
HISTORI L TIVITIES 

The annual meeting of the tate Historical ociety of Wisconsin 
was held in the Library at 1\Iadison on October 18, 1934. 

The sixteenth annual Indiana Hi tory Conference wa held at 
the laypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Indiana, on December 7 and 8, 
1934. 

Among the papers recently acquired by the tate Historical o
ciety of Wi consin are tho e of the former Governor and United 
States enator, John J. Blaine. The e will not, however, be open to 
public re earch for a number of years. 

The Mis ouri Hi torical ociety held a meeting at the Jeffer on 
Memorial on October 26, 1934. The peaker wa Mr . rthur H. 
Pfaff. Her subject, '' ostumes and Cu tom of the American In
dian", was illustrated by doll dre ed in tribal co tumes and by 
Flaming Arrow, an Acoma Indian. 

IOWA 

J. C. Harvey of eymour ha in tituted an effort to mark early 
day burial grounds in Appanoo e ounty. Many early grave are 
said to be unmarked and unrecorded. 

The Woodbury County Pioneer Club held a meeting at ioux 
ity on Ortober 13, 1934. Th peaker was Mr . Ralph Hender on 

who gave a resume of the early hi tory of the community. 

monument to Father Pierre Jean De met pioneer Je uit 
mi ionary to the Pottawattamie Indian in what i now Pottawat
tamie ounty, wa unveiled on October 12 1934. It i located in 
Council Bluff at the intersection of tate treet and Broadway. 

The Woodbury County Pioneer lub held a monthly meeting at 
ioux ity on ugu t 23 1934. l\Ii Ro e O' onnor gave a talk 

on "Hi torical Beginnincr of Woodbury ounty". F. B. Leitch 
gave the addre at the meeting on eptember 22nd. His ubject 
wa '' Pioneer Days''. 

86 



HI T RI .AL A TIVITIE 7 

On October , 1934, a tablet marking th ite of the fir t public 
chool building in De foine wa unveiled. It tand at the cor-

ner of inth and Locu t tr and was provid d by the bigail 
dam hapter of the Daughter of the American Revolution. The 

chool a fir t occupi din 185 . The tablet was presented by 1irs. 
Erwin chenk and accept d for the city by Ir. D. illiam Ash. 

A marker for th ite of the log cabin which once stood some five 
mile outh of Danville, Iowa, wa d dicated by the tate Baptist 

onvention on October 20, 1934. In thi log cabin the fir t apti t 
hurch in Iowa was organiz d on Octob r 20, 1 34. Two of the 

peaker at the onvention were Profe r R. Holbrook and Dr. 
oe Ilayne. Dr. Ilayne' subject wa "In the arly Iorning od 
alk din Iowa". 

:Mr . Iildred P lzer ( 1r . Loui Pelzer) ha prepar d and pub
li bed a map of Iowa which he call ''Iowa: Prairie hronicles in 
Picture". Around the border are picture · portraying highlight of 
Iowa history. The map i elf pre ent numcrou picture repre-
enting per ons, place , and events of hi torical significance. In 
curing historical data for the map Mr . Pelzer wa assi ted by 

her hu band, Dr. Loui Pelzer, and by members of the staff of the 
tate Hi torical ociety of Iowa. 

The yoming Hi torical ociety held it tenth annual meeting 
at yoming on ugu t 25, 1934. . B. carcliff superintendent 
of chool at Wyoming, gave a talk on "What a Hi torical ociety 
fean to a chool and How They fight be onnected'' and El ie 

Bender gave anecdote of pioneer day . The following officer were 
elected for the en uing year: pre ident, Ir . Je ie Koch; vice 
pre ident , Mrs. Jennie Hulton, Mr . J. W. for e, and Iis 1m

fred Wherry; recording ecretary, Ii El ie Bender; corre pond
ing ecretary, Mr . Mae Peck; and trea urer, Mi Emma Alden. 

The Iowa-Des Moines Conference of the Methodist Epi copal 
Church, meeting at Burlington on eptember 1 23, 1934, cele
brated the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the organiza
tion of the church and the hundredth anniversary of the establish
ment of Methodism in Iowa. On Tuesday, eptember 1 th, a meet-
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ing was held at Mt. Pleasant where a new marker for the grave of 
the Rever nd John H. Ruble, fir t l\Iethodi t minister to marry, to 
die, and to be buried on Iowa oil. Dr. R. M. hipman gave the 
principal address. n historical ketch, prepared by R. E. Harvey, 
was read by R. C. Buchanan. John H. Ruble came to Iowa in 

eptember, 1 35, and died in the pring of 1 36. 

The Des Moines Register, the Moville Mail, and the Clear Lake 
Reporter are continuing the serie on Iowa hi tory, prepared by 
Hubert L. Moeller. Among the le on in the erie to date are: 
an Indian £ea t; Jean Marie ardinal; French-Indian battle in 
Iowa; Indian opposition to Fort Madi on; early Iowa visitors; and 
treaty councils in Iowa. The e lessons appear each week. A similar 
series by John E. Briggs appears in other Iowa newspapers, in
cluding the Cedar Rapids Gazette, the Marshalltown Times-Re'[YU,b
lican, the Fort Dodge Messenger&; Chronicle, the Davenport Derno
.crat, the Dubuque Telegrapk-H erald, the Iowa City Press-Citizen, 
the Muscatvne Journal, and the Council Bluffs onpareil. Among 
the topics so far di cu ed are the following : exploring the wilder
ness; the expedition of De oyelles; the icollet urvey; French 
forest rovers in Iowa; and trader in the Iowa country. 

The tate Historical Society is in :receipt of the following letter 
from Mr. C. J. Fulton concerning plank road in Iowa. Becau e of 
the information it contains it is printed in full. 

"'' Dr. Benj. F. Shambaugh, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 
Dear Dr. hambaugh: 

'' Fairfield, Iowa 
eptember 26, 1934 

"I have ju t read the current Palimpse t. The story of the 
plank roads as it relates to J effer on County i incomplete and as it 
relates to the bridging of the river 'Chicauqua' is in error. 

'' The Mt. Pleasant, Deedsville and Brighton Plank Road and 
Bridge Company, granted right of way in February, 1851, built a 
bridge over Skunk River at Deedsville (Merrimac). It wa sold by 
the sheriff in December, 1854, on an execution for debt. ome of 
its timbers were still standing a few years ago. 
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'' The Fairfield and Mt. Pleasant Plank Road ompany was in-
corporated on March 31, 1851. amuel Jacob of Fairfield wa 
the surveyor. bridge put under construction across Skunk River 
progres ed lowly on account of shortage of fund . On March 11, 
1 53, harles egus, the pre ident of the company, cro edit with 
hor e and buggy and opened it to travel. It was a substantial 
tructure a quarter of a mile long and so much of a curiosity that 

it attracted numerous vi itors. Travelers went out of their way to 
ee it. t it we t end sprung up a ettlement called Bridgewater. 

For a time receipts from tolls were $50 a month. 
"It wa the irony of fate that ju t five days after thi bridge 

wa opened, that i , on March 16, 1 53, the citizens of Jefferson 
ounty met in Fairfield to consider what they should do to pro

mote the building of the Burlington and 1:i ouri Railroad. Later 
in the year, by a vote of 1159 to 454, they authorized the county to 
purchase $100,000 of stock. The e activities and others to the same 
end presaged the death of the plank road movement. 

Your truly. 
( igned) C. J. Fulton" 

THE STATE HI TORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA 

Dr. John E. Brigg , editor of The Palimpsest, gave a talk to the 
Kiwanis Club of Iowa ity on eptember 4, 1934. His ubject was 
"Exploring the Hi tory of Iowa". Dr. Briggs is the author of the 
Iowa history le on printed in variou newspaper . 

Dr. Jacob A. wisher, Re earch A ociate of the tate Historical 
ociety of Iowa, gave an illustrated lecture on '' Iowa Historic and 

Beautiful" before the county uperintendent section of the State 
Teacher A ociation at De Moines on ovember 2, 1934. 

Dr. Benj. F. Shambaugh uperintendent of the State Historical 
ociety, wa one of the peaker at the chool of Citizenship, spon
ored by the De Moine League of Women oters, on October 19 

1934. His subject wa "The Challenge of Revolution". 

"Revolutionary and Pre-Revolutionary Iowa" was the title of an 
addre given by Dr. William J . Petersen, Re earch ssociate of the 
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tate Hi torical ociety of Iowa, before a di trict conference of 
the Daughter of the merican Revolution held at Iowa City on 

eptember 1 , 1934. 

The following persons have recently been elected to member hip 
in the ociety: Rev. . J. ollin , Davenport, Iowa; Mr. W. F. 
Barr De Moine , Iowa; l\Ir. G. W. Brown henandoah, Iowa; 
Dr. Le lie K. Fenlon, linton, Iowa; Dr. Lafe H. Fritz, Dubuque, 
Iowa; Ii felva Rae Gingerich, Kalona, Iowa; 1\Ir. Harry H. 
Hagemann, Waverly, Iowa; 1r. lair E. Ilamilton De Ioine , 
Iowa; Mr . E ther H. Hardy, Tabor Iowa; Ir. harle Arthur 
Hawley, Iowa City, Iowa; Dr. Geo. . Hartley, Battle Creek, 
Iowa; Mr. Loui L. Hill, Po tville, Iowa; Ir. he ter . John on, 

edar Rapid , Iowa; Mr. W. 1\I. IcLaughlin, De Ioine , Iowa; 
Miss farjorie fedary, ew York ity; Rev. Paul T. ~Ieyer, 
Hampton, Iowa; Ir. Clifford L. Nile, Anamo a Iowa; 1r. R. D. 

oble, McGregor, Iowa; Dr. Le ter D. Powell, De foine , Io,va; 
l\Ir. John L. Ryan, inton, Iowa; Ir. Jo eph chick, Chicao-o, 
llinoi ; Mrs. Ilerman J. chipfer, igourney Iowa; fr. A. H. 
Beyer, Dubuque, Iowa; 1\Ir . Iara E. Brown Red Oak, Iowa; 
Mr . Alex C. Burt, 1\:It. Harri , olorado; l\Ir. Loui . Iten lin
ton, Iowa; fr . filo J. John, linton Iowa; fr . A. Florence 
Joyce, Medford, fa . ; Ir. arlyle Kli e Iowa ity Iowa· 1\Ir . 
Jane Wellman Leighton, Iowa ity, Iowa; Dr. II. E. Iartin lin
ton, Iowa; Mr. Iilton J. loon, Iowa ity Iowa; n1r. J. R. eveln 
Middle Amana, Iowa; Dr. W. L. Rantz, Andrew Iowa; Mr. Iowa 
Byington Reed, Iowa ity, Iowa; and 1\Ir. Walt r K. o Daven
port, Iowa. 'l'he following per ons were nrolled a Life fember : 
fr. Jay J. herman, D troit, Michio-an, and Dr. L. L. '[yer , 
heldon, Iowa. 

The Report on a urvey of Adm,inistration in Iowa, made by the 
Brooking In titution in 1933, include the following comment 
(page 213) on the work of The tate Ili torical ociety of Iowa, 
under the direct'on of the uperintendent, Dr. Benj. F. ham
baugh: 

'' In the number and cientific quality of i publication , as well 
a in their practical bearing on the political, economic and social 
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problems of the state, the superintendent and staff of the His
torical Society have demonstrated their capacity to render notable 
publie service, and, with respect to the type of historical re earch 
which they have conducted, have been surpa ed by no other insti
tution in the country. 

'' The admirable work of the Hi torical ociety has been done, 
not becau e of, but in pite of the cumbrous organization set up by 
law. Its succe s is to be attributed almo t entirely to its relation
ship with the University and to the personal ability and ideal of 
the Society's superintendent and editor who has been head of the 
political science department of the University.'' 

The following comment on the work done by The State Hi torical 
ociety of Iowa under the direction of Dr. Benj. F. hambaugh, 

the uperintendent, is contained in an article by Julian P. Boyd on 
State and Local Historical Societies in the United tates in the 
October, 1934, number of The American Historical Review : 

'' The tate Hi torical ociety of Iowa, guided during the past 
four decades by Dr. Benjamin F. hambaugh, has research and 
publication as it dominant purpo e; during this time it has em
ployed some twenty-six trained person to do research and has 
i sued 720 publications totaling 75,111 pages! It is doubtful if 
the political and constitutional hi tory of any other commonwealth 
has been so thoroughly documented. The e publications range in 
character from documentary source meant £or the scholar to es
says in a style that is popular in the best sen e. The Iowa .Applied 
History eries embraces under this interesting title a seven volume 
attempt to bring the light of hi tory to bear upon the solution of 
current problem of legi lation and administration. The e volumes 
deal with uch explo ive que tions as road legislation, regulation of 
utilitie , orkmen' compensation, removal of public officials, law
making abu es, county government and welfare work. Here his
tory is raised to the dignity of a coordinate agency of government, 
a i ting through hi torical cholarship to throw light upon vexing 
pre ent day que tions. James I might di solve the ociety of 

ntiquarie of London because of a fear of their peering too clo ely 
into the arcana of government, but here in a modern common-
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wealth we find a legislature making liberal appropriations to en
able scholars to investigate its most recent activities and to broad
cast their finding among 190 libraries and hundreds of members. 
It was such a public function a this that led John Quincy Adams 
in 1844 to declare that historical ocietie were among the most 
useful of human institutions. If legislative control acts as a brake 
on absolute freedom of research under these auspices, the scientific 
method is nevertheless employed. Thomas Sprat could declare in 
1667 that he 'never yet saw an Historian that was cleer from all 
Affections: that, it may be, were not so much to be called Integrity, 
as a Stoical Insensibility'; yet here in Iowa in 1933 'neither parti
san bias nor personal prejudice is allowed to enter into the work of 
those who are engaged in research for the Society'." 


