
WHITTIER A D row 
In 1848 ugustus Caesar Dodge, a Democrat, went to 

Washing-ton as one of Iowa's :first two United States 
enators. Iowa had been admitted to the Union two years 

before. Dodge had been born in Missouri thirty-six years 
before. Hi wife also came from Mis ouri and all her con­
nection tended to trengthen his southern sympathy. 

His father, Henry Dodge, an able soldier and states­
man, served from 1836 to 1841 as Governor of the Terri­
tory of Wisconsin which until 1838 comprised the present 
States of Wiscon in, Minnesota, Iowa, and the eastern 
portion of the Dakota . In 1838 the territory west of the 
Mis is ippi was cut off as the Territory of Iowa. When 
Wi con in became a State in 1848 Henry Dodge became 
one of Wisconsin's first United States Senators. Thus it 
came about that father and son were in the Senate at the 
ame time. Both were men of conviction as is shown by 

the fact that the father voted against the Kansas- ebraska 
Bill, strono-ly sympathizing with the north, while his son, 

ugustus ae ar Dodge, voted for the bill, to the intense 
displeasure of his anti- lavery constituents in Iowa. Whit­
tier and the eastern abolitionists a well as the alem 
Quakers rose in indignation when they heard that the Iowa 
Senator had described the bill as "the noblest tribute 
which has ever yet been offered by the Congress of the 

nited States to the overeignty of the people. " 1 

In the north, abolitionism, a dreaded movement, had 
taken on flesh in the person of William Lloyd Garrison, 
who on January 1, 1831, had published the first number 

1 See the Dictionary of American Biography and Pelzer 's Augustus Caesar 
Dodge. 
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of the Liberator, a paper without moderation or toleration. 
Influenced by ew England Tran cenden tali m, Garri on 
felt that slavery wa a great wrong and could not be hown 
any toleration. To him as to Emerson, Thoreau, and 
Whittier, the word toleration meant allowing lavery to 
exi t as an American institution. "On thi subject", he 
wrote, '' I do not wi h to think, or peak, or write with 
moderation . . . . tell the mother to irradually extricate 
the babe from the :fire into which it ha fallen-but urge 
me not to a c mod ration in a cau e like the pre ent .... 
I will be har ha truth and a uncompromi ing a ju tice 
. . . . I am in earnest. . . . I will not r treat a ino-le inch 
- and I will be heard." In the ighteen fortie nobody in 
Iowa talked in thi manner. The pioneer were too much 
occupied with the difficulties of making a living to think 
about such questions. 

Before 1834 everal Quaker f amilie who had been living 
in orth arolina adopted the abolitioni t po ition. Find­
ing them elve uncomfortabl and ntir ly out of harmony 
with their neighbor , th y emi rated north. t :fir t they 
ettled at ewport, Indiana, but later came into the terri­

tory of Iowa. Thi Quaker nucleu found d the town of 
alem in 1 35 and wa d tined in tim to have great in­

fluence in developino- an anti- lavery entiment in Iowa. 2 

lmost from the day of it founding alem became an 
important t&.tion on the Underground Railway and proved 
o formidable that few of the Ii ourian aero the 

border, onl a few mile di tant, were able to regain the 
lave who were fortunate enough to reach the Quaker 
ettlement. The abolitioni t entiment in alem wa ed so 

fervent that it <livid d the community. One ection, fear­
ing to take the b Ider part, fought lavery but in a more 
"Quakeri h ", that i a mor paci:fi t manner. But the 

2 ee The Palimpsest, ovember, 1935. 
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more radical abolitioni t group, maintaining contacts with 
eastern Quakers, agreed in every detail with Garrison. 

With the e tabli hment of the Liberator, John Green­
leaf Whittier openly and definitely espoused the unpopular 
cause of abolition. The ew England Anti-Slavery So­
ciety began its work in 1832, and the merican Anti-

lavery ociety in 1833. In after life Whittier declared 
that the happiest day in his life was the day he signed his 
name to the roll of the American Anti- lavery Society. 
Whittier edited and publi hed the Anti-Slavery R eporter 
from June to ovember, 1833. From 1 35 to 1837 he 
wrote articles again t slavery for the Anti-Slavery Record, 
and from 1 38 to 1 39 he edited the Pennsylvania Freeman. 
But Whittier' editorial work which deals most directly 
with Iowa appear in the files of the National Era.8 

This paper, establi hed in 1847 by Dr. Gamaliel Bailey, 
was printed in Wa hington, D. C. Decidedly abolitionist 
in purpose and spirit, it printed serially from June 5, 1851, 
to pril 1, 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's 
Cabin which did more, perhaps, than any other book to 
bring the slavery issue to a head. But this contribution to 
the National Era, although more widely known and more 
spectacular, had in the immediate period much less influ­
ence on Iowa than did Whittier's stinging editorials and 
his poems on slavery. 

From the beginning of Augustus Caesar Dodge's career 
as an Iowa enator, Whittier assumed the position of 
''watchman'', like the Prophet Habakkuk of old. He had 
been for some time interested in the alem Quakers and 
their daughter colonies in Iowa. His keen observation of 
affairs in the 1iddle We t comes as a surpri e to many 
who have thought of the o-entle Quaker poet only as a 

J See files of the Nati.anal Era. The editorials cited in this article are all 
from the N ati.onal Era. 
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writer of hymns embodying a quiet mysticism. In reality 
he was an example of the '' terrible meek''. His righteous 
indignation overflowed into statesmanship of the sort al­
mo t unsurpassed in American hi tory. An almost con­
tinuous output of articles and editorials by him marked 
the 1830's and 1840' . No one in America understood 
better than Whittier the issues which eventually re ulted 
in the compromises of 1850 and the Civil War. 

In the year 1850 the searchlight of abolitionism wa 
turned directly upon Iowa. In Congress, Augustus Cae ar 
Dodge held the leadership of the Iowa delegation. His 
sympathy and that of his wife were with his native south. 
Until he reached the age of fifteen he had lived in fissouri 
where slavery was taken for o-ranted. It wa recognized 
by the Constitution, protected by law, and defended by the 
religious institutions. ow he represented Iowa which 
stood for the new west. Since he believed that the major­
ity of the inhabitants of Iowa had more sympathy with 
slavery than with the abolitionist , Dodge felt he could 
more easily follow his own feeling and the line of lea t 
resistance. 

During the preceding November the "forty-niners" had 
declared against slaver for the new Eldorado - alif or­
nia - by adopting· an anti-slavery Constitution. Iowa 
sentiment had helped to make this new platform of liberty, 
and the Salem Quakers were interested in the new '' land 
of gold". Bayard Taylor's Eldorado , published in fay, 
1850, intere ted them not only becau e Taylor was a 
Quaker, but al o because he seemed to represent the eter­
nal pirit of adventure which appealed to them.4 everal 
members of the Salem community soon began preparations 
for the trip. mong those to leave was Reuben Dorland, 

4 Taylor's El Dorado, p. 270, mentions the '' Iowa ranger '', one of whom he 
met iu nlit'ornia in 1 49. 
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founder and head of the Dorland Academy. Death over­
took him on the way, and when the Academy was :finally 
revived, it had a new champion in John Greenleaf Whittier. 
During this time Whittier's interest in Iowa continued 
unabated. 

In the meantime Whittier had become acquainted with 
Bayard Taylor through their mutual interest in Scandi­
navian literature. In his later years in hi Ame bury 
home, one of Whittier's most prized pictures on his wall 
was a sketch of a far northern church brought back by 
Taylor.5 Their acquaintance began with Whittier's editor­
ship of the National Era. It was in 1847 that he became 
contributing editor of thi paper which Gamaliel Bailey 
tarted in Wahington, D. C., for the American and Foreign 

Anti- lavery Society. contributing editor from 1847 
to 1860 Whittier submitted a vast amount of material not 
all of which ha to this day been ought out and collected. 

The editorials which he wrote on Iowa are amon<>" the 
forgotten pieces. But for the history of Iowa, in the period 
immediately preceding the Civil ar, they are of the ut­
most importance. Throu<>'h this paper Salem and Iowa 
became ever more intere ted in both Taylor and Whittier. 

Another point of contact with the Iowa Quakers was the 
friendship of Whittier and that eminent abolitioni t and 
public benefactor Benjamin Lundy.6 Ju t when thi friend­
hip began i not definitely known. Lundy was born in 
ew Jersey in 17 9 and was therefore Whittier's senior 

by ighteen year . Early coming in contact with slavery, 
Lundy, true to hi beritao-e as a birthright Quaker, became 
violently opposed to the system. Moving from place to 
place during hi youth he :finall settled in St. Clair ville, 

s This wa told to the wr iter of this article during his visit to the Whittit>r 

home. 
s ce .Tones s L ater Periods of Quakeri.sm, Vol. II pp. 561ff., a lso the Dic­

tionary of .American B iography. 
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Ohio, where in 1 15 he established an anti-slavery society 
which he called "The nion Humane ociety". 

At the beginning of the following year he i ued an 
appeal for the formation of imilar groups which should 
take the same name and work for the abolition of lavery. 
Thi move resulted in the rapid growth of many ocietie 
throughout the United tate . Lundy al o sent numerou 
articles denouncino- the slave ystem to a paper known a 
The Phila;nthropist published at Mount Plea ant, Ohio. 
After a short time he wa given a po ition on the editorial 
board. In 1 21, howe er, he began publication of a new 
paper, The Genius of Universal Emancipation. 

In addition to his editorial work he made constant jour­
neys in the intere t of abolition. In 1 2 during a trip 
through the ew England tate he urged Garrison to join 
forces with him. It is likely that Whittier, then twenty­
one, heard and met Lundy at thi time. In 1829 Garri on 
went to Baltimore for a short time as a ociate editor with 
Lundy. In 1 36 Lundy beo-an a new publication which he 
called The ational Enquirer and Constitutional Advocate 
of niversal Liberty. In 1arch, 1 3 , Whittier went to 
Philadelphia to edit The ational Enquirer. 

The Penn ylvania nti- lavery ociety bouo-ht the paper 
from Lundy and on arch 15th Whittier began hi work 
as editor, chano-ing it name to the Pennsylvania Freeman. 
Under hittier' editor hip it became a ort of second 
Liberator. The following year Lundy left for Illinoi 
where his family had preceded him. He at once a ociated 
him elf with all anti-slavery societie in the 1is is ippi 

alley and a public Friend continued hi vi itation . It 
i obviou that his influence on the Iowa Quaker wa v ry 
trong. Hi work wa ' cut hort, however when after a 

brief illnes , he died in 1 39. He wa buried in the Quaker 
cemetery on Clear reek, Putnam ounty, Illinoi . 
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Thus the Quakers of Iowa at the beginning of 1850 had 
come to feel a responsibility for the extermination of a 
system which they believed so fundamentally wrong that 
it could be no longer tolerated. They had been trained by 
abolitionists who would neither give nor take quarter. As 
a result they watched the compromises, and prepared to 
meet any emergency. The Iowa Quakers were as deter­
mined as Whittier and Garrison. 

The attention of the country was now turned to the 
"West". The treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo had added an 
immense new territory to the original area plus the Louisi­
ana and Florida purchases. Should this be free or slave 
territoryf The abolitionists with one accord declared for 
freedom and their supporters continually increased in 
strength and number. The Wilmot Proviso was killed by 
the Senate. John C. Calhoun and Jefferson Davis held 
that slaves were property and as such Congress had no 
authority one way or the other. 

The Congress of 1850 represented one of the most bril­
liant groups of statesmen Washington has ever seen -
Webster, Calhoun, Clay, Douglas, Benton, Cass, Bell, Davis, 
Seward, and others of marked ability. Iowa's Augustus 
Caesar Dodge took sides with the members supporting 
slavery. In the midst of the difficulties, Henry Clay, then 
an old man, continued his efforts at reconciliation. Cal­
houn, too ill to deliver his last address, heard it read, and 
soon after died. Webster took the easier way to compro­
mise. His "seventh of March speech" sealed his fate. 
His northern friends, among them his cousin, Whittier, 
were cruelly disappointed. Whittier's Ichabod ranks with 
Browning's Lost Leader as a lament over a fallen hero. 
To a man of Whittier's character Webster's attitude was 
unforgivable, especially when he upheld the Fugitive Slave 
Law which Emerson and other New Englanders so 
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thoroughly denounced. Then, too, Webster denounced aboli­
tionists since they put their con cience higher than the 
country's law. 

eward ided with Whittier and Emer on, holding that 
there is "a higher law than the on titution". Dodge 
failed to ee the "higher law". Whittier kept all thi in 
his mind a he followed Dodge' career, notinO' that he 
voted for all the provision of the compromise measure . 
He also noted every word in Dodge's out poken remarks 
again t the abolitionists. But the la t traw came in the 
pa age of the new Fugitive la e Law of 1 50. This 
made it a Federal crime to help a runawa sla e to free­
dom. Every station on the nderground Railroad was 
automatically outlawed. But alem tation became even 
more active. Henry lay wa held b the south a the 
"Great Paci:ficator" but by the abolitioni t a the e:Teat 
traitor. Webster's glory was gone a in reality wa lay' . 
The latter died disillu ion d two ears later and the former 
died broken hearted in the ame year. 

In looking over the ituation early in 1 50 Whittier 
. eized upon the bold plan of drafting Charles umner for 
the enate to oppose Dodge and the other pro- la ery 
leader . ittier would have run for th office him elf 
had hi health permitted. Since it did not, he souO'ht out 
the brilliant orator, paci:fi t, and abolitioni t of Bo ton. 

umner, a Harvard man of great talent, studied law only 
to become convinced that politic was a loath ome thing. 
After two years of intense tudy of languaO'es people , 
government , and politics in Europe he returned to Boston 
to enjoy the friendship of Emerson, Longfellow, ChanninO' 
James Freeman Clarke, Wendell Phillips, and Whittier. 
All went well tiE he shocked Boston with hi Fourth of 
July addre s in 1845. Before the military he took the 
pacifist po ition and opposed all war. The Mayor of Bo ton 
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is reported to have said that by this position Sumner had 
cut his own throat, and the elite of Massachusetts pre­
dicted his political and social ostracism. But just the oppo­
site occurred. He became almost overnight a popular 
lecturer before lyceum . 

All this plea ed Whittier, who, with hi intuitive grasp 
of adroit political action, elected Sumner for Congre s. 
In 1850 he vi ited umner and told him of '' the large 
future" which he had haped for him.7 Sumner an wered 
the prophet's call; Mas achusetts elected him and on 
December 1, 1851, he took his seat in the Senate with ad­
vice from Whittier to annihilate Dodge and all his ilk. 
Sumner immediately attacked the Fugitive Slave Law, 
taking the ame position in regard to it as Emerson did. 
He also violently opposed passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Bill which Dodge called "the noblest tribute which has ever 
yet been offered by the Congress of the United States to 
the sovereignty of the people". Some of Whittier's most 
jmportant and as yet uncollected editorials in the National 
Era concern his :fight against Dodge's championship of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Bill. 

WHITTIER, WILLIAM FORSTER, AND IOWA 

A further connecting link between Whittier and Iowa 
was the English Friend, William Forster, an influential 
minister, writer, and traveler.8 Born near London in 1784, 

1 See Jones's Later Periods of Quakerism, Vol. II, p. 654. 

s See Seebohm 's Memoirs of William Forster (London, 1865). Forster kept 
a journal which forms the basis of this Memoir. He visited Nine Partners, 
New York, in 1 23. Reuben Dorland, a teacher at that school, bad left 
Nine Partners for alem a f ew months before Forster reached America. He 
was now struggling to found his Academy. The interest in Dorland 's project 
as well as his interest in slavery induced Forster to make the arduous trip to 
Salem. Whittier's first interest in the educational projects at Salem evidently 
dates from the account which Forster brought back to him from alem. When 
Whittier finally gave up his plan to go "west" he began sending money to 
help the Salem schools. 
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Forster early showed a tendency to 1 ad r hip in the 
Quaker oci ty. Like George Fox, he led the peripatetic 
life of a Quaker preacher for several years. bout the 
year 1 1 he ettled at orwich and for the re t of hi life 
wa known a illiam For ter of orwich. In 1 20 For­
ster came to the nited tate in the inter t of the 
American Fri nd . Hi journey la ted :five year durinO' 
which time he vi ited all the important me tinO' in the 
United tates and made a tudy of the lavery que tion. 

fter vi iting the ea tern tate he went to Ohio, Indi­
ana, and Illinois. While in hio he had printed' at fount 
Plea ant 1,000 copie of three of the ection in the Book 
of dvices i ued by our early 1eetin<Y". Ile penetrated 
as far we t as any ettlement had been made, and, a. 
Benjamin eebohm, the editor, ob erve , "many w r hi 
privation in what wa then truly a wildern ountry". 

t this time he came in ontact with p r on from Ii, ouri. 
While in Indiana For ter record in hi .Journal, aft r 

meeting he went home ''with Iatthew offin, an elderly 
friend, lately come with his wife and daughter from ortb 

arolina ". The offin family, with oth r orth arolina 
Friends, a little later became part of the nucleu of the 
ettlement at Salem, Iowa. Later he mention the Thoma 
ewsome family and add : 'There are four or :five f amilie 

jn the neighborhood recently emigrated from arolina".9 

Following his vi it to the 1i i sippi alley, For ter 
returned ea t and visited ew York and ew Eno-land. 
His biographer records that he '' was closely occupied in 
visiting the meetings of Friends in the outhern parts of 

ew England Yearly feeting to the end of the First 
fonth; but no detailed record has been met with his reli-

gious engagements during that period ".10 It mu t have 

o Seebohm 's Memoirs of William Forster, Vol. I, p. 34 . 

10 Seebohm 's Memoirs of Willi.am Forster, Vol. I, p. 376. 
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been during this period (1822-1823) that For ter paid the 
visit to the Whittier home to which Samuel T. Pickard 
ref er as one of the sources of comfort and encourage­
ment to the family living on their lonely farm between 
Haverhill and Amesbury.11 The admiration which the 
young Whittier formed for Forster in thi s early visit never 
diminished. Thirty-one year later when Forster died in 
Friendsville, Tennessee, Whittier, then a famous poet, 
paid him a tribute in a poem, W illiam Forster. This poem, 
first printed in the National Era on July 20, 1854, Whittier 
introduced by a prose explanation of the work of Forster 
in America. 

During these remaining thirty-one years For ter con­
tinued his interest in America and its problems. When 
the London Yearly Meeting in 1845 voted to send repre­
sentatives to America, William Forster was selected to 
bear the Epistle. The Epistle ref e ed to the separation 
of a group of the Indiana Friends from the main body 
due to a difference of opinion in reO'ard to slavery. On 
August 23, 1845, Forster set sail with three other Friend , 
Josiah For ter, George Stacey, and John Allen. 

The party landed in ew York on September 9, 1845, 
after spending seventeen days on the tlantic. The 
Friends of ew York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and vicinity 
gave the party an enthu ia tic welcome. Whittier at this 
time was con idering '' going to the West'' to live, but he 
gave up the plan probably because his health could hardly 
endure the exposures and hardships of the wilderness.12 

If he had gone "west" he probably would have settled at 
Salem, Iowa, with the Quakers whom he admired most of 
all. 

It seems also at this time that he conceived the idea of 

11 See Pickard 's John Greenleaf Whittier, Vol. I , p. 37. 

12 Pickard 's John Greenleaf Whittwr, Vol. I , p. 307. 



126 IOWA JOUR AL OF IIISTORY D POLITI S 

building in the un poiled west a topia, a place of free­
dom. It was thi very year, 1 45, that Reuben Dorland 
came to Salem and founded his justly famous eminary. 
What would the future have held for Whittier if he had 
followed his plan and had come to Salem the same year 
and perhaps in company with Dorland and Forster7 
Whittier was probably in ew York to help welcome For-
ter and may have urged him to visit Salem. His Lines 

Suggested by a Visit to the City of Washington, in the 12th 
month of 1845 probably refer to the voice of For ter calling 
for union and united action against slavery. The question 
now a urned a moral ignificance. The pulpit, the lecture 
platform, and literature all discussed the i ue. 

As soon as pos ible Forster set out for Indiana hoping 
to meet the Friends at Richmond, Indiana. He arrived 
there on September 29th. The Friends' Meeting received 
Forster as a peacemaker, and the differences be()'an to heal. 

Forster now determined to vi it Iowa. The Iowa situa­
tion had been discussed in detail. Politically it wa of 
vast importance to the anti- lavery party. By the 1i -
souri Compromise, adopted in 1820, slavery wa ''forever' 
prohibited in Iowa. When the Territory of Iowa wa or­
ganized in 1838, the territorial legislature pa ed an act to 
enforce the Fugitive lave Law provided ownership of the 
fugitive lave wa proved in the courts. The whole coun­
try watched with intense intere t the fir t case tried in the 
Iowa Territorial upreme ourt. Thi ca e, known a the 
Ralph Case, was tried in 1839. 

Ralph, a slave owned by a certain Mi sourian named 
Iontgomery, entered into a contract with his owner to 

obtain his freedom for $550, and was given permi ion to 
leave Missouri and to work in the Dubuque lead mines to 
earn the freedom money. fter working five year he 
found it impo ible to ave the neces ary sum. t this 
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juncture, he wa kidnapped by two Virginians and was 
being transported back to Missouri, when a writ of habeas 
corpus was procured and the case tried before the Supreme 
Court. The Court gave Ralph his freedom. This set a 
precedent and it was ever after extremely difficult to con­
vict a fugitive lave in Iowa. 

On October 12, 1845, Forster set out for Iowa. After 
two weeks '' diligent travel westward'' the party found 
them elves in alem. On October 27th For ter wrote this 
de cription to his wife: 

Here we are, twenty mile we t of the Ii is ippi, 1140 from 
ew York, and, a far a I know, we have now arrived at the most 

remote point of our travels. We reached the river about an hour 
before sunset on eventh-day evening. 'l,he ferry-boat was on this 
side, and it was long before they came for u ; however we had day­
light to enjoy the cenery, which was soft and very fine ; the west­
ern banks steep. The average width of the river i about a mile; 
and as we went some di tance down the river, it took us about half 
an hour to cro it. We found capital quarter at the Madi on 
Hotel; a triking contrast to our previous night's lodging; - nine 
of us in a moderately large cabin - two travellers and the nephew 
of our landlady in a bed in one corner of the hou e - five of us on 
the floor - the ixth sitting by the fire all night. The next morning 
we managed to get to the meeting at Jew Garden, twelve or four­
teen miles distant, before Friend were all assembled. A log house 
in the open prairie - neither tree nor fence within a considerable 
distance - pretty well filled with new ettlers and their children: 
such a lot of babie a I had never before een in so mall a meeting. 
Friends were hospitable and affectionate.13 

After leaving Iowa, Forster returned to Indiana, thence 
to Washington where he spent some time discussing the 
question of slavery with Congre smen and other leaders. 
Finally he went back to New England for a vi it with Whit­
tier, Garrison, and others. Considering his mis ion accom­
plished, he sailed with his party from Boston on May 1, 

1s Seebohm 'a Memoirs of William Forster, Vol. II, pp. 198 ff. 



128 IOWA JO R AL OF III TORY A D POLITICS 

1846, landed at Liverpool on the 14th, and went at once 
to London to report to the Yearly MeetinO'. The portion 
of For ter's report to thi meeting dealing with Iowa read 
as follows: 

On deliberating on the cour e which we hould take, there being 
obvious reasons why we hould proceed in the fir t place to the re­
motest settlements, we lost no time in etting out for Iowa. In that 
territory everal meetings of Friends are now ettled, and there is 
one meeting of tho e to whom the Epi tle i addre ed. We pa ed 
about a week in that country, and then proceeded to see two mall 
companie of those who had eceded in the northern parts of Indi­
ana, and one within the outhern limit of Michigan.14 

In 1853 Forster felt again the call to merica. He wa 
now sixty-nine years old and hi health, ue to the extreme 
labors of his peripatetic ministry, wa no longer robu t. 
In pite of all this, however, he embarked on the Canada 
at Liverpool on September 3, 1 53. On thi trip a on the 
preceding, Forster was accompanied by his brother Jo iah, 
by John Candler, and by William Holme . On thi trip 
Forster brought an addre from the London Yearly 1:eet­
ing which he presented to the Pre ident, to the Governor 
of all the tate , and to certain influential tate men. The 
address advocated the complete abolition of la ery. The 
party reached Boston on the 15th of eptember, and gradu­
ally working its way south reached Washington in October. 
On "10th mo. 1st Seventh-day" he had the famous inter­
view with President Franklin Pierce. The account a 
written by Josiah Forster upplemented by John andler 
i as follows : 

10th mo. 1 t. Seventh-day.- We had an interview with Franklin 
Pierce, the Pre id nt of the nit d tate , at the Government 
House in the city of Washington ; he received u affectionately and 
courteously. My dear brother introduced our errand, peaking of 
the long-felt intere t of the ociety of Friends in the termination of 

1, Seebohm 's Memoirs of W illi01m Forster, Yol. II, p . 202. 
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lavery and th lave-trade; and of the extended circulation of the 
addre in Europe and in the Brazils. The President made some 
remarks on the pre ent and more recent tate of the question in the 
United tates, and took a di couraging view of the prospect of an 
early termination of lavery among t them. He recogni ed the 
concern of Friend a a religiou one, and did not regard our 
coming a an interference. Ile encouraged the vi it to the everal 
governor a a likely means to carry out the concern, reminding us, 
a a rea on for this, of the independence of the several tates. The 
pre ure of hi dutie a pre ident would not allow of our reading 
the addre . It was remarked to him that we had not much to do 
with lave , but with laveholder , and that we wi hed to pursue a 
quiet cour e. He appreciated this, believing it would facilitate our 
object. After expre ing a belief that, if there wa a incere looking 
to our Father in Heaven a way would open to terminate the ystem, 
we withdrew.1s 

The itinerary from Washington took Forster to Virginia, 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana. While on their way to In­
dianapolis they were entertained at the home of Elijah 
Coffin, a relative of the Coffin at Salem, Iowa. From 
Indianapoli they continued to Illinois and Wisconsin. 
They next turned outh, and the Journal tell of the con­
tinued intere t in Iowa. 

We now turned outhward, returned :o hicago, and, traversing 
the wide prairie of Illinoi , we cro sed the Mi i ippi from Alton 
to t. Loui , and arrived there on the 16th of the Eleventh Month. 
During our tarriance in that city my dear brother printed an edi­
tion of 1,500 copie of the "Lock and Key " by J. J. Gurney; 
giving orders for ending them in packets to chool in Illinoi , in 
Iowa, and in thi city, and taking other copie for di tribution in 
the outhern tate . We went about forty mile we tward, on the 
way to J effer on ity, by railroad; but my dear brother felt o run 
down in health and unequal to exertion, that he relinqui hed the 
remainder of the journey thither. John Candler and I, therefore, 
went forward by the tage and, after a comfortable journey of 
twenty-four hours on rouo-h road , through a wilderne country, 

1s eebobm s Memoirs of William Forster, Vol. II, p. 357. 
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and being ferried over everal rivers we a1Tived at the city, near 
the bank of the Mi ouri river.16 

The account of the interview with the Governor of [is­
oun, terling Price, i a follow : 

22nd.- We obtained an intervi w with the Governor of 1i ouri. 
Ile kindly granted u liberty to read the addre . I felt the home-
troke which it contained. Ile asked at the clo e what we intended 

to do or propo ed a a remedy. Ile wa told it wa not our busine 
to pre ume o much; we left that with them, and believed a remedy 
would be found, if rightly ought for· whil t we aw the ca e en­
compa ed with difficultie , and ympathizecl with them. Ile aid 
Great Britain had inflict d lavery on them. It wa replied, when 
the American Colonie threw off the yoke, they ould have termi­
nated the sy tern; but that we thought it w 11 to look forward and 
not backward. Ile poke of ome tate that had already t free 
their lave ; and that in pa t year iro-inia, Iaryland and Ken­
tucky were about to terminate lav ry, had not other tate inter­
fered; here again we urged attention to the futur . H poke of 
ome mini ter of the Gospel who openly advocated lavery. We 

a ked for a candid, eriou meditation upon the addre , and it 
criptural argument, and pres ed thi upon hi con cicnce. He 
poke of the intelligence of hi lave. . It wa remarked the more 

the intellect i exerci ed, the more galling i th yoke of lavery 
found to be - for the lov of liberty i inherent in man a hi fac­
ultie are developed. 'Ihe ubject wa calmly treated on both id , 
and we came away acknowledging hi kindne . copy of the 
'' Li£ e of John Woolman'' wa given him. 

\Ve went arly to re t, xpecting to depart before three in the 
morning. Before midnight the addre and th book wer returned, 
and a letter stating that he wa not ati fled with u or our view . 
On the 25th w returned to St. Loui _ 11 

fter leaving t. Loui the party continued to Baton 
Rou 0 • and then turned back through fi i ippi, to la-

1& eebohm 's Memoirs of William Forster, Vol. II, p. 365. 

17 eebohm 's Memoirs of William Forster, Vol. II, pp. 365 ff. terling Price, 
later a onfederate general, was greatly feared by the pioneC'rs in Iowa County 
b caus of his threat to raid their ettl ments. 
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bama, Georgia, outh arolina, and Tennes ee, where 
ndrew John on, the Gov rnor, received them ''kindly' '. 
For ter wa now in hi e entieth year, and hi body 

could care ly tand the se ere train to which he put it. 
In J anuar , 1 54, the part r ached Friend ville, T n­
ne ee. The Friend here received him Tith joy, and he 
rejoi d with them and in their hi tory. The ettlemeni 
in Tenne ee i clo ely connected with Iowa, and at one 
time the ociet con id red migrating in a body to the latter 

tate. 
Th :fir t ttlem nt of Friend in ea tern T nne e i 

not de::finit ly known, but there wa a ettlement on th 
olichucky River in Green ount in 1784, and anotb r 
ttlement at Lo t reek in J effer on ounty in 1787 .18 

The pioneer Fri nd came mainly from ew Garden, 
orth arolina, the ori()'inal home of th :fir t Iowa 

Quaker . In 1 0 the ewberry fonthl 1:eeting wa et 
up in Blount ount , wh re Friend ville i now ituaied. 
The on titution permitt d the tate to make laws rern­
latino- la,er . Thi turned the tide of immigration from 
the outh to the territory which eventually became the 

tate of Iowa. The propo ition wa laid before the ew­
berry (Friend ville) fonthly 1eeting to clo e the Meet­
ing entirely and form a colony in Kan a . David Moro-an, 
a Friends' mini ter had already gone with Jame lien, 
an Elder, to py out the land. The Kan a colony wa 
voted down. The re ult was that the majority came to 
Iowa. A few of their grandchildren have ince return d 
to Friendsville from Iowa. 

It wa to this ewberry Monthly Meetin()' with its Iowa 
relationship that Whittier' friend, William For ter, came 

1s The following material dealing with the rela tion of Iowa to the ewberry 
(Friendsville) settlement wa kindly furnished me by Anna Ethel Foster, 
Librarian of the Academy a t Friendsville. The let ters rontaining this research 
are in possession of the wr iter of his article. 
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in January, 1854. In a few day he wa dead. The min­
utes of ewberry fonthly 1:eeting held on February 4, 
1 54, had thi memorial : 

Our friend Wm. Fort r of Earlham road orwich in England 
died at the hou e of amuel Low near the Holston (i. e. the Ten­
ne ee) River in Knox ounty Ea t Tenne ee on the 27th of the 
1 t mo. 1 54 being 69 yea of age · and was buried in friend 
burial ground at Friend ville in Blount ounty Ea t Tenne ee on 
the 29th of the ame month; The recorder i reque ted to incert thi 
in the Book of Record ; Th lerk i directed to forward a copy of 
the foregoing minute to orwich fonthly 1eeting of friends. 

And thi m eting believing that it will be ervi able to Truth in 
encouraging other to do likewi e to prepare a Te timony of his 
Gospel Labors in thi land and of hi peaseful lo e it appoints 
David Morgan and Jame atlen to prepare and prod use one to 
next meeting. 

Thu pa ed one of Iowa' intere ted fri nds a well a 
the Friend who, when Whittier wa an unknown farm bo , 
vi ited hi home and in pired him to a life of service. On 
hearing of For ter' death Whittier wrote the well-lmown 
memorial poem William Forster which was first published 
in th New Era on July 20, 1 -4. In the opening stanza 
he refers to the fir t visit when For ter put hi hand on 
the head of the unlmown farm lad and thereby stirred with­
in him an undying ambition lik him to become a prophet. 

The years ar many inc hi hand 
W a laid upon my head, 

Too weak and young to under tand 
Th eriou word he aid. 

The final stanza relate Whittier' d termination to take 
up the mantle left by the dying prophet: 

fetbinks the mound which mark thy bed 
fight ble our land and ave, 
ro e, of old, to life th dead 

Who touched the prophet' grave ! 
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When Whitti r turned hi attention to Iowa he found in 
enator Augu tu ae ar Dodge the enemy of every ideal 

for which For ter had acrificed hi life. uriou ly the 
influence of For ter on Whittier had been quite overlooked. 
But it may have been For ter who gave to Whitti r the 
political and moral power to make umner nator for 
fa achu ett and to h lp drive Dodge from power in 

Iowa. The judgment of Blaine, that Whittier was the 
greate t politician h had ever met, e m likely in time to 
b gen rally adopted. 

WHITTIER TRIUMPHA T 

During the thirt ~en ear that "Whittier erved a cor­
re ponding editor of the National Era the pap r published 
hi editorial , book revie , and the majority of hi other 
writino- . Whittier beli ved religion hould ide with right 
again t wrong, with genuine love, which to him was charity 
in the en e of a co mi power. Wh n the clergy att mpted 
to pro e from the Bible that laver and hri tianity were 
compatible, he wa fill d with a right ou wrath. He be­
ram the "t rrible meek". Thi ide of hi life he demon-
t rated ignificantly in hi attack on the Kan a - ebraska 

Bill. The bill a introduced provided for the organization 
of the Territory of ebra ka. tephen . Doug·la wa 
chairman of th ommittee on Territorie and when th 
bill came to him in January, 1 54, he rewrot it to provide 
for two Territorie , Kan a and bra ka. nator Dodg 
gave the bill hi vi 0 ·orou and nthu ia tic upport to the 
horror of the Iowa Quaker . The bill wa intended to make 
Kan a lave territory and ebra ka free. Thi meant a 
virtual annulment of the E ouri ompromi e. The ortb 
ro e in deep indignation. The legi lature of Ma achu­
sett and everal other northern tate en t prote t to 
Congress. 
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On April 6, 1 54, the ational Era reprinted an editorial 
from the Wa hing-ton, D. ., entinel violently attacking the 
Era a "the great gun of abolitioni m". It al o called 
upon '' the clergy whether for or again t braska, to keep 
the ubject disconnected from religion". It continued by 
claiming that '' the doctrine of the divine Founder of the 

hristian ystem, like the on titution under which we 
live, neither e tablish nor inhibit lavery. They permit 
and protect it. . . . Men are not commanded by the 

aviour, in any of hi teachino- , to aboli h lavery. o 
far from there being an command to aboli h it, certain 
rules are prescribed for the treatment of men held in ser­
vitude and bondage''. 

The unsigned editorial comm nt in the National Era fol­
lowing the reprinted editorial eem certainly to be from 
the pen of Whittier. In the style of Whittier the answer 
i - whipped back to the '' th olo 0 i.cal politician ''. '' The 
Sentinel arraigns Doctor Beecher for meddling with a 
political que tion, and at the am time undertak him elf 
to meddle with a religiou question. I not the Doctor a 
well qualified to deal with the politic of his country, a 
the politician of the entinel i with the polemic of the 
Bible '' It hould be remember d that Whittier gr atly 
admired Beecher. In hi me bury library a photograph 
of Beecher huno- on one wall and oppo ite it a bu t of 
Marcu Aureliu . Whitti r i aid to have at between 
them and to have claim d that he him elf wa a combina­
tion of the two. 

In the ame i~ ue of th Era ( pril 6) in a long igned 
editorial entitled "The Occa ion and it Du tie " Whittier 
point with pride to the fact that everal of the northern 
legi latur , p blic meetings, and everal municipal elec­
tion have all repudiated the Kan a - ebra ka Bill. 
(Whittier alway call it th bra ka Bill.) " .... ever 
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within the m mory of man have the p opl of the fre 
tate been o united upon an political que tion a they 

are at thi moment in oppo ition to th repeal of the Mi -
ouri Compromi e and th introduction of lavery into 

the great territor of the We t.'' hittier ontinue : 
'' Do we not know that oung merica is gra ping after 
new territor , now without the limit of th nit d tate '' 

little further on he quote hi fell ow worker in the cau e : 
"'The Fugitive la e Law', ay Ralph Waldo Erner on, 
'partially unglued the e of the orth, and now th 

ebra ka bill l a u taring·.' '' Whittier conclude thi 
long ditorial b a call for action to defeat the bill. 

During thi period there wa an animated orr pondence 
between Iowa and the ational, Era. ample communi-
cation i the " fo ting in Lee ounty, Iowa", in the i u 
of pril 27, 1 54. Whittier received it from Henry ounty, 
in which alem wa located. It folio 

The citizen of l\Iarion township, Lee o. Iowa, have been in the 
habit of holding town hip meeting every we k, for the pa t three 
month . There ha been a good attendance generally. t their last 
meeting the followinO' re olution wer pa ed. They wer pre ented 
by Jo eph D. Iloag. 

'' 1. Resolved, That the overeign 1)eople have nev r delegated 
to ongre the right or power to legi late in favor of lavery, and 
that the attempt to do o, now being made, i a u urpation of power 
danO'erou to our right as freemen, and ubversive of th principl 
of our Republican In titutions. 

'' 2. Re olved, That that man who will lend hi influence and 
vote to break down and de troy the plighted faith of the ation, to 
promote hi own ini ter view i unworthy of public confidence, 
and hould be held to a trict account by a free and enlightened 
people. 

'' 3. Resolved, That we look upon the ebraska bill, a reported, 
amended, and upported by Judge Douglas, as aiming, in its provi­
ions, at the above end , and we therefore solemnly prote t again t 

it." 
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The ecretary wa instructed to end the above resolution to the 
National Era and Iowa True Democrat, for publication. 

William Payne, ecretary 
Henry Co., Iowa, farch 22, 1 54. 

In the e re olutions Whittier's attitude stands forth in 
all it simplicity. onirre s ha no right to impo e lav ry, 

enator Dodge i unworthy of public confidence, the e­
bra ka bill mu t be defeated. Jo eph D. Hoag, a Quaker, 
ubmit the r olution , and the are ent from Henry 
ounty. 
In the i ue of the ational Era for pril 27th, there 

appear a long editorial irned by Whittier entitled ' A 
Miracle eeded' '. It read in part a follow : 

The ebra ka Bill, a a peace mea ure, doe not work well. The 
more the troubled waters are oiled by it, the more they are di -
turbed. Every day add more new embarra ment; every mail 
bring Job' tiding . Every wind come loaded with an ominous 
growl of di content. Democracy, which ha b en accu tomed to it 
in patient incubation upon all manner of queer project , i ruffling 
her feathe and looking u piciou ly upon the new claimant of her 
maternal olicitude. There i dang r that he will take it for a 
nake' egg, and to it out of the ne t. 

o one could better appreciate the difficultie in his way than 
do enator Dougla . Ile ha truggled again t them with a per-
severance worthy of the be t of cau c ; but, o far a appearance 
go, he i lo ing ground· and it would eem that ome novel and 
tartling expedient i needed, to ave him from the irretrievable 

consequence of a blunder, which, in the cale of political morality, 
1 even worse than the crime which it involve . 

The editorial proceed to compare tephen ouo-la 
to Emp ror ichola. of Ru ia, and to Bedini Gov rnor 
of Bologna. In the ca e of ea h a miracle occurred to up­
port hi 0 ·overnmental policy. Dougla need one too. 
Whittier proceed with a cau tic atire worthy the pen of 

wift. 
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It occurs to u that the enator' friend, the honorable and 
"reverend Mr. John on", ex-mi ionary of the Methodi t Epi copal 
Church South, and delegate from ebra ka, might aid him in hi 
present emergency. Might not the reverend gentleman recollect 
and certify to the fact, that while his enatorial friend was de­
fining with so much piou unction the duties of the Clergy on a late 
occa ion, he, casting hi eye upward to the great dome of the Hall, 
in a tate of ec tatic ati faction, was favored with a vi ion of the 
Apo tle of the Gentile , carrying into execution the old Roman 
Fugitive lave Law, and tying One imu hand and foot, to give 
him over to hi master, Philemon 1 

In the meantime public entiment in Iowa was working 
to defeat the Kan a - ebra ka Bill, and Whittier wa 
keepino- in clo e touch with Iowa event . It wa now all 
important to hold Iowa a a d fender of freedom. 
Iowa went, so mu t the nation go I Whittier watched the 
Iowa paper . Thi wa ea to do ince in the 1850' a 
general new paper exchange wa in effect. What Whittier 
did not ee Gamaliel Bailey carefully noted. 

In the ationai Era for May 4, 1854, appeared an edi­
torial entitled "Th People of Iowa and their enator ". 
Thi editorial, evid ntly written by Whittier in the :first 
place, eem to have been added to by Bailey when he re­
ceived it. The Era editorial wa in pired by a three 
column editorial in the\ a hington, D. ., nion "intended 
to influence the election for tate officer in Iowa, to be held 
in August". The Union editorial, said the Era, purport 
to be an an wer to an addre by Jame W. Grime , th 
Whig candidate in that tate for the office of Governor. 
It particular object i to counteract the natural resent­
ment felt in Iowa at the position maintained by it Senators 
in the late ebra ka debate in the Senate and certain re­
marks then made by Southern enator . The Era editorial 
continued: 

Thi electioneering document, full of misrepre entation , will be 
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circulated, we doubt not, by the Iowa enator , all over the State, 
and be received a gospel by thousands of reader . 

ow, we have nothing to do with 1r. Grime or his tatements, 
but we do not like to ee people impo ed upon. 

The impudent claim is again et up, that the Jebra ka Bill recog­
nizes the rights of the inhabitant of a Territory to govern them­
selve - in other word , the principle of "popular overeignty." 
'l'hi i notoriou ly fal e, as ha been shown a hundred time . The 
Territory is treated as in a condition of ward hip. 

The editorial in the Era goe on to ay that the ov­
ereignty i to be in ongre not in the people. 

The pretence that the Bill recogni es the principles of Popular 
overeignty i a mi erable humbug, got up expre ly to cheat the 

People. 
Mr. Chase, an opponent of the bill, but a determined Democrat, 

as his record shows, u ed every exertion to bring the mea ure into 
conformity to the principle of Popular ov reignty. . by 
moving to amend, o as to give to the People of the Territory the 
lection of their Governor, ecretary, Judge , &c., instead of re­

serving their appointment to the President, after the pattern of 
the Briti h rule for governing it colonie . The e efforts were stub­
bornly resisted by Me rs. Dodge and Jone , of Iowa, and their 
"Briti h policy," a they would style it, had it been pursued by 
their opponent , i thus excu ed in the electioneering document: 

" ow, we happen to know that both the e gentlemen would have 
been glad to vote for uch a provi ion, if by their vote it could be 
carried. That they did not go for it when offered by the deadly ene­
mies of the oill- the abolition leaders in the enate of the United 

tates -who, with the true recklessne of their trade, ought to 
embarrass the friend of popular overeignty, i quite true! o 
senator favorable to the Iebra ka bill wa verdant enough to be 
caught by the tricks of men whose avo,ved object was to de troy 
that mea ure, by any mean , no matter how di hone t." 

This is rather too transparent. ction peak more loudly than 
word . Because the opponent of the Bill, aware that it would pa s 
the enate, ought to make it le anti-Democratic, they ar to be 
charged with triving to def at the Bill! It is confessed, then, that 
the Bill, bad it been amended so a to recognize the principle of 
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Popular Sovereignty would have been d f ated; that its passage 
wa ecured only by provi ion mo t gro ly violative of Popular 

overeignty ! . . . . Their plain duty, then, wa to vote for it, 
whether their vote could carry it or not. A it i , we have their 
votes, their acts, for anti-Democracy, their words for Democra.Jy. 
The country i cur ed by elf- tyled Democrats, who e act are for­
ever giving the lie to their word . 

Let the people of Iowa a k their enators why Mr. Douglas and 
his Democratic ( 1) a ociate who reported the Bill, did not exclude 
from it its present monarchical features f . . . . Messrs. Dodge 
and Jones know thi , and o voted to retain its monarchical features. 

The electioneering document next notice the anti-alien clau e, 
which, if the Bill p , will prevent all alien ettler and cultivator 
in the Territory from taking any part in governing th m elve ; 
and it excuse Me rs. Dodge and Jone for voting for the Bill with 
this clause in it, becau e they knew it would be tricken out in the 
House. They did not know any uch thing, nor can any one know 
whether this will be done or not. 

A to the attempt to fa ten thi mean provi ion on Whig , let the 
people of Iowa recollect that it is underi;toocl to have originated 
with a o-call d Democratic enator, and wa u tained by the 
laveholder , without di tinction of party. It wa not carried by 

Whi!?'S again t Democra , but by laveholder , with th aid of Mr. 
Brodhead of Pennsylvania, against non- laveholders. . . . 

Me r . Dodge and Jones mu t be judged by the company they 
keep. 

Much ado i made in thi electioneerinc, document about the 
following statement of Mr. Grimes: 

"I abhor the entiment announced by enator Butler, that Iowa 
would be more prosperou with the institution of lavery than with 
her indu triou and patriotic German population.'' 

Thi peech by enator Butler of outh arolina, re­
ported in the Des Moines Valley Whig was made on the 
preceding 24th of February. It appears that neither Dodge 
nor Jones took exception to Butler' expres ed belief that 
Iowa would be more prosperou with a slave population 
than with a German population. The Era editorial con­
tinued: 
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Their silence under uch circum tance was disgraceful to them­
elve and di loyal to their tat ; and the lame explanation of 
enator Butler on the 25th, mad doubtle at their in tance, can­

not extenuate their conduct. 
If the people of Iowa ar not like their enator , they will take 

care in their August election to how the gentlemen that they 
have agacity enough not to be humbugged, and elf-re pect enough 
to prefer free labor to lave labor, or a free to a lave population. 

The most important of Whittier' editorial in the Na­
tional Era regarding Iowa, however, wa the on ntitled 
"Free lave tate ". Thi appeared on Jul 27 1 54, ju t 
before the ugu t election of that year. It follow in full: 

We are among tho e who look with hopeful int r t upon the 
movements of the ociation for aiding emigration from the free 
tates to Kan as. It i conducted by practical men, who are not 

accu tomed to failure in the ent rpri e they undertake. Th re i , 
neverthele , a que tion in re p ct to it, which we would like to 
have ati factorily an wered. Granting a preponderance of free 

tate emio-rant to the territory, and that, in con equence lavery 
i denied a place in the on titntion of the new tate, we would 
till like to know what ecurity we have that the moral and political 

power of Kansas will be found on the ide of Freedom in the a­
tional ouncil and in Pre idential election . W e really cannot feel 
ntire confidence in the tability of migrant who, at home, have 

been by no means reliable. The Javery-prohibition clau e in the 
on titution of California wa hailed as a orthern triumph, but it 

ha thu far proved a very barren victory. The Repre entative of 
that tate have uniformly vot d with tho e of the ultra lave tate ; 
their whole tone and bearing on the que tion of Javery have been 
uch as to lea-" a di intere ted ob crver to uppo e that the protec­

tion and extension of the cl te table in titution were the grand 
object of their participation in the national 1 gi lation. When to 
this i added the fact that i local Legi lature ha cunnin ly evaded 
the con titutional prohibition of lavery, and afforded laveholders 
all needful ecurity for holding and reclaimino- their human cha~ 
tel , w really cannot ee much to boast of in '' the free tate of the 
Pacific.'' 

Iowa - the near neighbor of Kansa - i another p cimen of a 
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Fr la e tat . From th hour of i ad.mi ion to the pre ent, 
it and vot have b en given in favor of lavery. 

ugu t · Dodg ha alway b en a c rtain for any 
villanou chem ry Propagandi m, a tho of Butler 
and tch· on. Where t ial blam of thi tate of t · li , 
w do not -w hop at 1 ast that aker 
friend ther a rt in th matt r - but thE'r di -
0 ui ing the fact that Iowa i now, and ha be n from th out t, o 
far a h r action in th onfed racy i cone rned, to all int nt and 
purpo e a lav tat . \ e ar glad to notice, at the pre ent tim , 
ign of reaction and prot t a ain t thi un atural and degrading 

alliance, ufficient, at 1 a t to warran the hop that, at th election 
about to take place, a new ord r of men will b return d to on­
gre . e notice, with plea ur , amon the anti- ebra ka candi­
date the name of R. L. B. larke, a brother of rac r enwood, 
and, lik h r, loving Fr edom and hating lavery with qual hearti­
ne . Ile can carcel fail to unite upon himself the entire anti-

ebra ka tr ngth of hi di trict. f th anti- dmini tration can­
didate· in the other di trict w hav no p onal knowleda ; but, 
if they ar reliabl m n, it i to be hop d that they will have the 
upport of all partie oppo ed to lavery xten ion. Ther i no 

time left for ne arrangement and combination·. The anti- dmin­
istration candidate , a a matter of cou e, tand pledg d to rever 
the mi chievou poli y of the Dodg and H nn , and th ir election 
would go far to plac Iowa where h b long on th li t of Free 

tate. 

In an un igned ditorial und r dat of D ember 2 , 
1 54, entitled "Iowa" there appear the al di tory for the 
year. The ditorial not um up the vot by which rrm 
wa elected Governor of Iowa. ' Th L gi latur aft r 

ome trouble, ucceeded in effe tino- an or anization. 
Governor Grime , in an excellent Inaugural, thu ref r 
to the lavery Que tion: 'It becom the tat of Iowa­
the only free child of the 1i ouri ompromi e, - to 1 t 
the world know, that he value the bl in that com­
promi e ha ecured to her, and that h will never con-
ent to become a party to the nationalization of Javery.' " 
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In hi d bate with John P. Hale in May, 1 50, Dodge 
had d clared hi irrevocable determination to oppo e the 
abolition i t and the "hi h r law ' doctrine which had 
come to b h ld b an -v r incr a ing number of per on , 
and h held fa t to hi b lief that the Con titution de­
fended lavery and mu t be pre erv d. He affirmed the 
good faith of Iowa to a bid by the term of the Fugitive 

lave Law. He cited the ca e of Ruel Da(Y(Y a<Yain t Elihu 
Frazier and other al m uak r 19 to prove he wa backed 
hy Iowa ntiment. But th Iowa attitude wa changin(Y, 
and chan(Yin(Y mor rapidly than Dod(Ye r alized. au e 
ar not won by , ord but by tabli hin°· new piritua1 
attitude . 

Thi n w attitude i u 0 ·g t d in a letter publi hed in 
the ational Era on ptember 21, 1 54, ci ing a picture 
of pion er life and chan(Yin°· opinion in Iowa: 

Eureka. Iowa, pt. 6 1 54 
To th e Editor of th ational Era: 

I t i now more than a year ince I gave you a ketch of home­
hun tino- in Iowa. nr election on a beautiful tream (Richland 

re k) wa away back in the wilderne . . . . It i now in the 
heart of a thriving neighborhood, with but littl land vacant within 
even mile of u . o one unacquainted with We tern life of late 

y ars can r ealize the change one y ar ha made. . . . We are 
now no lono-er a hamed to be known a Iowaian . Dodge and 
Jone ! Wh ·n Yer I thought of them, I wi h d they lived in ome 
oth r tat e. The hange i radical; it will la t. In our pr cinct, 
not one ;,l e bra, ka vot wa given. The in-coming population i of 
the right ort. 

Your truly, 
M. 

This 1 tter of a pioneer reflect the chancino- pirit. The 
dang rou doctrine of the "higher law" the t net of the 

19 An art iel in the A nnals of I owa ( Third eri ) , Vol. VI, pp. 91J., gives 
in full this interesting ea e. The counsel r presenting Daggs insolently referred 
to th e Quaker 1eeting Ilou e a t Salem as the '' bolition Meeting House' ' . 
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abolitioni t and th <l t rmination of th uak r mad 
th hano- . h po, rful anti- bra ka ntim nth igh -
u d b at zonal Era v rwh Im d ~ nal r I d r , 

and in J anuar 1 5:- h wa uc · d d in th nat l>y 
Jam llarlan. , hitti r had triumph cl. But thi · wa · 
nl. th b · · ' hi int r .-t in low. . ~ 'oon a eoll ge 

m al m ar hi nc m , and from thi, o 
turdy pi w r to rr hi, 11, m to 1nlifornia th r 

to tabli h a ity , nd a 11 a h proudl) to h ar hi · 
11am. 

'u.rnu. ...\RTIIl n lIAw1, 1n-
, TATI: NlVERSIT\" OF IOWA 

IOWA ITV low.\ 


