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The on tantly r curring outbr ak b tween th variou 
Indian trib and friction betw n Indian and fur trad r 
had made nee ar the r tion of militar. po t at tra­
t O'ic point along th pp r 11i i ippi b for th arrival 
of the :fir t t amboa in 1 23. For Edward wa located 
on the a t id of th Ii i ippi at th mouth of the De 
loin River, near the fo t of th Low r Rapid . Fort 
rm tr ng, r t d in 1 16, wa ituat d on Rock I land 

at th foot of the pp r apid . Fort rawford, al o 
r ct d in 1 16, tood on the out kirt of th little French 
illage of Prairi du hien mil above the junction 

of the Wi con in an l th 1i i ippi. Fort n llino- wa 
built on a tow rinO' bluff on th "\\' t bank of th Ii i -
ippi at it junction , ith th t. P t r' or !inn ota 

River. I wa e tabli h d in 1 9 on a it a · ht 
hundr d mil from what wa to b it chi f ource of 
upply and r ··nfor nt on Barrack , 1i ouri. 

Equall dep ndent on th · ippi teamboat 
w po ituat d on th · ibu · of the 
I\Ii · ippi. cond ort D at th Racco n 
Fork of the D me Riv r, and Fort tkin n in north-
ea t rn Iowa, Fort id and Fort Ripl in Iinn -
ota, and Fort Winn b ·n i on in wer imp rtant 

militar po t in th od prior to the i il War. 1 

1 ' orthwestern Gazett<' and Galena .Adt•erti r, July 5, 1 44; Han n' Old 
Fort nelling, pp. l - 30; Mahan 's Old Fort rawford anil th e Frontier, pp. 
65- , 120-139; Tanner 's Iii tory of Fort Ripley, 1 49 to 1859, in [ innesota 
H istorical Collections, Vol. X, Pt. 1, pp. 179-202; American tate Papers, 
I ndian Affairs, Vol. II, p . 265; Van der Zee 's Fort in the Iowa Country in 
THE IowA Jo &NAL OF IlISTORY A D POLITICS, ol. II pp. 163-204. 
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Approximately four decades intervened between the erec­
tion of Fort rm trong and Fort rawf ord and such posts 
a Fort Ridgely on the Minne ota River and Fort Ripley 
on the 1:i i ippi River above the Falls of t. nthony. 
A the Indian and fur trader frontier reced d before the 
oncoming wave of immigration, the military frontier fol­
lowed and the distance which teamboats had to travel was 
eon equently increa ed. 

The pre ence of troop on the frontier gave steamboat­
ing it initial impetu . Both the Virginia and the Rambler 
carried public tore a far north as Fort nelling in 1823. 
Prior to thi time keelboat were u ed to tran port troop 
and upplies to the newly erected fort . To complete the 
entire journey up tr am to Fort nelling-the mo t re­
mote point on the pper Iissis ippi- the keelboat some­
time took only forty day , but often a many as sixty 
were required. As early a 1819 the ar Department 
ordered Iajor Thoma For yth to hip 2000 worth of 
crood by teamboat to the Sioux Indians above Prairie 
du hien in payment for the ite on which Fort nelling 
wa to be e tabli bed. But at that time it wa believed 
that the rapid could not be temmed by steamboat and 
keelboat were u ed. By the summer of 1826 fourteen 

teamboat had followed in the wake of the Virginia and 
the Rambler and each had ventured northward primarily 
becau e of the traffic in troops and military upplie .2 

The advent of th steamboat on the pper Mi i sippi 
wa of trategic importance to the government. Tran por-

2 Mi. souri Rep11blican (Rt. Loui ) , )fay 24, 1 24; Taliafrrro Journal, o. 
II ( manu cript in po ses ion of the Minne ota Hi torical ociety) ; Forsyth 's 
Fort nelling: Col. Leavenworth's Expedition to Establish It, in 1819, in 
Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. III, p. 140; Petersen's The "Virginia", 
the "Clermont" of the Upper Mississippi in Minnesota History, Vol. IX, pp. 
34 -352; Bi hop's Floral Home; or First Years of Minnesota (New York, 
1 57), p. 32; eill's Occurrences in and around Fort Snelling, from 1819 to 
1840, in the Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, pp. 102-116. 
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tation by k elboat had been low, un rtain and exp n ive, 
and the ri k o-reat. In 1819, for example Jame John on 
barged 3 cent per pound to tran port good from Belle­

fontain , :1Ii ouri, to Fort rawford. t $3.00 per 100 
pound the 3 9,946 pound or 194 ton n tted 11 699.2 . 
De pit the fact that t. P t r' wa onl two hundr d 
mile farther up tream the ost from B llefontaine wa 7 
cent p r pound and 9, 10.50 wa paid to tran port 70 
ton of provi ions to that po t. Thi wa more than even 
time the u ual charge mad later b teamboat .8 

t amboat w re afford d v ral wa of reapin pro-
fit on the pp r fi i ippi. i ntifi and xplorin 
expedition w re gen rail d pendent on t amboat for 
tran portation of equipment and uppli . Tour of in­
spection of the military po t oc urr c1 almo t . early. 
Ioreov r, troop a i ted in conductin Indian to th ir 

n w home or to treat ground and th r by fattened the 
po ketbook of teamboat aptain and owner . But more 
important than the wa th tran portation of troop in 
time of war the yearly mo ment of troop from po to 
po t durin · time of p a e, and the tran portation of up­
pli and equipment. 

CIE TIFI EXPEDITIO S 

In 1 20, thr year befor th vo aO'e of the Virginia, 
th t amboat W st rn Engin e r a nd d the pper Ii -
i ippi a far a th pr nt it of K okuk. Th e-vent 

wa igni:ficant not only b can the We tern Engin er wa 
th fir t teamboat to a c n l the ri\"er on a cienti:fic x­
pedition but al o becau he wa th fir t craft known 
to hav a ccnd d the pper Ii i ippi a far a the 
Lower Rapid . The W estern Eng ineer wa built at the 

nited tat r enal on th bank of the llegh n Riv r 

s American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. II, p. 69. 
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near Pitt bur 0 ·h durino- the winter of 1818. Th boat was 
laun hed on March 2 , 1819, and '' embraced the watery 
elem nt in the mo t graceful manner, under a national 
alute". 4 he wa a dingy looking craft, mea uring only 

thirty ton and drawing but nineteen inche of water 
li ·ht. Her equipment wa calculated to trike terror in 
the heart of the Indian . In form the Western Engineer 
resembled a black, caly erp nt, ri in00 out of the water 
from under th boat, with wa te steam escapin 00 from its 
..,culptured head. t. Loui new paper declared that 

uch object a '' artiller ; the fla 00 of th republic; por­
trait of a white man and an Indian hakin 00 hand ; the 
calumet of peace; a word; then the appar nt mon ter with 
a painted ve el on hi back, the ide gaping with port­
hole , and bri tlin 00 with gun '' would fri 00hten all except 
the mo t daring Indian . 6 

mineralo ·i t, a botani t, a geographer, and a painter, 
together with a con iderable force of troop were with 
fajor tephen H. Long on the We tern Engineer when 
he t am d down the Ohio from Pitt burgh on fay 5, 

1 1 . t. Loui wa r ached on June 9th, thirty- ix days 
after the boat' departure from Pitt burgh. It took the 
W estern Engine r almo t three month to a cend the Mis­
souri Rive to a point called Engineer's antonment on 
the ebra ka id of the Ii souri River, a hort di tance 
abo e pre ent-day ouncil Bluffs. H re th expedition 
went into winter quarter . 

The difficulty of navi 00ating the ii ouri and the failure 
of the other teamboat to follow the W esteni Engineer 

4 Pittsburgh Gaztrtte, March 30, 1 19. For an account of the first steam­
boats built and operated on the Allegheny River see Ku sart's The First 
Steamboats on the Allegheny River in The Waterways Journal ( t. Louis), 
Vol. XLI, (December 22, 192 ), p. 6. 

s Niles' Weekly Register, Vol. XVI, (July 24, 1 19), p. 36 ; Flint's L etters 
from America in Thwaites 's Early Western Travels, Vol. IX, pp. 164, 165. 
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n c itated a chano- in plan , and Li utenant Jame D. 
Graham wa order d to t am down th Mi ouri to t. 
Loui with th We t r11, E1igi1ie r thence up the l\fi i ippi 
to th ' De Ioyen'' rapid and th n down the am tream 
to ape Girardeau "takinO' u h ob rvation and ketche 
on th voyaO'e a are r qui it in n tru tino- a chart of 
that part of th riv r and the adja nt country. " 6 

Little i known of thi voya n he pper Ii i ippi, 
for in makino- hi report Iajor on m r ly tate the 
re ult of the urv of tho aboard the W tern En-
gin r. '' Th bottom on th pp r Mi i ippi ', Lon()' 
reported, ontain 1 woodland in proportion to their 
ext nt, than tho e of th Ii ouri. The prairie upon thi 
river al o b ome more num rou and ext n ive a we pro­
c d upward.'' Th land wa f rtil , thouo-h hilly, and 
timb red in pot with ottonwood, blu and , bite a h, 
ha kberry, bla k walnu , h rry, mulb rry, hickor ', and 

veral vari ti of oak. The population wa lo ated al-
mo t xclu i ely in the riv r vall and extend d upward 
about 160 mil . E p ially num rou w r the alt Riv r 

ttlem nts around Loui iana, Ii ouri but Lon°· f lt that 
the arcit of timb r, mill it , and prino· of water 
would prove a nou imp dim nt to ttl ment in that 
re 0 ·ion. 7 

It "a 1 ft to aptain t ph n att K arn) t r cord 
th pr n e of th fir t teamboat known to hav a c nd d 
th pper Ii i ippi River a far a Keokuk. In hi jour­
nal of uo-u t 15 1 20, K arny "Wrot : 

6 Flint's L etters from America in Thwaite 's Early W estern Travels, Vol. 
IX, pp. 164, 165; Jam 's Account of an Expedition from Pittsburgh to the 
Rocky Mountains, perform d in the Years 1819, 1820 . ... under the com­
mand of Maj. . II.. Long in Thwaite 's Early W<' tern Travels, Vol. IV, pp. 
39-45, 96-10 , 121-221, Vol. XV, pp. 1 -190, Vol. XVII, p. 97. 

7 Jam s' .tfrcO'lrnt of an Exp dition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Moun­
tains, performed iii the Years 1 19, 1820 . ... under the command of Maj. 
·. H. Long in Thwaites' Early We tern Trai·Pls, Vol. XVII, pp. 11 , 119. 
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t . M. we embarked on board our can~, & de cended one 
mile, to the mouth of the De foin , where we found the team 
Boat, '' W tern EnO'ine r,'' commanded by Lieut. Graham, who 
cam here a week ince, for the purpo e of taking ob ervation , 
&c. Put our bagcrage on board & fa tened the canoe to her. rear 
thi aw a coffin containing the bone of an Indian tied fast to 
the centre of a large tree which was done t the request of the 
decea ed to pre rv hi fame after the extinction of his body. 

Proceded at 10 & run about 15 mile when about 1 P. M. we 
found our elve on the and bar & from which we endeavored, 
but without ucce , to xtricate our elve . The boat ha but few 
hand & tho e ick with fever . 
August 16th. 

At . L we ucceeded after much e rtion in getting off the 
andbar & in endeavoring to cro to the oppo ite hore to reach 

the channel, we ran on another bar about 200 yard from the one 
we left, & found our Ives even fa ter than before. 

At 2 P. L, aware of the uncertainty of the t am Boat reach­
mg t. Loui , and our party being de irous to proceed without 
lo of time we took to our canoe, & having a favorable breeze 
hoi ted ail. 

uch unfavorable r port and par e ettlement w re 
doubtle re pon ible for the failure of t am boat to navi­
gate the pper 1i i ippi abov th Lower Rapid before 
the voyao-e of the Virginia in 1 23. 

The We tern Engineer was built and owned by the o-ov­
ernment, but thr e other boat u ed in the expedition - the 
John on, the Expedit·ion, and the Jeffer on-wer con-
tructed by Jame John on of cott ounty, Kentucky. 

The con ract r quired John on to tran port clothino-, ord­
nance, and military tore from Pitt burgh to t. Loui . 
to furni h upplie , and to upply transportation. John on 
• timated the o t of thi ervice at $256,818.15, an amount 

which taggered the committee appointed to inv ti()'ate 
the bill, but it wa endor ed by Quarter Ia ter General 

s Porter's Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny in M~souri H~tori.cal Society 
Collectf.ons, Vol. III, pp. 127-129. 
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Thoma J e up. For th fort -day detention of the 
Expedition at the mouth of the 1i ouri, John on de­
manded 13,333.33 or more than double the value of the 
boat. t the same time he a ked $7200 for the thirty- ix 
day delay of th John on.9 

De pite the expen e incurred, cientific expedition 
wer frequently undertaken. Indeed, in 1 20, the same year 
that the Western Engineer wa a cendincr the pper (i -
i ippi to the De Moin Rapid , Hem R . choolcraft 

wa d patched to di cov r th ource of the Ii i sippi, 
a ta k he was not de tined to accompli h until 1 32.10 In 
1 23 William H . K ating led a portion of another one of 

tephen H. Loner' exp dition down he Wi con in in keel­
boat and up the Ii i ippi to the ource of the t. 
Peter' River.11 En!rineer were con tantl d patched to 
make urv , ounding , and map of the river, and equip­
m nt wa pro, id d. The pper and Lm r rapid were 
e pecially trouble om , and in 1 7 Li utenant Robert E. 
L e wa nt to r port on the be t mean of eliminating 
the latter. 12 When the northern rout for a tran conti­
n ntal railroad wa urv ed by I aac I. teven in 1 53, 
t amboat carried member of th expedition, cientific 

equipment, food, clothing, and or of draft animal to 
t. Paul. t ven arrived at t. Paul on Iay 27, 1 53, on 

9 American tatc Papers, Military .Affairs, ol. II, pp. 6 , 69, 324, 325. ee 
also Documents in Relati-On to the Claim of James Johnson for Transportation 
on the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, printed in House Executive Documents, 
16th Congress, 2nd Session, Document o. 110. 

10 choolcraft 's arrative Journal of Travels . ... to the sources of the 
Mississippi River (Albany, 1 21); choolcraft 's Narrative of an Expediti-On 
through the pper Mississippi to lta ca Lake ( ew York, 1 34). 

11 Keating 's Narrative of an Expediti-On to the Source of the St. Peter's 
River (London, 1 25). 

12 Drumm's Robert E. Lee and the Improvement of the Mississippi River in 
Missouri Historical Collections, ol. VI, p. 161; Wil on 's The Des Moines 
Rapids Canal in The Palimpsest, Vol. V, pp. 117-132. 
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board the Nominee, having purcha ed all the draft mules 
offered in the ports along the way. Such expeditions offered 
a lucrative income to steamboat captains.13 

TOURS OF INSPECTION 

Another source of profit was deri ed from carrying 
inspectors to the various military posts. In the spring of 
1824 Brigadier General Winfield Scott left St. Louis for 
the Upper Mississippi on the steamboat Mandan, Captain 
William Linn commanding. It was on this trip that Scott 
recommended changing the name of Fort St. Anthony to 
Fort Snelling. Six weeks later the 111 andan returned to St. 
Louis in sixty-two and one-half hours running time. Cap­
tain Linn expressed the belief that he could make the 
round trip of :fifteen hundred miles in ten days. Shortly 
afterwards the M and011i ascended the Missouri River to 
Fort Atkinson. 

Jefferson Barracks was the entrepot for such expeditions 
and the trips were made when a good stage of water was 
assured. Having completed their inspection of the posts 
on the pper fississippi, Brigadier General Henry Leav­
enworth and his officers left St. Louis in the fall of 1831 
on board the Enterprise for Cantor:ment Jesup near N atchi­
toches, Louisiana. Though the number of passengers car­
ried was small such trips afforded a welcome addition to 
the business of the Upper Mississippi steamboats.14 

MILITARY ESCORT FOR INDIAN TRIBES AND DELEGATIONS 

Troops escorted Indian delegates to treaty grounds and 
the tribes to new reservations. Bound for the conference 
at Prairie du Chien, a detachment of troops under Colonel 

1a Explorations and Surveys for a Railroad Route from the Mississippi Rvver 
to the Pacific Ocean (Washington, 1860), Vol. XII, Book 1, p. 35. 

14 Missouri Rep-ublican (St. Louis), April 5, 1824, September 27, 1831; St. 
Louis Enquirer, May 24, 1 24; N eill 's Occurrences in and around F ort Snell­
ing from 1819 to 1840 in Minnesota Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 108. 
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Willoughby Iorgan accompani d the thr e hundred In­
dian on board aptain Butl r' Plan t when he arrived 
at Dubuque in 1 30. Dragoon and r gular were aboard 
the Dr. Franklin a he teamed back and forth from 
Waba ha' prairi to t. Paul durino- the removal of the 
v innebaO'o in 1 48. Troop w r e al o aboard the E xcelsior 
when he conveyed the lower tribe of ioux to Traver e 
de ioux in 1 51. fter the ma acr e at w lm, !in­
n ota, in 1 62, a h avy military force e cort d the ioux 
pn oner down the :Minn ota and :\Ii i ippi river to 
Davenport.1 5 

MOVEME T OF TROOP DUR! G WAR TIMES 

The tran portation of troop durino- war time wa 
u ually mor profitable than durino- tim of peac , be­
cau e the work wa done under pr ur and no tim ould 
be lo t in obtaininO' ompetitiv bid . Th teamboat 
Hamilton, Indiana, and E ex d parted from J e:ffer on 
Barrack in July, 1827, with a deta hment of five hundred 
soldier under Brigadier General H nry tkin on, de tined 
for the pper Mi i ippi Valley to cha ti e the Winne­
bag·o for attackino- white ettler . The proO'r of thi for­
midable flotilla wa interrupted by th low tao-e of water 
at the De Ioine Rapid and th r emainder of the jour• 
n y wa made b keelboat. In 1 31, six companie from 
th Third and ixth R eo-iment 1 ft J e:ffer on Barrack on 

aptain Jam fay ' E nterpri e bound for Rock I land 
to quell a· turban e of auk, Fox, and Winnebago 
Indian .16 

1s Miner' Journal (Galena), July 3, 1 30; 'ort hwestern Gazette and Galena 
Advertiser, :May 23, J une 7, 9, 29 1 4 ; Galena Daily A dv rtiser, July 9, 
1 51 ; A nnual Report of t he Commi.sswner of l ndi.an A ffairs, l 66, p p. 46, 
47, 212, 213; I ahan s Movilig the Winnebago in The Palimpsest, Vol. III, 
pp. 33-52. n account of the incidents of the t rip down the Min ne ota River 
was given t he writer by aptain J ohn Killeen of Dubuqu . 

16 Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), J uly 19, 26, 1 27, fay 31, 1 31; Mis-
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pper :Mi i ippi steamboat also played an important 
role in three major conflict - the Black Hawk War, the 
1exican ar, and the Civil War. During the Black Hawk 

and lexican war the Mi issippi was th chief avenue nf 
transportation and communication, while throughout the 
Civil War teamboats conveyed most of the troops south­
ward. 

With the outbreak of the Black Hawk War in 1832 th 
Indian que tion became a national in tead of a local and 
minor i ue. Steamboat were promptly pre ed into s r­
vice of the o-o ernment. arly in April, 1832, the ixth 
Regiment of nited tates Infantry left J effer on Bar­
rack on board the Enterprize and Chieftain with trict 
order to force the auk and Fo to surrender the murder­
er of twent -eio-ht fenomonee Indian in the village of 
Prairie du hien. ndeterred by thi movement, Black 
Hawk and hi follower tarted up the Rock River where 
the defeat of the militia at Stillman' Run was followed 
by Governor John Reynold ' proclamation a king for two 
thou and mounted olunteers. Thoroughly arou ed by this 
rever e, both State and national government worked fran­
ticall to cru h the upri ing.17 

Throughout the ho tilitie , conflicting reports trickled 
into t. Loui from steamboats running on the Illinoi and 

pper Mis i ippi rivers. Crowd lounged about the levee 
awaiting each arrival. Anxiou wives and mother lingered 
patiently, hopeful for news from passengers and new -
paper brought down on the steamboat. lways extolled 
for their kindnes and gentlemanly virtue , captain and 
clerks became more popular than ever. Pilots recei ed 
fabulou salarie but the lowly clerk received the plaudit 

sowri Observer (St. Louis), eptember 5, 1827, quoted in Niles' Weekly Regi.s­
ter, Vol. XXXIII ( eptember 29, 1 27), p. 6 . 

11 Mi.ssouri Republica,n (St. Louis), April 10, 17, May 8, 22, 1832. 
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of the pre s and new paper spared neither pace nor ink 
in extolling him. 18 

teamboating wa not without it attendant thrill in 
tho e day . Danger of nao- , explo ion , or fire now be­
came of secondary importance and pa engers and crew 
lived in con tant f ar of attack by band of Indian . While 
makin°· her way down tream from Galena to t. Louis the 
t amboat Dove wa uddenly attacked by Indian hidden 

alon°· th bank. Her ides and upper work were plattered 
with lead but he mana 0 ·ed to run afel through the gaunt­
l t of fire without eriou injury. Piloting und r uch con­
dition becam a real art. To lo e one's head and run the 
boat on a andbar or into the bank might ea il invite a 
ma acre. Throu 0 ·hout the truo-gle, however, pilot and 
captain exhibited a skill and darino- indicative of the char­
a ter of the men who operat d p er Ii i ippi steam­
boat .19 

Of the e pioneer river captains none wa better known 
than Jo eph Throckmorton, who for twenty year com­
manded a dozen diff rent boat and probably had a :finan­
cial intere t in a many more. Throckmorton beo-an hi 
ri or areer aboard th R ed Rover in 1 2 , bouo-ht the 
Winnebago in 1 31, and in the ummer of 1 32 brought the 
TV arrior and her af ty barge to t. Louis whence he im­
mediately et out for the war zone.20 

1 Missouri Republican ( t. Loui ), May 29, 1 32. This is ue alone carried 
news de patches brought by the Caroline, ouvenir, and Winnebago. 

19 Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), June 5, 1832. 

20 Enrolment of Ves els, Collector of Customs Office, Pittsburgh, Vol. 2, 
1 31- 1 35. Enrolments 30 and 31, June 2, 1 32, reveal the measurement 
and ownership of the Trarri.-Or and her safety barge. The Warri.-Or, built at 
Pitt burgh during the winter of 1 31-1 32 and owned by Joseph Throck­
morton and William Ilemp toad of Galena, wa 111 feet 5 inches long, 19 
feet beam, 5 feet hold, and measured 100 ton burden. he had one deck 
and no ma t, a transom stern, a cabin above deck for officers and crew, and 
a figurehead. Power was furni hed by a high pr s ure ngine and three 
boiler . Iler safety barge wa 111 feet inches long, 16 feet beam 4 feet 
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The Warrior arrived at Prairie du hi n ju t a Black 
Hawk and hi band were retreatino- toward the fi si ippi. 

he wa immediately pr ed into ervice and Throck­
morton wa o-i en order to patrol the river above the fort 
to prev nt the Indian from cro ino-. Lieutenant James 
W. King bur and Reuben Holm , wit a detachment of 
fift en regular and ix olunteer , were sent aboard and 
a mall ix-pounder wa placed on the bow. The Warrior 
fir t teamed north to Waba ha village where about one 
hundred and fifty Winnebago Indian were enlisted to help 
patrol the river. Then Thro kmorton proceed d down-
tr am and reached the pot where De oto now tand 

ju t a Black Hawk and hi warriors wer pouring down 
through the hill to the river. white fl.a · wa raised by 
Black Hawk and Throckmorton wa invit d to land but 
promptly refu ed. Black Hawk in turn refu ed to board 
the Warrior, whereupon ho tilities b 0 ·an. During the bri f 
engagement the Indian fir d hundred of shot , only ixty 
of which reached their mark. One man was wounded. Four 
shot of grape sent the Indians currying for shelter. 

Having halted the r treat of the Indians the Warrior 
teamed grimly down to Fort rawford for a fre h supply 

of fuel. While thi brief skirmish was of no great signifi­
cance in it elf it erved to check the Indians ufficiently to 
allow the troops to come up a little later and completely 
rout them at Bad xe. hortly afterward the innebago 
captured Black Hawk and brought him to Prairie du hien 
whence he and eleven of hi warriors were brought down 
to Jefferson Barrack on the steamboat Winnebago. 21 

inches hold, and measured 55 tons. According to Edward Jones, the ur­
veyor at Pittsburgh, the afety barge had a square stern, a cabin above deck, 
and a plain figure. The Warrior was one of the few steamboats to tow a 
safety barge on the pper Mi is ippi. 

21}; iles' Weekly Register, Vol. XLIII ( eptember 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 1832), 
pp. 5, 12, 13, 51, 7 , 79. 



272 row A JO R AL OF HI TORY D POLITIC 

Th pi ture que ommand r and their force u ed 
t amboat throuo-hou th Bla k Hawk War. In crib d 

in th cabin reo-i t r of uch boat a the hi ftain, the 
Dov , th Ent rprize, th TVarrior, th Winn bago and the 
TV ill iani Wallace ·w re th name of Bri adier General 
Henr tkin on Bri adi r n ral infi Id cott olonel 
Zachar Ta lor, and Li ut nant J ffer on Davi . H nry 

tkin on took pa ag on the Warrior to J ffer on Bar­
ra k after the battl of Bad x , while infi Id cott, 
in forwarding tkin on' b r p rt of the battl , dated 
the lett r '' team boat Warrior, n ar alena u . 10 ' . 22 

nd ther wer oth r war . n fay 15 1 46, th Teni­
pe t whi k d up to th alena 1 v with n w of the out­
break of th Ie:xi an ar. The J. JJ,f. White had brought 
thi n w from ew rl an to t. Loui wh n e the Tem­
pe t had teamed up tr am to pread th new throu bout 
he pp r Ii i ippi. Four la lat r th R ed Wing 

broug·ht n w pap r a ount of th de tru tion of Iata­
mora and the killino- of ev n hundr d :Mexican whil the 
Atla th ncle Toby, and th Prairi B ird arri d almo t 
in her wak with furth r di patch . ither tel !ITaph nor 
railroad had mad ufficien progT to act a a conn ting 
link o the pper Ii i ippi alley reli d on th team­
boat to tran mit th lat t n w from th fron . ince 
each communit had c ntribut d many youno- men to th 
tru 0 •0 ·1 , the 1 vee wa con tautly throno· cl with people 

awaitiiw th arrival f t amboat . Th r wa o-en ral r -
joicing at al na when in th prin°· of 1 47 th TV ar Eagle 
came , nortino- up th F Y r Riv r with n w of ~Iajor 
Gen ral Zachar Taylor victor at Buena i ta. 23 

22 Musouri Republican ( t. Louis) , May 29, June 51 26, July 10, August 
14, 21, 2 , S ptember 11, 1832; iles' Weekly Register, Vol. LITI ( eptem· 
ber , 1 32), p. 26. 

2s orthwestern Gazette and Galena .Advertiser, May 15, 19, 1 46, April 6, 
1 47. 
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Th outbreak of ho tilitie with Mexico demand d a quick 
concentration of troop throughout the Mi i ippi Valley 
and t amboat were immediately pre ed into ervice. Al­
mo t every down tream craft wa crowded with regular 
and volunteers. Early in June, 1846, the dragoon sta­
tioned at Fort rawford and Fort tkin. on pa ed down 
on aptain Throckmorton' Cecelia. hortly afterward 
volunt er from Galena and Jo Da ie ounty com po d 
chiefly of oung miner , departed for Alton on the St. 
Anthony. During the winter it was nee ary for troops 
to march ov rland and on February 2, 1 47, a company of 
weather-beat n but healthy soldier arri ed at Gal na aft r 
a four hundred mile tramp from t. Peter' . pring 
brouo-ht a revival of traffic, however and aptain John H. 
King recruited sixt -four men in Galena and departed im­
mediate! on the War Eagle. Two week later one hundred 
Illinoi volunt er left Galena and avanna for airo. Of 
the ixt and more craft which plied the pper 1i i ippi 
durino- the cour e of the 1exican ar, few fail d to ecure 
a fair bar of the troop and supplie mo ing outhward. 24 

Durin · th winter of 1 60 the importance of th impend­
ing truo-gle on pper fi i ippi t amboat wa quick! 
recoe:nized. Ea tern newspaper ympathized with the 
northw t rn tate becau e they felt that ece ion would 
lo e the 1i is ippi River and pr v nt we tern product 

from movin · outhward. But a Dubuque new paper ditor 
thought thi unlikely and believed that the outh would 
grant free trade at both w rl an and fobile, which 
wa exactly what the Ea t did not want. week later the 

ame ditor ob erv d that the pro pect of b in · blocked 
by the outh wa a le important problem for enator 
Jam W. Grimes and other Iowa on -re men to olvP 

24 orthwest ern Gazette and Galena Advertiser, .June 26, .July 3, 1846; 
February 2, April 6, 20, 1 47; B loomington H erald, .June 26, 1 46. 
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than wa the ur · nt n d of appropriation for improvino-
th pp r and Low r rapid . 25 

xcit m nt wa at a f v r pit h durino- tho arly ivil 
"\ ar day . alena itiz n w r th rouo-hl alarmed when 
th t amboat La ro arriv d at th ir 1 v e with 224: 
k o- of powder from th Platt vill powd r mill pre um­
ably de tin d for Pil ' P ak. F arful 1 t the powder 
hould fall into th hand of ioni t at Hannibal or 
t. Loui and in ac or lance with he Illinoi Go,ernor' 

t 1 ram to d tain it by all mean ' , th mayor of Gal na 
f rba l th aptain f th La ro e to tak it <lown tr am. 

littl lat r the powd r ,,.,a ord r d to b forwarded to 
La alle, Illin i . 26 

Thou an<l of r -ular and volunt r w re tran ported 
b t amboat lurin°· th ivil ,Var. n rou quota of 
Yolunt er w re ontribut d by th variou town alon° 

Ii i ippi and it tributari a far north a t. Paul. 
Late in pril the uck r tat 1 ft Dubuqu with a dozen 
m mb r of th ov rnor' rey on board while her 

i t r hip, th II awk y tate, arri d a portion f the 
ir t Iowa R 0 ·im nt from Dav nport to I okuk. Eio-ht 

box of uniform for th Dubuqu r y were hipped 
to Ke kuk n board the K y ity. Early in J un the 

aHada pa d Dubuqu with tlu hundr d troop from 
M r 0 ·or Iowa, and on h r n · t trip h brotwht three 
ompani of ·olunt r from further up tr am. The e 

w r met at th 1 v by th Dubuque Yolunt r and made 
a '' 0 Tan 1 ap parading- throuO'h th tr t . 

h rtly aft th "'\"'\ a hin°·ton uar 1 of Dubuque 
th Pion r r Y of lack Hawk ounty and th 
Guard of Butler ounty 1 ft I ulmqu n the K ey i l y. 
'lhrou 0 ·h ut th ea on th J eunie Dea11 th Dell mark, th 

25 The H erald (Dubuque) , J anuary 30, F ebruary 7, 1 61. 

2s The H erald (Dubuqu ) , April 27, 1 61. 
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Henry lay, the P tnbina, the Bill Hender on, and two 
core other craft took companie of volunteer to the an­

ou point below. o Tatifyin · w re the return from u h 
employment durino- the fir t few month of the war that 
the orth rn Line Pa k t ompany of t. Loui did an 
unprec dented thing: it reduced the f arP for tran porting 
troop 127 

De pite thi activity in tran porting troop , the war had, 
at fir t, a depre ing ff ct on t amboatin . In comment­
in0· on an item in the K okuk pre the Dubuque Herald 
of June 2, 1 61, declared that a imilar situation would 
oon exi all alonO' the river if the war continu d. The 

Keokuk de patch read: 

To u tain a river new column with the bu ine that' now 
doino- and·the numb r of boat running, would be an impo ibility. 
If our oldier w r not daily exerci ino- on the Levee we would 

o-row there in abundance. Th public can judo-e what 
bu ine there i when ix regular lin r do the whole of it from 

t. Loui to the upper Lake . Only for the mail the Keokuk and 
. Loui Packet could not make xp n to run o e boat and 

make weekly trip . The orthern Line boat bring up a great 
many pa enger but very little fr ight, and th ir return freights 
are equally meagre, and totally de titute of pa enger . Produce 
find no outlet below u , and merchant ju t order ufficient to 
keep their tock a orted. 

o many teamboat lay idle at the variou port , that 
the Herald of June 11, 1 61, propo ed that an excur ion be 
run to Keokuk to allow the relative and friend an oppor­
tunity to vi it the three hundred volunteers encamped at 
that point. 

But navigation lowly revived a the ummer wore on, 
for a bett r tao· of water and the movement of gra·n 
outhward once more called teamboat into action. ap-

21 The H erald (Dubuque), April 2 , June I, 3, 6, 13, I 61. 
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tain Datu E. oon' compan of ixt -:five cavalrymen wa 
given a rou in f arew 11 wh n the D n1-nark departed from 
Dubuque in ugu t. Th heer of th ompan from the 
hurrican d ck of th D nmark , er h ard on the bluff 
of th city half a mil di tant. 2 

In o emb r, 1 61, a flotilla of t amboat carried the 
Third R iment of :Minn ota olunt er outhward from 

t. Paul. Throng of h rino- people gather d at the vari-
ou, town along th Ii i ippi to e the troop . The 
1 e at R d ' jamm d' with he large t crowd 

r to o-ath r th r . ach boat wa gr ted with cheer 
and a alute. "'\Vh n the teamb at with the Goodhue 

ount olunt er arrived, an immen e bonfire wa lio-hted 
near the point where the boat land d. Th oldier w re 
allowed a half hour a hore whi h wa p nt in hurried 
greeting and farew 11 to relativ and fri nd .29 

MOVEME T OF TROOP DURI G PEA E TI fE 

The mov m nt of troop durin°· time of p ace wa more 
profitable than in tim of war wh n view d ov r a p riod 
of thr e d cad . ha alr ad b n pointed out, prior 
to the voyao- of th Virginia in 1 23 troop had u ually 
be n tran port d by k lboat, am thod whi h wa a o tly 
a it wa lo, . In 1 21, for exampl , it took the keelboat 
James Ro ixteen da to onv y a detachment of the 
Fifth Infantr from rairie du hien to t. P ter' . l-
thou0·h no rapid imp d d it proo-r th Jame Ro 
av rao- d but thirt en mil p r da for th two hundr d 
and twelv mil of riv r between rawford and Fort 

t. nthon 
K lboat ·en rally d cend d with irr at facilit n 
tob r 1 , 1 21, the aucy Jack left t. P t r' with 

2 D aily Express and H erald (Dubuqu ) , Aug u t 1 1 61. 

20 Goodhue ounty Repub l ican (Red Wing), o,·emb r 22, 1 61. 
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Colonel Snelling on board. Gliding along at the rate of 
eight mile an hour the Saucy Jack traveled throughout the 
night and by unri e reached the foot of Lake Pepin, a 
distance of eighty miles. Four days were required to reach 
Prairie du hi n. Thi was e ceptionally o-ood time and 
meant that wind and water wer favorab e. The Saucy Jack 
probably con urned about sixt -fi e hours running time so 
that the average rate of speed wa approximately three 
mile per hour downstream. Three years later, in 1824, 
the teamboat Mandan ran from St. Peter's to St. Louis 
in sixty-two and one-half hour running time, an average 
of almo t twelve miles per hour downstream. ao 

To facilitate the tran portation of troops and supplies 
Brigadier General Henr tkinson invented a new type of 
craft. The new boat made the trip from t. Louis to St. 

harles on the i souri River in two day or half the time 
u ually con urned by the keelboat. It WRS estimated that 

tkin on's boat could average twenty miles a day and 
make thirty in an emergency. The following description of 

tkin on' trange craft has been left us : 

The machinery con i t of a haft , thrown aero the centre of 
the boat with a wat r wheel at each end - a five feet cog wheel 
in the centre of the shaft, and put in motion by another cog wheel, 
three feet four inches, re ting on an iron shaft, which supports a 
fly wheel at one end, of eight feet in diameter. The fly and small 
cog wheel are moved by a crank, projecting from an arm of the 
fly wheel, with two pitmans, which are impelled by soldiers, eated 
on from eight to ten benches, four abreast, with a succession of 
cross bar before each bench, contained in a frame that moves on 
slide , with a three feet stroke of the crank. The men are com­
fortably seated under an awning, heltered from the sun and rain 
- the labor much lighter than rowin"' with a common oar, and 
the boats are propelled with a velocity ufficient to stem the most 
rapid current of the Mi ouri.31 

30 Taliaf erro Journ,al, o. II; St. Louis Enquirer, May 24, 1824. 

31 Niles' Weekly Register, Vol. XXVII ( "ovember 6, 1 24), pp. 149, 150. 
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fter the ucce ful navigation of th pp r Ii i 1pp1 
by th Virginia however, it wa only on rare occa ion that 
k elboat and imilar craft wer r orted to. Thu , in 1 26, 
thirt -five ke lboat arriv d at t. Loui from r en Bay 
brin°·ing· the Third R 0 ·iment of Infantr . Durin · the drie t 
ea on th flotilla had to p rtao- only tw nty-fiv hundred 

yard between the Fo and Wi con in riv r . 32 o·ain, the 
low tage f water in 1 27 for d the troop under Brio-a­
dier Gen ral tkin on to di embark from the Jll[i ouri and 
Illinois at th foot of th Low r apid and omplet the 
remainder of the journ y to Prairi du hien by keelboat. 
With a few uch xcep ion , howev r, th tran portation 
of troop aft r 1 25 wa perform d b T t am boat. 3 3 

ttack were often made in ono-r a 0 ·ain t th e pen-
diture of large sum early for tran portino- oldi r from 
po t to po t, but th polic wa warml def end d by Major 
G n ral Jacob Brown. He a rt d that th army look d 
to the g v rnment for ' ju tic and impartiality'' in th 
di tribution of troop , ome of whom would if no chano-
' r ma le, be located in unh althy urroundino- for lono­
period wiLh no hope of a tran f r. Th occa ional mov -
m nt of troop wa al o n c ary for the "pr ervation 
of di ipline and ffi ienc "and it wa held that the morale 
and o-en ral ondition of th tro p wa k pt at uch a bi ·b 
1 vel that th o-ood r ult mor than comp n ated for th 
expenditure involved in tran p rta tion. 34 

e pite th occa i nal outbur t in ongr th move-
m nt of troop continu d and teamboat r ap d rich 
profit . Th t amboac Jfi ouri l ft J ff r on Barrack in 
th pring of 1 2 with i T compani of th Fir t nited 

s2 St. Louis H erald, ovember , 1 26, quoted in Tiles' Weekly Regtster, 
Vol. XXXI (D cember 9, 1 26), p. 226. 

ss Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), July 19, 26, 1 27. 

34 American tate Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. III, pp. 655, 656. 
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State Infantry and two of the Third, under olonel John 
:Mc il. Three companie of the Fir t were destined for 
Fort nellinO', three for Fort Howard, four were to di em­
bark at Fort rawford, while but two were to be left at 
Fort rmstrong. t the same time the steamboat Illinois 
a cended the fissouri River with fourteen companie under 
Colonel Henry Leavenworth for Cantonment Leaven­
worth.35 

In 1837 the entire First Re 0 ·iment of Infantry stationed 
at Fort rawf ord and Fort nelling was ordered to the 
Red River where a half dozen regiment had already been 
concentrated.36 Two year later the Pike arrived at Galena 
bound for Fort · nelling with eighty new recruits from 
Coving-ton, Kentucky. hortl afterward the Pike re­
turned to Prairie du Chien to pick up one hundred troop 
destined for Fort Snellin ·. t that time there were two 
hundred soldier at Fort Crawford and three hundred at 
Fort nelling.37 

teamboats engaged in conveying troops on the pper 
Ii i ippi met with an occa ional accident but the casual­

tie were only minor in character. Thu , in April, 1842, 
the Illvnois sank on the Lower Rapids while ascending the 
Iissis ippi with troop from J e:fferson Barracks. At the 

same time the Galena passed upstream with 358 oldiers 
on board, 130 of whom were de tined for Fort Snelling 
whil the remainder were to be di charged at Fort Craw­
ford. The Galena broke her machinery on the way up and 
blew a cylinder while bound down tream. he as towed 
from Galena to St. Louis by the ew Brazil. On pril 27, 
1865, the ultana exploded on the lower ii si sippi with a 

35 Missouri Republican (St. Louis), April 29, 182 . 

36 Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), May 31, 1837, quoted in the Northwestern 
Gazette and Galena Advertiser, June 10, 1837. 

s1 Northwestern Gazette and Galena Advertiser, eptember 3, 21, 1839. 
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lo of 1647 live , th wor t di a ter ever to befall a team­
boat on we t rn water . Io t of tho e aboard were x­
chan0· d nion oldier bound homeward. 3 

Immen e profit were reaped b teamboat for tran -
porting oldier in tim of pea . The anada pa ed Du­
buque in July of 1 60 , ith the lar0· t load of th ea on, 
having· on board deck pa ng r who had paid 1672 in 
far and abin pa en°· r who fare amounted to 2000, 
whil towing two bar0· loaded to th water edo· with 
fr i0·ht. The anada had b n obli d to r fu e both 
freight and pa n°· r at ev r point b low. lo t of th 
pa en°·er aboard th anada w r nited roop 
bound for me point up tream.39 

Two factors are e ntial in timatin the o t of tran -
porting troop during peace in the period from 1 23 to 
1 61. The e are th numb r of troop carri d and the 
di tanc travel d. lthou ·h th number of oldi r con-

d i not lmown it would m fair to a ume that at 
lea t fi hundred fr h tro p on an av ra e wer mov d 
about a h ar to th half doz n po t in exi ten at one 
point or another hrou0·hout thi p riod. In e timatin the 
di tanc trav 1 d on mu t tak into on ideration th fact 
that tb t ady influx of immigrant w pt ba k the fron­
ti r lin . Fort Edward , but two hundred mil di tant 
from t. Loui , wa the po t lo e t to J ff r on Barrack 
in 1 23 and wa b yond th ttl d ar a, but by 1 61 Fort 

nelling wa th for on th pp r Ii i ippi n are t to 
,J ff r on arrack whil i ort Ripley and Fort Rid ely 
wer lo at d on the outer frin of ettlem nt. With thi 
in mind the averao- di tance travel d wa po ibly about 
ix hundr d mile . The overnm nt probably paid pper 

l\li i ippi ieamboat , 40 a round trip fare or 20,000 

3 Sortlnce ·tern Gazette and Galena Advertiser, pril 30, 1 42; Gould's 
Fifty Years on the Jl is issippi ( t. Loui , 1 9), p. 437. 

~o The Herald (Dubuque), July ~4 1 60. 
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annually for transporting five hundred soldiers ix hundred 
mile . At thi rate approximately $750,000 was expended 
in the decades preceding the Civil War.40 

TRAN PORTATION OF SUPPLIES 

£ore pro aic but equally as important was the transpor­
tation of supplies and equipment to the various posts on 
the Upper Mi i ippi. Each year new papers carried ad­
verti ment inviting merchants to submit bids for furnish­
ing huge quantitie of pork, fl.our, whiskey, beans, soap, 
candles, vinegar, and salt to the forts on the frontier. 
Separate proposals were also solicited for furnishing fresh 
beef on the hoof. Sometimes the cattle were driven over­
land but usually they were transported northward in pens 
constructed on the lower deck of the steamboat. Even if 
uch tock wa not seen its presence was otherwise noted 

by those deck and cabin pa sengers forced to locate in the 
vicinity of the cattle pen. 

In 1823 the Mis 01,1,ri R epublican adverti ed for bid for 
the posts at ew Orleans, Pensacola, Baton Rouge, atchi­
toches, Fort mith (Arkansas), Council Bluff, Green Bay, 
Saginaw Bay, Superio,r, Mackinac, Pittsburgh, Niagara, 
Fort Edwards, Fort rmstrong, Prairie du hien, and St. 
Peter' . The provi ions were to pass St. Louis for their 
ultimate destination by pril 15, 1824, and if destined for 
posts above t. Louis such as t. Peter's they were to be 
aboard the boat and ready at that time. Each post had a 
definite time limit set for final deli ery. Thus, Fort Ed­
wards and Fort rmstrong were to receive their goods 
by May 15th, Fort Crawford by June 1st, while June 15th 
was set as the date for final delivery at St. Peter's.41 

40 ince the government usually paid a higher tariff than did ordinary 
passengers, the round trip fare bas been placed somewhat above the regular 
rate. 

41 Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), August 6, 1 23, August 26, 1824, July 
26, 1827; St. Louis Enquirer, October 1 , 1 24. 
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The amount of provision and upplie wa of cour e 
governed by the number of troop at ach po t. In 1 24 
Fort Edward received 60 barrel of pork, 125 barrel of 
fine fr h flour, 700 gallon of o-ood proof whi key, -55 
bu hel of good ound b an , 0 pound of good hand 
soap, 220 pound of tallow candle with cotton wick , 14 
bu hel of alt, and 225 gallon of cider inegar. The con-
ignments that year for the po ts abo e w re a follow :4 2 

rm trong rawford nelling 
Pork (barrel ) 60 120 360 
Flour (barrel ) 125 225 750 
Whi key (gallons) 700 1400 4200 
Beans (bu hel ) 55 110 330 
Soap (pound ) 880 1760 52 0 

andles (pound ) 430 60 
alt (bu hel ) 14 28 4 

Vinegar (g·allons) 225 450 1350 

Similar announcement were made in succ din°· ear . 
The 111is ouri Repubiican of Jul 26, 1 27, request d bid 
for supplie and provisions for pper Iis i ippi po t 
and on October 1 t, th ame paper called for parate and 
sealed proposal for furni hing 35,000 pound of fre h 
b ef to Fort nelling, 30,000 to Fort rawf ord, and 15 000 
to Fort rm trong. Th beef wa to be delivered on the 
hoof before June 1, 1828. 

Early each spring pp r Mi i ippi t am.boat b 0 ·an 
tran porting military uppli s. On April 1, 1824, aptain 
.. William Linn arri ed at t. Louis from ew Orlean with 
the lliandan. fter pending five day in port loading a 
car 0 ·o of military supplies the M anda;n d part d on pri] 
5th for t . Peter' with h r guard dripping·. She r turned 
to t. Loui on May 17th, having taken forty-two da for 

42Mi.ssouriRepublican (St. Louis), August 6, 1823. 
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the round trip. low ta · of wat r on the rapid , an 
i -locked Lak P pin om unfor n ngin troubl , or 
a and bar tudd d hann 1 mu t ha d layed th "JIIandan 
on her vo a 0 • up tr am for h r quir d 1 than three 
da running tim to return. n h r way down he m t 
Lh Indiana bound for t. P ter' with a car 0 ·o of pro­
vi ion and uppli from Loui vill . Th Indiana left t. 
Loui on Iay 13th, ommanded by raio-, and returned 
on Jun 5, 1 .A, ha in · con um d tw nty-thr day in 
making th round trip. The Virginia r quir d tw nty da. 
to complete th journe up tream th pr Yiou . ear. 

Low water mad th pa ao-e ov r th rapid difficult 
and often dang rou . Th time of arrival an l d parture 
of t amboat wa xtrem ly unc rtain at uch tim for 
th ir p d wa r duced b one-half and th delay occa-
ion d by and bar tended to quadrupl th time of a trip. 

Earl in pril the Indiana carried military upplie to 
Fort Edward . It took ixteen da to c mpl t the round 
trip of four hundred mil . Late in June h leparted for 
the ame po t with an immen e car 0 ·o and returned in ix 
day ! n a previou voya ·e, the Indiana made the run to 
Fort rm trong and ba k to t. Loui in the a toni bing 
time of fiv day , running two hundred mil farther and 
pickino· her way up and back over a fourteen mile tr etch 
of the Lower Rapid ! 43 

By July 31, 1 24, four teamboat -th Virginia, the 
Rambler, th ·111anda11, and the Indiana -had vi ited Fort 

n Hing. nder <lat of fay 17, 1 26, fajor Lawren e 
Taliaferro recorded three of th e tog· ther with th 
General evill the Rufus Put11a1n, the Lawrence, the 

cioto, the clip e, the Jo ephine, the Fulton, the R ed 
Rover, the Black Rover the Warrior, th Enterprise, a d 

43 Missouri Republican ( t. Louis), August 9, 1 24; Peter en's The "Vir­
ginia'', the "Clermont" of the Upper Mississippi, in Minnesota History, Vol. 

IX, p. 361. 
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th Volant. lo t of the good r c iY d at Fort nellin on 
th e teamboat con i t d of upplie and provi ion for 
the military. Taliaf rro note , for exampl , that the team­
boat cioto arrived on Frida , fa 26, 1 26, with public 
tor and ome Indian o-ood for him If and the olum-

bia Fur ompany. ng·er w re fr. Lan·-
ham th ub-ao-ent at and Major John Fowle 
of the Fifth Infantry. Th cioto left for Prairie du hien 
the next day to brin°· up the balan of the public tore 
and r turn d on June 1 t, havino- mad the round trip in 
ix day .44 

ccordin°· to an timate made on lar h 22, 1 44 by 
e r tar of "'\ ar \'\ illiam ilkin the publi property 

tran ported annually n the wat r of the pper Mi i -
ippi wa valu d at '273,213.90. Th lothin°· and quarter­

ma ter' tor furni h d annually to th troop on th 
Mi i ippi and it tributari above th mouth of the 1i · 
ouri amounted to 2v,000. lothino- and quipment for 

Fort n lling wa valu d at ·4,041.93; for Fort rawford 
, 3 9.24; for Fort D 11 in $3,579.7 · for Fort tkin-
on 3,579.7 ; and f r Fort inn bago 1,347.31; or a 

total of 17,93 .04. The quart rma ter' tor for the 
ame po t amount d to $7,061.9 . mall arm , ammuni­

tion, and paint for 0 un carria 0 • , to the amount of 
.~ ,910.00, w r al o nt to th tation d at For 

Atkin on Fort De Moine and Prairi du hi n in 1 4:4. 
The quantity and alu of th ub i t n hipped to the 

am po t in 1 44 w re as follow : 

Pot 
Fort nellin o· 

Fort rawford 

Companie 
3 
4 

Bulk 
in Barrel 

22 
1073 

H Taliaferro Journal, To. III, May 17, 26, 27, June 1, 1 26. 

T alite 
5 992.30 
7 4 1.40 



TEAMBO TING 0 THE MILITARY FRO TIER 2 5 

F ort tkin on 2 530 3,757.40 
F rt D loin 2 530 3,791.20 
Fort 1 270 2,371.60 

Total 12 3225 $23,393.90 

In con luding hi r port, om.mis ion r of General ub­
i tence Geor<>'e Gib on complained bitterly that the rapids 

mad it n ece ary to hip a whole ear' upply early ea h 
pring during a good tage of water.4 5 

While teamboat continued to b activel engaged in 
tran porting troop and upplies in th d cade before the 

i il ar th ir t-··ip were confined chi fly to Fort nelling 
and the po t above. De tined for work amon()' the Indian 
on the De foine River, 150 oldi r embarked from Fort 

nelling on the Highland Mary in May of 1850. Three 
ar later the B en ampbell arriv d at t. Paul with a 

cargo of :fi e hundred ton of freight, mo t of which wa 
con igned to the go ernment. Fort fadi on and Burlin <>'­
ton provided the B en arnpbell ·with the e good , the larg t 
car ·o to r ach t. Paul that a on. n u u t 1, 1 57, 
the orthern L ight cam booming up to th t. Paul wharf 
with ompan L of the econd r tiller in command of 
Iajor Ha . The troop had traveled ixteen hundred 

mile in ix day '' givin<>' a fair impr ion of the elerity 
with which troop can be concentrated in expo ed part of 
the country, by mean of railroad and t am boat . ''46 

It would be difficult to overe timate the r elative import­
ance of the trade for which the pre en e of the military 
wa re pon ible. In 1 53 the trade of t. Paul in govern-

45 en.ate Docwments, 2 th ongre s, 1st es ion, Doc. o. 242, pp. 1, 2. 
( er ial 434) 

4 6 W eekly Northwestern Gazette (Galena) , May 21, 1 50; The Minnesotian 
( t. Paul), fay 21, 1 53; Daily Pioneer and Democrat ( t . P aul ), August 2, 

1 57. 
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ment supplies actually exceeded that of supplying goods 
to ettl rs. 47 lthough the exact amount is not known, the 
receipt from tran porting upplie wa perhaps as great 
as tho e derived from conv yin()' troops during times of 
peace, so that one might estimate approximately 1,500,000 
was earned by steamboats engaged in this work. An addi­
tional $500,000 was probably netted during the Black Hawk, 
the Mexican, and the Civil War. The total income from 
transporting scientific exp ditions, a i ting in engineering 
projects, and conveyino· nited tates rmy officers on 
tours of inspection of the militar post wa perhaps 
$750,000. The commerce arising from the military frontier 
before the clo e of the ivil War may have yielded Upper 
Mississippi steamboats almo t $3,000,000. While the trade 
arisin°· from the Indian and the fur trader did not equal 
this steady traffic in militar forces and supplie , the three 
combined were significant factor in stimulatin()' steam­
boating on waters far beyond the ettler ' frontier. 

WILLIAM J. PETERSE 

THE STATE HrSTOR.ICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA 

IowA CrTY IowA 

41 The Minnesotia,n (St. Paul), April 2, 1 53. 


