
LECTURE TRIPS A D VI IT OF 1'.iARK TWAI 
I IOWA 

(In the July issue of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS Mr. 
Lorch told of the sojourn of Samuel L. Clemens at l\f use a tine and Keokuk. 
This installment deals with the v1s1ts of 1\-fark T,vain to Io,va as a lecturer 
and entertainer.] 

THE LECTURE AT KEOKUK I 1867 

It was on April 5, 1867, that amuel L. lemens re
turned to Iowa after an absenc oft n turbulent years. 1 He 
had left Keokuk in the fall of 1856 with dreams of outh 
.American adventure and wealth. Now· he was returning, 
not with wealth, it is true, but with th memory of o-lorious 
days in the andwich I lands. Though still ,vithout a pro
fession - Twain's most perpl xing problem during these 
days - he was by no m ans obscure. He had not only 
made important friendships on the Pacific oast, where he 
had attained popularity by way of journalism and the lec
ture platform, but he had in his pocket letters of endorse
ment to prominent men in the East.2 Nor was his fame 
con:fined to the West. Already in January of 1867, only 
:five months after his return to San Francisco from the 
Islands, we :find at least one Io,va newspaper quoting 
"J'lfark Twain".3 And so if am Clemens had something 
of the feeling of a conquering hero at t. Louis, where he 
,vas visiting with his family, and if he experienced a thrill 
by offering himself to the admiration of his former fellow 
to,vnsmen both at Hannibal and Keokuk- people, by the 
way, who had always been more or 1 ss dubious about Sam's 

I Keokuk Gate City (Daily), April 6, 1 67. 
2 

Paine's Mark Twain's Letters, Vol. I, p. 122. 

3 The State Press (Iowa City), January 9, 1867. 
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ability and future success - such feeli11g· mig·ht ce1·tai11ly be 
excl1sed. 

Whether Iark Twain's trip to Keokuk ,v-as promptec1 by 
a desire to ren w old acquaintances and to 1·ev is1t old sce11es 
01· pe1--haps to replenish a rapidly diminishing pur·se in the 
easiest and most p1 .. o:fitable way he lmew is problematical. 
None of his immediate family then resided in Keokuk, lJut 
there were seve1--al 1·elatives and f1·iends. The Stottses, 
01--ion 's wife's people, wer·e there, and the Pattersons, and 
the tarhreathers, and his old friend Ed. F. Bro1\rnell.4 

Pe1--haps, mo1~e than any of these he had hoped to sec nnie 
Ta 101 .. ag·ain, but in this he must have been disa p11oi11 ted, 
for· she was now, as we have seen, a tearhe1· at Lindenwood 

olleg·e, t. Charles, 1Iissouri. 

It was on Thu1·sday, April 4th, that the people of Keokult 
were informed by posters stuck about on tl1e st1·eet corne1·s 
that '' Sam. lemens, the gTeatest humorist in Aroe1·ica' ', 
was coming· to lecture to them tl1at same week.5 The ne2..~ 
day lemens a1 .. rived, and with characteristic psycholog·ical 
foresig·ht reg·istered at the Tepfer House, just completed 
and the most fashionable hotel in the city.6 That was on 
Friday, and the lecture was not until 1\1onday evening·. 7 

How Clemens spe11t the interval we a1 .. e not told, but it is 
easy to surmise that he made the ro11nds of relatives and 
friends, swapping· stories and telling of his western adven
tures. V e1·y likely he took a peek at the rooms on the thl1,d 
floor on 1Iain treet \Vhe1--e Orion's print shop had been a11d 
where he had both worked and slept in the old days. Pro
fessor Isbell, whose music rooms had occupied the second 
story, was g·one now, and B1--ownell s Book Sto1~e had moved 

4 K eokuk City Directory, 1867. 

5 K eokuk Daily Con.stitutio11, April 4, 1867. 

6 K eokuk Gate City (Daily), April 6, 1867. 

1 K eokuk Gate City (Daily), April 6, 1867. 
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to a new location. It is improbable, ho,veYer, that lemens 
wa ted much sentiment in r visiting old Keokuk scenes. 
The futur and not the pa t wa the foremost thing in his 
thinkino- those days. For even if he "·as not yet certain at 
thi time that th Alta-Califor11ia11 "'oulcl send him 011 the 
Quaker ity Holy Land Excur ion, he wa looking forward 
to th trip with impatient xpectation.8 Or even if that 
should fail, the1--e wer other projects. 

The n " 'spap rs of Keokuk xtended him a friendly wel
come. "We congratulate them, (the p ople of K okuk) as 
w 11 as our elve , on th opportunity ·we have of hearing 
one of his inimitably humorou and witty lectures. . . . 
His are not the wornout je ts and hackneyed phra e , re
peated to sati ty, but he is fre h and vigorous, full of life 
and spirit. . . . Y ars a o-o b fore the war, Iark Twain 
that is now, was A. [sic] L. lemen , one of th cleverest 
and mo t popular 'printer boys' in Keokuk. He returns to 
us now, a famous man, and proverb or scripture to the 
contrary, we trust that our citizens will honor him with a 
rousing house on occasion of his lectt~re before the Library 
As ociation, at the hatham Square Church, 11onday 
night. '' 9 

Though there was probably not a rousing house, a "re
spectable audience" ,vas in attendance.10 Rob rt F. Bower, 
President of the Keokuk Library Association, introduced 

lemens. peaking of the occasion years later, he remem-
bers that T,vain said in his preliminary r marks, "If I 
were as grand a specimen of manhood as the gentleman 
who has just introduced me, you might expect a magnificent 
lecture. '' 11 

s Paine's Mark Twain : Li Biography, Vol. I, p. 310. 

o Keokuk Gate City (Daily), April 6, 1867. 

10 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), April 9, 1867. 

11 Keokuk Daily Constitution, l\Iay 18, 1 2. 
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Undoubtedly Ed. Brownell was in the audience that night, 
for during the lecture Twain took occasion to ref er to his 
old friend in such a way as to delight the Keokuk audience. 
Twain had been speaking of the unreliability of the inhab
itants of the Sandwich Islands. Spying· Bro,vnell he added, 
'' The king is, I believe, one of the g·reatest liars on the face 
of the earth, except one; and I am very sorry to locate tl1at 
one right here in Keokuk, in the person of Ed. Brownell. '' 12 

On the whole, the lecture was a success. The Keolr.ulc 
audience was enthusiastic. ''It has been many a day'', re
po1 .. ts the daily Constitution,'' since our ribs were tickled so 
much as at listening to Sam Clemen's lecture last evening 
upon 'The Sandwich Islands'. . . . Those of our citizens 
who did not hear this lecture missed one of the richest 
treats of their~ lives.'' 13 It was noted, however, that despite 
his original, quaint, and irresistible h11mor, his style of 
speaking and manner were too quiet and undemonstrati,Te. 
'' A little more voice and a little more nerve i11 his g·c11e1~a1 
delivery, would not be objectionable by ,vaj., of variet~T. '' 14 

Financially, also, the lecture was fairly successful. At 
half a dollar a seat the Library Association netted $34.75,16 

which was considerably above what a.n Emerson lecture had 
brought in a few months earlier. 

The following day Clemens left for Quincy, Illinois, 
where he was to g·ive his last lecture before returning· to St. 
Louis and the East.16 Fifteen years were to pass before 
the people of Keokuk were to see 1{ark Twa.in again. 

12Paine's Mark Twain : A B iography, Vol. I, p. 107. 

1s K eokuk Daily Constltutio'Tl, April 9, 1867. 

1-1 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), April 9, 1867. 

11> K eokuk Daily Constitution, April 7, 11867; K eokuk Gate City (Daily), 
May 14, 1867. 

16 By this time Clemens had pro ba bl y heard from the .Alta-Californian con
cerning the Quaker City Excursion to the Iloly Land.-Paine's Marlc Twain : 
A Biograp}iy, Vol. I, p. 310. 
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TAF; LECTURE AT DAVENPORT IN 1869 

If Mark Twain felt that success was near in 1867 as he 
revisited the old Mississippi River towns he had once called 
home, he was becoming· definitely certain of it in 1869. The 
Quaker City excursion articles had g~iven him not only a na
tional reputation as a journalist but had offered contacts 
with men of prominence and influence. His difficulties with 
regard to the publication of Innocents Abroad had been 
amicably and profitably settled, and the book itself was to 
appear in July of that year. In the meantime he was in 
demand as a lecturer and was playing before tremendously 
enthusiastic houses in the East. All in all, things were go
ing sw:imming·ly. There was, however, one difficulty- a 
portion of sour in his pound of sweet considerably larger 
than the proverbial ounce. He was contemplating marriage 
with a young lady whose family had not yet been persuaded 
as to his desirability. A provisional engagement was coun
tenanced until Mr. Langdon, the girl's father, should have 
time to make inquiries concerning Twain's cha.racter. It 
was during this interval of suspense that Twain lectured at 
Davenport on January 14, 1869, and at Iowa City on Janu
ary 15th.17 

Twain's arrival in Davenport was not further noted tba,n 
that his name appeared in the published lists of arrivals at 
the Bu1'tis House.18 The ticket sale which had started the 
morning before, had progressed so rapidly that the lecture 
promised to be better attended than any previously given. 
The price of g·eneral a.drnission was :fifty cents. Reserved 

11 Paine says, '' H e went as far west a.s Illinois, had crowded houses in 
Chicago, visited fri ends and kindred in Hannibal, St. Louis, and Keokuk, 
. . . and lecturing in old familiar haunts.'' But it is highly improbable 
that Twain visited Keokuk upon this occasion. In view of his recent phenom
enal successes it is unbelievable that his presence in the city would have es
caped notice; yet the newspapers are silent.- Paine's Mark Twain: A 
Biography, Vol. I, p. 376. 

is The Dave11,port Democrat (Dajly), January 15, 1869. 



512 row A JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

seats were selling· at seventy-five cents.19 By afte1--noon of 
the day of the lecture, Grig·gs, Watson, and Day reporte(l 
that seat sales already amounted to seventy dollars. 
''Twain'', announces one newspaper enthusiastically, '' is a 

trump ca1--d. ' ' 20 

It does not appear, however, that the people of Daven-
port were aware of Clemens's former connection with the 

tate of Iowa; the promise of success indicated by the ad
vance ticket sales is attributable 1~athe19 to eulogistic press 
notices. In the East, it was observed, his appea1--ance l1ad 
been gTeeted with rapturous delight. Though witty he ,vas 
without the vulgarity of Nasby.21 

A g·lowing account of Twain's brilliant success in Chicago 
was copied at lengih by the Davenport Democrat. '' As a 
humorous lecturer he is a success. There is nothing in his 
lectu1-- e, for he very properly sacrifices everything· to make 
his audience roar, and they do it. His manner is peculiar·; 
he hangs ar·ound loose, leaning on the desk, or flirting 
a1"ound the corners of it; then ma1 .. ching· and counterma1·ch
ing in the rear of it, mar king· off the grounc1 by the 
ya1·d. His voice is a long monotonous dr·awl, well adapted 
to his style of speaking. The fun invariably comes in at 
the end of the sentence, after a pause.'' 22 

Prepa1 .. ed for an evening of enjoyment, the Davenpo1--t 
audience which greeted J'Y[ark Twain was the ''most select 
and largest that had yet gTeeted any lectu1·er on the 
course. '' Clemens succeeded at once in putting· the audi
ence in good humor and ready for anything he might say. 
''H-e was not exactly embarrassed, he said, to be int1·oduced 
in so public a manner,-he rather liked it.'' And then for 

10 The Davenpo1rt Democrat (Daily), January 11, 1869. 

~o The Davenport Democrat (Daily), J anuary 14, 1869. 

21 The Davenport Dem,ocrat (Daily), January 11, 1869. 

2~ Tlie Davenport Democrat (Daily), January 12, 1869. 
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nearly two hours he talked, interesting his audience with 
descriptions, anecdotes, comparisons, and incidents which 
were frequently ridiculous and absurd. 23 Though prepared 
for something· original in 1\fark Twain's manner and deliv
ery, the reporter for the Davenport Democrat seemed 
g1--eatly imp1,essed with the man himself. '' His body is 
lithe and muscular, set upon long leg~s with feet of no size 
within the ken of a shoemaker, and is surmounted by a 
round head. Fun lurks in the corners of his b11morous 
mouth. His eyes are deep set, and twinkle like stars in a 
dark nig·ht. The brow overhangs the eyes and the head is 
eminently a g·ood one, a laughing face beaming with humor 
and genuine good na tl1re. '' 24 

The lectur"'e was unquestionably a success, a thmg to be 
enjoyed if not remembered. And then, too, it paid hand
somely. 25 

• 

1I'HE LECTURE AT IOWA CITY 

At Iowa City, '' The American Vandal Abroad'' was by no 
means so enthusiastically received. Whether the fault lay 
in the inc1 .. easing tension with which Twain contemplated 
the progress of his love affair, or whether the apparent 
testiness of the editor of the I owa City Republican was 
chiefly to blame is a matter of conjecture. In view of what 
happenec1, it mig~ht be of interest to give in full the notice 
of the lecture that appeared in the weekly edition of the 
R epublican : '' The first lecture of the season will be deliv
ered on Friday evening· of this week, at the 1\fetropolitan 
Hall by the celebrated humorist Mark Twain. Subject : 
The American Vandal Abroad. We have never hea1--d this 
lecturer, but judging from his r eputation we shall antici-

2a The Daven.port Democrat (Daily), January 15, 1869. 

24 The Davenport Democrat (Daily) , January 15, 1869. 

2r; The Davenport Democrat (Daily), January 15, 1869. 
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pate a rich and rare discourse. The Association has se
lected him because he has succeeded in making such a repu
tation, judging rightfully, that he could not have macle it 
without merit. W e hope to see an old fashioned crowd in 
attendance on Friday evening. The net proceeds of the 
lecture will be devoted entirely to good works in our city. 
The tjme, the occasion, the man and the cause demand an 
overflowing· house.'' 26 

The house was not overflowing but a splendid audience 
confronted Twain at 11etropolitan Hall. So far the editor's 
plea was answered, and as a consequence some '' good 
works '' in the city assured. But the lectu1"e itself clis
appointed the editor greatly. Had he, however, read the 
reports of the lecture in the Chicago and Davenport pape1"s 
with 01--dinary care he might have known what to expect, 
for the lack of substance was plainly stated. 

'' A splendid audience'', he writes, ''turned out to hear 
~1ark Twain discourse about The American Vandal Abroad, 
and we fear were generally disappointed. As a lecture it 
was a h11robug·. As an occasion for laughter on very small 
capital of wit or ideas it was a success. There were one or 
two passages of some merit. His apostr~ophe to the Sphjnx 
was decidedly good, as was also his description of the ruins 
of the Parthenon, and of Athens by moonlight. Some 
touches of Venice did very well, but it was impossible to 
know when he was talking in earnest and when in burlesque. 
It was amusing to see such a crowd of people laughing to
g·ether even though we knew that half of them were ashamed 
that they wer e laughing at such very small witticisms. We 
wer e very much disappointed that there was so little sub
stance to his lecture. We would not give two cents to hear 

hjm again.' '·27 

20 Jowa City Republican, January 13, 1869. 

21 I owa City E epublican, J anuary 20, 1869. 
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But the edito1''s disappointment in Twain's lecture was 
as nothing compa1·ed with the indignation and disgust he 
experienced the following day when he learned from an 
irate landlord of Twain's conduct at the Clinton House, 
where Twajn had spent the night. As ludicrous as the af
fair appears, even when we allow for the prejudice of the 
editoI·, it is well lrnown that Twain was frequently subject 
to such outbursts of temper as that described below. 28 

''But lest he might not have succeeded as a Vandal 
Abroad'', complains the editor, ''he illustrated the cha1~
acter at the Clinton House, where he stopped. The morning 
after the lecture nothing was seen of him up to nine o'clock, 
and the landlord in his kindness, went to his room to see if 
he mig·ht not be in want of something, but r eceived a storm 
of curses and abuse for disturbing him. Of course the land
lord r etreated and left him. After a while a terrible racket 
was heard and unearthly scr eams, which frightened the 
women of the house. The landlord rushed to the room and 
there found a splendid specimen of the vandal and his 
works. There, before him, was the veritable animal, with 
his skin on at least, but not much else, and in a towering 
rage. He had kicked the fastenings from the door, not 
deigning to open it in the usual way - that ,vould have 
been too much like other folks. He poured upon the land
lord another torrent of curses, impudence and abuse. He 
demanded to know where the bell pull was. The landlord 
told him they were not yet up, as they had not yet g·ot the 
house fully completed. His kicking the door open and his 
lung· performance were his substitute for a bell. At two 
o'clock P. M. he had not dressed, and whether he did before 
he left on the :five o'clock train we did not learn. The 
Y. 11. 0. A. were wretchedly imposed upon by Mark Twain, 

2s An amusing incident which absolutely betrays Twain's weakness in this 
respect is given in Paine's Mark Tivain: A Biography, Vol. II, p. 789. 
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and so of course were the audience. He is the only one 
engaged f 01 .. the course whose personal character was un
lrno,vn. In great contrast will he be followed by the glo
rious Howard, the hristian Hero and soldier, who gave 
his own right arm to his country, and was ever true to her 
cause and the cause of the G1·eat ~Iaster above. '' 29 

That the edito1 .. of the Republica1i was utterly devoid of a 
sa,.,ing sense of humo1~ may be gathe1 .. ed from the fact that a 
weelr later we find him objecting· to a musical performance 
by Alf Howard upon somewhat the same ground on ,vhich 
he had found fa ult with Twain. '' He evoked s,veeter music 
than we had ever before heard,- or supposed possible f1·om 
a guitar, and had his concert not been marred by senseless 
and pointless attempts to delineate eccentric cha1 .. acters, it 
would have been a success. ' ' 30 And when we lear·n that 11ot 
even '' the glo1--ious 0 . 0. Howard, the h1·istian Hero a11d 
soldier'', quite satisfied the edito1~, since he treated his sub
ject '' Christian Experience in the Army'' diffe1 .. ently f1 .. om 
what was expected, we may understand 31 the reluctance of 
the edito1 .. of the Ottumwa Ooiirier to believe the Iowa ity 
editor until he had heard Twain's side of the story.32 

J ohn P . I1~ish, editor of the State Press, had very little 
to say of Twain 1s lecture, though what he said was favor-

29 Jowa City Republican, January 20, 1869. 

ao Iowa City Republican, .January 27, 1869. 

s1 The Ottumwa Courier (Daily), January 26, 1869. The Ottumwa editor, 
J. M. Hedrick, was obviously an admirer of Twain's humor. He followed his 
lecture tour with considerable interest and inserted many of Twain's humorous 
remarkB and anecdotes in the columns of his paper. 

a2 T7ie Ottumwa Courier (Daily), February 3, 1869. Professor Parvin o.f 
the University of Iowa, whose diary gives many interesting glimpses of the 
University in the early decades of its existence, was celebrating his birthday 
at the home of his sister the evening that Mark Twain lectured at Iowa City. 
He does not note the lecture in his diary, but on 1farch 3, 1869, he wrote, 
'' Lecture by Taylor, 'Failure, the Alphabet of Success'- best of tl1e season.'' 
Parvin 's interesting diary is to be found at the Masonic Library at Cedar 
Rapids. 

• 
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able. ''H is style of h11mor is quite orig·inal and his senti
ment, thoug·h mostly borrowed from 'Eothen', . . . was 
quite well rendered.'' 83 

THE RIVER TRIP OF 1882 

Clemens had long planned to complete his book on the 
Mississippi Rive1·, but it was the spring· of 1882 before he 
could actually make a start. In April he and James R. 
Osg·ood, his publisher, and Roswell Phelps of Hartford, a 
stenographer engag·ed to take notes, left for St. Louis,84 

whence they intended to make the river t1~ip to New Orleans 
and then back up the river all the way to St. Paul. In 
order to avoid distraction they planned to travel incognito,35 

but Twain was recognized as soon as he arrived in St. 
Louis. After that attempts at secrecy were abandoned, for 
the news of Twain's plans soon became known up a.nd down 

· the whole extent of the riveI·. 

On the r eturn trip, Osg·ood, aware perhaps of Twa.in 's 
plans to visit for thI·ee days in Ha.nn ibal, left the party at 
St. Lou.is, agreeing· to pick them up ag·ain at Davenport.36 

I t was on 1Iay 17th that Twain stepped aboard the 'JJ1i1i1ie
apolis at Ha.nnibal to continue the trip. He was by no 
means happy. His visit with old Hannibal friends had 

s3 State Press (Iowa City), January 20, 1869. Eothen, by Alexander Wil
liam Kinglake, was published in England in 1844 and in America. the following 
year. It was probably the most ,videly read and successful travel book prior 
to Innocents .Abroad. The Century Classics Edition of Eothen, put out by 
the Century Company, New York, 1900, carries an introduction by no less a. 
person than James Bryce. 

34 '' Our idea jg to strike across lots and reach St. Louis the 20th of April 
- thence we propose to drift southward, stopping at some towns a few hours 
or a night> every day, and making notes.' '-Mark Tivain's Letters, Vol. I, 
p. 417. 

a5 Olemens traveled as C. L. Samuel, of New York. '' I don't know what 
Osgood's name will be but he can't use his own.''- Mark Twain's L etters, 
Vol. I, pp. 417, 418. 

36 K eokuk Daily Co1istitution, May 18, 1882. 
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saddened l1im, and now, with Osg·ood gone, he had little 
heart to go on.37 On the boat that day he wrote his wife: 
''Livy darling·, I am despe1"ately homesick. But I have 
promised Osgood, and now I must stick it out; otherwise I 
would take the train at once and break for home. . . . 
Now I am under way again, upon this hideous trip to St. 
Paul with a heart brimming full of thoughts and images of 
you and Susie and Bay and the peerless Jean.'' The letter 
was sent from Quincy, lliinois.38 The same evening, May 
17th, the Minneapolis docked at Keokuk. 

News of Twain's coming had, of course, preceded him, 
and upon the arrival of the boat, Judge Davis, Ed. F. 
Brownell, Al Patterson, and Dr. J. l\1. Shaffer went on 
board to greet him and to take him off for an hour or two, 
while the boat stopped, to talk over old times.39 Though it 
is hig·hly probable that the party went up to Orion's ho11se 
to visit with the family, no mention is made of the fact in 
the Keokuk papers. 

It had been 1867 on the occasion of his '' Sandwich 
Islands'' lecture that he had last been in Keokuk, and 
though the intervening :fifteen years had brought many 
changes, the city was not altogether strang·e to him. '' It 
was night, and we could not see details'', he wi~ote in his 
Life on the Mississippi, ''for which we were sorry, for 
Keokuk has the reputation of being a beautiful city. It was 
a pleasant one to live in years ago.' ' 40 

When the party returned to the boat, a reporter from the 
Constitution and one from the Gate City joined them. 
Chairs were drawn up on the deck, and fo1" a little while 
longer the talk went on. Twain stated that he had visited 

s1 Phelps came up with Twain.- Keokuk Daily Constitution, May 18, 1'882. 

ss Paine's Mark Twain's Letters, Vol. I, p. 419. 

so Keokuk Daily Constitution, May 18, 1882. 

4:0 Clemens 's Life on the Mississippi, p. 556. 

• 
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Keokuk last in 1867. He told them briefly of his purpose in 
making the river trip and confessed that he had not in
tended making· it so extensive, but since Osgood had kept 
faith with him he wol1ld go throug·h with it. 

He expressed sorrow at not being able to stop at Keokuk 
for a few days and visit with old friends, but that, he said, 
would be impossible. When told, thereupon, that the 
Burlington papers had stated that Twain would probably 
spend a day or two there, he remarked in substance that 
they were mistaken, that he did not intend staying there 
longer than the boat did.41 

Shortly after 11 o'clock, the 1',Jinneapolis pulled away 42 

and continued the journey up river, going over the Rapids 
by way of the canal, '' A mighty work'', says Twain,' 'which 
was in progress there in my day' '.43 

The following morning when the Minneapolis drew up at 
Burlington, Clemens took advantage of a delay and stepped 
ashore to get a g·limpse at the town. He was met at the 
bank by Captain William HilThouse, who in the early days 
had known Clemens as a cub pilot on the lower river. At 
Clemens 's request, Hillhouse took a walk with him to North 
Hill, from which Hillhouse pointed out to him thing·s of 
interest about the town. Twain was delighted with the 
scenery. The spirit of progress impressed him.44 '' In 
Burlington as in all these upper-river towns, one breathes 
a go-ahead atmosphere which tastes good in the nostrils.'' 
He noted the Burlington paid fire department and the new 
opera house, recently completed, in which three years later 
he and Cable were to delight Burlington audiences 4 5 with 

41 K eolcuk Daily Constitution, May 18, 1882. 

42 Keokuk Daily Constitution, May 18, 1882. 

43 Clemens 's Life on the Mississippi, p. 556. 

44 The Burlington Hawkeye, May 19, 1882. 

45 Clemens 's Life on the Mississippi, p. 408. 
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theil-- r eadings. Just before he 1"eturned to the boat, he 
stopped for a moment to call at the Hawkeye office, in the 
composing· room of which, so the Hawkeye reports, Clemens 
wor·ked before the war.46 

As a r esult of conflicting news items from down the river, 
the ~Iuscatine papers, which had sho,vn a lively interest in 
the comjng of the g·reat hl1mo1·ist, were unable to report 
exactly whether or not lemens would be aboard the JJ1inne
apolis.47 In spite of the uncertainty, a nlimber of citizens, 
mostly young· people, were at the landing when the boat 
ar1--ived at five P. 11. to get a g·limpse of him , '' He was not 
at first visible'', the J o·urrial article reports, ''having r e
tired to his stateroom, as he afterward admitted, to avoid 
being made a public spectacle. The senior editor of the 
J ournal, however, with whom 1:fr. Clemens was employed as 
a printer in this place 28 years ago, soug--ht him out and was 
at once recognized.' ' 48 At the editor's invitation Clemens 
came out of his stateroom to take a look at the city. The 
place had gTeatly chang·ed and on the whole had an un
familiar look,49 though not so much that he did not recog
nize some of the buildings. Among others he made out the 
old Ogilvie House, then lmown as the Commercial House.50 

Clemens remembe1·ed by name some of the older citizens 

4 6 This is highly improbable. If Clemens ever ,vorked f or the H awkeyf 
it must l1ave been in t he fall of 1854 after his departure from 11uscatine and 
befor e his arrival in St. Louis, where he remained till he joined Orion at 
K eokuk in the late summer or f all of 1855. But neither Clemens nor P aine 
ever allude to the mat ter, nor does the present H a'l.ukeye staff, according to 
Clay Waite, know anything of his early con11cct ion ,vith the paper. The 
H awkeye article, ,vit h a fine touch of local p r ide, goes on to say, '' at that 
time he (Clemens) liked Burlington so well that even af ter he went down to 
K eokuk to ,vork, he al,vays came back here to spend Sunday. ' '- The B ur ling

ton H awkeye, May 19, 1882. 

47 Muscatine J ournal (Daily) , May 18, 1882. 

4 8 Muscatine J ou,-rnal (Daily), May 19, 1882. 

~e Clemens 's L if e on t he Mississippi, p. 562. 

rso Muscatine J ournal (Daily) , May 19, 1882. 
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and inquired after l\fr. Burnett and Mr. Denison.51 As it 
happened, 1'f1 ... Denison was at the landing with his horse 
and buggy and invited Clemens to ride about the city with 
bim, but there was not sufficient time. 

The people of 1fuscatine who had come dovvn to see Clem
ens were favorably impressed with his pe1"son and manner. 
It was noted that he was plainly dressed and that he was 
entirely free from ostentation. He greeted his old ac
quaintances cordially and expressed r egret that his arrange
ments made a more extended visit impossible.5 2 

It was probably dark by the time the Mi:rmeapolis 
r eached Davenport. It is doubtful if Twa.in stepped ashore, 
despite his statistical lrnowledge of Davenport's cla.im to 
progress and culture found in his Life 01i the Mississippi. 
Had he gone ashore or even made his presence lrnown, the 
Davenport newspaper s would certainly have noted the fact. 
It is probable, however, that Osgood, who had left bim at 
St. Louis, again joined bim at this point, as agreed, for 
when the Minneapolis docked at Dubuque the fallowing 
afternoon Osgood is mentioned as a member of the party. 53 

At Dubuque Twain probably spent a few hours ashore. 
Althoug~h his presence in the city was noted, no formal 
interview seems to have been obtained. The item about his 
visit is both brief and uninteresting. 54 

TWAIN'S LECTUR,E TOUR OF 1884-1885 

When in the fall of 1884 Twa.in found himself hard 
pressed for money, owing to the drain of many investments 
and the establishment of a publishing company, he con-

!>1 Muscatine Journal (Daily), May 19, 1882. Concerning M:r. Denison and 
Mr. Burnett see p. 416 of THE Io"'VA J OURNAL OF liISTO&Y A.ND POLITICS for 
July, 1929 

52 Muscatine J ournal (Daily), May 19, 1882. 

ts3 The Dubuque H erald (Daily) , l\lay 20, 1882. 

64 The Dubuque H erald (Daily) , May 20, 1882. 
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ceived what he himself might have called a '' gaudy'' plan. 
''He proposed to Aldrich, Howells and Cable'', says Paine, 
''that he cha1--ter a p1"ivate car . . . . and ,vith their own 
housekeeping· ar1"angements, cooking·, etc., they could go 
swing·ing· a1·ouncl the (lectu1'e) ci1"cuit reaping· a golden har
vest.'' But the plan fell throug·h, and only Cable, who up 
to this time had been stumping the country on his own ac
count, joined him.55 J. B. Pond ,vho had been engaged to 
manag·e the tour, ar1,anged all matters of business and was 
to r eceive a percentag·e of gross r eceipts for his services. 
Twain, of course, owned the show and paid Cable a stipu
latecl sum each week, and tra,Teling expenses.56 

The prog·1·am given by the t,vo men 57 varied on occasion 
or ,vhen exigencies demanded b11t fo1-- the most pa1"t it ·\,as 
as follows: 

PROGRAM 

Riohling 's Visit to Kate Riley 
- Geo. W. Cable 

King Sollermun 
-11ark Twain 

(a) Kate Riley and Ristofolo 
(b) arcisse in 1\1ourning for '' Lady Byron'' 
(c) 11ary's Nig·ht Ride 

- Geo. W. Cable 

(a) Tragic Tale of the Fishwife 
(b) A Trying· Situation 
(c) A Ghost Story 

-Mark Twain 

.55 Paine's Mark Twain: .A Biography, Vol. II, pp. 783, 784. 

56 Paine's Mark Tivain: .A Biography, Vol. II, p. 784. Paine gives $450.00 
as the amount paid Cable. Pond in his book Eccen,tricities of a Genius, page 
231, gives the amount as $600. Kate O'Leary reports the sum of $500.
Lawton 's .A Li fe Time with Mark Twa-i'n, p. 78. 

1>1 Paine's Mark Twain: .A Biography, Vol. II, p. 785. 
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It ,vas on Wedne day evening of January 15, 18 5,58 

aft r th y had been on the road sine ovemb r, that the 
oddly matched pai1, ar1·i\Ted at I{eokuk. A :fierce blizzard 
was in progre . It " 1as sno,,Ting hard and th temperatu1 .. e 
wa plunging downward. 59 As th train which brought 
them f1·om Hannibal a1 .. ri, ... d 011lv a fe,v mi11utes befor the 

• 

tim for the performance to b e-in, lemens found no oppor
tunity to g·r·eet his mother and Orion and the other I{eokuk 
kinfolk.

60 
able began his reading at once by giving a 

selection from Dr. Sevier, b11t tl1e con tant ommotion 
caus d by late comer unfortunat ly p1· ,,ented tl1e auc1i
ence from njoyi110- this portion of the pI·oo-ram. 

'' Ia1--k Twain cam next, and the app arance of the un
gainly body and the shaggy head wa the signal for a p
p la use. . . . H callecl the audienc friends and fellow 
town men, told them h ,,Tas g·lacl to re. ume an int r Ol1rse 
that had b en broken off y ars ago, said he was very sorry 
to have be n the cau of bri11g·in°· th m out l1po11 such a 
nig·ht, but that they ,ver no wors off than the people of 
some s v nty-:five cities al1·eady visitecl by th m tl1i ea
son, that a storm generally prec d d their coming, and if 
feeling well they al,vay left a famine behinc1 t.hem. '' Ia1·k 
Twain then delio-hted his audience with his amusing de
scription of the disc11s ion bet,vee11 the darl{e)r, Jim, a11d 
Huck Finn, on the relative merits and demerits of "King 
Sollermun' '. Cable's next 1-- ading, '' Kat Riley and Risto
folo' ', this time unspoil d by interruptions, was ,veil re
c ived. In fact, considering the umbrage into which Cable 
was cast by the presence of Twain among the nthusiastic 

~s Robert .J. Burdette ,~as also lecturing in Iowa this ,\·eek. It ,vas ar
ranged between him and Cle1nens not to sho,v in the san1e to,vns on the same 
day.- The Davenport Deniocrat (Daily), January 17, 1 85. 

30 K eokuk Gate City (Daily), January 15, 1 85. 

oo Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 16, 1 85. 
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people of Keokuk, he appears to have come off remarkably 
well. His last selection, ''Mary's Night Ride'', was his 
best, and won hearty applause from the Keokuk audience. 

Twain's most successful reading that evening was the 
history of his tussle with the German language. He nar
rated his lamentable failure to decline the adjectives prop
erly a,nd to master the intricacies of the German genders 
of nouns. The audience was convulsed. Again and again 
the audience demanded his reappearance. Twice Twain 
responded, r eading first his very funny stuttering story, 
and then, to the entire satisfaction of the audience, a sail
or's yarn. Before his :final appearance he gave '' A Trying 
Situation'', and then, after Cable's :final reading, Twain 
substituted as his last number some personal reminiscences 
of his days of roughing it in the West, particularly of his 
well-Jmo\vn dueUing e:xperience.61 

''Following the Twain-Cable entertainment .... there 
was a bit of r ecitation of which only a few who were 
straggling in the rear of the outsurging crowds were the 
auditors. . . . At the conclusion of the entertainment 
and after the usual handshaking with his old friends, the 
great humorist began stretching his neck toward the box 
his mother had occupied during the evening, but she had 
withdrawn and his eyes caught sight of the silver-haired 
old lady in the rear of the Opera House sitting among a 
circle of r elatives and friends awaiting his coming. He 
came; and quickly. 

'''Why, Sam, I didn't know you', was the mother's 
greeting as he ga,7 e her a kiss and a hug. 

'' 'That's because I'm getting so good looking', was the 
r eply as he performed the bear act.' ' Twain's r emark 
must have amused the Gate City repo1·ter who was probably 
within ea1--shot, for he writes, '' If this is the fact, and it is 

e1 K eokuk Gate City (Daily), January 15, 1885. 

I 

• 
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generally understood that ~lark Twain is truthful, we feel 
grateful that he didn't appear before us in his p1'evious 
condition. As far as looks are concerned Twain would 
never capture a premium at a beauty show. '' 62 

Then for a little while, as relatives and friends gathered 
about Clemens, there was an attempt at conversation, but 
Twain crowded it all out. Presently he led his aged mother 
to a waiting car riage, hugging and kissing her as they went 
along. 

That night and all the next day Clemens spent in Keokuk 
visiting with his mother at Orion's home at 628 High 
Street. Many of his old friends and acquainta.nces came to 
call on him and were entertained in Twain's most jolly way. 
And there was no happier woman in all Keokuk that day, 
we are told, than Mrs. Jane Clemens. Though already in 
her eighty-second year she was still active and in good 
health.68 

Twain's great popularity and the fact that he was a 
former resident gave 1--ise to many rP.miniscences of the 
days when Sam Clemens lived in Keokuk before the war 
and of his piloting experiences on the river. An old printer 
produced, as a curiosity, a copy of the old 1856 Keokuk 
directory which Orion had made up, and on which Sam had 
labored many an hour, and in which he had written himself 
down as ''Antiquarian.'' 64 It was recalled that he was a 
constant joker in the early days. ''At one time he made a 
speech on Main Street'', recalled J . F. Fry, ''in which he 
'took off' all the lawyers in Keokuk. ' ' 6~ Another episode 
lingering in the memories of some of the older men was the 
occasion of the printers' celebration of Ben Franklin's 

62 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 16, 1885. 

68 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 16, 1885. 

64 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 16, 1885. 

-er, Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 16, 1885. 
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birthday whe11 am made his :fi.1~st speech.00 Another· remi
niscence concerning 11ark Twain's military service was 
p1'i11ted in the Gate City and is so amusing that it is given 
here in full. 

While the herman-Da,1is controversy is before the people 
raking up old war i sue , and while anecdotes of l\Iark Twain are 
pat in thi locality, I thinlr it proper that his war record should be 
known and I am surprised that he has not given it himself as it is a 
funny chapter in his history. I gathered the following from an 
old school mate and friend and can vouch for it all: 

At the opening· of the Wa1" I\lark T,vain was piloting a steamboat 
on the lower l\iississippi but on one of his trips was stopped by a 
blockade and he retu1·ned to his bo)rhood home in Florida, l\Io., and 
there joined a company of rebel soldiers. This company remained 
at this point until rumors of approaching Yankees induced them to 
go farther outh. l\Iark Twain was mounted on a mule and the 
company moved off, making a slight detour and finally bringing llp 
at Louisiana, l\Io., where l\Iarlr Twain, tiring of the army, after a 
continuollS service of fully three weeks, sold his mule for $15 and 
r esigned his l)Osition as a private. On being interrogated as to his 
cause of so soon leaving the army, he 1~eplied that the mule was too 
rough and he couldn't stand it any longe1~ and that it hurt his feet 
to walk. 

ThllS because of a mule did the South lose a ·valiant soldie1~ and 
the world gain an at1thor, and should the house of Twain e·v·er have 
an escutcheon, what bette1-- emblem could be emblazoned upon it 
than a mule. 67 

The next eve11ing·, Thursday, January 15th, the '' Twins 
of Genius'' were to lecture at Burlington. Cable, fortu
nately, had arrived there Thursday mo1·nj11g·, and when 
the time came to begin the program that evening he made 
his appearance promptly.68 Twain, as we shall see, was 
greatly delayed and had a g1~ievous time of it. By rare 

oe Keokulc Gate City (Daily), January 17, 1885. 

67 Keokuk Gate City (Daily), January 17, 1885. 

os The Burlington Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 
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good fortune one of the editors of the Fort lvtadison Demo
cr·at, who perhaps had g·one to Keokuk to attend the T,vain
Cable progTam thoug·h he does not say so, g·ives us the 
story in gTeat detail. 

I t was Thursday evening. The small 1 x 20 waiting room of 
the C. B. & Q. Road at Keolcuk ,va filled to overflowing ,vith 
people of all kinds, sizes and de criptions. There were ministers, 
advance agents for dramatic combination , commercial men, stable 
men. . . . The few dim lights that made an effort to shine ot1t 
through chimneys made blacl{ by constant use and inattention, 
were only made the more so by the mighty cloud of tobacco smoke 
that filled the room. The train that hould l1ave arrived at 5: 50 to 
bea1· the subject of this sl{etch to B11rlington ( where his other half, 
Geo. W. able, ,\1as patiently . . . . awaiting him ) and ot1rselves 
to our destination, l\Iadison, was reported half an hou1~ late, caused 
by the snow which was rapidly falling and constantly drifting 
upon the track. A half hour passed and signs there were none of 
the train. We heard a grunt. Ot1r attention was attracted to a 
form, evidently that of a man, perched upon a high stool near a 
lunch counter, upon " 1hich doughnuts and other decrepit edibles 
found slow sale, or more properlJr an eternal abiding place. We 
looked at the form. It attracted our attention, perched as it was 
upon the elevated ''settee'', with its heels recklessly clinched on the 
top rung, which caused the l{nees to come in almost immediate 
contact with the chin. lose1" examination convinced us that it was 
a man, and the occasional grunts that he wa alive, though wor
ried, perplexed, and disappointed. We spotted the personage as 
11ark Twain. A pair of heavy arctics covered his feet, while a 
slouch hat, pulled carelessly ot1t of shape, protected his head. 
From under the brim peered out a few curly locks. Between thi8 
and a high collared over-coat 1vas a £ace. The expression com
pared favorably with the growling emissions, so we knew that they 
came from none other than l\iark Twain. 

An hour later ou1" discovery found the form dismounted and 
tusseling with a huge valise and a smalle1" parcel. The long ex
pected train had come. The sight of it seemed to lift a wrinkle 
from the face of l\1r. Twain, who made at once for the door of the 
dingy room, thence to the rear ca1·, the sleeper. We followed him. 
He walked down the long platform, and with his eyes down bent or 
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half closed caused by the blowing snow. Ile £ailed to recognize the 
fact that platforms, as well as everything else have an end, and fell 
headlong into the snow bank, his grips going in opposite directions. 
We were not far behind and came near meeting with the same fate. 
At last we ventured to speak. 

'' Did you lose anything, fr. Twain~'' 
'' o, I guess l 'm all here'', he r eplied. 
The car was finally reached and 1'.Ir. Twain was assigned a sec

tion directly opposite the one we made convenient to occupy. The 
humorist commenced taking off his outside wraps, and when the 
task was done he had undergone a complete metamorphosis. He 
wore a full evening suit of black. The open fronted vest exhibited 
a newly laundered shirt front from the collar of which article fell 
a soft black tie. The clear yellow light of the porcelain shaded 
lamps of the car presented to us a different appearing man than 
the form before mentioned. J\1r. Twain is a man of medium 
height, light weight, well formed shoulders, heavy curly gray hair, 
a prominent mustache slightly silvered, and a face that is a study. 
Perhaps the expression he wo1'"e was his best; for 'twas a compound 
of expectancy, eagerne s, disappointment and regret, certainly one 
interesting to behold. 

Mr. Twain was not in a pleasant position; he knew it, he felt it. 
He knew that 9 o'clock was but a few minutes distant, and he was 
only fairly started with forty-three miles to go. Had we better 
brave the lion in his wrath, thought we; was it wise to interrupt 
the lethargy into which he had fallen 1 An interview which to us 
would be so pleasant, so satisfactory, would to him be dull, uninter
esting and stupid. . . . and yet that love for ''self'' quite over-
came us. We made the break. 

'' 11r. Twain allow us to introduce ourselves. We can readily tell 
that we are addressing the proper person and believe that we can 
guess your frame of mind.'' We handed him our business card. 

'' Sit down,'' he said, pointing to a seat in his section and extend-
ing his hand. 

We sat. 
He spied the name of '' Potowonok'' on our card (it was one of 

some that we had left), and upon inquiry as to its meaning, we 
told him all that we knew about it, and considerable that we 
guessed, and the conversation drifted upon the Indian race. He 
r emarked about the scarcity 0£ the red man within the last few 

• 
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years, or at least of his becoming so rapidly civilized, and of so few 
who kept their blanlcets, feathers, etc., in constant use. 

He conversed on other topics as well. Survived a well meant 
compliment on his famous vo]1Jrnes, etc., etc. 

We inquired as to his success in his present pursuit, and he re
plied that his reception had been favorable since his commencement 
last fall. Reaching Velie Station he said, '' I must have a porter 
go ashore and send a telegram; excuse me, please.'' 

We said, ''certainly,'' and suggested that the message might be 
called a '' Cable-gram''. 

Whether or not he appreciated the pun we were not able to de
cide, as we changed our section to the farther end of the car and 
had only the courage to nod a farewell when the train pulled into 
the station.69 

At what time Twain r eached Burlington can only be sur
mised, but it was probably as late as half past ten. 7° Cable 
by this time had given his usual program and probably 
more. Finally, when the audience had given up hope of 
seeing Twain, the long awaited h11morist made his appear
ance ambling onto the stage, his head thrust forward, his 
eyes half closed and his hands rolling around, one in the 
other. He then stepped to the footlig·hts, leaned his head 
forward and in his well-known drawl addressed his audi
ence. 71 

The Burlington Hawkeye, which reported the program at 
lengih, gives Twain's humorous explanation for the cause 
of his delay: 

He said he had stopped through the day with his mother in 

69 The Fort Madison Democrat, January 21, 1885. Ed. M. Roberts was then 
senior editor of the Democrat. His son, N. C. Roberts of Fort Madison, after 
a careful reading of the news article, is quite certain his father did not write 
it. Nor does he believe it bears the imprint of his younger brother, Ed. M. 
Roberts, Jr., who was city editor of the Democrat at that time. It was, he 
is quite sure, the work of his older brother, the late Docto~ Frank C. Roberts. 
- Personal letter from N. C. Roberts, Fort Madison, dated May 9, 11928. 

10 The Burlington Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 
7

1 The Burlington Gazette, January 16, 1885. 
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Keolcuk. he was eighty-two years old; she ,vas the onl)T mother 
he had; their homes being a thousand miles apa1--t he migl1t ne,·er 
see her again. Ile thought he could trust the St. Louis train, but 
his tru t ,va betrayed. It started from Keoltt1l{ an hour late and 
had been getti11g an hour late1· ever ince. On the wa:y· they broke 
something. A di pute arose as to what it was that was brol{en. It 
toolt forty minutes to decide the di pute, and five minutes to repair 
the damage.72 

The1·eupon Twain bega11 his reading·s, limiti11g his selec
tions, it appea1"s, to his disast1 .. ous experiences ,,rith the 
German lang11age, the '' T1 .. ag1.c Tale of the Fi 11,,--if e' ', ancl 
'' A Trying· ituation' . The a11die11ce ,vould g1. .. eatly ha,Te 
enjoyed the selection from Huckleberry Fi11,1z, but the time 

was too short. 73 

It ,vas a late hour when tl1e ente1 .. tainment finally ended, 
but the audience ,vent home greatly pleased. Cable had 
charmed them. ''He is small and delicate, ,vitl1 finely 
molded featt11·es a11d form. He is the emlJodiment of gTace 
in speech, diction, and manner'', ,vrote the H aivkeye re
porter. A11d Twain, who in contrast with able appea1 .. ec1 
larg·e, awbvard, and inclined to be uncouth, exceeded their 

expectations. 74 

The size of the audience "rhich had attended the enter
tainment ,,,as, however, as ,ve di co,rer later, 11ot exceed
ingly large. '' In point of numbe1"s it was a f ai1 .. B11r lington 
lecture audience. . . . Still it was not ,,rhat the rep11-
tation of the combil1ation should l1a,1e d1·a wn nor what their 
perf 01--mance des er ed. But it was an intellig·e11t and ap
preciative audience · as good in this respect, pe1--l1ap , as the 
city can turn out. '' 75 Althoug·h the price of admis ion 
does not seem to have been considered too high ($1.00, 75¢, 

12 The Burlington Ha1.ukeye, January 16, 1885. 

13 The Burlington, Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 

14 The Burlington Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 

15 The Burlington Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 
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and 50¢) , at least t,vo othe1 .. factors operated ag·ainst at
tendance. The storm was still raging· a11d the snow was so 
deep that many of the olde1 .. people did not ,-rentu1·e out; 76 

and two other ente1·tainments of a popular nature were 
given the same evening·. 77 

J. B. Pond, Twain's manag·er, "ras undoubtedly aware of 
the possibilities which might result from competing· pro
grams for he advertised exten ively in both the HawJ<,eye 
and the Gazette, inserti11g· in addition to the reg11la1"" mat
ter, a line of blurb in nearly eve1,y col1Jmn of the local news 
pag·e. It is hig·hly probable also that Pond had sent on to 
Burlingion several days in advance some terra cotta bas
reliefs of Georg·e W. able and 11ark Twain, for two days 
before the lecture a number of these were on exhibition 
throughout the city.78 But it was quite by accident, as far 
as Twain was concerned, that a woman eng·ag·ecl in the sale 
of his Life on tlie Mississippi, happened into Burling-ton on 
the day of the lectu1·e. It was predicted that she would be 
detained in the city several days. 79 

That the Twail1- able appearance was a notable event to 
the people of Burling·ton may, as a :final wo1 .. d, be inferred 
from the number and nature of the comments that continued 
to appear in the Burling·ton papers two days after the per
fo rmance. Two of these show the type : ''Cable's reole 
Songs are Rich'', and ''Twain and Cable are a Pair to 
dra,v to. '' 80 

An item in the Davenport Gazette to the effect tha.t an 
effort should be made to have Twain and Cable visit Dav
enport, sug·g·ests that Pond had not booked that city on the 

1a The Burlington Gazette, January 16, 1885. 

11 The Burlington Hawkeye, January 15, 16, 1885. 

78 The Burlington Gazette) January 13, 1885. 

10 The Burlington, Hawkeye, January 16, 1885. 

80 The Burlington Hawkeye, January 17, 1885 . 
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itinerary.81 The effort was evidently made, for on January 
31, 1885, two weeks after their appearance at Burlington, 
they made thGir appearance in Davenport, having been out 
of the State during the entire interval. They arrived in 
the morning and registered at the Kimball House. Cable 
spent the day quietly in his room, but Twain indulged his 
passion for billiards, apparently undisturbed by the curi
osity of the onlookers.82 

That evening a thousand or more people greeted the 
entertainers at the Burtis Opera House.83 With customary 
promptness, almost before the audience had assembled, 
Cable stepped out on the platform. '' I propose, if it suits 
your pleasure, to commence at once. I hope the audience 
will feel no embarrassment and that the auditors will be 
kind enough to give me one eye apiece at least and I will 
commence the programme. I mention my novel 'Dr. Se
vier', so you will not think that I am 11ark Twain. It 
would hurt his feelings . ' ' 84 When Cable had :finished his 
first selection, there was only slight applat1se, owing prob
ably to the disturbance created by the late comers.85 

Twain's appearance was greeted by vociferous cheering. 
His manner of coming on the stage, which was generally 
remarked by audiences everywhere, impressed the Daven
port auditors also. ''He has a peouliar manner of walking 
side wise and looking up at the gallery'', wrote one news
paper r eporter.86 Another observed, ''He starts on in a 
f11nny little jog trot half sideways, with eyes cast up to the 
gallery, with a comical look of inquiry and half appeal. 

s1 The Davenport Gazette (Daily), January 15, 1885. 

s2 The Da1Jenport Democrat (Daily), January 31, 1885. 

ss The D{Jll)er,,port Sunday Democrat, February 1, 1885. 

84 The Davenport Gazette (Daily), January 31, 1885. 

scs The D{Jll)enport Gazette (Daily), Februa.Iy 1, 1885. 

sa The Davenport Gazette (Daily), Februa.Iy 1, 1885. 
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Then he begins to deliver his humorous conceits with an 
expression of placid and child-like innocence that is almost 
as ludicrous as the words he is uttering. His gestures are 
eloquent if not graceful and would make any audience 
laugh, even if 1Iark Twain had nothing to say.' ' 87 

He read first from Huckleberry Finn and delighted his 
audience so jmmensely that the entire assembly were r eady 
at the touch to r espond to either hl1roor or pathos whether 
from Cable or Twain. Throughout the performance, as 
Twa.in and Cable alternated, each was r epeatedly encored. 
The selection '' 1fary 's Night Ride'' was probably Cable's 
most acceptable effort, though all of his selections after the 
first were highly appreciated. It would be difficult to say 
which of Twain's r eadings gave the most pleasure so gener
ally enthusiastic does the audience appear to have been. 
Huckleberry Finn received the most newspaper space, 
though that may have been because the narrative was easy 
to follow. Certainly the ''Tragic Tale of the Fishwife'', 
with its humorous assault upon the intricacies of the Ger
man inflections, convulsed the auditors. 88 

The program had taken place on a Saturday evening, and 
since Cable had conscientious scruples about traveling· on 
Sunday, he decided to r emain in Davenport till 11onday. 
Sunday morning he attended the Fi1,st Presbyterian 
Church, the church of his faith. '' A portion of the after
noon and the evening he passed with the family of Mr. 
Georg·e W. Cable of Davenport - the same name and same 
descent - and attended evening services at the Congr ega
tional Church.'' 89 He left for Chicago 11onday morning. 

Twain had left Davenport Satu11 day night at eleven 

s1 The Davenport Sunday Democrat, F ebruary 1, 1885. 

88 The Davenport Gazette (Daily) , February 11, 1885, and The Davenport 
Sunday Democrat, February 1, 1885. 

89 The Davenport Gazette (Daily), February 1, 1885. 
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o clock, jmmediately after the performance. Pond may 
ha,1 e b en ,vith bim, as repo1--ted by the Dave,zport Ga
zette,90 but that is l111likely. Wm.le at Iilwaukee the man-• 
ager" had suffered a heart attack that had confined him to 
hi bed for sc,reral days. On February 5th, the Jl!Iilivaukee 
J oiir1zal report Pond slowly recovering and that he would 
be able to atte11d to business shortly. 

When Twain had lectured in Davenport in 1869 his pr~es
ence in town had scarcely been noted, but in 18 5 his move
ments ,vere careft1lly observed by the reporters. The 
Dave11port Democrat prints the follo,ving· interesting inte1"
vie,v with Twain : 

'' able and I started on this raid the day after the presidential 
election and have been on the road ever since,'' r eplied Mr. Clem
ens, in his peculiar drawl in answer to a question. '' Two years 
ago I got some such plan as this in my head. I wanted to get a 
larger menagerie together, Howells1 T. B. Aldrich, 'Uncle Remus'. 
Cable and myself, so that we could all go on the stage together, 
and each read two minutes or so and pose as 'the happy family' 
between times. But Hov;1ells had to go to Italy on a commission 
from the entury, which will take him a year to fulfill; and the 
others couldn't join us for one reason or another, and so able and 
I started out alone. I suppose I might have gone out on some such 
expedition all by myself, but I'm afraid it wouldn't be pleasant. 
I want somebody to lceep me in countenance on the stage, and to 
help me impose on the audience. But more than that I want good 
company on the road and at the hotels. A man can start out alone 
and rob the public, but it's dreary work, and it's a cold blooded 
thing to do.'' 

''That's a fact,'' asserted Mr. Cable. '' Last year I tr avelled 
and. read alone, but it was lonesome. '' 9 1 

A FAMILY REUNION -1886 

If the penetrating little Susie Clemens had continued her 
biogTaphy but a week more, our knowledg--e of the visit 

oo The Davenport Gazette (Daily), February 1, 1885. 

91 The Daven,port Democrat (Daily), February 2, 1885. 
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Clemens and his family paid to Grandma Clemens at Keo
kuk in the summer of 18 6 ,vould not only be more complete 
but infinitely more intimate. ''We have arrived in Keoln1k 
afte1~ a ver-·y pleasant''- runs the unfinished sentence, the 
last that usie ever wrote in he1-- biog·raphy. 92 Could it 
have been that Susie, overwhelmed by the abunda11ce of 
experiences cr--owded into those five g·lorious summe1· days 
at ''Uncle 01"'ion's'', felt unequal to the taslr of recording 
them until the biographic ur·g·e had given ,vay to others 1 
Certainly she could have found no time to write while at 
Keokuk; and had she found time, the crowded condition of 
the household could scarcely have afforded opportunities. 

The occasion of Twain's visit to Keokuk was a family 
reunion. 93 G1 .. andma lemens ,vas in her eigl1ty-third year .. , 
and thoug·h physically she was yet very active, mentally 
she was already si1ffeI·ing~ those lapses which clu1~ing· the 
last yea1--s of her life almost completely clouded her mem
ory. Orion and Pamela, both older than Sam, were well 
past middle age - in fact old people. It ,vas hig·h time £01-

a family 1--eunion. Accompanying· T,vain ,vere his wife and 
the three children - Susie, Clara, and Jean - and a Ger
man g·overness. 94 They came by ,vay of the Lakes to St. 
Paul, from which point Clemens had planned a river trip 
to Keol{uk. 95 

It is easy to imag~ine the great delig·ht with which Cleme11s 
thus initiated his family into 11ississippi steamboating. 
And the children, who had often been thrilled by their 
fathe1--'s fascinating stories of early days on the Missis-

02 Paine's Mark Twain: .A Biography, Vol. II, p. 845. 

93 Keokuk Gate City, July 1, 1886. 

94 Paine's Marlc Twain's L etters, Vol. II, p. 470. Infor1nation about the 
governess was supplied by a personal letter fron1 IYfrs. iiargaret Collisson of 
Keokuk who was a neighbor of the Clemens f an1ily and at whose house the 
chill:lren and the governess stayed at night during the visit. 

95 Paine's Mark Twain: .A Biography, Vol. 11, p. 844. 
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sippi, must have regarded the experiences as a dream that 
had come true. Only one incident of the river trip has 
been preser ed. It occurred on the evening of the first day. 
The boat had enter ed a shoal crossing. '' Clemens, stand
ing alone on the hurricane deck, hea1·d the big bell forward 
boom out the call for leads. Then came the leadsman's 
long-drawn chant, once so fami liar, the monotonous r epeat
ing· in river parlance of the depths of water. Presently the 
lead had found that depth of wate1· signified by his nom de 
plume and the call of '11ark Twain, 1fark Twain' floated 
up to him like a s11mmons fI·om the past. All at once a 
little :figure came r11nning down the deck, and Clara con
fr onted him, reprovingly : 

'' 'Papa,' she said, 'I have hunted all over the boat for 
you. Don't you know they are calling for you,' '' 96 

That was on the evening of July :first. Earlier in the day 
Twain had sent Orion a telegram stating the fact that he 
had left St. Paul on the War Eagle.97 It was not until ten 
o'clock the following evening that the boat pulled up at the 
Keokuk landing. 98 

If on the following morning Twain expected a long morn-
ing's rest in bed, as was customary with bim he was greatly 
disappointed. The Fourth of July fell on Sunday and the 
celebration of the event was advanced to the third. The 
day, dawning bright and clear, was ushered in with the 
ringing of bells, the reports of explosives, and the detona
tions of cannon. As the morning advanced the city was 
profusely decorated. An industr ial parade, headed by 
Wittick's Second Regimental Band, moved up 1fain Street, 
the fire depa1·tment followed, and finally came the wagons 
and teams representing the business interests. It was esti-

os Paine's Mark Twain,: .A Biography, Vol. II, p. 845. 

91 Keokuk Gate City, July 1, 1886. 

os Keokuk Gate City, July 3, 1886. 
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mated that the n11mber of strangers in the city was between 
eight and ten thousand. 

At two o'clock the exercises began at Rand Park. An 
immense crowd had gathe1·ed there, and despite the favor
able position of the park, situated as it is on a high bluff 
ove1~looking the river, the weather was too hot for comfort. 

Since Orion was on the p1 .. ogTam, it is likely that the 
family went out to the pa1--k in a group. When 1fark Twain 
appeared and was recognized, a murmur of '' There he is'' 
ran through the crowd and people edged up to get a closer 
view. He was dressed entirely in white duck with a tall 
white hat. To the people of Keokuk, unf a.miliar with 
Twain's love of distinctiveness of attire, his appearance 
must have been unusually inte1--esting·. 

The exercises consisted of the customary Fourth of July 
prayers and speeches. After the Hon. Gibson Browne, 
president of the day, had called the assemblage to orde1 .. 
and the Reverend R. C. ircilwain had offered prayer, Orion 
Clemens read the Decla1--ation of Independence in a clear 
and distinct manner. Then followed a stirring speech by 
the Honorable Thomas Hedge of Burlington, the chief 
orator of the day, rousing the people to the ideals of demo
cratic institutions. At the conclusion of the oration 
Samuel Clemens was called for. Ile was introduced amid 
enthusiastic applause. His talk, though short, was no doubt 
a happy r elief from the oppressive heat of the day and f1,om 
the heightened emotional effect of Hedge's studied oration. 

He little thought, Clemens is reported to have beg1m, 
when the boys awoke him at 4 o'clock in the morning that 
he would be called upon to acld to that noise. The audience 
had heard all there was to be heard, the evidence was all in, 
and all that remained for him was to deliver the verdict. 
They had heard the Declaration of Independence read, 
which had lasted through all the Fourth of July's in the 

VOL. xxvrr-36 
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past and would fo1 .. all time to come. They had l1ea1·d the 
orator" of the day and the noble tribute he had paid to the 
fathers of the country and the happy sketch which he g·ave 
of the nation's history. It was a succes ful clay. '' I stand 
here'', said Twain, '' to thank the committee f oI· the op1Jor
tunity of sta11ding face to face with the men and women 
whom I lmew thirty years ag·o. K eokuk was then a city of 
3000 inhabitants and they drank 3000 barrels of whiskey 
per yea1~. They drank it in public then; now they don't. 
(La11ghte1"") Vast st1"'ides have been macle d11ring· the past 
thirty yea1"s. A poet has said, 'Better :fift3T years of Eng
land than all the cycles of Cathay. But I say better one 
decade of this p eriod than the 900 years of l\Iethusaleh. 
Ther·e is more done now in a year than he ever saw in all 
his life. l\Iethusaleh lived over 900 years but he nev"e1· sa,v 
a barbed wi1--e fence. (Laughter) I know that the man ,vho 
makes the last speech on an occasion like this has the best 
of the other spealrers, as he has the last word to say, which 
falls like a balm on the audience - though this audience 
has not been bored today - and thoug·h I can't say that last 
word, I will do the next best thing I can and that is to sit 
down.'' 

When Twain had r etired amid hearty applause a.nd the 
clapping of hands, and the Reverend T. H. Cleland had 
pronotmced the benediction, the ceremonies at Rand Park 
ended f 01" the afternoon. 99 

Only a few glimpses are g·ranted us of what took place at 
the Clemens home during the next two days. The children 
-Busie, Clara, and Jean - and the German governess, on 
account of the cong·estion at Orion's, were quartered at 
McElroy 's, a near neighbor. The weather, especially at 
nig·ht, ,vas insufferably hot, for we hear of Jean and Clara 
sitting up in bed there crying· about the heat. Jean, we 

99 Keokuk Gate City, July 6, 1886. 
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learn, had one day fallen and hurt her arm, and Dr. Jenkins, 
an old friend of the family, who lived just across the street, 
had very tenderly attended to it and had managed to get 
the pain out quickly.100 

It was during these days, perhaps at the suggestion of 
the McElroys, that a time was set at Orion's for an ex
chang·e of autographs.101 Those of the children and of 
Mark Twain have been preserved. They are now in the 
1fark Twain Room in the Iowa 1'.futual Insurance Building 
at Keokuk. A diversion exclusively for the children was 
planned by a cousin of Dr. Jenkins who happened to be 
visiting in Keokuk at the time. She gave all of the neigh
borhood children a delightful picnic at Rand Park. The 
picnic was in honor of the visiting Clemens children.102 

It was probably during these days also that Sam tallred 
with Orion about securing a nurse for their mother and 
about a house more satisfactorily arranged, in view of the 
inc1,easing burden resting upon Orion and his wife by their 
mother's infirmity. Whether or not the larg·e brick house 
diagonally across the intersection was then already in pros
pect is a matter of conjecture, but the property was later 
purchased, 103 and it was there, four years later, that Jane 
Clemens died.104 

1<>-0 Paine's Mark Twain's L etters, Vol. II, pp. 470, 4711• 

101 Information from a personal letter from Mrs. Margaret McElroy Collis
son of Keokuk, dated April 2, 1928. 

102 Personal letter from Mrs. Margaret McElroy Col1isson of Keokuk, dated 
April 2, 1928. 

10s The deed was dated January 7, 1889.- P age 98, No. 54 Deed Record 
from 1888-1890. In the property transfer T,vain 's name does not appear, 
though it is practically certain that he furnished all or a major portion o.f 
the money. 

10
4 At the death of Mrs. Orion Clemens, a tiny music box formerly belonging 

to Jane Clemens, came among other effects into the possession of Mrs. John 
Carpenter of Keokuk. Mrs. Carpenter reports that Sam Clemens had sent the 
box to his mother following the 1886 visit. It is about four inches wide, six 
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On Tuesday evening, July 6th, between the hours of 
eig"ht and ten a reception was tende1--ed Clemens and his 
wife at Orion's. Over four hundred invitations had been 
sent out and a large number took advantage of the occasion 
and were present.105 The residence and the g·rounds were 
decorated ,vith Chinese lanterns,106 and many of the guests 
who found no room inside moved about on the lawn. In 
the f1·ont parlo1-- Grandma Clemens, Orion, and his sister, 
Pamela, M1--s. P. A. 11offett of San Francisco, received 
guests, while lark, in spotless white d1.1ck, his wife, and 
11rs. Orion Clemens received in the libra1--y. It was a 
proud moment for Grandma Clemens. Fo1-- the :first tjme in 
:fifteen years she had all of her children and most of her 
grand children with her. Only 1frs. Charles L. Webste1~ 
and Pamela's son, Samuel E . 1foffett, then one of the 
editors of the San Francisco Post, ,vere absent. 107 

While Clemens was entertajni11g his guests indoors, Ed. 
Bro\vnell, Clemens 's old friend of Keokuk days, sat out on 
the lawn, surrounded by a n11mber of guests, and told what 
he knew of Twain's early life and of bis extraordinary rise 
to fame. A reporter of the Co'iistitution who listened as 
Brownell talked tells how the- story impressed the group. 
'' As we sat last evening at the home of 11r. Clemens 's 
hospitable brother, and listened to the incidents of a career, 
seemingly having no counterpart except in imagination, it 
needed occasional glimpses of the man himself throug·h the 
throng there to do him honor to believe it was not some 

inches long, and less than t,vo inches high. When wound up it still plays 
three old fashioned melodies with sucl1 a quaint tinkling sound that it is little 
wonder Jane Clemens took such great delight in it. The box is still in 
the possession of Mrs. John Carpenter.- Information given by Mrs. John 

Carpenter of K eokuk. 

100 The Keokuk Constitution, July 10, 1886. 

10 6 K eokuk Gate City, July 7, 1886. 

1-01 Th,e Keokuk Constitution, July 10, 1886. 
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fairy web well-spun lig·htsome and airy by the fluent and 
always enter taining Brownell. The story was a long one -
from the days when the two were young men together here 
in Keokuk, through the continent, on the placid Pacific, 
across the Atlantic, early state making, marriage, j ournal
ism, lectur ing, hardships, business successes, literary tri-
11mphs, and the wo1--ld's acclaim - till the crowd thinned 
and Twajn came out in the garden, where we we1"e, and 
made the story real by his presence and an hour's delight
ful companionship. '' 1 08 

Neither the little cir cle of f I·iends who sat with Twain 
that night, nor Ed. Brownell, a.nd least of all Clemens him
self could know that even then Twain was entering a period 
of financial hazard on the type setting machine which a few 
years later was to send his entire financial structure crash
ing down about him. But that is another story. 

The day following the reception was the day set for leave 
taking. With characteristic care for the comfort of his 
family, and perhaps with an irrepressible love of display, 
Clemens had ordered a special pullman for the trip. At 
4 :40 the family boarded the C. B. & Q. and departed for 
Elmira, New York, their s11mmer home.109 

AN I NVITATION TO VISIT REOK0K-1887 

It was four years before Iowa saw Mark Twa.in again, 
although an attempt was made to get him to visit Keokuk 
the following winter. The occasion for the proposed visit 
was the first annual ball which the K eokuk Printers' Union 
was pJa.nning to celebrate at Ayres Hall on February 10, 
1887. In connection with the ball was to be a type-setting 
contest in which a team r epr esenting Keokuk was to com
pete with a team r epresenting Burlington. 

10s The K eokuk Constitution, July 7, 1886. 

100 The K eokuk Constitution, July 7, 1886. 
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A n11mber of nationally prominent men who had been 
printers at one time in their lives were invited to partici
pate. Among these ,vere Eugene Field, Bob Burdette, and 
Mark Twa.in.110 William F. Douglas, then secretary of the 
Union, in writing· to Twain, related the tradition existent in 
Keokuk that Twain had assisted at a much earlier printers' 
celebration on the occasion of Benja.roin Franklin's birth
day.111 In reply to Douglas's invitation Twain sent the 
following letter of regi'et : 

Hartford, Jan. 24, 1 87,- My dear Sir: It was 1 55, if I re
member rightly, and the occasion was not a typesetting contest. 
It was a struggle over a dinner table. The table did not win. 

I thank the Union very much for the compliment of their invi
tation, and I should like to help at the present competition, but it 
wouldn't be any use. I couldn't get the prize, unless 600 leaded 
bourgeois might fetch it. 

Truly yours, 
S. L. Clemens.112 

The letter was printed in a small four-page leaflet called 
the Proof Sheet which was circulated at the ball as an 
''extra'' .113 The following morning the letter was re
printed in the Gate City among the letters of regret. 

1'HE LAST VISIT IN row A 

When Clemens visited Keokuk in 1886 he knew very well 
that his mother was 1 .. apidly nearing the end of her life. 
Her memory was playing her sad tricks and her health was 
steadily gi.ving· way. Her care was a great problem. Mrs. 

110 Information from a personal letter from C. C. Baldock, dated February 
2, 1•928. Mr. Baldock states that the minutes of the Keokuk Printers ' Union 
prior to 1894 are lost. 

111 Information from a personal letter from William F. Douglas, dated 

February 5, 1928. 

112 Keokuk Gate City, February 11, 1887. 

11s Information from a personal letter from C. C. Baldock, dated February 

2, 1928. 
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Marg·aret McElroy Collisson, a close neig·hbor of the Clem
ens family, reports that matter s we1 .. e complicated by a 
strong desi1 .. e on the pa1--t of Grandma Clemens to run away. 
"She was like a child. She had a great desire to run away 
and was always hunting her little chickens. All the chil
dren of the neighborhood started out as soon as the word 
came that she was missing.'' Some of the older children, 
says Mrs. Collisson, were so concerned about it that they 
held a council and decided to help even more, so they 
formed a club and got up mornings as early as Grandma 
Clemens and invited her to go walking, escorting her some
times as far as Rand Park. But when the club failed to 
cure her in this manner, it died out.114 

During· the summer of 1890 the aged woman's health 
broke down completely. In August, when an especially 
severe attack struck her, Twain was called for by telegTam. 
He came immediately. His arrival in Keokuk was not 
noted, and only the brief est notice of his presence in the 
city appeared in the paper for August 19th.115 Nothing is 
said of the illness of 1frs. Clemens. The following· day, 
however, a brief announcement informs us that she had 
materially improved and that Twain had departed for his 
home. This trip, lasting perhaps not over twenty-four 
hours, was ~{ark Twain's last visit to Iowa. 

The rally was very brief. In October Mrs. Clemens suf
fered a relapse and on the twenty-seventh of that month 
she died. Twain did not, however, come to Keokuk, fo1 .. the 
burial was to be at Hannibal and it was there he met the 
funeral party.116 It was observed that Twa.in 's hair was 

1.14 P er&onal letter from :1frs. Margaret McElroy Collisson, dated April 21, 
1928. 

115 K eokuk Gate City, August 19, 1890. 

110 The funeral party ,vas made up of :1fr. and Mrs. Orion Clemens, Mrs. 
Starkweather, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Moody, and Mrs. W. A. Brownell.-Keokuk 
Gate City, November 2, 1890. 
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much grayer and that he appea1 .. ed to be in poor health. 
When the time came for the party to return to Keokuk, 
Twain boa1·ded the same train but went st1 .. aight on th1·ough 
to hicag·o.117 It was the last time he saw Orion alive. 

DEATH OF ORION 

When Orion died on December 11, 1897, T,vain was living 
in Vienna. A cableg-i·am was sent immediately and by fou1' 
o'clock the same afternoon his reply came: '' All send deep
est sympathy.'' But that evening, in Vienna, he wrote the 
following lette1 .. to 1Iolly Clemens : 

Ilotel 1Ietrople 

Dear Molly: 
Vienna, Dec., 11/ 97. 

It is 10 in the evening. We sent you our cablegram of sympathy 
half an hour ago and it is in your hands by this time, in the wintry 
mid-afternoon of the heaviest day yol1 have known since we saw 
Jenny escape from this life thirty-three years ago, and were then 
too ignorant to rejoice at it.118 

We all grieve for you; our sympathy goes out to you from 
experienced hearts, and for Orion, I rejoice. He has r eceived 
life's best gift. 

He was good - all good, and sound: there was nothing bad in 
him, nothing base, nor any unkindness. It was unjust that such a 
man against whom no offence could be charged, should have been 
sentenced to live 72 years. It was beautiful, the patience with 
which he bore it. 

The bitterness of death - that is for the survivors, and bitter 
beyond all words, it is. We hunger £01 .. Susy, we suffer and pine 
for her ; and if by asking I could bring her back, I could stoop to 
that treachery, so weak am I, and so selfish are we all. But she 
and Orion are at peace, and no loyal friend should wish to disturb 
them in their high fortune. 

I and all of us offer to you what little we have- our love and 
• our compassion. Sam. 

117 Keokuk Gate City, November 2, 1890. 

11s J ennie Clemens, the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Orion Clemens, died on 
February 1, 1864, at Carson City, Nc~ada.-Molly 's Note Book. 
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The letter quoted above was the only one that survived 
the general destruction of the voluminous correspondence 
which, after the death of Molly Clemens in 1904, came into 
the hands of l\f1". John Carpenter of Keokuk who was ap
pointed administrator. One day, after he had made an 
inventory of most of l\1olly's effects, he found in a wood
shed to the r ear of the house an old trunk. He opened it 
and found it filled with letters from Sam Clemens and from 
other members of the family. Many of the letters from 
Sam were to his mother, and most of them ca1"'ried a little 
note near the bottom ''Burn this letter''. Jane Clemens, 
however, had not heeded Sam's request but had laid them 
away in the trunk where they remained till Mr. Carpenter 
found them. l\1r. Carpenter reports that he looked the let
ters over, noted Sam's postscript, and burned them all. He 
now feels that many might legitimately have been pre
served, but explains that at the time he failed to realize the 
literary importance of the letters, and consequently de
stroyed them. 

At l\fark Twain's request all of Orion's papers - letters, 
manuscripts, etc.- were packed and sent to Fredonia, New 
York, to await his r eturn from Europe. Included in the 
packet were probably Orion's biographical papers, a great 
n11m ber of literary odds and ends r epresenting ten or fif
teen years of spasmodic attempts in a variety of literary 

· ventures, sermons, political tracts, and lectures.119 The 
fate of these papers is not kno,vn, but they are no long·er 
available. The loss of these letters and the destruction of 
the hundreds of letters from Samuel L. Clemens to his 
family at Keokuk explains the lack of documentary evi
dence for those who are interested in the investigation of 
Twa.in 's visits to the State of Iowa. 

110 For a partial list of Orion's attempts at fame via literature see Twain's 
letter to William Dean Howells in Paine's Marl; Twain's Letters, Vol. I, pp. 
352-355. 
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CO CLUSION 

We find, if we except the doubtful visit of 1861, that after 
Clemens left Keokuk in 1856, he retur"ned to the State of 
Iowa seven times. It is interesting to note, however, that 
in only one instance - on the occasion of the family re
union in 1886 -was his return chiefly a matter of his own 
volition. In all other cases, even in that of 1867, his ap
pearance was incidental to other purposes. Yet in view of 
the fact that his only brother Orion lived in Keokuk for 
twenty-five years and died there, and that afte1' 1882 his 
mother also made her home there until her death in 1890, 
a.nd that he kept up a lively correspondence with both of 
them, there can be little doubt that he rega1·ded the little 
1fississippi River town in which he himself had lived in the 
filties as his western home. 

More important, however, than the family ties wl1ich 
served to relate 11ark Twa.in to the State of Iowa were the 
experiences and the influences that came to him during· his 
own residence at 1fuscatine and particula1·ly at Keokuk. 
At Muscatine, as we have seen, though his sojou1'n was very 
short, he g·ravitated toward those men - Mahin, Burnett, 
and Denison - who would be most likely to influence him 
culturally just at the moment when the tende11cy was strong 
to drift back into the carefree, sloven, frontier-town exist
ence from which he had recently escaped at Hannibal. 
There were, however, in a real sense, no beg-:innings made 
at Muscatine. It is at Keokuk that we find those. It was 
there that he made his fi.1--st after-dinner speech, as a 1"'esult 
of-which he was induced to join a debating class to increase 
his facility as a speaker-- - certainly a begi.nning· for one of 
America's gTeatest public entertajne1"'s. It was there, 
ur·ged on by the hopelessness of prospects with Orion and 
by the stirrings of ambition resulting from his feeling· for 
Annie Taylor, his sweethea1"t at Iowa Wesleyan Colleg·e, 

• 
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that he :first conceived and planned the Snodgrass letters. 
These h1Jmorous travel sketches, despite their crudeness, 
definitely indicate the type of literary effort upon which 
Twain's fame so largely rests. 

FRED w. LOROH 
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