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In 17 Julien Dubuqu , a Frenchman, ettled on the ite 
now named for him, where he made the fir t attempt to 
mine the abundant lead on the west side of the fi i ippi 
River. Dubuque died in 1 10, howe er, and after hi death 
variou attempt were mad to mine the rich ore of 1 ad, 
but each attempt wa thwart d by the United tates troop 

tationed at Fort rawford. ot till 1 32 wa the Black 
Hawk Pur cha e Treaty con luded, by which a stretch of 
land 1 ing we t of the Ii i ippi wa tran f rred to the 
public domain of the ~it d tate . Th actual tran fer, 
however, did not become ffe ti until June 1, 1833, when 
the fir t white ettlement of Iowa wa permitt d although 
the land wa not 1 gally on ale and open to ettl ment. 

White ettler aero the ri er in al na, Illinoi , bad 
for the pr viou e eral year been eking to min the lead 
around Dubuqu . Th al na ettlement was so clo ly r -
lated to Dubuqu and the fir t Iowa settlement n the p­
per Ii i ippi that it tory is almo t a part of Iowa hi -
tory. Thi i e pecially true in tracino- the influence of on­
gregationali m on the ultural development of Iowa. But 
thi tory ha it root further back-in ew England. 

In 17 7, he year b fore Dubuque t led on th pper 
Mi i ippi, th Rev rend fana h utl r, a onn cticut 

ong-regationalist, began acti e work for the cultural devel­
opm nt of the orthwe t Territory. utler wa a typical 

ew England ongre ·ational mini ter. Born in onnecti­
cut in 1742, he graduated from al · at the ag of tw nty­
three with the ame keen intere i in science that had char-
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acterized Jonathan Edwards. He early felt a desire to 
study the unknown we t, but delayed hi we tern trip for 
want of opportunity, and instead tudied law and taught 
school. In 1768 he received the degree of Ma ter of Arts at 
Yale and spent the next two year studying theology. In 
1770 he began his long career as a Congregational minister, 
at the same time serving in the R volutionary War, tudy­
ing medicine, botany, a tronomy, and literature. 

In the early 1780 's "the west" ab orbed his attention. 
He believed, contrary to the opinion of many, that it held a 
great future. In 1786 he helped form the Ohio Company 
and the next year helped draft the Ordinance of 1787. This 
Ordinance marked the beginning of the territorial system 
of government in the United tate and created the great 

orthwe t Territory from which the pioneers were eventu­
ally to realize Cutler' dream and go even beyond the Mis­
sissippi. Cutler was influential in ecuring the provision 
forbidding· slavery in the orthwest Territory, the ConITe­
gational Church having followed the Quakers in early de­
nunciation of slavery in the United State . 

Finally, in 1788, utler came as far we ta Ohio, where 
be promoted colonization and made the fir t archaeological 
survey of Indian mounds. The next year Yale recognized 
his pioneer work in science, politics, and relio-ion, bestow­
ing on him the deo-ree of Doctor of Law . He was there­
upon elected to all the learned societies of his day, but he 
never forgot his main purpose - to promote the cau e of 
religion and education in the west. This double character­
istic of Congreo-ationalism should never be lost sio-ht of: it 
ought to under tand the working of God in nature as well 

a in Biblical revelation. 
But 1anasseh Cutler was de tined to spend hi life 

mainly in Ma achusetts. It wa hi part to inspire and to 
how the way to others. The ew England churche , 
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awakened b him to the po ibilitie f the unknown we t, 
earl b gan to la plan and mean for the pr ad of reli­
gion and it handmaid, ulture. To this end they formed 
·ariou ocieti , which, aue-m nted by th pr a hing of 

Jonathan Edward and it field, to()' ther with 
the lethodi t mo ment, w re to pr to be hi torically 
and culturall of the fir t importan e. ◄ arly in lif 

h utl r took from ir()'il hi motto for life: Felix, 
qi1,i potuit rerwn cogno cere cau as. nd th fir t pione r 
Pre b terian and on°T 0·ationali t who ame to Iowa 
brought a background in both the cla ic and the Bibl . 
It i partl becau e of thi that Iowa, althou0·h h r pre nt 
chool tern i no better than that of man another tat , 

boa t today that he i the mo t literate tat in the 
n1on. 
The ew En()'land church u uall thought of a on-

gre0·a ional w re in part Pr b terian. The di r nee la 
not in doctrine but in go ernment. Th on()'re0·ational 
churches exemplified pur d mocrac , whil the Pre by­
t rian form of government wa a r pr entativ d mocracy. 
But the onO're0·ational and Pre b t rian hurch work d 
in complete harmon. in r O'ard to th ir r p n ibilit in 
"the we t '. 

In 1774 the G neral ciation of oncrre ational 
hurche of onn cticut b ()'an under fanas h utler' 

guidance to plan to end mini t r into the " ettlement 
now formin()' to the w tward and north e tward ". In 
17 9 the fir t General embl of th ._, Presbyterian 

hurch in merica join d it urpo e with that already 
xpre ed b the onoT ational hurch. Thi rune year 

the two church united their £fort for home mi ion . In 
1 0 the Plan of nion brought about cooperative union, 
wh re y the e two eat religiou bodie wer not only to 
E>xt nd r li ·ion and culture into the whol nited tates, 
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but also to prophe y the day when America hould have a 
nited Church. 
Jonathan Edwards, the younger, founder of Congrega­

tional churches and Pre ident of nion College, propo ed 
the Plan of Union for the we tern mi ionary work, while 
sitting as a delegate in the General embly of the Pre -
byterian hurch. The plan permitted ministers of either 
denomination to serve a pa tors in either Presbyterian or 

on regational churche . ratu Kent, the earlie t ap-
pointee to reach Iowa under the new plan, wa a Pre by­
terian, but he founded a lono- li t of on regational 
churches and ongregational colleg a well a many 
Pre byterian churches. The exact number, unfortunately, 
can not be determined, but he wa in trumental in forming 
organization in practically all the pioneer ettlement 
alono- the Upper 1:i i ippi. When fana eh Cutler died 
in 1 23 his a piration had been fulfilled. 

CO GREGATIO ALISM A D EARLY ETTLE iE T ALO G 
THE MI I IPPI 

y the year 182 the alena ttlement had reached uch 
proportion that letter a kin for church worker were 
sent to the m rican Hom fi ionary o iety which had 
been formed in 1826 with h adquarters in Bo ton. 

Th first and most important reque t i contained in the 
following letter written in 1 2 b hri topher R. Robert,1 
a Galena pioneer, to the Re r nd Dr. Pet r then ecre­
tary of the American Home fi ionar ociety: 

Galena i ituated on the we t bank of Fever River, (proper 
name, Rivier au Fievre,) three mile ea t of the '.Ii i ippi, be­
tw en 42 deo-. 30 min. and 43 deo-. orth latitude. It ha not yet 
b n d termined whether it i ju t without the northern boundary 
of Illinoi or not. It i not, however, far from the line. The num-

1 The writer ia indebted to the R vcrend Frederick T. Per on for permis­
sion to quote this letter. 

( 
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ber of inhabitants is estimated to be from 1200 to 1500; the former 
is probably the most accurate.- It is suppo ed two-thirds of them 
have emigrated hither from various parts of the . and the re­
mainder from Ireland - the la t are mo tly Catholic - the other , 
who profe to be anything, are variou ; but it i thought that a 
majority of them would prefer a clergyman of the Pre byterian 
denomination. 

Every steamboat brings large number , and it is thought by the 
month of July the number will be increased to near, if not quite, 
1,000. 

There are none of the xternal or public means of grace here, 
either in town or country. There was at one period a Catholic 
prie t here, and la t summer a 1ethodi t clergyman for a short 
time. I have been much occupied since my arrival, and have not 
yet been out in the country, and but little about my town. But 
you can readily imagine what the situation of the people must be, 
in a moral and religious point of view, from what I have now said. 
The ab bath i not much regarded in the village; the miners do not 
generally work on that day-I fear, not out of re 0 ard to it. 

The number of familie in the village i estimated at 100 to 150; 
the number of children i mall in proportion; I am told, not ex­
ceeding fifty. There is no chool here at pre ent. There was one 
la t summer of about thirty cholars. 

I am informed there are a number of p r o in the village who 
are de irou of having a clergyman settled here. There i no place 
of public wor hip yet erected; though the ubject of erecting one 
ha been in agitation for ome time. But no mea ure have been 
taken to accompli h it. There are some few pious per ons in the 
place, and a number of others friendly to religion, who, I have no 
doubt, if they had a en ible, judicious clergyman to advi e and 
in truct them, would be di po ed to co-operate in any measure cal­
culated to improve the condition of the people. 

There i a ub cription now in circulation to raise a upport for 
a clergyman. Two name are down for $125 ; and a far a I can 
judge there will be enough rai ed to upport a man one year, at 
lea t. 

There will be a difficulty in obtaining a proper place for meet­
ing , as the house are mo t of them built of log and very mall. 
But it i thou 0 ht thi difficulty may b3 overcome by erecting a 
temporary building, which could b done in a hort time. 
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I need ay nothing to impre upon your mind the importance of 
thi field for the preaching of the go pel. The pre ent population is 
mall to what it will be in a few year . The whole country east of 

the Mi i ippi, from the mouth of the Rock river to the Oui consin, 
i full of lead ore, and from what I learn, the xcavations have but 
ju t begun.- You can form ome idea of the rapid growth of the 
country from the fact that two year ince the population of this 
place did not exceed fifty ouls. 

I am diffident in expre ing an opinion a to the requi ite quali­
fications of the minister whom you may end to thi field; but from 
your knowledge of the character of the people you will doubtle s 
think it de irable to send one of ome age and experience in the 
mini try. 

In re iding here, a per on mu t undergo much privation for a 
few year , or until the country become more ettled. Ilis fare 
must be plain much of the time alt provi ions, and few or none of 
the luxurie of life. The climate, in the country, i healthy; and 
the village cannot be called unhealthy but like mo t newly ettled 
place , i subject to fever and ague, and biliou fever in the autumn. 

The first man to re pond to the call of Galena wa ratus 
Kent 2 a graduate of Yale, and a pupil of the great Timothy 
Dwight. Dwight, equall famou as theologian, man of let­
ter , and President of ale, trained hi pupil in a theology 
which could meet infidelity and vulgarit of the frontier. 
Kent was commis ioned in 1arch, 1 29, by the American 
Ii sionary ociety, working under the Plan of nion. 
In 1831 the Reverend a Turner came from Quincy, 

Illinois, where he was actino- a ornrregational mi ionary, 
to vi it Kent at Galena. omm ntino· on thi i it in 1 83 
the Reverend Julius . R ed wrote : '' Thi wa before the 
Black Hawk war, and while the whol country north of 
1issouri and west of the fi si ippi wa in the undi turbed 

possession of the Indians, and what i now known as Iowa 
was a part of issouri Territory.'' Mr. Reed then pro­
ceeded to tell of his own introduction to what i now Iowa: 

2 Kent s story bas been told in The Palimpsest, January, 1937. 

( 
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'It wa about the fir t da of June 1 33, that I aw the 
Black Hawk urcha e, a ea tern Iowa wa then call d, for 
the first, and a I then suppo ed, the la t ime, a I rod 
down the ea t bank of the hli si ippi from ommerce, now 

auvoo, pa t the tore in ontebello where, le s than three 
ears afterward , I preached m fir t home mi ionar. 
ermon.'' 3 

In 1 33, after the Black Hawk Purcha e became ffectiv , 
legal ettlement by the white pioneer took place. The 
Re erend ratu Kent at once cro ed the fi i ippi and 
beo-an work in ubuque. t thi, time Dubuque i repre-
ented by all contemporar account a a peculiarly God­

le s ountr . Th fir t settlers came to mine lead, hoping 
to make quick and ea mone . 

K nt urged Turner to return to Iowa as a missionary 
/ and the latter complied. Fortunately we have his story a. 

told by Reed: 

In fay, 1 36, fr. Turner then pa tor of he ongregational 
church at Quincy, Ill., and Rev. William Kirby, pa tor of the Con­
gregational church at f ndon, Ill., made a mi ionary tour in the 
Black Hawk Purcha e. The we tern line of the Purchase com­
menced near the outhwe t corner of an Buren county passed 
through Fairfield. we t of Brighton and a hington and east of 
Io, a ity, to a point on the edar river about east of olon, thence 
near ft. Vernon, a t of farion and Independence, to the outh 
line of the eutral Land at a point about twelve miles due we t of 
Fay tte. Th northern boundary wa nearl a traight line from 
the la t mentioned point to the Painted Rock on the Ii i sippi 
above fcGregor. Th e brethren cro ed the river at Ft. Madi on, 
when fr. Turner preached the fir t ermon preached in Iowa by a 

ongregationali t.4 They went to armino-ton by way of West 
Point. There wa at that time scarcely any travel from the Missi -

s Reed I Reminiscences of Early Congregationalism in Iowa (Grinnell, 1885), 
p. 3. 

• Aratus Kent was a Presbyterian, working for the nited Church under the 
Plan of nion of 1 01. The Galena people requested a Presbyterian. 
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sippi aero the country to the De Moine . Two years later the 
ettlers could tell you that a certain dim track was the territorial 

road to Farmington, but could tell you nothing about it beyond 
their own neighborhood. Of cour e they lo t their way, and at 
nightfall found themselve with no ettlement in ight and the road 
plunging into a wide prairie where, ten year later, there wa no 
hou e for t n miles. Providentially they aw a ingle wagon tract 
[ ic] turning into the gra s in the direction of a point of timber. 
This track they followed while they could ee it, and afterward 
pu hed their way at a gallop in the ame direction. ome animal 
prang up almo t beneath their hor e ' feet; they hoped it was a 

calf, probably it wa a wolf, but oon they heard the barking of a 
dog, which led them to the camp of a Mr. Green who wa living 
with hi family in his wagon and an open shed, while preparing a 
better helter. Thi wa at the edge of the timber back of Bona­
parte. The corn of which their bread wa made wa on the cob at 
their arrival. After preaching at Farmington they pa ed on their 
way to Burlington, a mile and a half ea t of Denmark, past Mr. 

onaro' re idence, where the road from Den.mark to Ft. Madison 
and from Burlington to We t Point cro sed ach other. Ir. Turner 
may have admired the clump of hickorie which stood there, but 
that naked, uninhabited prairie wa forgotten a oon as it was 
pa ed; but with what an earne t gaze would he have canned it 
had he foreknown that he wa there to do hi life' work, and love 
it better than any other place on earth. The e brethren preached 
at Burlington and Yellow pring and pas ed through Blooming­
ton, now Mu catine, and Davenport, where two or three thousand 
Indian were encamped, up to J. B. hamberlain 's on the bank of 
the Mi i ippi, eight miles above Davenport, at the mouth of Crow 
creek, where 1r. Turner preached the econd prote tant ermon 
preached in cott county. On their return they cro ed Rock river 
near Milan at a deep ford, and at unset found them elve on the 
outh bank quite wet, and ten mile from the fir t hou e on their 

route. well-beaten road led to Ft. Edward at War aw, but their 
road, which branched from it was dim and they pas ed it, un een 
in the dark. fter riding more than thirty mile they reached, 
toward morning, a cabin where ew Bo ton now tand . There 
were ixteen in it already, but a log cabin i never full, and, by 
pu hing and crowding, room wa made for our tired traveler . It 
wa now aturday, and fr. Turner had promi ed to preach at 
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Yellow Springs on the next day. For some reason he could cro s 
the Mi si ippi only by a canoe, and Yellow Springs was :fifteen 
miles away. With his saddle-bags on his arm he crossed the river 
and started on foot through the grass in the hot sun. His night's 
exposure told upon him and he was obliged to leave his saddle­
bags hanging on a tree. This was the beginning of Congregational 
missionary work in the Black Hawk Purchase. 

While these brethren were absent on thi tour the pioneers of 
Denmark came to Montebello, Ill. They were Deacon Timothy Fox, 
Lewis Epps, Curtis Shedd, Samuel Houston and Edward A. Hills. 
After examining several localities in Adams and Hancock county, 
lli., they visited the Purchase and returned in a few days saying 
they had secured claims about two and a half miles from Augusta. 
The first name of their settlement was "The Haystack", origi­
nating from the large haystack which was the joint property of 
the colonists. That name had a rea.son, which, I fancy, cannot be 
said of its present name. [i. e., Denmark] 5 

In October, 1836, Congregationali m took a firm foothold 
in the southeastern part of Iowa with the coming of the 
Reverend William P. Apthorp who located first at Fort 
Madison as a home missionary under the United Board of 
Home Missions supported by both the Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches. The "Haystack" pioneers invited 
him to preach for them and this settlement was added to 
his other stations. Soon he was preaching in turn at all the 
pioneer settlements in that part of Iowa. For a short time 
in 1837 he taught at the Mission Institute at Quincy, Illi­
nois, but soon returned to Fort Madison, Iowa. On his re­
turn to Iowa, he again took charge of the congregation at 
"Haystack" which by that time had changed its name to 
Denmark. 

About this time Denmark began active communication 

s Reed's Reminiscences of Early Congregatforralism in Iowa, pp. 3, 4. 
Reed's account gives perhaps the best picture in existence of the eastern part 
of Iowa in 1836. It also gives the reason for the earlier name for Denmark, 
'' Big Haystack''. The writer is also indebteil to the Reverend Frederick T. 
Persons for material on this subject. 



190 IOWA JOUR L 0]1 HI TORY A D POLITIC 

with the Quaker settlement at alem, ome twenty mile to 
the west. Salem had been founded in 1835 by Friends who 
had come mainly from the arolina , via Ohio and Indiana, 
because of their pronounced abolitioni t conviction . Al­
most at once they established an nderground Railway, 
receiving at the alem tation larg·e number of fugitive 
slaves who cro sed the De Moine River from then , 
Missouri, to Croton on the Iowa side. In this movement 
the Quakers and the ew England ongregationali t 
worked in harmony, Denmark being the next station beyond 

alem on the road to anada and freedom. pthorp' in­
tere twas aroused. He, too, believed lavery to be a irreat 
evil, and he believed the west could olve the problem. He 
accordingly came back to Iowa to upply the Fort 1adi on 
community and neighboring settlement that pref erred a 
Congregational minister. pthorp thus became the fir t (. 
re ident Congregational mini ter in Iowa. 

It wa the custom of the early pioneer mi ionarie to 
report back to Bo ton the condition of the frontier station . 
Fortunately Apthorp' report, written from Fort Madi on 
in March, 1838, has been preserved. This letter i of im­
portance for a student of the early cultural hi tory of Iowa. 
It gives a vivid picture of the actual conditions and al o of 
the hopes of the pioneer Congregational leaders. Thi let­
ter, now for the fir t time publi hed in toto, is a follows : 

Fort Madi on March 7, 1 38 
Rev. Milton Badger 
A i t ect. A. H. M. 
Rev & dear Sir, 

Your letter of Dec. 27 authori ing me to draw for the amount 
pledged me la t year, was received a week or two since. The receipt 
of it gave me much atisfaction, not merely by releiving [ ic] me in 
a mo t timely, & even unexpected manner, but also a affording 
evidence that your most useful Society wa recovering in a mea ure 
at least, from the shock of the times. In accordance with the in-
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truction contained in it, I have drawn for $256. Deducting, as 
e plained in my last, 24 for board la t year, & $20 promised me at 
Denmark to be paid a oon a it can be collect d. I have not made 
any application at fadi on for money, a under pre ent circum-
tanc it do not m to be expedient. If I continue to preach 

there thi year I hall propo e to them to ay how much they will 
aO'ree to rai e toward my upport. church is to be organized as 
oon a mini terial help can be obtained, which it is hoped will be in 

a few , eek . Th mini t r who were appointed to organi e 
churche in thi T rritory, did not come on account of a death in 
the family of on of them. They have been written to to request 
th m to come form a church if po ible. Thing ar improving 
her . ur meeting are fuller than they w re, and [although the 

'.Cethodi t have the advantaO'e in ome respects, yet] 6 I think the 
pro pect of a [ ongreO'ational] Pre byterian hurch are [full a ] 
favorable. fr. Edward , the former editor of the Ill. Patriot, ha 
left Jack onville, & t up hi pl'e in fadi on, with fair pro pect 
- h ha been an elder, & hi cominO' make the forming of a 
church practicabl , he & hi wife are a great acce ion to the place 
- he is our ab. chool up rintend nt, & it flouri he well under 
hi care - hi wife i very active in promo ling fem ale prayer me t­
m ever good thing in her ph re. I tru t thi year will wit-

the erection of a hou e for a chool hou meetin()' . 
t Denmark a [ ongregational] church i to be organi ed, with 

the leave of Providence, the la t abbath in May, with the help of 
Br Turner from Quincy. Thi would have been done in the fall, 
but for Mr. Turner's b in()' prevented from coming at the tim 
appointed. They have alway had a Bihl cla among thems Ive , 
and thi pring a abbath chool for the younger portion will be 
commenced. They have rai ed a frame for a meeting & school hou e, 
but will not have it covered till ome time thi prin . Friday 
evening prayer meeting was attempted thi winter, which I had to 
ride 5 mile to attend; but the in ten e cold together with ome of 
the people being away at work on a saw mill, after a few meetings 
rendered it impracticable. 

I have not done anything toward applying for a new commi ion, 
on account of the pre ent circumstances in both my place . When 

6 The words and phrase of this report given in bracket were written by 
Rev. W. P. Apthorp but were later for some unknown reason cro sed through 
with a pen. 
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churches are organised, & things become somewhat settled, it will be 
easier to decide whether a new commission will be necessary, & if 
so, for what amount. I consider it very doubtful, in case I continue 
to preach at these two places [which at present is probable altho it 
may be otherwise] whether a new commission will be required­
at all events, the sum needed will be small. If possible I shall get 
on without it. Denmark of itself ought to support a minister very 
speedily : & Madison may be expected to do something considerable 
towards it, altho it is true, that in this country, money can be 
raised much easier for other objects than for ministers' salaries. 

The country on this side the river is rapidly filling up. There 
are many towns growing up within a small circuit - Burlington, 
20 miles up the river, which is the seat of Territorial government, 
is an important place. The Methodists have chiefly occupied it, yet 
there are Presbyterians there, who want & need the Gospel for 
them elves, & to form a new point of influence for those around -
there is much vice there of course - but the population is improv­
ing in a moral respect as I have heard. A Presbyterian minister 
would probably find it a hard place to labor but perseverance 
would be rewarded in the end. (I have heard since that Mr. Bell 
preaches at Burlington as often as his health permits.) West Point, 
10 miles west from Madison, which contended with M. for the 
county seat, is another important place. There is a Presbyterian 
Church there of some 15 or more members, & but few of other 
denominations - they were expecting a minister to come to them 
from Illinois, but none as yet has gone there. [ or do I suppose 
any will come from Illinois] . .Augusta 10 miles north from M. is at 
present small, but being situated on [Skunk or rather] Manitou 
river, at a fine mill seat, is sure to grow to a large place; it has at 
present no preaching; [ except it be by the Methodist once a month 
- it is full of all iniquity.] Montrose 10 miles down the river, has 
a beautiful location, & may not improbably become a considerable 
place; they have no preaching. Further west are various other 
towns rising up, as Bentons Port on the Des Moines, New Balti­
more on the Manitou, Washington, &c. &c. These are all destitute 
of the Gospel except so far as occasionally the Methodist circuit 
preacher visits them. There are quite a number of Campbelites in 
this neighborhood, but I have not heard of any preachers, except 
one or two who came over last summer from lliinois & preached a 
few times. They had a meeting in Madison; where there are sev-
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ral of that ct. e have in :Madi on e ery variety of characters 
- hri tian moral men • votarie of fal e doctrine & un­
believer in any; many who negl ct religion alto"'ether and ome 
who avowedly oppo e it - bu the number of the better cla · in­
crea the moral pro p ct of the place I think are very encour­
aging· the improv ment ince la t ar at this time i very gr at. 
The people come from all par . 

Denmark i a w England town & h all the characteri tic of 
one. It will be I tru t an important moral , even lit rary centre 
to thi Territory. It i much to b hoped that their college may 
ucceed - it i to commence a a common chool, , the fund are to 

be rai ed from town proper y given to it. If the town hould not 
grow much, th value of thi will of cour e be mall. They ar ex­
pecting a w 11 qualified teacher to come from r. Hampshire this 
year who i al o a preacher. 

I remain with much re pect, 
Your in the o pel 

m P. pthorp 7 

illiam pthorp, th writ r of thi. 1 tter, had had 
the ame training a ratu ent. H c a born in 

J:a a hu tt , on 1far h 23 1 06 and r iv d the d gr e 
of Bachelor of rt from ale in 1 29 tw 1 ear aft r 
the death of the great Timoth Dwi ·ht, who had trained 
Kent for hi pion er work. But Dwi'>'ht spirit yet ruled 

ale in th und ro-raduate year of pthorp. Dwi ht a 
ongr ·ational mini t r, had at in 1793 a a d legate in 

the embl of the Pr b terian hurch. Dwio-bt 
1 r c inng r cognition alon with Jonathan d-
ward bi randfath r. Both w r cienti t. , m n of let-
t r , coll o- pr id nt and philo 011her . wight wa 
al o a po t and recefr d much prai e from hi ngli h con­
t mporary \\ illiam owper. It wa in the modifi d al-

ini m of wi ht that pthorp wa trained. 

7 The writer i permitted to quote this letter through the kindness of Pro­
fes or .Matth w pinka, managing editor of Church H istory. Grateful ac 
knowledgm nt i here made. The Apthorp let'. r was addre ed to Rev. Milton 
Badg r, a 150 .. Ta au t., ew York. 
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Filled with a de ire to erve on the frontier, Apthorp 
studied theology at both ndo er and Princeton that he 
might rep re ent faithfully two of the great pioneering 
churche , the ongTegational and the Pre byterian. After 
being ordained by the Harmony ociation in Mas achu­
setts in pril, 1836, he set out for the e t. Hi fir t two 
year work he summed up in the f amou report quoted 
above but no on.gr gational church had yet been founded 
in Iowa. 

Thi came about, howe er, two month after pthorp' 
report had been received at Bo ton. On ~Iay 5, 1 3 , the 
Congregational hurch at Denmark wa organized. The 
Dubuque church, pon ored by Kent, did not become Con­
gregational till the next ear, 1 39. The Denmark church at 
it organization, the re ult of pthorp work, had thirty­
two member who repre nted every ew England tate 
except Rhode I land. Th latter tate wa repre ented in 
th congregation but the repre entalive apparently held a 
th ory of bapti m which made actual member hip in the 

ono-r 0 ·ational Chur h impo ible. 
The rticles of Faith adopted by the Denmark church 

repre ent the theology of Dwight which ma today be read 
in hi publi hed ennons and in hi famou Theology E x­
plained and Defended. 

Bri fly put, the article were a follow . The Bible i 
the in pired word of God; God exi t in three per on ; man 
i fallen and can be redeem d only throug·h the death of 
J e u hri t · and the work of the pirit i e ential in re­
o·eneration. '' ati fyino- evidence of hri tian character'' 
wa the condition of member hip and the added, ' 'the u e 
o and traffic in ardent pirit , xcept for mechanical, chem­
ical, and acramental purpo e , i in our ·dew in on i tent 
with hri tian character. " 8 

s Reed' Reminiscences of Early Congregationali5m in Iowa, p. 6. Reed' 
original report wa made available to the writer through Rev. Frederick T. 
Person . 



I 

C GREG TI ALI MI E RLY IOW 195 

Wherever CongT gationali m or Pre byteriani m went, 
colleges were found d where the sci nee , mathematic , and 
literature flouri hed. The story of the Denmark cademy, 
to which pthorp alluded in hi r port, i too well known 
to bear r petition. in alem, th fir t college at Den­
mark wa organized in the church building and held cla ses 
there. The cultural life of the pioneer wa e pecially 
heighten d b the coming of the Iowa Band in 1 43, and 
their founding in 184 of Iowa ollege at Da en port which 
wa moved to Grinnell in 1859 and later renamed Grinn 11 

olleo-e. Until 1 56 there were no high chool in Iowa, 
and higher education was provided for and :financed by the 
religious bodie of the tate. ithout the churche , Iowa 
would have had no early coll ge . Timothy Dwio-ht wa 
within the bound of truth when he declared that in:fideL 
and athei t were far le concerned about the moral and 
ocial welfare of their re pective comm 1: nitie than were 

the hristian . 

IOWA CITY O GREG TION LI M 

In hi report of 1 3 Rev. W. P. pthorp refer to 
"Burlington . . . which is the eat of territorial gov­
ernment' . The Territorial law-making bod sat at Burl­
ino-ton from 1 3 until 1 41 when ii wa tran ferred to 
Iowa ity. Thi brought the :fir t ongregational familie 
to the new settlement hewed out of the wildern the pre-
cedino- year. 

Th e tabli hment of th Iowa ity ongreo-ational 
Church and its attendant stor may erve to repre nt the 
typical ongregational church of earl Iowa and it contri­
bution to Iowa' cultural life. The Iowa City church al o 
illu trate the re ult of the early r lation hip of the Con­
gregational and Pre byterian bodi r sultin from the 
Plan of nion which began in 1 01. 



196 row A JOUR AL OF HI TORY D POLITI 

The pioneer commi ioner who planned Iowa ity built 
better than they knew. They et a ide four half block to 
be u ed a ite for churche , and thi provi ion wa con­
firmed by the Territorial LeO'i lative A embly meeting in 
Jul , 1 40. The father wanted the city built without delay, 
and tipulated that an denomination might claim free one­
half a block provided it rected a church building in ide of 
three ears. The etho<li t Epi copal, niver ali t, Ro­
man atholic, and 1ethodi t Prote tant 0 Toup accepted, 
and complied with the provi ion of the o-rant. 

During the 1840 s pioneer immigrant pour d into Iowa 
in ever increa ing numb r . Among the e pioneer were 
man ongregationali t . They found for the mo t part 
fell ow hip with th w chool Pre b terian hurch, or­
ganized in 1 41. Thi church continued the tradition of 
cooperation with the ongTegationali t , although the 
union of omrregationali t and Pre byterian in the 
American i ionary ociety had been di olved in 1 37. 

n ac ount of the founding of thi Pre byterian Church 
and the emer 0 • nee of the ongreo-ational hurch wa given 
b athan H. Brainerd in a paper which he read in 1 1 at 
the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniver ary of the found­
ing of the ongregational hurch. 

A long time ago the great Pre byterian body plit apart, on 
point of doctrine and phase of the slavery que tion. The larger 
and mo t con ervative body took the name of "Old chool" while 
the liberal ection took the name of '' Tew chool. '' Thi latter 
party was in full accord with the Congregationali ts on both of 
the e controverted que tion . In 1817 thi ew chool body united 
with the Congregationali t in forming the merican Home Mis-
ionary ociety, for carrying the go pel to the new ettlement ex­

tending we tward, and thu the work of the e two denominations in 
that society wa very clo ely intermingled. The we tward march of 
the e ettlement was o rapid that by 1 40 they had reached and 
cro d the Mi i ippi river, and were flowing over the prairies of 
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Iowa. Of cour e the e denominations, working together in this 
ociety could not work on di tinctly denominational line , but must 

organize churche under either form of church polity. The result 
proved that the denomination ith the mo t elaborate church ma­
chinery had a great advantage in ecuring practical re ults - that 
while the ongregationali ts furni hed far the larger share of the 
fund the Presbyterian ecured far more than their fair share of 
the organized churche . 

But more than thi wa again t our church polity here in the 
We t. The leading ongr gationali ts of ew England di trusted 
their own polity among the new ettlemen . They found it all 
riaht at home in ew England, '\\hen they could keep watch and 
ward over it and lay a band upon it at any tim . 

But on the prairie they regarded it a a kind of wild asses' colt, 
which could not be tru ted with it freedom, but mu t be in ecclesi­
astical harne that would keep it in prop r re traint, and the 
Pre b. brethren had uch harne always at hand ready to clap on 
and land the weakling safe in the fold of Pre bytery. 

ince our Home Mis ionary ociety became distinctively Con­
gregational it ha found the ffect of that early folly a mighty 
barrier to the ucce s of it work in the great orth est. 

About 1 40 the Home Mi . oc 'y. began to take notice of the 
new Capital of Iowa, and a church wa gathered here. Rev. Julius 

. Reed, of ble ed memory, told me the church here wa to have 
been organized as a Cong. church and the day for the organization 
fixed and the council called to consummate the work, but just be­
fore the time set a great flood came over the country, and a the 
tream were not bridaed it wa impo ible for the member to get 

here and o that council was not held, and before any further 
action wa taken Rev. Dr. Wood came here and manipulated it 
into a N w chool Pre b. church. Thi wa exceedingly unfortu­
nate. . . . The Pre b. already had one church here older and 
. tronger than thi , which took mo t of the Pre b. who came here, 
while the Congregationali t , havina no church home of their own, 
cattered among the different churches, and were lost to their de­

nomination. During 1 55 & 6 a large number of ongregational­
i t came from the Ea t to Iowa ity. Mo t of the e held aloof 
from member hip with any church in the hope of omething better. 
I came here in fay 1856 . . . and the formation of a Congre­
gational church was di cu d among us. 
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There was one man, J. W. Stow, with considerable means and 
great energy and rare social qualities, who took the lead in the 
movement. We held regular prayer meetings at his house Sunday 
evenings, and gradually developed and consolidated our strength. 
We called a pastor from Mass., Rev. Thos. Morong,9 who com­
menced work with us before our church was organized. Having no 
house of worship of our own we occupied the Universalist church, 
and there Nov. 26th, 1856, we organized the 1st Cong. Church of 
Iowa City, by council. The next day we installed our pastor by the 
same council. 

We saw little pro pect of permanent success without a hou e of 
worship of our own, but felt unable to erect one by ourselves alone. 
We sent Mr. l\forong east to ecure aid from there, but he soon 
reported the eastern cows were milked dry, and would give down 
little to him. Having failed in his object he did not wish to return, 
and we were without a pastor. We secured a fr. Hutchinson for a 
time, and then Rev. W.W. Allen, of Keokuk. He had been pastor 
of a Baptist church there, but had committed the unpardonable sin. 
While by chance in a Presb. church when communion was erved 
he partook with them, and for this his Bapti t brethren cast him 
out. He was an excellent man and did us good service for nearly 
three years. 

The terrible financial crash of 1 57 truck us hard. Our mem­
bers, being mostly new comers, not well e tablished in bu iness, 
were gradually leaving the city. Others, seeing no pro pect for the 
success of our church, united with other churches, but a remnant 
remained, hoping against hope, worshiping with other churches but 
uniting with none, held together by the ties of the ble sed memory 
of communion and fellowship with the choice spirits of our church, 
which had so nearly vanished from sight, but still to memory dear. 

According to a report by Dr. J. W. Healy in 1876 10 the 
Iowa City Congregational Church, in 1863, considered it elf 
definitely disbanded. He said, quoting one of the older 

9 The account of Mr. Morong and the struggle of these years of the Congre· 
gational Church has been told by Rev. J. S. Heffner in his History of the 
Congregational Church of Iowa City in THE IOWA JOlJR.NAL OF HISTORY AND 

POLITICS, Vol. XV (1917), pp. 70-112. 

10 Healy 's History of the Congregational Church in the Iowa City Repub• 
lican, August 2, 1876. 
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m mber · '' f ter a aried e:xi tenc of om ight y ar , it 
died and wa buri d. . . . i h its bone were buried 
many hope , man pl a ant anticipation , and all it evil 
a ociation . There w re preserved of it but hallowed mem­
orie of the pa t friend hip that will la t through this life, 
and, we tru t, run forward into the eternal." Only tw lve 
member wer left, and Dr. H al comments: "Ilad it not 
b en for their trong and steadfa t adherence to the prin­
ciple of the Ia flower, in all probability, this church 
would never ha been born, or lived its decennial life.'' 
Dr. Healy con idered that the First ongregational hurch 
had thu cea ed to xi t. Later, a we shall see, the que -
tion was to ari e a to the hi toric continuity of ongrega­
tionalism in Iowa City. 

ot till Jul , 1 66, wa there a definite agitation for a 
reorganization of the Congregational hurch in Iowa City. 
The record of these years are meager, but a careful search 
mad for the celebration of the ightieth anniver ary of the 
founding of the church held on December 13, 1936, has un­
covered the following record of '' The ongregational 
Church of Iowa ity", some scarcely ecipherable: 

A number of per on de irous to organize a ongregational 
Church met July 16 1 66, at . chool Presbyterian Church. It 
was then and there found that about 80 person from the ew 

chool Pre byterian and from the 1st ongregational hurches of 
Iowa City were de irous and qualified by certificate to be organ­
ized into a new Congregational Church. committee was ap­
pointed to draw up articles for a congrega•ional Jhurch and soci­
ety. This committee con i ted of Rev. G. D. A. Hebard- . H. 
Brainerd and Dr. John Doe. At a uh equent meeting this com­
mittee reeported- (a) con titution for said society - and also 
(b) Article of Faith Covenant and Rules of the church-which 
were unanimou ly adopted [ 11 these are mi sing] . 

A more detailed report of the llieeting on July 16, 1866, 
reads as follows : 
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fonday Evening July 16th 1 66 
At a m eting called at the Fir t on t Pre byterian 11 church 

for the purpo of organizin° a ongre0 ational hurch & ociety 
fr. ha E. Borland wa elected hairman and J. H. Branch 
ecretary. Ir. B. Talbot made a tat ment in reference to the 

action taken by the 1 t. on t. Pre . hurch & ociety on the 
ev ning of the 9th inst. Mr. . H . Brainerd informed the meeting 
in regard to the wi he and purpose of the m mber of the First 

ongregational hurch of Iowa ity. On motion a Committee 
con i ting of G. D. . Ilebard, . H. Brainerd & John Doe were 
appointed to draft article of faith and a plan of organization for 
a ongre17ational hurch and ociety. 

The name of tho e per on who de ire to become member of 
the propo ed on<Yre<Yational hurch were read by Me r . Talbot 
and Brainerd. On motion adjourned to meet on Friday Evening 
the 20th in t. 

J. H. Branch 
ecretary 

ha . E. Borland 
Chairman 

Friday Evening July 20th 1 66 
t an adjourned meeting held at the Fir t on t. Pre . Church 

for the purpo e of completing the or17anization of a ongregational 
hurch and ociety. The Pre t. ha . E. Borland E q being ab-

ent the meeting wa called to ord r by the ecretary, J. H. 
Branch, and on motion Rev B. Talbot wa elected hairman. The 
minute of the previou meetin17 were read and approved. fr. 
Brainerd from the ommitt e on organization pre ented a plan for 
the organization of a ociety. Mr. Hebard from the ame om­
mittee reported a "form of admi ion", " rticle of faith", 
" ovenant," and " hurch rule ". The report were on motion 
accepted. On motion that part of the report referring to the organi­
zation of a ociety wa adopted. Report, herewith , marked "B ". 
[Mi ing]. 

n invitation wa then given to tho e pre ent who de ired to do 
o, to ign the Con titution; and th ecretary was on motion em-

11 The w chool Presbyterian Church in Iowa City was also known as the 
First Constitutional Presbyterian Church. The names were interchangeable. 
Mr. Hebard was pastor of the ew chool Presbyterian Church at the time of 
the formation of the new Congregational Church, and wa retained by the new 
church organization. 



I 

CONGREG TIONALISM IN E RLY IOWA 201 

powered to affix the ignatures thereto as the names were called. 
The name were thereupon called and the ignature affixed as 
shown on the Constitution reported by the Com. On motion the 
Society thus organized proceeded to an election of officers. On 
motion a committee was appointed by the Chairman con isting of 
John Doe, C. tarr and H. Goodrich to report names of Candi­
dates. On motion a committee consisting of G. D. A. Hebard, . H. 
Brainerd and B. Talbot wa appointed to cooperate with a similar 
committee to be appointed by the church in calling a Council for 
the recognition of thi Church and Society. The Committee on 
Candidates r eported the following -

For Pre t. . H. Brainerd 
" ect'Y I. E. Paine (declined) 
'' Treast. B. Talbot '' 
" Trustees . C. Isbell, & Levi Smith (not a member) 

Report accepted 
On motion the following changes were made in the list of names 
reported. The name of C. F. Clarke was ubstituted for that of 
I. E. Paine, that of C. tarr for that of B. Talbot, and that of 
John Doe for that of Levi Smith. On motion the report as above 
amended was adopted. That part of the report of the ommittee 
on organization referring to church organization was taken up and 
the articles of faith & covenant having been read a second time 
were on motion adopted. The church rules were taken up, read 
again, and on motion adopted. 

Report herewith and marked " ". [Missing]. 
On motion a Committee consisting of B. S. Holmes, C. Starr and 
Z. M. Griswold was appointed to act in conjunction with a imilar 
Committee appointed by the Society to call a Council for the rec­
ognition of this Church and Society. 

On motion adjourned 
J. H. Branch B. Talbot 

Secretary Chairman 

The records add the following history: 

A committee of 3 from both Church and ociety wa appointed to 
call a Council of ministers and churches to recognize the organiza­
tion of the church - the society having been organized by signing 
the constitution. This committee was as follows - On behalf of 

ociety, Rev. G.D. A. Hebard Rev. B. Talbot and . H. Brainerd. 
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On the part of hurch - B. . Holmes, Z. Gri wold and Dr . C. 
tarr. 

ouncil met July 31, 1 66 at the . Pre byterian Church-
and, after due examination of all the paper , recognized the church 
as duly organized. ermon by Rev. G. F. Magoun. Thoe per ons 
whose names had been found in order for membership, were, after 
public ervice, called upon to come forward and publicly as ert to 
the rticles of Faith & covenant, which they did. 

ervices clo ed with Benediction. 

Fortunately there ha been al o found a copy of the ac­
count of the proceedings of the Eccle iastical ouncil: 

n Eccle iastical Council convened at the tone Pre byterian 
hurch in Iowa ity, July 31 t / 66. 5 o'clock P. M. in response to 

letter mi ive from a number of believer in Iowa City de iring to 
organize a Congregational hurch in that City. Pre ident G. F. 
Magoun called to order and read the letters mi ive calling the 

ouncil. On motion Rev. . D. ochran wa cho en Moderator and 
P. Fay cribe. 
Council was opened by prayer by the moderator. 
Churche repre ented in ouncil were 
Dubuque ongregational Church Bro. . A. fetcalf, Delegate 
Davenport '' '' Bro. W. . Bemi , '' 
Durant " " Rev. H. . Bullin, " 
Mu catine " " Rev. . B. Robbins " 

" " " P. Fay delegate 
Grinnell " " Rev. . D. Cochran, " 

" " " Rev. G. F. Magoun " 
The place of organization, documents, paper and proceeding to­
gether with the Article of Faith, ovenant, and By-Laws were 
read by Prof. B. Talbott and al o by reque t the proceeding had 
at the church, at the several church meeting of the member of 1st 

ongregational & Pre byterian churche on the 2nd, 9th and 16th 
of July /66, giving a full and detailed history of the proceedings in 
the premise toward forming a Congregational Church, 55 names 
from the tone Presbyterian hurch,12 with others by letter from 
other churche , and 20 member by letter from the 1st Congrega-

12 Locally the New School Presbyterian Church was called the Stone Church. 
The building was erected in 1845, folll' years after the church was organized .. 
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tional hurch of Iowa ity, all desiring to unite in forming a 
Congregational hurch of Iowa ity, a king advice of th ouncil 
and their r ecognition and fellow hip. fter due examination of 
the whole matter in qu tion, and a full inve tigation by the coun­
cil, the council con ulted by themselve and appointed of a om­
mittee, Rev. H. . Bullin and Bro. W. . Berni , delegate, to in­
quire if any further information wa nece ary to a full and om­
plet under tanding of the matter in que tion who reported back, 
no further communication would be offered the council. 
On motion voted that th documents, papers, and proceeding be 
deemed ati factory, and the .Article of Faith ovenant, and By 
Law were approved. On motion voted that the ouncil proceed to 
comply with the reque t of letter mi ive, by appropriate Religiou 

ervice (at o clock P. M.) of RecoO'nition. ervice opened by 
prayer by Rev. II. . Bullin. ermon by Pre . G. F. fagoun from 
Luk , 16c 1 v. Rev. . D. ochran called the name of tho e de-
iring to unite in forming the ongregational hurch of Iowa 

City and they re ponded by coming forward and adopting the 
.Articles of Faith, ovenant, and By Laws, as ead by the moder­
ator, and were duly r cognized a the ongregational Church of 
Iowa City . 

.And the Fellow hip of the ongregational hurch was extended 
to them by the Rev. . B. Robbin in behalf of the council, clo ing 
with the Doxology, "Prai e God from whom all ble ings fl.ow", 
and benediction by Pre . G. F. Magoun. fter services council re­
mained for con ultation Pre .dt G. F. Magoun offered the follow­
ing resolution Re olved that we commend earne tly and affection­
ately thi newly formed church of hri t, to the sympathy of our 
churche in thi tate, and elsewhere, and earne tly request the 

ongregational Union to consider favorably their application for 
aid in securing a hou e of worship, and re pond to it with the mo t 
liberal appropriation that can be rnad,e. On motion Presdt G. F. 
Magoun, the moderator, and cribe were appointed a committee to 
memorialize the Congregational nion in behalf of thi Church of 
Christ. On motion the cribe wa directed to furni h a copy of the 
proceedings of the Council to the clerk of thi church, and the 
Regi ter of the Davenport Association of Congregational Churches. 
On motion adjourned. 
P. Fay Scribe, S. D. Cochran 

Moderator. 



20 I W J R L OF HI TORY D POLITI 

The importanc of the e record lie not only in the hi -
iory of Iowa ity ongregationali m, but al o in their in­
fluence on th ultural hi tory of Iowa. Here one ee 
1 arl th tran planting of ew Eno-land into the Middle 

e t, and th wa it took root and d eloped. 
t the time ihe union wa con umma ted on July 31, 1 66, 

the Rev r nd org iah lonzo Hebard wa pa tor of 
the w r b terian hurch. 11r. Hebard wa 
al o from eptember 6, 1 31, in 
Brook:fi ld, rmont, he graduat d from Dartmouth ollege 
in 1 ~ 4, and then att nd d nion Theolo!rical emmary 
r ceiving hi diploma in 1 57. nion Theological emi­
nar had b en found d in w ork it in 1 36 when the 
Pre byterian hurch wa dividing into two partie , the Old 

chool and the ew chool. Th founder of the eminary 
wer w chool m n and thi account for fr. Hebard' 
th olo!rical po ition in Iowa it . On ept mber 22 1 5 
he wa ordain d to th Pre b terian mini try at Iowa ity. 

omin°· to Io a ity in 1 61, he er d a pa tor of the 
w chool r b t rian hur h till 1 66. pon the 

union of the ew chool Pr b terian hurch with the 
r mnant of th Fir t ornrre 0 ·ational hurch in 1 66, he 
wa cho n a tin<>' pa tor and ontinued in thi r lation hip 
ill 1 69, wh n he ace p d a call to kaloo a, where he 

died on December 14, 1 70 at h early a()' of thirt -nine.13 

The newly organiz d church of 1 66 took the new name 
' The ongr O'ational hurch of Iowa ity", omittino- the 
word "Fir t" whi h had d io-nated the or 0 ·anization of 
1 56. The new hurch mbodi d the ew chool Pre by­
terian hurch, oro-anized in 1 1 and the r emnant of th 
Fir t ongregational hurch organized in 1 56. Thu the 

ongregational hurch of the pre ent i continuino- the 
13 Grace Raymond Ilebard, who died at Laramie, Wyoming, on October 11, 

1936, was a daughter of G. D. . Hebard. 
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unit d effort of two gr at r ligious bodi , dating back to 
th lan of nion in th arly nineteenth century. It is, in 
r alit , th ontinuation of the w chool Presbyterian 
tradition, which ould b nin ty-:fiv year old this year. 

Regarding th han°·e of name from "First ongrega­
tional hur h" to " ongregational hur h ", the Reverend 
L . Bullo k, pa tor of th church from 1888 to 1889, after 

makino- exten ive inv ti ·ation wrote in 1916 : '' The chan -
ino- of he name from 'The Fir t ono-r gational Church' to 
impl ' onirr o-ational hur h' in deferen e to the ew 
chool Presb terian who came into the pre nt oro-aniza­

tion Jul 31st 1 66 do not invalidat the hi toric continu­
it of onirregationali m in Iowa ity the e ixty years, 

et it ma be that through a mere t chnicality we hould 
rite :fift ar a th age of the pre.,ent Church.'' uch 

mor important than the ao-e of th d nomination i the age 
of hri tian f llow hip and cooperation and, in this r spect, 
th church goe ba k to 1 41. 
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