
FORTY D Y WITH THE OHRI TI OMMI IO 
DI RY BY WILLI M ALTER 

I TRODUCTIO 

The record of the e forty da at the front1 i found in 
a diary, kept by Mr. alter in the manual is ued to him by 
the ommis ion. Bound in black leather, with the word 
'' hri tian ommi ion'' imprinted on it in g·old 
letter , the volum mea ure about 4 x 6½ inch , and con­
tain 112 pag·e of diary and note . The fir t fourteen page 
were u ed for the in truction , advice, and ugge tion to 
delegates. Ir. alter's fir t entry i July 4, 1 64, and the 
la t on u 0 :-u t 17, 1864. These item co er pao-e 1 to 81 
of the diary. Page 81 to 112 contain note , autograph , and 
figure pertaining to the army and the work of the hris­
tian ommi ion. 

Iany of the entrie made by Mr. alter are brief, ter e, 
and sometimes incomplete, but taken a a whole they form 
an excellent narrative of the day by day routine labor of 
a hri tian ommission delegate in the field. t times 
the work wa such that only the bare t jotting could go into 
the record book. "I endeavored to keep a daily record", 
wrote Mr. alter, "but such were the multiplicity of labors 
and incident and I wa often o weary, that I failed to 
make complete memoranda.'' The diary is reprinted here 
a nearly a pos ible as it wa written. Mr. Salter's spell­
ing and punctuation have been followed a clo ely as hi 
omewhat difficult cript would permit. Editorial changes 

are indicated by quare bracket . The footnotes serve their 
u ual function of identifying places, per on , and event . 

PHILIP D. JORDAN 

1 For a more detailed account of this see above, pp. 113-120. 
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[ Ionday] Jul 4, 1 64 
Left Burlino-ton at 7 P. L in ompany with Rev. J. W. 

Pick tt,2 of It. Plea ant. Ir. Ho ford3 o-av u pa e 
to hicago, and Mr . Winton4 Ferry ti ket . Traveled in 
company with a motley rowd ome of whom were be­
fooled & da monized by liquor, by a de ecration of the 
anniver ary of the nation' birth. 

Labored in conver ation with a opp rhead from Ion­
mouth, who e arti le of faith w r e that the ne 0 To had 
no rio-hts which the white man wa bound to re p t, & 
that the war on the part of the nation wa a robbery of 
the lav holder . Iy labor m d to b Lab r Lo t. 

Re ted in leeping car. ~ pen e , 50 t . 

[Tue day] July 5. 
t hicago 5 L Took a morning walk - Yery 

a ant the city quiet befor the din of bu ine t 
dbin [ ic] Hou e at Breakfa t. in d with Ir. Fay5 

[hri tian] [ommi ion]. alled on fr. Farwell,6 Pre . 
& Ir. Jacob ,7 c. who o-ave me 20.00 for xpen e . At 

2 ee alter's Memoirs of J osevh W. Pickett (1 O), pp. 23, 24, for extractP 
from Pick tt's letters "·ritten while he and Mr. alter erved as delegate of 
the United tat s Chri tian Commis ion in T nne ee and Georgia. 

a Ralph E. Ilosford, agent for the hicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad 
at Burlington. 

4 Mr . Matthew H . Winton, who e hu band wa an agent of the Chicago, 
Burlington, an r1 Quin<'y Railroad at Burlington. The railroad bridge aero s 
the lissi sippi at Burlington wa not compl ted until ugust, 1 6 , and pa · 
seng rs until that time wer ferried aero' . 

:, 0. W. Fay, ~taff m mb r of the hicago office of the nited tates hri · 
tian Commi ion. 

s John V. Farwell, pre ident of the hicago Y. M. . . in 1 62; later in 
charge of the nited tatcs Christian ommi sion room in Chicago, 42-46 
Waba h Avenue. 

1 B. F. J acob , member of the Chicago Y . • L . A., who, with D. L. Moody, 
organized the hicago '' ommittee on Devotional ~1eetings' ', in F bruary, 
1 62. Mr. Jacob ministered to the wounded at Ft. Donel on; and in Dccem· 
ber, 1 64, gave aid to the wounded at the battle of Franklin. 
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noou-clay raycr f etino- in Methodi t Block, animated 
me• •tiiw, a o-ood pirit pr vailed. Br. Iood ,8 in vi w of 
tlw Hin· and hardnes of the p opl ' heart , had ome 
of th feelin r' of Elijah,° wheri h pra ed arn tl that 
it mi 1rht not rain, a kino- that God would vi it uch judg­
mr11t. npon the land a rcio·ht induc the r turn of the 
nropl io 1 0d. The matter wa brought out by the bring 
in°· iu [ of l • ome ieque t for Pra r for rain. fr. Pay on 
Han mornl1° atldr ed th me ting on laborino- for the re 
co,·<•r T of th, fall n worn n in hicago, , llud d [ ] to 
\\ hat had h < n done in thi dir ction in L ndon & ◄1d in­

h111 rli. 
~J ·pen c:. Breakfa t • T a 1.00. 
Lc•rt Chicago [at] 6 P. I. with pa that brouo-ht me to 

Indianapolis (Yia Iichi ity and Lafa ette) at 4 . 1. 
► ' lcepiug car 50 t 

edn day, Jul 6. [Indianapoli ] 
\\T;tll·ed ov r the city and admir d it broad 

Hou e. Poor br akfa t at Spencer Yi. it<'<l Stat 
f>O rt . 

L ft [at] 8.20 for Loui ville. 

treet . 
Hou e. 

108 miles to J effer onville. Fare at military rate . 
Di,mcr at 2.2G. Bu to LouisYille 50 els. Tea at Gelt [.] 
Hou ·c, 1.00 . 

.At Hoom of hri tian ommi ion [on] 6 h. t. between 

D,\ight Lyman Moody (February 5, 1 37 - December 22, 1 99), famous 
' hicago evangelist. fr. Moody, fer rea on of conscience, did not enlist in 

the Civil War, but helped organize the Army and avy Committee of the 
Chicago Y. M. C. . whicli la ter became a branch of the nited tates Chris· 
ti nn ommillsion. - Dictionary of American BiograTJhy, Vol. XIII. 

9 ''And Elijah the Tish bite, who wa one of the inhabitant of Gilead, said 
unto A ha b, As the Lord God of I srael liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not hr dew nor rain these year , but according to my word . '' - 1 Kings 17: 1. 

1 0 Edward Payson Hammond ( eptember 1, 1 31- August 14, 1910), evan­
geliRt, author of The onversion of Children (1 7 ) , and of about a hundred 
snw ll books and tracts. - Dicticnary of ..cf. mcrican Biography, Vol. XIII. 
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iv r. I indl r c d by Ir. Hickok11 tation a 't. 
Ir. Rob rt , 1 o-at , uperintent of chool at 

al rbaugh Ill. now laborino- in ho pital rn Loui ville. 
h lton12 of Burline-ton h r . 

aa Rap 11, up rint nd nt at Loui vill , a dry old 
man appar ntly un :rm.pathetic with th ue 
at take. 

r t. L ft at 7 \ . .. L Thur day 
ar r wd d - country poor - ultivation 

bad - buildin°· v r habby- ountry pre ti r "' mor 
romantic toward a llYill wh r arrff d at 5112 P. L 
R c'd at [hri tian] [ mmi ion] Hou 1-1: pruce 
form rl prop rty of a R b 1. 

.. I t Ir . itt nmey r 13 ley Denn tt of Ke kuk, 
Ir. K rr f Fairfield a on14 of whom di d lat ly in Ho -

pital at hattanooo-a. 

[Thur da 7 [ a hvill ] 
The train from Loui vill [wa. 1 nnd r a 
ir ctor, and with uard oar and clum y 

:Military 
tockade 

on 011 of at the Riv r ro ing to o-uard th rido· 

l1 George A. Ilickok, of aline, Wa hington ounty, :Michigan. 

12 {i ses fary E. and Amanda h lton, of Burlington, wer among Mr . 
Wittenmyer 's mo t efficient a istant . fnry E. h lton, afterward Mr . 
Ilu ton, was Mr . \Vitt nmy r' ecretary from 1 63 to 1 65. manda helton, 
'' strong of body and courageous of oul '', who later became Mr . tewart, 
of It. Pier .1ant, was one of th women in charg of the diet kitchen .­
Wittenmyer 's Under the Gun,~ (1 95), pp. 230, 231. 

13 1rs. Annie Turner Wittenmyer ( ugu t 26, 1 27 - F bruary 2, 1900), 
on of Iowa's most active relief worker during th Civil War. he organized 
and sup rvise1l the ystem of di t kitchens in th nion rmy. In 1 95 he 
published a collection of short k tches of her war experience under th title, 

nder the Guns. or a sk tch of her life sec Gallaher 's Annie T11rner Witten• 
myer in TIIE IOWA J() ltNAL OF I!ISTORY AND POI.JTIC , Vol. rr, pp. 51 -
569, and the AnMl of Iowa (Third cries), Vol. IV, pp. 2 0-2 2. 

14 Elliott W. Kerr. Age 1 . Enli tcd March 31, 1 64. Wounded everely 
:May 14, 1 64, at Resaca, Georgia. Died of wound June 23, 1 64. - Roste-r 
and Record of Iowa oldiers iii the War of the Rebellion, Vol. III, p. 1523. 
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which noticed thi ign: 'Plea e Drop a Paper", where 
for want of omething better I dropped a Loui ille 
Journal. 

[Took] Bu to [hri tian] [ommi ion] 14 pruce t. 
25 t . Here pent the nio-ht in 3rd. tory in room with 7 

Del gate - hot. 

Friday, July 
Loaded haver ack [at] 
[om.mi ion] with paper , 

pap r env lope , etc, and 
of 2d & 3d Divi ion. 

[ a h ille] 
. at office of [hri tian] 

tract , Te tament , writing­
pent the day vi iting Tent 

Rev. R. Day (from . J.) haplain, g·entlemanly & polite. 
uro-eon em efficient order good. hower in aft. 

Wrote . Dunham,1 5 Hawkey , o-iving partial li t of Iowa 
oldier een today. rote fr . [alt r ]. Wrote two 

lette for oldier to their famili . fet Mr. am 'l ol­
ott16 of l eland, . on hi way to th front. 

[Ga e] To ick oldier from Iowa o. $1.00. 

aturday, July 9 
Wrote D aeon Foote.17 Left a hville [at] 7 . L on 

Ho pital Train. t f urfre boro 10½ , Distributed paper 
among oldier at the tockad alono- the Road. Porter 
of vali e to Room of hri tian [ ommi ion] on Public 

quare 25 t . R v. Ir. eo. Parrott, D legate, in charo-e 
her , from [hio] active, plea ant man. 

15 harles Dunham b came a partn r in the Burlington Hawk-Eye in 1 51. 
In 1 55 he, with J. L. Brown, purchased the Burlington Telegraph, combining 
them as the Hatt•l.:-Eye and Telegraph. On March 26, 1 56, ~fr. Dunham became 
ole editor and proprietor, continuing a uch until 1 64. 

10 The Rcvcrrncl amnel Wolcott, pastor of the Plymouth Church, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

11 John G. Foote (April 21, 1 H-1far h 4, 1 96) came to Burlington in 
1 43 where he carried on a hardware busine s for thirty-three years. In 1 61 
he was cl ct d , tate enator on the Republiean ticket, serving in the inth 
and Tenth ,eneral ssembli .-Annals of Iowa (Third eries), Vol. II, 
p. 406. 



12 row A JOUR AL OF HI TORY A D POLITI 

Rev. Ir. Ernshaw (from Pa.) 
Army - :fine lookin o- man. Rev. 

haplain. All o-entlemenly m n, 
duti ea y. 

Wrote Br. Ben.,1 9 Pater on, . J. 
" fr . [alter] . 

haplain in Regular 
Ir. Patt r on1 (mich) 
1 thodi t , took their 

Rode out after tea on hor eback with haplain Patter on 
and Ir. Parrott to tone riv r toward th f rti:fication 
which are very exten iv . haplain Patter on, who wa in 
the battle Dec. 1 62, point d out the ground. 

Vi ited preacher' family of frican h[urch] -he 
ab ent at Na hville. 1 o Mi ----20 t ach r ent out 
of a Fr edman' ociation in Indiana. Bapti t lady -
ha ov r 100 colored cholar . 

In addition to the two chaplain whom I have een, there 
are one or two other Reo-imental chaplain h r who ouo-ht 
to do all the labor that i need d. 

unday, July 10, Iurfr boro 
Di tribut c1 ome 400 pap r in Ho pita} o. 2 o. 3. 

Found 4 Iowa oldi r . Two nat1v of Georo-ia in 12th. & 
10th. Tenn. avalry who can barely r ad. Wrote lett r to 
Ir . ellie . Woodin, Potter' Hollo, lbany o., ew 

York, for her hu band with ery ip la in rio-ht leo-. Took 
corn bread butter, new potatoes t wed (fre h) black­
berrie to him 12.30 . 1. from our dinner table. 

ttended Pr achin of R v. Ir. Parrott in ampbellite 
hurch, about 240 pre ent ½ oldier , ¼ ladie ¼ citizen . 

t ½ pa t 1 P. M. held Divine ervi e in Ho pital o. 3. 

1 The Reverend W. 1\1. Patter on, erving in the 17th orp ho pita! . 

1 9 Benjamin alter ( eptember 4, 1 1 - Oetob r 3, 1 73), William alter s 
olde t brother, was born at Port mouth, N. II., moved to Brooklyn with his 
parents where he attended the ro by , treet High chool, and became a mern• 
ber of the Laight treet Pre byt rian Chur(']1. H engaged in variou busi­
ne e in ew York and in Pater on, ,.ew J er ey. 

20 This pace wa left blank in the diary. 
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( ity Hotel) 127 bed . 32 present at ervice. Preached in 
mid t of fine bower from Lu [ke] 23 : - on the Three 

. 
P. M. H ld Di ine ervice in Branch of o. 4, 2 

door we t of [hri tian] [ om.mi ion] rooms. 30 pres­
ent. Preached from Rom. 12 :1. 21 

t 6½ P. M. pr ached in Po t hapel ( ampbellite 
hurch) from Matt. 24 :6,22 about 200 in attendance - Gen. 

Van le e & other officer . hoir (5 oldier , 4 ladies ) 
ancr "Before Jehovah' awful Throne" to "Denmark",28 

T chanted 23d. P alm. 

1:onda , July 11 
rote Mr. Foot . [Wrote] ary T[uft ]24 [ alter]. 

Took pickle T dried apple to two ick oldiers in ity 
Hotel. Left M[urfree boro] at 11 . M. on Locomotive 
85, Engineer from i con in, ha run aw-mill near Lucas 
Grove, Mu catin o., Iowa. 

Dinner at Wartrace 75 ct . Took up Br. Pickett at Tulla­
homa, who report an intere ting work among the oldier 
(5th. Tenn. avalry other .) 

t Decherd got into the caboot [ ic] of a freight train 
& reached teven on [at] 10 P. M., through much grand 
cenery - tunnel through mt . over 2000 ft long. on-

ductor of caboo e unwilling to carry u , but :finally con­
ented [ ] that we c 'd go. 

21 '' I beseech you theref ore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable with God, which is your reason• 
able ervice.' ' 

22 ' ' And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars : see t hat ye be not 
t roubled : for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.'' 

23 "Before J ehovah's Awful Throne", music by F . M. A. Venua, words by 
I. Wat ts.-Weir 's Sacred Music t he Whole World L oves (1916) . "Denmark 
by whose verdant trand ' ', a Danish patriotic song. Words by R. Bay. -

ousa's National, Patri.-Otic, and T ypical Airs of .All Lands (1 90) . 

24 Mary Tufts alter (F ebruary 4, 1 49 - ovember 5, 1864), born a t 
Burlington, was William alter 's oldest child. he attended Denmark Academy. 
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At oldier ' Home, teven on, where tephen . Doug­
lass made a speech in 1 60 in Presidential canva , & Jeff. 
Davis made a rebel pee h a year or more ago. It wa 
formerly called "the lab am a Ho tel." 

Tuesday, July 12, teven on, labama 
In morning called on apt. . Warren,25 later Quar-

terma ter & Mr. Davis, of Jack on o. Iowa. Very politely 
rec'd. apt. \'\T [ arren] got horse took us to ride a very 
little. Ir. Betti 26 of 5th. Iowa there - hi wife a daugh­
ter of Rev. T. H. anfield. Mr. D [a vis] wa a lad of 16 
when I went to faquoketa, & remember my labors there. 

Visited Rev. fr. Iarchill [ . ] , ha plain 132d. Indiana 
(100 day men) N[ew] [chool] re [byterian] h[urch] 
in Indianapoli - plea ant, good man. 1 o called on 

haplain Boyd, but did not find him. 
apt. Warren took u to ride on hor eback toward 

Tennes ee river, & we vi ited the fortification . i ited 
colored school tauo-ht by Mi s Randall from fadi on, Wi ., 
in a log house rected for the purpo e, ·without floor, & 
canvas roof. 110 cholar pre ent, 4 of them white. 1i s 
R[andall] faithful and d vot d, <loin a noble work. 

alled on a colored woman who as ur d u he wa the 
mother of 27 children, 10 girl , 17 boy . Her olde t daugh­
ter ha 13 children. Wh n her old ma ter died, he wa 
taken to the ourt Hou e, about 184 , in ampbell o., 
Georgia, with ten children & ame away with only one. 

he i now 53 year old. apt. Warren had her picture 
taken for me with her ounge t child. 

25 William . Warren came to Bellevue from tho Galena lead mines in 1 36, 
became Sheriff of .Jackson ounty in 1 40, helping to subdue the famous 
"Brown Gang". He wa a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1857. 
-Annals of Iowa (Third erie ), Vol. VII, pp. 206-262, 599, Vol. III, pp. 
32, 69, 633. 

2s Frank A. Betti . Age 25. R idence Bellevu . - Roster and Record of 
lowa Soldiers in the War of Rebellion, Vol. I, p. 693. 
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Dined with Capt. Warren - new potatoes, cabbage, beets, 
beans, onions, and pork with peaches from cans & apple 
pudding. 

Heavy shower at 4 P. M. 
L ist of P.rices 

Fixed by Col. Sam C. Vance, commanding Post. 
Butter 25 cts a lb. 
Sweet Milk 25 cts a gallon 
Butter Milk " " " " 
Eggs " " " " [sic] 
Blackberries 50 " " " 
Chickens 30 '' a piece 
Potatoes 2.00 a bushel 
Beans 2.00" " 

[Wednesday July] 13th. 
132d Indiana leaves for Tullahoma, July 13th. mostly 

from about Indianapolis - under poor discipline. One of 
Co. S. killed this morning by discharge of his gun while 
passing between cars. His body sent to Indiana by Adams ' 
express. 27 135th. Indiana ( Col. Wilson) take their place 
-100 day men. 

Distributed papers. Visited military prison, full of de­
serters, thieves, & hard cases of all kind, & dirt & :filth. A 
disgrace to the army and the country. The prisoners sought 
for papers with great avidity. Saw a squad led out to work 
on the f orti:fications. I asked one soldier (prisoner) of a 
Wisconsin Regiment what he had done wrong. He said 
nothing. Had only wanted a 2d. furlough. I spoke of the 
guilt of deserting his country. He replied that he was willing 
to :fight for his country, but not for the niggers ! A genuine 
Copperhead from Fon Du Lac, Wis. 

21 For a detailed account of the work of t he Adams Express Company in 
shipping home bodies of soldier dead, see Harlow's Old Waybills (1934), pp. 
299, 300. 
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Di tributed pap r among 135th. Indiana, fichigan 
Engineer , hio rtillery. 

Rev. fr. Bo d ( I thodi t) haplain, from northern 
Indiana, engaged to attend to di tribution of reading 
matter - emed a plea ant [man], fficient, promi ed to 
look after the work g nerall ' amono- the children in 
color d hool. 

urgeon o-en rally drinking men. apt. W. A. Warren 
Quarterma ter too. 
fet Dr. Helton, a re pe table ph i ian, nion man from 

the b ginning. Ha wife on daughter, both ickly, live 
5 mile we t of teven on. 

Dr. H [ lton] ha two hildren, bo 5 ear old, girl, 3 
r old, by a lave mother. he belonged to hi family, 

but ha left become abandoned. he obtained an order 
for the childr n from ol. ance, 132 Indiana, commanding 
the Po t, & a quad of oldier were sent to ecure the 
children for their mother. 

Dr. Helton came to town today to interc de for the re -
toration of the childr n to him. He hi family treat them 
with affection & care, & are v r anxiou for their return. 

1 o met Gen. u tin who marched into teven on with 
nion flag & 400 men in 1861. 

[Thur day, July 14] 
hattanooga, Tenn. 

taid Wedne da night in oldi r ' Home with buo- , & 
flea &. 

Left at 3 . L July 14 for Bridgeport hattanoo a 
where arrived at 7½ P. :M. t room of [hri tian] C[om­
mission] on :fain t. R v. :Mr. Lathrop,28 Epi copalian, 
from Ohio in charge, pl a ant gentleman. 

i ited 3 P. L filitary Pri on, full of captured de-

2 H . D. Lathrop, superintendent of Christian Commi ion room at Chatta­
nooga. Hi home pari h was pringfield, Ohio. 
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serters, rebel prisoners, & citizens from Georgia sent north 
by Gen. Sherman - a motley set, ½ clad, some 15 & 16 
year of age & others over 60. 

Distributed papers among them & conver ed with about 
100. One of the sad and shocking scenes of war. 

Chattanooga, July 15. Friday 
Walked out to General Field Hospital, [at] 8 . M., two 

miles outh, Ea t of Railroad, with Br. Gilchri t 29 (from 
Indianapoli ) . The Ho pital has Lookout Mountain on the 
South We t, & Mission Ridge lie to the Ea t. Visited 
several ward in morning, wrote letters for 3 wounded 
soldiers. In afternoon held prayer meeting preached 
from Jno. "Let not your heart be troubled. " 30 20 present. 
Walked to town 7 P. M. 

Had dy entery ymptom throug·h the day. 

aturday, July 16. hattanooo-1 
Took do e of podoph llum in eidlitz powder. 
Rode out on hor eback to Gen 'l Field Hospital carrying 

package of papers & book . 
Preached at 2 P. M. from P . 72 :4.31 (15 pre ent) ome 

200 patient ent orth this afternoon, & as many rec'd 
from the front. 

ailed on Dr. Byrne. 
Walked to town, 2 mile . Very hot day. 
Mr. underland, utter of 25th. Iowa & fr. Gregg 32 

called to see me. 
ked a very bright young soldier from Ohio with whom 

20 Reverend William A. Gilchrist, Greenwood, Indiana. 

so '' Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.'' 
-John 14:1. 

31 "He shall judge the poor of the people, be shall save the children of the 
needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.'' 

32 William Gregg. Age 31. Residence Burlington. - Roster and Record of 
Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. III, p. 919. 
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I had had ome plea ant conver ation, if he had written 
home to his mother. He hesitated, but :finally said, No. I 
asked him what was the matter. He still hesitated, but 
finally said there was a coldness between them. Why, says 
I, what's the matter. Oh, replied he, she i a copperhead.( I) 

Sunday, July 17, 1864 
hattanooga, Tenn. 

Preached in Post hapel (Old Bapti t ch.) on the hill 
Ea t of Main t. Rev. John Dillon,33 Chaplain of 18th. 
Ohio (seems like a correct good man) in pulpit. Preached 
from Ex. 15 :3. 84 

·Lieut. Daniels (Assistant Quartermaster) invited me to 
dinner, (with Mr. Martin) from ew lbany, Ind. Chris­
tian gentleman. 

On returning [at] 4 P. M. topped at Chapel, where a 
negro meeting (very disorderly tumultuou ) was in 
progress. 

Preached at 7 P. M. at Convalescent amp [of] 15th. 
Army Corp , on Bank of Tenn. River, Ea t of Lookout 1t., 
the moon and tar for witne es. bout 100 oldiers 
gathered with fr. Gregg of De Ioine o., Quarterma ter 

ergeant in charge of baggage & apt. Lockwood,85 Quar­
terma ter, formerly of It. Plea ant. 

Pr ached from Rev. 12 :l.36 Delegate Pickett & Roberts 
(from Ga~ burgh, Ill.) with me and fr. McDowell from 

ss John Dillon. Age 46. Mustered eptember 16, 1 61. Mustered out o­
vember 9, 1 64. - Official Rost r of the Soldi.ers of the tate of Ohio (Cincin• 
nati, 1 6), Vol. II, p. 575. 

34 '' The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name.'' 

ss John C. Lockwood. Age 51. Re idence Louisa County, Appointed Quarter­
master October 15, 1 63. Mustered out June 5, 1 65. - Roster and Record of 
Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebelli-On, Vol. III, p. 14 6. 

ss '' And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars.'' 
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Mt. Plea ant who is working here for . black mith, at 
60$ a month. He speak well of the blacks who work in 
the hop a intelligent & having capacity for mechanical 
work. 

Monda , July 18. Chattanooga 
Rode out at 10 . L (after waiting an hour) with Mrs. 

Wittenme er to Gen 'l Field Ho pital. [In] Ward A Prayed 
with Wi con in oldier, Bapti t, from Fox Lake - lo t a 
leg - very weak. 

Gave Hou e-wife37 to Wm. Hymen, o. H. 66th. Ill., [a] 
nur e. 

Vi ited Tent to Ward "0", Tent 2. veral good f 1-
low who had lo t left arm - one from i con in, particu • 
larly re igned cheerful - wounded on Chattohookie [sic] 
in upporting a battery. 

[He aid] I am oing home a better man than when I 
came out . Parent died when I wa 5 ear · old. Lived with 
an uncle a good ph ician, now urg on in 125th. hio. 
Learned painter bu ine - but c 'd not a e any money 
- have ince learned to be a vino-, r. have ent home 500 
since in the army. m trying to improve, mean to go 
home corrfirmed in my moral purp0 e . 

(Bugler) H. . foHenry38 

o. B. 3 th. Ohio V. I. 
Preached at 2 P. I. from I . 50 :1039 had good prayer 

37 The e were little bags of various shapes and ize , many of them made 
by unday chool children. The bags contained needle , pins, thread, yarn, 
but tons, and frequently a pair of scis ors, thimble, steel pens, lead pencil, 
handkerchiefs, and other mall articles. early five thou and of these ' ' com· 
f or ters'' were distributed by the Christian Commission. - Moss's A nnals oJ 
the United States Chri.stian Commission, p. 651. 

ss Ilenry B. McHenry. Age 20. Mustered August 19, 1 61. Mustered out 
with company, July 12, 1 65. - Official Roster of the oldiers of the State of 
Ohio, Vol. X, p. 46. 

s0 "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of hill 
servant, that walketh in darkne s, and hath no light! let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and tay upon his God.'' 
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meeting. The two ladie of the Diet Kitch n (from Quincy, 
Ill. & Keokuk) present.40 

rote letter for J a . Iiller to hi mother in Logan Co. 
0 [hio]. Ir . Hannah Richard on. wound d through left 
ancle & right hip. Jo eph awyer to his father, Gordon, in 
Decatur, Ill. fr. atherell to hi wife, fr . fary [ath­
erell], Ro eville, o [hio]. 

Vi ited Ward "E". 

Tue day, July 19. hattanooo-a Tenn. 
Wrote arah . Linn, I lro e, eneca o., ew York, 

particular of d ath of h r son, Ja .41 o. H. 55th. Ohio. 
alled on Dr. Dewey, 't ur[g on] from Leadville, 

Pa. On Dr. John on, from a., ha been with outhern 
rmy Volunteer urgeon . at rer of th m - politely 

offer d to take me in the me for about 2.50 or 3.00 per 
week. 

rote Ir . Iaro-. J. Izzard, reek ak, Ind., for her 
hu band. W t Randall for hi brother. Wrote 1\fr . alter 
& told her of plan to remain at en 'l Field Ho pital when 
fr. Lathrop came in with order to 0 ·o to Iarietta to­

morrow. Wrote Ir . . of the chano-e. 
30 at Pra er Ieeting. [Prea hed from] P . 46.42 

alled in ve on Dr. Franci alter, M dical Director of 
Po t, native of he ter, Eno-land, from hio about ircle­
ville. Ha tuck to the rmy, not b n out of the line 
from the beginnin°·. L ft England after o·etting into prac­
tice there - about 40 - complained of indi po ition -
fever ( outhern) - not b en ick before inc enterino- the 
service. 

40 These probably were Mi s Louisa Vance and :i\1:is Carrie Wilkins. -
Moss's Annals of the nited tales Christian Commission, p. 6 4. 

41 James Linn. Age 19. Mustered Augu t 25, 1 62. Died July 27, 1 64, 
in ho pita! at Chattanooga. - Official Roster of the oldiers of the tate of 
Ohio, Vol. V, p. 72. 

42 Psalm 46, beginning: "God is our refuge and strength, a. ,ery pre ent 
help in trouble.'' 
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Wednesday, July 20. 
Hooker' Corp . Battle in front of Atlanta 4 P. M. 
Left Chattanooga, -30 . M. in company with Rev. Wm. 

Barrett43 of Greenfield, Highland o. 0 [hio]. ( 0 [ld] 
[chool] Pre [byterian]) who goes to Rome, Ga. 

t junction of Kno ille road detained J ½ hour waiting 
for other train . In charge of bag for Mrs. Wittenmeyer, 
Mr. ritchfield,44 haver ack & canteen, rubber blanket &. 
Detained at Ringold, & everal station . t Dalton 4. 15 
P. f. At Marietta ½ pa t 12 midnight. Rode in caboose 
in which remained till daylig·ht. t King ton got bread & 
boiled ham at rooms of anitary (ommi ion].4 5 Mr. 
Wilson46 (who e family are in Oxford, 0 [hio] in company. 

Thur day, July 21. Marietta, Georgia 
At hou e of Rev. John Francis Lanneau, o-raduated Yale 
ollege, 1829, occupied by C [hri tian] [ om.mi ion]. 

plea antly ituated- :fine oak . 
Labored in Ho pital of 4th. Divi ion 16th. orps among 

sick & wounded of 27th, 39th, Ohio & 64th. Ill. 
Wrote letter to Mana seh Hupp, Gray ville, 0 [hio] for 

hi on, Wm., badly wounded July 4 in houlder. P. W. 
perry, for Wm. forri on, brought up by him. Thos. Hill, 

for son Cha . Trenton, [ ew] J er ey. 
In Prayer 1eeting at 4 P. 1. 30 oldier present in 

Room of [hri tian] [ommis ion]. Pr ached at night 
from ve tibule of Pre . h. from P . 101 :l.47 bout 75 
pre ent. 1et. Dr. Patter on, 23rd. orp Ho pital, with 

43 Reverend Jno. Barrett, Greenfield, Ohio. 

44 Reverend . B. Critchfield, ew Lexington, Pennsylvania. 

45 For a full description of the Christian Commission work at Kingston, 
Georgia, see fos 's Annals of the United States Christian Commission, pp. 
49 -501. 

46 Reverend R. W. Wilson, Bloomingburg, Ohio. 

47 '' I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, 0 Lord, will I sing.'' 
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new letter. [Wrote] ister Mary,48 Port mouth, . H. 
Mr. Lanneau commi ioned to labor in the Rebel Ho pital 
at 1arietta. His salary from Jan. 19 to p. 1, 1864 wa 
en t him in check 355$. 

Frida , July 22. farietta, eorg1a 
Fight on left. McPherson killed. 

t 6½ rode in ambulance with Maoill,49 Koeligh,50 & 
Mrs. Wittenmeyer to Vinings, over track of rebel breast­
work & dead mules etc., 9 mile , i ited Gen 'l Field 
Ho pital, Dr. Woodworth, Trumbull o., [hio J. Heard 
from ammunition train [the new ] of fall of tlanta, & 
ascended to ignal tation & gained i w of plendid land­
scape, very extended & grand - Kene aw Lost Its. be­
hind & valley of hattohookie, tlantic tone ft. in 
front. aw & heard smoke & report of cannonading. 
Vi ited few soldier wounded [the] 20th. Helped ick & 
wounded on train for hattanooga. Returned to Marietta 
on car . 

ft r tea started out to i it 23d. orp Ho pital with 
Mr . Wittenm yer. Ov rtaken by rain, took shelter in a 
de erted dwelling. t hurch (Pres [byterian J ) Heard 
cannonading. Wrote T. Hedge;;1 & pent plea ant hour in 
singing with Brethr n. 

aturday, July 23d. 
t 23d. orp Hospital, Dr. feacham, 52 situated on 

good rolling ground. Wrote several lett r for oldier 
wounded on 20th. in t. brought in la t nio-ht, all of them 

' Mary Elizabeth alter, bc,rn May 1 , 1 20, in Port mouth, . H. 

49 Reverend harles B. Magill, pa tor of the Pre byterian Church, Birming-
ham, Iowa. 

so R€verend Theophilus Koetzli, Cincinnati Ohio. 

5 1 Thomas Iledg , r., a leading Burlington business man. 

52 Dr. F. Meacham, William town, Mi s., superintendent of the Twenty-third 
Corps Ilospital. 



DIARY OF WILLIAM ALTER 139 

lyin°· upon the ground. one without hirt. many without 
hirt carried up in afternoon. 4 hirt & 3 pr. drawers & 

5 package of bandage . 1et squad of over 100 able bodied 
negroe , ome of them children of mi cegenation, brought 
in by a ca alry raid - happy fell ow on th ir way to join 
our army. 

Met Rice ( on of Da id Rice) Jacoby & Grano-e (1] 
In aft. at 23d. orp Ho pital in company with Br. 

tile .63 t Post Chapel in eve -large congregation, ser­
mon by Br. Wilker ham. Heavy cannonading heard at 
interval throuo-h the day. Lt. True, of [ew] Y[ork], 
who brought a lot of wounded to inino- from Hooker' 
Corps, at tea with u . 

Wrote Mr . [alter]. 

unday, July 24. 1arietta, Georgia 

ool. Heavy cannonading thi morning. t 23d. orp 
Ho pital, Preached under trees from Heb. 10 :35. 54 

Rebel Grave Yard [outh] E[a t] of town. " nknown 
(14) killed by R. R. olli ion, unday ept. 14, 1863". 
"D. Duple Killed June 25, 1 64. o. F." 

From wall of Georgia :filitary In titute in red pencil: 
"Good by Yank - we have got sick of thi country. You 
will find u at edar Bluff nine miles the other ide of 
Atlanta. If you 'un drive u from there you will find us 
next time nine mile the other side of Hell. Men we are 
strongly fortified. 

Enoch axon 
14 Ga. Vols. o. B." 

" acred to the memory of frs. L. Roberts etc. Died 
Jan. 24, 1860. he was a devoted Christian, a good wife, 

sa Reverend Edmund R. tiles, pastor of the Congregational Church, Brighton, 
Ohio. 

~• '' Ca t not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of 
reward.'' 
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an affectionate mother, & a kind mi tress, bearing all the 
fruits of a child of God.'' 

Br. Pickett preached at Georgia Military In titute, 
Ho pital of 17th. orps. Dr. Miller other uro-eon very 
polite. 1 0 patient . Lt. ol. bercrombie55 reported 
wounded, & everal captain of 11th. Iowa killed. 

Preached in P. 1. in Po t hapel from Jer. 47 :6,7.56 

Large attendance. 

1onday, July 25. 
[ t] 9½ I. w nt in car to Vining[ ] . 11 (one of 

them rebel) died at Fi ld Ho pital of umberland (Vin­
ing ) terday. 9 of them wound d, 2 typhoid fever. aw 
"unknown r bel" carried to hi 0 Tave on tretcher. Left 
Vinings 3 P. Lin an ambulance of 20th. corp with oldier 
from a hino-ton o., racker dried beef at 

hattahooku [ ic], cut cane in can brak. 
t ho pital of 1st. Divi ion, 20th. orp o er 200 killed, 

431 wounded in action of 20th. about dark. I indly nter­
tain d by urgeon . fine running tream b Ho pital in 
which had a good wa h. amped for night in tent. r. 
Heatt, 2d. £a ., [i ] ocial communicative. aw 4 rebel 
wounded from t[lanta] in one t ent. 

Thur day July 26. 
D [ivi ion] 20th. orp . 3 wound d men 

bout 150 loaded in ambulance for m-
Ho pital 1 t . 

died la t night. 
ino- all wounded. 

Left . JI. on mar h. Walk d over battl fi eld of 20th. 

55 J ohn C. b rcrombie. Age 36. Residence Burl ington. Appointed faj or 
October 19, 1 61. Promoted Lieutenant Colonel eptemb r 11 1 62; Colonel 

ugust 7, 1 64. Mu. tere out J. Tovember 5, 1 64. - Roster and Record of 
I owa oldi.er fa the War of the Rebellion, Vol. II, p. 2 4. 

ss "0 thou word of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet t put 
up thy elf into thy cabbard, re t, and be till. How can it be quiet, seeing 
the Lord bath given it a charge again.-t A bkeloa, and again t the ea shore 
there hath he appointed i • '' 
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Passed Gen'l Thomas' Headquarters, swinging from the 
right towards centre with 9th. Michigan. Dr. Bowman [f] 
very polite. Took our blankets on his horse - of 15th. 
Corps.57 

At lines of 2d. D[ivision] 20th. Corps (Gen. Geary) saw 
rebel she11 bursting in air on the right - country well 
watered - lies in ridges - mostly wooded - with Lt. Col. 
David Rernick58 & Mr. Cameron.59 

Major Walker60 (13th. Iowa) killed. 16th. Iowa 200 
missing. Col. Saunders61 wounded & taken prisoner. 

Called on Gen. Howard - delightful interview - a man 
of faith in God. 

The Iowa Brigade (Col. Hall62 commanding) (11th. 13th. 
15th & 16th) charged on the rebel works, the 21st. about 
10 in the morning·. The 13th. Iowa lost 99 men (killed & 
wounded) in 27 minutes. The Brigade lost 311. On the 22d 
the Brigade was on the extreme left & attacked the rebels 
about noon. The Rebels in force. The 16th. Corps came to 
relief but did not close up & it was in the gap that McPher­
son was killed. 

57 This incident is reported in detail in Salter's Memoirs of Joseph W. 
Pickett, p. 29. 

58 David Remick. Residence Burlington. Lieutenant Colonel and Commissary 
Officer, Fourth Army Corps, Department of the Cumberland. 

so Robert Cameron, Commissary Clerk, Fourth Army Corps, Department of 
the Cumberland. 

60 William A. Walker. Age 29. Appointed Major March 13, 1863. Killed in 
action near Atlanta, Georgia, on July 22, 1864. - Roster and Record of Iowa 
Soldiers im the War of the Rebelli.on, Vol. II, p. 710. 

s1 Addison K. Sanders. Age 38. Appointed Lieutenant Colonel November 
14, 1 61. Missing in action near Atlanta, Georgia, on July 22, 1864. Promoted 
to Brevet Colonel of Volunteers and Brevet Brigadier General, March 13, 1865. 
-Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the .Rebellion, Vol. II, 
p. 1071. 

s2 William Hall. Age 29. Appointed Colonel September 1, 1862. Resigned 
August 1, 1864. - Roster and Record of I owa Soldiers im the War of the Re• 
bellion, Vol. II, p. 284. 
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1ajor Foster63 11th. Iowa wounded in left hip. 

Wednesday July 27. Before tlanta 
Good nights rest - little rain. 
On way out to ho pital met 15th. orp in motion to the 

r ight. saw aptain Clune64 & company of 6th. Iowa. Also 
25th. ol. tone,65 Adj. Perkin , Lt. Fiddler, apt. Walter 
[ ] , Bill & now. lso Han Lockwood, Tho . Troxel, & 
Wm. Gilbert & others. 

as Charles Foster. Age 41. Residence Le Claire. Appointed Captain Oct. 1, 
1861. Promoted Major Sept. 1, 1 62. Wounded July 22, 1 64, Atlanta, 
Georgia. Died of wounds August 21, 1 64, Cincinnati, Ohio. - Roster an-0 
Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. II, p. 320. 

64 Willjam H. Clune. Age 2 . Residence Burlington. Promoted Captain of 
Company I, ovember 26, 1 62. Wounded July 22, 1 64, Griswaldville, 
Georgia. Promoted Major July 29, 1 64; Lieutenant Colonel December 30, 
1864; Colonel June , 1 65. Mustered out July 21, 1 65, Louisville, Ky.­
Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. I, p. 16. 

ss Unless otherwise not d the following data concerning these men is taken 
from the Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion. 

George A. Stone. Age 28. R sidence Mt. Pl asant. Appointed Colonel 
August 10, 1862. Promoted Brevet Brigadier General nited tates Volunteers, 
March 13, 1 65. - Vol. III, p. 91 ; and tuart's Iowa Colonels and Regiments, 
pp. 407--414. 

Adj. Perkins was probably Albert H. Perkins, of Co. D, Twenty-fifth 
Infantry. - Vol. III, p. 983. 

John B. Fidlar. Age 23. Residence Davenport. Enlisted August 14, 1 62. 
Promoted Second Lieutenant February 5, 1 63; First Lieutenant May 9, 1 63. 
Wounded October 2, 1 63, Cheroke , Florida. Mustered out June 6, 1 65, 
Washington, D. C. - Vol. III, p. 945. 

"Capt. Walter Bill ' was probably John . Bell. Age 23. Residence Bur• 
lington, nativi ty Ohio. Appointed Captain July 21, 1 62. Mustered out June 
6, 1 65, Washington, D. C. - Vol. III, p. 927. 

amuel W. now. Age 24. Residence Burlington. Appointed First Lieuten· 
ant July 21, 1 62. Promoted Adjutant :larch 1, 1 63. Wounded in August, 
1 64, Atlanta, Georgia. Resigned for promotion as Captain and Adjutant 
General, nited tates Volunteers, April , 1 65. - Vol. III, p. 995. 

ergeant Allen D. Lockwood. ge 1 . Residence Burlington. Enlisted 
August 6, 1 62. Wounded severely March 20, 1 65, Mill Creek, . C. Mustered 
out June 6, 1 65. - ol. III p. 966. 

ergeant Thomas G. Troxel. Age 1 . Residence Burlington. Enlisted Aug. 
21, 1 62. Mustered out June 6, 1 65 Washington, D. C. - Vol. III, p. 1002. 

William F. Gilbert. Age 1 . Re idence Burlington. Enlisted July 26, 1 62. 
Mustered out June 6, 1 65, Wa hington, D. C. - Vol. III, p. 950. 
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Dined at [h.ri tian] [ om.mi ion] Tent. pent aft. in 
17th. army corp Ho pital. wrote 9 letter for wounded 
oldier , mo tly of Iowa R giment . rote for Green Bel-

linger a rebel (Texa ) to hi father, Ja . F. Keokuk­
Badly wounded, a d fiant r bel. Hi fath r from Ky. Ile 
belonged to Hardee' orp . 

Two oldier lying ide by side - one ha lo t his right 
arm, the other hi left. 

nother hi left arm left leg from edar o. I aac 
Wickham died thi e ening. Ellery park al o died this 
evening - wTote letteT for both. 

1:et Heizer66 from Ko uth in Q[uarterma t r] d part­
ment, 30th. Iowa - on of athaniel H [ eizer]. form rly 
worked with E. Jay [ ] - lookino- ver hearty well. 

Thur day, July 2 . Before tlanta, eorgia 
4 companie of 13th. Iowa made 9 tack of gun = 36 

guns. 
Dr. 'Ihoma (of Keokuk) [and] Dr. Edgar uro-eon in 

chief [ of the] 6th. Divi ion Ho pital 17th. orp . 
wounded of 11th. Iowa 57 

" " 13th. " 100 
" 
'' 

'' 15th. 
" 16th. 

" 
" 

51 
53 

241 
aw haplain Elrod67 (13th. Iowa) formerly a apt. in 

the Regiment. Had written no letters for soldier - had 
no paper. 

66 Company C, Thirtieth Iowa, contained two Heizers from Kossuth -
Martin L. IIeizer and amuel B. IIeizer. - Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers 
in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. III, p. 1523. 

67 John Elrod. Age 43. Residence Washington. Appointed Captain ovem· 
ber 2, 1 61. Promoted Chaplain ovember 19, 1 62. Mustered out ovember, 
1 64, expiration of service. - Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the Wat 
of the Rebellion, Vol. II, p. 606. 
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21 wounded of 3d. Iowa Infantry 
241 a above 

D POLITIC 

262 copied list of the e - whole number in Ho pital thi 
morning 410. 

Gen. Gre ham ommanded th Divi ion was wounded 
in leg & tibia in advance of 21 t. 

Befor tlanta. Friday, July 29 
:Major Enni 6 commanding 6th. Iowa mortally wounded 

in abdom n [ on the] 28th, & died in 4 hour . 
Gen. or e commandino- 2d D [ivi ion] 16th orp -

a urned command Jul 26, l[ t] at Rome. Ga., 2[nd] here. 
2d. [and] 7th. Iowa in thi division. 39th. at Rome. Battle 
of Proctor's r ek [on the] 2 th. Fio-ht commenced about 
noon [and] la ted 3½ hours. R bel made 7 as ault . 

aw Gen. Giles A. mith who commanded divi ion in 
which is Iowa Brigade - 4th. D [ivi ion] 17th. orps. Met 
Governor tone69 who sayd that herman will end to Ho -
pital at Keokuk on furloug·h all the wound d Iowa oldiers 
able to bear transportation & are not likely to b :fit for 
duty in ix weeks. 

Called on Gen. or e 
Lt. ol. Aber rombie 
M t apt. Perkin 
Lt. now 

apt. Roger 70 of 30th. Iowa one of the heroe of the 

68 Thomas J. Ennis. ge 20. Residence Lyons. Appointed Adjutant Janu· 
ary 1, 1 62. Promoted Major March 14, 1 63. Killed in action July 2 , 1 64, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

69 William Milo tone (October 14, 1 27 -July 1 , 1 93), sixth Governor 
of Iowa. - hambaugh 's The Mes ages and Proclamations of the Governors 
of I owa, Vol. III, pp. 3, 4. 

10 This was apparently Aurelius Roberts. Age 26. Residence Des Moines 
ounty. Enlist d in Fir t Iowa, April 20, 1 61. Appoint d apta.in, Thirtieth 

Infantry, July 2ii, 1 62. Promoted Lieutenant Colon I :.\fay 29, 1 63. - Roster 
and Record of I owa oldiers in th War of the Rebelli.-011, Vol. I, p. 66, Vol. 
III, p . 1554. 
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Iowa First. Al o Mr. Robinson,71 of 30th, worn down with 
fatigue, & on his way to Hospital. 

visited the battle gTound of yesterday with Gen Corse 
& saw the revolting scene of dead rebels, some 30 lying 
close to each other & within 40 feet of our works. They 
had literally been mowed down - 40 had been buried in 
the morning. 

returned to Col. Remick 's under burning sun & after­
wards, heavy showers - scorched & wet through. 

Stopped near Gen. Sherman's Headquarters, at colored 
barber's. 

Wrote John G. Foote 
rode about 20 miles. 

Saturday, July 30. 
At C[hristian] C[ommi sion] Tent-no stores, no 

papers. dined with Mr. Critchfield. 
wrote Letters in Ho pital 4th., 17th. Corps to ndrew 

Broad tone, Fort Dodge, Iowa for hi son, [for] J. nyder, 
Belleville, 0 [hio] from his brother dan 'l, [ and for] S. 
Pickler, Salem, Ind. 

Heavy shower - atmosphere dense - very full in Hos­
pital Tents, some of them covered only with branches. 

Sunday, July 31. Before Atlanta 
At hospital of 4th & 15th. corp . Met Chaplain[ ] 

Smith & Ross72 of 4th. corps - good men. Talked with 
several rebel wounded. 

At C[hristian] C[ommi sion] "fly". Rev. Sam'l Wol­
cott called-told of a rebel Colonel whose ruined home he 
had been in to in our lines. Found old papers there, among 
others a letter written early in 1861, from Convention of 

n Probably William M. Robinson. - Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in 
the War of the Rebellio-n, Vol. III, p. 1553. 

12 Reverend Jno. B. Smith, 19th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and Reverend 
Randal Ross, 15th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
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Georgia that pa sed eces ion Ordinance. He write 
'' Georgia ha seceded from the mon a ea y a you 
plea e. I felt no shock.'' ow hi home i a ruin & hi, 
field a de olation ! 

Heavy how r this aft. with fearful thunder & light-
ning. tree struck near tent of [hri tian] [ommi ion]. 

bout dark made out way to ol Remick' Quarter . 
Ir . G orge from Ind. in one Divi ion Ho pital of 1-th. 

orp . 
Mr. Wolcott concur as to the importance of putting 

sanitary store into hand of medical officer & disp nsino­
with so much machinery of anitary ag nt , and that hri -
tian [ ommis ion] s 'd not add to th confu ion of dealino­
in sanitary tore . 

Monday, ug. 1. Befor 
3d. Divi ion 17th. Corp . 
ick 106 

wounded 253 

359 

tlanta 

Talked with Rebel Col. wound d in left houlder [ on the] 
22d, captured by ol. (Gen.) Bellnap, from Barbour o., 

la. Born there - mer hant, traded in ew York, s emed 
di ati:fi d with the Rebellion but reticent - de irou of 
peace. 

23 orp mo,·inO' to the RiO'ht- aw Gen. cho:field -
stout & .,olid looking. 

·wTote letter for Jos. W. Hartwell to hi Father, far ion, 
Ill. econd hemorrhage [ ic] in hi left arm make hi. 
ca e very critical - piou & very thankful for my inter t 
in him. wrote 1 tter for 3 other oldier . 

ol. Remick truck hi t nt thi morninO' & the Pri oner 
oldier tore down the hou e in which I had been leeping 

for ever al night ., commenc d rectin o- brea twork~ to 
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protect the left flank of the army. The fortifications are 
directly through the house. Head Quarters were moved 
¾,ths. of a mile to the right in the deep woods. Soon after 
pitching his tent several shells from the enemy struck near 
it, one a 64 pounder, called by the boys, ''camp-kettles'', 
"blacksmith' hop." After this notice, Col. R[emick] 
moved his tent a little to the left. 

Called on Gen. tanley . . . had just heard of capture 
of ol. Mc ook his cavalry (Brownlow only escaping 
with 500 by swimming a ri er.) 

Gen. S [tanley] spoke in derogation of such raids in 
neighborhood of any large force of the enemy. Saw Chap­
lain Macy who was o long with Rosecrans, now an attache 
of Stanley - said he had but few opportunitie for Divine 
Services - pleasant. 

Gen. S [tanley] said, we should be in Atlanta in three 
days & that herman w'd scratch his head over the disa ter 
to McCook. doe not believe in toneman, thinks he will be 
captured & his command & that he i not competent to com­
mand a company. settled my ace 't with gent ritchfield 
for postage stamps - P 'd Br. Pickett 3. for stamps (100) 
borrowed of him. 

Tuesday, Aug. 2. Before tlanta, Ga. 
Tent fronts E . . E. quiet in night - firing at right at 

daylight. 76 Regiment of Infantry, 7 Batteries of Artillery 
in 4th. Army Corp . 

Brig. Gen. T. J. Wood, 3d. D[ivision] 4th. corps, a first 
rate officer & entitled to two stars. To be recommended to 
Senator Grimes. 

Spoke to a white soldier belonging to Headquarters 4th. 
Corps from lexandria, Virginia, who told me he c 'd not 
read - had never been to school. also [spoke] to a black 
man who was with him from Wa hington D. C., who said 
he c'd not read, but his wife could & he was going to learn. 
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Wrote i ter J\Iary, fr . alter 
e e. 

far , [and the] Hawk-

ednesday, ug. 3. Befor lanta, Ga. 
ery bright, clear morning. v ry hot middle of the day. 

shower in aft. & very cool. 
Br. P[ickett]unwell in morning. I wa till troubled with 

dy ntery- took little whi key, pod [ oph llum] aconite, 
very miserable through the day. [ pplied] wet bandages 
at night. the no:x:iou odor of th ho pital have infected 
m y tern. 

4th. orp advanced their line today but found the 
Rebel too trong & withdrew. 

tlanta wa d ignated in 1 32 by John alhoun for 
capital of hi outhern onfederacy. 

Thur day, Aug. 4. near tlanta 
little whi key this mornino- with nutmeo- - ate ome 

fri d mush with mola e (maple). hower . 
At 8 . L tarted out on Robert am ron' o-rey hor e 

in earch of [hri tian] [ommi ion] Tent which Mr. 
ritch:field aid we s d find n ar the Railroad Track. Our 

earch wa unavailing. 
R bel r ported a a aultin o- 23d. corp whil o-etting 

into po ition ye terday repulsed. 
79th. hio - 25 e:ff ctive men - ov r 300 pre ent. Lt. 

ol. 73 i k [with] d. 7 ent ry. dined with haplain till­
well74 who wear a ilv r cro s on a h hould r-polite 
- showed me with a gla s Rebel fortification buildino-
of tlanta - formerly aptain in th Regim nt - fetho­
di t. 

1 3 Probably zariah . Doane. - Official Rosl£r of the oldiers of the tate 
of Ohio, Vol. VI, p. 3!J9. 

74 Jame R. tillwell. Age 30. Entered servi<'e August 17, 1 62. erved 
three years. Mu tered out with regiment, June 9, 1 65. - Official Roster of 
the Soldi-ers of the State of Ohio, Vol. VI, p. 399. 
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Dined with me - Pork & Bean , Hard Tack, coffee -
very rough. tarted on return. met Mr. ritchfi ld who 
reported the Tent on the East id of Railroad. Found 
4th. orp Headquarter in tran it alon°· th road. Col. 
R[emick] pitched hi tent near former Headquarter of 

herman. 
tir d & lept well. much infested with jigger . 

Friday, ug. 5. near tlanta 
ol. Remick procured an ambulance & we left from Vin-

mg mile at 8 . M. o er ver rou h rround. cro ed 
Peach Tree reek above battle ground of 20th. July. 

ol. R[emick] & Mr. Rob[ert] ameron have b en very 
kind to us & made our tay as plea ant a they po ibly 
could. Rob[ert] [ameron] entru ted me with 200$ for 
hi mother a letter for her. 

t Vinino- at 10½ [a. m.] warm. Jacob Owens, 57, born in 
S. . read but little, 6 children, 1 in Rebel army in Virginia, 
not heard from him since hri tma . He volunteered, aged 
26. Hi children rai ed in the Factory at Rosewell at 6 to 
8 per month. 

John Henry obb, 10 years old, worked in the factory 
(cotton) at Ro ewell for 10 cts. a day - ha never been 
to chool. Hi father was in the Ro ewell Guard Co., 
Georgia 1ilitia, got a furlough & taid at home, now chop­
ping wood for the U. S. Railroad. 

1400 in 23d. orps Ho pital [at] Marietta. 
t Vining Br. Pickett got me from the anitary C[om­

mi ion] few boiled potatoe (new) & oft crackers. 
Re ted waiting for car till 2 P. M. when got a Govern­

ment wagon ( 6 mules) of Stoneman 's cavalry & rode to 
Marietta, roughly jolted & tirred, which we reached 5 P. 1. 
The wagon master from [ outhern] Illinois told us of his 
work his wagons had done in woman-haulino-, taking all 
the familie within 5 miles of Ea t side of Railroad to be 
sent orth. 
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Found C[hristian] [om.mi ion] hou e in Marietta in 
better condition, with o-ood negro woman for cook. 

Saturday, Aug. 6. 1arietta, Ga. 
Rested. Brethren in better pirit . 20 boxe of store 

rec'd thi week. som 30 0 ick & wounded in Hospital 
here. 

10 Del gates here. 1ade up mall packaO'e of '' Gen. 
Howard's addre e " left it at ommi ary Blair' office 
t be forwarded to ol. Remick. 

Many tores arrived in bad condition. can bu ted -
dried apple , moulded rotten good tained. woman 
greatly needed to pre erve ave. Br. Pickett busy all 
day opening bo es. 

Battle on the right. Our forces (23d & 14th. ,orp ) made 
an a sault & were repulsed. Heard the heavy cannonading. 
heavy rain & terri£c thunder & lighting. 

Sunday, ug. 7. Iarietta, Ga. 
Held Divine ervice ( about 15 minute ) in Ho pital in 

Bapti t Ch. of 16th. army corps. ame hospital that 1 
vi ited July 21. ome 60 oldier , attentive. Thankful that 
I was able to do a little. 

Plea ant sing in the evening with Brethren. Some hub­
bub about a raid from Wheeler's cavalry. 

Monday, ug. 8. 1arietta, Ga. 
Town earched this morning for Rebel spies. good deal 

of excitement. One said to be a Rebel 1ajor caught. 
Br. Pickett bra ely vi ited Kene aw & Little Kenesaw 

& came back with glowino- ace 't of the cenery extended 
landscape. 

fr. Field75 
( gent) could not procure tran portation for 

us this morning. rote Br. Ben[jamin], Paterson, [ . J.] 
Col. Remick called. no change at the front. Left Marietta 

75 R~verend Phin as E. Field, harlemont, Mass. 
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2 :30 P. :M. on Freight car with Br. Pick tt & McKee76 

(formerly capt. -wounded in side & shoulder at Stone 
River, going to Monmouth, Ill. to teach Preparatory School 
of U. P. College. 

[Pa sed] By Kenesaw, Big Shant , Altoona Mts., [and 
reached] Kingston [at] 7 P. M. 

Br. Pickett brought pecimen of actus from Kene aw 
Mt. 

Left Marietta 2.30. taid in car at King ton until after 
midnight. 

Tue day, Aug. 9. 
At hattanooga at 10, 30 A. M. after very wearisome 20 

hours in car - good company in Br. foKee, a sterling 
man. re ted. at 3 P. I. rode over to Bu iness Room of 

[hri tian] [ ommis ion] on Main t. distributed papers 
amon00 a few soldier - supplied 3 with '11estaments -
folded paper . rain. more comfortable wholesome quar­
ter in hou e at foot of hill where Bragg' Ho pital stand. 

W edne day, ug. 10. Chattanooga 
ram. wrote Mrs. [alter]. 
Left hattanooga 1 :30 P. M. Mr . illspaugh ( of Mt. 

Pleasant) brought me small block of Tenn. marble from 
Chattanooga. 77 

At tunnel 8 P. L Tedious all night ride. 

Thursday, Aug. 11. ashville 
Reached ashville 7 A. M. Found C[hristian] O[om­

mission] hou e in better condition. Misses Shelton called, 
ivho have charge of (Hospital o. 14) Light Diet Kitchen 
- happy & devoted to their work. 

rested in morning - showers. 

76 Reverend Jno. McKee, Hamalton, Ohio. 

11 This entry may have been made some time after Mr. Salter reached home. 
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In aft. vi ited apitol, magnificent for position, elevation, 
& structure. stairca e of iennite, like the berdeen marble, 
thouo-h coar er. pillar , 15 ft. round on each ide. en­
joy d reflections on changes which have taken place & the 
mi calculations of the Rebel . 

ol. 1u ey, on of Dr. Iu ey of incinnati, of organi­
zation of colored troop , tates to fr. Pickett that the poor 
blacks take much better car of them elve & are more 
di po ed to work that the poor whites. f government 
rations issued ... he reported the following 

100 to 1000 blacks 
1 00 to 3500 whit 

Friday, ug. 12. ashville. 
called at Hospital o. 14 (formerly occupied by Elliot 

Female eminary, a rich & popular chool Iethodi t.) 
The Diet Kitchen working very sati factorily under the 

efficient management of the Mi s helton . 
vi ited Photograph Gallery. 1.00 
met haplain T. M. Goodfellow, formerly of Old Zion. 

Took tea at his house, 162 outh herr t. Irs. G. a good 
hou e Keeper. Br. G. happy devoted to his work & de­
termined to hold out to the end of the war. 

fosquitoes very annoying, called on a smoking brother 
to moke them, which had a good effect. 

called on Dr. lendenin, Iedical Director, friend of Ir. 
Pickett. 

• aturday, ug, 13, 1 64. a hville. 
Left a hville 7 . M. t Louisville 5½ P. L Country 

has enjoyed rain, & crops g nerally looking very much 
better than they did July 7. Thermometer "" 0 at 8 P. I. 
at alt Ilou e. Took bath. 

Io quitoes bad sm lls very annoyino-, c'd sleep but 
little - most miserable night ince I have been in the :field. 
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Bu ine of [hri tian] [ om.mi ion] in great need of 
efficient, bu in 

1 unda ugu t 14, 1 64. Loui ville, Ky. 
H ld Di ine r ice 10 . L on Gunboat ictory, o. 

33. apt R d. 7 ffic r polite attenti to rvice. fen 
(60) ·ath r d on forca tle deck und r a vnino-. 11 very 
plea ant cheerino·. Bible Hymn Book di tributed, & 
a large ba ket of paper etc. left. Mr. Ilicket [ ] wife 

Ii Bonton [ ] in company. Ir. H. rowed u out to 
the boat lying up the river in the tream. Pr ached from 
Lu. 12 :37. 79 

t Brown Ho pital 6 P. L 3 mile . 1200 i k & 
wounded. haplain Bowman [ ] from n ar Roch ter, 

ew York, read Epi copal prayer in ing- ong. o-ood cabi­
net organ purcha ed b ub cription by officer of Ho pitaL 
Band played. 

colored man rode me out in an expre wagon - clever 
fellow - member of Bapti t h[ur h] - bought him elf. 

Iet. Mr . nderwood, 0 from Iu catin , near nei 0·hbor 
of . B. Robbin , in charo-e of Diet Kitch n-happy • 
devoted in her work. 

Mo quitoe very annoying. Thermometer 84° 9 P. M. 

Monday, ug. 15, 1864. Louisville, Ky. 
wrote Rev. fr. Boardman, 1 ecy [hri tian] [om.mi -

sion] Philadelphia that I had pent 40 day in service, in 
Department of umberland, at Loui ville, ashville, Iur-

78 Acting-Master Frederick Read. - Porter's The aval History of the 
Civil War (1 6), pp. 343, 11. There was also a Commander Abner Read. 

19 ''Bles ed are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall find 
watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.'' 

80 Mrs. Mary Underwood, of the anitary Commission, also served in hospi­
tals at Brown, Louisiana. 

81 Reverend W. E. Boardman. - Moss's Annals of the United States Chris­
tian Commission, pp. 122, 129, 137, 152, 172. 
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free boro, teven on, hattanooga, Tenn., 1arietta, & 
Vickery. onducted 17 m eting , parti ipated in 5 other , 
d li ered 1 sermon addres e - per onally conversed 
with about 100 soldier on their piritual intere t, benefited 
about 50 b per onal mini tration of stores, written 100 
letter for oldier , di tributed 150 copie of cripture , 
100 Hy[mn] Book , 50 oldi r' Book , 1500 pages of 
l'racts, 3000 paper , 100 pamphlet . 

As full summary as I can give. I endeavored to keep 
daily record , but uch [ w re] the multiplicity of labor 
& incident & I wa often o weary, that I failed to make 
complete memoranda. t the Front a painful lack of up­
plie & of facilitie to Delegate in g tting to their work. 

ome more efficient uperint ndence of your operations in 
the Field needed etc. tc. - W. 

Left Loui ville 11 . L on teamer Gen. Buell -plea -
ant boat & delightful ail - beautiful cen r by moonlight 
- 150 miles. At incinnati 3½ . L 

vi it d pring Grove emetery - a charming place. 
Gen rou ly ntertained at Burn t Hou e without 

charge.82 alled at [hri tian] [ommi ion] Room , 
Vine t. :Met nfr. hidlaw.83 I t R v. J. I. hamberlain84 

of Des 1oines on his wa from Bo ton to herman s arm . 
Pa e to Indianapoli . Left incinnati Tue da 4 P. M. 

arrived at hicago 9 . L W edne day. t home W edne -
day evening· (17th. ugu t) at P. I. Laus Deo ! 

2 Del gates were entertain d at th Burnet Ilouse, Cincinnati, and the 
Lindell House, t. Louis, without charge. At Pittsburgh, they were provided 
with free meals at the Volunteers' Refreshment Rooms, opposite the railroad 
depot. 

3 Iwverend B. W. hidlaw, lev land hio. 

84 R verend Joshua .M:. Chamberlain (October, 1 26- ovember 11, 1 97) 
ame to Iowa in the fifties from West Brookfield, Ia ., preached in Des 

)[oines and Eddyville, located at Grinnell where he was editor of The Grinnell 
H erald. At variou times he was secretary, treasurer, and librarian of Iowa 
College. -Annals of Iowa (Third erie ), Vol. III, p. 31 . 


