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[This is the seconcl installment of The Journal and Letters of Corporal 
Willia11n 0. Gulick. The introcluct1on ancl the first installment of the journal 
a.nd letters were printed m the April number of THE low A JOURNAL OF HIS­
TORY AND POLITICS. A third installment will appear 1n the October issue. 
Tho letters and journal wero edited by ~1ax Hendricks Guyer. The original 
spellwg, eapitalization, and punctuation l1avo been reta1netl.-THE EDITOR.] 

Sine )reste1·day mo1·ning· TJ1e ( seconc1) 211cl 1Iic h. Ca ,r l. 
left camp & a fi ld battery came in. ha (1 q 11 i te a sto1·m of 
r ain & hail continued sto1·m all day. I set t1p ,,ri.tl1 my pat­
ients as llSt1a l all g·et ting,. better. Tl1e O l1io 39t11 I11f t . came 
in camp. also 2 o.s of tl1e 4th l T. ~ . ra\Tl came in f1·om 
Sedalia. 

Th111--s iay Feb. 20th 1862 
I am relieved f1·om nur sing· the bo:rs are able to take ca1·e 

of them selves. The 27th Ohio came in from the ·y\r st (. ] 
Col. Warren was 1 .. eleascd f1·om a1·1·cst & tool{ co1nmand of 
Battalion. He treated all hancls witl1 1Jee1· & p1·ese11ted 
Scrgt W ill81 ,vith bowie lmife. 

Satu1~day Feb1·ua1·y 22nd/ 62 
I was r elieved f r om guard at 7 o 'cloclc . 11. to g·o to the 

City, where a g-rrat celeb1·aiio11 ,, ... as to ta1\e lJlace in honor 
of Washingtons birth day. With Ou1· Battalion in the lead 
we started f 01-- the City at ~Jig·ht o cl 'le .l\... ~I. On a1·1·iving; 
there I beheld the g1·a11dest sig·ht I eve1~ sa"\\.,_ The City '\\Tas 

d1·aped in 1·ed wl1ite & bll1e Tl1e cliffe1·ent us::;ociations were 
,,

1cll 1·c1)resentcd & all joi11ecl Ol11' l)1·oses io11 maki11g· it full 

s1 Probal>ly . ,i·us II. v\7il1s of irount P1cnsnnt., 2n<l Sergeant in Cou11la11)· Ji:. 
:~90 
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seven miles in lengih. Ft. Donelson was 1·cp1,esentecl b) ... a 
larg·e canvass fort on a large wag·on d1,awn by six hor·sc . 
secesh flag· wa trailing· in the ce11t1·e with the stars & st1--ipe 
floating .. proudly above it. 

l\Iany other things ,ve1·e tl1e1-.e of interest Came home 
about four oclock P. J\I. ,re1"y ti1"ecl. ine 110111,s in satlclle. 

F1--iday Feb. 28th 1. 62 
Since the last date the follo,ving· reg-ts. have come in & 

left camp 

The 39th Ohio inft. 31·d :\Iich avl. 9th I ll Cavl. 2nd Io,va 
Batte1--y & othe1·s - left lls. While the 18th 1Io. i11ft. 13tl1 
111. Cav"l 5th Ill Cavl. & 4th Iowa Ca,11 came in. I have clone 
my drilling stood my reg·ular g-ua1"d & ate my rations as 
usual. by the ,vay ,ve have Ten days rations on hand no\\r. 
To day ,ve have muste1·ed for pay It is r1Jmo1"ed that we 
are g·oing· do,vn the 1--iver hope it may prove true ,\ ... ith the 
exception of one rai11 weather has been fine. Ou1· sittler· 
also set up in camp yesterday. 

l\f onday Ma1·ch 3rd 1862 
Saturday & sunday ,vere quite dull as both ,ve1--e attendecl 

with Thunder showers. I was on Patroll guard yeste1·day. 
An old friend & 1·elative from l\Io. called to see me Sam. 
Shibley his business called him av'\1ay soon, but I had a 
p leasant chat. Cold & disagTeeable to day. 

Tuesday l\1a1·ch 4th 1862 
Was much wa1--mer. About 110011 we 1·ecd 01--de1·s to be 

1·eatly to ma1·ch to the Pacific Depot time enoug·h to take the 
8 oclock A. 11. t1"ain E,·er·y thing· ,,~as hl11·1·y scl11"1•JT l111till 
late a[t] nig·11t paclcing· £01~ a final lea, .. e of the ml1ch hated 
ba1·1·acks. An accidental sl1ot occu1·rec1 f1'om an old stockless 
musket used as a pol{e1·. the ball passed throug·h t,vo parti-
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tion(s] and a crowd of soldie1·s, cutting some of their 
clothes. The last thing in the evening the order to march in 
the morn was countermanded with Our Co. & L. we we1·e to 
rema.in untill Thursday mo1--n. this a slight disappointment 
--Wednesday we done little but talk about our expect 
march. Fred sent a box home my over shoes went with it. 
late at nig·ht fresh orders came for us to wait untill Friday 
morning before we started Getting· used to humbugh. still 
most ta.lkin we are doomed to remain in the barracks during 
the war. 

Saturday 1'Ia1--ch 8th 1862 
This morning· after being put off for several days con­

cerning our move we are about to start. 
We marched to the Pacific depot via Gen Hallecks Head 

qr. Noon found us all abord the cars, but to make the day 
tedious we r mained on the standing cars until Five oclock 
expecting to start at any moment 

We we1·e stowed & ja:roed in grajn cars Our train consist­
ed of Thi1 .. ty box cars & two engines 

Was rathe1 .. tedious as well as interesting to set up all 
night passed through Jefferson City about 3 ocl 'k A. 1'f. of 
Sunday. could see but little b11t the country is ery rough 
We arrived at Sedalia Sunday 1Iarch 9th about 2 o'clock 
P. M. was mo1'e pleasant today passed throug·h seve1 .. al 
prairie towns quite fine among which were Tipton Calif or­
nia Lamine, (at river of same name ,vhere our troops had 
formerly thrown up fortifications as a protection ag·ainst 
Gen. Prices forces.) & lastly Otterville. We experienced 
ql1ite a heavy rain storm on top of cars. al o had quite an 
interesting time pitching· tents in the rain We camped near~ 
Sedalia Depot, & not f a.r from the 8th Iowa inft. As I ha e a 
great many f riencls & acquaintences u1 thi R egi. I took 
supper & enjoyed my self much with them 
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Monday 1farch 10th 1862 
Our battalion was occupied in unpacking & arrangment 

of ouI· things and camp in general passed a ve1·y pleasant 
day with my friends of the 8th Ia. 

I :find Sedalia is quite a :fine business to,vn & the count1,y 
here is a fine one for so much p1·airie 

Tuesday March 11th 1862 
Weather fine. a detail of Co. B. come down from Lexing­

ton afte1~ rations I lea1--ned ousin Ike was right side up 
with care. We came out on dresspa1'ade ,vith the 2nd bat­
talion of our Regt. Our Capt. and 12 men from our Co. 
were sent out on scout I know not where. 

The 8th Ia. left here for Tenn. - via St. Louis I regret 
we could not have remained long·er tog·ether just night an 
order came for 50 men f1°9om each Co. of our batt. to be 
ready for a scout tomorrow at Ten oclock A. M. 

Wednesday March 12th 1862 
W e were r eady by ten oclock but did not get off until 

noon. We marched until Seven oclock P. M. & camped on 
a small stream near a union man by the name of Baker of 
three miles South west of Belmont82 a small secesh town 
as we came through nothing· but women and children were 
to be seen. All the women said they were widows conse­
quently the boys prefixed ''ividow'' to the town making· it 
(very appropriately) W idow B elmont 

Our party & train consists of Two hundred 3rd Batl 1st 
Ia. Cavl. One Co. of the 25tli Ind. [Indiana] A section of 
Artillery (Two pieces) & Ten bag·g·ag·e wago11s one of which 
broke down during the day. We have marched about 20 

s2 Evidently in west central Missouri, to which Gulick's cotnpany was being 
taken. It was not found on the map. It should not be confused ,vith the 
Belmont in southeastern l\!issouri, the scene of the '' Battle of Belu1ont'' 
previously mentioned. 
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1niles over a ery :fine hig·h rolling· prai1·ie, in col1nty of Pet­
tis. 

Thursday 1Iarch 13th 1862 
Our first nights camp \vas ve1·y pleasant Lt. Ba1"nes & a 

small party " ... ere out scouting· & brought in a r ebel apt. & 
some g11ns before day. We took up ol11· '' line of ma1 .. ch'' 
quite ea1·ly. the country has been much rougher .. one mo1·e 
infested by g11er1--illas or rebel scouts. We l)assed a small 
to\vn about noon ,vhich ,vas very m11ch clese1·ted & showed 
the affects of sccesh. I f or·med abo11t the &ame opinion of 
the town I had of the traito1" after whom it wa named, 
C allioun83 During the P . 11. we saw some of the r·ebel J ac1r• 
mans84 scouts I ,vas one of the T,v-elve to g·ive them a chase. 
they fled at our approach g·ained tl1e timber and thus es­
caped. About Four oclock ,ze sl11·p1·ised the To,vn of Clin­
ton ( Co. seat of Henry o.) & captl1red te11 01· twel\ ... e })1·is­
one1·s. Encamped in the towi1, sent out l)ickets & about 9 
oclock it commencecl to 1·ain fast & conti11l1ed all night. 

Friday 1'ia1--ch 14th; 62 
Wet & stormy all day. was nea1·ly dro"rned out ou1· 

tents wer·e very IDl1ch CI"O\'tded I came on pr .. ison guar--tl 
during· the day a number we1·e 1·eleased by taking· the oath 
of alleg·iance & giving· bonds for· their behavior·. This to,v11 
of Clinton has been quit [ e] a flou1·ishing· col1nt1"y place, 
situated in a fine locality. The citizens a1--e considerably 
tainted with secession Althoug·h it is against 01 .. der·s the 
boys will jay lia1.vlc . 85 pig·s & chickens Sl1ff er as mucl1 01· 
mo1--e than r ebels. 

83 A small to"·n in Ilenry County, 1Iissou1i, a fe,v nules northeast of Clmton. 

84 Jackman was chiefly noto1ious for his leadership in Confedt.1 ate guer1·illa 
tactics. When beaten in the open :field, as they "n~cre 1nost of the ti1ne on the 
11issour1 front, the Confecle1Htes resorted to ''bush,,hacking'' or guerrilla 
tactics - dodging open combat and sniping at the enemy from ambusl1. 

85 '' .Jayhawk'' is used ,rith various 1neanings. IIere it seon1s to signify 
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aturday 1Ia1"'ch 15th 1862 
Came of [f] g·uarcl this mon1iug· afte1"' standing· sixteen 
hours of the T\\Te11ty fou1· The weathe1· ratl1e1· better·. 

I went out riding· as far as Grand rive1·, Three miles. 
Our troops tool{ possessio11 of a g1"ist mill, kept it running· 
for our special use ' co,r>i doclge1"'' are plentiful. On search­
ing a house some of the boys f ou11d a secesh flag To nig·ht 
quite an excitement prevails as it is reported f 1~om good 
authority that Jackman with a force Sllperior to ours is pre­
paring to attaclc us. A me seng·er (Billie Potts) was sent 
with dispatches to edalia. We u11derstand for reinforce­
ments. In the nig·ht the excitement increased ,vhen the 
'' gra1id rourids '' of the Office1·s of guard, did not :find the 
picl{ets ( said pickets howeve1~ were all rig·ht) 

This P.:11. we moved from our tents to vacant buildings. 
Ou1" Co. live in style in a fine house owned by a rich secesh 
fronting the Court house 

Sunday March 16th 1862 
I attended Sabbath school this P.1f. for the :first time 

since I left home indeed it seemed lilce home to be there 
We have had se,reral scouting" parties out broug·ht in some 
prisone1·s & aJ·ms, Our Lt. Crosby with a party bur"ned a 
bridg·e ove1· I'iver to pre ent tl1e rebels from c1·ossing. I 
was detailed fo1· picket guard ThI·ee of us stood, more than 
a mile from to \vu all nig .. ht A ve1·y fair time for the first. 
We halted & charg·ed on two or three cows that made their 
appearance. 

1\fonday, Iarch 17th/ 62 
A very fine day this. 1~eturn scouts bring· more prisoners 

& arms. The most of them get clear by taking· the oath of 

foraging illegally for food. '' J ayhawkers' ', as Gulick uses the t erm in his 
letters, was a nickname for the Confederates, as '' rebs '', '' secesh '', etc. 
Strangely enough this very name '' J ayhawkers '' has for many years been 
applied to the inhabitants of the loyal Union State of Kansas. 
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allegiance. Our teams are cl1·awin · in corn & other confis­
cated property Forty head of heep were b1·oug·ht in guess 
we'll ha,?e some mutton The citizens are just crowdi11g 
town to ta1{e the oath. eve1 .. al 1·efug·e [ e] families came in. 
Also Co. I ou1 .. Regi. came in from Sedalia, broug·ht our 
mail I recd a letter from home 
I was out after for·ag·e. b the way I expect to Jzave roast 
Goos fo1· dinner tomor1 .. ow. 

Tuesday larch 18th/ 62 
It was quite rainy I was cook most of the day but vol­

unteered to g·o on a scout to sta1--t at Five oclock P.11. The 
remainde1· of our Battalion came in ,vith ol. commanding 
Ot1r pa1·ty of One hundred were in the saddle at the ap­
pointed time. marched Two hours. then stoped to feed an 
hour dt1ring which time it commenced raining & continued 
during our whole scout. We learned our business was to 
surprise a rebel camp We arrived at said place about 
Three oclock A.if. of Wednesday, 19th/ 62 but the rebs. had 
left, like good fellows leaving t1s their camp with out a 
:fight as we expected. We now made it our business to 
sear·ch secesh houses and arrest st1spicious persons ( 11ien) 

We 1--outed the people with a tremendious scare at three 
houses before day lig·ht. ifade them get b1·eakf ast for us, 
which they did reluctalltly. We searched a number more 
houses that contained in all Thre doz. Cans & Two keg·s 
powder Eleven guns (besides apples & sweet meats in abun­
dance) We toolr Five men p1--isoners Returned to camp 
wet, old, tired & hungry, just night after a march of 60 
miles all the time in the 1·ain When we retl1rned we learned 
that Capt. Ankeny of our Co. with a party of Twenty had a 
skirmish with the rebels to day near Leesville 86 resulting in 

sa Such a skirmish did take place at Leesville on the night of March 18, 
1862. Brigadier General James Totten 's report ( Official Records : War of 
the Rebell1.on, Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 341) confirms the staten1ent that ten 
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the l'out of the rebel party capturiJ1g Ten p1'isone1--s seve1,al 
gun wounded several & lrilled Two of the 1·ebs. Our loss 
Four wolmded none seriouslv . .., 

Friday irarch 21st 1862 
I was on Bridge g11arcl over G1·and ri,:rer nea1·ly Th1·ec 

miles from town, was cold & tediou . quite a snow sto1--m 
during· the nig·ht a. Co. of state t1,oops '' mou11ted 1·ifles ' 
came in. }.fuddy but prospects of better weather now clear­
ing· up to night 

Sunday March 23rd 1•862 
Nothing of note has occurred for· the past two days. scout­
ing parties go & come. Mo1 .. e troops a1--rived. Attended 
sabbath school Was detailed for a scout tomorrow 

11onday 1arch 24th/ 62 
We were mounted & prepared to march at Eight oclock. 

The roads were very muddy. We marched S.W. crossing 
Grand rive1~ at b1,.idge. took dinner at a secesh ministers. 
(No body home except women. It is a noticeable fact that 
the men of this count1--y especially secesh are al,vays hid 
out in the brush, while their women protest they are dead, 
or gone to war - or the <level or some whe1·e else away 
from home.) (1fany times we :find them skulkin g about 
g·iving the ,vomen the lie.) 

v\T e toolr a prisoner but afterward released him retaining 
his ho1·se 

Our rout lay over a prairie count1--y Our officers kept 
lig·hting fires. I soon disco,lered they were signals to the 
othe1-- parties that had went out yesterday 

prisoners ,vere taken, also seven guns, ten horses, and seven saddles. '' Cap• 
tain Ankeny' ', says General Totten, ''behaved with great spirit and did him· 
self high credit.' ' L eesville is in Henry County, t,\'elve miles east of Clinton. 
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After a ma1 .. ch of nea1 .. ly twenty miles we camped at 
Riclce s stor a st1·ong· rebel place. We came prepared to 
li, .. e on the count1·y in ea1~nest as we had 11othing· to cook 
,vith. Ou1· meat ,ve roasted on fo1·l{ed sticlcs o, ... er the flames 
,vhile our· '' cor>i dodger'' of lln ifted meal " .. as baked on a 
shing·le i11clined to the fire. I was among the g·uards for 
the nig·ht was posted out half mile nothing· occ11red. p1·etty 
cold. 

Tuesday niarch 25th/ 62 
We took up ou1 .. line of march for Ionegua pg.87 but did 

not a1 .. rive the1"e with out some slri1·mishi11g· as ,ve met a 
gang· of ixt3T 01... there abouts. We l{illed 011e ,vot111ded 
seve1--a.l & tool{ Thirty prisoners. With the small loss of 
Two r;rieri woitrided. Ou1· rout \vas ove1· a roug·h hilly coun­
try We stoped at the Sulphur sp1 .. ing·s 011ly a short time & 
passed 011 throug·h the To,vn of ironeg·11a ome t,vo miles & 
camped f 01 .. the nig~ht afte1-- a march of :fiftee11 or Twenty 
miles. SeveI·al small scouting· parties ,ver·e out 1iaj. 
Gowers88 command came 11p with us. We f a1·ed pretty 
rough iI1 the g·rub line. had pork & musl1 for s11pper still 
,ve enjoyecl it in the fi1 ... st degTee 

vVeclnescla3 ... 1Iar·. 26th/ 62 
We moved but a short distance but l1ad several parties 

011t took a nt1mbe1"' prisoners & sea1·ched a great many 
ho11ses found a1"ms & powder in nea1~1y e,:re1~y one. Gen­
eraly the boys app1·opriated something· to them selves. Al-

87 l\.fonegaw Springs, also called Monagan, is on the Osage River in St. Clair 
County, l\fissouri, about ten miles west of Osceola, the county seat. 

ss Major Gower ha.d started as Captain of Company F. He was promoted to 
Major on September I, 1861. On August 26, 1 62, lie succeeded Fitz Henry 
\Varren as Colonel of the First I owa. Cavalry v.·hen Warren was pron1oted to 
Brigadier General. Colonel Gower resigned from the service on August 20, 
1863 
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thoug·h it was not 1'" ig lit tl1e people had no 1·ig·ht to expect 
anything· bette14 We stoped fo1-- linne1· at an old secesh had 
him g·et it for us in his yard - do1ie i1i good style, so we 
came back & sto1)ed all nig·ht ,vith l1im, during· the day I 
~Ta on the Osag·e 1 .. i, .. e1· above Osceola & within one half 
mile of the to,vn, but the Col. stoped us f1--om going· in. he 
went ahead l1imself ,,,ith an escort. I was quite dis­
appointed as I wanted to see the Old head qr. of Gen. Price 

Thursday Ma1--ch 27th/62 
This morning the ol. with all the men except 60 from 

Our Co. (M) & K. retu1 .. ned to ca.mp at Clinton. They took 
with them about fo1·ty prisoners I was quite elated when we 
wer--e left with Lt. Col. 1Ioss. He gave us many more p1~ivi­
leg·es than we had enjoyed befo1·e. We were divided up in 
several pa1"ties The one I was ,vith went down to the 
Osag·e river below Osceola to burn a f e1"1·y. before reaching 
the place we discovered five rebel g71errillas gave them 
chase. When to the 1·iver the boat was gone so they s,va.m 
their ho1"'ses & thus escaped. When on the opposite side 
they we1"e impudent enoug·h to :fi1,e on us. We only had 
two or th1·ee 1·ifles, but that was cuoug·h to bring· down a 
ho1--se f 01· them after which they took a sudden depa1iure. 

We took dinner at a secesh place on liam & lzoriey. about 
nig·ht all our parties arrived at a place p1·eviousl)7 desig­
nated by the Col. We had twelve prisoners boys give 
laughable accounts of capturing~ them 

As usual only women & children ,vere at this place of 
encampment ,ve naturally helped 011r selves to all we wanted 
in the line of eatibles Weather f a1·e 

Friday March 28th/ 62 
vVe prepared to move back to Clinton sent out scouts to 

meet at Grand river £01--d . We routed a numbe1~ Bush 

VOL. XXVIII-26 
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,vhacke1·s 113"self & Pott ga, .. e t,\ .. O a th1·ee mile chase. 
They ,vcr .. e ½ mile in ac1, ... ance of 11s & g·ained the timber 
when " re ,ve1--e " ri thin thi1·ty r·ods of them & effected their 

L 

escape. Th y cer·tainly ea1·11ed it, a they st1·iped them 
selves & sacl dl e, of e,,.e1·~"thi11g· that tended to impede thei1' 
speec1 01~ application of the ,vhip. I ,,Ta 1·idin° a borro,y·ecl 
1101'"se I know if I had mine I co11lcl l1a,-rc overtaken them 

We all met at the for·d & soon a1·1·i, ... ed in linto11 after a 
five day scout during which time "\'\"C capt111·ecl 63 p1·isoner 
G1ms & amunition in ab11nclanc. Tl1e trai11 f1·om eclalia 
had a1·1·ived provisions plent3,.. 

Dear Bro. & Sister 

C1linton, l\lo :i\Ia1 .. cl1 29th 186~ 
Co. I 1st Ia. Ca\l. 

Althoug·h I have not heard f1·om l1ome ince I ,,11·ote. I 
thoug·ht as I had time, I "\\"ould d1·01) a f e,v lines, that }1 011 

mig·ht know I was still in existe1lce in this land of Da>ige r 
cf; Trouble ( as I pres11me you call it) I ha,Te j11st ret111·11ecl 
f 1"om a five days co11t, and as it has been a pleasant t1·ip to 
me, I suppose it would be intercsti11g· to )rou to hear some­
thing concerning· it I believe I ,v1·ote that the count1"3r be­
t ,veen G1·and & Osag--e rivers ,vas infested ,,Tith a band of 
Secesh J ayhawkers Headed lJy the Des1)a1·ac1o J ack1Jia12, & 
supposed to be three h11ndred st1·011g·. It is tl1e object of 
our Col. to scatter & rid the co11ntry of them & for this pu1--­
pose a larg·e Scout of Two hundred was sent o,,.e1,. the1·e, 25 
from six Cos of the Ia fi1·st & 50 Home G11arc1s 01-- State 
1falicia [ (] A scout of 50 mc11 l1ad been se11t out tl1e da~,. 
before, Unde1" 1faj. GoweI·,) The fi.1--st c1a!r out we co11ld 
only now & then g·et a g·limpse at some of them. We camped 
at Ricl{eys Sto1·e a noted secesh R e11c1ec;\To11s, (Bi1t they had 
been 1·outec1 by the 8th Ia.) some time befo1·e, so the1--e was 
11othi11g fo1· 11s to c1o b11t to 11 11) 0111· el,·ec; to ill eal a11 rl 

, 
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Baco1i for supper. v\T e l1acl b1·ol1g·ht nothing· ,,rith llS except 
half rations of Coffee & ug·ar as nearl3r eve1'y thing had 
run out at the post, (Clinton) Tl1e1·e was so many of t1s 
that after scouring· the neig·hborhood ,\,.e col1ld 11ot 1'ais half 
cooking loot enoug·h. ~Iy supper consisted of co1·n Dodg .. er 
made of unsifted cor11 meal and water (,vithout salt) & 
Baked on a boa1"d. Ham roasted on a stick a Tin cup of 
coff eo I was ve1--y glad to get this f 01· I "Tas to g·o on Picket 
guard at seven oclock Our f ar·e was better after this for we 
would ocasionly find some suas [squash,] or honey in the se­
cesli sella1·s and we we1·e not at all Backwa1 .. d neither did we 
care fo1-- the time of day "\Ve ate ,~{hen ,ve could g·et it. The 
weather was very fine, Quite fo1·tunate for us as we slept 
on the G1 .. ound withot1t a shelte1--, Tl1e second day ,ve ar-
1--ived at the 11onegua St1lphur Spring·s, sitl1ated in the 
11oneg11a Hills with hea,Ty timbe1· By the wa~ it is Shib­
le3rs point rig·ht ove1-- only 11iore so. 1Iore stoney & hillie. 
Our ma1--ch f 01~ eig·ht miles bef 01·e we reached the sp1·ing·s 
was attended with some ski1·mishing·. A pa1·ty of Jay 
Hawkers kept ha1'rising us. Small scouts we1'e sent out iI1 
the Brush and ove1 .. hills afte1· them We captu1 .. ed about 3 ... 
prisone1·s killed 01ie ,vounded 3 or 4 & dispersecl the 1·est, 
We had 3 of Olll .. men ,vounded one from Co K in the face 
one from Co F in tl1e a1·m anothe1 .. in the body one of the 
wounds very serious, I did not find an occasion to :fire a 
single shot, the Rebel mode of fig·hting here is to g·i,Te 
a shot and then tal{e to the B1·usl1, The 31·d da3r we 
marched to the Osage above Osceola and had scouts out all 
throug·h the Osag·e hills \\Te b1·011g·ht in a number of Pris­
oners, and g·a"\ye ma11)" a ha1·cl cl1ase at escapes80 It is not 

89 During these three or four days beginning March 24, 1862, the First 
Iowa Cavalry bad done excellent ,vork 1u the field to which it had been as­
signed. About 75 prisoners, ,vith a co11s1de1able qua11t1t y of 11.orses, mules, 
and supplies had bce11 taken, a ud s01uc prog1 ess had bec11 n1aclc to,Yarcl dri,­
ing 1ebel guerrillas f ron1 the Cl inton-Osceola 11C::1ghbo1 hood. 
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Bravery here that does the ,vo1·k it is the fast horse. Maj. 
Gowers cornma11d came up with 11s a11d the fourth day the 
Col. & whole command Except Co. 11 & K returned to Clin­
ton, the 1·emaining· Fifty of us Lt. ol. 1Ios omd coured 
the country down the Osag·e several miles belo,v Osceola we 
chased 6 so close that they were f 01·ced to swim their· horses 
across the 1--iver almost in ou1-- sight one of the boys ca1·rie­
ing· a 1·ifle g·a e them a shot across the r·i er disabeling one 
of their horses We captured about a doz prisoners and put 
with a g·ood old secesh for the night becaus he thoug·ht we 
were too hard on hjm to f eeu. ou1 .. horses at noon. 
The Fifth day we repa1·ed to Clinton But I had the hard­
est chase of any A squad of six took a 1·ound about way 
across a stream to sca1 .. e 11p Secesh Shu1·e enoug·h we 
started two of them, Billie P otts90 .,_ myself took after them 
We were ¾ of a mile behind. We run them 2 miles across 
the Prai1 .. ie and was within Twenty rods of them ( a long 
distance for pistol shot) \Vhen they g·ained the Timber·, we 
chased them half mile th1·oug·h the woods but they manag·ed 
to escape in the brush. We captured some of their clothing 
as they completely striped themselves that they might bet­
ter apply the whip & spur to their poor horse, 

I like hunting b11t this is the best g·ame I ever saw, It is 
some what exciting· We all met at the Gr--and river ford & 
came in Clinton Where eve1·y thing is plent as the p1--o­
vision train has arrived from Sedalia 91 Du1--ing· our scout 
we took 65 prisoners on; ho1·ses nea1 .. ly that number of 
Guns of Eve1·y ki1rid 

oo William C. Potts, of Company i1, was a member of the original enlistment. 
He re-enlisted on December 27, 1'863, and deserted on June 25, 1865, at Alex• 
andria, Louisiana.-Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Re­
bellion, Vol. IV, p. 155. 

9 1 The well known town of Sedalia, county seat of Pettis County, some 70 
miles southeast of Kansas City, was now the main supply depot for the Union 
forces operating in western Missouri. 

• 
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I am now ready for another scout and one will g·o soon over 
the Osag·e. F1--ed is out tonig·ht in a small scout ihat goes 
to surprise some Secesh I hear another goes Ol1t tomorrow 
morning But I am waiting· to g·o ove1" the Osag·e for tliere 
is tlie furi, 

The people he1--e who were quite scornful at ou1· a1"rival 
are becoming· reconciled to the Soldiers. The people about 
the country are comeing· in eve1'y day to take the oath92 

By the way I will send you the oath they take the Blanks 
a1·e p1--inted at U1icles Sa1ris Office there in to,vn. I will also 
send you a paper isued by the Soldiers at the same Office. 
We have a mail rout established from edalia here I hear 
that Co B is at Sedalia and that they a1·e comeing· he1·e I 
hope so for I have not seen I saac Since he left the Barracks 
5 months ago. It hardly seems 7 months since I left home. 
When I think of it, I think there must have been some 
changes in your City Write and give all the particula1--s I 
have shut down on all correspondents except home, So if 
you can tell me anything conce1--11ing my friends abrod, do so 
We g·et good news still from the Seat of War. I hope it 
will continue so. 

I will close this poorly wi--itten letter with the request, 
Write one ivr-ite all My love & best wishes to all 

Yours sincer ely 
Wm 0. Gulick 

Tuesday April lst/ 62 
Very wet & disagreeable. Came of [f] guard of which I 

was corporal (acting·) was not 1--elieved for twenty four 
hours Co.s B & D came in f1"'om Lexingion on the l\{o. river 
via Sedalia. Isaac was so fat I ha1--dly knew him. Their 

92 The oath, i. e., the oath of allegiance to the Federal government, was re­
quired by the advancing Union arn1ics of the inhabitants of occupied regions. 
E special vigilance in enforcing this oath was naturally taken in the case of 
those ,vho were suspected of Confederate sympathies. 

• 



404 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY ........ TD POLITI 

bag·g·ag·e ,vag·o11s did not arrive so they remained ,vith us. 
During· the last th1 .. ee days some scouting parties were 

Ol1t. they b1 .. ougl1t in a Doz. p1 .. isone1 .. s . F1 .. ecl " Tas a long 
g·ives a g·ood acct. of their trip 

I done my wa lung· on t1nda)T. One ca1111ot lceep the days 
of ,veck he1·e as i11 I ilitary matte1,s the abbath is not re­
spected 

aturday Apr. 5th,162 
I was detailed to g·o after fo1 .. ag·e took dinner out in the 

country it seemed like home to sit at a table Co. A. of ol1r 
regi. came in camp also Two Co.s of the 26th Inft. 

Du1·ing· the past £ve day ever y thing passed as 11sual I 
was on guard once. Co.s C. & K. went to Osceola to estab­
lish a post ther e. Some scouting some p1·isone1"s taken. 

Clinton H enr y Co. Io. 
Co f 1st Ia Cavl April 6/ 62 

Dear Brothe1 .. Parkes. 
It is only a f e,v days since I Wl'ote P eter and sent you a 

Pape1". But as we are about to make another move I take 
this oppo1'tunity to t ell you 

W e expect to sta1--t tomor1"ow morning for Butler. The 
county seat of Bates Co. If yol1 look on your map; you 
will see the Direction is S.W. from here & distance about 
50 miles. I am glad we are g·oing· to move for I have been 
here long· enoug·h. I expect we will £nd a worse place than 
we leave But we have just so much work to do here in 1o. 
and the sooner it is done The beter it will be for us. I sup­
pose 011r business is to open the ,vay a11d establish posts 
Then the State militia will talre ou1-- place They are not 
completely organized 01" D1·illed yet, and it will be a long· 
time before they can do ,vith out the I a. boys. Ol1r ,V"hole 
Regi have bee11 here except Cos G. & F. Th1·ee cos. have 
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g·one to Osceola. Th1·ee or Four will go to Butler and the 
rest remain here. I suppose Co. B. ,vill stop here, to 1·est 
and 1--ecrui t [.] I saac is he1·e, I ha1·c11).,. k11e,,,. him l1e i so 
fat He tallcs some of getil1g· a t1·a11. i'e1· to this Co I l1opc 
he will I am g·oing· llp to see him co11ce1 .. 11i11g· it afte1· I finish 
this. The weathe1· for the last rlay 01· t,,,.o ha been vc1·y 
fine but there is indications of a stor·m for t1s to nig·ht. It 
has been inve1"yably the case, rainy ,vhen ,,,.e march a11d 
camp I have been out on se"\Teral scol1ts latel}1 , clid not 
accomplish mucl1 except to take some cattle and forage, 
And occasionaly some J. Hawke1-. . I Sl1p11ose you ha,,e 
passed this day unda quite diffe1·e11t f1·om what I have. 
I ha e been out fo1·ageing. We ha·v·e to g·o f1·om Eig·ht to 
twelve miles after gTain & l1ay, hor)e it ,vill be near·er at 
Butler. I received a letter· from Bill offman & John Glea­
son this morning was glad to hea1· from them. I fear· I 
shall have but little time to answer them received a letter 
from mother ,vi.th the stamps they come \7er good. You 
must w1·ite soon hoping· this will fincl yot1 all ,,Tell I subscribe 
myself 

Dr. [Dear~] Brothe1· W . 0 . Gl1lick 
April 7th I have just 1~etu1"ned f1·om sco11t We marcl1ed 
all last nig·ht and today Did not accom1)lish much only took 
four p r isoners and some arms I learn the 01"der is co1111ter­
manded and we will not go to Bt1tle1· at p1~esent 

Yours i11 haste 
,iV. 0 . Gt1lick 

Adress 
1st Regi; Io,,ra Cavalry 

o M . via Sedalia, niissou1·i 
P .S. ou1~ orderly just came in and cletailed me for a scout 
I kno,v not whe1--e. 



406 IO\V .r:1- ~JOUR.1. AL OF HISTORY ........... D POLITICS 

[E,ri lently ,,r1·itten at Clinton, ~Io. 
Date not given. Letter incomplete] 

Letter· ,,ritl1 them. The Bridg·e I spoke of is ac1·oss the 
G1·and Ri,er abot1t Three miles f1·om To\'\rn. We Bt11·nt one 
B1--idge to make less g11a1"d and to p1·event the Secesh f1·om 
useing· it When we ca1ne in this town We took posession of 
a gristmill and P1·inting· office so you see we can G1·ind corn 
for C. Dodg·e1·s and P1--int ou1· own ews We ha,Te take11 a 
g·reat many P1--isone1--s Since ,ve have been here. I ha,~e 
been 011t in several sco11ts I e11jo)T tl1em '\7e1·y ml1ch B3T the 
way I ,\rill tell yol1 sometlung· of them. The 18t]i a detail 
came for Twenty men f1--om our· Company I volt1nteered 
£01· one of them We started with O mo1·e men just night. 
We lea1·ued about Ten miles from camp that 0111· Business 
,V'as to s111·p1·ise a R ebel canip. We mar·ched all nig·ht a11d 
to malre it the mor·e i11te1·esti11g· it commenced to 1·ain about 
nine oclock and contint1ecl to rain that nig·ht and 11ext da}r 
Well ,ve arri,,,ed at the Rebel camp abo11t 3 oclock A 11 but 
they had left fo1· 1"eg·ions t1nlrno,,rn. \Ve now made it a busi­
ness to search houses and a1·rest s11spiciou characte1--s We 
surrounded several houses and routed the people before 
day lig·ht some of them we1"e very much f 1 .. ightened. We 
wol1ld enql1i1·e fo1· g·l111s the. "Tot1ld Gene1·aly say they had 
none. If then we fo11nd any The ,ve1·e ou1-- p1--isone1 .. s , at 
one place ,ve toolr 5 Guns, 2 K g·s of P & 3 Doz cans of 
Powder. We also toolc the man Priso11er We made many 
of them g·et llS Breakfast and ,ve would l1elp ou1·selves to 
a11ythlng we wanted such as Honey & apples We ma1·ched 
back to camp with 6 Prisoners ( one we caug·ht after a long· 
chase across the Fields) 11 Gt1ns & the Po,vder aforesaid 

We came in camp j11st nig·ht hungry a11d tirecl Wet and 
cold. We had maI·ched 60 miles witho11 t stoping 011ly long 
onoug·h to feed twice. The same 11ig·ht and day ive iv ere out. 
A squad of men about T,venty f1·om our Battalion five f r om 

• 



JO R1 TAL ........... TD LETTER OF W. 0. GULICK 407 

our co we1"e out a11d g·ot in a little :fig·ht. they atacked them 
and after a b1 .. islc skirmish the 1'e bels fled. Oltr boys killed 
Two of them and took nine of tl1em prisone1·s. Fou1~ of our 
boys (not in our Co. howeve1 .. ) we1~e wounded not seriously. 
We have p1 .. etty li\7ely times. A scout goes 011t tomorI"OW. 
They say we will mo,re on south To Oseola 011 the Osag·e and 
about 'fhi1·ty miles from he1--e. This country and south of 
here is infested witl1 a set of J av hawlcers ancl Bushwhaclc-.,, 

ers They Drive of[f] the Union people They come in 
he1·e every day striped of all they have 11any of them are 
going· with us as g·uides, so we will be apt to get some of 
them or have a chance to put some air holes through 
them. 1fany of the people are comeing· in to take the oath. 
I have not much me1"cy for them dont beleive I would take 

• many prisoners 
Bl1t to chang·e the Sl1bject I must tell you I want some 

Postag·e tamps or else I can't write I did not lay in as 
larg·e a stock as I should ,vhen I left St. Louis, I st1pposed I 
could get them out here bt1t they aI·e not to be had for love 
or money and I have g·ive away to those that could not get 
them at least half Doz. We have not I"'eceived our pay yet 
But guess we will ere long. I have some chang·e yet enoug·h 
to last I g-uess. Did you g·et my ove1·shoes at Wilkes I 
sent them in a box with some thing·s Fred sent home. It 
seems a long time since I heard f1"om home so you must 
give me all the particulars. You must w1 .. ite soon - I wish 
yol1 would send those lilcenesses spol{en of. 

I Beleive I forg·ot to tell you that we we1·e quartered in 
Secesh houses We have every thi11g· "Te want from the 
Rebels as we confiscate their property The Teams are 
d1·a,ving· in Grain all the time and a g·reat deal of Pork and 
otl1e1~ meat P oltry and the like 

Tl1e Teamster is waiting fo1· my lette1" you mt1st Direct to 
o ir. i11 ca1·e of Capt. Anlreny, 1st Re i. Ia Cavl (Via St. 

Louis) or edalia) I will be pretty s111·e to get it. 

• 
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Ol1r boJ'" a1·e mostly health}", m)· elf e pecially 1fy lo\·e to 
all the folk Hoping to hear f1·om >Tou s0011 I close 
P. . I ha" ... e w1·itten i11 ha te o cxct1se all 1·1--01·s. I thinlc 
I can g·et 01· captt11"'e some ecesl1 article tl1at would do to 
send home if so I will 

Y 0111 .. affectionate B1 .. othe1' 
W. 0. Gulick 

u11cla)r p1·. 6th 1 62 
Was detaile 1 for fo1·age guard ag·ain Came in with plent;~ 
of co1·n & ha~'>" at t,vo P. J\i. had bee11 out sev n mile 

~ 

At Six oclock P. ~I. I v{as detailed for a scout. We -,,rere 
about Fifty i11 o. traveled all nig·ht, b11t did not su1·prise 
a rebel camp as expected During· the nig·ht it 1--ained some 
1fo1·ning .. come at last & found us about twent3r five mile 
north of Clinton on the W arrensbu1·g road We retu1'ned 
to camp late il1 the evening· ,vith Four pri 011ers. Fred had 
just [retur11ed ~] from an expedition to d st1·oy a distillery. 
A place some of 0llr boys frequented to mucl1 fo1· thei1· o,vn 
good. 

Weather l1nsettled - Ten f1·om each o. ,va c1etailed fo1· 
a scout to start out immediately 

Tuesda}7 April 8th 1 62 
I was about camp. Co 0. the Band & Col. sta1·ted for 

Butler nearly £01 .. ty miles west of this place. Two Co. of 
inft. went OT' sta1·ted for the same place. Ou1"' mess con­
cluded to ha,re some f1"esh pork so I helped for the first 
time to kill a fine Porker 

W ednesda}T Apr. 9th 1862 
We took up our line of march for Pappinville.93 o.s f. & 

93 Papinsville, a small town in southeastern Bates County, fissouri, near 
the Osage R,iver, was about 30 miles south,vest from Clinton, which was still 
the First Iowa Cavalry's headqua:rters. 

' 
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13. f 01-- the fi.1--st time ,·vent ot1t tog·ethe1--. ,,~ e 11t1mbe1--ecl 60 
men 30 £1 .. om each Co. apt. Lefing·wel of amp. B in com­
mand We ma1--ched to Johnstown ( abot1t 20 miles clistant) 
a poor looking· place indeed. Three me11 came in and g·ave 
themselves up as clese1,te1--s from Price. 

Thursclay 1-\.pr. l0tl1, 62 
Our ma1,ch was a little sot1th of West. passed th1--ough a 
small town called Plea ant Gap. took one or two p1--ison­
ers after a lengihy chase. W e passecl the 1·emains of a 
burnt building said to have been the 1,esidence of the 11oto1--­
ious rebel leader, Jack ma1i. 

This P . lvI. arrived at Pappinsvill the most desolate place 
I ever saw The to,vn had been bu1 .. ned by the Feds. unde1· 
1f ontgomery I counted more than Twenty five cl1imnis 
standing as mon1Jments, in remembrance of the dreadful 
work 

Chat:field94 of o. B. was taken prisoner he was the first 
in towr1, where he met a Doz. rebs. dressed in ou1-- uniform 
he rode up to them very carelessly when they anounced to 
him the fact that he was prisone1--. He could make no re­
sistance & they marched him off before out, very face & 
eyes. We mistook them for our own troops untill it was to 

late to catch them. 
I was on guard with othe1·s at the ferry & four jay hawk­

ers were bold enot1g·h to fire on us from the opposite side 
We returned the fire & I was one of three to go over-- in 
skiff after the fe1--ry boat. at our approach they fled. Was 
not very p leasant on guard still had no more trouble. 

Fr--iday A p1 .. 11 tl1 1862 

Co.s E . & I . came in & a scout started out in sea1~ch of 
Chatfield as well a the 1"ebs. We went do,vn to the lower 

94 l\farcus M. Chatfield of Lyons, Io,va, enlisted in Company B, First Iowa 
Cavalry, on 11ay 10, 1861, re-enlisted on February 22, 1 64, ,vas promoted to 
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fer1--y ( on Osag·e river) ,vhe1·e we forded the stream p1 .. etty 
deap, took a tramp ten miles over the 1 .. i.\"er when we 1·e­
tu1--ned nea1-- night, at the 11pper ford, nea1' Pappinsville, 
small ho1·ses had to s"rim. "'\Yhen in camp found the rebels 
had released Chatfield afte1" taking· e-ve1 .. y thing· he had, even 
traded boots with him 

It had rained p1 .. etty hard all day & with the scanty 
sup1Jly of tents we have with us the p1--ospects for shelter 
to night is rather dubious 

aturday Ap1·. 12th/ 62 
· We took up our line of march for Butler quite early. 

Still raining· consequently very muddy The distance 20 
miles - When about half way 1\Te r11n in a nest of Gue1 .. ril­
las we took nine prisoners after some chasing· & s11ooting. 
1Iore scare than any thing else, as none of the rebs as well 
as our selves were hurt. 

We arrived at Butler about fo11r o'clock P.J\II. This has 
been a fine flourishing· prairie town, before it was burned by 
Montgomery & Lane95 ifost of the secesh were obliged to 
leave after this but still enoug·h ll1rk around to harrass the 
Union people. 

Sunday Apr. 13th 1862 
Started for Clinton distance forty miles was detained at 

Johnsto,vn Two hours arrived at Clinton just after da1~k 
ot1r wag·ons 10 miles behind 

corporal later in that year, and was not n1ustered out until Feburary 15, 
1866. 

OG The burning of Butler and Papinsville, mentioned by Gulick, was only 
part of a general policy of '' terrorization by devastation'' pursued by the 
Union army in this part of Missouri. It was partially justified by the fact 
that this Tegion was the most violent hotbed of secessionist sentiment in the 
State. There are frequent references in Gulick 's letters to important towns 
of this region being strongly '' secesh ''. 

• 
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Monday Apr. 14th 1862 
nug· in camp after a five days scout during which tjme 

we took T,venty p1·isone1·s, & all the tjme the ,veather un­
favorable. To day it is 1--aining. I recd. two lette1·s from 
home - ans both 

J 11st nig·ht ,vas detailed on a :fifteen days scout expect 
something· will be done as they take Fifty men from each 
of the Two Co.s he1--e M. & B. 

Tuesday Apr. 15th 1862 
This morning we prepa1 .. ed for a Fifteen day scout W e1--e 

on the way by ten o'clock. lYiarched thi1--ty miles Camped 
in a Seceshes meadow plenty of hay & Corn We are 9 
miles from Pappinsville & 5 from the Osage river. vVe no. 
100 men Capt. Lefing,vell of B Co. in command 

Weather fine to day roads not very g·ood 

Wednesday Apr. 16th 1862 
I was on guard last night. At two oclock a scout went 

out to surp1--ise Pappinsvill. At the same time a party of 
twenty went down to take possessio11 of the fe1·ries to pre­
vent the 1--ebs from getting away. We all met at the lo,ve1' 
fer1·y soon after noon. The 1"esults of the different parties 
scouting· was the capture of fou1· 01· five prisoners. A party 
of Fifty ,vas sent down the 1 .. iver to rout a band of Gue1 .. il­
las but they did not find them. 

Thu1 .. sday Apr. 17th 
A party of Fifty including myself, took an early start to 

make a detour f1·om the main roacl leading· to Eaton96 As 
we had to fe1--1·y the river was nea1·ly nine ocloclr bef 01 .. e we 
g·ot fa1,ely on the 1--oa<l. Befo1'e this time hovleve1' it com-

96 Eatons is a small village near Deepwater, in Henry County. A later 
reference to ''Eatonville'' probably means the same town. 
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menced 1"ainiJ1g· ve1·y ba1·d & co11tinuecl all clay. but ne, ... er 
clal111tecl ,,re l{ept on Ollr way cha ing· Jay ha,vlrhers whe1 .. e 
e,1er fol1ncl got t,,ro 11otorious cha1 .. acte1·s before noon by 
them lea1 .. ned whe1"'e they had thei1-- head q11arte1·s. We pro­
cu1 .. ecl a g·11ide & made fo1 .. the place hacl to cros clear 
c1--eel{ now very high. ~lost of the l101·ses had to svrim. 
When in sig·ht of the building· (which was in a lonly by­
place) we cha1·ged 11p surrounding it. Two men run from 
the place. We caug·ht them they prov-ed to be leade1·s of a 
band that was doing· much mischief in this ,racinity T1 .. ue 
e11ough the place hacl been Head qr. for them. Guns, pis­
tols & amunition were found here. Capt. concluded to l"'e­
main all nig·ht, I was on guard 

T,vo young ladies, bette1 .. have said £emails claimed they 
lmew me, as one John Post & -wished me to redeem a prom- . 
ise made at lvioneg"l1a It made a g·ood joke as I was ignorant 
of the whole aff ai1 .. 

F1--iday A p1". 1 th 1862 
We marched abol1t fol1r miles to Eatonville bad to cross 

one stream that in its s,volen & h11 .. bid state had to swim 
(which we did without accident) 

From this place three of 0l1r boys who were in advance 
chased as many Jay-hawkers to Clintonville four miles 
when the J . H . joined thirty more of their party & returned 
the chase nearly back. We all now went forwa1 .. d double 
quick but the party I was with got on the ,vrong road & 
came back to Eatonville whe1--e we remained all day. the 
party that did get after them followed all day but could 
not overha11l them, so 1'et1-1rned to this place after a r ide of 
fifty miles for 1iex . 

• 

W e campec1 here f 01· the 11ig·ht :\Iad [ e J tl1e towns peo-
pl [ e] get us g1'ub as we ,ve1·e out not bei11g· ,vith ou1-- "'rag·ons 
Weather cold & ,v-et. 

• 
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Satu1--day A1J1--. 19th 1862 
We were about camp all da)1 the creek being· to hig·h to 

cross ou1~ wag·ons ar·e on the opposite side consequently 
we wc1 .. e ,vi.th out g·1·11b. had to depe11d on the citizens fo1' 
supplies. they being mostly secesh was 11ot very liberal 
lJut fo1·tunately we were not baclcwar,d in helping· ou1-- selves. 
Cold & cloudy weather 

I ,,1as on a scout at nig·11t did not accomplish much. re­
t11rned at midnig·ht 

Sunclay Ap1 .. 20th 1862 
Althoug·h I "'\\1as sleepjT & ti1--ed I ,vas hung·ry so g·ot up 

,tery early to g·o out in the country after breakfast. Had a 
squa1--e meal 

The boys over the c1·eek ca ptu1 .. ed five pi-·isone1·s c1--eelc 
still to hig·h to c1"oss the wag·ons. Was about camp all day. 
Ol1r horses have been without ha:5r seve1~a1 days g·1·ass is 
not larg·e eno11gh for g·razing· yet. eason \,.ery backward 

J\fonday Apr. 21st 1862 
We prepa1 .. ed to leave Eatonville for 1Iontevala97 whe1·e 

,ve a1 .. 1·ived after an easy ma1·ch of twelve miles ove1· a 
sandy prai1·ie country on our a1--rival we took :fi:v·e or six 
pr isoners found several g·uns & revolve1 .. s hid about town. 

It was here that quite a fight took place between Co. K. 
Lt. Col. J\Ioss commanding. and a party of rebel assasins 
about twenty :five in no; who fired on the boys at nig·ht while 
qua1·ter ed in a house. T"10 of K. bo3rs ,,Te1--e killed one rebel 
killed some wounded & several prisoners They beat a hasty 
retreat. 

The shots in the l1ol1se & ba1·11 the broken sash show plain­
ly thei1-- cowardly work. W e have one p1·isone1" that k110,vs 

0 7 1'.1ontevallo was a sn1all inlnnd village in southeastern Vernon County, 
11issouri. 

• 
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something of the affair. We hung him twice to make him 
tell but he was too drunk to realize it. I am on prison gua1·d 
Weather :fine 

Friday April 25th/ 62 
For the past three days we have been scol1ting· eve1--y day 

& as often 1"eturned to this Montevalo with the same result 
( th1~ee or four prisone1--s & arms & powder) 

Today a large party went out nearly one hundred Trav-
led outh East, about twenty five mjles, scoured the tim­

ber on Horse & Ceda1· creeks captl1red Eight prisoners with 
guns & ammunition I g·ot a colts revolver but had to tu1~n it 
over to the Q.1f. We came i11 tired & hungTy late at night 
after a travel of more than Fifty miles 

Col. Wa1"ren with B. & I. Co.s started for Pappinsville. 
This 1Iontevala is a p1 .. etty place in quite a :fine count1·y. 

a strong southe1--n party feeling exists here 

Sunday April 27th 
I was about camp all day the train of supplies came in Co. 

I. escort. We drew five days rations. It is already thir­
teen days since we left Clinton. But our time has been ex­
tended. A scout went out & rett11 .. ned ,vith five prisone1·s 
Yesterday I was in bathing, the :fi1--st this season cold bath 
indeed. Weather fine 

- Tuesday ..t\.p1--il 29th 1 62 
I ,vas detailed with nine others to escort Lt. Col. 1f oss to 

Osceola98 with dispatches We were about :five l1ours on the 
road distance, forty fi,,.e miles, & had to swim aulr ri,,.er to 
g·et the ferry boat before we col1ld cross. 

Osceola has been quite a flourishing· towi1. the head of 

98 Osceola is still, as then, the county seat of St. Clair County. Its popula­
tion is about 1000. 

• 

• 
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steam boat movings. But alas! it, lil(e many other places 
has been razed to the g·round bu1"'ned & plundered. only a 
f e,v desolate houses I"'emain & only pa1 .. t of them occupied 

Thursday 1Iay 1st 1862 
Yesterday we remained with Co. B. faj. Le:fing,vell99 

commanding this post (Osceola) Co K . is he1 .. e, also, two 
Co.s of the 25th Ind. At an early hour ,ve p1·epared to go to 
Butler, with Lt. ol. Our wagon b1·oke do,vn before we had 
gone a mile did not get it :fixed until noo11. 

Then we met six of Co. B. coming from Butler who re­
po1 .. ted twenty J ayha,vlrers on the road. with reinforce­
ments we went afte1 .. them, only g·ot one Then went on our 
way as before. but night over took us not half way to Butler 
without any thing to eat. We passed tolerable pleasant 
nig·ht on the prairie. Before starting this morning, I boug·ht 
a horse of James Phelan The first I l1ave o,vned since I 
have been in the service. We ha,7 e been told by the officer .. s 
that we can draw pay for them as Ol1rs is an indipendent 
regiment, & all with the exception of Our Co. own their 
own ho1 .. ses. 

F1·iclay May 2nd 1862 
Continued our march at Slmrise without breakfast ar­

rived at Butler at noon. hacl a g·ood appetite for dinner. 
We lea1--ned that our Capt. & two sergeants from our Co. 
had gone with the Col. & large scouting party to meet our 
boys £1 .. om 1Iontevalla 

Butler, Mo. May 4th 1862 
Dear Sister Emma 

Y ou1 .. s of the 27th inst. came to hand last nig·ht It ,vas 

99 Th1s again r ef ers to Captain W. E. Le:ffingwell 's acting in the capacity of 
major although ,vithout the formal con1mission. 

,oL. xxvnr- 27 
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the fi1·st I had 1·ecd from any one i11 T\venty days I was 
g1·eatly pleased to get the ne,vs f1--om both Letter, & Paper 
I beleive I told yol1 I was g·oing on a ten days scout in my 
last. Well it provec1 to be a T"~enty days, instead of 'ren, 
and tl1en it was a me1·e chance that I came in, as neai--ly all 
th Scout a1·e Ol1t yet. We were at Iontevallo, Ver·non Co 
when I was detailed ( as was nine other-.s) f 01-- body g11a1·d 
for Lt. Col. 11oss. Escorted him to Osceola. (Distance 45 
m. Times Five hours I expected to return to 1Iontevallo 
but had to come on to Butler first. On 011r arrival her--e we 
found that O11r ompany (those tl1at 1--emained at Clinton) 
had moved he1·e. o as we found our"' selves home. They 
concluded we had better· stay l1ntil the scout I"'eturns, which 
will be ix 01"' Eig·ht days. This last Sco11t is doing· pretty 
well dom1 in Ver·non Cedar & Dade County there is plenty 
to do. We took a n11mbe1· 11oto1--io11s J ay-Hawke1-.s, some of 
,vhich will be shot. We had some slig·ht skirmishes and a 
great ma1iy 7,ard chases o I( a few days in advance of us, 
at 1'.f 011tevallo, was attacked in the nig·ht Two of their· men 
killed & Five wounded Sar·g·eant Lyon100 ser iously if not 
fa tally, But it is useless for me to tell yo11 mor e about ou1· 
scouts I could not tell you half, \Vhen we come to J ay-Hs 
houses we are pretty good J.H.s 0llr sel·v·es. I could get any 
amount of T1--inkets to send home if I could car1"y them. 
We Dest1~oy a gTeat deal. It is hard wo1·k to ride Day & 
night tioo, as we have too Bl1t still I lilre it pretty "rell, 
Should be better satisfied however if we cou]d do something 

10
0 Sergeant J. A. Lyon of Company K was in later years State Auditor of 

Iowa. Two men, as Gulick states, were killed on the Union side in this skir­
mish, which occurred on April 14, 1862. He says five were wounded; the 
Bost er of Iowa Soldiers, Vol. IV, p. 7, says seven. Lieutenant Colonel Moss, 
in command of the expedition, reported that '' never did men under similar 
circumstances display greater gallantry than those with me that night.'' They 
were surrounded near Montevallo by double their number of rebels; in view 
of this disparity in numbers it is remarkable that they fought their way out 
with such small loss. 

• 
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that we would g·et credit for, Ou1,. Bushwhacking dont 
arnroount to much, The tate Troops are beginning to take 
our places I thil1k we cannot remain in 11:o. much long·er, 
Our Reg·t. Qua1·ter maste1--s ha,,re been muste1·ed out the 
service also the Acljutants. Why it is I do not know unless 
to cu1·tale the expencs, There is tall{ of cuting· the Reg-t 
do,vn to Ten Cos I do not see the object. 

The Battle at Pittsburg·101 was very ha1"d indeed. I 
could hardly rest I was so anxious to g·et the news A g·reat 
many that I knew were killed or Taken Prisoner you name 
some that we1·e on the sick list, I hor)e It will not be my 
rriisf ortii1ie to be sick if eve1 .. I should have the chance to go 
In Battle, I had rather be taken Prisoner 01 .. almost any­
thing· else than g·ive people a chance to say, (''He made 
believe'') or, (''It was a g·ood excuse to keep out of the 
:fig·ht '') and othe1,. conjectures every body are shu1'e to 
make, I hope the boys that are Prisone1 .. s ,vill be t1 .. ea ted as 
well as we treat ours this is all we could ask, The wounded 
I suppose are well cared for. The Eighth Iowa & especially 
Co. A. seem to be very unfortunate I hope if we leave Mo. 
It will be to participate in the next battle, at Corrinth102 

or any other strong hold the Rebels may choose. Fig·hting 
in 1fo. is about played oi,t. The season is veI'Y backward 
her"e The few f a1·me1--s that ar'e disposed to cultivate the 
soil are just planting· corn. I think some of the people in 

101 The battle of Shiloh, in April, 1862, generally considered a Union vic­
tory although indecisive, is sometimes called the battle of Pittsburg Landing. 
Only the arrival of reen.foreements under General Buell saved the Union army 
from a disastrous defeat in this two days battle, the largest that had yet taken 
place in the war. Fully 10,000 men on both sides were killed and about 20,000 
wounded.-Headley 's The Great :Rebellion (The American Publishing Co., 
Hartford, Conn., 1866), Vol. I, p. 361•. These losses were about evenly divided 
between the two armies. 

102 Corinth, in northeastern Mississippi, was an important Confederate base 
toward whieh General Grant was pushing forward in his gradual advance on 
Vicksburg. Corinth was captured by the Union army, on May 30, 1862. 
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that pa1--t must starve if the war continues next winter But 
the most of them Dese1·ve to go on lialf ratio1is to pay for 
their Disloyalty I seen by youi· letter, the Union sentiment 
was bound to p1·evail with C. & C. [Cynthia & Cha1·lie] I 
hope They may live in peace & harmony. And unlike our 
once Glorious Union of tates may the idea of seceeding 
from each other never enter Their minds 

Sunday 11ay 4th 1,862 
Yesterday was a day of rest with me Today I com­
menced a letter home but had to leave it to go on a scout 
We traveled more than twenty :five miles but did not accom­
plish much 

Monday 11ay 5th 1862 
I :finished my letter & sent it 
Was out after for age Corn & hay is plentiful 

Tuesday May 6th 1862 
I was detailed as Corporal of the picket guard We had 

a very easy post. 

Satu1 .. day i1ay 10th 1862 
Night before last the Officers had a dance the boys from 

Co.s E. I. & D. & Co. A. inft. bro1re it 11p caused quite a 1--iot. 
Yesterday fifteen of the boys were a1 .. rested for being en­
g·ag·ed in the riot & sent to g11ard house. I was one of the 
guards - they done abol1t as they pleased. Today after I 
had come off g11ard they we1--e all sent to the Jail for gTeater 
punishment & security. Time[s] are squally[.] boys 
threaten to raze the Jail and thus let them out by main 
force if necessary. 

The colt I bought I sold to Thos. Else for a trifle more 
than I give. 

• 
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The Col with our boys came in camp £1,om a Twenty seven 
day scout 

Sunday J\iay 11th 1862 
Althoug·h our Co was not engag·ed in the affai1 .. of Thursday 
night they were reg·arded as mutineers with the 1,est Col. 
W ar1--en to show his authority orde1·ed all the Co.s here to 
come out on Dress parade which was complied with After 
a few sarcastic remarks he ordered .E.I. & M. to g·ive up 
their arms 

This was done publicly to make the dishonor greater. It 
was with much reluctance that the arms ,vere tl1rned over 
We went to quarter & out of 1--espect f 01 .. our Co. officers 
1 .. emained quiet Co. D. was the favo1'ed Co. this time as the 
Col. not only gave them his compliments by vtay of a short 
speech but had the Band play the ''Star Spang·le Ba11ner'' 
This has given (already) the rise of a'' Stai· Spang·le Ban­
ne1-- Co'' in our Regi. Ou1· Co. 1--ecd 01·de1--s to ma1·cl1 to­
morrow morning at Seven oclock 

J\Io11day May 12th 1862 
In accordance with orders we we1'e ready to move at 

seven A.J\f. The Col. sent over & arrested John Husband103 

of our Co for shooting· his pistol last nig·ht. Corpo1~a1 
W are104 was also ar1"ested & sent to Jail f 01"' exp1"essing· his 
opinion, (rather freely) This excited the men to a great 
extent for he was a noble fellow. After fo1'ming· in line, we 
,vere given our arms, Rifles first. 01--poral W alling105 1--e-

103 John Husband was a private in Company M. Ile deserted on October 
18, 1862, at Cassville, Missouri.- Lothrop 's A History of tlie First Regvment 
I owa Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, p. 422. 

1 0 4 Corporal Ware became 2nd lieutenant before completing his service. He 
was a resident of Clinton, Iowa, and a native of England. 

1 0;; Corporal Washington I. Walling eame from Jilt. Vernon, Iowa, to enlist .. 
In 1 Q.j he ,vas pron1oted to 1st sci geant. Botl1 of these n1en appa1ently were 
unimpeachable in record and behavior. 
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fused to take a gun that did not belong to him \Vher·e upon 
the Col. c1re,v liis 1·evolve1-- th1·eate11ing· to shoot him in two 
minutes if he did not take it, he could not do other wise, but 
if he had not taken it The ol. woulcl ha,7 e been 1"'iddled with 
bullets had he shot for to my knowlec1g·e twenty shots were 
ready for him. Nothing more happenecl, bl1t the contempt­
able old Col. had all his meanness 1·emembe1 .. ed against him. 
We took up our line of march about Ten oclock ~fade 25 
miles Camped on a small stream east of J ohnsto\vn. I 
was on g·uard the f 01 .. e part of the nig·ht 

Tuesday 11ay 13th 1862 
We g·ot an early start & arrived at linton about noon The 
1~ear gua1--d met a team with whiskey & got drunk 

We remained here all day in readiness to mar·ch as it was 
supposed we would g·o to Oscola [Osceola] 

Wednesday mo1 .. ning recd order s to 1--emain here. o 
after a1·1·anging· our camp I was cook for the day 

Heavy details for guard twenty men pe1 .. day. Thursday 
I was on bridge g♦uard quite pleasant during· the day but at 
nig·ht the mosquetoes make it a pu1--gatory. Fi e men came 
in with a flag· of truce bearing· a dead body said to be from 
Pea Ridg·e.1 0 6 W e hired Rig·by1 07 to cook for us the 1·est of 
the mess give him 25cts per~ month each and stand his guard 

106 This battle is also called the battle of Elkhorn Tavern. On March 6, 7, 
1862, Generals Samuel R. Curtis and Franz Sigel engaged about 30,000 Con­
federates in this locality, and defeated t hem. T11e Union loss in killed and 

wounded was fully 1000 ; t he Confederate loss was much greater. J ames i r c­
Intosh and Benjan1in McCullocl1 '\\'ere killed. The chief Confcder~te officers 
at this battle wer e P rice and Van Dorn. 1'.Iissouri was now definitely 
lost t o the Confederacy. For a biographical sketch of Samuel Ryan Curtis, the 
:first I o,van to be n1ade a major general, see Gallaher 's SC111nuel Ryan Curtis in 
THE ! OW.A. J OURNAL OF HISTORY AND P OLITICS, July, 1927, and The Pali1npsest, 
April, 11930. 

101 Washington H. Rigby came f rom 11:echanicsville, I owa, to enlist in Com­
pany ~f, on Septe111ber 2, 1861. - Rost er and Record of l o'lva Soldlcrs in tlte 
War of the Rebellion, Vol. IV, p. 165. 

• 
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Su11day Iay 18th 18e2 
LJp to this nothing· unusual occurr·ed but this day brings us 
word from Butler that four men from that place had been 
killed by B. W . [B1.1sh v\"11acke1·s ] after they ,vere killed 
had thei1" l1eads mashed. 

Monday 1Iay 19th 1862 
I came of [f] guard at noon. Was detailed on scout of 

five days. took as little as possible. The Co. consisted of 
twenty five from each Co.s A. G. H. & 11. Capt. McQueen108 

of A. Co. commanding Took up our line of march109 at one 
oclock P .M. 1\tfarched twenty five miles south of west to­
wards Pappinsville & camped on a small stream. had the 
farmers in the neighborhood bring us hay & corn. Com­
menced raining· at night I am troubled with sore mol1th 

Tuesday Ivfay 20th/ 62 
011tinued to rain all day When we hac1 marched four miles 

c1iscovered four men running· fr·om llS gave them chase 
caug·ht one, who pu1·ported to be a deser .. ter from Price we 
pa1--oled him_ We marched on to Pappinsville where we 
met o.s E. R.I.D. & L. all going 011 the same business 
Continues to rain. g·uess will have a11 inte1·esti11g~ time 

Wednesday lay 21st 1862 
This morning our picl{ets fi1·ed on some g·ue1"1"illas coming· 

10s Captain Alexander G. McQueen of Company A had started as 1st lieuten­
ant, but was promoted to captain on Dece1nber 11, 1861. He became 2nd major 
on August 21, 1863, and lieutenant colonel on September 25, 1864. He was 
mustered out at Austin, Texas, 011 February 1'5, 1866.- Roste1· ood Record of 
I owa Soldie1·s in the Wa1· of tl1,e Rebellwn, Vol. IV, p. 123. 

100 The transfer of Gulick 's company from Clinton to Butler, 35 miles west, 
took place on May 19th-21st; the beadqua.rters of the regiment had been moved 
to Butler on the 8th of April. Butler was now the chief Union headquarters 
of this district, Colonel \Va1 ren beiug in con1n1and there, ,,ith subsidiary posts 
at Osceola, under Captain Leffing"relJ, a11d at Clinton, in charge of Major 
Go,ver. 
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near our camp. they beat a hasty retreat. Our march lay 
in a westerly direction. We forded the 1Ia1 .. iasdesc3rg•nes 
1"iver at Pappinsville at noon changed our ai1,ection & trav­
eled north Two scouting· pa1"ties out but accomplished little 

We camped at the head of a deep ravine where wood & 
wate1 .. we1--e handy. A heavy sho,ver of ,vi11d & I"ain came up 
just as nig·ht set in but we were quite hung·1 .. y & tired so ate 
& slept quite as well. The boys kill[ed] a Rattle snake & 
cooked & ate him for .. supper. We ha,e 01--ders to be 1"eacl}r 
to sta1·t at three oclock A. I. tomo1 .. ro,v to Sl1l"p1·ise a pa1 .. t3r 
of one hundr .. ed rebels We have ma1·ched ot11 .. t,vent, miles 

• 

today 

Tuesday 1Iay 22nd 1862 
We ,vere up at two A.M. and started on 011r 1 .. out at three 

t1,aveled untill day lig·ht when we posted pickets so as to 
enti1 .. ely s11rround an Island two miles long· & nearly as wide 
The Artillery from Butler came up on the opposite side to 
shell the Island threw about thirty shells but did not drive 
the rebels out Some few penetrated the island to its centre. 
quite ag·ainst 01'ders myself & t'\vo others we1"e among· the 
indipendents We discovered nothing however but tracks. 
the whol thing did not amount to much & we retu1'ned to 
Pappinsville this evening. 

The 1faraisdescygnes river had risen so the teams had to 
swim. Co. D.s team was washed down st1'eam with difficulty 
saved. 

Friday 1Iay 23rd 1862 
We marched to Clinton forty miles distant after a hard 

& quite unsuccessful! trip or attack on an Island lrnow as 
No. Eleven. I 1 .. eccl. two letters f 1 .. om home which 1--evived 
me much as my suppe1 .. 

Saturday 11ay 24th 1862 
I was detailed to go to Sedalia with an esco1·t to b1 .. i11g 

• 
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the Pay ~lasteI·[.] Sundo\vn found us in Sedalia q11ite 
tired after a ride of forty :five miles. Good times at this 
place - unday l\Iay 25th 

We returned to Clinton Came in late at nig·ht 

11onday 1Iay 26th/ 62 
Our Co. was paid f ou1" months pay Clothing bill deducted 

leaving· us about Thi1·ty dol. I payd my little debts & 1 .. ecd 
money part pay for ho1·se I sold Thos. Else. Ou1' Lt. and 
twenty men went to B11tler as escort fo1,. Pay Master 

Tuesday - we started 
for Butler bag· & bagg·ag·e ma1·ched twenty miles camped 
on a small st1 .. eam near Johnstown. Wednesday we marched 
on to Butler arrived at noon lea1~ed another soldier had 
been shot by rebels in ambush. I boug·ht me an other horse 
of Phela11 he warrants the title 

Saturday May 31st/ 62 
For the 1Jast few days nothing of note has occurred - I 

sold my horse to Gorham. weather dry & windy I came off 
g·uard this morning. A train with small esco1·t started f 01-­
Osc [ e] ola. I commenced a letter but threw it aside to vol­
unteer with a party to rescue the train that started out this 
morning word just came that they we1'e attacked by rebels 
near J ohnsto \Vn 

After riding· :fifteen miles under the whip & s1Jur we met a 
pa1·ty of Co. L. coming· from Clinton who had assisted in 
clriving· the rebels to the brush ,vot1nding· several We had 
two wounded. two or th1"'ee ho1"ses killed. 

B11tle1"', Bates Co. 110. June 1 
Dear Sister Cynthia. 

Your letter came to l1a11d i11 due season. Bl1t a I l1a11e 
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been ve1"'y busy ever since I could not ans. untill the present 
time. you will undoubtedly inquire what I ha,.re been doing 
ancl as it will help to fill my letter· I will relate tl1e most of 
my doings since I last wrote from this place. The large 
Scout that was do,vn in the acinity of Greenfield Dade Co. 
came in. they did 11ot accomplish much ( Good reason. The 
Col. was along. He puts on too many milita1"'y airs fol' 
scouting·) 

Du1--ing his absence the Office1"'s that remaiI1ed in camp 
Except Our Lt. concluded to have a dance & the Boys f1·om 
other Co.s, Broke it up to pay fo1" having· tlieirs B1·oke llp 

by the Officers about a week befo1 .. e. The1"'e was quite a row, 
some stones thro,vn & shots fired but no body hurt. For­
tunately o. 11 was not engag·ed in it. But they had to 
share the disgTace of being Publicly disarmed fo1-- twenty 
f ou1 .. hours when the Col. came in. He was very u11just, and 
had it not been for the 1·espect of Co. Officers there would 
have been ml1tiny indeed.110 Next morning we received 
01·ders to g·o to Clinton. On our arrival there, I was de­
tailed f 01 .. a Five days scout. We ,vent out on the Kansas 
line scou1"'ecl the tim be1· all along· the 1a1 .. ais-des-ceygne 
I"'iver. Posted Picl{ets around an Island, a11d then th1 .. ew 
shells in from the opposite side of 1·iver. It ,vas Sl1pposed 
to be a Jay Hawke1's rendesvous The unde1· brush was so 
thick could not :find any body. Altho11gh it "ras ag·ainst 
01'de1"'S m31self and two othe1·s went mo1·e than a mile on the 
Island did not discover any thing· of mt1ch impo1"'tance It 
,vas a p1 .. etty harc1 scout as we marchecl nea1·l}" Forty 11is 

e,,ery clay and pa1·t of the time it rained. Came back to 
Clinton one nig·ht & next morn. was detailed to g·o to Se­
dalia to escort the Pay J\Iaste1~. We ma1"'ched through that 
day & 1Jack +he next. (Distance 11inet),. miles i11 t,vo clays) 

110 The same affair as that described in the jo111·nal entries of May 10-12, 
1862. 

• 
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I felt pretty tired and travel woI·n. We received our Pay 
next day & the two days f ollo,ving was occupied in march­
ing back to Butler where we arrived the 28th l\fa31 • I had 
some business to attend to the fi.1·st day here in the way of 
a horse trade. The 29th the wind ble,v hard & the Tents as 
well as e'\7 ery thing else was a cloud of dust. ext day I 
was on Guard, & yesterday I just comenccl this letter when 
a messenger came from Johnstown with foaming stead 
stating that a small party with bag·gage t rain from here to 
Osceola had been attacked by a la1--ge1-- party of Rebel J.H. 
I volunteered with two others of our Co. & as many from 
each of the six os here to go to the rescl1e In less than 
twenty minutes we we1'e on the road Our Horses were let 
out to Fourteen miles an hou1"' all l1ands expecting for once 
to have some fighting. But it tu1 .. ned out as usual we were 
to late, for about Fifteen minutes after the engagment com­
menced a party of Co. L. came up They were on their way 
from Clinton to this place. The rebels took to the brush. 

Our boys followed them but the brush is so thick at this 
season of the year that they all escaped. One or two of 
there men were wounded. Our loss was one ho1"se killed. 
One man shot in the foot. One throug·h his coat collar, an­
other throug·h the hat 

The contemptable J. H.s have the advantag·e of 11s no,v. & 
they use it too. It is folly to even atte1npt. to hunt them in 
the brush. They lay in ambush & shoot a Soldier where 
ever they can. Not long since Three of our men were lrilled 
& one seve1"ely wounded while out after Forage. The rebels 
fired at them while watering· at a creek. One escapecl to 
give the alarm. the killed were bruitaly stabecl and heads 
nearly mashed in the g1,ound also Robed of every tl1ing· they 
had even boots. The men killed were f1,om Cos C. & D.­
Last weel{ Three men ,ve1·e }rilled at Osceola in nearly the 
same manner. I beleive thev ,vere o. C. That Co. mo\1 ccl ., 



4.26 row A JOUR AL OF IIISTORY - ... D POLITICS 

the1"'e soon af te1· th fir t occur 11cc he1·e. man was also 
shot f1·om o. I. Thr·ee 01-- Fot11· da)7 S ag·o nea1 .. this place. 
as yet we have only succeeded i11 lrilli11g· one of the mis­
c1· ants . But no,v a special orcle1· has bce11 issued to shoot 
Two of the p1·isone1·s ,ve have in our p1·i on fo1 .. every sol­
c1ier that is shot. I think this order· ,vill be car1·ied out. 
W c have some ha1·d cases in p1·ison he1·e & abot1t Forty of 
tl1em too. nea1·ly eve1"y night some of 011r Pickets a1--e fired 
at, or :fi1 .. e to some one. I am one of the unf 01--tuna te ones 
I can never g·et a shot 01· scarcely ev r l1a,.,.e an occasion 
to shoot I g·o on 11ea1·l. eve1--y sco11t but cannot shoot a 
secesh. They say we ,vill not scout much more here. I 
l1ope then we will lea·v·e this mise1·able God fo1·saken 
cot111t1·y ,vher·e ,~e ,vill l1ave something to do I observe 
those tl1at lay a1 .. ot111d camp the most a1·e the most sickly. 
There is a lot in eve1•3r Co. that is never· 1·eac1y fo1-- dut)· 
neve1· go a scot1ti11g or sca1·cely anything· el e, except to 
tl1 eir ratio1is, and tl1ey are alway behi11d. they think so 
1111icli ga iJied But tl1ey mistake for it is an injur·y to their 
health. Our o. is Generaly health. . 'as for· myself I 
weig·h One h11ndr·ec1 Fifty Eight lb . nc\1 e1· better in my li.fe. 
Fred is Fat and hearty too I thinlc yot1 would ha1~dly know 
me as I have g·1~own fat like Isaac. I hear·d fr·om I saac last 
week he ,vas well. Tell Ilenry that Isaac did not get a 
transfer he applied one but could not g·et it. If I have 
time, I will wr~ite Hen1~y This weelc as soon as I can at any 
1~ate. 

I presume you have noticec1 in the paper that Col. Fitz 
War1~en is nominated fo1" Br .. ig. Gen. (Gig·adier B1·i11dle) 111 

111 Although nominated at this time, Colonel Warren ,vas not actually pro 
1notecl to brigadier general until July 16th. On August 26th, l\!ajor Gower 
suceeeded him as Colonel of the First Iowa Cavalry. The reason for Gulick 's 
obvious dislike of Colonel Warren is readily seen ,vhen we recall that he had 
forced Con1pany l\I, which was, according to Gulick, innocent of any part in 
the dance break-up affair, to humiliate itself along with the guilty by formally 
surrendering its arms. 

• 
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I hope he will be appointed if he will have nothing more to 
do ,vith us.- In your letter you spoke of Emmas Ielodian 
I hope e1'e this you have it. By the time you g·et to be a 
good player I may be home to hear you. That is if you are 
not to apt a schollar. When that scout came in I 1·ecei,7 ed 
Mary's Ambrotype I think it very natural as g·ood as coitlcl 
be l owe 1ary as well as your-self something· g·ood for it 
- I am well satisfied with what I have, but would be better 
satisfied if you can send some the rest -

I told you I had received Four months pay. I presume 
you as well as the rest of the folks would like to know what 
disposition I made of it. To commence on Our clothing 
Bill was taken out, as was $4.22 1/ 3 that was paid to us by 
U. S. when it ought to have come from the State of Iowa. 
This left me $30.45. You may wonder how it is that our 
clothing· can cost so much, when it is understood that Govmt 
clothes us. We are alo,ved $3.50 per. month for clothes and 
ought to settle at the end of the year. Y 011 see for some 
reason we had to settle at the end of eight months & We 
had dra,vn clothing· for a year or more. The next settle­
ment we oug·ht to draw more money in the place of clothing. 
You are aware that the most of 01-1r Co. is mounted on 
Gov1nt horses. The Capt. went to St. Louis and learned 
that all can furnish their own horses who have a mind to, 
and draw .40 cts. per day for the use of them. Horses are 
pretty cheap here, f 1--om Fo1 .. ty to Eig·hty Dol. I have 
bought Two, & as I was offered more than I give I let them 
go I have made about Ten Dol. Trading. Shall buy another 
the first opportunity. If I thought we ,vould be discharged 
before a horse would pay for its-self I think I would not 
buy as I had rather have money then. 

You say Delos ~1illard is dead I was sorry to hear it. I 
regTet that he did not g·et home as did Jim Winnee. I often 
think how fortunate I was in not going· with that Co. They 
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l1a\ ... e met ,vith so ma11y g·1·eat misf 01·t1111cs. It seems the 
army bef 01·e 01·inth is vc1~y slo,\.,, Bl1t I s11ppose that \\1hen 
tl1e l)lo,v is maclc it " rill be <lccisi\"e. Y 011 spealc of ou1~ fine 
Ga1·c1en Sl1acl T1~ees cfc. I ca11 iroagi11e ,, .. ell how pleasant it 
is it ,vo Llld be a g r--and sig·ht to m 0 to see som~thing· clean 
ancl neat Ev,.e1·y t l1i11g here loolrs ba1·1·e11 .qnd desolate. Be­
fore the ,va1· I Ll1i11lr this co11ni1·J, loolrec1 better The soil is 
p1·ett)T goocl & land ve1·)1 chea1J. Peacl1es g1.'o,v h re i11 abt1n­
cla11ce. St1·a,,1ber 1·i s are 1·ipe a11c1 plentiful. It must bC? 
thi11gs a1·c mt1ch ea1·lie1· he1·e tl1a11 ,,,.ith )'OU. ince yo11 a1·e 
a fa1·me1·s wife I sup1)ose you ,vill ha,,.e plenty of wo1·lc tl1is 
st1mme1·. I co11ld send yot1 some tl1ing· towa1·ds hol1skee1Jing 
if I coulc1 eve1· get my tbi11gs tog·etl1e1' I have a very 11ice 
Glass ,vine cup salt cellar White li h & lcnife for·k & s1:>oon 
& - that I ha,re piclcec111p at Dcse1·tccl J .H . camps & houses. 
1fy satchel and a g·ood many t1·aps a1--e at Sedalia a11d many 
things I could g·ei but can not ca1'ry them with mo. I t has 
been 1·aining most of the day & althot1g·h it is Sunday a 
numbe1" of t l1e boys have bee11 p laying ca1'ds. Card playing· 
is very common among soldier s but as yet, I do 1iot play.112 

I am qt1ite ti1'ed will have to close. Y ot1 all have mor e time 
to write than I have. I should t l1ink the 1·est of the f olks 
cl1ilcl1·en & all might W1"ig·l1t me my love t o all ---­
Di1"ect as usual 

Truly Yours 
Wm 0 . Guliclc 

P .S. L et on e kno,v something of my f1·iends I dont cor­
I'espond with anybody Have John S. write 

W ednesday June 4th 1862 
W e had a company inspection and the individ11al horses 

,ve1·e muster ed in service while the Government horses were 
t11rnecl over to the Q.J\1. I boug·ht me a horse from Bal-

112 GuJick 's family ,vas Methodist. 

• 

• 
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lard 113 ,,-rhich was excepted [ acce1)ted ?] by the inspectors. 
Du1·i11g· the last fe,v davs boys ha, .. e been buying· thei1· own 

ho1·ses ql1ite fa t Lt. C1·osby114 ,vith the Pay 1Iaster escort 
ret11rned from Sed·aDa. I ,vas on prison gl1ard once one 
rainy day 

Tuesday June 9th 1862 
I have neg·lected to write f 01· several days but nothing· 

has occu1-.ed more than I was on guarc1 my 1~egular turn. 
~Iaj . Chamberlain joined us. Recd the Chee1·ing news from 
Corinth.115 

We g·o out about two miles to g·1·aze horses. The boys 
ha,re hors racing· for the want of else to do. poor business 
at the best. Weather pleasant 

Wednesday J 11ne 10th 1862 
Tl1is P .~1. Three of o. B . came in reporting thi1"ty of 

their Co. had run ac1·oss One hundred & thirty rebels re­
turning from Prices A1-.my. They cha1·g·ed upon them but 
found them too many to make it successful. John 11iller116 

distinguished himself by lrilling one in a hand to hand en­
counter. he was outn11mbered but made his escape by 
loosing· his revolver & having his wrist sprained. 

On hearing this report one hundred men were orde1-.ed 

11s Either Private Missell Ballard or Private (later Corporal) Nathan W. 
Ballard. Both were natives of Ohio and residents of Clinton County, and 
both served in Company M. 

114 Lieutenant James P. Crosby ,vas promoted to Captain of Company ir, 
on September 4, 1862, upon Captain Ankeny 's resignation from the service. 
He retired at the expuation of his own term of service in September, 1864. 

11:s The cheering news from Corinth, Mississippi, was the news of the capture 
of that place by Grant and Halleck on May 30, 1862. 

110 Private John A. Miller of Company B was a native of Prussia and a 
resident of Lyons, Iowa. He rose through several degrees of corporal until 
he became 2nd corporal on February 10, 1864. He was mustered out on May 
5, 1 G4, at the expiration of his term of service. 
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out to as i8t them twenty fi,.,.e f1--om each of the four Co.s 
he1·e 1I.I.L.D. apt. Colwell117 in command We marched 
about ten miles to head them off by placing· ourselves as 
pickets on fo11r different roads. we lay all night in the g~--ass 
anxiously waiting for them fortunately for them they did 
not come When morning come we marched to a place whe1 .. e 
the enemy had passed the night previo11s but for some rea­
son Capt. Colwell would not pursue, as the boys desi1 .. ed We 
returned to camp & as we had been up all nig·ht & min11s 
breakfast ,ve were pretty much fatigued or played out. 

I traded ho1~ses even up. got cheated ''like the Dickens'', 
But 

Friday J u11e 12th I made it up by tracling & selling· my 
horse. I was on prison g11a1~d 

W edne day June 1 th 
Was abo11t camp-time passes as usual l1ac1 a r efreshing 
shower last night crops are poor & ,,,ere in much need of 
rain Col. W ar1 .. en came back to day he ha been to St. 
Louis. Since I ,vrote o. H. has moved to Nevada118 & Co. 
A . come here. Have been on co1·ral guard it seems like 
farming .. work to tend mules cattle & sheep - we drive 
them out to graze every day 

S1-1nday June 22nd 1862 
I was on gl1a1'd- I also WI'ote B1'0. Henry119 a letter. 

117 Captain Joseph W. Caldwell of Company I was subsequently promoted to 
2nd major (August 26, 1862) and later to lieutenant colonel (August 21, 
1863). He was wounded in April, 1864, at Camden, Arkansas, and was 
mustered out on September 24, 1864, at the expiration of his ter1n of service. 
- Roster ana Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebell ton, Vol. IV, 
p. 55. .. ~ 

11s Nevada, the county seat of Vernon County, Missouri, is about 50 miles 
north of Joplin. Vernon County borders on Kansas. 

119 Henry Gulick was the elder of William's two brothers who remained at 
home. 

• 
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Indication of a rain Peter Ba1·r obtained his discharge on 
acct of deafness. I ha,1e been te11ding· hi ho1·se for several 
days was run-a-way ,vith twice. Iail brought me a couple 
of letters. The pape1, bri11g news from Wm. [ ?] Fremont 
ba1"ely g·ains a victo1--y. Weather warm & dry. A scout of 
Thirty men went out ye te1·day. 

Monday 23rd June / 62 
I was detailed on a scout did not amount to much we went 
out to a cave on the Kansas line - found plenty of mul­
berries We got back about mid night I find my new horse 
rides charmingly nice 

Tuesday June 24th 
The ox & mule train started for Sedalia. A whole load 

of discharg·ed & ft1rloughed soldiers went home the Con­
traband stock we1"e taken to Clinton on their way to J effer­
son City 

Thursday June 26th 1862 
Came on my regular guard seven prisoners were brought in 
among them wa a rebel Col. Palmer from Prices army 

Saturday June 28th 
We mo,1 ed camp ha\1 e had conside1·able to do No war news 
of interest by the night mail Thompson120 came back to 
the Co. after an absence of Five or ix months on sick fur­
loug·h. We learn b3r bim tl1at Sergeant Gaston of our Co. 
has l"'ecd. a Lts. commission in the 28th Ia. 

Sunday June 29th 
I was 011 Picl{et g1.1ard. Cuning·ham the most desperate 

characte1, in p1"ison made his escape 
120 Probably George Thompson of Lyons, private in Company M. He was 

in the original enljstment a.nd served throughout the wax. 

VOL. xx vnr-28 
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}.fonday June 30th 1862 
We had gen. inspection & muster for pay - pretty good 

time several of the boys were sent to pen for not appearing 
in propper uniform 

• 

July 1st [1862] 
I went out in the Count1~y after cherries had a good time 

Thursday July 3rd / 62 
I came off guard at 9 oclock A.M. & at Six P.11. was de­

tailed to go to Clinton for the mail. We t1"aveled all night. 
Arrived at Clinton about f ou1~ A.M. Took brealrfast at the 
mansion house. the gTeaier part of the day I passed at the 
Q.M. department in sleep. Took supper & retired after the 
dullest ''Fourth'' I ever passed 

Satu1~day July 5th 1862 
Was up and off for Butler at the break of day. We took 

dinner at or with Co. D. near Johnstown weather warm 
arrived at Butler just night. r ecd wo1--d of the :fighting at 
Richmond. Oh ! that we may be successful 

Saturday July [12th, 1862] 
The week has passed as usual. have stood g11a1·d every 

other day. Two prisoners have escaped. The 1--emaining 
desperate bad characters have had a Ball & chain attached 
to their foot The weather has been very dry crops are suf­
fering very much for want of rain. 

A scout went out yesterday we hear they are :fighting & 
need reinforcements A la1~g·e pa1·ty (myself included) is 
detailed to go to their assistance. 

We marched about Ten miles When we met Capt. An­
lreny with his command coming in We tu1"ned & come back 
,vith them. They r eport having a :fig·ht yesterday with 

• 

• 
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Quantrels121 rebel Squadron of 200 Our force was nea1"ly 
as many in no. under command of niaj . Gower & aI)t. 
Ankeny of the 1st Ia. Cavl. A few Io. troops "'ere also 
engaged. They beat the I·ebels badly completely routing 
them with a loss of 15 killed some wounded & p1 .. isoners 

Ou1 .. loss Ten (10) killed & 8 01· 10 wounded. The great 
p1 .. oportion of killed can be accounted for by sta1·ting· it 
was almost a hand to hand encounter--122 

Whole command arrived in camp about Ten oclock P.M. 

Saturday July 19th 1862 
For the past week I have done my duty as usual have had 

some rain- a great help to grain. 
The mail corqe & went with out any news or Letter for 

me. The Pay 11aster come & yesterday we recd. pay but 
as the pay for our saddles & horse equipments was taken 
out I only recd. Six dol. Oonseql1ently I had to bo1"'row 
money of Righby & pay for my ho1~se as agreed to, -- I 
could not g·et some money due me on horse trade 

I am detailed for picket guard heavy shower . -A let­
ter from home. 

Saturday July 26th 1862 
Time flies on -- an other week is past & g·one never 

1 21 W. C. Quantrel, or Quantrill, was a notorious chief of a band of Con­
f ederate guerrillas who made southern Missouri and eastern Kansas decidedly 
uncomfortable places in which to live through most of the war. This band of 
outlaws, although working in general for the South, were without direct re­
sponsibility to the Confederate government for their acts. The burning of 
L awrence, Kansas, in 1863, is probably the best known of Quantrill 's unsavory 
deeds. 

12 2 Gulick refers here to the skirmish at Big Creek Cliffs, Cass County, Mis­
souri. In this engagement, that part of the First Iowa Cavalry ,vhich Captain 
Ankeny had brought with him, led by Lieutenant John McDermott of Company 
G, struck the blow that made certain the rout of Quantrill 's force. The rebels 
were scattered like chaff inside of thirty minutes.- Lothrop 's .A. History of 
the First Regi11i,ent I owa Ca vnl, y T-' ite, an Volunt eers, pp. 71, 72. According 
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more to r ett1rn & with it have gone the u t1al occurrences of 
camp life. Co. B. came in from O c ola. Weather warm 
but pleasant. Blackbe1·1--ies are ripe & plentiful. I have 
had a touch of the [blank] was exc11sed f1,om duty for two 
or three days 

Butler, Bates o., Mo. 
Co. 1\1 l st Ia Cavl, July 27 

Dear 11othe1, 
I 1--ecd your letter last week. I thought it a long time you 

were silent. I hope you will write sooner next time. I have 
been quite busy for the last week. Then it has been so ex­
tremely hot This is the warmest part of the eason. I 
think there is but little difference between here & with you. 
I am not prepared to Judge however as we have but little 
hard wo1~k to do in the sun. Nearly all our marching we do 
at night. '' By the way'' I marched 40 miles on the night of 
the 3rd of July (Carried dispatches to Clinton) You can 
Judge then how I passed the 4th (I slept it away) I sup­
pose then since Corp. Barr123 was with you, you had a pleas­
ant time. I suppose he told you a great many things that 
was entirely new to you. 

How is his Deaf1iess. He was discha1·ged on account of 
his hearing. I suppose like most other s he g·ot better very 
fast afte1 .. his papers we1"'e made out. 

Barr was a g·ood Soldier. What do you think about draft­
ing Will they have too in 01 .. der to supply the Troops called 
I begin to think we will have to se1--ve our Three Years out 
for Uncle Sam well if it is necessary I am willing The Col. 
has been promoted to Brig. Gen. I think we stand a small 
chance to get out of this country now soon. We have Drill 

to Lothrop the losses were as follows: Union, 9 killed, 20 wounded; Confed­
erate, 18 killed, 20 wounded. 

1 23 Peter Barr had recently received a promotion but, as Gulick mentions, 
had to be discharged because of deafness. 

• 
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every night at six oclock That makes things appear a little 
Different from Bushwacking. 

I presume ere this you ha,;re hea1--d of the fight with Quan­
tril at pleasant hill124 ass o. l\Io. T e11 men f1--om Co. l\1. 
& Ten f1--om each of ix othe1" os left Camp the ninth July 
under apt. A1ike1iy on the mo1·ning· of the 10th they were 
JoiJ.1ed by about 30 men under 1Iag. Gowen of os. A & G. 
They all pushed after Quant1--il as they were now on his 
Trail. About Ten oclock nearly one hundred of the 7th 1Io. 

"' 

Joined our f 01--ces under command of Capt Kehoe They 
found Quantril in the Timber with 150 men. The eng·age­
ment lasted about half an hour \Vhen the Rebels Skedad­
eled in every direction Rebel loss 10 or 15 killed about the 
same wounded our loss 10 killed 17 wounded 7 of the men 
killed were from the 7tli 12w. Co. 1I. as usual lost not a man 
neither one recd a scratch. A Report came in camp that our 
boys were after Quantril & a scout was detailed to 1--einforce 
them. Among this n11mber was I (I was on guard before) 
We Marched about half the night when we met the Capt. 
with his command r eturning home the battle ore. Co B & 
Isaac are he1--e they are our nearest neighbour·s Isaac says 
he is g·oing to write home soon Fred & all yol1r ac­
quaintences are well, very little sickness here Blackberries 
a1--e very pleantifull I wish you might have half we do 
W e received pay last week but as we had to pay $32.00 for 
our saddles and I had one payment to make on my ho1·se I 
could 11ot send any money home as I should like to do. I 
o,vn my horse saddle & saddle equipments no,v will draw 
ove1-- $40.00 next pay day or the 1st of Sept. You must all 
wr·ite soon I have to g·o on g-uard & the mail goes out to­
morrow morn. With much love to all I close, 

Y ou1·s in haste 
W. 0. Gulick 

124 This fight is identical ,vith the skirmish at Big Creek Cliffs. 

• 
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Friday Aug. 1st 1862 
We have been having drill & guard duty heavy. I " ra, out 
one day hunting horses but found nothing but g·ood meals 
& plenty of apples. 

This morning· a party of Twenty four (including myself) 
left camp S.E. Capt. Colwel1125 in command - had not 
gone mo1~e than ten miles when citizens reported a large 
gathering of rebels ove1~ the Osage river. We stoped & 
sent back for reinforcements They arrived 100 - in no. 
about 3 oclk P.M. when we res11med our~ march to the river 
A pa1--t crossed at Bennyfields ferry & camped. I was on 
patroll guard all night 

Saturday Aug. 2nd/ 62 
Ea1 .. ly this morning I was detailed to make my way with 

Two others over the river opsite the mouth of Panther 
creek, with orders to come over the river We could 
not cross for the almost impenetrable brush & swamp 
bottoms. In the midst of tfil.B we discovered a deap fresh 
trail bearing to Clear creek. Orderly Dunham126 found 
another trail leading the same way With :five men he 
followed it Eight miles. He found twenty :five rebels taking 
break£ ast They cut short & beat a hasty r et1 .. eat. 
The Orderly as well as our~ party reported what we had 
seen 

The whole command moved on after them, untill we come 
to the edge of timber on Clear creek. Here the rebel pick­
ets were driven in & the command divided[.] Co.s L.M. & 
E. under com. of Capt. Heath. took the right, while Co.s B.I. 
& [blank] After scouring· the timber for a mile we came 

1 2 ~ Captain Caldwell of Company I is again miscalled Colwell. 

1 2 6 Edwin A. Dunham of Company M held the rank of 1st sergeant at this 
time and later was promoted to 1st lieutenant, whlch rank he held until his 
discharge, on March 31, 1865.- Roster and Record of I owa Soldiers in, the 
War of the Rebellion, Vol. IV, p. 69. 

• 
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very suddenly upon the rebels. Capt. Heath very rashly 
gave the command to charge. Which was done in a g·allant 
manner. The secesh had a trap set fo1 .. us, and more than 
half the com. including· Co.s L. & 1\1. r11shed in it. 

It was a perfect g·auntlet ( down a lane & round a corner). 
The shot flew like hail, but the dust saved us in a great de­
g·ree more than half the men went through and nearly every 
man or horse bor"'e the marks of rebel shots. Twas here 
that the most of our men fell. The few that passed throug·h 
were headed by Capt. Heath. I was among them. We we1,.e 
ordered to rally & recl1arge which we were about to do, when 
Two or three vollies dismounted, (I believe) every man but 
myself & one other wounding the apt. in three places. 
The fence was thrown down and the boys with Lt. Berry­
man 127 went to join Capt. Colwell on the road. 

In the mean time, the boys that were dismounted in the 
lain & those that were not led in the trap, were doing good 
exicution from behind the fence. 

Capt. Colwell came up but after a few moments, he order­
ed a retreat. The rebels did far out no. us, & were con­
sealed in the brush. Still with the courag·e our boys pos­
sessed they could have whiped t,vice their no. The rebs 
thought they ,vere whiped & left for pa1 .. ts unlmown. abo11t 
the same time we retired to the prairie (Thei1' move was 
unknown to us) We did [not] go after our dead & wounded 
untill nea1 .. ly night The officers would not let us untill some 
of the boys went down privately & found they had left. 
They sent for reinforcements, & took a position on the 
p1 .. airie some half mile from the :fielcl of battle We found 
ou1 .. loss in killed & wounded was Twenty --mostly from 
Co.s L.1\1. & E. Co. L 10. -- Co. J.vI. 7. -- Co. E. 3 --

1 27 '' Lt. Berryman'' must have been Lieutenant Thomas A. Bereman of 
Company E. H e eventually rose to 2nd battalion major (February 15, 1865), 
and resigned on April 7, 1865.- Boster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the 
War of the Rebellion, Vol. IV, p. 34. 
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The rebel loss said to be ele, .. e11 l{illed - sev~eral wounded 
The wounded that we1·e tal{en off the :fielc1 du1 .. i11g the :fig·ht 
we1 .. e sent to Butler Thi1·ty miles, while the others were 
taken to the nearest house128 

I ,vas detailed for Picket guard at nig·ht 

unday ug 3rd 1862 
The sight that passed yesterday made a sleepless nig·ht. 

Nothing· transpired on g1.1ard. The reinforcements came in 
from Butler at Slln-r·ise. We expected to pursue the enemy 
but instead tl1e ol. 01 .. der·etl a ma1·cl1 to camp. fter bury­
ing our dead, ( \\'hich was done by w1·aping· them in 
blankets & placing· them all in 011e gra e) a detail of eight 
men from each of the six o. 's was sent llp lea1· c1·eek - to 
continue the scout, or pl11·pose :fi1·st planea. 

I was witl1 them. We ma1 .. ched abol1t Fifteen miles & 
camped on a hig·h mol1nd in a prairie col1nt1--y for the night. 
good accomodations. 

1'1onday Aug·. 4th 1862 
We marched to Balltown on the Osao·e. amped at Wilsons 
about a mile north of town. Tra elecl about twenty miles. 
Wilson a ''Union 11ia11,'' but chaI·g·es exorbitant prices for 

12s The report of Colonel Fitz Henry Warren on this engagement at Clear 
Creek ( about two miles from Taberville, in St. Clair County) on August 2nd, 
in general bears out the description of the fight given by Gulick. Captains 
Heath and Caldwell, with only 135 men, came upon a strongly posted body of 
from 300 to 500 guerrillas, against whom Captain Heath's detachment attempt· 
ed a flanking movement. In so doing they encountered the ambush mentioned 
by Gulick, and had to run a gauntlet of murderous fire, which killed four men 
and wounded nine, including Captain Heath. In the meantime Captain Cald· 
well 's sixty men, dismounted by the enen1y's fire, moved around to Heath's 
position and peppered the rebels from behind a rail fence. When the united 
Union force of a little over 100 men was ready to move forward for an attack, 
it found that the vastly greater Confederate uetaeh111ent had fled. A rebel 
prisoner, Captain Clarey, admitted that they had lost 11 killed and 1 ,vounded. 
-Offici.al Records: Wa1· of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. XIII, pp. 200, 201. 

• 
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everything· he sells to us. The bo3rs made it up l)y steeling 
'' or 1reacliitig' '. I was 01i guard. 

Tuesday A11g. 5th 1862 
fter a march of t,ve11ty miles we a1·ri\red at Camp. 

(Butle1--) We ha,re had q11ite a pleasant time during the 
last scout. took some prisoners - or busliwlzackers The 
weather was pleasant or I ,vould ha e fared slim as I had 
loaned my only blanket to the wounded at lear c1 .. eek 

When we were in camp we learned Capt. Ankeny had gone 
do\vn to 1fontevallo He came in just nig·ht & reports that 
1500 r ebels occ11py fontevallo When nearly their they com e 
out to meet bjm & tried decoy which did not succeed as 
Capt. is very wily. It was expected they wot1ld persue. 
Our, camp was in quite & [an!] excitement. Eve1--y man 
was in the.saddle & posted in lines of battle arot1nd camp. 
No nemy appeared. 

Wednesday At1g\ 6th All tired standing 
so m11ch guard last nig·ht a party went to Ft. Scott for 1·e­
inf orcements. All q11iet except crying women ,vhen the 
p1 .. isoners we1·e sta1·ted for J eff. Cit3r 1Iany will never be 
p ermitted to 1·etu1,n after trial. ha1--d c11stomers 

Thursday Aug 7th 1862 
This mo1·n.ing p1·epa1·ations were made to move the whole 

command to linton. 
It is expected that the rebels ,vill attack us under Com. 

of Col. Coff ee129 & Haze130 

At 7 P.1£. we took up our line of march £01· 
1linton. Our'" 

,vhole command & train we1·e two miles in length. We ar-

120 Colonel Coffee ,vas quite pron1inent in Confederate guerrilla operations 
in :Missouri and Arkansas. 

130 Probably Hayes, some subordinate of Colonel Coffee. 
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1~i\Ted at Johnstown about 3 oclock F1"iday morn, in the tim­
ber at this place a number of bushwhackers or guerrillas 
fi1--ed on us. fortunately only one horse was killed. The :fire 
was promptly returned, & a hundred riflemen dismounted & 
scou1--ed the woods. Rebels fled. We arrived at Clinton at 
9 A.1f. of----

Friday Aug. 8th with out any more 
adventures. Was about town nearly all day when we moved 
out about three miles - on grand river where we estab­
lished our camp. 

Two pieces of the 31 .. d Ind. Battery arrived from Sadalia 

Saturday Aug. 9th 1862 
I was about camp resting· myself as well as horse. Just 

night a pa1--t of One hundred men sta1 .. ted out on a recon­
noitreing t1·ip they are furnished with all the harps rifles 
at our disposal Six & seven to the Co. I wrote a letter home, 
during which time an unfortunate Peanut & Lemonaid 
dealer· was robed of his stock unknown to him, although it 
was before his face, done by the eve1"' adventurous soldier 

Clinton 1Io. Aug. 9th/ 62 
Dear Mother 

I recd. your paper a few days ag·o, by it you said you 
had recd. my letter. So I expected a letter at this place by 
the last nig·hts mail. It did not come. I began to think 
you (I mean the folks at home) had become very negligent. 
I should not take the trouble to write 1nyself, had we not 
gone throug·h so many changes and so much trouble since I 
wrote you last. 

I thoug·ht you mig·ht hear of our fig·ht131 &c, and be 

1s1 '' Our fight'' was the skirmish at Clear Creek described in the journal 
entry for August 2nd. 

• 
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troubled about me I will relate to you the circ11mstances 
that have happened since the first of Aug. Friday Aug 
first I was Detailed with Four other from our Co. & as 
many from each of the six Cos. here to go on a scout South 
West We had gone about Fifteen Mile when we met some 
citizens who reported more than a hundred rebels gather­
ing on or over the Osage in our di1·ect course. We sent 
back to Butler for reinforcements. they came about Three 
oclock P. M. One hundred Twenty strong·. We now had 
150 men. We marched to the Osage where we encamped 
for the night. (I come on Pa troll Guard so did not get 
much sleep.) About sun rise we (that is the guard) dis­
covered a large trail from the Timber below us about Four 
miles, leading to Clear creek In the mean time Our Orderly 
Seargeant with Four men discovered another t1~ai1 going 
the same way. he followed about Six miles when suddenly 
he came to a house where Twenty five were geting bI·eakfast 
The rebels run left b1 .. ealrf ast and other things in great 
haste The Orderly now reported to tbe command. The 
whole Com. now moved on in gTeat haste after them (I got 
some of the breakfast that was prepared Twas about all 
I had too) We come to the Timber on Clear c1"eek about 
Ten oclock A. M. There They divided the command. Capt. 
Heath of Co L. took Cos L. M. & E and made a Detour 
to the rig·ht in the Timber. Capt. Colwell of Co I. remain­
ed with Cos. B. I. & K outside until the atack commenced. 
After we had been in the Timber about half an hour we 
D1~ove in the Pickets The order ''Charge'' come, & away 
we went Cos L. and a part of M. in the advance. The 
Enemy were in the brush each side of a lane, and in and 
around a house. They had a Trap set for us and all the 
advance g11ard my self included rushed in The rebels 
pou1 .. ed shot in us from all Quarters like liale nea1 .. ly all the 
me11 lost in the engagement fell here Twas like runing 
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.. he t1anrle- AbouL hal or u~ went hrol1gh The re""i ell 
back to rake a po::i ion bel1i11d he ense Fre, ... ., o:::::e threw 
l1im - he lOOk a , ... :ion behin the ,.ence en we had 
gone lhrol1gh down to the en of he lane ap Heath who 
w'" .. .... :heL ~:..ot in the arm tride o rail)- the men tO charge 
-he b ·11sh (I hac.: : :._ t t ,vice in }la ... :_1~ th1·ou~h- ame ,-ery ..... ~ . 
nea1· beiI1g i -motu1 ed a .... my bor.::; jl1mpe on a dead horse. 
but ha 11ot r cei,-ed a ~cratch on mv er,on 01· h ... , e I 

• 

w': , :he '"', L 01· ea1~ly ~.he last man th.i·ough) 
we1·e !?'eLm~ ~ .. ·aie-h an 1·eadv for a cha ... _e en Two '-"' '- ....., . ..... 

01· Three vollies 1·om the Br .... :_ Disn1onnted I oeliev e,-ery 
man bt1: S .. r·geant olter or o. E. ~ m,:-".:'e:1.. apt Heaths 
h ... ... wa shot an he wol1n e m the Thig-h. _ -or so 

'-' 

fany men or ho ... es were wounde '" -- I at nrs- snppo:ed. 
any men ,ver·e thro ,, n their he:_ .'l were ri~h ene . We . ~ 

en had rdeT·s :o take o,vn the ten e an g-o roun the 
"-' 

nel ~- Join apl ,. olwell command. l[y hor"e lec1 ... e 
the rence a d I rode up t g : .... me mo1·e "h :s at the rebe:: 
I wa: , n t:_ ... overed a d a~ I wa~ alon and e,Xpose I 
went back -o ov rlake ap Heath tO ao a1 .. oun an help 

olwell Bur u.st a, we came arou .... _ (Lt. Ber1~)ma in 
omn1an apt. Reath taken -o the rl.:·s .. ho~ ,e m n ,ome 

or the o her wou ded) o the other~: le o · rJie Battle r1·ou.n .. 
a olwell wr: meing out. the nght a an e....._ ... ,.. . We 

ioun .. ou to o .. rrow ha" the _·ebb: .... aa rrom hree :o 
Fo 1r h m re .-............. .... 4, tha i wa~ a irlc11lt hir_i --0 c~ ' ~ 1ge 
lhem We came ont as sai 1ormed in line : Battle. & 
a t r g'eting- wa error u-- all an rake.ing- care o- the woimd-...... '-' ...... 

that w ha bro ~ .... r orr the nel an roolin~ aroun . 
- "'l"T"!"· -i :eeroed · o me an nnnecessarv Ion_ time e we t back . ..... 

to rhe :fi.el b L th v were 2"one - we 01m our dead an . "-' 

wonn ed in a mi,erable state The reb-... ~ !lad Ie~t in f!Teat 
....... 

11 .. ~: they 1ndo ledly expec e .. o cha1·ge on them again 
W ~ ~ - ..... ·-os hey ha only .tell back to take a new posi · on 
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so we did not give chase, but sent in to Butler f 01 .. I"ein­
f orcement W e b1·oug·ht off our dead & ,vou11ded Which we 
found to be Four killed & Fourteen wounded From our Co. 
(or Twenty men engag·ed) There was One killed & Five 
wounded From o. L. or Twenty men engaged The1--e was 
Three killed & eve11 wounded From Co. E. 01· Twenty men 
eng·aged T"To wounded The only wonde1' is to me that 
every man that run the Guantlett as it were was not shot. 
You see that the numbe1 .. of killed & wounded in the Cos 
vary as they ente1"ed the :fight Co. L first 1\1 next then E. 
The rebels made very poor sliooti1ig, but then it was such 
a cloud of smoke & dust that we were in they could not take 
good aim. I feel I was ve1--y fortunate I never received 
a scratch nor lost anything Fred came out all rig·ht him 
self but, The r ebels g·ot his horse and saddle I think 
there will be some arrangements mad to save him the loss 
It is too bad he had just got them payed for Isaac was not 
in tho 

At night we took up our position on the Pararie. I was 
on guard again. But I might as well been for the excite­
ment of the day made a sleepless nig·ht for many of us. 
I did not feel my self in any danger neither did I have any 
strang·e feeling during the £g·ht if any they were all afte1-­
ward. Next morning· the reinforcements arrived but on 
examination the rebels had left the country for good and all 
but Fo1,.ty men returned to camp I wasone of that number 
We continued out Three days went up on the Little Osag·e 
& around toward the Kansas line then to B1.1tler. I was 
on gt1ard eve1"y night but 011e. What time I dicl sleep how­
ever .. was -with out a blanket on the Ground I give J\fy 
Little Red Bla11.ket the only one with me, fo1-- the use of the 
wo11nded boys I f org~ot to say the lulled we1·e bu1·1·ied wi.tl1 
their blankets only w1·apt a1--ot1nd them I shall never fo1·­
g·et the sight nearly every man killec1 was shot in tl1e face. 
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Th rebel loss ,vas reported Ele,.,en killed \V hen we a1--ri,Ted 
in Buttler we found that Cap nkeny had gone out with 
One hund1 .. ed men to 1·econnoitre the country south west. 
He run in abot1t Fifteen hundred Rebels nea1" 11 ontwallon 
he had to 1 .. etreat double Quick It seems since the late 
act ordering all men of the State to Join the 1'1o. state 
Tr·oops the 1'1ajo1"ity of the citizens left & Joined these 
small bands and they have concentrated have Joined Coffee, 
Hase, & other rebel leaders in this part. 1'1any Troops from 
the Sot1th have come up & it seems they a1"'e about to ove1 .. 
run this portion of the tate They have taken several 
small posts & even th1 .. eatened ou1--s. Our Regi was obliged 
to abandon Osceola & Butler Two nights before we 
left Butler we were mounted on the outskirts of To\vn 
expecting· a :fig·ht all nig·ht But they did not dare attack us 
then On leaving the Post at B we burned all that we cQuld 
not car1·y with us. We were all night and part of yester­
day fore noon comeing· here. At Johnstown we were :fired 
on by the bushwhaclters none hurt. One horse killed. We 
have been reinforced here by Three or four Cos of State 
Troops and Two pieces of the 3rd Ind. Batery We intend 
to hold this place until we get reinforcements then we will 
go out to fight these rebels a1"'ound here I have wr·itten to 
much all ready concerning· this affair. I feel miserably 
tired have been on g11ard or on a march Seven nights out 
of Eight 

- I suppose by the time you get this Drafting· will be in 
opperation John Schuyler t1ndoubtedly will have to go 
Tell him he can come in this Co if he wants to I do wish 
he would Tell him to write concerning it There is a talk 
of 011r going· to Jeff. City Ou1.. Col. has been promoted 
to B1--ig·. Gen. I here he has to tal{e 11p his heacl Quarters 
their Isaac is here he says he will not writ 1.1ntil he g·ets 

• 
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some letters. Do some of you wr·ite I l1ave w1'itten in 
great haste so excuse all errors 

Your Aff. Son 
W. 0. Gulick 

I send some flowers in this that I picked in the ya1·d on 
and near the battle Ground 

W. 0. Gulick 
Sunday Aug. 10th 1862 

The scout of yesterday 1'epo1~t the r ebels at Osceola . 
Thirty men from each Co in the Regi. were detailed to 
go with Col. Warren Com. to Osceola. It was well under­
stood to :fight Co:ff ee ( Since Coffee turned llp our Regt 
has consentrated here Clinton) But he left in hast at ou1" 
approach on the morn of the 11th We took breakfast at 
Osceola Then as their was no show for a :fig·ht we returned 
to Clinton ,vhere we ar1'ived just night Coffee outn11m be1 .. ed 
us but we had artillery consequently he was afraid & left 
the :first cannon shot It is said he hac1 sent his wife to 
our camp to ascertain if we had artillery it may or may 
not be so. 

Tuesday Aug. 12th 1862 
I wrote a letter to John Schuyler se.o.t it by Lt. Crosby as 
he together with all the boys that were wounded, went home 
on furlough 

E . P . Iden132 of our Co. js a prisoner with the rebels He 
left the party that went to Ft. Scott on the 6th to have 
a spree. 

Rebels are quite numerous, our scouts and dispatch 
bearers a1'e chased whenever out. Nate Gordon133 came 

1s2 Edward P. Iden had been in trouble before. Formerly a corporal, he had 
been reduced to the ranks on March 23, 1862. He reenlisted on Februa1·y 22, 
1'804, but deserted on July 22nd of the same year a.t Davenpo1 t.- Ro.~ter a,ul 
Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of tlie Rebellion, Vol. IV, p. 105. 

1sa Nathan Gordon, of Company M, came from Lyons to enlist as a wagoner, 
on October 15, 1861. He served throughout the war, becoming a sergeant be-
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back to o. he has been home on furlough. had his arm 
b1·oken the fou1 .. th of July. 

Wednesday Aug·. 13th 1862 
,v as about camp all day. A party of 100 men went out 
on a scout. I hear that a party of militia went with them 

This Thursday morning· a detail of 20 men f1--om each Co. 
of our Regi:. also some of the 1st 110. a,?l that are en­
camped here were sent out in different di1·ections with in­
structions to concentrate if the enemy ,vas found & give 
them battle. Co.s E. K. & 11. were together unde1-- Com. 
of Lt. Ba1-ns of R. Co. Ou1" direction ,vas north west We 
traveled about 20 miles ac1"oss the country regardless of 
roads then lay on the prai1--ie for the night. I was posted 
out as gua1--d. 

Friday Aug·. 15th 1862 
After a march of five miles we took break£ ast. 11oved 

on a mile fa1--ther to Dayton, wl1ere there was about 25 
g-uerrillas They made some show of :fig·hting· but soon run 
& joined with 1Ylaj. Gower's command about Two ocl'k P. 1f. 
Then marched to Ha1·risonville where we camped for the 
nig·ht. We f Ol1nd about Fo1"ty rebels in town. They left 
double quick with some cold lead flying· after them. We 
were now fairly on tl1e traclr of Coffee who it is repo1"'ted has 
3,000 men. 

The citizens are in a gTeat state of ala1--m It is aml1sing 
to hear the women tell their stories, as tl1ey c1 .. owd the 
streets around us They say they we1·e th1"eatened to be 
taken as prisoneI·s & robed by the 1·ebels. Their Joy knew 
no bounds when we came in & 1·eleased thei1· men. 

Saturday Aug. 16th 1 62 
This morning· the Col. who had bee11 ro11ncl by Butler 

fore its close.- Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the TVa-r of the Re­
bellion,, Vol. IV, p. 85. 

• 
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came in. We now have 600 men the Col. Commanding 
;chem, & Two pieces of the 3rd Ind. Batte1·y. At about 
Eight oclock A. 11. we took up ot11 .. lin of march on the 
trail of the rebels We captur·ed sev ral prisone1·s Two 
:fishermen they had just enough fish for supper fat· our mess. 
The boys beg'in to trade horses. We c1 .. ossed Big creelr 
where the l"ebels had camped two nig·hts before. We camp­
ed Two miles farther at Rose hill city as l1sual slept on 
the ground without shelter 

Su11day Al1g·. 17th 1862 
We were on the move by four ocloclr. We heard at Kings­
ville that the 1 .. ebels had fought & '"?11iped ol. Foster·134 

with ix hundred state militia capt11ring the two pieces of 
artillery he had. 

We marched on to Lone ,J ack135 ro. ed the battle :field 
that was nearly in the to,vn, formed in line of battle. The 
rebels were half mile off forming· also. We expected a :fig·ht. 
sure. 

We heard of our reinforcements Sc,,en miles back We 
found the position we occupied was not a good one (too 
easily out flanked so we fell back near·ly a mile, on an em­
inence Sent out reconoitreing parties to find the position 
of the enemy. In the course of two hours ,ve learned they 
were passing round our rig·ht in fl1ll retreat south. Our 
reinfo1·cements under Gen. Blu11t136 & Saloman187 Two 

1s4 Probably Colonel J. W. Foster, Union army. 

1 35 Lone Jack is a small village about 30 miles south,vest of Kansas City, 
Missouri, in the opposite corner of Jackson County. General Warren's com­
mand on this march from Clinton had taken an indirect route by way of 
Dayton and Harrisonville, Cass County. The object of this march was to 
form a junction with General Blunt 's forces for the pursuit of guerrilla bands 
in this neighbor hood. 

1se Brjgadier General James G. Blunt, in April, 1'862, had assumed com­
mand of the Department of Kansas. 

1a7 Brigadier General Salomon cooperated v.rith General Blunt in western 

VOL. xxvrrr-29 
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thousand strong· came in. (Their command consisted of the 
2nd Ohio Cavl 6th Kansas Cavl. The 9th Wis. & some Kan­
sas Inft. & one Co of the end Ind. Batte1,y six pieces of 
Cannon.) 

This command was much fatigued had to rest & feed. 
-w-hile Col. 01 .. Gen. Warren with our Com. went double 
quick to cut them off in their 1--etreat. We came near doing 
so Seven miles out But the nig·ht set in dark & stormy 
could not see them so they made thei1-- escape by passing 
close around 11s, ancl gained several miles We we1·e allowed 
to rest oursel,7 eS by laying· on the wet ground holding our 
horses. passed a ve1 .. y 1·oug·h night 

1fonday Aug·. 18th 1862 
Long· before day we were on the move marched on their 

trail to King·sville.138 He1·e the whole command joind us 
also about :fifteen hund1"'ed men & fo11r cannon llnder com­
mand of Col. Cloud. 

After using· the last of our rations for a scanty br eakfast, 
we made a force ma1--ch all day. Our· advance skirmished 
with the enemies rear. Was rainy so vve camped about 
dark. Had nothing but fresh beef & gree1i cor1i for supper . 
I thoug·ht might as well die by eating· as to sta1·ve to death, 
so partook of the fare ,vith a relish not bl1t a soldier placed 
in similar circumstances can think of 

Tuesday At1g· 19th 1862 
We force marched all day on green corn & beef.139 The 

~1issouri operations at this time. He was an inconspicuous and lit tle known 
officer; the same applies to Colonel Cloud, who worked with him, 

1ss Kingsville is in western J ohnson County, Missouri, some 15 milee west 
of Warrensburg, the county seat. 

1a9 In the course of less than three weeks this detachment of the First 
Io,,;-a Cavalry under Brigadier General Warren marched over 300 miles in 

• 



JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF W. 0. GULICK 449 

rebels fa [i] rly stampeded skirmished with theirs They 
crossed the river Osage at Taperville, four miles beyond. 
our advance had quite a skirmish with their r ear guard 
killing seve1 .. al of the rebels. A no. of our .. boys were 
wounded. '\Ve camped near Taperville.140 

Wednesday At1g 20th 1862 
We followed the enemy Ten miles f a1--ther Then as our 

men were nearly starved out and going~ still farther from 
camp at Clinton Gen Warren with our command r eturned 
Ca.roped four miles north of Taperville Gens. Blunt & 
Saloman & Col. Cloud kept up the chase as they were not 
going· away from their post at Ft. Scott 

Thursday Aug 21st 1862 
Last nig·ht had a heavy shower as we were on the g~round 

min11s shelter no wonder we were soaked. But fortunately 
soldiers a1"e tough so did not mind it All was f org·otten 
when we arrived at Clinton and partook of a square meal 
on rations that were sent from Sedalia to meet us. We 
found ou1· camp & all the Stores had been moved from Clin­
ton to Sedalia since we had left as they were afraid of an 
attack during· our absence & their weekness 

Friday Aug. 22nd 1862 
We we1 .. e about Clinton not lrnowing what to do. Se1·geant 
Hodg·es141 came through from Calhoun - informed us that 

pursuit of rebel guerrilla bands before returning to Clinton on the 26th of 
the month.- Roster and E ecord of I owa Soldiers in tli.e War of the .Rebellion, 
Vol. IV, p. 9. 

140 Taberville is in St. Clair County, :h-fissouri. 

141 An interesting fact concerning Sergeant Clark Hodges of Company M 
is that he was reduced to the ranks at his own request - reason not given -
on .January 6, 1864. He was mustered out at the end of his term of service, 
on September 9, 1864.- Boster and Record of I owa Soldiers in the War of 
the Rebellion, Vol. TV, p. 103. 
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a part of our o. as well as Regt. were with Gen. Totten142 

Expecting· to g·o south on an expedition against the rebel 
Gen. Rains. This would suit me, but we may go to Sedalia 

Sunday Aug. 24th 1862 
We are living here at Clinton without shelter or any of 

the conveniencies of camp Still we are as happy as you 
pleas with plenty of mellons & peaches 

Clinton Hen1~y Co. Mo. 
Co. ~1. 1st Ia Cavl Aug 27th 

Dear Sister Cynthia 
I have just returned from a Ten day Scout & found your 

lette1~ had been waiting for me Five days. Things here 
have undergone quite a change during the present month. 
And the Secesh have been ve1--y active as well as ourselves. 
We had quite an interesting Time on the last Scout. A 
great cry and but little :fighting 

While the better half of our Reg-t. were makeing the 
Rebels Skedadle before them the other part in camp took 
fright and left for Sedalia. However holding this Post 
with as much Government Stores as the1,.e was here, was 
undoubtedly a little dang·erous. Though They oug·ht not 
left in the hurry they did They Burned a great quantity of 
Provisions & clothing· 

Fred ,vas here and availed himself of the opportunity. 
Cast off his old Garment and secured himself a new Uni­
form. I-Ie was so thoug·htful as to get me a pair of Pants. 
I have not seen him since I came in, as The Capt143 with a 

14-2 Brigadier General James Totten, Captain of the Second U. S. Artillery, 
who distinguished himself by valiant work against superior numbers at the 
battle of Wilson's Creek (August 10, 1861 ) , must be the man referred to. 
The only otl1er possibility would be MaJor General Joseph G. Totten; Cl1ief 
Engineer of the U. S. Army, whicl1 is highly improbable as his work ,,·as 1nainly 
in the East. 

1-1s W. H. Ankeny was still Captain of Company M when this was WTitten.. 

• 
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detail from this Regt. Fred included went to take Gen. Tot­
ten Amunition. He is 01' was at Osceola. The detail is ex­
pected back soon Gen. Totten passed throug·h he1'e with 
about Five thousand men last week, it is said that Reins 
[Rains] & Coffee (whom we chased on the scout and whom 
I will tell you of Presently) have joined fo1·ces and are 
marching north. 

Totten will give them a sweet reception Undoubtedly he 
will receive 1'einforcements & Ou1-- Reg·t may be called for I 
shall be g·lad to go, as Scouting· & Fig·hting· suits me better 
than laying around Camp. (l\f issou1'i suits me very well 
now since there is something to do I shall not want to see 
other parts untill this is cleaned out) 

In regard to the Scout you must not expect full details 
as it would be quite tedious to relate. It seems the quiet 
Union men you spoke of & many that had taken the oath 
since the late order to show their colors have joined to­
gether unde1 .. the R ebl Colonel Coffee. Some Four or Five 
thousand in n11mber. They intended to make a descent on 
Lexjngton as there was a goodly quantity of arms & stores 
and but few T1 .. oops, there. They thoug·ht they could cap­
ture them and escape south They had to pass up throug·h 
our Territory consequently. as we have been very watch­
full they we1 .. e discovered. So on the 14tli inst. we that is 
about Five hundred of Our Reg-t. and Two Pieces of the 3rd 
Ind. Battery Sallied forth to hl1nt them after Figureing 
about T,vo or Three days we discove1 .. ed their Trail and 
followed it north as far as Lone Jack. Before our arrival 
there we learned they had a seve1"'e :fig·ht with 1faj. Foster 
commanding Eig·ht hund1 .. ed State 11ilitia with Two Pieces 
of the 3rd Ind. Batte1 .. y the same as with us. The result 
was the defeat of the State t1·oops. and the loss of both 

He resigned exactly one week later and ,Yas succeeded by Lieutenant James P. 
Crosby. 
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Cannons & Fifty killed many wounded and a n1Jm ber pris­
oners. The Rebels had about Sixty killed. But as they 
had two Guns they were better p1'"epared to fi.g·ht now 
than ever We we1~e about Ten hours Too late to assist 
the State Militia When within Five miles of Lone Jack 
We learned that Two thousand Troops from Ft Scott under 
Generls Blunt & Solomon were Seven miles behind us. We 
now felt our selves eaquel to the enemy and moved on to 
open the :fight as soon as possible. We marched within half 
mile of the Rebels camp and formed in line of Battle on the 
same ground the :fighting had been done on the day before. 
The wounded Maj Foster and many others were in a house 
not Twenty rods from our line The rebels seemed very 
active but showed no disposition to attack our front 

In a short time we discovered they were trying· to out 
flank us, and as our position was not a very good one, we 
r etired a short distance on an elevation. The enemy in 
manouvreing around discovered our long line of Reinf 01~ce­
ments, comeing in they immediately r eturned to their camp 
a.nd comencd a r etreat. It was Two hours before We dis­
covered it When they were in full 1·etreat away on our 
right. The r einforcements that came in ,vere ,,7ery much 
fatigued and had to stop and feed So ou1"' Command Under 
General W arren144 Ma1"'ched out Double quick to head them 
off. We came near doing so Seven miles out from Town. 
We were side by side and our Flankers commenced Skir­
mishing· when the night set in very dark & I'ainy We could 
not bring on a g·ene1~a1 engagment & we dare not follow 
them for fear of takeing the ,vrong road. So ,ve stood sit 
& lay holding ou1"' horses all night in rain fortunately I had 
my ruber coat. 1Iorning came at last and the Rebels ,ver·e 
Ten miles south of us. We moved on to Kings Ville. the 

144 Fitz Henry Warren assumed the rank of brigadier general, for which he 
had been recommended in June, about ten days previous to this writing. 

• 
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whole command joined us about Sunrise. Also Colonel 
Cloud with Fifteen hund1·ed men. We now had 3,000 men 
and Twelve Pieces of Artillery. The Inft. were drawn in 
Wag·ons to keep up with the Cavl. We fed our horses and 
devo11red all of our Grub. (We had only taken Five days 
rations with us) "\Ve then Took afte1~ the rebels with all 
hast we o,Ter took thei1' rear Guard just night and from that 
time on We (that is our advance Guard) kept 11p skirmish­
ing·. We followed them from within 20 miles of Lexington 
about Twenty 1ifiles below the Osag·e river Then as our 
command was g·oing too far away from home with out Pre­
parations we came back and Gen. Blunt with his com. fol­
lowed on. During the Four days skirmishing There was 
Eig·hteen r ebels killed and only a few of our boys wounded. 
They kept up a perfect Stampede all the tjme. Most of the 
tjme after our rations gave out ,ve had Green corn & Fresh 
Beef only, and several days and nights it was rainy and wet 

You may think this fare pretty rough, But we get used to 
it and it just suits us. The chase W6 g·ave Coffe reminds 
me of Price, only swifter and of shorter duration, and his 
final escape without a P ea R idge affare 

The 18th Ia inft is at Sedalia and the 19th Ia is expected. 
is there any body you a1~e acquainted with 

It would do me as much g·ood to see some one from home 
as it would you to see a Soldier from this Co. Furloughs 
are about played out I guess and those home a1·e 1·eturning 
e ery day. Mark Tillie is back He says he saw Father. 
It realy did me g·ood to hear so direct from home 

I \vrote in my last that Lieut. Crosby was going home and 
would recruit for our Co. He was stoped at Jeff. City but 
Seargt Mettle and anumber othe1--s wounded will or is there 
by this time. But I learn by your letter that nearly every 
body have enlisted. It is hard for so many to leave the 
liorne country. To leave Families & friends. But it is in a 
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noble cause, and fo1-- noble deeds How proud are we here. 
to learn of Iowas well doing·. We expected to see drafting 
ere this. I am sorry J oh11, & Hen1"y could not come here. 
I know a Cavl soldier enjoys hjmself mo1,e than Inft. It is 
much easier I have seen too much Inft toati1ig pack on 
back and hea,ry musket. Ca,rl carry all on thei1-- Saddles and 
are burdened with 11othi11g·. They are much the healthiest 
from this reason when tired of camp can motmt horse and 
ride ol1t in the country & g·et some fruit perchance a g·ood 
din11er and take the fresh cool air This ~ .. e clo when ere we 
choose 

It will come ve1--y hard for Weston to be a oldier & many 
others also. To do as others will. and kee1) 1111t1>i To stanc1 
regular Guard. & perform solcliers duty gene1 .. aly I should 
like to hear from John & Henry when they g·et in their Co. 
I may have a letter now from some of yol1 as the boys tel1 
me Fred has a letter with him for me 
Dont let Parkes enlist he could not stand it to soldier. I 
have seen too many young boys broken down. There is no 
help for a pe1,son when once i1i. he has to '' Root hog or die'' 
In case he should enlist let bim come to me I could assist 
him a grea.t deal more than any body else. It is said Our 
Cos in this Regt will have to fill up to one ht1nd1 .. ed men, Six 
or Eight have already enlisted in our Co. 

I wish you could have half the fr·uit ,ve c1o he1--e. Peaches 
are ripe and apples are very fine. Pli1,1nbs remind me of 
Shiblies Point I had not heard of the :fig·ht (if any) at 
Kii~ksville.145 But undoubtedly they see some Trot1ble there 

146 Kirksville is the county seat of Adair County in northeastern :Missouri. 
On August 6, 1862, it was captured by 1000 Union men under Colonel John 
McNeil of the Second ifissouri Cavalry. Abot1t 2500 to 3000 Confederates 
were posted in the village, but were driven out ,vitl1 a loss to the Union force 
of only 5 killed and 25 wounded. About 200 horses, 40 prisoners, and many 
arms were taken. At least 150 Confederates are believed to have been killed 
and ,vot1nded.- Official Records: War of the R el>ellwn, Series I, Vol. XIII, 

pp. 211, 212. 
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as well as elsewliere. I was quit [ e] surp1·ised at hea1·ing· 
the news from the Potomac when I came in I think some­
thing will turn up that we have not heard of yet in that di­
rection. Of late our camp is swa1~ming· witl1 Darkies It is 
Da1--kie cook, Darkie waiter Da1--kie hostler .. & Darkies are 
becomeing· ve1--y popular By the way Darkies dinner is 
waiting· and I will ha,"e to close 
A Scout is talked of this after noon I maybe Detailed so I 
must be in readiness. If I am not Detailed I shall go out 
in the count1·y after apples. One has to be very cautious 01· 

he will get picked up. Two of ou1-- Co have been taken pris­
oners striped of every thing· and then let g·o. 
Pay day ,vill soon come I expect to send some money home 
for 1\1other to use for anything she needs she was so kind 
as to look out for fruit trees on my lots By the way how 
does everything p1"'osper at home I never hear from the 
Children. have them write me 

Gorham of our Co a friend of mine cor1 .. esponds with 
Capt. Johnson he speaks of bjm as a -;rery fine man 

You must excuse all errors and writ soon 
Your Aff. Brother 

W. 0. Gulick 

Sunday Aug 31st 1862 
I have neglected to write f 01" the last week clu1 .. ing which 
tjme our Regt. has 1--etuI·ned from Sedalia & all camped at 
the mounds three miles from linton. Have had all the 
apples & peaches could manage. Today we have had Gen. 
muster for pay 


