
THE BEGINNINGS OF DUTCH I11:11IGRATION 
TO I OWA 1845-1847 

The purpose of this article is to describe the circum
stances which induced a considerable number of Hollanders 
to emigrate to America in the summer of 1847 and found 
the Dutch settlement at Pella in Marion County, Iowa. 
This part of the story has never been adequately treated in 
the accounts which deal with the subject as a whole. Fifty 
year s after the Dutch colony began its existence one of the 
pioneers, K. Van Stigt, devoted several pages to this mat
ter in a pamphlet on the history of Pella.1 In the following 
year -1898 - J ohn N ollen, also desiring to commemorate 
the events of which he too had been a participant, pub
lished a small memorial pamphlet.2 

In The Netherlands, J. A. Wormser next turned his 
attention to the ecclesiastical history of the group to which 
his father had belonged and in his Een Schat in .Aarden 
V aten gave a brief account of Henry P eter Scholte and his 
colony at Pella.3 In this work we would naturally expect a 
fuller discussion of the actual conditions which led the 
greater part of Scholte 's congregation at Utrecht, accom
panied by sympathizer s from other parts of Holland, to 

1 Van Stigt's Geschiedenis van Pena, Iowa, en Omgeving, Pt. I, pp. 73, 74. 
The account by Versteeg entitled De Pelgrim TTaders van Het Westen: Eene 
Geschiedenis van de Worstelingen der Hollandesche Nederzettingen in Michigan, 
benevens eene Schets der Kolonie van Pella in Iowa, pp. 11-16, is of a very 
general nature. 

2 Nollen 's De Afscheiding: Een Gedenkschrift, pp. 40-45. 

s Wormser's Een Schat in Aarden Vaten; "De Afscheiding" in Levensbe
schrijvingen Geschetst, First Series, Pt. II; "Door Kwaad Gerucht en Goed 
Gerucht", Het Leven van Hendrik Peter Scholte, pp. 189-301. 
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sail in four chartered vessels to Baltimore in April, 18-:!7. 
His treatment, however, is of a popular nature and there is 
very little attempt made to survey all the accessible data. 
if ore scientific is the work of Jacob "\,ran der Zee which, as 
its title would indicate, begins only ,vith the arrival of the 
H ollanders in this country.4 

The Souvenir History of Pella, Iowa, recently published 
at Pella to celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the town, adds nothing that was not already 
lrnown. 5 Its most valuable feature, no doubt, is the series 
of pictures of the buildings constructed in the pioneer days, 
many of which were built under the influence of Dutch 
architectural ideas and have recently in large p'lrt been 
torn down. Since the earlier aspects of the story are of 
considerable importance for the pioneer history of Iowa, 
it seems desirable to trace these events in greater detail. 

Such an account is made possible by the use of certain 
new sources, the most important of which perhaps are tl1e 
four letters written by H. P . Scholte in 1846 to his friend, 
the noted statesman, Guillaume Groen , .,.. an Prinsterer. 
W ormser did not utilize them fully and they contain mar1y 
valuable data.6 A second source is the very rare pam
phlet, Nieuwjaarsgeschenk,7 published by Scholte at the 
close of 1846, in which he recounted at length the reasons 
for the projected scheme to transport Hollanders to the 
unimproved lands of the United States.8 Still scarcer is 
the pamphlet containing the rules and regulations of the 

4 Van der Zee's The Hollanders of Iowa, pp. 38-46. 

1, A Souvenir History of Pella, Iowa (Pella, 1922). 

s Preserved in the correspondence of Guillaume Groen Van Prinsterer in the 
Royal Archives in The Hague. 

1 New Year's Gift. 

s Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, een Ernstig Woord aan Yorst 

en Volk. 
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emigration society which had been formed in August of 
1846. Adopted at Utrecht on Christmas day of the same 
year, these rules and regulations ,vere immediately printed 
and distributed among the emigrants.9 A translation of 
this rare pamphlet has already been printed in this maga
zine.10 And, :finally, a fuller use of the data preserved in 
Scholte's organ, De R eformatie,11 for 1845 and 1846 has 
made it possible to see the whole movement in its proper 
relation with contemporary events of that day.12 

By 1845 the unfavorable political, social, economic, edu
cational, and religi.ous situation in The Nether lands had 
come to such a pass as to cause considerable worry among 
the more influential leaders of the lower classes.13 In that 
year occurred the disastrous potato_ failure which brought 
want to many a household.14 It was a period of general 
restlessness arising from a variety of changing concep
tions affecting profoundly the very foundations of human 
society. Henry Peter Scholte, pastor of the Utrecht con
gregation of Seceders, like Albertus C. Van Raalte and 
Anthony Brummelkamp at Arnhem, had an intimate knowl-

o Nederlandsche Vereeniging ter Verhuizing naar de Vereenigde Staten van 
N oord-A merika. 

10 Lucas's A Document Relating to Dutch Immigration to Iowa in 1846 in 
THE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XXI, pp. 457-465. 

11 The Reformation. 

12 De Reformatie (A periodical of the Christian Reformed Church), Third 
Series, Pts. I, II, III. The first series of eight volumes was published at 
Amsterdam in 1837 to 1840, and the second, also of eight volumes, from 1841 
to 1845. 

1s A fuller treatment of these matters is being prepared and will be pub
lished shortly. 

14 For the failure of the potato crop during these years see Aardappelmis
oogsten en hun InvloeiL op het Volksleven. L De Aardappelziekte en het 
merkwaardige jaar 1847, door Prof. Dr. R. H. Saltet; II. Aardappeloogst en 
Aardappelziekten door Prof. Dr. Johanna WesteriLijk in Vragen van den Dag, 
Vol. XXXII, pp. 454-466. 
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edge of conditions among the people and a ready sympathy 
with the poor.1 5 It was only natural that such a 
person should concern himself with the advisability of emi
gration to America when the sentiment in favor of this 
project became more and more pronounced. 

The first reference to the subject of emigration that can 
be found in Scholte's works occurs in De Reforinatie for 
October, 1845, and was in response to the many requests 
for his views upon the growing ag·itation in favor of lead
ing the poor to the United States. Scholte, however, had 
not yet made up his mind, but promised to express his 
opinions in a future issue.16 The November number con
tained an announcement concerning the matter. He was 
not at that moment certain that the movement was ad
visable and again postponed his decision which he prom
ised to give in the next number. Nevertheless he gave a 
fore taste of his stand which was later to guide many Hol
landers to Iowa. 

Scholte stated that, under existing conditions, it was not 
at all surprising to find the attention of many people turn
ing to America. Next came the sentiment which ecl1oes 
again and again in his writings throughout the whole of 
the following year. He warned his readers that Christians 
might well test themselves thoroughly before deciding upon 
emigration. "If temporal advantage is the only or most 
important incentive then we can with certainty advise them 
against such a step.'' Before coming to a decision they 
should determine in their hearts whether they were acting 
at variance with the divine command "which is the same in 

15 Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 1846, 
in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 642-671. 

10 De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. I, p. 240. 
Wormser erroneously states that the first notice appeared either in January 

or February, 1846.- Wormser 's Een Schat in Aarden Vaten, First Series, Pt. 
II, p. 189. 
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all lands and under all circumstances 'Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you in due time.' '' It might indeed be possible that Chris
tians would find a freer and more unhampered economic 
existence in America, but it was his opinion that, should 
they do this f rom motives of mere temporal gain and not in 
accordance with what he deemed was the proper sphere of 
Divine Providence in the lives of Christians, they might 
meet with misfortune rather than with advantage. Fur
thermore, it would be wholly contrary to Christian love if 
those who were possessed of some wealth should leave their 
destitute brothers and sisters in the mother country.17 

This attitude so characteristic of the men who stood out 
as leaders of the emigration movement in The Netherlands 
in the fifth decade of the nineteenth century is an interest
ing blend of seventeenth and eighteenth century Calvinistic 
pietism with the revival of Reformed dogmatics. I t 1s, in 
fact, a faint replica of the international Calvinism of the 
sixteenth century. In French speaking lands, where it was 
called the "Reveil", such fig11res as Merle d'Aubigne and 
Vinet were dominated by it. Even Sainte-Beuve fell under 
the spell of its ideas for a brief space. In Holland, where 
it was also called the "Reveil", important literary fig11res 
were seduced by the charm of reviving Calvinistic theolog
ical ideas. Among them were such personages as Bilder
dijk, Da Costa, Cappodose, and Guillaume Groen Van 
Prinsterer. In the University at Leiden the ideas of 
Bilderdijk and Da Costa found flourishing growth among 
a number of students enrolled in the theological f acuity. 
These were Albertu~ C. Van Raalte and Anthony Brummel
kamp, who later directed the tide of Hollanders to 1\1:ich
igan, Van Velzen, Gezelle Van 1\1:eerburg, and H.P. Scholte, 
in whom we are at present primarily interested. 

17 A.ankondiging in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. I, p. 300. 
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This coterie of zealous characters became staunch de
f enders of the traditional faith of a large section of the 
humble folk in The Netherlands. They advocated with zeal 
and fervor the time-honored doctrines taught in the Heidel
berg Confession, and urged a return to the purer standards 
of the Synod of Dordrecht. This led them directly into 
conflict with the organization of the Reformed Church 
which was very much under the influence of the conserva
tive government and generally dominated by a rationalistic 
type of piety, the legacy of the Enlightenment in the pre
vious century. Some of these friends were suspended by 
the ecclesiastical establishment and others could not obtain 
the required permission to serve as pastors of congrega
tions.18 Accordingly, one by one, they de.finitely separated 
or were forcibly ejected from the church of their fathers 
and were henceforth generally known as the ''Seceded'' 
(afgescheidenen), a term often applied in an opprobrious 
sense. 

The gTeat social problems which were beginning to de
mand especial attention toward the middle of the nineteenth 
century also influenced these men profoundly. The new 
conceptions of economics, dominated by the principles of 
laissez faire, could not escape being challenged by the re
viving vigor of Calvinistic dogmatics which envisaged a 
universe governed by a divine and moral law and hence 
sought to set limits to the unbridled individualism of the 
new order. To the men of the "Reveil" and of the "Se
cession'', romantic and benevolent conceptions of duty 
toward fell ow men compelled attention to the great prob
lems of the lower classes. rience the philanthropic en
deavors of men like Heldring, Van Raalte, Brummelkamp, 

1s For the relations of church and state in The Netherlands during this 
period, see Heineken's De Staat en het Kerkbestuur der Nederlandsch-Hervorm
den sedert het Herstel onzer Onafhankelijkheid. 

... 
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and Scholte in furthering all manner of schemes - partic
ularly emigration. 

This Christian conception of the world received strong 
support among the common folk in the countryside.19 It is 
not strange then that the aspirational life of the immi
grants should be largely dominated by these thoughts. 
Even to this day much of the religious life of Protestant 
Hollanders in Iowa, as elsewhere in the United States, can 
only be understood when it is thought of in connection with 
these greater currents of human thought. Probably the 
old pietism was the strongest factor among these immi
grants - many an individual, many a father and mother 
sought the answer to the question whether they should emi
grate in long and earnest prayer.20 

Scholte printed a fuller exposition of his views regard
ing the question of emigration in the January, 1846, num
ber of De Reformatie.21 The problem of satisfying the 
aspirations to religious and educational freed om coupled 
with the pressing difficulty of providing life's temporal 
necessities made Scholte keenly alive to the social problems 
of his people.22 The fact that dissatisfaction with condi
tions in The Nether lands ,vas constantly increasing and 
that many industrious Christians were beginning to leave 
the mother country made action imperative. 23 In this he 
doubtless saw the guidance of God's hand. 

1.9 For pietism in The Netherlands see Goeters' Die Vorbereitung des Pietis
mus in der Ref ormierten Kirche der Niederlande bis zur Labadischen Krisis, 
1670; Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte fur Studierende herausgegeben von 
G-ustav Kriiger, Pt. IV, pp. 27-57. 

For the "Reveil" see Wagenaar's Het "Reveil" en de "Afscheiding". 

20 Van Stigt's Geschiedenis van Pella, I owa, en Omgeving, Pt. I, p. 73. 

21 Een Woord over Landverh1dzing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 
pp. 88-97. 

22 Aankondiging in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. I, p. 300. 

2s Aankondiging and Een W oord over Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, 

Third Series, Pt. I, p. 97, and Pt. II, p. 300. 
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On the continent of Europe the desire to emigrate to 
America was rapidly growing. The question with Scholte 
was "when was emigration justifiable" for Christians with 
whom worldly gain was not the prime motive, but who 
r ecognized as a principle in their lives the words of 11at
thew 6: 33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you.'' He thought that in this connection it ,vas not allow
able to interpret the words of 1Iatthew 10: 23, "But when 
they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another'' too 
narrowly in the sense that a Christian must wait for a 
decision until material conditions had become so serious as 
to compel him to leave. He was also of the opinion that the 
''persecution'' could be interpreted in a very wide sense, 
that is, when the legal obstructions were such as to make it 
impossible to worship God in accordance ,vith His Word 
without violating the laws of the country. On the contrary, 
he thought that emigration in general was not contrary to 
the dictates of Scripture. 24 

Were conditions in The Netherlands such that Chris
tians would have a right to emigrate 1 Scholte at first 
maintained that they were not. True, indeed, it was that 
the government still persisted in treating religious meet
ings of more than twenty persons without special permis
sion of the proper authorities as illegal and hence to be 
dispersed if discovered and the guilty parties haled into 
court. 25 But Scholte thought that this condition resulted 
rather from difficulties in applying the law than from the 
law itself. New churches were at that very moment begun 
without governmental sanction yet they were never inter-

24 Een Woord over Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 
pp. 88, 89, 

2
lj This was in accordance with articles 291, 292, and 293 of the Napoleonic 

P enal Code.-See Wagenaar's Het "Reveil" en de "A.fscheiding", p. 299, 
where the articles in question are printed. 

...__ 
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f ered with. As the law had not changed Scholte thought 
that he detected a change in the attitude of the officials. In 
this matter, he thought, much could also be expected from 
the king's well-known liberality of opinion. 

The Seceders could, like all other subjects of the king, 
secure an improvement in the laws through legally consti
tuted channels. At that very moment the government was 
actually considering a revision of the penal code. If all 
Christians would unite in demanding certain necessary 
changes, much could be accomplished. 26 A recent example 
to this effect could, indeed, be cited. In spite of the legal 
penalties to which Scholte had been repeatedly subjected,27 

he was fully convinced that the law itself was not wrong 
but that it was applied contrary to the constitution and he 
was certain that most jurists would support this opinion.28 

20 Een W oord over Landverhuizing in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, P t. II, 
pp. 90, 91. 

21 The history of Scholte 's early career may be found in the following pam
phlets: Scholte 's Merkwaardig Voorbeeld van kedendaagsche V erdraagzaam
heid van het Nederlandsch Hervormd Kerkbestuur ten Opzigte der Gerefor
meerde Gemeente van Doveren, Genderen en Gansoijen aan derzelver Herder en 
L eeraar ,met eene Inleiding en Narede, 's-Gravenhage 1834; Stukken betrek
kelijk de .Af scheiding der Gereformeerde gemeente van Doveren, Genderen en 
Gansoijen van het Nederlandsch Hervormd Kerkbestuur, 's-Gravenhage 1834; 
Laatste Getuigenis tegen de Lief delooze Handelingen van het zoogenaGMd 
Hervormd Kerkbestuur, benevens eene Opwekking aan de Geloovigen tot .Afzon
dering van eene Dank-, Vast-, en Bededag. Te 's-Gravenhage 1835; Vervolg 
der liefdelooze Handelingen van het zoogenaamd Hervormd Kerkbestuur ten 
Opz igte der Geref ormeerde Gemeente van Doveren, Gender en en Gansoijen 
benevens derzelver Herder en Leeraar . . . , Te 's-Gravenhage 1835; Verde
diging van Conscientie en God.sdienstvrijheid. Twee pleitredenen uitgesproken 
te Utrecht en .Amsterdam. Met de daarbij behoorende vonnissen, Te 's-Graven
hage 1836; Pleitrede in de Zaak van Hendrik Petrus Scholte, . . . uitge
sproken in de teregtzitt·ing van het Hoag Geregthof te 's-Gravenhage, Kamer 
van correctionnele .Appelle~, van den 2 December, 1895, door Mr . .Adriaan 
Willem van .Appeltere, In 's-Gravenhage en te Amsterdam, 1836. To these 
should be added numerous notices in the numbers of De R eformatie, First, 
Second, and Third Series, 19 vols., Utrecht, 1837-1846. 

2s Een W oord over Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 
p. 90. 
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I ntimately bound up with the question of religious liberty 
was the matter of freedom in educational matters. "Chris
tians have a divine callii1g to bring up their children in the 
encouragement to fear and worship God, and since this is 
the principle of education mstruction must needs be in 
harmony ,vith it. " 29 Freedom to realize this, Scholte 
maintained, did exist, because the laws permitted the 
establishment of certain schools which the founders were 
allowed to control.30 I t was true, ho,vever, that the open
ing of free schools, that is, schools free f rom state control, 
was hindered and opposed in many ways, and that this 
oppression was constantly becoming more and more se
rious. Several ineffectual attempts on the part of some 
Christians to start such schools could be cited as proof. 

The opponents of instruction free from state control had 
uniformly used as protest the fear of ultramontanism. 
Scholte held that this was in itself not a valid argument as 
all creeds were on an equal basis before the law. Catholics 
were demanding the same rights that were accorded to 
civil societies and the ultramontane press was demanding 
freedom of instruction, which, he thought, would ultimately 
have to be accorded to them. Protestants, he thought, 
should support the demand of the Catholics freely just as 
they would like to see the same liberties accorded to them
selves. In this respect also important changes could be 
effected if Christians would only act in unison. 

To establish such schools, however, demanded many sac
rifices and even hardships. 11any of those who supported 
the idea, Scholte claimed, did nothing more constructive 
than complain fruitlessly of the unfortunate religious con-

20 See Scholte's Vrijheid van Onderwijs in De R efonnatie, Third Series, Pt. 
II, pp. 113, 114. 

ao Een W oord over Landverhuizing in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 
pp. 91, 92; Vrijheid van Onderwijs in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, p. 
114. 
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ditions in the public schools. '' The matter of Christian 
education in the schools is not yet a thing whicl1 weighs 
heavily upon the hearts of Christians.'' Indeed, their 
lukewarmness was chiefly responsible for this situation and 
as long as they persisted in their ineffective and factious 
criticism the government could scarcely be expected to 
gTant freely what was theoretically accorded them by the 
constitution but never granted as a matter of fact. 11eans 
to secure full religious and educational freedom had, how
ever , not yet been exhausted. And, furthermore, how 
could Christians ever hope to evade such difficulties as 
would naturally be incurred in founding Christian schools 
by emigTating to America7 As long as this situation ob
tained, Scholte felt that they had no real justification for 
leaving the mother country.31 

1Iaterial conditions, however, influenced the question of 
emigTation. Scholte thought that every economic activity 
which was necessary to support human life and society 
came within the province of the Christian religion. Viewed 
in the abstract most occupations are permissible for a 
Christian and had been so ordained of God. To be em
ployed in any one of them is of gTeat advantage to the 
spiritual life: idleness on the contrary is harmful to spir 
itual gTowth of the children of God. The command '' six 
days shalt thou labor and do all thy work" is exactly as 
valid as "remember the Sabbath".32 When a Christian 
found that he could not follow his calling or practice his 
t r ade without violating the dictates of the Scriptures emi
gration would be allowable. And conditions in The Neth
er lands were indeed such that a Christian could not easily 
earn his daily bread without hurting his conscience. Ac-

s1 Een Woord over Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 

pp. 92, 93. 

s2 Christelijke W erkzaamheid in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, p. 99. 
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cording to Scholte83 the laws were responsible for this situ
ation : they allowed the employer to underpay his help, a 
practice wholly contrary to James 5: 4. If a Christian 
found it impossible to provide the material necessaries of 
life because of such conditions, if he appealed to the gov
ernment, pointing out possible improvement but obtained 
no relief, he would then be justified in emigrating to a for
eign land where he might satisfy his temporal needs even 
if the land of his nativity gave him full freedom in religion 
and Christian education. In such cases, however, the com
pelling reason for emigration must always be the seeking of 
God's kingdom and His righteousness. 

Scholte maintained that the '' condition of the mother 
country did not make such an emigration unavoidable, but 
he admitted at the same time that if no changes should 
take place existing conditions might become so serious that 
a Christian would :find it impossible to make a living with
out wounding his conscience. '' To obviate this possibility 
cooperation of all classes would be needed; the Christian 
would have to study labor, agTiculture, manufacturing, and 
economics. Well-to-do and capable Christians could pro
vide opportunities for work and confer with the govern
ment concerning sections where Christian colonization 
might be tried, doubtless along the lines of philanthropic 
endeavor such as Willemsoord. If, however, this should be 
neglected no salvation could be expected in this matter and 
the desire to emigTate would induce more and more to leave 
the country. 34 

33 E en Woord over Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Thi rd Series, Pt. II, 
p. 94. 

Scholte thought that the Pilgrims furnished a remarkable case in point.
See Christelijke W erkzaamheiil in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 104, 
105. 

84 E en W oord over Landverhuizing in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, 
pp. 95, 96, 97. 
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Scholte thought that the vast stretches of heath in the 
country could very well be utilized for the benefit of the 
poor.35 Brummelkamp and Van Raalte, however, saw too 
many practical objections to this project. ''The heath does 
not in the first place belong to us, and even if we had the 
requisite capital to secure title to it, we would not have 
enough to start a costly colony on such land. Whoever is 
acquainted with the heath and its soil knows that a poor 
man cannot begin to tbjnk of such a proposition and that a 
family commanding as much as 500 g11ilders, in the country 
generally regarded of some means, cannot at all hope to 
bring heath into a state of cultivation (we estimate that 
each household will need on the average about 500 guilders 
in order to settle in North America and secure a consider
able amount of good land). Furthermore, the fact that the 
ground will always be merely reclaimed heath and that the 
households which the colony (as e. g. at Willemsoord) set
tles upon such land must pay as much as 1700 guilders and 
cannot even then support themselves without help from 
other sources proves our contention that such a solution is 
impossible. " 36 Under these circumstances it was only 
natural that emigration rather than reclamation projects 
would appeal to the destitute. In fact Scholte did not 
mention the matter again. 

1\feanwhile the zeal for emigration grew apace. Brum
melkamp and Van Raalte were busy perfecting the organ
ization of the society which they hoped would aid many 
needy persons over the sea to America. They were also 
seriously concerned with the problems of the poor whose 
condition had been particularly agg·ravated by the failure 
of the potato crop in 1845. Emigration had actually begun 

35 Christelijke W erkzaamheia in De Bef ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, p. 102. 

36 Brummelkamp and Van Raalte's Lanaverhuizing of waarom bevoraeren wij 
de volksverhuizing en wel naar Noora-Amerika en niet naar Java?, pp. 25, 26. 
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some ti.me before this in that part of Gelderland bordering 
upon Germany. On April 15, 1846, those who were inter
ested in North America met at the home of Reverend 
Brummelkamp in Arnhem and the constitution which had 
been prepared was unanimously accepted. 37 The agitation 
in favor of emigration had become quite general at this 
ti.me, mainly, it appears, in the circles of the Seceders. The 
places where this movement was strong were Winterswijk, 
Varsevelde, Arnhem, Velp, Oosterleek, Zwolle, Hattem, 
Nieuw Leusden, Genemuiden, Zutphen,38 Tubbergen,39 

N oordeloos, Leerdam, Utrecht, and the province of Fries
land.40 

The Seceders in the county of Bentheim in Hanover were 
laboring under the same difficulties and many of them 
finally decided to follow Van Raalte.41 In fact the move
ment was quite common in The Netherlands as may be in
f er red from the fact that nearly all the provinces with a 
strong Protestant population were represented in Van 
Raalte 's settlement in ~1ichigan. Even the Catholics of 
N oord Brabrant were planning to go to America, 42 though, 

87 See Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 
1846, in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 648, 649, 656, 657. 

The clauses of the constitution were translated and printed in Lucas's The 
Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 1846, in the Michigan 
History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 669-674. For the text see Levensbeschrijving 
van wijlen Prof. A. Bru1nmelkamp, Hoogleeraar aan de Theologische School te 
Kampen door zijn jongsten zoon A. Brummelkamp, pp. 205-209. 

88 Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Im1nigration to Western Michigan, 1846, 

in the Michigan HistO'Ty Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 649-655. 

so Schclte 's Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, een Ernstig W oc;rd aan 
V orst en Volk, p. 10. 

40 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 

41 Beuker's Tubantiana. lets over de Regeering in Staat en Kerk van het 
Graaf schap Bentheim, van af de Hervorming tot op onzen Tijd, pp. 61, 62. 

42 See articles on Hollanders in the United States in the Catholic Encyclo
pedia, Vol. VII, p. 394; Theodore J. Van den Broek in the Catholic Encyclo
pedia, Vol. XV, p. 269; Van den Broek 's Reizen naar N oord-A merika. 
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of course, for somewhat different reasons. Under these 
circumstances Scholte could not be expected to persist in an 
attitude of suspended judgment. In January and Febru
ary, 1846, the actual cases of emigTation were compara
tively few 43 but during the next three months the agitation 
assumed such proportions that he was :finally led to come 
out wholeheartedly in support of the movement, especially, 
it seems, when the more wealthy members of his flock began 
to interest themselves in the matter.44 

Scholte at first pondered over the proposal of directing 
the emigrants to some Dutch possessions beyond the seas, 
as for example, Surinam or some of the islands in the East 
Indies.4 5 This idea was first advanced by religious and 
philanthropic leaders of the type of Rev. 0. G. Heldring.46 

A considerable number of these appear to have insisted 
upon this course from patriotic motives. The April num
ber of De R ef ormatie contained an article from Scholte 's 
pen entitled K erk en Staat in which the matter was exam
ined at some length. 

That it would be possible to direct the migration to pos
sessions of the Dutch government in the tropics was beyond 
question. In many respects Borneo was suitable enough 
for them. 1foreover, Holland settler s in that island would 
tend to strengthen Dutch control now that the English 
were r eported as beginning to secure a foothold there. If 
English missionaries could live in this corner of the earth, 
so also could the Dutch. But the fatal objection to the East 
Indies, in Scholte's estimation, lay in the fact that the 

4S Scholte's Een WoorcJ, over Landverhuizing in De Refo,rmatie, Third Series, 
Pt. II, pp. 96, 97. 

« Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer dated May 15, 1846. 
45 Scholte's Beantwoordt dit Tijd.schrift tegenwoordig nog aan deszelfs 

Opschrift? in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, p. 328. 

46 Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 1846, 
in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 649, 650. 

VOL. xxrr-32 
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Dutch government ruled in the same fashion there as at 
home. 

Recently the titular Roman Catholic bishop had expelled 
the priest of the parish at Samarang. This had caused 
considerable commotion and the governor general demand
ed an explanation which the bishop naturally enough 
refused. The recalcitrant churchman was thereupon 
promptly expelled. While a staunch opponent of Catholi
cism, Scholte nevertheless was logical enough when pro
testing against the control of ecclesiastical affairs by the 
state to champion freedom for all, whether the parties 
involved were of his own or of the Catholic fold.47 A 
second instance of a similar nature occurred at about the 
same time and of course confirmed his views.48 Plainly 
the emigrants who wanted to go to the Dutch possessions 
for religious freedom would fare no better in the colonies 
than in the mother country. 

Scholte did not, however, hastily r eject the East Indies. 
In the J\Iay issue of De Ref orinatie there appeared an 
article entitled Opmerking in Betrekking tot de Landver
huizing naar N oord-.Amerika.49 This dealt mainly with 
East Indian colonization and appears to have been the 
result of Heldring's influence. Scholte had already come 
to a definite decision to go to America, 50 but he neverthe
less attended a meeting of many of the ministers and lead
ers of the Seceders and a number of scholars, business men, 
and statesmen at Amsterdam. On this occasion Van 
Raalte and Brummelkamp 51 were eager to have the opinion 

41 Kerk en Staat in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 199-213. 
48 Scholte's Vervolging van de Drukpers in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. 

II, p. 231. 

40 Wormser's Een Schat in Aarden Vaien, Pt. II, p. 190. 

150 Otto G. Heldring, Leven en Arbe-id, p. 131. 
51 Brummelkamp and Van Raalte's Landverhuizing of Waarom bevorderen 

wij de volk.~verhuizing en wel naar Noord-Amerika en niet naar Java?, p. 25. 

..__ 
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of these people concerning the question of emigration to 
America. H eldring now suggested as a possible choice 
either Ceram or Obi whose western sections formed high 
plateaus suitable for the settlement of Hollanders. This 
suggestion appealed to Scholte's love for The Netherlands 
and the House of Orange and he and Heldring were dele
gated to interview the minister of colonies to secure per 
mission to settle somewhere in the Dutch colonial pos
sessions. 52 

The conference was a failure: the government was not at 
all inclined to encourage colonization in its colonial pos
sessions. And it had indeed excellent reasons for r efusing. 
In the previous year three hundred and eighty-four peas
ants had gone with their families from the provinces of 
Holland and Gelderland to Surinam under the supervision 
and at the expense of the state. They had begun a colony 
on the hanks of the Saramacca River where the remains of 
an earlier plantation were located. From its very incep
tion, it seems, this colony was a failure. Eig·ht years later 
not more than fifty-four of the colonists were left : a hun
dred and sixty-nine had departed in discontent, and the 
rest had succumbed to the r igors of a tropical climate.58 

This unfortunate episode for many years prejudiced Hol
lander s and kept them from migrating to the Indies. 54 

Since it was uncertain whether this colony would prosper 
and become independent of state support, the government 

112 Otto G. Heldring, Leven en Arbeid, p. 131. 

58 Van Der Gon Netscher's Emigratie uit Nederland: Kolonisatie met neder
landers in Oost- en W est-l ndie in Bijdragen tot de Taal- Land- en Volkenkunde 
van N ederlandsch-Indie, Third Series, Pt. VIII, pp. 21-23; Amerinus 
Senior's Emigratie van Nederlanders naar onze overzeesche Bezitti,ngen meer 
bepaald naar Suriname, p. 35, and especially Pijttersen 's Europeesche Koloni
satie in Suriname : Een Geschiedkundige Schets, pp. 43-126. 

54 See De V estiging van N ederlanders te Suriname aanbevolen door den Gen
eraal-Majoor R. F. Baron Van Roders, p. 35. 
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was justified, it seems, in not meeting Scholte's and Held
ring's schemes with alacrity. Until the Dutch government 
was convinced that Hollanders could make a living at 
manual labor in equatorial regions it determined to sus
pend all further action. Whenever there should be evidence 
that the experiment would succeed the government de
clared its willingness to consider the proposal of sending 
emigrants to the East Indies. As proof of its sincerity the 
minister stated that an investigation of the case in Surinam 
had already been ordered.55 Under these circumstances 
the advances of Scholte and his friends were bound to meet 
with failure. 

With Scholte the problem of relieving the poor was so 
pressing and the opposition of the government which he 
had experienced on so many occasions was so great that, 
rightly or wrongly, he placed little faith in the minister's 
assertions. The conferences which followed lasted several 
months. Java - especially favored by H eldring56- was 
at once ruled out of consideration because of its very large 
population which would be in danger of being displaced by 
the immigrants although the minister admitted that there 
was much unoccupied land in certain parts of the island. 
Scholte thought that this and similar objections were 
childish and that the government was afraid of the possible 
evil influence of the immi.gTants upon the natives. The 
minister advanced fewer objections to Borneo,57 apparently 
because of the g-rowing· influence of the English on that 

55 See tlie letter from the Minister of Colonies to Scholte, dated The Hague, 
July 4, 1846, and printed in the latter's article, lets over Kolonisatie in de 
Nederlandsche Oost- of West-lndische Bezittingen in De Reformatie, Third Se
ries, Pt. III, pp. 175, 176; and also references to it in Scholte 's Beantwoordt 
dit Tijdschrift tegen1coordig nog aan deszelfs Opschrift?, in De Reformatie, 
Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 328, 329, 330. 

56 Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 1846, 
in the !J,Iichigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 649, 650, 651. 

57 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated May 15, 1846. 
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island. Oeram, inhabited by the fierce Alfurs who aimed 
to keep str angers out of their lands by beheading them, 
and Obi, which had but a scant population, were likewise 
discussed, but with no great favor.58 The minister, how
ever, promised that he would correspond with the governor 
general concerning the advisability of sending emigrants 
to these islands, but made it clear that ,vhile the govern
ment might possibly advance the initial expense of trans
portation and settlement, as well as protection and admin
istration, the colonists would be expected to reimburse the 
state and support themselves thereafter without any 
further :financial assistance. 

I t would seem, indeed, that the government could hardly 
do more than this when one bears iu mind the unfortunate 
situation in Surinam. Convinced of the personal liberality 
and benevolence of the king Scholte addressed a letter 
directly to him on ~1ay 9, 1846, which was answered by the 
minister of colonies on July 4, 1846,59 in a letter which 
repeated in substance the statement that the government 
had made in previous interviews. Scholte was disappoint
ed. There appeared to be no relief from the pressing 
poverty which was quite general in the country and espe
cially acute in Gelderland. E ven the plainest necessities 
of life were hard to secure. 60 

When the attitude of the government had been fully 
ascertained Scholte said to I-Ieldring '' now it is decided, 
we shall leave our mother-country and migrate to Amer
ica.'' 61 Van Raalte now also definitely rejected the East 

Gs Letters from Scholte to Van Prinsterer; Brummelkamp and Van Raalte's 
Landverhuizing, p. 22. 

59 Scholte 's I ets over Kolonisatie in de N ederlandsche Oost- en W est-Indische 
Bezittingen in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 175, 176. 

oo Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated May 15, 1846. 

01 Otto G. Heldring, Leven en Arbeid, p. 131. This conveys the impression 
that the minister gave an abrupt refusal. 
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Indies and soon published a pamphlet in justification of 
their views. 62 This idea more than ever became a popular 
topic of conversation among the Seceders; many deter
mined to go and even those who were possessed of some 
wealth decided to tempt the fortune of the New World. 
Scholte now reverted to the views he had entertained prior 
to the meeting at Amsterdam. To Van Prinsterer he had 
written as early as ~Iay 15, 1846, "after an honest investi
gation of the condition of our Fatherland I can no longer 
oppose the desire to emigrate. '' The refusal of the govern
ment to grant toleration in relig-ious matters and freedom 
in education and the unfortunate economic and social condi
tions made it impossible to resist the movement. 

As compared with the situation in The Netherlands the 
United States afforded a striking contrast, with the spar
sity of its population, the vast stretches of unoccupied 
lands, and complete toleration in both religious and educa
tional matters. 63 Even if the government could cooperate 
in sending the poor to the East Indies what benefit would 
the change give them 1 They would still be exposed to the 
obnoxious inter£ erence of a government which controlled 
both ecclesiastical and educational activities. 64 Some had 
suggested emigrating to South Africa which was largely 
inhabited by the Dutch speaking Boers,65 but Scholte 
pointed out that recent events at the Cape of Good Hope 
were such as to discourage the prospect of settlement in 

62 Brummelkamp and Van Raalte's Landverh1tizing of Waarom bevorderen 
wij de volksverhuizing en wel naar Noord-A.merika en niet naar Java? 

63 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated May 15, 1846. 

64 Scholte's lets over Kolonisatie in de J.tederlandsche Oost• en West-lndische 
Bezittingen in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 177, 178; Scholte's 
Beantwoordt dit Tijdschrift Tegen woordig nog aan deszelf s Opschrift? in De 
Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 328, 329, 330. 

65 Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 1846, 
in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, p. 657. 
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that region by Hollanders who did not want to make war
fare the chief concern of their lives. Under these circum
stances nothing remained but to migrate to the United 
States.66 

Plans to give the emigrating Hollanders intelligent 
direction were at once considered. As early as May 15, 
1846, the rules which were officially adopted on December 
25th were suggested. Scholte wrote to Van Prinsterer that 
'' in North America land is lying idle, there is complete 
freedom of religion and education, indeed if the number of 
emigrants is at all considerable and if they stay together 
and buy some considerable stretch of land, even the control 
of the local government will remain in the hands of the 
colonists.'' 67 In the May issue of De Ref or1natie Scholte 
printed Aanmerkingen in betrekking tot de Landver
huizing naar N oord-Amerika. In this he stated that some 
Christians were busy collecting information about the 
United States which would enable settlers to select fertile 
lands. A small number of persons had left in April to 
make investigations and reports in the interest of those 
who might wish to follow. 

Pending the definite formation of a larger association 
prospective emigrants were advised to write to the manage
ment of De Ref ormatie, to Scholte, or to the Arnhem pas
tors, Bruroroelkamp and Van Raalte. In this way they 
could secure advice and all would be able to cooperate in 
founding a "free Dutch colony" in one of the fertile sec
tions of the United States. Scholte further requested that 
exact information be g-iven concerning the size of the 
family, age and occupation of each member, whether they 
wanted to pay all their expenses, whether they would be 

66 Scholte's Beantwoordt dit Tijdschrift Tegenwoordig nog aan deszelfs 
Opschrift? in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, p. 300, Pt. III, p. 18. 

67 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated May 15, 1846. 
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willing to contribute funds to transport farmers and labor
ers to the new colony, the exact amount of capital which 
each party could place at the disposal of the association 
for the purchase of land, and, :finally, how much each could 
donate. 68 The idea of assisting the emigTants, ignorant 
alike of the English language and American methods, was 
uppermost in the minds of leaders like Scholte. In fact he 
was following exactly the same procedure which the Arn
hem pastors had adopted. 69 

The first published plan of the proposed association is 
found in the June, 1846, number of De R efor1nafie. Scholte 
had received a number of letters from people in various 
provinces who were anxious to emigTate. Some had suffi
cient wealth to pay their own transportation, buy lands 
and star t farming; others had only enough to carry them 
beyond the seas, but all wished to move as soon as possible. 
A very large number had no means whatever and would 
have to be transported entirely at the expense of others. 
One gift of a hundred florins had already been made for 
advancement of the cause. Accordingly Scholte announced 
that a colonization movement of small proportions would 
be launched at once, but that only a few of the needy could 
expect to receive help. I t is interesting to note that the 
majority of the totally destitute were not Seceders. Scholte 
announced that the members of the Seceding churches 
would be the first to receive aid, but should there be funds 
available, other Christians would not be abandoned.70 

Scholte next made the following announcement in De 
R ef ormatie, which was intended to serve as a reply to the 

68 See WormseT's Een Schat in Aarden Vaten, First Series, Pt. II, p. 191. 

60 See Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch I mmigration to Western Michigan, 
1846, in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, p. 671. 

10 Scholte's Aanmerkingcn betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amer
ika in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 355, 356. 
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numerous letters that he had received. (1) It was certain 
that an attempt would be made at colonization. (2) Emi
grants were to make contracts with the families of their 
destitute friends and neighbors by which the latter would 
be bound to work for a period of years at such reasonable 
wages as generally obtained in the United States. For the 
duration of the contract they were to r eceive only enough 
for their support, the remainder to be paid at the expira
tion of the contract after the cost of transportation had 
been deducted. Such parties would then be in a position to 
buy suitable land. (3) Only such as were known to lead a 
Christian life were to be allowed to share in the enterprise. 
(4) The "Word of God" was to serve as sole rule, prin
ciple, foundation, and guide of life and all ecclesiastical 
forms which God had not commanded were to be shunned. 
(5) Scholte could announce that, judging from present 
indications, there would be enough talent among the emi
grants to provide for the religious, educational, and medical 
needs of the colony. ( 6) Lands were to be chosen in a 
section where all the plants common in The Netherlands 
could be grown, such as the various gTains, flax, and hemp. 
Cattle would also be raised, and a certain amount of manu
facturing would be encouraged. The colony was to be 
founded at a location favorable for commerce, and on a 
navigable river. (7) Christians who had money with 
which they wished to purchase lands, but who found it im
possible to leave at once, would nevertheless be allowed to 
make their claims with a view to later emigration. (8) 
Christians who possessed wealth but did not propose to 
emigrate at all, were to be allowed to make contributions to 
aid their destitute brethren in the effort to reach America. 
They could also provide capital which, Scholte maintained, 
was certain to draw interest and prove a valuable invest
ment as the value of land in the United States was ever 
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steadily rising. (9) Parties were urged to provide them
selves with all necessary clothing and implements in The 
Nether lands. One hundred florins were sufficient to cover 
each person's needs in this particular. (10) Land in the 
United States could be bought in sections of six hundred 
and forty acres. An eighth of such a block was amply 
sufficient to provide a living for a large family without 
much self-denial and at the same time furnish enough to 
help support religion, education, missions, and the spread 
of the Gospel. Scholte also stated that it was incredible 
how easily and in how short a space of time one could, with 
moderate application, become prosperous in the United 
States. Even writers like Charles Dickens who found much 
to provoke unfavorable comment, gave abundant evidence 
of this fact. And, finally, he urged all Christians to take 
an interest in the plight of the destitute and to be present 
at a meeting held at Utrecht in August for the purpose of 
formulating the rules of the proposed association.71 

Scholte 's announcement that America was the only pos
sible choice was gTeeted with a hearty response. By July 
thet number of people who had signified their intention to 
emigrate had greatly increased. ~lany of them were naive 
enoug·h to think that charity alone would help them across 
the ocean. Already there were reports of the activities of 
a species of sharpers who sought to exploit the plight of 
the poor emigTants by providing shipping companies with 
passengers for some ":financial consideration. Scholte ex
pressly disclaimed any connection with such practices on 
the part of him~elf or the movement he was sponsoring. 
His own responsibility and that of Van Raalte and Brum
melkamp was limited to statements in De Reformatie.72 

11 Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkeli jk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amer
ika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 356-359. 

12 Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijJc de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amer• 
ika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 62. 



BEGI NNINGS OF DUTCH IMMIGRATION 507 

The instructions in the July issue of this organ covered 
the following points. (1) All letters with postage not pre
paid would be refused. (2) People living at a distance 
from Utrecht were advised to write rather than to come in 
person. Statement of plans and progress could as well be 
made in writing as in personal conference, and the possi-• 
bility of a useless trip thereby obviated. (3) The depar 
ture would not be possible before the following spring, so 
that each could plan his affairs for the winter as usual. 
(4) The attention of those emigrants who were investi
gating locations in America was focused upon I owa, I llinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Texas also was deemed 
worthy of consideration but Scholte was of the opinion that 
the existence of slavery in that State was a serious objec
t ion.73 In other r espects the State was so favored with 
fertile land and accessibility to the sea through its numer
ous river s that colonization in that region might be advan
tageous, he thought. ( 5) Toward the close of the year a 
committee would be dispatched to America to investigate 
the country and the claims of each section. Their r eport 
was to serve as the basis for a definite choice. (6) Such 
per sons as were willing to cooperate ,vere urged to declare 
their intention as early as possible so as to be informed of 
the place and date of the meeting which it was proposed 
should be held towards the close of August. (7) I t was 
pref er able to emigTate in a company rather than individ-

1s The attention of German emigrants had been called to Texas. Glowing 
reports of that State bad been circulated in Germany, and a colony had actu
ally been founded on the Guadaloupe River which received the name of New 
Braunfels.- See Ottomar von Behr's Goede Raad ·voor Landverhuizers naar de 
V ereenigde Staaten van Noord-Amerika ook met Betrekking tot Texas Hoofdza
kelijk voor Landbouwers en Handwerklieden, naar eigen Ervaring geschreven, 
pp. 87-107. This pamphlet, written apparently in 1847 and reprinted in 1849 
with an introduction by 0. G. Heldring, is perhaps typical of the representa· 
tions made. For a full account of this colony see Faust's The German Element 
in the United States with Special Reference to Its Political, Moral, Social, and 
Educational Influence, Vol. I, pp. 490-501. 
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ually. ~Iany Germans had learned this from bitter experi
ence. Hollanders were enjoying a good reputation in 
America, and when a well-ordered colony of N etherlandish 
Christians was founded in America, they would be favored 
above the Germans and the Irish. Haste in departure 
would be fatal. (8) Scholte, finally, had a bit of "weighty 
counsel'' to gi.ve: all those ,vho proposed to emigTate were 
admonished to be '' united in humble prayer to the Lord,'' 
and he again ref erred to 11atthew 6: 33. Divine guidance 
was necessary, he said, and only by seeking God's will in 
this matter could they be successful in an undertaking in 
which not only their own welfare, but also that of their 
children and grandchildren was vitally bound up.74 

In accordance with Scholte 's suggestion a meeting was 
held at Utrecht during August. Representatives from 
various provinces were present in order to report the situ
ation and to help their friends reach a decision as to 
whether or not they should emigrate.75 Seventy families 
of some means, mainly from the province of South Holland, 
determined to go. A number of laborers also announced 
that they intended to go, but while they could pay their 
own expenses, they were not in a position to purchase land. 

The Association was of the opinion that the newer States 
in the ~l ississippi Valley offered the best prospects for 
immigrants. Iowa no,v appeared to be the general choice, 
but inasmuch as there was little positive information con
cerning that region definite decision was reserved until 
further investigation could be made. The members were of 
the opinion that the section to be chosen for the settlement 

74 Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amer
ika in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 62-64. 

1~ According to Cyrenus Cole the '' first meeting of the colonists'' was held 
at Leerdam, in July, 1846, but he gives no indication of the source of this 
statement.- Cole's A Bit of Holland in America in The Midland Monthly, 

Vol. III, p. 117. 
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should offer security - apparently from attacks by In
dians, although this is not definitely stated - healthful 
climate, opportunity for practicing the various branches of 
agricultur e, and, finally, accessibility to markets. Texas, 
it appears, had lost favor. In spite of its several advan
t ages, its backwardness, the untamed Indian population, 
the political situation, and the proximlty to revolutionary 
1Yfexico led the H ollanders to abandon it. '' As it was not a 
chief concern with them to gather up treasure, but rather 
to labor in quiet, to lead a peaceful life and serve God, the 
Lor d, in peace, the general opinion was not in favor of 
Texas. ' ' 76 

In selecting a location for the proposed colony the Asso
ciation agTeed to use the r eport of the H ollanders who 
intended to go to the United States in the imm ediate future. 
As only a limited number of matters could be decided at 
this pr eliminary meeting another was to be convened on 
September 4, 1846, at Utrecht. Scholte announced that 
" no one who was known to be a servant of the world" 
would be toler ated as a member. F urthermore the mem
ber s were not to be bound so far as their religious life was 
concerned by any form of church organization instituted by 
man, but solely by the revealed Word of God. F or this 
r eason Scholte thought that they would agree more fully 
with the policy of the Congregationalists than with that of 
any other body. 

T o his sorrow few of the well-to-do came forward to aid 
the poor in their distr ess. H ence only those who shared 
the r eligious opinions of his followers could hope to receive 
any aid. H e accordingly advised all the needy to make 
their plight known fully to the government whose duty it 
was to gi.ve aid in such circumstances and he announced 

76 Scholte 's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Land1Jerhuizing naar N oord-A 11ier
ika in De B eformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 119, 120. 
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his intention of sending a large number of the letter s which 
he had received from those who ,vere denied the privilege 
of receiving help from the Association to the government, 
with the r equest that some aid be given to these unf ortu
nates. From the proceedings of this meeting it is apparent 
that Scholte easily dominated the movement. The member 
ship of the Association was composed mainly of his follow
ers who were quite generally designated as "Scholtianen" 
throughout the country. This fact also explains the re
markable uniformity of religious conviction among the 
Dutch settlers of P ella. In fact the religious life of the 
present generation of Hollander s in I owa still owes many 
of its characteristic features to these events even though 
many of Scholte 's peculiar tenets have been abandoned. 77 

During the s11mmer and fall, conditions in The Nether
lands did not improve and Scholte accordingly never ques
tioned the wisdom of emigrating. The economic situation 
was as unfortunate as ever and he regarded the future 
with uneasiness.78 Governmental interference with the 
r eligious services of the Seceders continued. A striking 
case was that of Rev. P eter Zonne and ~Irs. J ohanna 
J udith Zeelt, both of Baambrugge. 79 Because the former 
had held a meeting of more than twenty people, and the 

11 Scholte 's .Aanmerkingen betreldcelijk de Landverhuizing naar N oord-.Amer
ilca in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 121, 122. 

Scholte had adopted the principle of Independentism in church organization 
because of his conflict with the synodical organization of the Netherlands Re
formed Church. The July number of De Reformatie contained an article deal
ing with the Evangelical churches in the United States in which the Congrega
tionalists were discussed.- See Scholte's Evangelische Kerlcen in Noord-.Amer
ika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 34-54. 

1s Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amer
ilca in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 122, 123. 

Only about seventy florins had been given thus far. 

10 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer dated May 15, 1846; Scholte's 
Vervolging van Godsdienstoefening in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. I I, p. 
342. 
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latter had allowed her house to be used for that purpose, 
they had been called to account in ~fay, 1846. They per
sisted, however, in their practices and in June were again 
summoned to court. Scholte wrote, "it was the anniver
sary of the victory at Water loo. 11 editating over the 
persecution, founded upon the law of the tyrant over
thrown at Waterloo, we entered the chamber of justice. On 
the preceding day there had been a pageant in the streets 
of Utrecht representing the entry of Philip II who had in 
his foil owing Alva of evil fame." 80 On July 8th Zonne was 
finally found guilty of organizing an ''association'' of 
more than twenty persons and the wido-,v Zeelt was found 
guilty of the crime of lending her home to this purpose. 
Each was fined a hundred florins with costs amounting to 
eight florins and fifty-three cents. Failure to pay the fine 
meant imprisonment. 81 Religious meetings of this sort 
were still treated as misdemeanors in Zeeland. 82 

Toward the king as sovereign head of the state, Scholte 
entertained no bitterness. Of his personal benevolence he 
had already made mention early in the year.83 This con
viction was founded upon actual experience based upon the 
manner in which he had responded to Scholte 's pleas when 
the latter had been named one of a committee named by the 
communes of the southern provinces to do homage to the 
king. On that occasion he broached the matter of freedom 
in religion and education, was granted an audience, and 

80 Scholte's Vervolging van Godsdienstoefening in De Reformatie, Third Se
ries, Pt. II, p. 342. 

81 Scholte 's V ervolging van Godsdienstoef ening in De Reformatie, Third Se
ries, Pt. III, pp. 55-61. For the further history of this case see De Ref ormatie, 
Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 111-118. 

82 Scholte's Vervolging van Godsdienstoefening in De Reformatie, Third Se· 
ries, Pt. III, p. 55. 

83 Scholte's Een Woord over de Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third 
Series, Pt. II, p. 91. 
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left with a conviction that the king meant well.84 On 
11:arch 23, 1841, Scholte had again appealed to him concern
ing the trial which he had to face at Dordrecht on 1I arch 
31st for holding unauthorized meetings of more than 
twenty persons. The response to this appeal was, in 
Scholte 's estimation, favorable enough. The king replied 
that he had recently instigated an investigation of such 
cases in general, and, although the r equest for staying the 
trial could not at that moment be granted, nevertheless in 
case of conviction he would be willing to consider favorably 
his exculpation.85 In 1845 Scholte had occasion to study 
the history of The Netherlands and desired a copy of G. 
Groen Van P rinsterer's .Archives o·u Correspondance de la 
Maison, d'Orange. H e appealed to the king, thinking that 
he would, of course, have copies for distribution. Although 
none of these books were available for general distribution, 
the king presented Scholte with a set.86 These facts, in his 
opinion, were positive proof of his sovereign's good 
intentions. 

During the summer of 1846, however, Scholte became 
convinced that there was a deliberate attempt to isolate the 
king from the public by removing those who dared to tell 
him the truth. H e had, it appears, regularly sent a copy of 
every issue of De R eforrnatie to the king. The 1Iarch 
number contained an article dealing with contemporary 
r evolutionary tendencies. 87 In it Scholte discussed one of 
the chief causes of discontent - state control of religious 
activities - but in every way spoke respectfully of the 
government. A request for an audience with the king was 

84 Scbolte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenlc aan Nederland, pp. 53, 54. 

ss Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenlc aan Nederland, pp. 54, 55. 

88 Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, pp. 55, 56. 
The copy is still in the possession of the Scholte family at Pella, Iowa. 
87 Een Woord over de toenemende revolutionaire Bewegingen in den tegen

woordigen Tijd in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 148-156. 
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refused with the statement that a written communication 
was pref er able. Scholte ascribed this refusal to the influ
ence of the people who surrounded the king. 88 

The April number of De Reformatie contained Scholte's 
observations upon the banishment of Bishop Grooff from 
the East Indies and the government's attitude toward the 
press. 89 A copy of this was also sent to the king whose 
response of May 18, 1846, r evealed dissatisfaction in the 
curt observation that De Reformatie, which had as sub-title 
T ijdschrift ter B evordering van God's K oningrijk in Ned
erland, was beg-inning to occupy itself to such an extent 
with questions of a political nature that it was questionable 
whether this title was wholly justi£ed. Furthermore a 
sharp reprimand was administered in the statement that 
the king could not '' approve the tendency of the editor to 
enter a field in which it could not be said he was well at 
home and that he was consequently in great danger of being 
easily misled. '' 90 

In Scholte 's estimation the matter of emigration was so 
important that on June 15th he again sent a request to the 
king for an audience, enclosing a copy of De Reformatie 
for ~Iay. The king's answer on the 20th requested a writ
ten statement of what was desired.91 In the June number 
Scholte again discussed the necessity of emigration 92 and 
a copy of this issue was also sent to the king accompanied 
by a letter dated July 2, 1846, setting forth fully why a 

88 Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenlc aan Nederland, p. 56. 

89 Scholte's Kerk en Staat, Vitdrijving van den Roomschen Bisschop en vier 
Pristers uit Nederlandsch Jndie in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 
199--213. 

90 Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenlc aan Nederland, p. 57. 

91 Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgesciienlc aan Nederland, p. 58; Wormser's Een Schat 
in Aarden Vaten, First Series, Pt. II, pp. 190, 191. 

02 Beantwoordt dit Tijdschrift Tegenwoordig nog aan deszelfs Opschrift? in 
De Ref orm,atie, Third Series, Pt. II, pp. 319-331. 

VOL. XXII-33 
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personal interview had been pref erred. Scholte stated that 
he had requested an audience merely in the interests of the 
country's welfare and that he had wished to speak person
ally and intimately concerning such measures as could still 
be undertaken. He lamented the fact - as he felt it to be 
- that the king could not be reached effectually in such 
matters except through the regular diplomatic channP,ls 
which tended to remove him from contact with the public. 
The impossibility of providing for the common necessaries 
of life in The Nether lands, the lack of freedom in education, 
and oppressive measures in the matter of religion had led 
him to seek an audience with the king. Scholte stated that 
he was planning to go to the United States later in the year 
to investigate the situation for the poor, and, if the king 
were inclined to grant him audience, he would be prepared 
to state his case fully. The reply to this letter was friendly 
enough and granted the r equest provided Scholte would 
apply for the interview when he was on his way to 
America.93 

Scholte, however, did not ask for this privilege, although 
he had intended to do so be£ ore his departure. The August 
number of his De Reformatie contained an article which 
discussed the future of the country under three heads -
religious, social, and political.94 All difficulties arising 
from the peculiar conditions described under each heading 
could, in Scholte 's estimation, be settled by gTanting abso
lute freedom in religious and educational matters not only 
in the mother country, but also in the colonies. He advo
cated freedom of settlement in the colonies, the abolition of 
various offices, freedom of commerce, and the removal of a 
variety of burdensome taxes. 

os Scholte's NieU1Wjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, pp. 61, 62. 

04 Wat moet er van Nederland worden? in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. 
III, pp. 81-110. 
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Although Scholte expressed the hope that the House of 
Orange would remain an '' ornament in the garden of The 
Netherlands," 95 and in general was thoroughly loyal, he 
felt that these opinions were not entirely acceptable to the 
government inasmuch as the king did not acknowledge re
ceipt of his presentation copy. 96 Nor was the September 
number, containing an article dealing with colonization in 
the East Indies, acknowledged.97 The October issue con
tained a discussion of the speech from the throne and criti
cized its statements concerning the internal conditions and 
foreign relations of the country. This speech had indicated 
no change in attitude toward such problems as the poor, 
education, emigration, opening the Indies to emig·rants, and 
religious freedom.98 No acknowledgment of the receipt of 
this number was made. 99 The next issue criticized the dis
inclination of the government to open the East Indies to 
Christian settlers from Holland. This, Scholte thought, 
was the only way to strengthen N etherlandish control over 
a Mohammedan country. In Scholte 's opinion the colonial 
and home governments sought to restrict the free expres
sion of religion and allowed themselves to be influenced by 
the fanaticism of the Nlobammedans when the question of 
erecting Christian missions arose.100 I-Ie advised Holland
ers to direct their future missionary activities toward the 
United States, where the government never interfered with 

9:i Wat moet er van Nederland worden? in De Refor111,atie, Third Series, Pt. 
III, p. 109. 

96 Seholte's Nieuwjaarsgesohenk aan Nederland, p. 62. 

97 lets O'Ver de Kolonisatie in de N ederlandsohe Oost- en W est-lndische Bezit-
tingen in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 172-179. 

98 De Troonrede in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 238-242. 

99 Scholte's Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, p. 62. 

100 De Regeering en het Mohawmedanisme in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, 
Pt. III, pp. 286-295. 
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such matters. To Scholte's surprise the king ackno,vl
edged the receipt of this number.101 

1Ieanwhile, at the meeting of the committee which had 
been announced for September 4, 1846, important progress 
was made. Twelve sections of land, each containing 640 
acres, were deemed necessary to satisfy the needs of the 
members. The tract of land could be divided into four 
units each so that those who had lived in the same neighbor
hood might obtain lands in the same comm,mity. This was 
no doubt a concession to the wishes of the peasants, who 
had never travelled far from home and disliked to settle in 
a strange environment. The maximum cost was estimated 
at two dollars per acre and this was to be paid out of the 
treasury of the Association. For choice of location they 
were to rely upon the report of a party comprising two 
experienced farmers, a master carpenter, a smith, and 
other workmen who were to leave Rotterdam on the third of 
October, bound for New Orleans whence they were to pro
ceed up the 1fississippi River to St. Louis. Here, it was 
hoped, they would meet Rev. A. C. Van Raalte with his 
band.102 

The names of the purchasers were to be given to the 
United States government, but the actual assignment of 
land was to take place only after the parties had arrived on 
the spot. The Association deemed this measure necessary 
in order to remove from the minds of the United States 
officials any possible suspicion of speculation. A quarter of 
a section - 160 acres - was to be set apart, to be paid for 

101 Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, Naschrift, p. 71. 

102 Scholte 's Aa111nerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhutztng naar N oord• 
Amerika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 182-184. 

Scholte had intended to leave in October, but was prevented by the death of 
his child.- De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 184. For the departure of 
Van Raalte see Lucas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western 
Michigan, 1846, in the Michigan Ilistory Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 660, 661. 
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by all on a pro rata basis and upon this land a village was to 
be constructed at the expense of the Association. This 
village community was to have a house for the physician 
whose services would be necessary from the beginning, a 
schoolhouse, so that the children of the emigTants could be 
kept busy from the moment of arrival, and necessary cabins 
where shelter might be found until the land had been di
vided and permanent homes constructed. The proposed 
town was expected to become the center of the life of the 
Hollanders in America.108 That this conception was drawn 
from the village communities in The Nether lands is at once 
patent, and it is interesting to note that the Van Raalte 
colony in western Michigan also sought to carry out the 
same idea. The question of ecclesiastical affiliation was 
postponed until the time of settlement, although it was 
announced at this time as a statement of principle that the 
Word of God should serve as the sole rule in the religiou~ 
life of the colonists.104 This is undoubtedly the reason why 
no provision was made for either the community church or 
the parsonage. 

Until the actual purchase of land had been made, partici
pation by non-members in the privileges of the Association 
was to be granted to such as wished to settle in the pro
posed colony and such as had some money to loan for the 
purpose of helping needy Christians to the United States. 
Scholte apparently acted as treasurer of this informal As
sociation which as yet had not accepted any definite rules, 
and declared that he would at all times before his departure 

10a Scholte 's Aanmerkingen betrekkeZijk de Landverhuizing naar N o<YT"d· 
Amerika in De Bef ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 183. 

For the plan of Pella, Iowa, as drawn in 1847 see the map in Scholte's Eene 
Stern uit Pella, and Scholte 's Tweede Stem uit Pella, met twee Platen. The 
maps in these brochures are copied from the original surveys. 

104 Scholte 's Aanmerkingen betrekkeZijk de Landverhuizing naar N O<YT"d· 
Amerika in De Beformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 185. 
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be willing to receive money for this purpose, and hold him
self accountable at any moment for its use.105 Scholte 
warned his friends and followers against undue haste; he 
again pointed to the experiences of many Germans who 
complained of the unfortunate treatment which they had 
r eceived from sharpers upon their arrival in America; and 
he urged unanimity of purpose and concerted action so that 
the emigrants might know exactly where they were intend
ing to go and what they expected to do.106 

The zeal for emigration no,v developed with gr eat rapid
ity.107 On October 29, 1846, Scholte wrote to Groen Van 
Prinsterer that a very large part of the Seceders would 
leave the country : in fact most of the people with whom 
Scholte had been working were preparing to emigrate. He 
felt that he would have no field of activity in temporal or 
r eligious matters if he stayed in Holland and it was his 
man.if est duty to accompany them.108 Scholte 's peculiar 
B iblical and eschatolog-ical ideas which were to lead to so 
much discussion later among the H ollanders of I owa and 
still have some influence led him to see the events of the day 

10s Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord
Amerika in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 185. 

106 Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord
Amerika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 186, 187. 

Catholics were planning to settle in Missouri.- Scholte's Aanmerkingen 
betrekkelijk de Landverhuiz ing naar Noord-Anierika in De Reformatie, Third 
Series, Pt. III, p. 243. So great was the general interest manifested in emi
gration that a paper especially devoted to this subject was contemplated.
Scholte 's Aanmerkingen betrekkelifk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amerika 
in De Ref nrmatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 244. Its title was to be De Landr 
verhuizing.- See Lncas's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western 
Michigan, 1846, in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, p. 648. 

101 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated September, 1846. 
On October 28th, a committee from Friesland where Scholte's influence was 

certainly not so strong as in Utrecht interviewed him.-Letter from Scholte to 
Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 

10s Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 
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as the fn lfilment of divine prophecy. Worldliness in The 
Netherlands was so great that God would most certainly 
visit the country with positive manifestations of dis
approval. It was not merely "a fever" as was popularly 
assumed that led a part of the population which still ad
hered to the Christian view of life - as he held it to be 109 

-to forsake the mother country. 
This movement was growing on the continent, and the 

situation in Sweden and in Germany especially attracted 
Scholte 's attention.110 The fact that well-to-do Christians 
did not contribute to help their poor brethren in any way 
touched him deeply.111 Indeed, the agitation in favor of the 
East Indies still continued.112 Heldring, however, had 
come to the conclusion that nothing remained for the poor 
but to emigTate.113 Another meeting of various Christian 
leaders was held at Amsterdam, but nothing was accom
plished as most of them were r eluctant to cooperate with 
the leaders of the Seceders. Heldring was uncertain; he 
approved the emigration but refused to participate ac
tively.114 All efforts to aid the poor would have to come 
from the poor themselves but once settled in the United 
States 115 the emigrants would from time to time seek to 
bring over some of their needy brethren who had been left 

100 Scholte's Volksoordeelen in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 
222-232. 

110 Scholte's Zweedsche Landverhuizing naar .tf,merika in De RefMmatie, 
Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 233-235. 

111 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 

112 Scholte's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijlc de Landverhuizing naar Noord
Amerika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 187. 

11s Heldring's Binnen- en , Buitenlandsche Kolonisatie in betrekking tot de 
Armoede, p. 71. 

114 Heldring's Binnen- en Buitenlandsche Kolonisatie in bet~ekking tot de 
A.rmoede, p. 71; letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 

11s Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 
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behind. Scholte now sought to sell his rights to his monthly 
magazine, De Reforrnatie, and use the proceeds in helping 
the destitute.116 

The months of October and November, 1846, brought no 
change in the situation. The brochure of the first secretary 
of the Belgian Legation at Washington, D. 0., A. Vander 
Straten Ponthos, appeared and a translation was at once 
prepared. 117 The number of people requesting the right to 
join the Association was constantly growing, but as Scholte 
felt that the band to which he belonged was almost large 
enough, he began to advise parties to form other societies. 
Those who held the same religious principles as the mem
bers of the Association were for the present, however, al
lowed to join.118 On the second of October the advance 
group of emigrants who were to investigate the situation 
:finally sailed from Rotterdam to St. Louis by way of New 
Orleans. Hendrik Barendregt, who appears to have been 
the chief figure in this gr oup, wrote a very full account to 
Scholte on December 14, 1846.119 A number of Roman 

116 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated September, 1846; Scholte's 
Aankondiging betrekkelijk dit Tijdschrift in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. 
III, p. 188. 

In this, however, Scholte appears to have failed. The December number was 
printed probably as late as February, and no further issues seem to have been 
printed.-See Wormser's Een Schat in Aarden Vaten, First Series, Pt. II, pp. 
183, 184. 

111 Recherches sur la situation des emigrants aux Etats-Unis de L'Amerique 
du Nord. 

It dealt with the material advantages offered by the western States of the 
United States. The Dutch edition appeared at Utrecht in 1847. 

11s Scholte 's Aanmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar N oord
Amerika in De Ref orrnatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 244. 

110 See Barendregt 's letter, dated St. Louis, December 14, 1846, in De Re
f ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 323-367. 

This has been translated in part by Jacob Van der Zee in The Hollanders of 
Iowa, pp. 339-348. For the names of the people in the party see Van Stigt 's 
Geschiedenis van Pella en Omgeving, Pt. I, pp. 76, 77. 

' 
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Catholics were also actively planning to settle in Mis
souri.120 

About this time there appeared an interesting pamphlet 
from the pen of Rev. 0. G. H eldring in which his statements 
in regard to the growing poverty in The Nether lands ar e 
wholly in accord with what has already been noted above. 
The writer was of the opinion that he himself was not f ree 
to emigTate, and he could not give up his pet desire of see
ing the stream of migrating Hollanders directed to the 
Dutch East Indies, but he now thought that the United 
States offered the best opportunities for them in view of 
the obstacles which made the Indies almost impossible.121 

Scholte discussed this pamphlet in the October number of 
his magazine. Both were agreed upon the desirability of 
migration of Nether lander s to the East Indies and the 
United States, and thought that the indecision and apparent 
incapability to initiate something on the part of the govern
ment or the people, so fatal in the present crisis, was due to 
neglect in preaching the Gospel.122 The address of the 
king, which Scholte discussed in the same issue of his organ, 
showed that nothing could be expected from the govern
ment.128 In the previous month Van Raalte had sailed 
from Rotterdam with his band 124 and many prepared to 
follow him as soon as possible. Practically the entire con-

120 Scholte's A.anmerkingen betrekkelijk de Landverhuizing naar Noord-A.mer
ika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 243; Scholte's Berigten A.an
gaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-A.merika in De Beformatie, Third Series, 
Pt. III, p. 339. 

121 Heldring's Binnen- en Buitenlandsche Kolonisatie in betrekking tot de 
A.rmoede. 

122 Scholte's Boekaankondiging in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 
246-248. 

1"20 Scholte 's De Troonrede in De Ref ormatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 238-
242. 

124 Lucas 's The Beginnings of Dutch Immigration to Western Michigan, 
1846, in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 660-662. 



522 I OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITI CS 

gregation at Utrecht and also those at Leerdam and 
N oordeloos were anxious to go.125 

Opposition in various circles did not deter Scholte and 
his followers. Advocates of the East Indies passed sharp 
judgments and made hostile reflections upon the actions of 
the Seceders. The H andelsblad of Amsterdam published 
some articles dealing with emigration, designed to frighten 
Hollanders out of their resolution to migrate to the United 
States and to direct them to the East Indies. According to 
these articles the emigrant would meet only with '' all kinds 
of misery, poverty and a comfortless death in America." 
Scholte printed an extensive reply to these articles in bis 
magazine.126 He declared that la,vs in America in regard 
to citizenship were mild. There were no such taxes in the 
United States as the ?nouture or abbatage, nor were there 
any taxes upon doors, windows, or chimneys. The immi
grant would not have to give up the habits of a life time to 
earn a comfortable livelihood in America. 1\Ioreover, the 
Association would form a community where Dutch would 
be spoken. "If one pays his annual taxes, lives honestly 
and without arousing dissension, then he will feel that there 
are practically no laws for one does not have to ask when
ever he makes a move whether he is acting in harmony with 
the laws." 

Scholte also stated that some of the members of the 
Association were acquainted with the language, customs, 
and laws of America; in fact many who proposed to leave 
were making some efforts to learn the new language. 
Furthermore, the editor was profoundly ignorant of condi
tions in the western parts of the United States. "If he but 
knew", said Scholte, "the conditions and development of 

125 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated October 29, 1846. 

12s Scholte's Landverhitizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 
301-308. 
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the west, if he only knew that the State of Iowa already has 
several small towns, that one can there find mills propelled 
by steam, wind and water for sawing wood and grinding 
grain, that there are stores in the small towns in which the 
necessaries of daily life needed in converting the wilderness 
into flourishing farms can be readily procured, that there 
is an abundance of gTassland, if he but knew all these 
facts he would certainly not paint such an unfavorable pic
ture of the great unoccupied expanses of the West.'' 127 

The writer of the articles in the H andelsblad stated that 
once settled in the west, the emigrant would hear practically 
nothing of the fatherland and of his connections there. 
This Scholte stigmatized as a lie for many letters had come 
from that regi.on written by very humble folk to their con
nections in The Netherlands.128 In answer to the assertion 
that the immigrant settler would be exposed to the plunder
ing raids of the Indians, Scholte stated that such conditions 
had existed in the previous century, but if the writer had 
any correct information of the situation he should know 
that no one could settle lands which had not yet been sur
veyed and that far beyond the limits of such surveyed lands 
there were stationed the military posts to guard against 
Indian raids. Fugi.tive slaves were less noticeable than the 
numerous beggars in Holland. By exercising a little care, 
it was possible to locate within a few miles of some town 
which had grown up on one of the numerous rivers and 
which was accordingly favorably located for commerce.1 29 

In the critic's estimate the East Indies or West Indies 
were much to be pref erred but so unfavorable was the com-

1.21 Scholte's Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 303. 

12s Scholte's Landverhuizing i n De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 
304, 305. 

Scholte was no doubt thinking of the letters printed in Van Raalte and 
Brummelkamp 's Landverhuizing. 

129 Scholte's Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 305. 
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parison of the two, so grotesque the misrepresentation of 
conditions in the ,vest of the United States that, according 
to Scholte, the most naive reader would have to assume that 
the writer did not intend his objections to America to be 
believed. Themes had of old been treated in a similar man
ner by Erasmus in his Praise of Folly and in 1\farnix de St. 
Aldegonde's B eehive.130 In reply to the cheerless view 
that essential conveniences of civilization were absent in 
these r egions, Scholte asserted that the Association was 
composed of positive Christians and the comforts of reli
gion would assuredly not be absent during sickness or on 
the deathbed. 1f edical care was being provided by the 
Association; complete toleration for religion was the nat
ural order of things in the West; and all groups were 
allowed to organize their own churches. 

:ti.J any other organs, it seems, took up the cudgels against 
emigration. The Staatscourant which represented the gov
ernme11t gave information about a band of emig·rants from 
Tubbergen in Overijssel who had gone to America where 
they had lost ever ything, and finally, in utter destitution, 
had been forced to return to The Nether lands. Another 
article in the H a,ndelsblad was directed against the pam
phlet of Bruroroelkamp and Van Raalte, and against acer
tain Stephan, who, it appears, had been guilty of crooked 
practices with emigrants. Scholte advised writers of such 
articles in all papers to present positive proof of their 
assertions.131 Earnest Christian leaders of the type of , 
H eldring who were determined to stay at home in spite of 
the economic and especially the religious and educational 
questions were issuing· an organ of their own. This 

1so Scholte's Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 306. 
The Kamper Courant also contained articles against emigration.- Scholte's 

Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 301. 

1a1 Scholte's Landverhuizing in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 
307, 308. 
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paper 132 made use of the arguments employed by other 
opponents of emigTation to America, and advocated the 
Indies as a better field. To these Scholte made another 
reply in the December number of his magazine.133 

Emigration on a large scale in fact was still a novelty in 
Holland, and many people naturally were opposed to it. 
Even among Scholte's connections there was opposition. 
His father-in-law, Krantz, who was a member of the Ut
recht congregation, sought to induce his daughter to re.fuse 
to accompany Scholte to America. The quarrel between 
the two became so serious that Scholte refused to receive 
him in his home and on November 30th the matter was 
brought before the consistory of the congregation. J . 
Overkamp, J. Maasdam, and Linderman were appointed a 
committee to intervie--,v Krantz, but to no avail.134 

Final plans for emigration were perfected in December, 
1-846. The Association held a meeting at Utrecht on Christ
mas day and drew up a constitution which contained thirty
£ our articles.135 According to this constitution there was 
to be a board of control composed of four members, a presi
dent, a vice president, and a secretary (Article 2). Mem
bership was restricted to non-Catholics of good character 
(Article 4). The board was to control all business con
nected with the journey, such as chartering ships for the 
passage, control of the emigrants while on the way, collec
tion of dues from the members, and payment of expenses 

132 The title of this magazine was ' ' De V ereeniging 'Christelijke Stem
men' ".- See also Wormser's Een Schat in .Aarden Vaten, First Series, Pt. 
II, p. 183. 

133 H et Tijdschrift '' De Vereeniging'' en de Landverhuizing in De Ref orm0,
tie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 325-331. 

1s-1 Minutes of the Consistory preserved in the church in Utrecht, under date 
of November 30, 1846. 

135 Lucas's .A Doowment Relating to Dutch Immigration to Iowa in 1846 in 
THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XXI, pp. 459-465. 
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(Articles 5 to 12). It also was to choose a favorable loca
tion in the United States, buy the lands desired, provide for 
the material organization of the community, arrange for 
education and medical care, prepare cabins for temporary 
shelter, and lay out the necessary roads, canals, and drains 
(Articles 13 to 19). 

The Association was to have no connection with any 
ecclesiastical matters, which were left to those who wished 
to organize a church (Article 20). This indicates Scholte's 
repugnance of any external control of a religious institu
tion. It must not, however, be inferred that Scholte did not 
expect that most of the membership would retain the same 
point of view in matters of church government in the 
United States as in Holland. Opponents of his independent 
views in such matters were allowed to be members if they 
were of good repute and were not Catholics (Article 4) . 
The Association with its officials was so planned as to con
trol the community even after settlement had been effected. 
The board was to have an option for a period of twenty
four hours upon any parcel of real estate which any 
member might wish to sell during the first ten years after 
settlement (Article 26). I t ,~as even thought that money 
might be borrowed at interest for improvements in the 
colony (Article 27). The board was also to keep account of 
marriages, births, and deaths (Article 28). These rules, it 
will be observed, were the outcome of a good deal of reflec
tion since the previous spring ,vhen Scholte was won over 
to the idea of emig·ration to the United States. It is need
less to state that the meeting acted chiefly in accordance 
with his wishes. 

Active plans for the journey were now begun. The date 
for departure was set as the last of March 186 or the begin-

1as Scbolte's Berigten aangaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Am-erika in 
De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 338. 
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ning of April, 1847. Another meeting of the Association 
was to be held at Utrecht on January 12, 1847, when the peo
ple, who in accordance with Article 3 of the constitution an
nounced their desire to participate in the emigration and 
indicated the amount of land they desired, were to be in
vestigated and possibly rejected in accordance with Article 
4, which excluded Catholics and those whose moral conduct 
was not above suspicion. This meeting it appears was 
actually held, but unfortunately no report of it has been 
preserved. The sums needed for the purchase of land in 
the proposed colony were required according to the consti
tution to be deposited with the board before the :fifteenth of 
1farch (Ar ticle 10) and the sums for travelling expenses in 
J anuary.137 

According to Article 34 all documents in which the Asso
ciation was concerned were to be signed by the president 
and secretary. I t is very unfortunate that the papers con
nected with this episode have been lost or perhaps de
stroyed after the death of lYir. Scholte.138 The money was 
deposited in a handsome iron, box-like safe which was 

1s1 Scholte's Berigten aangaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amerika in 
De BefMmatie, Third Series, Pt. III, p. 339. 

1 ss His death occurred in 1868. Many letters and papers were destroyed by 
his widow shortly after his death. However, among the papers still preserved 
at Pella there was found a small note in the handwriting of H. P. Scholte with 
the following statement: '' Ontvangen van den Heer Hendk:. Christiaan Frank
furth voor aan te koopen land in de Vereenigde Staten van Noord-Amerika de 
somma van vijftig gulden. Utrecht, den 13 Maart, 1847." It is signed "J. 
Overkamp, secretaris, Namens den President, H. P. Scholte." Translated, it 
reads: '' Received from Mr. Hendrik Christiaan Frankfurth the sum of fifty 
guilders for the purchase of land in the United States of North America", and 
the signature, '' J. Overkamp, Secretary. For the President, H. P . Scholte. '' 
On the back of this document appears the following statement, '' I, H. C. 
Frankfurth do hereby acknowledge to have received of the heirs of H. P. 
Scholte, deceased, the sum of twenty-four dollars in full of the amount herein 
named and in consideration of the return to them of this receipt, August 19, 
1874." This is in the handwriting of the late H. P. Scholte and bears the 
autograph "Henry Christian Frankfurth". 
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carried to this country.139 In the week between the tenth 
and seventeenth of December, 1846, Scholte sold his house 
and the church building ''for such a high price that not only 
could the debt be paid, but the needy members of the con
gregation for the greater part helped over to the United 
States.'' The small number remaining ,vere already nego
tiating for another place of worship.140 Question at once 
arose as to who should be allowed to share in this money. 
One member, a woman, appeared before the consistory on 
December 14th and claimed this privilege. As her husband 
was not a member of the congTegation '' and according to 
certain reports is a lazy, worldly man, and in addition to 
this, that her oldest daughters do not conduct themselves in 
the best manner and hence cannot be regarded as bearing 
the name of members of the congTegation,'' it was decided 
that they were not entitled to a share in the money for 
transportation. The consistory now decided to draw up a 
list of members in view of the fact that this action was 
applicable to others as well.141 

In the next meeting, on the evening of December 21st, 
there was further discussion touching a number of persons 
who had likewise never shown any particular zeal as mem
bers of the congTegation.142 This action on the part of the 
consistory appears to have at once caused some misunder
standing and criticism. I t was maintained that it had been 
stated from the beginning that the needy families of the 
congregation were to be helped over to America with the 
money derived from the sale of the church building and that 
it had .u.ot originally been stated that the members alone 
would be helped. These critics desired that the consistory 

1s9 Still preserved in the Pella National Bank. 

140 Letter from H. P. Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated December 17, 1846. 

141 l\1inutes of the Consistory for December 14, 1846. 

142 Minutes of the Consistory for December 21, 1846 . 

• 
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should be guided by the prior statement because many a 
family in which there was no Christian mother would 
otherwise be left behind, and many a Christian parent 
would not want to leave his unbelieving children. Scholte 
was not at the meeting when this matter was discussed, 
and the decision was postponed until he could be present, 
but the matter does not appear to have been discussed in 
subsequent meetings. On January 11, 1847, another appli
cant for aid to emigrate was rejected on account of lack of 
evidence of Christian conduct. Both elders of the congre
gation with most of the members were planning to leave, 
and accordingly on the first of February it was decided 
that their successors should be chosen. This was done on 
February 8, 1847.143 

The December, 1846, number of De Ref ormatie appeared 
late and contained a report of the proceedings of the meet
ing held in Utrecht on Christmas day, 1846. Scholte also 
announced on this occasion that the committee of the Asso
ciation under the leadership of Barendregi had arrived at 
New Orleans on November 19, 1846.144 Information had 
also been received of the arrival of a party of Gelder landers 
who appear to have had no connection with the emigrants 
from Arnhem.145 Rev. A. 0 . Van Raalte had also arrived 
at New York on November 18, 1846, according to a letter 
from '' one of the brethren'' at New Y ork.146 This person, 
undoubtedly none other than Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff, helped 
Van Raalte exchange his Dutch for American money. 

Van Raalte then hurried toward Wisconsin, for the 

14s Minutes of the Consistory for December 28, 1846. 

144 Berigten aangaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amerika, pp. 338-340. 

145 Berigten aangaande de Lnndverhttizing naar Noord-A1nerika, p. 339. 

146 Berigten aangaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-Amerika, pp. 339, 340. 
Dr. Henry Beets argues that the arrival occurred on the 17th.- See Beets's 

Van Raalte's Arrival Seventy-five Years Ago in The Banner (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan), November 10, 1921. 

VOL. XXII-34 
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season was late and the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes 
would soon be frozen over. At Albany a society had been 
formed to care for the immigrants as they passed through 
that city westward.147 This was really a committee of the 
Second Reformed Church of Albany of which the well 
kno-wn Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff was then pastor.148 He had 
published notices concerning the immigration from Holland 
in The Christian Intelligencer of New York. Among these 
was the letter carried by the families of Arnoud and 
Kronkelenberg who had left Arnhem on }.lay 28, 1846.149 

The December number, which proved to be the final issue of 
De Ref orrnatie, contained as its last item Barendregt 's let
ter written at St. Louis on December 14, 1846.150 

The project of emigration was well under way, and the 
problems connected with the immediate followers of 
Scholte seemed to be settled. The organization had been 
planned carefully; the Hollanders had learned from the 
experiences of many Germans before them. Thus the poor 
would be helped, and all would be able to stay together, and 
form a comm,mity where they could find religious freedom 
in a land where the government did not regard ecclesias
tical mattrrs as a branch of its ordinary duties. 

On December 17, 1846, Scholte wrote what appears to 
have been his last letter in Holland to his friend Guillaume 
Groen Van Prinsterer. In this he again gives evidence of 

141 Scholte's Berigten aangaande de Landverhuizing naar Noord-A1nerika, 
pp. 339, 340.- See also Dosker 's Levenschets van Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, D. D., 
p. 68. 

us Corwin 's A Manual of the Reformed Church in America, 1682-1902 
(Fourth Edition), pp. 922-924. 

14s See Lucas 's The Beginnings of Dutch Irnmigration to Western Michigan, 
1846, in the Michigan History Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 657, 658. 

HO Brief uit Noord-Amerika in De Reformatie, Third Series, Pt. III, pp. 323 
(wrongly paged as 355)-367. 

Translated extracts of this letter were published by Jacob Van der Zee in 
The Hollanders of Iowa, Appendix A, pp. 339-348. 
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the pain he felt in leaving the land of his birth, but reiter
ated the reasons why such a move was necessary. He was 
looking· forward to the settlement in the West of America 
where he could continue to minister to the religious needs 
of his followers. Gradually they could bring over more and 
more of the destitute people whom they could not now take 
with them. He even imagined that he might :find oppor
tunity to preach to German and French immigrants.151 He 
also announced the speedy appearance of his pamphlet, 
Nieuwjaarsgeschen,k aan Nederland in \vhich he again ex
plained all the reasons which impelled him to leave.152 

At this point our account must close. The data necessary 
to recount fully the steps taken by the Association in prepa
ration for their voyage and the chartering of vessels 
appear to have been lost. The journey to the United States, 
the choice of a location on the prairies of Iowa, and the 
founding of P ella have already been described in detail.15" 

HENRY s. LUCAS 

SEATTLE WASHINGTON 

151 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated December 17, 1846. 

1:;2 Letter from Scholte to Van Prinsterer, dated December 17, 1846. 
The title of the pamphlet was Nieuwjaarsgeschenk aan Nederland, een 

Ernstig W oord aan V orst en Volk. The proceeds of this pamphlet were to be 
used for spreading the Gospel in the new colony in America. 

111a Van der Zee's The Hollanders of Iowa. 
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