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EVOLUTION OF THE AGRICULTURAL FAIR 465 

in debt that this property was relinquished to the heaviest 
creditors and the itinerant system resumed until 1904 when 
a final location was made at Det1 .. oit.62 The permanent 
location of the Illinois fair at the capital city was post­
poned until 1894 largely by I'eason of legal incompetc;nce.63 

In nearly all cases the development of the properties thus 
secured necessitated large immediate expenditures for 
buildings and other equipment. County and district organ­
izations, in accord with the spirit and needs of the t1roe, 
were b1'anching out proportionately. 

Essential as these outlays were for th continued prog­
ress of the fairs, they in olved heavy b11rdens in a pe1"iod 
of agTicultl1ral depression. Fairs lil{e all other activities 
dependent upon farmer support were hard hit by the cycle 
of falling prices and :financial depression and added to the 
ab11ormal :financial l1nsettlements were the risks d11e to the 
unce11ainty of fiddle Western weathe1", which often in­
volved serious losses in an undertaking with such heavy 
investments at stake. 64 W 01 .. ld fairs and other special ex­
positions had a generally unfavorable influence upon the 
regt1lar course of agricultural fairs. The unusual attrac­
tions of the national exposition meant suspension or greatly 
lessened support for the State ente1'prise. Often they set 
abnormally high or unsound standards in exhibits and 

62 Report of tl11e Michigan State Board of Agriculture, 1881-1882, p. 530, 

1889, pp. 559- 561, 1899, p. 437, 1905, pp. 549-551. 

63 Transactions of the Illinois State Department of Agriculture, 1871, p. 2, 

1894, p. 5. 

64 Report of the Michigan State Board of Agrioulture, 1874, p. 212, 1875, p. 
487, 1877, p. 650, 1898, p. 710, 1900, p. 408; Eeport of the Iowa State Agri­
cultural Society, 1875, p. 28, 1893, pp. 11, 12, 107, 1896, p. 113; Transaotions 
of the Wisconsin State .Agricultural Society, 1896, p. ii; Hall and Holeombe's 
History of the Minnesota State .Agricultural Society from its Organization in 
1854 to the Annual Meetirig of 1910, pp. 121, 123, 126, 255, 256; Eepo'it of the 
Ohio State Board of Agriculture, 1880, p. 34; Report of the Wisconsin Sta:te 

Board of Agrioulture, 1897-1898, pp. 58, 59. 

• 



amusements. 65 The urban pat1 .. ons, to whom the State fairs 
catered more and mo1 .. e, were somewhat fickle in their sup­
port, and the hig·h p1 .. iced attractions which their taste de­
manded often did not make compensating returns. 66 

Such a combination of unfavorable conditions meant for 
all of the societies a hard strugg·le and for some disaster. 
The Indiana board in 1873 promoted, most inopportunely, 
a special ''exposition''. The ensuing panic cut in half the 
expected attendance and ruined many of the guarantors.67 

The Wisconsin State society, ,vhich could rejoice in its 
sound and flourishing condition at the time of the dedica­
tion of its new gTounds, was eventually bankrupted by the 
undertaking·, and the legislature, after p1 .. oviding for the 

6 5 Centennial of 1876 - Report of the Ohio State Board of .Agriculture, 
1877, p. v; Transactions of the Illinois State Department of .Agric-ulture, 1877, 
p. 7; Report of the Iou:a State .Agricultural Society, 1873, p. 105; Report of 
the Michigan State Board of .Agriculture, 1876, p. 482. 

Ohio Centennial, 1888 -Report of the Ohio State Board of .Agriculture, 1887, 
p. 21. 

World's Fair, Chicago, 1893 - R eport of the Iowa State .Agricultural Soci­
ety, 1891, p. 177, 1892, pp. 109-113, 1893, pp. 11, 12, 1896, p. 89; Transacti(Yll,lJ 
of the Wisconsin State .Agricultural Society, 1894, p. ii; Report of the Mich· 
igan State Board of .Agriculttlre, 1894, p. 510; Transactions of the fllino1s 
State Department of .Agriculture, 1911, p. 438; Hall and Holcombe 's History 
of th,e Minnesota State Agricult11,ral Society from its Organization in 1854 to 
the .Annual Meeting of 1910, p. 246. 

Omaha Trans-Mississippi Exposition, 1898 -Report of Iowa State .Agricul-­
tural Society, 1897, pp. 113, 114, 116, 1898, p. 21. 

St. Louis Exposition, 1904- Iowa Year Book of .Agriculture, 1904, p. 97; 
Report of the Ohio State Board of .Agriculture, 1904, pp. viii, 474. 

66 R eport of the I ndiana State Board of .Agriculture, 1883, pp. 38-42; Re­
port of the Iowa State .Agricultural Society, 1894, p. 9, 1896, pp. 89, 90, 1897, 
p. 113; R eport of the W isconsi1i State Board of .Agric-ulture, 1905, pp. 4, 5, 
1910, pp. 329, 330; Hall and Holcombe's H i.story of tlie Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society from its Organization in 1854 to t lie .Annual Meeting of 
1910, pp. 314, 376; Transactions of the Wisconsin State .Agricultural Society, 
1875-1876, p. 58; R eport of tlie Michiga1i State Board of .Agriculture, 1910, p. 
557. 

67 R eport of the I ndiana State Board of .Agriculti1,re, 1878, pp. 86-88. 
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debt, established a ne,\"' State boa1 .. d.68 The Iowa society, 
after the failure of its fair in 1 94, insisted upon guaran­
tors before undertaking the next year exhibition.69 

11ichigan s :financjal trials have al1·eady bee11 noted. Fairs 
in the otl1e1-- tate ran at a loss in the pa11ic .... ea1·s. Local 
societies \\""ere equally ha1·d hit by the periocl of agTic11l-

tural depression. 
tate aid was soug·ht as ne,T r before, both for tempora1·y 

relief and permanent impro,1 ement. In general tl1e tend­
ency through the period of ha1·d times extending to the 
later nineties vla to tide the societies along by a loan or by 
a partial payment of indel)tedness without making adequate 
pro,Tision fo1 .. the futu1~e. By the beginning of the centu1·y, 
however, more gene1·ous and constructive policies were 
adopted. Lar .. ger and regular' approp1'iaiions were pro­
cu1·ed to car·e for deficits and to extend and enlarge various 
recognized features of the exhibitions.70 Along ,vith this 
increased aid went closer control. The fir st decad s of the 
century mark the creation of tate agTicultural depart­
ments in place of the semi-independent societies 01-- boards 
and the consequent establishment of the State fair as a 

68 Tran.sactions of t71e Wisconsin State .Agricultural Society, 1892, p. 183; 
Report of the W isconsin State Board of .Agrimtlture, 1897-1898, pp. 7-12, 1906, 

p. 314. 

69 Report of the Iowa State .Agricultural Society, 1894, p. 9, 1895, pp. 23, 24. 

70 Report of the Iowa State .Agricultural Society, 1875, p. 30, 1877, p. 531, 
1878, pp. 39, 40, 1880, p. 183, 1886, pp. 54, 570, 1894, pp. 8, 9, 1896, p. 117; 
Iowa Year Book of Agriculture, 1903, p. 77, 1904, p. 98, 1908, p. 138; R eport 
of the Ohio State Board of .Agrimtlture, 1880, p. 34; R eport of the Michigan 
State Board of .Agricult1u,re, 1893, pp. 509, 510, 1901, p 362, 1904, pp. 304, 
305; Transactions of the W i.sconsin State .Agrimtltural Sooiety, 1893, pp 33, 
186, 1895, p. 96; R eport of the Wisconsin State Board of .Agriculture, 1905, 
pp. 5, 6, 1906, p. 314, 1908, p. 346; Esarey 's .A Hi.story of I ridiana from 1850 
to the Present, Vol. II, p. 84 7; Hall and Holeombe 's History of the Minnesota 
State .Agricultural Society from its Organization in 1854 to the Annual Meet-

ing of 1910, p. 159. 
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reg11lar State activity. 71 County fairs we1--e also subjected 
to increased regulations. 

Educational features reflected the new ideas and inter­
ests. Plowing· matches were discontinued. The evening 
discussion meetings declined and could not be revived, and 
the add1--ess was abandoned or given a secondary place, as 
only a speaker of national p1"'ominence could keep the 
crowds from the visual attractions, and even such celebri­
ties not for too long a time. As early as 1864 ''Long· John'' 
W ent"rorth in declining· to address a 1Iichig·an fair pithily 
exp1"essed the attitude of the new generation : '' 11ost soci­
eties have abandoned that part of their early progTamme, 
and I concur in their wisdom. People want to see the show, 
and not to hea1"' addresses. I have had jnnumerable invita­
tions from tates and societies, and have always declined, 
because I have seen how illy able much better men than my­
self have been to compete with the animals that the public 
come to see. '' 72 

During this period the fair s found their chief instruc­
tional opportunities in cooperating with the new educa­
tional agencies. AgTicultural colleg·e exhibits had an ever­
increasing prominence. Farmers' institutes were some­
times conducted during the fair. All departments and 
ag·encies having to do with the industrial interests of the 
State found an opportunity to give their work publicity.73 

11 Wiest 's Agricultural, Organization in th,e United States, pp. 297, 601-611; 
Y earbook of the United States Depart1nent of Agriculture, 1919, p. 500. 

12 Report of tlie Michigan State Board of Agricu1-ture, 1875, pp. 513, 514, 
1879, p. 452; Hall and Holcombe's History of the M innesota State Agricul­
tural Society from its Organization in 1854 to the Annual Meeting of 1910, p. 
279. For a personal experience in 1889, see Garland's A Son of the Middle 
BCYrder, pp. 406, 407. 

1a Report of the Io1oa State Agricultural Society, 1876, pp. 40, 41, 1879, pp. 
102, 103, 1880, pp. 80-82, 1882, p. 336, 1892, p. 127; Iowa Year Book of Agri­
cultitre, 1903, p. 667; Report of tlie Michigan State Board of Agri(J1,l,lture, 
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EVOLUTIO OF THE AGRICULTURAL FAIR 469 

The stock-judging wol .. k was put upon a scientific basis by 
the substitution of expe1 .. t judg·e for the old amateur com-

mittees.74 
On tl1e bo1·derline l)et,veen educational exhibit and pure 

aml1 ement was hor e racing, an activity that in this period 
attained major proportions. During· a g~·eat part of the 
periocl this wa one of the most discussed problems at tate 
ag1·icultu1 .. al con, ... ention, and meeting·s of cou11t).,. f ai1~ asso­
ciations. For years a strong opposition to ho1·se 1"'aci11g· as 
a 1·eg'11lar feature of agTicultural exhibitior1s was main­
tained. It was arg,ied that such displa).,.S "\\1e1·e wholly 
extraneous to the real business of ag1 .. icl1ltu1·e, that tl1ey 
absorbed an undue proportion of premil1m fl1r1cls, clist1·act­
ed attention f1·om the real xhibits, and wo1· t of all, ho1 .. se 
racing inevitably involved jockeving and gambling·.75 

In 1·eply, the defenders urg·ed that the cl '\1 elopment of 
the race horse was a legitimate and important b1·anch of 
stock breeding to be recognized and encouraged tl1e same 
as the other branche · that 1--acing as an att1~action made a 
u11ique appeal to the no1·mally-minded human being and 
,,,,as essential in maintaining the pat1~onage of tl1e exhibit 
a 1 a whole - especiall. the cit~ patronag·e; that tl1e net 

1 i5, p. 404; Report of tlie Wisconsin State Board of AgriC11.lture, 1906, p. 
315; Hall and Holcombe 's History of tlie Minnesota State Agricultural Society 
from its Organization in 18li4 to the Annual Meeting of 1910, p 235. 

74 Report of the Mich,igan State B oard of Agriculture, 1877, p. 497, 1879, p. 
457, 1880-1881, p. 603; Report of the Iowa State Agricultural Society, 1881, 
pp. 222-224; Transactions of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Soc1ety, 1884, 
p. 40, 1887, p. 84, 1889, p. 17 4; Report of the Wisconsin State Board of Agri­

culture, 1902, pp. 349, 350, 1907, pp. 375-394. 

75 Transactio-ns of the W isconsin State Agricultural Society, 1861-1868, p. 
277, 1871, p. 86, 1872-1873, pp. 144, 145; Report of tlie Michigan, State Board 
of Agrtculture, 1867, pp. 267, 268, 376, 377, 1869, pp. 340, 341, 1870, p. 220, 
1872, pp. 82, 83, 1875, pp. 398, 399; Hall and Holeombe's History of the 
Minnesota State Agricultural Society from its Orqanizatlon iii 1851- to the 

Annual Meeting of 1910, pp. 95, 96, 119. 
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cost ,vas low; and :finally that the abuses often associated 
with this instructive sport were not essential to it and by 
proper supervision might be eliminated. Some societies 
acted on the courag·e of thei1· convictions to the extent of 
eliminating the racing premiums temporarily and recog­
nizing speed merely as one element in the I'oad horse '' driv­
en by the o wne1--' '. 

A devise for shifting· the :financial if not the moral r e­
sponsibility was to allow the making· up of so-called '' citi­
zens' premi11ms'' by outside parties. 76 However the over­
whelming popularity of this attendant if not essential 
feature of all agricultural f ai1 .. s finally broke do,vn all oppo­
sition and before long the staid societies were joining rac­
ing circuits and competing for the fullest and fastest cards. 
Indeed the devout conclusion of a report of a racing super­
intendent would seem to indicate the conviction that the 
highest moral sanction had come to attach to this part of 
the annual exhibition: '' There was prompt starting and no 
collisions; Providence favored the entire meeting.'' 77 

The horse race thus secured in this period a permanent 
and prominent place upon the fair progTam, becoming as 
legitimate as stock-judging and, to the average spectator, 
far more attractive. The problem of general amusements 
- an ever changing as well as ever-expanding one - could 

76 Transactions of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society, 1861-1868, p. 
240, 1892, p. 327, 1893, p. 183, 1895, p. 81; RepCYrt of the Wisconsin State 
Board of .Agriculture, 1902, pp. 354, 356, 361, 1906, pp. 317-319; Report of 
the Ohio State Board of Agriculture, 1880, pp. 431, 432; Report of th,e Iowa 
State .Agricultural Society, 1890, p. 599; Hall and Holcombe's History of the 
Minnesota State Agricultural Society fro1n its Organization in 1854 to the 
Annual Meeting of 1910, pp. 119, 277; Twentieth, Century Far1ner, quoted in 
the Iowa Year Boole of .A.grioulture, 1869, p. 358, 1905, p. 1000; Report of the 
Michigan State Board of .A.gric-ulture, 1867, pp. 318, 400, 1869, p. 358, 1870, 
pp. 225, 244, 245, 1875, pp. 424, 514, 515, 1876, p. 483, 1878, p. 478, 1879, p. 
456. 

11 Transactions of the Wi.scon.sin State .A.gricultwral Society, 1895, p. 81. 
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not be disposed of so definitely. In the field of legi.timate 
amusements the period marked a regular progression. To 
the mild and chaste equestrianism was added '' velocopes­
trianism'' to be succeeded by bicycle I'aces, balloon ascen­
sions, automobile races, and, just at the end of the period, 
aeroplane demonstrations. World champion race horses 
like ancy Hanks, Maude ., Jay Eye ee, and Dan Patch 
were hiI·ed for princely sums to race against time. 111 the 
sixties came baseball and especially in the local fairs these 
games remained a permanent att1"action. The most st1'ik­
ing acts of the ci1 .. cus and the hippodrome were int1 .. oduced 
between the heat of th 1,.aces. Freakish and bizarre at­
tractions, like '' locomotive collisions'', we1'e at times re­
s01·ted to to draw a c1'owd. To entertain the city spectator 
night shows were developed in which modern pyrotechnics 
were utilized for spectacular enactments of the fall of 
Pompeii, the bu1 .. ni11g of 11anila, and the sieges of 1Ioscow 
and Po1·t Arthu1... The length ning of the tate fair beyond 
a week presented the problem of a Sunday program. In 
the ea1 .. lier years a sermon by a nationally prominent min­
ister was provided; later an elaborate musical concert, with 
or without a brief address, made the widest popular ap-
peal. 78 

All of these attractions, though in some cases subject to 

7s Hall and Holeombe's HistOlf'y of the Minnesota State Agricultural So~iety 
from its Organization 1n 1854 to the Annual Meeting of 1910, pp 101, 245, 
267, 279, 286, 287, 331, 366, 389; R eport of tlie Indiana State Board, of Agri­
culture, 1869, pp. 101, 247; Report of t71,e Mic1iigan State Board, of Agricul­
ture, 1874, p. 257, 1900, p. 409, 1901, p. 334, 1908, p. 420, 1910, p. 557; Report 
of the Wisconsin State Board, of Agricult,ure, 1905, p. 111, 1906, pp. 5, 6, 1908, 
pp. 3, 6; Report of the Iowa State .Agricultural Society, 1879, p. 101, 1882, p. 
68, 1884, p. 61, 1888, p. 97, 1890, p. 104; Iowa Year Book of Agriculture, 
1904, p. 98; Transaction-S of the W isconsin State .Agricultural Society, 1869, p . 
121; Report of t]l,8 Minnesota State Agrt~ultural Society, 1921, p. 33; R eport 
of the Oliio State Board, of Agriculture, 1901, p. 237; Report of t1ie Wisconsin 

State Department of .Agriculture, 1915-1916, p. 129. 
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criticism as to emphasis and appropriateness, were above 
question morally. There were other features of the fairs 
of the period, however, which could not be given such a 
clean bill. Chief of these questionable or wholly objection­
able excrescences were g·ames of chance, shows and carni­
vals, and the sale of intoxicants. The lowering· of moral 
standards following the Civil War, unduly rapid urbaniza­
tion of the f air--s follo,ving the permanent establishments, 
and the rise of the street ca1--nival and the world's fa.ir mid­
way, along· with the temptation to the manag·ement to profit 
from these questionable concessions, all contributed to the 
demoralizing· commercialization of the agricultural exhibi­
tion. Local fairs followed the State exhibitions in adopting 
these unfortunate innovations as the State fairs did the 
international expositions. The W. 0. T. U. and other reform 
organizations were tireless in bringing these derelictions 
to official attention. State laws g·ave the needed powers 
and the overwhelming sentiment of the fairs' true constitu­
encies broug·ht about such an increasingly effective admin­
istration of the laws that before the end of the period the 
most conspicuous offenders were effectively excluded.79 

It was evident that the old-time cattle show was being de­
cidedly modified by the new conditions and interests, modi­
fied it seemed to some in ways which tended from the true 

10 B eport of the Mic}iigan State Board of Agriculture, 1875, p. 513, 1876, p. 
592, 1877, p. 502, 1878, p. 492, 1879, p. 456, 1880, p. 356, 1881-1882, pp. 605, 
606, 610, 1884, pp. 377-380, 1888, p. 482, 1896, p. 506; Report of the Iowa 
State .Agricultural Society, 1877, pp. 530, 531, 1879, p. 96; Transactions of the 
Wiscon.sin State .Agricultural Soo-iety, 1880-1881, p. 25, 1881-1882, p. 26, 1884, 
pp. 44 - 53, 1888, p. iii, 1896, p. ii; Hall and Holcombe 's History of the Minne­
sota State .Agricultural Society fro1n its Organization in 1854 to the Annual 
Meeting of 1910, pp. 157, 244; Report of tlie Indiana State Board of .Agricu't­
ture, 1872, p. 21, 1877, p. 73; Report of the Ohio State Board of .Agriculture, 
1882, p. 30, 1887, p. 21; Report of the Wisconsin State Board of Agriculture, 
1905, p. 5; The Outlook, November 2, 1907, p. 475; Twentieth Century Farmer, 
quoted in the Io wa Year Book of Agriculture, 1905, p. 999. 
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purpose. The innovations were not made without vigorous 
protests from those who contended for keeping the institu­
tions strictly to their original mission and excluding all 
distractions, whethe1-- in themselves moral or not. Thus the 
secretary of the county fair association of 1ichig·an in the 
early eig·hties vividly pictured the existing· abuses as they 
appeared to him: '' An honest gi"anger, desirous of visiting 
A1--t hall,- mistakes the entrance, and plunges unce1--emoni­
ously into a bear den; or, into the dangerous midst of a 
band of painted, blood-thirsty, scalping savages. Seeking 
to eRcape, he 17.lshes suddenly into the awful presence of the 
'Circassion Beauty', that captivating syren, that has in­
fested agricultural fairs, ever since the birth of the oldest 
inhabitant. Why should these institutions spread their 
tents, and rasp the air with their speeches, tom-toms and 
hand-organs, in the very heart and centre of the fair 

ground.'' 80 

A year later the president of the Wisconsin State fair 
association denounced '' the g·audy shows, gambling devices, 
org·an-gTinding, conjuring, mountebankism and every spe­
cies of graceless vagabond.ism, which we have admitted to 
our grounds, augmenting the inconvenience, confusion and 
discomf 01--t that in some sort is necessarily attendant upon 
our expositions.' ' 81 And at the dedication of the Iowa 
State fair gTounds J. B. Grinnell 8 2 expressed his opposition 
to the new tendencies: ''I would bar the gates forever to 
gamblers, jockeys, whiskey venders, a.nd oleomarg·a1~ine 
frauds, and leave reptilian monsters, with acrobats, pig·­
mies and fat women to the showman, Barnum, Then write 
over your portals, dedicated to art, animal industry and 

80 Report of the Mic7iigan State Board of .Agricultwre, 1881-1882, p. 605. 

81 Transactions of the Wisconsin State .Agricultural Soaiety, 1884, p. 38. 

82 Report of t7ie Iowa State .AgriC'u,ltural Society, 1886, p. 96. 
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agriculture''. These sentiments ,vere reechoed here and 
there throughout the period but with constantly decreasing 
emphasis and volume. 

On the other hand amusements were strongly def ended 
as a necessa1--y and proper part of the modern fair, which 
it was held should be all thing·s to all men - education to 
those who would be instructed, entertainment to those who 
would not, recreation and benefit to all. There were even 
department managers to def end and present a constructive 
view of the fakir himself and to maintain that the ''fakir is 
as essential to the fair as is the fair to the fakir''. 83 

That the northweste1--n fairs, especially the State fairs, 
had departed decidedly from the old ways there could be 
no doubt. In every respect they were bigger, in variety of 
interests and activities they ,vere broader, but as to wheth­
er or not they served their purpose relatively better opin­
ions were bound to differ. Inevitably with the acquisition 
of urban patronag·e and the broadening of the educational 
and recreational interests of the rural constituency the 
exhibitions could not be as strictly and narrowly agricul­
tural and so exclusively didactic. With the radically 
changed conditions of the times comparison of the relative 
merits of the fairs of the two periods is impossible, but, at 
any rate, it is probable that the fairs of the Middle West 
were keeping· more nearly to the appropriate functions and 
spirit of the agricultural show than were those of the 
East.84 

The increase in the number of those attending and the 

as Report of the Wisconsin State Board of .A[iriculture, 1903, pp. 344-348; 
Report of the Michigan State Board of Agriculture, 1899, p. 438, 1901, p. 341. 

84- For a strong indictment of the urbanized State fair based mainly upon 
conditions in the East, see an editorial in The Independent, August 13, 1908, 
pp. 389-391. About the same period '' The Spectator'' in Th,e Outlook, No­
vember 2, 1907, pp. 474-476, described a typical middle western county fair 
in the most laudatory terms. 
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expansion in the activitie of the north,veste1 .. n fairs in this 
pe1·iod necessitated a new basis of inter-fair relationships. 
One of the results of the permanent location of the State 
fairs, as well as of the growth of aspiring urban cent1 .. es, 
was the p1 .. omotion of independent regional ''expositions '', 
thus increasing the number of competing exhibitions. 85 For 
some time the inter-£ air relations remained largely compet­
itive or hostil . There were needlessly conflicting dates 
both ,vi thin and between tates and a failure to cooperate 
effecti,rely in matters of exhibits and other attractions. 86 

The spirit of organized e:ff ort that was developing in every 
line during the po t-belll1m years, however, was refl ctecl in 
the development of inter-fair associations of various sorts . 
Regional circuits avoided costly conflicts in dates and lecl to 
a more effective utilization of exhibits, race horses, and 
special features. 87 

State, county, and district fair associations provided 
clearing-houses for the con ideration of common problems, 
the formulation of policies, and the :fixing of standards.88 

In 1894 the International Association of Fairs and Exposi­
tions was f 01 .. med as a general confederating agency for the 

8 5 For examples see the R eport of the Michigan State B oard of Agriculture, 
1873-1874, p. 152, 1891, p. 408; R eport of the Olito State Board of Agr1e11,lture, 
1878, p. 29; R eport of tlie W isconsin State B oard of Ag1·iculture, 1910, p. 329. 

86 Report of the I owa State Agricultural Society, 1869, p. 89; R eport of tlie 
Indiana State B oard of .11..gricttlture, 1872, p. 28; E eport of the Mich1gan 
State Board of Agriculture, 1873-1874, p. 207, 1875, p. 516. 

81 Report of the I ndiana State B oard of Agriculture, 1881, p. 51, Report of 
the Ohio State B oard of Agriculture, 1884, p. 52; R eport of the I owa State 
Agricultural Society, 1885, p. 582; I owa Y ear Book of Agric-t1,lture, 1905, p 
999; Report of the Michigan State Board of Agrioulture, 18 1-1882, p. 447; 
Transactions of the Wisconsin, State Agricultural Soe1.ety, 1881-1882, p. 26. 

1895, p. 70. 

88 Report of tlie Michigan State Board of Agriculture, 1875, p. 515, 1878, 
pp. 581, 582; R eport of tlie Minnesota State Agricultural Society, 1915, p. 
205, 1920, pp. 214, 215; I owa Y ear Book of Agriculture, 1913, pp. 215 ff. 
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larg·er fairs of this country and Canada.89 Inter-regional 
and inter-State visitations of fair officials became a regular 
practice. 90 In the case of fairs, as of all other corporate 
activities of the period, it was increasingly evident that 
State boundaries were often artificial. Independent asso­
ciations soug·ht inter-State support and State fairs, in a • 
number of instances, were so situated that they regularly 
d1--ew spectators and exhibitors from two or more States. 91 

After about 1910 we are in the period of the present-day 
fair, with organizations and activities reflecting the eco­
nomic, educational, and social conditions of the present. 
The modernizing chang·es that were coming in at the end of 
the previous period are now fully developed. As official 
functions for which the Commonwealth is responsible, 
maintenance of the State fairs is assured. The larger exhi­
bitions are growing to enormous size with total attendance 
records running· to the half million. Elaborately special­
ized grounds and equipment and highly systematized org·an­
ization, with an expert manag·er utilizing· the latest methods 
in publicity promotion are in line with modern business 
efficiency.92 On the other hand a decentralizing tendency 

89 The na.me was later changed to the '' American Association'' and then in 
turn the former designation was restored.- Thirty-Second Annual Meeting of 
the International Association of Fairs and Expositions, 1922, p. 95; Jleport of 
the Wisconsin, State Board of Agricv.lture, 1902, pp. 14, 15, 1910, p. 21. 

90 Jleport of the Iowa State Agricult11,ral Society, 1873, p. 103; Transactio-ns 
of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society, 1874-1875, pp. 33, 34; Report of 
the Wisconsin State Board of Agricult11,re, 1910, p. 23; Iowa Year Book of 
Agricult1.tre, 1909, p. 160, 1910, p. 268, 1911, p. 320 . 

91 For examples see Report of Wisconsin State Board of Agriculture, 1910, 
p. 329. 

92 For the present-day fair, see the current reports of the State agricultural 
departments; proceedings of the International Association; A rnerican City, 
May, 1921, pp. 479, 480; Greater Iowa, July, 1924, April, 1925; Gilbert's The 

· Food Supply of New England, p. 115; Hall and Holcombe's History of the 
Minnesota State AgriCJultural Society from its Organization in 1854 to the 
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ma).,. be noted in the development in 1'ecent years of the 

''community fair'' .93 

Educational activities of Stat and regional fairs and, on 
a smaller scale, of county fairs are abreast of the latest 
developments and inte1'ests. Fa1'm bureau and club exhib­
its, boys' and g·i1·ls' encampm nt and j11dging conte~ ts, 
home economics di plays, health clinjc , visual inst1~uction 
and radio demonstrations, ag·riculiural engineering p1"oj­
ects, as well as a great expan ion an.cl systematizi11g of all 
lines of animal a11d plant exhibits reflect directly tl1e latest 
ideas and tendencies in appliecl science. Aesthetic ii1ter­
est aI·e ministe-red to by little count1'y thea t1"e productions, 
elaborate pageants, operatic stars, and miniature art 

institutes. 94 

Entertainment no-w instead of being tolerated as a neces-
sa1·y evil is regarded as one of th essential features of the 
fai1·, the great ideal of which is a balanced progTam of edu­
cation and entertainment.95 Th amusements provided, i11-
vol,?ing as they do the triumph of modern inventive and 

.Annual Meeting of 1910, p. 390; Tlie Field and Syste1n on tJ1,.e Farni, October, 

1921, pp. 748-754. 

os i\Iorgan 's The Community Fair (Massachusetts Agricultural College Ex­
tension Bulletin, J. o. 27) ; Gilbert's The Food Supply of N e10 England, pp. 

115, 116. 

94 For typical activities and e}..~ress1ons of expert opinion see Report of the 
Wisconsin State Board of Agriculture, 1910, pp. 308, 309, 334, 335; Report of 
the TV1sco,1sin State Department of Agricultitre, 1915-1916, pp. 123, 124, 1921-
1922, pp. 222, 223; Report of the Micliigan State Board of .Agriculture, 1911, 
p. 520; Report of the M1n11esota State AgrtC'Ultural Society, 1915, pp. 15, 16, 
233, 1916, p. 331, 1923, pp. 35, 36, 348; Rub1now's Fa1rs and their Educational 
Value in N ortli Carolina Extension Circular, o. 69, passim. 

915 Report of the Wisconsin State Department of .Agriculture, 1915-1916, p. 
106, 1917-1918, pp. 192, 193; Report of tlie Min nesota State Agricultural So­
ctety, 1913, pp. 230, 231, 1915, p. 244, 1917, p. 237, 1923, pp. 346-348; Rubi­
now 's Fairs and the1r Educational Value in N ortll, Carolina Extension Circnt,lar, 

No. 69, p. 6. 
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manag·erial genius, would have been regarded as miraculous 
by the past generation. Shows and carnivals, while neces­
sitating constant censorship and periodical disciplining, 
have in g·eneral shown a marked trend toward hig·her 
standards. 96 

To secu1--e even a brief hea1,ing· in the midst of such edu­
cational advantages and entertainment enticements the 
speal{er of the present day must be a pe1·son of extraordi­
nary interest - the President, ,rice President, Gove1,nor, 
or a :figure of equal p1,ominence. As one pragmatic county 
fair promoter said : '' I think your speaker is just the same 
as 31our free attraction or your horses or any va.udeville 
show - if you ha \Ten 't g·ot a headliner I don't believe he is 
worth ten cents to you.'' 97 

The larg·e and permanent inflt1ence that agricultu1~a1 fairs 
have come to exert was demonstrated in a striking· way in 
the World War. As soon as war was declared the publicity 
bureau of the American Association of Fairs and Exposi­
tions formulated war service aims fo1, the fairs, and when 
it was widely rumored that, owing to transportation limita­
tions, the government would discourag·e the holding of f ai1"s 
in the fall, the Association met at Washingion in July to 
present their case directly. A subsequent report empha­
sized the fact that the fairs of the country had a combined 

96 Johnson's Crooked Carnivals in The Country Gentleman, April 25, 1925, 
pp. 7, 41; Tliirty-Second .A:nnual M eeting of the International Assoe1at1on of 
Fairs and Expositions, 1922, pp. 12-43, 60-67, 110; Ioiva Year Book of .A.gri­
cultu,re, 1913, p. 331; Report of the Minnesota State .A.gnc;ultural Society. 
1915, p. 13; :Report of the Wisconsin, State Departrnent of .A.gric;ulture, 1915· 
1916, p. 127; Gilbert's Fairs and their Educational Value in North Carollna 
Extensian Circular, No. 69, p. 114. 

01 Report of the Minnesota State Agricultural Society, 1916, p. 289. _.c\.mong 
the speakers secured for north,vestern fairs during the :first quarter of the 
century ,Yere President Wm. H. Taft, W. J. Bryan, Warren G. Harding, 
James M. Cox, Theodore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, and J an1es J. Hill. 
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normal attendance of 32,000,000 and that they provided the 
most effective agency for ,var" pr opaganda, r eaching both 
in nl1ID bers and classes the people that were most needed to 
be lined up f 01 .. war ser,rice. The plans of the fair managers 
were fully endor sed by the Food Admjnistrator, by the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of War, by the 
Council of T ational Defense, and by President Wilson 
''who told the Fair manager .. s that he believed the state 
fairs had a gTeat mission to perform this year in helping 
the government in its food pr .. oduction and conservation 
campaign, and that if the different agenci s of the govern­
ment did not co-operate with the Fairs, to notify him and 

he would see that they did.'' 98 

The tate societies f 01,.mulated elaborate war p1·ograms 
invol,ring stjmulation of p1·oduction, encouragement of con­
servation and the instilling· of patriotism for their own 
exhibitions, and they also worked out similar .. programs on 
a smaller scale for the local fairs .99 The Federal g·overn­
ment, through the infll1ence of the Association, cooperated 
with special war exhibits.100 The fairs in the falls of 1917 
ancl 1918 thllS became war activities. In spite of unusual 
difficulties gTowing· out of abnormally increased costs at all 
points, overcrowded transportation facilities, and the g·en­
er'al unsettled conditions, the wa1' fairs ,vere rema1 .. kably 
successful. At the meeting of the Ame1'ican Association in 
the winter .. of 1917, when forty-six of the fifty-eight mem-

98 Report of t1ie Minnesota State .Agricultural Society, 1917, pp. 18-20. 

90 Report of tlie Minnesota State .Agricultural Society, 1917, pp. 18-21, 289-
291, 1918, pp. 22, 200; Iowa Year Book of Agriculture, 1917, pp 66, 67, 246, 
272, 274-276; Report of t1ie Wisconsin State Department of A gr1culture, 1917-
1918, pp. 190, 191; Rubinow's Fairs and their Educational Value in North, 

Carolina Extension Circular, No. 69, pp. 7-9. 

100 Report of t lie Minnesota State Agricultural Society, 1918, pp. 20, 21; 
Io1va Y ear Book of Agriculture, 1918, p. 297 ; Report of the W isconsin State 

Department of Agriculture, 1917-1918, p. 201. 

I 
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bers we1 .. e r epresented, most of the societies reported fairs 
of reco1·d size and enthusiasm.101 Thus quickly and fully 
mobilizing· their resources for the common cause, the agri­
cultural fairs r endered a unique and hig·hly effective war 

• service. 

At the hig·h tide of ag1."icultural prosperity immediately 
following· the war, in the years 1919 and 1920, agricultu1--al 
fairs r eached the g1.·eatest p1~osperity in their history.102 

The consequent depr ession inevitably affected attendances 
adveT·sely,103 but was not without its compensations, as the 
permanent, seriol1s wo1--k of the fair was maintained while 
some of the spectacular superfluities were largely elimi­
nated.104 The year s of trial in war and reconstruction have 
demonstrated that the modernized agricultural fair, like 
the agTicultural colleg·e, has a definite field and a permanent 

• • m1ss1on. 

EARLE D. Ross 

Io,v A STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND 1!ECHANIC ARTS 

AMES IOWA 

101 Eeport of the Minnesota State A gricultural Society, 1917, pp. 267, 268, 
289, 290; Report of the Wisconsin State Department of .Agriculture, 1917-1918, 
pp. 189, 190, 209; Rubinow's Fairs and their Educational ValJue in North 
Carolina Extension Circu'la.r, o. 69, p. 4. 

102 '' During the past few years the F airs of this country have been riding 
upon a high tide of prosperity, and many conditions indicate that still further 
immediate advancement will be made ''.- Secretary-General Manager of the 
Minnesota State Agricultural Society in R eport of t lie Minnesota State Agri­
cultural Society, 1919, p. 24. '' The year 1920, the banner year with most 
fairs''.- Vice Prem.dent of the Eastern States Exposition in Report of the 
Mi,1nesota State Agricultural Society, 1923, p. 347. 

103 R eport of the Min.riesota State Agricultttral Society, 1921, pp. 31-34, 310, 
1922, p. 38; Iowa Year Book of .Agriculture, 1921, p. 69. 

104 Compare Tlie Field and System on tlie Farm, October, 1921, p. 748. 
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