
HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 

At the April meeting of the Howard County Historical Society 
at Cresco, l\1rs. J. H. Howe read a comprehensive sketch of the life 
and activities of George Rogers Clark. At the 1\.Iay meeting, Ruth 
Patterson read a paper on ''Iowa State Parks''. 

On l\1ay 26th the Union County Historical Society held a meet­
ing at Dodge Center church. Paper on subjects of historical in­
terest to citizens of Union County were read by Thomas G. Hamil­
ton, Mrs. George Swan, Grace Harsh, and W. J. Donlin. 

The Appanoose ounty Historical Society sponsored a pageant 
at Centerville on July 4th. Tew officers of the society include Mrs. 
C. S. Hickman, president; H. C. Haynes, vice president; and Mrs. 
F. A. Tu!iller, secretary-treasurer. l\Irs. C. S. Hickman, J. J. 
Frankel, and Dr. l\1ott R. Sawyers were elected members of the 
governing board. 

The 1\1:issouri Historical Society held its annual meeting com­
memorating the Louisiana Purchase on April 30, 1929. Following 
a dinne1<o at the Chase Hotel, a film entitled the '' Spirit of St. 
Louis'' was shown. This film depicts the history of St. Louis from 
its founding to the return of Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh. 

The origin and development of Fletcher College was pictured 
in a pageant given in the colleg·e gymnasium on l\1arch 16, 1929. 
l\Irs. Velma Cross Klopping, a graduate of Fletcher College, was 
the author. The scenes in the pageant presented glimpses of the 
history of the institution from the time the campus was the home 
of the Indian, throl1gh pioneer times, to the camp meeting at which 
the founders of the college plan11ecl ways and means for its support. 

Through the efforts of the Delhi Woman's Club the memory of 
the pioneer editor, J oh11 Lucky 1\IcCreery, l1as been preserved by 
placing a boulder with a bronze tablet on the site of his home at 
Delhi, Iowa. l\fcCreery is remembered especially for his poem, 
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Tliere is No Death,, which he wrote and published "·hile a resident 
of Delhi. Dedication of the marker took place with appropriate 
ceremony on May 30, 1929. The principal address on this occa­
sion was given by Joseph B. ,vinburne, associate editor of tl1e 
Evening Derniocrat, Fort 1\'Iadison, Io"·a. l\Ir. winburne, who 
learned the printer's trade in the office of the Delaware County 
Journal then published by l\Ic reery, gave a history of the poem 
and a sketch of the life of the author. 

The Texas tate Historical Association held its thirty-second 
annual meeting at .Austin on pril 22-23, 1929. The program in­
cluded papers on '' The Powerful Aguayos' ', by Frederick Chabot, 
i'Glimpses of Plantation Life in Texas'', by Abigail Curlee, ''The 
Significance of the Disappearance of the Buffalo from the South­
west'', by C .. Rister; ''Texas Chronicles and Troubadours'', by 
Alex. Dienst; ''Retracing the Steps of Pathfinders'', by Dav·id 
Donoghue; and '' Irish and l\1exican Colonies and the Texas Revo­
lution'', by Harbe1~t Davenport. 

The Fayette County Historical Society was organized at West 
Union on May 24, 1929. The new society plans to collect and pre­
serve objects of historical interest to Fayette County. The follo,v­
ing officers were elected: Mrs. William Larrabee, Sr., Clermont, 
president; E. R. Ballard, West Union, ·vice J>resident; L. G. 11eye1~, 
West Union, secretary and custodian; John Jamison, Oelwein, 
treasurer. A committee consisting of Dr. D. l\I. Parker of Fayette, 
Henry Lauer of Eldorado, J. D. Shaffer of Elgin, Frank amp of 
West Union, and Walter H. Beall of West Union was selected to 
formulate a plan of permanent organization. The board of super­
visors of Fayette County has set aside a large room in the new 
courthouse for the preservation and exhibition of historical records 
and relics. 

The eighth annual summer tour and convention of the Minne­
sota Historical Society was held on June 14 and 15, 1929. Leaving 
the Twin Cities by automobile, members of the Society made stops 
at Henderson, Glencoe, Hutchinson, Forest City, and Litchfield. 
Professor George M. Stephenson of the niversity of Minnesota 
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gave the principal address at Hutchinson on the evening of J u11e 
14, speaking on ''When America Was the Land of Canaan''. 
Other speake1--s were Charles J. Ritchey of Macalester College, Wm. 
v .... Working of Blakeley, i1rs. Pete1~ Rodange of Litchfield, H. I. 
Peterson of Litchfield, Arthur J. Larsen and Verne E. hatelai11 
of the l\Iinnesota Historical Society, and H. L. Merrill of Hutchin­
son. William J. Petersen of Iowa City 1--ead a paper at the 
Hutchinson meeting on '' Early Steamboating on the Minnesota 
River''. 

A conference on the history of the trans-lvlississippi West was 
held under the auspices of the Department of History of the Uni-
1tersity of Colorado at Boulder from June 18 to 21, 1929. Benj F. 
Shambaugh, Superintendent of the State Historical Society of 
Iowa, and E. Douglas Branch, Research Associate, represented the 
Iowa society at the meeting. The programs were built around such 
topics as ''Western l\Iissions'', ''Western Transportation'', and the 
''West in American Literature''. Several round table sessions on 
phases of western history were included. John Carl Parish, form­
erly Associate Editor of the State Historical Society of Iowa, now 
Professor of History at the University of California at Los Angele~, 
contributed a paper on the topic ''By Sea to California''. Louis 
Pelzer, Professor of History at the State University of Iowa, read 
a paper on ''Trails of the Trans-Mississippi Cattle Frontier''. 

The twenty-second annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Hi -
torical Association was held at Vincennes, Indiana, April 25-27, 
1929. The State Historical Society of Iowa was represented at the 
meeting by Benj. F. Shambaugh, Bruce E. l\fahan, and E. Douglas 
Branch. At the opening session of the meeting William J. Peter­
sen, graduate student at the State University of Iowa, read a paper 
on'' Captains and Cargoes of Early Mississippi River Steamboats''. 
At the same session E. Douglas Branch of the State Historical 
Society read a paper on '' Fredericlc West Lander, Scientific Ex­
plorer''. Professor George G. Andrews of the University of Iowa 
read a paper on the '' Use of Historical Sources'' before the History 
Teachers' Section; and at the same meeting, Bruce E. Mahan read 
a paper on ''Teaching State and Local History in the Schools''. 
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l\Ii Bessie L. Pierce of the University of Iowa was secretary of the 
Teachers' ection. Professor Fred A. Shannon, a former student 
at the tate University of Io"ra, was chairman of the program 
committee. 

The thirtieth annual meeting of the Illinois tate Historical 
ociety " ... as held at the entennial l\Iemorial Building at Spring­

field on ]}fay 9-10, 1929. The following papers were read on tl1is 
occasion: '' Indian Diplomacy During the Re,rolution in the West'', 
by Louise Phelps Kellogg; '' The Lincoln of the Biographers'', by 
William E. Barton; '' anitation in an Industrial Community'', by 
l\Iary E. IcDowell; '' Historical Values in the l\Iid-Century Litera­
ture of the l\iiddle West'', by Arthur H. Hirsch; ''Judge William 
Henry Underwood, enator from t. Clair County, 1856-1864 and 
1870'', by Mrs. Iara Halbert eedle ; ''Joseph Joder, chool­
maste1~-Farmer and Poet, 1797-1887'', by Olynthus B. Clarlr; and 
'' The tormy Years of the wedish Colony in hlcago before the 
Great Fire'', by George 1\1. tephenson. The annual address was 
given by President Albert Britt of Knox College, who spoke on 
''Truth Telling, a Difficult and Dangerous Art''. 

This spring preliminary steps were tah:en to effect the org·aniza­
tion of the Iowa historians, an organization to be composed of all 
teachers of history in the universities and colleges of the tate and 
others interested in history. Professor L. B. chmidt of Ameg 
started the movement by correspondence ,vith the history teachers 
of the State. On Saturday, 1\fay 11, at Cedar Rapids after a joint 
ll1ncheon with the Io,va Political cience Association and the Iowa 
.Association of Economists and Sociologists, the historians met 
informally. There were about thirty-five present with W. T. Root, 
Head of the History Department of the University of Iowa, pre­
siding. It was decided to appoint a committee of five to draft the 
plan of organizatjon and to prepare for tl1e meeting next year, in 
the hope that a formal organization will be established. The com­
mittee is composed of Professors 0. B. Clarlr of Drake, E . .1\1. 
Eriksson of Coe, Francis I. l\Ioats of impson, C. E. Payne of 
Grinnell, and J. W. Hoffman of l\forningsic1e. It is hoped that in 
the future the Iowa Society of Historians will meet jointly in thtJ 
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annual meeting with the other groups interested in the social 
studies. 

The first annual meeting of the I owa Political Science Associa­
tion and the twelfth annual session of the Iowa Association o.f 
Economists and Sociologists ,:vere held at oe College in Cedar 
Rapids on l\1ay 10 and 11, 1929. At the same time and place the 
I owa group of the Am erican Association of University Professors 
held its annual conference and historians of Iowa colleges and uni­
·versities came together to effect an org·aruzation. A program of 
1 ound table discussions and formal addresses occupied the attention 
of those in attendance. Several joint sessions of the groups repre­
sented were held. G. H. Von Tungeln of Iowa State College pre­
sided at a joint luncheon on l\Iay 10th. An informal discussion of 
methods of teaching the social studies was contributed by Laetitia 

onrad of Grinnell College, S. L. Chandler of Cornell College, C. 
N. Burrows of Simpson College, and L. E. Garwood of Coe College. 
At a joint dinner that evening, President H. 1\1. Gage of Coe Col­
lege extended a welcome to the visitors and responses were made by 
l\I . R. Thompson of Iowa State Teachers College on behalf of the 
economists and ociologists, by Benj. F . hambaugh of the tate 
University of Iowa on behalf of the Iowa Political Science Associa­
tion, by E. S. Allen of Io,va State College on behalf of the Iowa 
Conference of the American .Association of University Professors, 
and by W. T. Root of the State Uni,,ersity of Iowa on behalf of 
the historians. At the evening session Benj. F. Shambaugh de­
livered an add1"ess on '' Abraham Lincoln - the Statesman of 
Democracy'', and J. L . Palmer of the School of Commerce and Ad­
ministration of the University of Chicag·o spoke on '' Economic an<l 
Social .Aspects of Chain Stores''. On Saturday, Irving B. Rich­
man of lvil1scatine adch·essed a joint meeting of the economists, 
sociologists, and historians on '' The e,v History''. 

The Io\va Catholic Historical Society was formally launched at 
its initial meeting held at St. Joseph's Hall, Columbia College, 
Dl1buque on April 9, 1929. The pu1pose of the society is to collect 
and preserve books, pamphlets, ma1)s, portraits, paintings, relics, 
manl1scri1)ts, letters, documents, and any other material which ma:r· 
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e tablish or illustrate the Catholic history of Iowa, and of publish­
ing such historical material as the society may authorize. Tl1e 
officers of the society are : honorary president, James J. Keane~ 
.t\_rchbishop of Dubuque; honorary vice presidents, H. P. Rohlman, 
Bishop of Davenport, Edmond Heelan, Bishop of ioux City, ancl 
Thomas W. Drumm, Bishop of Des l\Ioines; president, l\Iartin J. 
Wade of Io,va ity; vice president, l\Iajor General l\1athew Tinley 
o:f ouncil Bluffs; curator, the Reverend Lester H. Kuenzel of 
Dubuque; and secretary-treasurer, the Re,1erend F. A. l\Iullin of 
Dubuque. Directors of the new society include: lYionsignor T. ,J. 
1\Ic arty of Sioux City, 1\1. F. Healy of Fort Dodge, Bruce E. 
1\Iahan of Iowa ity, the Ve1'y Reverend J. J. Boylan of Des 
l\Ioines, Fred haron of Davenport, l\1rs. J. J. Fleming of Burling­
ton, John B. Keefe of Sioux ity, Wm. J. l\IcCullough of Daven• 
IJOrt, John E. 1\1:cDermott of De 1\1oines, the Re,1erend C. F. 
Griffith of Davenport, C. r. N ennig of Dubt1que, l\Irs. C. J. Ca J1 
of Anamosa, the Re,rerend l\1aurice Powers of Corning, J osepl1 
l\Ic ormick of Cedar Rapids the Reverend 1\1. 1\1. Hoffmann of 
Dubuque, A. J. Mullarky of Keokuk, T. P. Breheny of Atlantic. 
the Reverend James Greteman of truble, and M. H. Kelly of 
Waterloo. 
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