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TR VELLI GO THE 1 DERGROU D RAILROAD 
I IOWA 

Although slave1-.y was much discu sed in Iowa p1 .. ior to 
tl1e ivil Wa1· the people l1e1 .. e came in di1 .. ect contact with 
the institution only along· the I\Iissou1--i borde1--. Here came 
the fug·itive slav , endeavo1--ing· to escape f1--om bonclag;e, 
and the slave o,vner or his 1·ep1 .. esentative i11 p11rsuit of the 
fleeing· chattel. To assist a slave to escape f1 .. om his lawful 
O\vner was contrary to the law of the U11ited States and .. 
any one found g·t1ilty of thi so-called c1·ime was subject to 
a heavy fine or imp1--iso11ment. Thus it happened that to 
many of the settle1 .. s in southern Iowa there came this p1 .. ob­
lem. hould they a sist the sla,re and thus ,riolate the laws 
of the nited tates or 1 .. eturn the fug·itive to his maste1 .. , 

For some this choice had no difficl1lties; they felt t11at 
slave1--y was a justifiable if not a necessary institution and 
the 1·etu1--n of an escaping· slave was to them the plain duty 
of a law-abiding citizen. The holc1ing of slaves, in their 
opinion, was not inconsistent with hig·h standa1 .. ds of moral 
or I"eligion. 

This opinion was doubtless st1--eng-thened f 01 .. many of the 
Iowans along· tl1e borde1-- by thei1· obse1 .. ,ation of slave1·y as 
it existed in I\Iissouri. ompa1"ed with the far South where 
the lemoralization due to sla,Te1·}r had become much mo1·e 
evident and the slave power-- dominated the chu1·ch as ".,.ell 
as the State, the condition of the slaves in Missou1 .. i did not 
arouse g1"'eat opposition to the institution. As a r11le sla, ... es 
in Iissou1 .. i were t1 .. eated -with humane conside1·ation; and, 
occasionally, some slave owner would become conscience 
stricke11 and free his slaves, g·iving· them homes in a f1 .. ee 
State. Child1·en of the maste1-- and the children of sla,7 es 
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played together in their childish sports. laves we1 .. e often 
allo,, ... ed a tract of land on which to I"'ai e a ma1·ketable c1·op, 
tl1e p1--oceeds of ,,Thich they could use at thei1· O\Vn clisc1·e­
tio11. laves and slave masters attenclecl the same cht1rch, 
listenecl to the same se1--vices, and wo1· hipped th same 
God. The cong1--eg·ation was di,Tided, however, the ma te1· 
and thei1" familieu occup ing one side of the church and the 
ser, ... ants the other. It ,va ometime saicl tl1a t the slave 
and thei1-- fami lie fo1--med the most g·aily d1·es ed po1·tio11 of 

the cong1 .. eg·ation. 
But the1·e \\Ter--e othe1· settlers along· tl1e southe1·n l)oun­

cla1•3r of Io,va " ... ho ,, ... ere 01Jposed to sla, ... e1·} ... , whether· tl1e 
co11clition of the sla ,Te was good 01~ bacl. o st1·011g· ,,Tas 
their· opposition to the in titution tl1at, thot1gh tl1ey ,ve1·e 
law-abiding citizens, they felt that obedience to the fug·iti,te 
sla,·e law ",.as a violation of the la,v of God and acco1·cli11g·ly 
refused to assist in the 1·eturn of fug·iti,re sla, ... es. Incleecl 
ma11y actively aided the colo1--ed fugiti,.,.e , 1·islring a1·1"'e t 
and punishment f 01· the sake of conscience. They ag1·eed 

"rith \Vhittier whe11 he ,rrote : 

Than ga1·bled text or parchment la,, 
I own a statute higher; 
And God is true, though e, .. ery book 
And eve17 man's a lia1' ! 

Pa1·tly because of its geographic position and pa1·tl~ ... be­
cause of the news which percolated th1·ough sla,re ci1·cles 1n 
niissouri that the1 .. e were f1·iends in Io,v-a wl10 ,vould assist 
them, 1 .. unaway sla-ves f1·om 1\1issou1·i ,ve1~e f1·equently een 
in southern Iowa. The o,vners ki1ew that a slave who dis­
appea1--ed had probably c1'ossed the line into Io,,Ta a11d ad­
,re1,tisements offe1 .. ing 1·ewards for the 1·etu1--n of fug·iti,Te 
slaves were frequently printed. The f ollo,ving adve1·tise­
ment ,vhich appeared in the Keokitk Argiis in 1846 is ty1Jical 
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of those which so aroused the opposition of anti-slavery 
settlers in southern Iowa: 

Run away on Sunday the thirty first of l\Iay 1846 from the 
subscriber, living in Waterloo Clark o., l\Io., a negro w.oman 
named Lucy about 36 years old, very stout and heavy made, very 
black, ve17 large feet and hands, had on when she left a blue 
calico dress and a sunbonnet, no other clothing. It is believed 
that she will be conducted to the territory of Iowa in the direction 
of Keosauqua or beyond that place to a settlement of free negroes 
that was set free by :Th1eirs living in Tully, Lewis Co., l\Iissouri 
some years ago. Any person apprehending said slave and return­
ing her to me, or securing her so that I can get her again I will 
pay a liberal reward and pay all r easonable expenses. Give infor­
mation to Daniel Hines, Keokuk, or James T. Death, Farmington, 
Iowa. 

JOHN T. DE.ADMAN. 

P1"ior to the activity of John B1 .. own in Iowa the chief 
centers of anti-slavery sentiment in Iowa and especially of 
opposition to the return of fug·itive slaves to their master--s 
were Salem, the Quake1 .. settlement, and Denma1~k, the ew 
Eng·land villag·e set down in Iowa. 

SALEM 

Salem, the center of Quakerism in southern Iowa, was 
first settled in 1835 when Isaac Pidgeon with his family 
crossed the Mississippi River to find a home in the unknown 
prairies to the westward and finally ended his search on 
what is now known as Little Ceda1-- Creek, in Salem To,vn­
ship, Henry County, Iowa. 

The new settler was a member of the Society of Fr--iends, 
commonly called Quakers, and he l"eported to his acquain­
tances in the East the richness of the Iowa territory and the 
advantag·es of the beautiful Black Hawk Purchase as a 
home. In the spring of 1837 he was joined by the families 
of Reuben, Henry, and Abraham P. Joy, Gideon, Stephen, 
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and Thomas F1 .. azie1--, Thomas ook, and Levi Commack, 
also Quake1--s. Being· well g1 .. ounded in the faith of their 
ancestors, they soon org·anized a meeting· ,vhere they could 
assemble and worship in their 0\vn peculia1· ways. Salem 
being thus founded became the lecca of all emig1'ant 
Quake1'"s who c1·ossed the great ri,Te1 .. into southe1·n Iowa. 

The Ql1akers we1·e a peace-loving people and generally 
engag·ed in the pursuits of agricultu1·e. ettlements ,ve1·e 
made and meetings established in seve1·al places around 
Salem. ome four miles to the northwe t was Cedar 1·eek 
meeting · to the south was hestn11t Hill· ,vl1ile to the east 
in what is now Jackson To,vnship was the me ting· of East 
Grove. In Lee County at a point about eq11ally distant 
from Salem and Denma1 .. k was established the meeting of 

ew Garden, which played an jmportant pa1·t in the ,~{01·k-
ing of the so-called Underground Railroad. 

1Iany of these Quakers or their ancesto1·s bad first settled 
in North Carolina, where they came into actual contact with 
sla,.,.ery, an institution that was obnoxious to the soul of all 
ardent Quaker s, whose cardinal faith was the love of jus­
tice and equality among men. To free themselves from this 
unwholesome environment, the Quakers emig1·ated to Ohio 
and Indiana, and thence to the f1·ee, open prairies of Io,va. 
The knowledge of slavery acquired by actual contact made 
the Quakers of Salem the natural enemies of the slavehold­
ers of the adjoining State of 1fissouri and it was difficult 
for them to restrain their indignation at the institution. 

It may seem strange to many that such law-abiding, 
peace-loving people should be found boldly and persistently 
violating the laws of the land. A knowledge of some of the 
fundamental principles of the Friends, howeve1·, will ex­
plai11 this seeming contradiction. '' The one co1·ner-stone of 
belief upon which the Society of Friends is built'', says one 
,vrite1--, '' is the con"\""iction that God does indeed communi-

• 



422 IOWA JO R.1. TA_L OF HI TORY A1 D POLITICS 

cate with each one of tl1e spirits He has made, in a di1·ect 
ancl li,,.i11g· i11br·eatl1i11g· of some measu1·e of the br·eath of His 
o,vn life; that He ne,,.er lea, ... es Himself without a witness in 
the hea1--t a well as in the urrouncling·s of man''. On this 
theme of the '' inne1· light' William Penn w1·ote : ''That 
" .,.hich the people called Qiiake,4 s lay clown as a main fl1nda­
me11tal in relig·ion is this -Tlzat God, tliroi1gli Clz,~ist, liatli 
lJl ace{l a 1:;rirtciz:;le i1i eve,·y 11ia11, to i1if or1ri lzi,n of liis ditty, 
a12d to e12able lii1n to do it; a1id tliat tlzose tlzat live itp to tliis 
p1"i11 ciple are tlze people of God, a1zcl tliose tliat live i·ri dis­
obeclie12ce to it, a,·e 11ot Gael's z:;eople, iclzateve,4 1ia11ie tliey 
11iay bear, or professiori tliey 1riay 11ial\Je of 14 eligio,i.'' 

The reade1 .. can now ee that l1pon this p1·i11ciple of the 
'' inner· light'' the Quake1 .. relied fo1· g·uida11ce. He clid not 
ca1"1'}7" his Bible into tl1e pl1lpit 01 .. 1 .. ead tl1e sc1·iptures in his 
pl1blic wo1·sl1ip : the Bible hacl bee11 l1anded doW11 th1 .. oug·h 
the ha11d of ma11 a11cl mig·l1t co11tain tl1c impe1·fections of 
ma11 but the message 1·eceiv·ed by c1i1--ect commu11ion with 
the Holy Spi1·it wa al,,7a)'"S t1·ue and 1·ig·hteol1s altog·ether. 
Relyi11°· on this p1·inciple the Quake1· were often broug·ht 
into co11flict with the 1'ules e tablished by society and the 
statute la,vs e11actec1 by the go,1 e1·nment . Fo1 .. this they 
were ofte11 pe1· ecuted, banished, and sometimes hanged; 
but they pe1 .. sisted in thei1· ways and quietly st1ffe1--ed perse­
cutions fo1-- conscience sake. As every hl1man being·, of 
whateve1-- ex, race 01~ to11gue, possessecl the '' inner lig·ht' ', 
every pe1 .. son stood on an exact equality in the sig·ht of God. 
Acting· on this tho11g·ht, the Quaker 1·efused to 1·emo,,.e his 
hat in the presence of cou1·t 01-- ki11g, p1·iest 01· potentate, 
because this ,vould be an act of servility; he ne, ... e1· ad­
c1ressed a11otl1er as '' l\lister ( maste1·), f 01~ this implied 
superio1--ity in the one and ser·vility in the otl1er; he never 
acld1·essecl another as you'', for this was the language of a 
se1•,yant to his 101 .. d . He l1sed the ,vords 'thou'' and 'thee'' 
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wl1ich sig'11i:fi.ecl equality amo11°· men. The 1 .. eacler can read­
il~.. see f 1--om these pr cept " .. l1y tl1e Q11al~e1· , of all men, 
,,·e1 e Ol)P08ec1 to bonclage or la,Te1'}.,.· 

F1·om tl1is founclatio11 p1--inci1Jle of the '' inner li0·ht' was 
cle, ... lo1Jecl a11othe1 .. 1)1--ecept 01.. te tjmo11y ' a the Qt1ake1--s 
called it. They ref11.._ eel to bea1· a1--ms e, .. e11 in ,,Tar 01· engage 
iI1 per 011al combat. This p1--inciple of no11-1 .. esi ta11ce cle,yel-
01)ecl in the Quaker a cha1 .. acte1·i tic that c1i ting1.1ishecl him 
f1·om mo t othe1· men. As lie coulcl not ca1·1 .. y 011t his de-

i011s b, .. fo1--ce he cle,--elo1) cl a 01·t of ct111ni11°· 01.. t1·ate 0 
T . , b o. 

,,·l1ich ca1 .. 1·ied him safel} .. tl11--ough man)T a da11gerol1s itu-
ation. This supe1·io1·it ... i11 t1--ategic po,,1e1· is wl1at macle the 
Q11ake1-- so uccessf11l i11 a.._ sisti11 °· tl1e fl1giti, .. e to el11cle the 
g·1·asp of his pu1-- ue1·. v\ ho l)ut a Ql1ake1.. ,,To11lc1 ha,1 e 
tl1oug·ht of d1 .. i,Ting to a c1istant fl.0111 .. ing mill a11cl afte1-- pu1"­
chasi11g a loacl of b1--an d1·i,T bolc11> .. alo11g t11e high,va~-r, 
,\ .. l1ile beneath his sacl{ of b1·a11 was co11cealec1 a ca1 .. g·o of 
1111man f1·eig·ht, whose cle tination was th la11cl of f1,ee lorn; 
01· of loac1ing hay on a wagon ancl lea,-ring a hollo,v inte1·ior 
,, l1e1·e h11ma11 beings col1lc1 be concealecl a11d car1--iecl i11 com­
fo1·t a11cl security · or of clothing a fugitive sla,re in the garb 
of a Q11ake1· "roman, with bonnet a11cl veil, placing him in a 
ca1 .. riage, ancl d1 .. ivi11g· fea1·le sly along the public road to 
f 1·ie11cls a11d sec111·i t3 ... 1 uch we1·e the tactic of the Qt1al{e1--
"\v'i.tl1 ""l1ich he "Ton his bloodless battle. 

1 ince t11is wo1"k of libe1--atio11 was of necessit)r ca1·1--ied on 
i11 sec1·et, no 1·eco1·d of tl1e "\\1 01--k co11ld be made and, all the 
01·ig1nal actors in the d1--ama ha,Ting pas eel to thei1-- 1--e,varcl, 
it i clifficult to get accu1--ate info1 .. mation i11 rega1--cl to names 
a11cl elates. It will, the1·ef O1--e, be necessa1·y to rely la1~gely 
011 t1--aclition for a histo1--y of those sti1·1·ing days. Some of 
the e a11ecdotes ill11strate the methods of t1 .. avelling 011 the 

U ncle1--g1·ol1nd Railroad. 
At the l1ome of Joel C. Ga1·retson, five miles southeast of 

I 
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Salem, a fug·itive slave tapped lig·htly at the cabin door in 
the early hours of the nig·ht. 111 .. s. Garretson opened the 
door and saw a colo1--ed man befo1 .. e her. The negro ga,-re 
her to unde1--stand that he was a fugitive and was closely 
followed. Not wishing to arouse the cu1 .. iosity of her own 
children and those of a neighbor who were present, she, by 
a wave of the hand, di1 .. ected him to a peach orchard which 
stood near by. The neg·ro lay do\Vll around the base of a 
bushy tree a1--ound which the g1·ass and weeds had gro,vn 
until they almost touched the spreading branches of the 
t1 .. ee, and awaited the outcome. It was well for bim that he 
found this hiding place as quickly as he did. In a few min­
utes his pursuers arrived, for Joel 0 . Ga1 .. retson was an 
open advocate of the emancipation of the slave, and his 
home was the natu1,al place to look for the fleeing property 
of the slaveholders. The pursuers came to the house and 
cautiously inspected the premises, and looked in at the m.n­
dows, but made no attempt to enter-- the house. They care­
fully searched the orchard passing back and forth among 
the trees almost in reach of the breathless fug·itive who lay 
silently beneath his leafy shelter, until the hunters, failing 
to find their prey, quietly depa1--ted, and were seen no more. 

11r. Ga1 .. retson was not at home on this occasion and J\Irs. 
Garretson was left to her own resou1 .. ces. She was a woman 
of unflinching· courag·e, however, and entirely devoid of fear. 
As soon as the slave hunters we1--e gone and the children 
asleep, she went to the home of Joseph D. Hoag on the oppo­
site side of the road and about an eig·hth of a mile to the 
east. IYI1 ... Hoag secured some provisions and tog·ethe1-- they 
soug·ht the famished neg1."'o and g·ave him food anc1 drink. 

Near the center of the farm then occupied by J\1r. Hoag· 
there is a hig·h ridge from which the gr .. ound slopes in eve1·y 
di1·ection except to the south,vest which is towar .. d the open 
prairie. On this ridg·e was a cluster of hazel b1--ush and 
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small jack oak trees. \Vhen Ir. Garretson 1·etu1 .. ned, he 
piloted the fugitive to this thicket and concealed bim where 
he could have a fair view in every direction. H e1--e the 
fugitive was fed for some time b Garretson and Hoag until 
his wife and child, who had been hiding elsewhere, were 
b1 .. oug·ht to him. They were then taken in charge by athan 
Kell1Jm of ew Ga1 .. den who conveyed them along by-ways 

toward Denmark. 
When the rescue party met the men from Denroa1·k who 

were to pilot them on it was so near mo1 .. ning that the fugi­
tives we1"e concealed in a ravine and the conducting parties 
l'eturned to their respective homes. On the fallowing night 
the negro family was conveyed to Denmark where they were 

cared for by unfaltering friends. 
Joel C. Garretson, who was associated with many of the 

events which happened on the UndergTound Rail1'oad at 
Salem, was not a Quaker. He had been reared, however, 
under the tenets of that Society and adhered to many of its 
precepts. He believed in the absolute equality of every man 
before his 11aker and the law. W bile a youth, yet in his 
teens, he was traveling over Price's 1fountain in the State 
of Virginia, where he met a coffie of slaves, consisting of 
twenty negroes, marching in double :file. Between the files 
was a heavy chain to which the handcuffed slaves we1'e 
chained. Behind them rode the sla e driver on ho1 .. seback, 
whip in hand, while in the holster of his saddle were his 
pistols, ready for action. This sight so impressed the 
youthful mind of Joel Garretson that he owed then and 
there that if ever he had an oppo1 .. tunity to st1'ike this hated 
institution a blow, he would do it with all his energy. 

In 1837, after he had reached his majority, 1ir. Garretson 
emigrated to Iowa. Here he became a public speaker of no 
mean ability and freely and f ear'lessly used his powers to 
c1·eate a sentiment against the institution he so much ab-
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ho1·red. He helped to org·anize the F1·ee oil party of 
Henry ount}.,., and he and amuel L. Howe became the 
candidates of that party f 01 .. the leg·islatl1re. I11 the cam­
paig·n he vig·o1 .. ously stumped the county in the inte1 .. ests of 
his party, although he had no mo1 .. e hope of being elected 
than of being· translated. 

Joel Ga1"'1 .. et on was also one of the little g1.·oup, including· 
D1·. urtis hed a11d Eli Jessup, which met at Iowa City to 
org·anize the Free oil party in Iowa. An opponent of the 
movement ridiculec1 tl1e meeting·, decla1·ing· that the whole 

tate convention of tl1e new pa1--ty was 01 .. g·anized and eng·i­
neerec1 by a dozen men. ' Oh ', said Dr. Shed, ''that is a 
lie, theI·e ,ve1 .. e only half a c1ozen of us. ' 

O11e of the escaped slaves " rho came to Salem was con­
cealed i11 the hotel, kept by D. W. Hende1 .. son. Some 
clothing· of Rachel Hobson was sec1 .. etly tal{en to the hotel 
ancl tl1e 11eg·I·o was ca1 .. efully d1·essed in these g·arments, 
which were of plain Q11ake1-- design, including· shake1· bonnet 
ancl ,,,.eil. Pete1 .. Hobson then d1·0-ve his lJug·gy up in f1 .. ont of 
the hotel and said to the landlo1·d '' I wish thee would tell 
Rachel to make haste or ,,Te will be too late for the meet­
ing·. The supposed Racl1el s0011 appea1·ed and stepping 
into the bug·g·y was d1 .. i~""en to safety while his purs11er stood 
in fro11t of the hotel quietly watching the c1epa1·tt1re of the 
Quaker and his pseudo-wife. 

This neg·1"0 was tal{en to the \\roods on Fish Creek, fou1-­
miles no1"theast of town, whe1·e he was concealed and ca1--ed 
f 01 .. until he cot1ld be t1"a11spo1·ted in safety to another sta­
tio11 on the road. 

The fleeing· slaves that came to Iowa ,vere seldom armed, 
but in a few instances they possessed some c1 .. ude imple­
ment of defense. Two fugitives, a man and wife, were con­
cealecl in a co1 .. n shock on the southeast quarter of section 
thi1·t).,.-three in Jackson To,vnship, Hen1~y County. They 
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1·emained ther·e for several day~ , being cared £01-- by sympa­
thizing fr·iends until they coul 1 be take11 elsewhere. After 
their .. clepa1 .. tu1 .. e, a clagge1-- was founcl beneath the shock. 
Thi dagger was about ten i11ches long· with a blacle ix 
i11ches in lengih, t,vo-edged, and running to a sharp point. 
This ln1ife is the p1 .. ope1--ty of the w1--ite1-- ancl is 011e of the 
few 1 .. elic that 1·emain to tell the sto1--y of those clays. 

~Iany strange and pathetic sce11es ,ve1·e witnessed by tl1e 
wo1·ke1--s 011 tl1is unsee11 1·ail1 .. oacl. It was 11ot l111commo11 f 01· 
familie to become epa1 .. atecl in tl1ei1· 11a ty fli 0 ·11t. On one 
occa ion, a man ancl his wife, wl10 l1acl 1 .. eachecl tl1e , ... icinity 
of alem, we1·e fo1 .. cecl by hot pursuit to flee il1 diffe1·e11t 
cli1 .. ection ... , and thl1s b came lost to each oth 1·. The man 
was concealed in the f amol1s hiding place on the f a1 .. m of 
Joseph Hoa 0 • and ca1·ecl for while s a1·ch waR made for tl1e 
lo t wife. l1e ,,as finally located ancl the 11ews was car1 .. ied 
to the husbancl by Joel Gar1·etson. On hearing the 1--eport, 
he sprang to hi8 feet and wa,ring his a1·ms ,riole11tly sl1011ted, 
'' Glo1 .. y to God, Glo1 .. y to God, I have been praying all nig·ht 

that he might be found. '' 
The acto1 .. s in this secret wo1 .. lr met with various types of 

fug·itives who were g11idin°· thei1 .. footste1)s by the light of 
the polar star. Not all of these fleeing bondmen would con- . 
ficle in the friend hip of tl1ose who offe1·ed them assistance. 
They k11ew that they we1 .. e in the country of their-- f1·ie11ds, 
b11t some of them realized that the1--e might be those who 

would betray them to their maste1 .. s. 
At one time a stalwart and athletic neg1~0 ,,Tas found in 

hiding on the farm of Jo 1 Gar1 .. etson. He was a1--med with 
a hea,ry club and a da11gero11s looking knife, ancl pe1 .. mitted 
no one to app1~oach within reachi11g distance of l1im . He 
"Tould accept food offe1--ed him if placecl whe1·e he col1lcl 
reacl1 it ,vithout coming in co11tact with tl1e dono1·, b11t he 
always kept a safe distance between l1imself ancl would-be 
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friends . In vain did Garretson and Hoag t1 .. y to convince 
him that they would give him aid if he would t1--ust in them : 
he depa1 .. ted as he came, unseen by f1,iend or foe, dete1--­
mined to fight his O\vn way to his intended refug .. e. 

In The Quakers of Iowa, by Louis T. Jones, the statement 
is made that no fugitive who reached Salem was ever re­
tu1 .. ned to bondage. This may be true of the town of Salem, 
but it is not correct in regard to the communities around 
Salem. A neg1·O fug·itive from Missouri who was being 
assisted by Friends in the ew Garden community, the half 
way station between Salem and Denma1--k, was concealed in 
the ba1--n of athan Bond, awaiting· an opportunity to p1"'O­
ceed to Denma1 .. k. Here he was discovered and apprehended 
by two brothers by the name of Berry who l"'eturned him to 
his master. For this the Berry brothers received a reward 
of two hundred dollars but their act aroused the indigna­
tion of almost the entire community. fany citizens remon­
strated against their actions, and some of the more zealous 
warned them that the judgment of the Lord would surely be 
visited upon them for their pe1--fidy. According to the re­
ports of many pionee1 .. s, this p1--ophecy became an actual 
fact : while the fa1 .. ms a1 .. ound them were yielding· abundant 
harvests, the crops on the Berry farm dwindled and failed. 
This condition continued as long as the property was o,vned 
by the Berry brothers. After the farm had passed to other 
hands it produced abundantly. 

Joseph D. Hoag was a pioneer minister of the Society of 
Friends, who settled on the northeast one-fourth of section 
thirty-three, township seventy, range six, in Henry County, 
five miles southeast of Salem. Here he b1-1ilt his home and 
lived for many yea1 .. s. In 1,847 £1 ... Hoag was appointed one 
of the commissioners to relocate the capital of the State of 
Iowa, J\f onroe City being· the choice of the commissioners. 

1\11'" . Hoag· was an ardent wo1 .. ker in the cause of liberty 
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and when he built his house, he constructed a secret closet 
beneath the stairway that led to the upper rooms of the 
dwelling. This house faces to the south and in front of it 
passed the historic Burlington and Agency road, construct­
ed by Gene1--al A. C. Dodge for military purposes. The 
stairway began about the middle of the no1 .. th wall of the 
front 1"oom and went west, rising to about t"To-thirds of the 
height of the room where there was a landing". It then 
turned to the south at right angles. Beneath the landing of 
the stairway was const1--ucted a cupboard facing the south, 
but the back wall of the cupboa1--d was only about one-half 
of the distance to the north wall of the 1 .. oom, thus leaving a 
conside1--able space bacl{ of the cupboard into which the1"e 
was no appa1--ent opening. Anyone looking into the cup­
board would never suspect that back of this was another 
space. On the landing of the stairway was a neatly :fitted 
trap door which opened into this unseen closet. Tradition 
has it, and many pionee1--s repeated the story, that in this 
secret hiding place Joseph D. Hoag concealed many fugi­
tive slaves. The house is still standing and is t11e property 
of the writer. The secret closet ma}T yet be seen and it is 
still called ''the nigger hole ', as it was for three genera-

tions past. 
A large faction of the Society of Friends became so exer-

cised over the subject of slavery that it became restless 
because of the tolerant attitude of the church at large, and a 
separation of the two factions ·was the result. A meeting 
of the anti-slavery branch was established at Salem under 
the leadership of Thomas Frazier, Eli Jessup, and othe1"'s. 
The original body of the church held that their duty as 
Christian citizens would be fulfilled by entering a solemn 
protest against this detested institution and by using every 
reasonable means to c1 .. eate a sentiment against it. The 
radical element, while holding kindred ideas, also held that 

• 
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it was their duty to assist in liberating· the bondmen whe1--­
ever-- found. ling·ing· fi1·mly to these views they became 
ag·g·ressive in thei1-- actions and doubtless sent emissaries to 
}.fissou1"i to info1"m the slaves of their readiness to assist 
them in g·aining· thei1· libe1·ty. 

uch a menace had this p1·opag·anda of the Quakers be­
come to the slaveholders of l\fissouri that they adopted the 
expedient of pat1,olling the Des 1ioines River to pre,,.ent the 
c1--ossing· of fug·iti,Tes to Iowa, and to keep a check on all 
strang·e1 .. s who c1--ossed f1·om the no1--the1,n shore, but this 
plan availed them little and they became greatly incensed 
at the Qualrers. 

It is said that Elihu F1 .. azie1· of alem, when in ~Iissou1--i 
supposedly on a mission iii the inter .. ests of the slaves, was 
captured by some of these pat1--olmen and hang·ed to make 
him confess the nature of his mission. However, they se­
cu1~ed no info1"'mation of ,ralue, and Frazier-- was :finally 
released and 1--eturned home but little the wo1--se for his 
roug·h experience. 

One of the episodes of interest in this pe1--iod was the 
escape and attempted captu1 .. e of seve1·al sla,.,.es belo11g1ng· to 
Ruel Dagg·s. I11 1 35, Dag·g·s, who was a ma11 of character 
and influence and possessed of ample means, moved f1·om 
the State of Vi1·ginia a11d settled in la1·k Oou11ty, Iissou1·i, 
locating a fe"T miles ,,,.est of ,,The1--e the to-wn of Kahoka now 
stands. He b1·011g·ht with him sixteen slaves and eng·ag·ed 
extensively i11 f a1 .. ming'. It is not alleg·ed that Ruel Dag·g·s 
,vas c1"'uel to his slaves: on the cont1·a1"'y there is e,Te1--y rea­
son to belie,,e that he ,vas a humane man. A number of his 
c1escendants still li,Te i111Iisso111·i, and a1"e ranked among· the 
leading citizens of tl1at Commonwealth. 

laves b1·011g·ht in contact ,vith the free atmospher·e of the 
u11de, ... eloped "\Vest, however·, could not long· I"emain docile 
and contented even under· humane t1,eatment for the spi1"it 
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of liberty is jmplanted in ever human soul and can not be 
e1 .. adicated. Ruel Dagg·s finall)1 r ealized the difficl1lty of 
holding sla,1 es o 11ea1"' the f1 .. ee tate of Iowa and contem­
plated selling his la,es sol1th o tl1at he woulcl be f1·ee f1--om 
the necessity of l{eeping a co11sta11t g11a1"'d 011 v aluable p1·op­
e1 .. ty. othing· "\\"'as mor r epl1gna11t to the neg·roes of the 
bo1--cle1' tates than the thot1ght of being '' sold south'' ancl 
as soon as the sla,Tes of ~Ir. Dagg lea1 .. 11ed tl1at thei1· maste1 .. 
\\Tas planning· to clispo e of tl1em in tl1is ma1111e1 .. , ni11e of 
them - th1 .. ee men, fou1 .. women, ancl t,vo cl1ilcl1· n - dete1·­
mined to make an attempt to scape to Io,va bef 01·e it ,vas 

too late. 
The story of the escape and attempted capture of the~ e 

nine sla\ .. es has been told by an educatec1 a11cl intellige11t 
negro named Sam W ebst 1·. W eb te1' was bo1·n of f1·ee 
pa1"'ents but was bound to a man by the 11ame of Dick 
Leg·g·ens, whose father· had been a11 exte11sive la,Tehol le1· 
but had sold his slaves and quit the business. This Dick 
Leggens was an eccent1'ic cha1·acte1 .. \\7hO 1·e icled i11 a dense 
" roods a g1"eat distance f1·om an T othe1· l1abitatio11. Witl1 
him was the free neg1·0 boy, am "\-V ebste1·. To tl1is lo11ely 
d,velling on Thursda night 01· Frida} .. mo1 .. 11i11g ea1·ly in 
June, 1848, came the nine neg1·oes f 1·om tl1e plantatio11 of 
Ruel Dagg·s. Without doubt they had been inf 01·med that if 
tl1ey could 1"'each Salem, t,,Tent)T_fi,Te miles north of the niis­
sou1·i border .. , they would recei, .. e assistance. o s001101· l1ad 
they a1·1--ived at this home, than a ter1·ific rain set i11 a11d t11e~r 
were compelled to stay all the next day and pa1--t of the f al­
lowing night. The neg1·0 's heart is naturally gay and he 
seeks amusement. The neg1·0 boy, Sam W ebster .. , l)laJTecl the 
,riolin, while the fugitives dancecl to while a~1ay tl1e time. 

Sometime F1--iday night, the rains havi11g ceased, the ne­
groes started for the no1--th accompanied by their host. 011 

1·eaching the Des Ioines Riv .. e1·, however, tl1e st1--eam ,vas 

• 
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found to be so swollen that its passag·e was difficult and a 
long· clelay ensued. Finally, by the assistance of 11r. Leg­
g·ens, they p1·oct1red 01-- constructed a 1--aft and successfully 
passed to the northern shore, not far from the town of 
Fa1·mington. How the fugitives reached Salem f1·om Farm­
ing·ton is not kno,vn, but in all probability they were in 
tol1ch ,vith sympathizing· friends who aided in their t1--ans­
p 01--ta tion. 

On 11onc1ay, following· the escape of the negToes, two 
men, amuel Slaughter and a 11'. 1fcClure, who were 
searchi11g· for the negroes and heading thei1· course toward 

alem, saw a cove1 .. ed wagon being· driven rapidly several 
miles ahead of them. They increased their speed and on 
a1 .. 1--iving at the woods, about a mile south of Salem, they 
found the ,vag·on in the bushes near .. the roadside, while scat­
te1 .. ed throug·h the nea1·-by woods were the supposed slaves 
of Ruel Dagg·s. The horses hitched to this wag·on were the 
prope1--ty of John Pickering, an active worker in the anti­
slavery cause, and the team was driven by Jonathan Fra­
zier, a son of Thomas Frazier, the noted pioneer preacher 
and leade1· of the anti-slavery Friends of Iowa. 

The fugitives were immediately seized by the slave catch­
ers who immediately p1·epared to retu1·n with them to 11is­
souri. Almost at once, ho,veve1 .. , they we1 .. e confronted by 
three solid citizens of the community, Elihu Frazier, 
Thomas Clarkson F1--azier, and Henry Johnson, who de­
manded that the neg"l."Oes be taken before an officer and the 
rights of property proven bef 01"e they were taken away. 
So insistent we1 .. e the three Quakers in their demands, that 
Slaughte1-- and 11 cClure were compelled to yield. 

The fug·itives were taken before Nels on Gibbs, justice of 
the peace, whose office was in the g·reat stone house of 
Henderson Lewelling. The unusual sig·ht of slave and slave 
master appearing for trial before a legal tribunal created 
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much excitement. The news sp1"ead l"apidly and in a short 
time such a crowd had assembled that the justice's office 
could not accommodate the people. B common consent the 
proceedings were transferred to the anti-slavery meeting 
house of the Society of Friends. Although alem was con­
side1,ed a Quaker village, there we1--e many citizens of other 
denominations, or no denomination at all, whose sympathies 
we1,e as strong for the bondmen as those of the Quakers 

themselves. 
In their feverish excitement, men we1,e swea1'ing and 

women praying, while others were denouncing the slave 
catchers or uttering threats of violence. So great was the 
tumult that He11ry Darland, the village school master, who 
was held in high regard, attemptecl to pol1r oil on the trou­
bled waters by haranguing the people and urging them to be 
quiet and orderly, and do nothing to compromise themselves 
in the eyes of the law. Quiet was :finally restored and the 

trial duly held. 
It soon appeared that the two slave catchers were not 

personally acquainted with the fugitives and claimed them 
only by the description which had been sent out. Justice 
Gibbs decided that the claimants had proven neither their 
ownership or their authority to detain the defendants, and 
that he, as justice of the peace, had no jurisdiction to hold 
the negroes. o far as he knew they were as free as any 

othe1-- citizens. 
1Ieanwhile, the members of the UndergTound Railroad, 

"\\1ho had doubtless anticipated the decision of the court, had 
not been idle. A number of horses had been tied to the 
hitching racks and other convenient points nea1' the meeting 
house. As soon as Justice Gibbs rendered his decision, 
Paul Way, a determined citizen, mounted one of the ho1~ses 
near by and started out of town. Doubtless by prearranged 
plan one of the released bondmen mountec1 one of the other 

voL. xxrr-28 
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ho1·ses ancl tal{ing· up a child sta1·ted after l1im . ..t\11 the 
while Paul W a}T was shouting· to the c1--owd in a stento1--ian 
,.,.oice, '' Stop them nig·g·e1--s, don't let them nig·gers follow 
me.'' He rode out of to-wn at a 1 .. apid pace with the '' nig·­
g·e1 .. s '' in hot pu1--suit. The 11eg1. .. oes soon eluded the sight of 
thei1· pursue1 .. s and we1--e saf elv concealed by trusted friends. 

Joseph Hobson, an eye witness to this stirring scene, thus 
desc1 .. ibes the appearance of Paul Way. He was an old man 
clothed in the wo1--king· g·arb of the pionee1--, with long· chin 
,vhiske1·s a11d wo1--e a pointed topped, lopped down felt hat. 
He came into to,vn riding· an old so1 .. 1"el mare with a sheep 
skin for a addle and led anothe1-- hoI·se. \\'hen the neg·ro 
and child were broug·ht f1·om the t1"ial, Pa11l Way was in 
f1·ont of t11e building·. He mounted the so1 .. rel ma1·e, and the 
11eg·ro sp1·ang· upon the othe1-- hor e. A man by the name of 
Gilche1·son handed l1im up the child. Wl1en Way sta1·ted 
out of to"rn, ome one l{icl{ed the ho1·se on which tl1e neg·1 .. o 
man ru1d child ,ve1 .. e seated and it sta1--ted in hot pu1 .. ~uit of 
the old so1--rel ma1--e. Way went no1·tl1west, ac1--oss the public 
square, ,vhich at that time was l1nenclosed, then north to­
ward his home on what is now kno,rn as the Harvey De1--by­
shi1--e fa1·m. \Vhen he 1--eached the busl1es on the head of the 
waters of Fish 01--eek, he t11rned east into the woods, and the 
fugitives ,ve1--e fo1"ever lost to their pu1·suers. The l"emain­
ing· neg·roes we1·e late1-- assisted on their way to f1·eedom. 

Baffled in their· attempt to secure their p1"ey, and en1·ag·ed 
by the attitude of the people, Slaug·11ter anc1 IcCll11·e left 
for thei1· homes, swea1--ing veng·eance upon the Quaker city. 
A few la3rs late1--, a larg"e company of mo1111ted men from 
~Iissou1--i, l1eavily a1--med, and va1--iously estimated at from 
one to two hund1--ed in numbe1--, appea1--ed at Salem and sur-
1--ounded the to,,111. They IJlaced a g·uard on eve1·y st1·eet 
leading· out of the village a11c1 refused to allow anyone to 
leave 01-- ente1-- the place. Tl1ey offe1·ed a 1·ewa1·d of five hun-

• 

dre 
Je 
sla 
gat 
en 

con 
the 

TI 

and 
app 
per 

• 
TIO'( 

hav 

entf 

" a la 
pea 

that 

wan 
sue1 
be ., 
It ,v 
Wa, 

• 

a R'l 
I,,; 

le--

( 

Gar 
com 
aO'e, 

any 
• 

of g-J 

bein 
thi 
hi l 



he 
an 
ow 

of 
d--. 
1u: 

1an 
hin 
1at. 
~ep 
rro 

Q1'0 

of 
blic 
to­

·bv-• 

the 
the 
• alll-

(Yed 

left 
~ity. 
'ro111 

'ro111 
sur· 
reet 
e to 
hnn-

THE 1; TDERGROUJ. TD RAILROAD I::.I IOWA 435 

d1"ed dolla1 .. s each fo1" the heacls of Joel Ga1 .. 1'etson and Eli 
Jessup, who had publicl}1" ad,Tocatecl the emancipation of the 
slaves and were tl1ol1ght by tl1e ~Ii Ol11·ians to be the ir1sti­
gato1's of the plot to free their slav s . Th r proceeded to 
~ end squad of men to search tl1e house both in to\ffi and 
country. In most cases th y we1'e ql1ietly allo,ved to search 
the p1--emises, but in others, the T met ,vith :fi1·m resi tance. 

Di--. Theodo1·e h1·ine1 .. li,Ted 011 the west sicle of th squa1"e 
a11d lcept the l)0 t office i11 hi home. Whe11 the sea1 .. che1"S 
a1)pea1·ed at hi domicile, he 1 .. efuRecl them e11tra11ce. Tl1 )" 
1)e1'si ted in thei1· deman l , but the docto1· tolcl t11 m in 
vigo1 .. ous te1·ms that if they ente1 .. ecl his l1ome tl1ey wol1ld 
have first to pass o,e1' his deacl body. Tl1e)1" clesistecl f1·om 

ente1 .. ing. 
Wl1en they a1"1 .. i, .. ed at the home of Paul Way, tl1e}1" fol1nd 

a ladder 1'eaching f1·om th ·1--ound to the attic. Way a1)-
1JeaI·ed armed with t,,o hea,ry pistols ancl told the s a1 .. che1·s 
that there were fugiti, ... e slaves in that attic, and if tl1ey 
,vanted them they could get them, but he wa1·ned the pu1·­
sue1"S that the fi.1·st man that set a foot on that ladde1· would 
be shot. They wisel}'" decided to mal{e no f u1'the1· sea1·ch. 
It was well fo1' tl1em that the)T macle this decision, £01· Pal1l 
Way was a cool, dete1--mined man who had engag· d in man .. 
a g'l1n play on the weste1·n frontie1·, and ,vould ha, .. e fea1·-

lessly carried his th1·eat into execl1tion. 
Squads of men we1 .. e sent to the cou11tr)"" to captu1 .. e Joel 

Ga1 .. 1·etson who li, ... ed fi-ve miles southeast in tl1e East G1·0,.,e 
cororol1nity. Ga1 .. 1"etson was a man of g·reat pl1ysical cou1--­
age, an athlete by natu1·e, and "\\'"Ould ha,.,.e l)een a match for 
any man in personal combat. He was the 0\\71101" of a ho1·se 
of g·reat speed and endu1·ance that had p1 .. oven his po,ve1--s l)y 
being used to 1--un down wol·\"•es on the ope11 prai1"ies. On 
this horse 11r . Garretson 1·elied for safety. Southwest of 
his home was a broad and ope11 p1·ai1"ie l{nomi as tl1e G1·and 
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Valley, whe1·e one's vision would extend for many miles. 
Taking· his trusted horse, he went to the middle of this 
prairie and quietly awaited 1 .. esults . He knew that should 
the mob appear from any di1 .. ection, this horse would easily 
car1 .. y l1im to safety. The l\I issourians promptly appeared 
at his home and carefully sea1 .. ched the premises, but he 
himself was not molested. 

Eli Jessup, f 01-- whose head a 1 .. eward was also offe1 .. ed, was 
a Quaker preache1... He concealed himself in a private cave 
and was not found. 

Meanwhile, the citizens of Denmark had been apprized of 
what was being· done at Salem and the i1·e of these Puritans 
was at once aroused. A la1·ge company of mounted men, 
hastily assembled and armed with rifles, ma1·ched rapidly to 
Salem determined to 1 .. aise the sieg·e. The 1Iissou1 .. ians 
offe1·ed no resistance to tl1ei1-- e11te1 .. ing· the to\\'Il and the 
ne\vcome1 .. s placed themselves in strateg·ic positions to as­
sist the citizens shol1ld any violence be attempted. The 
attitude of the besieg·ers imm ediately chang·ed : they quickly 
r ealized that disc1--etion was the bette1 .. part of valor and 
hastily depa1·ted for their native State. Co"Ted by the de­
termined attitude of the Denmark riflemen, the slave mas­
ters from :1Iissou1·i neve1.. again attempted an armed 
invasion of the free soil of Iowa. 

The slaves of Ruel Dag·g·s we1 .. e never-- captured, but the 
people of Salem who had laid themselves open to the cha1·g·e 
that they had assisted the slaves to escape we1 .. e not yet 
done with Dag·g·s. 1Ir. Dagg·s took advantag·e of this situ­
ation and b1·oug·ht suit for damages. Tl1is suit ,vas entered 
in the Fede1·al court at Burlington in 1850 and is entitled 
Ruel Dag·g·s v . Elihu Frazier and othe1·s, the following pe1·­
sons being· namecl as pa1·ties to the s11it : Elih11 F1 .. azier, 
Thomas Clarkson F1 .. azier, John Pickering·, William John­
son, John Comer, Paul Way, and others. The slaves al-
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leged to have escaped were Sam, forty to f 01 .. ty-:five years 
old (black); Walker, twenty-two to twenty-three (yellow); 
Dorcas, am's wife; 1\Iary, Walker's wife; Julia, eighteen 
yea1·s old; 11artha, ten years; William, a small boy, and 
two young children name 11nlmown. The value placed on 
these slaves was as follows : the men, nine hundred to a 
thousa.nd dollars; the women, six hundred to seven hu11dred 
dollars; 1\Iartha, two hundred and :fifty to three hundred 
dollars; and William, two hundred dollars. The small chil-

dren were not valued. 
Ruel Dag·gs never appeared in person either at Salem or 

at the trial in Burlington, but was rep1 .. esented in the Fecl­
eral courts by his son, George Daggs. Two of the most 
distinguished lawyers of the pioneer· da s of Iowa opposed 
each other in this case. Judge David Rorer rep1·esented the 
prosecution and Judge J. . Hall appea1 .. ed for .. the defense. 
The suit c1'eated intense interest and many peo1)le of Salem 
attended the trial. The evidence p1·oduced in this case was 
strictly ci1·c11mstantial and rested la1 .. gely on suspicion. 
When laughter and 1\IcClu1·e found the fugiti,res in the 
bushes, they were alone. Elihu Frazie1·, la1--kson F1 .. azie1', 
and William Johnson soon appeared upon the scene and 
opposed the plaintiffs in their decision to 1·etu1·n the ne­
groes. The wagon, which the pu1 .. sue1·s had seen driven 
rapidly ac1'oss the prairies, was found standing by the side 
of the 1·oad. The team hitched to the wagon was the p1·op­
erty of John Pickering. The driver of the team was Jona­
than Frazier. The Fraziers we1"e the sons of Thomas 
F1--azier, the leader of the anti-slave1·y Friends of I o,va. 
John Pickering was a noted sympathizer ,vith the neg1·0 
bondmen. Eli Jessup had borrowed the horses from Pick­
ering to take a 1ethodist preacher to F a1·ming1on. J essup 
openly advocated the emancipation of the slaves. At the 
hearing before Justice Gibbs, numerot1s persons exp1·essed 
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:ympathy f 01· the fugi.ti,es and the whole population of 
alem ,vas a hotbed of abolitionism. John Picker·ing was 
een to hold a con,e1·sation with 011e of the fugitives. Paul 

Way roc1e out of to-wn followecl by a neg·1--o and child. Such 
was the natu1--e of the testimony ag·ainst the defendants. 

othing· mate1,ial \\7a p1·ove11, but many ci1--cumstances ,vere 
et f 01·tl1 ,vhich g·ave I'Oom for t1,ong· suspicion. 

J uclge Rorer in his plea to the ju1--3r e1tla1--g·ed upon tl1e 
impo1,.tance of the case, not only to Iowa, but to the United 

tates in g·ene1'al. Iowa hac1 1 .. ecently become a member of 
the ister--hood of tates and hacl oblig·ated herself to uphold 
the onstitution. The Constitution and the statute laws of 
Cong~--ess sanctioned a11d upheld sla\"e1·y, and it was the 
d11ty of the peo1Jle of Iowa to sustain the laws. To hold 
slav.,.e ,vas the p1·i,rileg·e of eve1·y citize11 of iiisso1.11·i. egTo 
sla\"es wer·e absol11te p1·ope1·t , the same as a horse or an ox, 
and the 0"'\\711er-- had a 1--ig·ht to cla.im his prope1·ty whe1--eve1· 
found. Any per·son who prevented him f1--om exercising 
this rig·ht was held liable to the owner" for"' the damage done. 
Judg·e Rorer-- told the ju1--y that the evidence in the case was 
so clear· that the1--e could be no r"easonable dol1bt of the g·uilt 
of the defendants . He was a shr·ewd and eloquent barrister 
and had the power in an eminent deg·r·ee to make suspicion 
appear to be actual fact. Rorer based his plea to the ju1·y 
on the g·round that Salem \Vas an abolition to,vn. Ruel 
Dag·gs l1ad lost neg1·oes, men, women and chilcl1--en. Ien, 
\\

7 0men, and child1·en wer .. e found near Salem. The people 
of Salem la1·g·ely sympathized with the fugitives; the1·ef ore, 
the Frazier·s, John Pickering·, and othe1--s must pay the 
damages. 

J. C. Hall appeared for the defendants. He also pointed 
out the impo1·tance of the procedu1--e. It was the first case 
of its lrind to be t1--ied in the new State of Iowa. The whole 
co11ntry " ras inte1 .. ested i11 the outcome. The case was pecu-
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Io,,r,l bt1t 1111cl I' th F 1 1·al ·tc1tl1t . Hall ,1ttacl{ l t11 
po~ition of Rorer on th ri 0 ·ht of prop rt. . II point d out 
tl1a t tl1e F (1 1· ,11 cl 11 tl101·i ti ot1lcl x 1· i... 0111,.. ll 11 1·i 0 ·l1t. · • 

a l1atl l) 11 cl le0 ·atccl to 1011°·rc"-l b,.,. tl1 \7 l'c:ll .. 'ftate . • 

\11,· 1·i0 ·}1t 11ot d 1 °',lt cl to '1011°·1· . ,, .. a 1· 1·,·ccl to tl1 
. b O 

tat 01· tl1 I) 0})1 a11cl t lltl t tl1 1·i 0 ·l1t of 1)1'011 1·ty \\TCl'C 

1· e1·,-ecl to tl1 tat "'""l1f1t ,,·a I 1·01) 1·t~ ... 1 J) 11cl c1 011 

tl1 lc1,,· of tl1 e,· 1·,ll tc1 t ~- "\\..,.l1a t ,vc1 p1·01) 1·t y i11 011 

tutc mi 0 ·l1t 11ot 1) p1·01) 1·t:r i11 ,111otl1e1· tat . N °·1·0 sla:\ ... 
,v· r 1· o0 1.1izecl ,1 }Jl .. op 1·t) .. 1111 l 1· tl1e l,l\V of 1[i ol11·i 
l)u i11 Io\\-cl 110 uc h 1 .. co 0 ·11i io11 ,, ... a e,1 r o·i, .. 11. n<le1· tl1 
lc1,,1 of 1ii , 0111·i ,~e1·) .. n °·1·0 ,, .. a p1· . 11m 1 to 1) ,l . la,. , 
\\·l1ile u11de1 .. tl1e l,1".. f Io,, a , 1·. r l111maJ1 1Jci11 °· ,, ,1 p1· -

11mecl to be f1·e 1111 til lie ,, a 110\\ .. Il to 1) a l)o11clm,111. 
Tl1e1· fo1·e th citize11 of 1 ,1len1 hcl 1 ,1 1·i0 ·l1t to XJ)1·e 
ympathy and 0 ·ive ai 1 and omf rt to an) ne c1y human 

l)ein°· fou11c1 " ritl1i11 tl1 1)01' 1 1· of Io,,-ra 11111 it ,,,a: illclC1 

ln10,\TJl to tl1 m tl1~1t tl1 )" ''". 1· a i ti11g a f11giti, l,1,· . 
.L~ l,1l1gl1t 1· a11d nic lu1· 011l cl 11ot -.;110,,1 tl1at tl1e e nc-

groc w r la, e. , or ho,v any authorit: to c1 tain th m, 
th J)CO})lc of al m hacl a 1·i 0 ·l1t to ,l . llID t 11,1 t t11 y , 1· 
fr e l)eople. ... ~ eith r laught r nor 1\1 'lure kn w the ne­
gro s or kn ,v th m to he the prop rt. of Rn l Da 0 ·g . The 
te timo11)r 1-:)how cl that Da0 •0 • lo t 11i11e la\ · - men, ,,Tom­
en, and hil lr n . Hall sugge tecl that thi de cription 
,\roulcl co,Te1· almo t a11y g1·0111 of p ople. ~1 11, ,,,.omen, a11d 

cl1ilcl1· 11 co11lcl l)e f 01111c1 in almo. t ,111)· llc1mlet 01· l1ousel1olcl. 
Becal1se men ,,1 ome11, a11c1 cl1ilcl1· n ,,,. 1·e mi i11g f1·om a 
plantation in :i'llis ouri, and men, w·oro n, an 1 hilclr n w re 
fOllll l i11 Io,,ra dicl 11ot p1·0,.. tl1at they \\"'Cl' tl1e amc l)eO})l . 

X cith r Daggs nor his son nor any 0th r p r on had identi­
fiecl tl1e 11 g1·oes as the 1)1·01Je1·t,T of Rtlel Da o·gs. 

Rar l_r, if ver, ,vas a defendant found g·uilty on such 
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purely circumstantial evidence. No overt act was proven 
ag·ainst the defendants. It was alleged that William John­
son told Walker, the yellow man, to knock Slaughte1-- do\vn 
if he touched him ag·ain. It was proven that it was Henry 
Johnson and not William Johnson who g·ave this advice. 
Henry Johnson was not prosecuted. After the hearing at 
the anti-slavery meeting house, a man by the name of 
Gilcherson untied a horse that stood near by and threw the 
reins over its head. The negro Sam mounted the horse and 
Gilcherson handed up the negi:--o child. Gilcherson was not 
named as one of the defendants. It was not shown that any 
one of the defendants committed any act or g·ave any advice 
that would assist the fugitives to make their escape. 

In those days, howeve1--, the pro-slavery sentiment was 
ve1--y st1--ong and the mi11ds of many people were deeply 
prejudiced against the abolitionist. As the people of Salem 
were outspoken in their views, it was not difficult for the 
silver tong11ed Rorer to convince the jury that any sus­
picious ci1--c1Jmstances that occurred among· them we1 .. e proof 
of their-- guilt. The jury found the defendants g11ilty and 
judgment was rendered acco1--ding to the prayer of the 
plaintiff. 

The mulcting of these good citizens in heavy damag·es did 
not cool the ardo1" of the people of Salem in this work: they 
continued and increased their efforts until the Civil War 
put an end to this irrepressible conflict. 

Walter Shriner--, a son of the Dr. Theodor--e Shriner before 
mentioned in these pages, a boy about to\vn in these stir­
ring· days, relates the following· incident which probably 
occur--red about the beg1nning· of the Civil War, when fug·i­
tives we1~e not closely followed by their maste1·s. 

On the south side of the square in an open lot in the 1·ear 
of the John Garretson home and of the CongTeg·ationalist 
church, he at different times saw sever·al companies of 
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negro fugitives being fed. A large pot or kettle would be 
hung over a £.1 .. e and in this would be cooked corn mush or 
pudding. Each person was supplied with a small c1 .. ock of 
milk and a spoon and se1--ved from the great pot of pudding. 
}.fr. Shriner also relates that John Garretson was the owner' 
of a car1 .. iage or hack vt1hich had an oil cloth covering, and 
,vas entirely closed except in £1--ont whe1 .. e the c11--iver sat. 
On several occasions lie aw negroes discha1 .. ged from this 
hack and fed in the man11er and place before m ntioned. 
After this repast, they would be 1 .. eloadecl ancl taken a,vay 

to parts unlmo,vn. 
Nathan Kell11m of the ew Ga1--den meeting, whose wo1'k 

has hereto£ ore been mentioned, ,vas one of the shrewdest 
men that e e1 .. operated a train on the ncle1·gTound Rail-
1 .. oad. So cunning was he and so full of reso111 .. ces, that he 
operated quietly a11d efficiently without arousi11g the suspi­
cion or resentment of the pro-sla,Tery element of the com­
munity. He successfully carried out some of the boldest 
enterprises ever attempted in southern Io\\ra. It is alleged 
that he transported a st11'rey, :filled with neg·1·0 f11gitives, in 
open daylight from Salem to Denmark along the public 
highway, past f1--iend and foe, t1nsuspected by all. He is 
said to have adopted the fallowing method. 

iiany of the Quakers of his day had car1 .. iages not unlike 
the farmer's sur1·ey of recent clays, in which they ,ve1--e 
accustomed to dri,Te from meeting to meeting. At Salem, 
he caused the fugitives to be d1--essed in the accustomed ga1--l) 
of the Quaker' wome11 with shaker bonnet and black veils. 
The supposed Quaker women were then openly seated in l1is 
car1--iage and boldly driven to safety witho11t arot1si11g· 

• • susp1c1on. 
Not only we1 .. e the1--e attempts to retur11 the slaves to thei1 .. 

masters : even legally free negroes we1--e in danger. One of 
these lived near Salem on a little wooded stream south of 

• 
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the to"\\111. What his true name was is not now kno,,rn. He 
,,ras al,,Tays spoken of as '' Old Hawlr' '. His little cabin was 
located in a g1:·o,Te close beside the run11ing· brook. Olcl 
Hawk ".,.as rog·arded with awe and wonder by the small boys 
of the community and by some of the older people with 
Sl11Jerstitious fea1 .. f 01-- he ,vas supposed to possess the power 
of bl1rning· ,va ter. On quiet SllIDID e1-- evening·s, the boys 
,, ... ol1lcl gathe1" at his cabin and ask him to set the water of 
tl1e c1"'eek on fi1--e . On nume1 .. ous occasions, he complied with 
thei1~ reql1est, touching· a fag·ot to the water .. , which would 
then b111'n with a steady flame until he saw fit to exting11ish 
the blaze. 

bout 1857, some st1,.a11geI·s appeared in the vicinity of 
alem, and by va1·ious schemes became ,Te1 .. y intimate with 

Old Hawk a11d gained his confidence. They off e1 .. ed him 
large rewa1--ds if he would go with them to Iissouri, but 
cautioned him to keep this offer a secret and let no one 
l{now of his intended depa1·tu1·e. Fortunately f 01 .. the neg·1 .. o 
he had a f1--iencl in Salem in ,vhom he had implicit confidence 
- Rev. Hemmen,vay, the ong·reg·ationalist minister. He 
was a f1·iend of the opp1 .. essed and an a1'dent advocate of 
liberty. To this man Old Hawk told in corrfidence the story 
of his intendecl departu1·e. The spi1--it of Rev. Hemmenway 
rose in :fie1·y indignation. He told the negTo it was a hellisl1 
plot to kidnap him and sell him into sla,rery, and for him to 
hav ... e nothing mo1 .. e to do with his ne,v found f1·iends . Old 
Hawk saw no mo1--e of his p1·etended benef acto1 .. s. 

DE MARK 

Associated with the Quakers of Salem in this work of 
huma11ity was a ve1·}T different type of people. Twenty 
miles to the sol1theast, in Lee Col1nty, is situated the town 
of De11ma1·k. This town ,vas f oundecl by people from ew 
England, descendants of the Pilg·rims 01-- adhe1--ents to the 

Pilg 
tude 
inde 
dom 
Unli 
gatii 
SWOl 

The 
by t 
Puri 
to B1 

H, 
shou 
Puri 
Qual 
them 
them 
colon 
tient 
exerc 
re .. ti] 

Re 
thee 
cutea 
the c 
Were 
rer e 
their 
their 
"UprE 

indivi 
• 
lllal 0 

they 
they, 



f 
T 

7 

) 

i 

THE U1 ,.DERGROU D RAILROAD I IOWA 443 

Pilg1 .. im faith, and they inheI·itecl the i1 .. tues and the f 01,ti­
tucle of the Pu1"itans. Rea1·ed in the lo,Te of libe1·ty and 
inde1Jende11ce, and being the champions of pe1"sonal free­
d om, the Pur·itan we1--e the militant enemies of opp1·ession. 

11like the peaceful ancl non-r sistant Quake1·, these Co11g1.·e­
gationalists we1--e 1--eady to def end tl1ei1" principles ,vith 
swor·d a11d gun as ,vell as th1·ough c11nning and strategy. 
The fugitive slav-e, who had been rescued f1--om his master 
b)'" the st1--ategy of the alem Qual{e1·, ,vas clelive1·ed to the 
Pt11·itans of Denmar·k who often guidecl l1im by a1--mecl f OI'Ce 
to Burlingio11, a11d on to eve11t1.1al f1·eedom. 

Here is 011e of the strangest anomalies in 11istory. It 
sho11ld be 1·emembe1 .. ed that the ancestor·s of these De11ma1 .. l{ 
Pu1·ita11s wer·e, in .r ew England, the bitte1· enemies of the 
Quaker--s. They persecuted them in va1 .. ious ,vays, subjectecl 
them to severe whippin~s, t1·ied them for· witcl1c1.,aft, th1·ew 
them into prison, bo1--ecl their ear·s, banishecl them fr·om the 
colonies, a11d even 1-- sorted to hanging. Tl1e Quaker pa­
tiently endu1--ed these pe1·secutions and persisted in the 
exer--cise of his religious rites until h gained a home and 
resting place in the destinecl land of f 1--eedom. 

He1·e on the prai1 .. ies of Io,va we1·e the descenclants of 
these Purita11 pe1"secuto1·s a11d the descendants of tl1e pe1·se­
cuted Quakers wo1.,king :in f1--ie11clly roope1·ation to liber·ate 
the bondmen of an alien 1·ace. The people of Denma1·k 
we1 .. e a superior class of citizens, educated a11d cult111·ed, 
versed in the principles of civil go\'"ernment as taug·ht by 
thei1-- New England ancesto1--s, and law-abiding and just in 
their dealings with men; but tl1ey had no r·espect for the 
supreme law of the land which proclaimed the right of one 
indiviclual to hold another-- i11 bondage, ancl made it a c1--im­
inal offense to assist a fugitive slave to gain his liber·ty, and 
they violated these laws without compunction. Ioreover, 
they were ready to def end their principles by f 01·ce of arms. 

• 
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To understand fully the attitude of the Denma1--k Cong1.--e­
gationalists, we will have to talce a r eview of the distinctive 
doctrines of the Pu1·itan faith. The following precepts will 
enable us to understand their attitude on this question of 
law and orde1... W e quote '' Every individual has immediate 
access to God, and in all the offices of the spirit is respon­
sible to Him alone. As men are I"esponsible to God alone, 
all a1--e under a sacred oblig·ation to insist on the right and 
duty of absolute mental freedom, unhinde1--ed by dictation 
from any human po,ve1--. Above all other truths, Pu1--itan­
i m places God the ove1--eign and then declares that before 
that Sovereign all men have equal 1--ig·hts. It never asks 
where he ,vas fr om, what is his name or from what race he 
sprang·.'' F1--om these p1 .. ecepts, it can be seen that indi­
,1idual liberty, both mental and material, was a sacred prin­
ciple that applies to all men, and ml1st be def ended at any 
cost. The 1·eader can now understand why the Quaker and 
Puritan could wor·k tog·ether in harmony: both believed in 
the '' hig·her law'' of conscience. 

Any histo1--y of the 11clergr--ound Railroad in Denmark 
would be incomplete ,vithout mention of Re,"'. Asa Tt11,ner. 
Bo1·n in ew Eng·land of Pu1·itan ancestry, he was imbued 
with the spir·it of individual liberty t o such a deg·r ee that 
an3-r domination of 011e individual over the rig·hts of another 
causec1 his soul to bl11--n with l"ig·hteous indignation. He ,vas 
enti1,ely and openly opposed to the national policy on the 
question of slave1--y, and he left no stone unturned to sp1·ead 
the doctrine he so ardently espoused. He not only advo­
cated the cause of the bondmen i11 private and public gath­
e1--ing·s, but he ca1·1·ied his doctrines to the pulpit and often 
preached ag·ainst the sla,re system. 

As a general rule his parishioners agreed with him; but 
it col1ld not be expected that in the age where pro-slavery 
sentiment was dominant that some discordant note would 
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not be sounded, or some spirit of discontent ar oused among 
his congTegation. One aged member of his church wrote 
bim an ea1·nest letter ad i ing bim not to desecrate his 
pulpit by p1·eaching the cau e of abolitionism, to adhe1'e 
strictly to the teachings of h1·ist as et forth in the Bible, 
and not to meddle with national political policies. But from 
a higl1e1-- sou1 .. ce of autho1 .. ity also came a note of protest. 
Be1 .. nhart Henn, a member of ong1--ess from Iowa, '\\71'ote 
him an exhaustive letter protesting against his agitation of 
the sla,-ery question. ong·1-- ssman Henn exp1 .. essed his 
belief that sla,:·e1--y was an injury to those who p1·acticed it, 
but he had never conside1--ed it a moral wi .. ong. He held 
,, .. ith A. H . tevens that the African was an inferior race 
a11cl that slavery was his natu1·al state; that to gTant equal 
political privileges to the neg1.--o was warring against both 
God and nature. God had made one race to differ f1--om 
another, e,Ten as he had made one star to differ from an­
other in glor . It was futile to t1·y to place on an equality 
races of men that had been created different. 

Unde1-- all these weighty protests, Asa Tu1 .. ner never 
wa,-ered f1 .. om the cou1·se he bacl taken. He believed that he 
was right and, having faith in the right, he sought no 
fu1 .. ther justification £01 .. his conduct. He fu1--the1~ held that 
the fugitive slave law of his day was contrary to all the 
principles of right and justice · that it was contrary to the 
teachings of Christ, and the Holy Scriptures; and that the 
enactment of an unjust law by the national Congress was 
no reason he should abandon his ideals of justice. 

With Asa Turner to believe was to act. Follo,ving the 
c1ictates of his conscience he never turned the needy from 
his doo1 .. 01' hesitated to assist the fug·itive ,v-ho was fleeing 
from bonclage. I any f orme1· slaves o,ved their freedom to 
the tjmely action of Asa Turne1·. Although a great many 
f11gitives ,,Te1·e aided in gaining their liber·ty by tl1e people 
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of Denma1·k it is only possible at this late date to g·ive a few 
instances of the man11e1-- in which these unfo1·tunate people 
".,.ere assisted to f 1·eedom. 

011 one occasion, t,vo neg·1--oes we1·e attempting to escape 
by c1·ossing· the 1·iver to Illinois. They we1--e placed in the 
bottom of a ,vag·on box and co,rered with farm p1--oduce, and 
in this wav c1·ossecl the 1 .. i, ... er on the same boat that car .. ried 

~ 

their pu1--suer who we1·e seeking· them as their-- lawful 
p1·ope1·t3'". 

The1·on T1·0,vb1--idg·e ,,Tas also a devol1t man and faithful 
in his atte11c1ance at the chl11·ch " '"l1e1--e Asa Turne1 .. p1·eached 
the gospel of h1·ist anc1 libe1--ty. He was bold and acti·v·e in 
as isti11g· sla,res to elude thei1-- p111·sue1--s and so p1·ominent 
hacl he become in this \\701·k that the l\ii sour .. ians offe1·ed a 
1--ewa1·cl for his captur·e. 

011e llnday mo1--ning·, he had a n11m ber of neg·roes harbor ­
i11g· in his home. He kne,, ... that thei1 .. maste1·s ,vere in the 
, ... ici11it sea1 .. ching fo1-- them w:th bloodhounds and he antici­
pated that the pu1"suers WOl1ld be at his home that day. 
Faithful to his custom, howeve1 .. , Ir. Trowb1·idg"e repai1--ed 
to his chur·ch to do homag·e to his 1f aker, but befor .. e going· 
to cl1u1·ch he p1 .. epared some biscuit to tempt a hungTy 
hound. His son, J. B. Tro,vb1·idg·e was left at home, with 
inst1--uctions to feed any of these dog·s which came about 
the house. True to his expectations the dog·s came, and as 
they appeared at the 1·ea1· of the dwelling-- trailing· the fug·i­
tives, the son feel the dog·s the biscuit the elde1-- T1--owb1·idg·e 
had preparecl. It is said that these bloodhounds g·ave up 
their lives at no g1--eat distance f1--om the T1--owbridg·e home. 

Asa Turner often related with 11n1--estrained g-lee the 
sto1 .. y of a little Qualrer ,voma11 of Salem at ,vhose home a 
neg·ro fug·itive was ha1--bo1 .. ing. \ \'hen the hunte1 .. s came in 
sea1--ch of their .. p1--ope1·ty, she pl1shecl the husband, who was 
ill, aside and answered the door he1 .. self . \Vhen the search-
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e1's asked her if she kne,v whe1--e the '' nig·ger· ' was, sl1e 
promptl answe1·ed, ''Yes, I do. He is not t,vo hund1·ed 
ya1·ds from this door, and if ou had not been a set of fools, 
you ,vol1ld ha,e found l1im long· ago. '' They looked else-

whe1 .. e for thei1· man. 

EXTEND! :rG THE U~DERGROU TD RAILROAD 

At the time of the I{ansas border ,var, J olm B1·0,,rn 

c1·ossed Iowa se,Te1--al times on his wa T to Kan as or to the 
East. His object u1 going to Kan as ,vas to assist the a11ti-
la, ... ery fo1'ces, not to e tablish a home, anc1 as he passed 

tl11·ough Iowa he establish d a line of travel fo1· l1is fug·itive 
slaves. Beginning· in the "rest at Tabor, the line 1 .. an no1--th 
and east to Iadison and Dallas counties. This line pa ed 
through Ea1·lham - a Quaker settlement - Des £oi11es, 
G1"'in11ell, W a hing1on, ra ,vf 01·clsville, and 1I usca tine. 

ear· Earlham, to " Thi ch Quake1·s f 1"'om alem had ca1·1·ied 
the spiI·it of Thomas F1 .. azie1"', B1·owi1 established one of his 

most trusted stations. 
A nar1--ative written by H erman Cool{, " ... ho "\"\1 as a con-

ducto1· on the road, tells some of the incidents of travel 
along this section of the U nde1"'gTound Rail1--oad. 

'' After John Brown came th1·ough Iowa, stations we1·e 
lcnown and accounted £01·. The t1·ai11 started from Tabor, 
Fremont County, and c1 .. ossed diagonally Adair Col1nty, 
stril{ing· Summit Grove, where_Stewar·t is no,v located . 
F1 .. om here, 011e line ,vent east down Qt1ake1· Di,ride (Quaker 
Divide was a Quake1-- settlement ancl meeting lmo\vn as Bear 

r eek, five miles north,vest of EaI·lham) and the other 
crossed the Coon Rive1" near R edfielcl, then throug·h Adel, 

both coming together in D es 1\Ioines. 
'' Iany times colored men and ,vomen would be seen 

crossing the prai1--ies f1·om fiddle Ri-ve1 .. to Summit Grove -
sla,res 1--unning awa3r to freedom. In the ,vinter of 1859-60, 
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ook was going· to Bear Creek d1--iving a carriage, and in it 
were two young· colored women. They were sisters and 
f1--om the west border of fissouri. Their master was their 
father and they had both been reared in the famjly. War 
was apparent and thei1" maste1-- decided to sell them 'down 
sol1th'. They heard the plotting· and fot1nd out that they 
were to go on the auction block, and made a run for the 

orth Star. They had been on the 1 .. oad seven weeks when 
they a1 .. 1'ived at A. W . L's at S11mmit Grove. (A. W. L's 
was Alysters W . Lewis.) 

''Before da lig·ht, they were housed at Uncle 11artin 's. 
Two days later, one of the sister"'s, who had been 011t in the 
ya1--d, came ri1nning· in and told gTandmother, '11aste1" is 
coming up the 1--oad. ' Grand£ ather went out in f1 .. ont and 
at do\\'11. in his chair ag·ainst the side of the door. By this 

tjme, a number of men had ridden up, and asked hjm if he 
had seen any slaves around. He told them that slaves were 
not known in Iowa. Then one of them said, 'I am told that 
yo11 are an old Quaker, and have been suspected of harbou1~­
ing· black folks as they ran away to Canada. I have traced 
two g·irls across the country, and have reasons to believe 
that they have been he1"'e. ' Grandfather said, 'I neve1-- turn 
anyone away who wants lodging, but I keep no slaves.' 
'Then, I will come in and see,' said the man, and jumped off 
his ho1 .. se and sta1 .. ted for the house. Grandfathe1· stood up 
with his cane in his hand and stepped into the door when 
the man attempted to enter .. and said, 'Has thee a wa1 .. rant 
to sea1 .. ch my house, ' ' o, I have not. ' 'Then thee cannot 
do so.' 'Bi1t, I 1vill show you', said the man. 'I will search 
for my g·irls. ' 

''While this parley was g·oing on, and loud wo1 .. ds were 
coming· thick and fast, G1 .. andmother came up and said, 
'Fathe1--, if the man wants to look throug·h the house let hjm 
do so. Thee oug·ht to know he won't :find any slaves he1 .. e.' 
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G1·andf athe1' tu1'n d and sta1' d at h l' a minute, and then 
said, 'I a k thy forgiven s for p aking so har hly. Thee 
can go th1'ough the house if moth 1' says so. ' 

' G1'anclf ather howed biro through all tl1e 1·ooms, but 
tayecl clo e to him all the time. f ter ati fyinghim elf 

that th y were not th re, he begg d th old man s f orgi.v -
ne , mount d hi hor and 1·0 le a\\ ay. Vi hen the coast 
was clear, it was found that ·wh n 1{aggie bad ru heel in and 
said '11a ter is coming' grandmother ha tily snatched off 
the large feather b d, spread it all ov r them, put on the 
cov r and pillows, patted out th ,v1·i11kles, ancl so 110 lave 

Th party ref rr cl t in the foregoing narrativ as 
ncle 1Iarti11 ,\ ... as ~1a1·tin 1001{, ancl g1.·anclfatl1 1-- a11cl g1·,1111-

moth 1· 1·ef e1·1· cl to " ... e1· Job.Ii a11d 1\.nnri ook, t111cle a11cl 
gra11clpa1·ents 1·e p tively of I-I 1'man ,..ool{. 

'' On tim a load "ra b i11°· tak 11 clo,,r11 the ot1th sicle of 

11. '' 

oon Ri, ... l', ancl had r a b cl tl1e timbe1· 011 the blt1ffs n a1· 
De 1foincs. .1.\ l)o11t th1· o lock iJ.1 tl1e mo1·ning·, a. tl1e 
ca1·1,ia 0 ·e \\7 aS 1 i u1·el1r o·oing alon°· tl1e S0lll1Cl of dista11t 
hoofbeat w 1'e hea1·c1 comi11g b 11incl. 1\. t :61' t it was 
thought th arriage could out run the pursu rs, but pru­
clence fo1·bade. .1.\. narrow 1·oad at 011 sic1e ,vas l1astily 
followed a few l'Od ancl the a1~1·iag toppecl. The ho1· e­
man passed on, w arin"" t rnal vengeanc on the whole 
'caboodl ' if captu1'ec1. "\V h n 011ncl ,,T 1·e lost il1 the dis­
tance, a dash was made for the d pot in Des 1{ oin s, anc1 all 

af ly landed bef 01 .. e c1aylig·ht. '' 
1I1~. ool{ relates that ome mo11ths after this wild micl-

night ride, he ,vas coming from .A.d 1 on hor back, opposite 
~Ir. 1{urry's, east of R clfi lcl. H re he saw olc1 man 1Iurry 
a11cl a st1'ange1 .. bac1{ of the bar11. H was becko11ed O'-... r. 
Th stranger proved to be Old John Bro,vn of Osawatomie. 
:r.rurry told Brown that this \\Tas the young man that came 

voL. xxn-29 
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• 
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so near being· caug·ht on a t1--ip to Des 11oines. B1 .. o,vn said, 
''Young· man, when you a1--e on the Lord's business, you 
must be more discreet. You must always listen backwards 
as you are always followed. '' He told young Cook that he 
was responsible for that line of road, and he wanted his 
conductoi-·s to be more careful in the future. '' Things are 
coming to a head,'' he said, '' and somebody is going to g·et 
hu1 .. t. '' 

Cook became a soldier in the Civil War, and in 1864, while 
at 1emphis, in Tennessee, he saw for the first time a regi­
ment of colored soldiers. One of the lieutenants in this 
reg·iment was Henry, who was with him in that midnig"ht 
1--un for the depot in Des 1oines. The neg·1--o officer was also 
a t1--usted scout for the g·ene1--al of his division. 

In addition to the route laid out by John Brown th1--oug"h 
Tabor, Des 1foines, Grinnell, and 11 uscatine, there was 
another through Fairfield, Richland, lay, and W ashingion, 
which joined the other 1 .. oad at C1--awfo1 .. dsville, a small to\vn 
in the southeaste1--n part of W ashing·ton County. The 1--oad 
through Fairfield and Richland was in 1·eality an extension 
of the wo1--k of Salem and Denma1 .. k. 

Salem was the g·ateway throug·h which all emig·1 .. ant Qua­
kers passed. Stopping at Salem f 01-- a season, until they 
could g·et thei1-- bearing·, they pressed f 01--wa1"d to the interior, 
and soon settlements were made at Pleasant Plain, Rich­
land, and a little later on in Warr·en, Iadison, and Dallas 
counties, centering· ar .. ound the town of Earlham. For many 
yea1--s, these communities looked to alem as the fountain 
head of Quakerism in Iowa. 

As Salem was the gateway of Quakerism, so Denmark 
was the 1fecca of Cong·regationalism. From Denma1·k, mis­
sionaries were sent out into the interior to g·ather into 
flocks the scattered sheep of the fold, and also provide an 
abiding· place for those who had no 1"elig·iol1s home. 
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Churches were established at Fai1--field and at a point called 
Clay near Pleasant Plain and Richland. 

Here history repeated itself. The influence of alem and 
Denroa1--k abided with these communities, and Oong1·ega­
tionalists and Quakers were found wo1--king in harmony in 
this humanitarian cause. Fugitives who reached Fair'field 
,\1e1--e taken in charge by friends ,vho would conduct them to 
Richland or Pleasant Plain, and then to lay; f 1--om whence, 
they would be moved to W ashingion and on to Orawf ords-

, ille and 11 usca tine. 
We are fortunate in being able to p1·eserve the name of 

a number of the conductors on this I·oute. Allen Stalker 
"·as the manager from Fai1·fi.eld to Richland or Pleasant 
Plain; then, Hen1·y 1101,g·an and 1Ianning 1fills would con­
, ... ey the fugitives to Olay and on to W ashingion. Here tl1ey 
,vould be taken care of by John and Iartin . Kilg·o1·e. 

ome am11sing stories are still preserved of the happen­
ings along this line of the Unde1--g·1·ound Railroad. 0. W. 
Basworth relates that when a small child, some slaves we1·e 
concealed in the loft of his father's barn. He of cour·se 
did not know the sec1--et, but as he was playmg about the 
l)a1·n, he sa,v one of the negroes loolring do,vn at him. He 
1·an to the house and told his folks that the black colt was 

up in the barn loft. 
At another time, when Henry 1101·ga11 ,vas conveying a 

load of fugitives from Olay to Washington in a co, ... e1·ed 
,,-agon, and was about to enter the f e1·1--y boat to cross the 
Skunk River, the slave masters rode Ul) and prepared to 
look into the wagon. 1Iorgan yelled, ''We've got smallpox 
in there.'' The pursuers ,vheeled and taking the back 

track were seen no mo1--e . 
On account of the conve1--gence of these two roads, the 

t1--affic from Crawfordsville to 1f uscatine was very heavy. 
Wl1en J obn Kilgore and l\Iartin 0. Kilgore broug·ht their 
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fugitives from Washington, Colonel Rankin would receive 
them and conceal them in the loft of the '' House of all Na­
tions''. On the following· night Colonel Rankin would take 
them out at the back door, to the ba1--n, where he would 
place them in a covered wagon and drive them to Colonel 
Baily's house in Columbus City. On the following night 

olonel Baily would g·o th1 .. ough a sjmilar perfo1 .. mance and 
land them safely at 1Iuscatine. As many as thirteen fug·i­
tives we1 .. e concealed in the ''House of all Nations'' at one 
time. Ve1"y few, if any, were ever captured. 

The '' House of all ations '' was a large, inartistic struc­
tu1--e, built by Colonel Rankin fo1-- a hotel and living· house. 
One la1 .. g·e 1·oom was used at tjmes fo1' a store room. It 
received its cognomen from the n11merous and different 
classes of people that had occupied it, anc1 from the varied 
uses to which it was put. 

Crawf 01 .. dsville has a 11nique histo1"y, and it is :fitting that 
it should be mentioned he1 .. e. It was settled at an early date 
by the secede1· branch of the Presbyterian Chu1--ch whose 
influence dominated the community. These secedeI"S would 
allow no musical instr11ments in their-- church, and sang 
nothing· but psalms. In the st1 .. ictest sense of the term, they 
'' remembered the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.'' They 
assisted in the work of the Underground Railroad, but were 
not the leaders in the movement. 

The high distinction that Crawfordsville enjoys a1 .. ises 
from the fact that it has a claim to be considered the birth­
place of the Republican party. In 1,854, the Liberty party, 
Free Soil party, and sjmila1 .. org·anizations opposed to the 
extension of slavery began to unite. A State convention to 
which all these different org·anizations were invited was 
called at C1 .. awf ordsville, in Fe-b1--uary, 1854. The conven­
tion was held in the Secede1"'s chu1 .. ch on the exact location 
of the United Presbyterian Chu1--ch of to-day. As this was 
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a mass convention, it is not possible to obtain the names of 
many of the delegates. From 11t. Pleasa11t went the noted 
ed.ucator, Samuel L. Howe, and his son Edward Howe; f1--om 

alem went Joel C. Gar1 .. etson and Eli Jessup; and from 

Denmark, Dr. Curtis hed. 
Edward Howe was chairman of the Committee on Reso-

lutions, which retired to the '' House of all Nations'' for 
their deliberations. This house stood on the spot no,v occu­
pied by the econd ational Bank. 1fiss Sarah 1~awf ord, 
a daughter of Dr. Crawford, for whom the village was 
named, went with the commjttee to trim the lampwick and 
keep up the fire. Owing to the different 01 .. ganizations 
represented, and the divergence of views, the committee 
deliberated a number of hours before the members finally 
agreed and reported the plat£ orm to the convention. Here 
it was warmly discussed, amended, ream ended, and adopted. 
It was well toward mornjng when the con-vention adjou1~ned, 
and the child thus born was christened the '' Republican 

pa1,ty''. 
I am not unmindful of the fact that the usual clajm is that 

the Republican party was born at Ripon, Wisconsin, on 
11arch 20, 1854. The convention at Crawf 01 .. dsville ante­
dated the Ripon meeting at least one month, and as the 
union here perfected was named the Republican party, 
Crawfordsville is fairly entitled to the distinction of being· 
the birthplace of this organization. • 

0. A . GARRETSON 
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