
HISTORICAL ACTNITIES 

The Oklahoma Historical Society held its annual business meet­
ing at Oklahoma City on January 25, 1928. 

The Michigan History Magazine is offering a two volume set of 
H istoric Mac/f;inac as a prize to the boy or girl who writes the best 
two hundred word letter on '' The Article I Like Best in the 
Michigan History Magazine.'' 

The eighth annual Indiana History Conference was held at 
Indianapolis on December 9 and 10, 1927. A round table dis­
cussion on '' Local Historical Societies'' occupied one session of the 
meeting. The program included an address on '' George Rogers 
Clark and Detroit'', by 1Vf. M. Quaife; a paper on ''The Neighbors 
of Abraham Lincoln in Indiana'', by Mrs. Calder D. Ehrmann; a 
paper on ''The Old New Albany and Salem Railroad'', by Frank 
F. Hargraves; and an address on ''The Early Years of Benjamin 
Harrison at Indianapolis'', by A. T. Volwiler. 

At the annual meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society held 
at St. Paul on January 9, 1928, C. A. Duniway, Professor of 
History at Carleton College, gave the principal address on the 
topic, ''Daniel Webster and the West''. Brigadier General W. C. 
Brown of Denver discussed the subject, '' On the Trail of the 
History of Traverse des Sioux'', and Governor Theodore Chris­
tianson spoke on '' l\,Iinnesota Backgrounds''. Several speakers 
r eported on progress made in local history work in Minnesota. 
Professor Charles J. Ritchey of lVIacalester College spoke on '' Land 
Claim Associations and Frontier Democracy in Minnesota'', and 
Joseph R. Starr of the University of Minnesota discussed '' Some 
Gaps in the History of the Northwest''. 

IOWA 

The Dubuque Historical and l\1emorial Association has been 
organized with l\1rs. Lillian Clark Cary, president; J. K. Demming, 
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vice president; 1irs. H. B. Gratiot, secretary; and R. P. Roedell, 
counselor. 

The J\Iarshall County Historical Society held an interesting 
dinner session in January at which 1Irs. Emily Sellers and L. C. 
Abbott recalled many amusing experiences in the early history of 
lVIarshalltown. J\frs. R. W. Stevens of Albion read a paper a bout 
Mormon Ridge, one of the many places of historic interest in the 

• county. 

The Elizabeth Ross Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution has unveiled a memorial tablet at the grave of J\irs. 
Eliza Carberry Pike at Kirkville, Iowa. Mrs. Pil{e was the daugh­
ter of Joseph Carberry, a soldier in the Revolution. The cere­
mony was directed by Mrs. D. H. Criley, Regent of the Elizabeth 
Ross Chapter. 

The Madison County Historical Society has recently incorpor­
ated under the laws of Iowa. This act gives the association legal 
authority to buy and sell property, accept bequests, and the like. 
The Society has recently acquired a new room in the Madison 
County courthouse where its collections can be exhibited effec­
tively. A complete catalogue of the exhibits has recently been 

• 
completed. 

The James Harlan Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution marked two historic spots at Mount Pleasant on Feb­
ruary 12, 1928. A bronze tablet was placed on the site of the 
first home in J\1ount Pleasant and another on the site where the 
first church se1·vices we1·e held and the first school was taught. 
Miss Mae Felton, Regent of the James Harlan Chapter, had 
charge of the dedicatory services. 

A plate marking the grave of ancy Russell Barker, whose 
father served in the Virginia Line during the Revolution, was 
unveiled at Indianola by the J\iartha Devotion Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution on January 3, 1928. 11:rs. 
Charles G. Saunders of Council Bluffs, State Regent, gave the 
principal address on this occasion. 
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At the ovember meeting of the Howard County Historical 
ociety, J. W. Conway of Elma gave a sketch of pioneer days in 

Afton and Howard townships. John Murtha of Cresco presented 
the Society with pictures and relics of the Civil War from the 
home of the late II. A. Kinne. C. A. Lang of Bluffton presented 
a set of old-fashioned steelyards to the Society; J. H. Craghill 
added an old medicine spoon to the collection and a millstone 
from the old flouring mjll at Spillville. At a subsequent meeting 
James H. Smith gave a review of the historical sketch of Howard 
Center Township written by Laban Rasset in 1877. 

The eighth annual conference of the teachers of history and the 
social studies in the schools and colleges of Iowa and neighboring 
States was held at the State University of Io1'7a at Iowa City on 
February 3, 4, 1928. Claude H. Van Tyne, Professor of History 
at the Unive1·sity of ],Iichigan; William E. Dodd, Professor of 
History at the University of Chicago; J.\,fary S. Gold, of the Univer­
sity Iligh School, Unive1·sity of ],1:innesota; and John A. Kinne­
man, Professor of History at the Illinois State Normal University, 
were speakers on the program from outside the tate. Bessie M. 
Pierce, Clara 11. Daley, and Frederick B. Knight of the University 
of Iowa were the local contributors to the session. 

The annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical Associa­
tion will be held in Des ],t!oines, April 26-28, 1928. Extensive 
preparations for the entertainment of those attending the meeting 
have been made by the local committee headed by Edgar R. Har­
lan of the Histo1--ical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa, and 
0. B. Clark of Dralre University. One session of the program will 
be devoted to State historical ,vork, and another for history 
teachers will deal with the present movement to ''Americanize'' 
the teaching of history. One session will deal with the topic '' Tl1e 
Early West'', anothe1~ ,vith ''The Middle Border'', and a third 
with '' The Last Fron tier' '. 

On February 12, 1928, the Hannah Caldwell Chapter 0£ the 
Daughters of the .American Revolution t1nveiled bronze memorial 
tablets marking three historic spots at Davenport. One of these 
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marked the location of the western end of the first bridge across 
the lVIississippi River; another, the site of the battle of Credit Is­
land in the W a1~ of 1812; and the third, the site of Camp Mc-

lellan, a concentration center for Iowa troops during the Civil 
War. At the exercises dedicating these tablets addresses were 
made by l\Irs. C. G. Saunders of Council Bluffs, State Regent, 
Colonel D. M. King, Commanding Officer at the Rock Islana Ar­
senal, Mrs. L. S. Dorchester, State 1hairman of the Historic pots 
Committee of the D. A. R., and by Harry Downer, local historian. 
The marking of these historic spots was due in no small measure 
to the efforts of Mrs. E. H. Hall, Regent of the Hannah Caldwell 
Chapter. 

TIIE ST A TE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF row A 

Bruce E. lv1ahan, Associate Editor of the State Historical So­
ciety, addressed the Rotary Club of Iowa City on '' Dramatic Epi­
sodes in Early Iowa History'' on December 8, 1927. l\ir. l\1ahan 
gave a similar address before the Lions Club of Iowa City on 
February 15, 1928. 

The Slieepeate1· Campaign, reprinted from the Tenth Biennial 
Report of the Idaho Historical Society, and The Diary of a Cap­
tain, reprinted from the Souve11.ir Book of the Campaign of San­
tiago de Cuba, have been presented to the State Historical Society 
of Iowa by the author, Brigadier General W. C. Brown. 

L eonard Fletcher Parker, a biography by J. A. Swisher, Re­
search Associate of the State Historical Society of Iowa, has been 
distributed by the Society to members and to libraries. A history 
of the Iowa Department of the American Legion by Mr. Swisher is 
ne_aring completion. Thjs is a comprehensive survey of the activ­
ities of the American Legion and its Auxiliary. 

The third annual Iowa History Week, April 16-21, will be ob­
served by women's clubs, junior and senior high schools, service 
clubs, and patriotic organizations throughout Iowa. The idea of 
observing the third week in April as Iowa History Week ,vas in­
augurated in 1926 by the State Historical Society in cooperation 

• 



• 

HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 325 

with the Iowa Federation of Women's Clubs. The purpose o.f the 
movement is to stimulate a greater interest in the history o.f Iowa. 
Through the efforts of the Iowa History Committee of the Feder­
ation, interest in the project became so widespread that it has 
been made an annual event. 

Attention will be centered on the India.ns of Io,va during the 
third Iowa History Week. The February number of Tlie Pal­
impsest, which has been sent to high schools and clubs throughout 
Iowa, was devoted exclusively to articles on this subject. 

A pageant, The Story of tlie Indian, has been published and dis­
tributed by the State Historical Society for use as a high school 
assembly program. 

The State Historical Society and the State University will co­
operate in presenting the following radio program from Station 
WSUI during Iowa History Week : 

Monday, April 16, 5 :30 P. M.-'' Indian Tribes of Iowa'', by 
John E. Briggs, Editor of The Palimpsest. 

Tuesday, April 17, 12 :25 P. M.-''Indian Chiefs of Iowa'', by 
J. A. Swisher, Research Associate, State Historical Society of 
Iowa. 

Wednesday, April 18, 12 :25 P. M.-''The Indian at Home'', by 
Ruth A. Gallaher, Library Research Associate, State Historical 
Society of Iowa. 

Thursday, April 19, 12 :25 P. M.-''How the Indians Lost 
Iowa'', by Bruce E. Mahan, Associate Editor, State Historical 
Society o.f Iowa. 

Friday, April 20, 9 :10 A. 1'1.-(High School Assembly Pro­
gram) ''Indian Amusements'', by Bruce E. Mahan. lYiusical 
numbers by Anne Pierce and Frances Camp. 

Saturday, April 21, 11 :15 A. 11.-''Prehistoric Red Men'', by 
Charles R. Keyes, Director of the State Archeological Survey, 
State Historical Society of Io,va. 

Monday, April 23, at 8 :00 P. M.-'' The West in Song and 
Story'', by Isabel Garland and Hardesty Johnson of New York 
City. 

The fallowing persons have recently been elected to membership 
in the Society: Mr. E. E. Menefee, Hawarden, Iowa; Mr. J. A. 
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,visher, Iowa City, Iowa; Mr. R. M. Hughes, Ames, Io,,·a; Miss 
Cecil Kilgore, Guthrie Center, Iowa; Mr. Otho R. Laird, Nashua, 
Iowa; 1iss Velda l\1ay Nye, Blockton, Iowa; Miss Hazel G. Si­
berts, Cedar Falls, Iowa; Mr. Lial Sutherland, Storm Lalre, Iowa; 
M1·. Miles T. Babb, Cl1icago, Illinois; Rabbi Morton M. Berman, 
Davenport, Iowa; Mr. Joseph H. Bleasdell, Holstein, Iowa; Dr. 
Thos. A. Burcham, Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. H. H. Davis, Iowa 
City, Iowa; Miss Lura B. Diehl, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 1\1iss Lavina 
Dragoo, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mrs. ~Iary J. Fisher, Cedar Falls, 
Iowa ; Dr. Daniel J. Glomset, Des 1\foines, Iowa; Mr. John A. 
Guiher, Winterset, Iowa; Mr. Wilbur H. Hansen, Holstein, Iowa; 
1\iiss Ella A. Harding, 1\1arion, Iowa; Dr. A. S. Hayden, Wall 
Lake, Iowa; Mr. A. R. Helling , Osl{aloosa, Iowa; Mr. F. \V. Hink­
house, West Liberty, Iowa; l\1r. Fred A. Hinrichsen, Davenport, 
Iowa; Mr. Geo. M. Hopkins, Guthrie Center, Iowa ; Dr. G. A. 
Huntoon, Des Moines, Iowa; l\'.Ir. Samuel James, Jr., pringville, 
Iowa ; Dr. G. W. Kester, Grand Junction, Iowa; Mr. Lee Lowen­
berg, Wadena, Iowa; Mrs. William l\Ioore, Davenport, Iowa ; Dr. 
A. C. Page, Des 1\1oines, Iowa; Mr. Dillon H. Payne, Bloomfield, 
Iowa; l\1r. Roswell H. Pickford, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 1\1r. John 
W. Rath, Waterloo, Iowa; Mrs. A. R. Smith, Fort Madison, Iowa; 
Mr. G. W. Stillman, Algona, Iowa; Dr. P. E. Stuart, Nashua, 
Iowa; 1\Ir. B. 0. Tapper, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mr. Otho S. 
Thomas, Rock Rapids, Iowa; Mr. Joel Tuttle, Des Moines, Iowa; 
Mr. Loyd H. Watts, Odebolt, Iowa; and Mr. E. A. Wissler, Car­
roll, Iowa. Mr. Justin Barry of Cherokee, Iowa, has been enrolled 
as a life member. 
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