Ila, th fir t of th 
di tinct ra ial !rroup to app ar. 57 

ot all event whi h happ ned in Iowa wer con tructiv · 
crime al o oro-anized. Jack on Day ball at Bell vu on 
January , 1 40, wa the occa ion for a killing and th fe 1-
in · ao-ain t an all ged gano- of thi v s becam high that 
on pril 1, 1 40, a pit h d battl , 1..'TI.own a th ' B 11 vu 
War", took plac betw n th h riff of Jack on ounty 
and hi deputi on on ide and William . B wn and hi 
o-ano- on th oth r. t 1 a t i ht m n f 11 in th mel e. 
Thirteen of the bandit wer captured, whipp <l and or
dered to 1 ave the county.5 

Iowa (Third eries), Vol. VI, pp. 2 9-296; Colton's The Western Tourist anil 
Emigrant's Guide, p. 171. In 1 3 , of course the Pacific Coa t was not r c
ognized a being a part of the United tate . 

56 Owen' R port of Geological Exploration of Part of I owa, Wi consin, and 
Illinois. 

57 Van der Zee's The Hollanders of Iowa, p. 73. 

s Reid's Thomas Cox, pp. 122-154. 
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Thi period aw th b ginnin of ev ral important in
du tri in Iowa alth ugh act dat can not be given. 
Lead rninino- ant da d the ttlement of Iowa. !rriculture 
cam with the :fir t pion r . he farmer oon rai cl more 
hoo- than h could u e and th merchant , iiher r iail or 
commi ion, oon b o-an to bu and laught r ho . J. M. 
D. Burrow tarted bu ino- dre ed ho from farm r in 
1 40 and later tarted a' pork hou e" at Dav nport. 

ri tmill and awmill r arl on tructed on the 
r ek and river of Iowa. In addition to the native tim-

ber, loo- were float d down th i i ippi an.cl awed into 
lumber at the riv r town . 

Th cen u of 1 40 °·a e the value of lumber produced in 
Iowa a 50,2 0. n J an.uar 12, 1 39, the Iowa le i latur 
anthoriz dB njarnin to build a dam aero Pin River. 
Fi e other dam wer authoriz d at the am e ion and a 
o·en ral law wa enact d making mill public utiliti and 
re 11lating toll .59 Ao-ricultural fair are aid to have b en 
held in Iowa countie a arly a 1 41 or 1 42. 

Th event m ntion d her ar merely a f w of th thino
which happened in Iowa '' one hundr d ar aero' . fan 
other , qually important perhap , could be !riv n. Go -
ernm nt, relio-ion, education, agricultur , trad , manufac
turin0·, banking, th prof ion all hav ome e ent of in
tere t during th decade from 1 3 to 1 47. hur he , ocial 
groups, school , college , indu trie , ne pap r and lo al 
0 ·overnment may :find notable dat in thi formati, e d c
ade. ommunitie , countie , town hip , muni ipaliti may 
ha e entennial am1i er arie durino- then xi ten y ar . 

Hi tory i not mer ly a knowl do-e of date nam , and 
plac ; it i an under tandino- of the trend of human lif . 

omehow, whether by a Divin Providence, chanc , or hu
man de ign, the activitie of men and worn n w ave a pat-

59 Laws of the T erritory of Iowa, 1 3 -1 39, pp. 337-346. 
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t rn whi h ontinu om of th d i ns of th pa t and 
proj t i lf into th futur . Happy ar th p opl , h 
inh rit a pa t f on tru ti a ii it , a hio-h tandard of 
moral nd int lli 0 • n an ad quat uppl i
ti of lif , and loft id 1 of p a , ju ti , o ial r pon-
ibiliti and o .. p rativ ff rt. The r ord of owa on 

hundre o- far to ~plain th I wa of toda . 
Ev n the j alou i th politi al battl , th h rta h , the 
hard work, and th lack of m di al and cl ntal ar had a 
part in the pictur f Iowa a 

H who on id r n t th pa t, blind' int the fu-
tur . It i w 11 tha w pau e to honor the pion er wh 

ta bli h d our go T rnm n tart d our hool , organiz rl 
our chur he built ur horn and mill , b gan 
our indu tri and ma l farm· out of the prairi who 
found a wild rn an l 1 ft b hind th m a ommonw alth. 
It i ev n mor important tha i w o- t a 1 ar p p tive of 
the complicated in ri at and v r han ino- pait rn which 
i the hi tor of Iowa. hat mor :fitting iim for uch a 
, urv y than th cent nnial anniv r ari whi h o cur dur
in o- the next ten ar . 
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