
HI T R AL THE MILITIA I I W 

(The term militia i uot new to th people of Iowa and th nit d tat , 
but it has had various meaning at different p riods in our hi tory. Ev n 
during th am p riod it ha L >en u · <l to d i rnat differ nt group of m n. 
At th time of the adoption of the F deral 'on titution th militia inclu<l d 
nearly th whol ff ctiv fighting for• of th population d ignat d a "all 
abl -bodied whit male citizen b tw n th age of ight n and forty-five". 
Thi· body wa wholly unor aniz d, and xi. t d mer Iy a a totality of indi
Yidual available in ca.e of military nece ity. 

Out of tlus unorganized militia tle\'elop d a militia which wa ba ed on th 
ch il ol'ganization and inc Jud d all m n b twe u the ag s of ight n and 
forty-fl.Ye. ually the men of on county formed a eompany, battalion, or 
regirn nt. Thi. militia - which i found in Territorial Iowa - wa at l a t 
an outlined organization, with an annual or emi-annual mu t r and drill. 

During the p riod imm diat ly preceding h hil War th r e, i ted a third 
type of military organization which wa charact rize 1 by ind pendent volun
t r companies, having no connection with ac•h other exc pt tha the offic r 
of all were commi ioned by th Gov rnor of the tat . r ic ly p akin 
the e companies wer not militia organizations; nor wer they rouped into 
regiment and brigade . The mem r w r uppo cl to drill occa ionally, 
but their usual maneuvers consi ted of laborately o tum d parades and miJi. 
tary ball . 

Th militia with which we ar familia r to-day known as th ... ational 
Guard, and con i t of regularly or anized compani which are group cl into 
regiments under the joint supervi ion of the tate and F d ral authoriti s. 
Enrollment rn th e companie i voluntary; and in no n ·e do they includ 
the whole of the militia, which till, in theory, includ all abl -bodied mal 
citizens of th tate betw en th age of eighte n and forty-five. 

ince the appearance of volunteer companie , attempt have b n mad to 
cla ify the militia by the u e of uch term a : '' cti,·e'' and ''Inactive' , 
'' Organiz d'' and '' norganized ', ''Active' ' and '' d ntary' ', '' Activ 
:Militia" and "Peace E tabli hment", " olunteer" and "Re erve", and 
'' Volunteer and ''Enrolled' '.1- EDITOR.] 

THE • IILITI LT THE ... TIT ED ' TATE 

The militia nit d at wa 
from E no-land and antedat th R volution. 

inherit 
earl a 

1 mith 's Militia of the United tates from 18.f6 t<, 1860 in the Indiana 
Magazine of History, Vol. V, p. 25. 

299 



__________________ ,_ 

300 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

October 26, 1774, "the Colonial embly of Ma achusetts, 
which had been dissolved by the Governor on eptember 
2 th, met, voted themsel es a Provincial ongre , adopted 
a cheme for the militia, appointed several general officer , 
as well a a Committ e of af ty to organize the militia, 
commis ion the officer and direct their operations in the 
field, and a Committee of Supplie to procure arm and 
ammunition.' '2 In 1775 thi ommittee of afety or an
ized companies and reo-iment throuo-hout }.fa achu ett · 
Bay olon . Other colonie fallowed thi ample, and 
the militia stem wa thus e tabli h d in he w World. 
The military forces were, of course, under the complete 
direction and control of the individual colonie . 

Thu it will be seen that while '' the American olonies 
posse ed no Regular military fore '' at the opening of 
the Revolution, neverthele s '' each colony bad a force of 
militia' '.3 A majority of the men composing thi militia 
were trained in the bard hips of the frontier and ere good 
bot and elf-reliant, but owing to the lack of organiza

tion it can hardly be aid that they constitut an ff ctive 
fighting force for concerted and u tained action. Ther 
was al o a nucleus of good officers who, having receiv d 
a thorough training in the French and Indian war , made 
first-clas soldier s, although they hated di cipline. 

"The absence of a permanent force of egular troop ", 
accordino- to one authority on military bi tor , "left the 
re olting colonies no alternative except to have recour e 
to uch militia a they already po e sed, upplemented 
by whatever recruits presented them lve . '' 4 Thus there 
wer in the Revolutionary ar many oldier who had been 
enroll d in the colonial militia companie . 

2 Huidekoper's The Military Unpreparedness of the United States, p. 5. 

aHuidekoper 's The Military Unpreparedness of the United States, p. 3. 

4 Huidekoper 's The Military Unpreparedness of the United States, pp. 4, 5. 
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By declaring that Cono-re hall have the power t o 
"provide for oro-anizing, arming and di ciplining the mili
tia, and for governing uch part of th m a may be em
ployed in the ervice of the nited tate , re erving to the 
tate , re pectively, the appointment of the officers and 

th authority of training the militia according to the di ci
pline pre cribed by ono-r ", the Federal Con titution 
perp tuated the colonial militar y tem.e1 It was further 
provided that the Pre ident of th nited tate hould be 

ommander-in- hief of the militia whenever it wa em
ployed in th ervice of the United tate . Indeed, more 
detailed pro vi ion for the militia are found in the Con ti
tu tion than for an other branch of the military ervice. 
The purpo for which it may be c lled out by th Pres
ident are pecifi.ed; and o great wa the concern reo-arding 
the militia that the econd amendment to the Con titution 
p cifi.call provid d that " w 11 rerulated militia being 

n ce ary to the ecurity of a free state, the right of the 
people to ke p and bear arm hall not be infringed.' '6 

In conformity with the provi ion of the Con titution 
there wa enacted by ongre , in Ma , 1792, a general 
law for all militia organization. entitled " n ct to pro
vide for calling out the militia to execute the law of the 

nion, uppre in urrection and repel inva ion . '' 7 By 
thi act th militia tern wa definitely fa tened upon the 
countr . It provided that ' each and every free able
bodi d white male citizen of the r pectiv tate , re ident 
ther ein who i or hall be of the age of ighteen year and 
und r the age of forty-five y ar , except as is hereinafter 

5 Constitution of t he United States, rt. I, ec. . 

a Constitution of t he United tates, Amendment II. 

1 nited tates tatutes at Large, ol. I, p. 264; mith ' s Militia of t he 
United tates from 1846 to 1860 in the Indiana Magazine of History, Vol. XV, 
p. 21. 
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hall v rally and r c iv ly b nr 
y th a ptain r c mnu mling-

c mpan ""'1.thin wh b und and 
tha within tw hT m nth af r h pa in ()" f thi act· 
and i hall at all tim h r aft r b th duty of v ry uch 
aptain r mma · f a ompany t nr l v ry 
uch itiz n a a al th wh hall fr m 

tim t tim arriY al Lh · f io-ht n : ar 
f h ag f and un 1 r t 

fiv y ar hal 
within hi b und an 1 hall with 
z n f th aid nr llm n by a r p r n n- nuni i n d 

ffic r f th c mpany b wh m u h n ti may b 
pr v d. 

Thi la, al o pr rib th arm an l quipm nt f th 
b ur d b. T th f mi-

liiia. 
tat 
tat 

h vi -
t ju li ial an 
t f b th h u 

r p tiY h ir 
l rk , all ffi a · ar mpl . d 

in h ar arnl c nv y th mail f th p t ffi 
of th nit d tat , all f pl y d a an f rry 

n th po t r ad all in p xp rt all I · , all 
marin r a tuall pl ·n t rvi fan. itiz n 

r m r hant of t n· lat an l all per n "T 
ar r ma_,. her aft r law f p · 

ball b an ar .· mpt l fr m militia 
lut. n twith tan iinb· th ir b ino- a a · ht n 
and un l 'r th f f rty- y ar ial 

x mpti n ,, ·an d t ak r uak r .9 

h dul f ro-aniza ion and ffi r w 

nited tates tatutes at Large, Vol. I, p. 264.. 

9 nited tates tatutcs at Large, ol. I , p. 2 4. 

d 
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but not pre cribed by the militia law of 1792. Regimental 
and battalion mu ter and in p ction were r quired. It 
wa mad the duty of the djutant General of each tate 
to make return of the militia to the ommander-in-Chief 
of the tate and to the Pre ident of the United tate .10 

In 1 03 the e return wer r quir d to be made annually 
and ere to include tati tic of th arm and ammunition 
a well a the number of men. In 1 0 an annual appropri
ation of $ ... 00,000 wa mad b the g neral gov rnment 
for equippino- th militia- th amount of equipm nt pro
vid d for ach tate beino- ba ed upon annual r turns. 
In 1 16 th regulation of th act of 179 with re pect to 
the fi ld officer w re changed by a irnino- a olonel to a 
regiment in place of a Lieutenant olon 1. Four years 
later the di ciplin and field exerci e of the Regular rmy 
wer prescribed for u e b the tate militia.11 

The militia law of 179""" proved to be both ineffective 
and inadequate: indeed, it. provi ion were almo t wholly 
unenforced. o material modification of the law wa 
cur d, however, until 1903 - although frequent attempt 
were made to revi e or modify it. It i aid that no ub
ject, exc pt finance, wa more discu ed prior to the Civil 
War. 

In the meantime voluntary tate action upplied to om 
e tent th lack of legi lation by Congre . tate organiza
tion prang up a purely local unit ; national control 
dwindled· and there wa in r ality no uch thing a a na
tional militia. early a 1 40 it wa generally conceded 

10 By the Ordinance of 17 7 the Governors of t he Territories and tates in 
the orthwest T erritory were made Commanders-in-Chief of their militias. 
This was true of the original States, too, and that precedent has been followed 
to date.- Ordinance of 1787. 

11 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. III, p. 295 ; Smith 's Milit ia of the 
Unit ed States from 1846 to 1860 in the Indiana Magazine of History, Vol. XV, 
p. 21. 



304 row A JO R AL OF HI TORY POLITIC 

that the s tern of univer al member hip in a mili ia which 
wa obligated to train but one day in the ear wa a failure. 
Durino- hi admini tration r id nt an ur n wrot that 
"th principal objection to th pre ent y tem app ar to 
arise from the err at and unn ce ary tent of th nrol
ment of the militia held to actual ervic and ho are r -
quir d to mu t r and do duty a c rtain numb r of d · y in 
the ear, and from the ant of adequate mean of induce
m nt to ecure a prop r in truction; by r a on of which 
thi heavy tax i not only render d in a o-reat deo-r u e
l s but i al o unrea onably burd n om . . 

"How far the exi ting organization and la pa ed by 
the tate in pursuance th r of have pr ved ucc ful in 
accompli hing the o-reat object in view, viz: the in truction 
and improvement of citiz n oldier in military tactic , ou 
ar abl to judo- for your lve . Th r ult re a hort 
time ince umm d up. [by Gen ral a , h n 

ecr tary of War] 'It i ain to ect that th whole 
adult population of th country can, or will fu ni h them-
elve with th articl s r quir d b law; or that th ir col

lection, for any numb r of da th can afford to de ote 
to thi object, and und r the usual circum tan e of uch 
a mblage , can produc any beneficial effect th m
s 1 e or th ir country. lread , in a number of tate , 
the tern ha unk under th w ight of public opinion'. " 12 

Pr ident Van Buren u 0·g ted the r cruiting of cti 
militia c mpani by volunteer nli tment a th 1 o-ical 
elution of the probl m. 
Popular inter st in th militia ha varied con iderably in 

intensit . In the early day , following th Re lution, 
spirit ran hi 0 ·h and th militia was 11 upported. n w 

tat were or 0·anized they p dil incorporat d into th ir 
1 2 Extracts from a lctt r writt n by resid nt Martin Van Buren to citiz ns 

of Elizabeth ity County, irginia, iu the Iowa Territorial Gazette and Adver-
tiser (Burlington), ugust 29, 1 40. 
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law provi ion for militia organization. Thi wa gener
ally a far a the matt r went. Even the fronti r tate 
eemed ati fi d that with th old di trict plan of militia

who e only utility lay in it inadequate facilitie for tak
ing the cen u -th y were ufficiently protected from the 
dang r of Indian attack . 

"Followino- the tormy time of the war of 1 12-15", 
ay one writer, '' ther came a period of comparative qui t 

in militia circle during which time little or nothing wa 
done to improve the y tern. number of tate 
tried to awak n ongr to action but without a ail and 
for ome time no proo-re wa mad . ' 713 While no definite 
dat can b et for the beginnino- of thi decline in intere t 
in the militia, "certain it i that th _ decljne began many 
year b fore the exican war. The cau e for it were 
man -lack f military nece it ; raren of drill da 
exp n e, and commutati n and fine . th m mory of 
the ar of 1 l'..... faded gradually from the public mind, the 
military pirit al o declined. Then it wa that the hard-
hip orked b the t m became noticeable. The drill 

in mo t ca e w re held on only one day in the ar, and 
that u uall in pril or ctober. It took all mornin°· to 
get the roll call d and it wa not until two o'clock that the 
actual drillino- occurred and th n the officer in command 
many time appeared lat in the day. In many ca e that 
in itself would ha e made little difference, for oft n the 
officer knew littl mor than the men, but th lo of time 
wa a r al burd n. n ca e at 1 a t i on record where 
the offic r in charo-e wa in the habit of readino- th orders 
from print d card . ' 714 

1s Clarke ' Official H istory of the M ilit ia and the at ional Guard of the State 
of P nnsylvania, Vol. II, p. 29. 

14 mith s Mil itia of the United tates f rom 1816 to 1860 in the Indiana 
Magaz ine of History, ol. XV, p. 22. 



I .TO R L HIT R 

Th ial <lrill and parad day v rywh r re-
'ndicativ of th i1 ·n h militia. o er-

Ritn r f P nn ylvania in hi annual m 
t d that whil h wa no am n tho who 

fit u efuln r ffici ncy fr m th mo 1 y app ar-
an of a r o-im nt a Ia · parad n v rth 1 i mu t 
b rn in mind that all ,varlik in tim of 
p a have mor or 1 fan unn...,...,,~..,.,,.,. t ridiculou 
app aranc . It i only wh n th t rn n f th war 
drum all m n to d fend th ir horn and kinur d that 
militar T arc d a um th hara t r r al n c ity.' 
II ug()' t d 'th pr pri ty of o am 11 lino- th la, for 
r o-ulatin°· parad that all u l ,va t of iim and 
mon y may b avoid d. 1 It ,va in hi tat 
tw lv y ar arli r that ' th y-f urt a 
a j k an l t ridi militia, 1 cted ck an 
· 1t ] 1. . . . lon · u d 

for a para Fir t Battalion n-
a Ion rbur n May and f t at-
talion un 1 r hi wn omma fa 1 . 1 

lu k at ali n ara l l numb r f p app ar d 
in fan a tic o um rru d wi h p nd imita ion 
fw 

In r m arl. ti 'th annual mu r da had 
· f ocial tim f r th entir · rh d th 

dancing and barb 
th ri u bu in 

u l:llwa. attra ti · 
f th day. Thi . 

a ion b cam m r and mor m 
raduall • fad d and th offi 

1 and 1 ri u ly. Th pp aran 

ry 
k h ir 

fa b d 

15 larke' Official H ist ory of the M ilitia and t he 1at io11 al Guard of t he t ate 
'Jf Pi;1111sylrw11a, Yol. II, p. 37. 

10 larke . Officia l H i tor y of t he M ilitia and t he ·at1011al Guard of th t ate 
of Pcn11.~yli a111a, Yol. II , p. 3~. 
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f mili ia on trainino- da ha b n lik n d to a burl que 
n 11 thino- militar . ' 17 fJ:h ir arm r u uall a luai-
rou a their co tum h ir u tomary w apon o-ivin 

th m the nam of '' c rn- talk militia . 
B. 1 4- th con di ion f th militia b an to alarm om 

int p opl a a r ult n r app in d a 
o · to inv tio-at the ndition f th militia an to 

mak u tion for it improv m n 1 h u h th r -
por of committ t no n 
man.r f th d it t r com-
pam w cam int ral fa or. th y 

lap d. 
ligb r 

h r nd o the , hol m o- in col-
Imm diatel"'" aft r h 1exic n th a a 
i al of int r t in mili ar affair and volunt r 

mparn w r ao-ain oro-aniz d. Durino- th d cad pr -
c dino- th ivil ar th r wa lik wi a cid d upwar 
tr nd in military pirit wh n p opl b O'an to r aliz that 
th y po e d no militar tr no-th. 

0011 after th ivil ar the oro-aniz d militia in the 
van u tat am to b kn wn a th a ional uard. 
Thi io-na ion i ri inat d at th time 
Lafay tt vi it m ri a in 1 _4 when th famou 
nth R im nt of th w ork militia ad pt d thi nam 

in hi honor - aft r th " ard ational " In 1 62 the 
tat of pt d the rm to d crib it or an-

iz d militia. tat follo-v d thi ampl , and 
to-day in mo th active militia i known a the 

ational uard. 
In 1 7 the annual appropriation of 200,000, which had 

be n made in 1 0 for h quipm nt of the militia, wa in-

1.7 mith' Militia of the United tates from 1846 to 1860 in the Indiana 
Magazine of History, Vol. XV, p. 31. 

1s mith 's Milit ia of the United tates from 1846 to 1860 in th Indiana 
Magazine of History, Vol. XV, p. 24. 
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crea ed to $400 00. Thi fund w to be apportioned 
numb r of enators amono- th tat in proportion t 

and pr nt t whi h th w r ntitl l in the 
no-r th t d ta 1 9 n 1900 thi appropria-

ti n wa fix d a a million cl llar annuall .2 

inally, in L , a fundam n al hano- in th militia law 
wa und rtak n by 111 an A t t pr mot the 
ffi i nc f th Iilitia -b t r kn wn a th "Dick 

Bill ".21 Th fundam n al purp of thi act wa to unify 
and brino- into harmon th liff r nt branch f th mili-
tar tabli hm nt-to mak th militia and th R o-ular 

rm rv th am nd. It wa not t tak th place 
f tat acti n but to uppl m nt that a ti n. 
Thi act provid d that th militia hall c n i t of every 

abl -bo i d mal f th r p ctiv tat , T rri-
tori , and th lumbia and r abl -bodied 
mal f for i 0·n birth wh ha cl 1ar d hi int nti n to b -
c m a itiz n, who i m r than iO'ht n and 1 than 
forty-fiv T ar of a o- , hall b livi d int two la 
- th · ze l mili ti a ti nal uard 

T rri tri t f ia or b u h 
· iv n th m b th 1 w of the 

r i . an l th r maind r to b 
known a. '' 22 Th th act, 
ho,v 1 uar ar 
u · 1t r hancr ably t cl i 0 ·nat th ro-aniz d militia. 

act furth ' r vi<l cl that within fiv ar aft r it 
r craniz ltion armam nt an l i ciplin f th 

1 

uar 1 h ul 1 b th ; m a tha f th 
rn 111tcd tail: 'tatutcs at Large, rol. ••• IV, pp. l-01 402. 

20 C'11 ·1cd tales tatute at J,arqe, Vol • XXI p. 66 ... 
21 

o narn d af r :'.\Iajor ,en ral bar! . Dick, of th hio .. Tational Guard, 
then a member of th Hou e of R pr ntativ and chairman of the ommitte 
on th • lili tia. 

-2 C, itcd 'tat£ tatute · al Larg , Yol ••• II, Pt. I p. 775. 
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rm rm , ammunition, and military uppli s were to 
b 1 ued to th oro-aniz d militia of the tate b th 

d tate go, rnm nt. In p ction of militia com
panie b arm officers wa pr cribed. Ther wa al o 
provi ion for the participation of the militia or ational 
Guard in joint maneuv r with th Rerular rmy23 und r 
the command of a Rerular rm offic r. M mb r of the 
militia campani w re r quir d ' to participat in practice 
marche or go into camp of in truction at 1 a t fl. con-

ecuti e da , and t a mble for drill and in truction at 
compan , battalion, or refilm ntal armorie or rendezvou 
or for targ t practice not le than twenty-four times'' each 
year. 

While it had om def ct the Dick Bill wa a great ad
vance in militia legi lation. In an addr s b fore th Fifth 

nnual Con ention of th Inter tate ational Guard o-
ciation of the nited tate , h Id at olumbu , Ohio, on 
Ma 4 and 5, 1903, ecr tar of ar Elihu Root explained 
the idea and importance of thi law, and gave the following 
ummary concerning the militia from early time to 1903: 

In determining what is the leading idea, the controlling purpo e 
of thi law, it is nece ary to go into the condition which the law 
met - into the hi tory of the militia of the United tate . It i 
familiar to u all that the oriainal idea of the founders of the Re
public wa , that the entire body - the male population of the 
country - hould constitute the militia; that we hould rely very 
little upon a tan.ding army, but that the able-bodied male citizens 

2s '' In the clo ing O effort was made by the War Department to assist the 
militia, by allowing portions of the Regular Army of certain large garrisons to 
participate in encampments with tate troops. 

'' This plan of voluntary cooperative effort, by tacit understanding between 
the Regular Army and the militia in certain sections, was begun and conducted 
for some time without any official formal sanction of either tate or Federal 
law, and went on from year to year, on a more or less limited scale, without 
any officially announced prearrang d plans of coordinated effort.''- Annual 
Report of the War Department, 1917, Vol. I, p. 847. 



of th nit 1 tat betn eeu the UO' f i0 ht en and forty-fl.ye -

ach n of them - ·hould b a m mber of th militia· a h one of 
th m houl<l k cp in hi wn horn th O'un and the powder horn 
and th bull and th variou. a c ut rm nt nee ·. ary to enable 
him t g ut and d f n<l hi · c untry wh 11 h wa. •allecl. 

"\Ye all know, to that the xp tatiou fail d to b realized in 
practice. ·we know tha almo · imm diately aft r th pa aO'e of 
the original militia bill, in 17c th Pr ·icl nt of the nited tate , 
down, riatim, commenc d to a ·k ongr for further 1 ai lation 
reo-arding the militia· that \Va hm!!ton a. k d f r it; J effe on 

a k cl for it· :\Iadi on a keel for it; and almo t ver~· admmi tration 
in ha ought to trengthen it. 

Th original militia y t m, ba d up n that id a n v r w rked 

and a tim pa d on and th c n litiou. of lif b •am more om
plicat d it b cam le and l · po ibl that 1t honlcl b pcrativ , 
until it ,, a ' ab olut ly a cl ad l tt r ab olut y ob.-ol t o that we 

pr nt d th rxtraordinary p ctael of a r at eountry, a r a 
p opl , who e principl w r opp . d to th maint nanc of any 

011 i 1 rabl tandin army r lyinO' upon a citizen oldiery for it 
lef n ancl yet whi h ha l 110 law und r which any pr paration 
for d fen. e what ver wa mad. . 

Tha wa th ituation wlneh xi . t d, o far a th national 
preparation for def n ,,. nt, do,, n to th la t : ion of th la t 

ongr [1903]. 

In th m antim th r had ro,rn up in th tat th m lv 
bocli of tat tro p troop for th imm diat and on tant u 
f th tate · an l tho e tr op., althouO'h •alled th ational 
uard'' w r pra •tically th army of I nn ylvania of 

f hio of ec,ro-ia, f th clifferl'llt stat . by whi •h th y ,,. r main-
tained, and uncl r th command of \\ ho. gov rnor th y :ict d · a 
. eparat a11cl ind pend nt :y:tem, link d to th ational Gov rn

HH'nt onlx by th faet that quit lat in th ir hi ·tory,-but a . hort 
tim aa - an appropriation wa · 111acl hy 0110-r t b ch·trib
nt dam ng th different tat '> in accordanc ll'ith th ir repr nta
tinn i'l1 ongrcs , without any r r rrnc to \\'hl'th r th y had a Iarg 
or . mall rational lUarcl. 

The:e bocli of troop. " r not orgm1izecl a. a rule with refer nc 
to th ervi ·e of the ~nit <1 • tate , th :, " r oi·ganize(l a. a rul 

, l 
·' 

' 
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with reference to ontinuin"' a tate troop , and not becoming 
national troop und r any circum tance . 

nder tho condition thi bill wa pa ed . to rec-
O"'nize the fact that . . . . ational uard organization are 
the great chool of the volunteer to whi h the ountr mu t look, 
in order that it young men, when they o out to fight the battle 
of their country, hall find officer competent to lead them, to tran -
port them, to quip them, to feed them, to keep them in health, and 
lead them again t the enemy. 

That i the fundamental idea of thi law: to adopt a the ba i 
of the popular militia tern the ational uard organization · 
to recogniz the fact that tho e organization are the gr at hool of 
the volunteer oldier, and to take upon the houlder of th nit d 

tate the fair hare of the burden of maintainin"' the e organiza
tions which are proportionate to the advantage the nation will 
get from th m.24 

nder thi law the militia or anization of the veral 
tate t adily increa ed in efficiency and valu until at the 

time of the orld ar they were able to furni h capabl 
oldi r and compet nt officer . In 1914 the ational 

Guard wa mad th econd lin of d fence for the prot c
tion f the countr .2 3 Th ational D f n ct of June 
3 1916, brou<>'ht the ation 1 Guard till furth r under the 
control of the Fed ral gov rnm nt and mad it available 
for ervice in any part of the nit d tat . Thi act al o 
creat d the ational Guard R erve. Then on Jul 1, 1916, 
the Pre ident wa o-iven authority to draft the ational 
Guard into Fed ral ervic for e ice alono- the exican 
border.2 6 ndoubt dly the ext n ive trainin which re-
ulted from thi act, wa in a laro- m a ure r pon ibl for 

the good howinO' of ational Guard r giment in France 
two ear later. 

24 Root 's Milit ary and Colonial Policy of the Unit ed tates, pp. 139- 141. 

2s United tates tatutes at Large, Vol. XXXVIII, Pt. 1, p. 347. 

2fl T]nitrd 'tat rs 't atutrs nt [,ar_qP, Vol. x xxrx. Pt.] , pp. 3:-rn , 340. 
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The important feature of the legislation of 1916 was the 
dual enlistment oath, which bound the officers and enli ted 
men to Federal a well a tate ervice. Another im
portant provi ion of the act of 1916, wa th abolition of 
the National Militia Board, er ated by act of !fay 27, 190 . 
The Divi ion of Military ffair in the office of the ecre
tary of War, already organized a a sub-divi ion of the 
office of the Chief of taff by War Department order was 
mero-ed into the Militia Bureau of th War Department. 

gain, on May 18, 1917, the President wa given author
ity to ' draft into the military service of the nited tate , 
organize, and officer ( under the ational Defen e Act) 

. . any or all members of the ational Guard and of 
th ational Guard Re erv s . . for the period of 
the exi ting emerg nc unles sooner di charged.'' 27 

nder the authority of thi act the ational Guard of 
the everal tates to which Federal r cornition had been 
ex ended was drafted into Federal service on u u t 5, 
1917. "Thi induction", the War Department ruled, "dis
charged tho e so drafted from the militia and parated 
them entirely from the rvice and jurisdiction of the tates 
concern d. They became a part of the rmy of the United 

tate for service therein during the period of the war, 
subject to the iatute and regulations governing the Reg
ular rmy in so far as these pertain to temporary 
forces.'' 28 

In all, some eighteen divi ion of ational Guard troops, 
with approximately 12,000 officer and over 360,000 enli ted 
men were thu mu tered into 1 ederal ervice.29 ome 

tates pos e ._,ed at thi time partial organizations which 
were not recognized as ational Guard unit . Of these, 

21 United States Compiled Statutes, Temporary S1tpplement, 1917, p. 61. 

2s Annual Report of the War Department, 191 , Vol. I, p. llOl. 

29 Annual Report of the War Department, 191 , Vol. I, p. 110 . 
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ome w r di band d and oth r completed. The e unit 
w re ubject to draft at th order of the President, but 
there wa much confu ion a to their tatu . ome tates, 
ind ed oro-aniz d unit of local tat ma d , bearing the 
expen e without deral aid. 

early all of th ational Guard troop are now home 
from F d ral er ice and mu ter d out. though most 
of the tate are now without an organized militia or a
tional Guard ffort are being direct d toward the r e ~ 
tabli hment of the Guard. 

THE TERRITORIAL MILITI - MICHIG P ERIOD 

The military hi tor of Iowa i traced throuo-h i con-
in Territory and Michi 0 ·an Territor . While the juris

diction of Michigan Territory a e tended ov r the Iowa 
country in 1 34 it i doubtful if there was any military 
organization in the Iowa country under th Michigan mili
tia law . t the ame time it appear that the e la\ had 
an influence in determining the militia policy in early Iowa. 

By a pro i ion of the Ordinance of 17 7 which wa car
ried over into the Or anic ct of Michigan, the Governor 
of the Territory wa made ex officio Commander-in-Chief 
of the militia; and as early as 1 05 the Governor and 
Judge enacted a tatute providing for the militia. The 
provi ion of thi law were taken from the then existing 
law of Ohio, ew York, Virginia, and Massachu etts on 
the ame ubject. ection one, taken from the law of 
Ohio, pre cribed that "every free, able-bodied, male inhab
itant of the territory of Michigan, of the age of fourteen 

ear , and under the age of fifty year , hall everally and 
r pectively be enrolled in the militia, by the captain or 
other commanding officer, within who e limits such per on 
hall re ide. '' 30 Each reciment wa to be commanded by 

so Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. I, p. 47. 

VOL. xvn-20 
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a olon 1- the pro i i n f th .1. 

in thi matt r rath r than tha o- n r 1 er v rnment. 
It wa pr vid d t that th ao- and ability to b ar arm 
hall b d t rmin d b th aptain or ommandincr officer 

of the c mpany . rovi i n wa mad f r r anization, 
p r onn l uipm nt rank parad mar ial and 
th lik 

Thi arly law wa l and am nd I fr m im to 
tim . n bruar 1 1 a law ha of 1 05 
wa mpil d fr m th law f hi ,v .,. rk Yincinia, 

nt and nn cticut. Th fir Mon lay in Ia wa 
mad th da f annual r vi w and rn p i n ' for the 

of examinino- and takin o- an ·act account 
of v r man arm and quipm nt '. R Ii f wa pro
vid d for h wound d and f r h wid w and hildr n of 
an ho might b kill 1.:n 

ot all f th alt rati n and am ndm nt f th fich-
igan militia law hav b n pr '" rv d. r in tan the 
law f 1fi hio-an c ntain th followincr r f r nc a mi-
litia act pa d n J anuar 1 ~ 1 1:..: 'Th oricrinal roll 
of thi law ha b n 1 t, an I th nly cop n w t b f und 
1 imp rf ct a to r nd r i in p di nt to prin i . " 32 

noth r ' 1 t act i that of far h 15, -1. 
Practi all. v r ar witn d om hano- in th 

Michicran militia law. In L 16 pr vi ion wa mad f r pun-
i hino- militia ffi r wh r fu d b th 
of th v rn r in rtain in tan .33 In 1 1 
limit for militiam n w r fL~ d at io-hte n and f rt. -fi 34 

n \.pril 1 -0, a Ia, wa pa makin it unlawful for 
th mili Lia t · rc1 or ara l n th day of an 1 ction, 

3
1 

Lau•s of the T erri tory of M ichigan , Vol. II, pp. 51, 53. 

3z L aws of t he T rrit ory of Michigan , Vol. I , p. 203. 

3~ Laws o f the T erritory of M icluga 11, Vcl. I , p. 225. 

3 1 Laws of the T erritory of Jl iclugan, Vol. II, p. 137. 
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'' exc pt in ca e of inva ion, or in urr ction, or except 
within their ordinary cantonment ''.35 

nother law of th ame ar, adopted from th law of 
Ma achu ett , w ork and hio, r p al d all former 
law on the ubj ct and made even more laborate provi-
ion for the militia. ccording to thi act th militia wa 

to includ all fr abl -bodi d, white mal citizen of the 
nited tat r idin in th T rritor , too-ether with all 

ali n who had at an time been property holder in th 
Territor or who e father owned propert th re. The aO'e 
limit remained the ame. Ex mption included '' the per-
on ex mpt d b the law of the nit d tat , and all 

pri t of the o pel, ph ician and choolma -
ter ".36 r d tailed provi ions wer contained in thi 
law. ompanies re to maintain an nrollm nt of at lea t 
thirty private . ompany, reQ'"llllental, and battalion pa
rade were authoriz d; the procedur in courts martial wa 
pr crib d in d tail includinO' the fine and form ; report 
to the djutant G neral were required; and authority wa 
given for draftino- men , hen nee ary. 

n act of March 15, 1 ~1, provided for a Judge dvo
cate eneral for the Territory and one of ugu t of the 
ame y ar mad c rtain conce ion a to th ub titution 

of company parad for r Q"l.mental or battalion parad s 
wh n the di tance wa great.37 In pril, 1 25, all militia 
law w re con olidated into one compreh n i e act of some 
ixty ction ; and two year later thi l o-i lation wa ex

ten i ly am nd d b detailed pro vi ion for company, bat
talion and regimen al mu t r a well a drill for officer . 
Fir m n were at thi time ex mpted from military duty. 

t thi time, too, it wa decided that the djutant General 

35 Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. I , p. 529. 

36 Laws of the T erritory vf Michigan, Vol. I, p. 542. 

s1 Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. I, p. 233. 
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hould be 1ven ,...0 annuall ' for book , tation r , and in 
full for all hi ervice a uch, pa able quarterl " . In 
] 2 th clerk offic r and m nO' r f h LeO'i lati e 

ouncil w r x mpt d from militar duty· and in 1 31 a 
third bri ad wa e tabli h d. 

Th fichiO'an tatute which wa in force durinO' the time 
that Iowa wa a part of that T rritory wa an ' ct to or
O'anize the Iilitia ", approved on pril 23 1 3 . Thi law 
wa a con olidation of pr viou law with a f w chanO'e 
and addition . Provi ion wa mad f r th or anization 
f the militia and for th election of officer . Th u ual 

mption w r allow d with th addition of '' all teachers 
of chool and other eminarie of learninO', and all ferry
m n and miller actnally employ d within the Territor ". 

ir m n to - x mpt d mu t belonO' to a ompan having 
an en :in .3 Th militia wa to con i t of' all able bodied 
fr whit mal itizen , and ev ry abl bodi d alien within 
thi T rritor : Provid d That uch ali n hall have b en 
or r id d in thi T rritor or th nit d tate thr e 

ear , and the on of ever uch ali n who ma be be
tw n th a()" of i ht en and forty-five year ''.39 

Provi ion wa mad in thi act for an djutant General 
D partm n t a uarterma r n ral Department a 
Payma ier partm nt, a Ho pital D partment, hap
lain a J udg ... \.dvocate neral aid and a non-commi -
ion d aff. Th militia wa to 'rend zvou b compani 

in their re pective b at on tb . fir t Tue da in fay in 
every year at nine of the clock in th for noon, for the 
purpo of impro nnO' in martial x rci e · and al o once in 
ach year b tw en the fir t and la t day of ctober, b 

r o-im nt or eparate battalion at uch tim and place a 
3 

Lau·s of the Territory of Michigan, ol. II, pp. 235, 5 2, 671, Vol. III, pp. 
70, 1~20. 

so Lau·s of the T rritory of Michigan, Vol. III, p. 1221. 
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the commanding officer of the brigade hall direct, for the 
purpo e of in pection, revi w, and martial exerci e '' 40 

THE TERRITORIAL hlILITI - WI 0 PERIOD 

1 con in became a Territory eparate from Michigan 
in 1 36, and in hi fir t annual m age to the legislature 
Go ernor Henry Dodo- advi ed that provi ion hould 
p edily be made for or 0·anizino- the militia. The e were 

hi word : 

The organizing and arming of the militia I con ider a ubject of 
great intere t to the future peace of the people of thi territory, 
from the great extent of our expo ed and def encele frontier -
..,ituated, a they are, without arms and ammunition, i a tate of 
hing calculated to invite a udden attack from the numerou 

Indian bordering on our territory. We are no, in a tate of 
peace, and it i the proper time to make the nece ary preparation 
to guard against future event . Experience should teach us, and 
the exi ting war in the outh with the eminole Indians admon
i he u , of the nece ity of being prepared. I would recommend 
the pa age of a law organizing one company of volunteer mounted 
riflemen in each of the countie of thi te-rritory, to be compo ed of 
ixty men each, exclusive of officer , and non-commi ioned officers 

with the privilege of electing their officers, to be uniformed and 
held at all times in readine s to take the field. The e companies 
of mounted riflemen hould by law be obliged to mu ter once during 
each of the ummer and fall month , and every two month during 
the pring and winter month . l\Iounted riflemen are the most 
efficient troop for the protection and def en e of our frontier ettle
ment . I would recommend the pa age of a law, making it the 
duty of the Adjutant eneral of the militia to make a tour of 
muster and in pection of the militia in each of the countie in thi 
territory, for the pu_rpo e of drilling the officers of each regiment 
of militia, three day in each year before each regimental mu ter; 
and, after the mu ter and in. pection of arms, it should be made the 
duty of the djutant General of the militia to report the trength 
of the militia of each r giment, with the tate and condition of 

40 Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. m, p. J 223. 
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their arm : thi r port to be mad annually to the ommand r-in-
hi f of th militia. The return are important to enable the 

territory to pro ur from th g neral ov ' rnm nt her proportion 
of the public arm a(' or ling to her numb r . Th djutant Gen
eral of th militia houl l r ceiv a liberal comp n ation by law, 
for hi rvice . I w ul l r omm nd to th LeO'i lativ embly 
the ju ti and propri ty of a king f ono-re , a d p it in thi 
territory of thr thou an 1 tand of arm f r th u of the itizen 
in the vent of an Indian war - on -half th numb r a ked for to 
be rifl , and the r maind r mu k t , with fixed ammunition pre
par d uffi ·ient for a ampaign of four month . fo addition to the 
rifle and mu k t pr po ed, I would r ommend th r hould be 
ad led f ur Ii ht bra fi ld-piec , not to e ce d in w iO'ht three 
hundred pound (thr e pounder ) fixed on arriaO'e with a up
ply of fix d ammunition for them. Exp ri nee ha pr ven to u 
that in th fir t tage of our diffi ulti with the Indian w have 
t d p nd on our own r . ource ; the grant ng u th privileO' of a 
d p ·it of arm might b a gr at avinO' to the g v rmnent in a 
pe ·uniary point of vi w and might b the m an f aving many 
val 1able live fan Indian war.41 

H r wa, a r al proO'ram f r th militia--c mpr h n iv 
ffi i nt, and ad quat -put f rth b. a militar 1 a 1 r who 

kn w wh t wa n 1 :land prop c1 o it a compli h d. 
H r f r th fir tim ther i · d n of a O' nuin at-
t mpt t n ffici nt lo al militia. v rn r Dod e 
kn w th 1 and th m f fr nti r In 1ian war-
far · h kn w that h rdinar militia or anization wa 
farci al; and h want d m unt d rifl m n wh r all drill d 
who ha 1 arm and ammunition, and who w r in p ct d 
an 1 lrill d b.T mpet n r f th ir wn 
\\ hat v r may b aid at a lai r lat in criti 1 m 
l ti n f mili ia ffic r by th m n th m lv thi 

t m wa c rtainly an imp1oy m nt u on th n pr viou ly 
in Y Q'ue-tbat i h appointm nt f poli i al fri n<l b 

41 hambau h' Jle. aqes a11 <l P rocla mat iu11. of the Gn en1ors of Jo u·a, Vol. 
I , pp. 9, 10. 
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the Governor. Furthermore, Governor Dodge knew the 
worth of a ~ ell paid djutant General who knew hi bu -
in and could ecure the prop r r turn from hi militia 
officers; but it wa year b fore the djutant General wa 
accord d a alary comm n urat with his er ic . 

But thi clear tatem nt of th need for an intellio- nt 
proO'ram did not produce the de ir d militia legi lation: 
the fir t L eO'i lati mbl of the T rritor of 1 con-
in adjourned without having enact d a militia law. ev-

erth 1 th r 1 vidence of militia organization oon 
th r after: in the i con in T rritorial archive there ha 
be n pre er d th commi ion of . J. Vieau a "fir t 
lieutenant of the 9th company of th 3rd r Q"l.ment, com
po ed of th oriQ"l.nal county of 1ilwauke ', igned by 
Governor Henry Dodge at Mineral Point, Wi con in on 
June 1 1 37. 42 a matter of fact General Dodge did not 
ev n wait for the embl to anction hi action, b t pro-
ceeded-appar ntl under authorit of the militia law of 
Michigan- to ora-anize the militia of i con in T rritor . 
The following notic i found in a ubuque paper of p-

tember, 1 36: 

I am de irou that a poll hould be opened at the aeneral elec
tion, for the elect ion of Field Officer of the filit ia, to wit :-one 

olonel, one Lieutenant olonel, and one 1ajor, for the ounty of 
Du Buque - the return to be made, in same manner that the gen
E;ral returns made, to thi Executive Office. 

H ENRY DODGE. 

To the heriff of Du Buque ounty.43 

There wer at thi election four candidate for olonel, 
two for Lieutenant olonel, and three for fajor. W. 

hapman wa el ct d olon 1, Paul ain wa cho en Lieu
tenant olonel, and illiam . Ander on wa named Major 

42 W isconsin Historical Collection , Vol. XI, p. 230. 

•s Du Buque Visit or, September 21, 1 36. 
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-all for the County of Dubuque, v\i i con in T rritory. 
ndoubtedl a imilar el ction wa r r d and h Id in 

De Moin ounty. n ec mber 1, 1 36, ov rnor 
Henry Dodg submitt d to the ouncil of th L 0 ·i lativ 

embl of Wi con in T rritor nomination f r militia 
officer in the ev ral counti . r ubu unt the 
nomin s were illiam , . hapman, Paul d il-
liam . Ander on, the m n cho n b th p p . or De 
Moine ount , Berryman . , 11 wa n minat d to be 

olonel, liv r ottl to be i u nant olon 1, and r 1 y 
halfant to b Major. Th nomina~· on ,\ nfirm d 

D cemb r 1, 1 36.44 Th ti of D moin nd Du-
buque, lyincr we t f th Ii i ippi 
owa, had b n er ated in pt mb r ., 1 · 4. Th ffic r 

were, ther fore, in all probability th fir t militia fficer 
within th pr ent boundari f Iowa. n ral rd r, 
dated D c mber 15, 1 6, or l r d an J ti n in both u-
Buque and D moin counti but n d in 
D moin ount .4

- n af r thi , o ap-
point d a chal qu tt and t r H. no-1 a to 
th ommand r-in- hi f with th rank of P. 

inO' bur a djutan 

and Ran" ro ker a pri vat er tar r to th mmand r-
in- hi f with th rank f Major. 46 

·1 wa wa till a part f i con in th militia wa 
once actuall mobiliz 1 ace rdino- t an arly ttl r who 
ha left a d cription f ' our military traininO' The 
account a o-fr n 1 ~, thi pion r i a f U w · : 

Ther wa upon a tim rnmo1. and fear amonO' many of the 
g od peopl of "\\'i.·con ·in , and vcn our truly brave antl worthy 

41 hambaugh ': Documentary Material Relating to the II,. tory of Iou·a, Yol. 
II, p. 311; Du Buque T'isitor, October Hl, 1 36. 

4:; Jou;a • 'cw. (Duhuqu ) , ctob r 14, 1 3,. 
4 0 Du BU']IIC r, itor, Deceml,n ] f, ) :rn. 
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Gov. Dodge wa of the ame opinion, that the remnant of all the 
lo t tribe of Indians, from the ix ation to the acs and Foxes, 
would be down upon u with a venaeance. o the militia must be 
organized, armed and equipped. The edict went forth and ud
denly there wa a mustering in the land. ompanie were com
manded to a emble on uch a day, on uch a forty, or uch a 
quarter ection, in a particular town and range of the 1'1il waukee 
Land Di trict, in Walworth ounty; and the regiment was com
manded to rendezvous on a particular day at the county eat. Oh, 
for the pen of Irving to de cribe what transpired! They came, a 
our friend ravath hath it- ome with hat , and ome without; 
ome had coat , and ome hadn't; ome had hirt on, and ome 

hadn t; and all armed with all mann r of weapon from tick up
ward. And then a to their maneuvering and their line of battle. 
Fal taff and hi doughty heroe were veteran t them.. chool 
boy a now-balling, a irginia worm fenc built through the woods 
by moonlight, are feeble compari on . ome were armed with 
pocket pi tols in the hape of junk bottle , and they w re loaded, 
weren t they 1 nd they di charge them, didn t they" 47 

The gap in the r cord of the early militia of i con in 
and Iowa are wid , and in place unbridg able. B cau e of 
the carcit of the r cord conjectur mu tin many place 
be ub tituted for actual knowledo-e. Th re are records 
enough to indicate that chan°·e occurred, but no ati fac
tory account of the event th m Ive . or example, how 
did the militia oro-anization of i con in in 1 36 ucceed. 
Little i known of it activity, it ucce , or its failure. 

Imo t a ar later w find ord r for compan , battalion, 
and recim ntal mu ter and 1 ction , and mention of cer
tain olunte r compani which were probably the fore
runner of the "active ' militia. There wa at thi tim a 
new djutant eneral for the Territory, and olonel W. 

hapman had r io-ned. ·whether or not the change 
were du to lack of int r e in an inactiv pap r militia 
can not be d t rmined. The military order , at l a t, , ere 

47 W isconsin llistorical Collections, Vol. VI, pp. 470, 471. 
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in b tt r form than tho pro<lu d a a much lat r period. 
G n ral rd r o. 1 f th "\ i con in militia for th year 
1 7 i imp rtant ntir ty: 

iutant al ffi ce, 
pt. 2 I 

1. The ommand r-in- hicf b ino- de irou that th organiza
tion of th militia of th T rritor ' hould b compl t d a arly a 

po ibl ha form d th r o-iment and . tra battalion into two 
bri ad . Th 1 t brio-a 1 on. i t of th r o-im ntal ch. trict om
p d of th ori inal ounti of Iowa u I uque, D . :\Ioine , and 

ra" for l. Th 2nd bri,,.ad c·on i. t of th r ,,.im ntal di trict 
ompo in,,. th orio-inal unti . of Brown • ~1Iil" auk . 

2. ol. "\Yilliam . Ilamilton will a um th ommand of the 
fir t bri ad , and ol. Jonathan 1 lock th ·ommand of the 

ond brigade. 

Th olon ls or ommandin,,. offic r . f th diff r nt regi-
m ntal di trict an th xtra battalion now organiz d will mu ter 
th ir r . pc tive mman b tw n the fo t and la t day. of cto-
b r, at n h time and pla mmandino- ffi r of th 
brigad may lire t. and imm diat ly ther ft r mak a full and 
comp] te r turn to tlw ommanclant of th brio-al to whi h th y 
b lonO'. Tho. r turn mu t c ntain the nam of the offi r their 
rank lat of th ir mi · · rp to whi h th y b I n,,., and 
th pla . of th ir r o - th name of th non-com-
mi ion c1 ffi,. r mu i ·ian , and private , th numb r kind and 
quality of th ir arm and ac utr ment . 

4. The commandant f brigade. will th n n olidate tho e 
return. and forni h th Adjutant n ral with a r t r. 

5. Th volunten omp::ini . ar con id red a b ing attached to 
th reo-im n . within the limit. f which th y hav b n form d 
and the:v will b mu ter d at th am tim and pla 
for th mu. tering of the r O'im nt.. 

6. th el tions f r ompany offic r 

tri t ompo. erl of th oriO'ina] ount. f D Moin . wa not held 
in ob li nee t the g ncral order i. u d from thi offi 

lfith of Decemb r la. t, the omman ler-in- hi f r p at the order 
that th olonel or ommanding offic r, hall, with a littl . dela a 
p ibl , li\-i l hi di tri t into beat or company di tri t ; and 

I 
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order the elections of company officer to be held therein. Each 
company will con i t of one aptain, one 1 t Lieutenant and one 
2d Lieutenant, and not more than 64 nor l_e than 30 men, in

cluding non-commi ioned officers. 
7. A oon a the election hall have been h ld, and the return 

made to the olonel or ommanding officer of the di trict, he will 
forward a li t of the company officer to thi office, and direct the 
captains to make the enrollment of their di tric agreeably to law. 
The captains will then forward their mu ter roll of their com
panie to the olon 1 or ommanding officer, who will con olidate 
them and tran mit them to the office of the djutant General. 

8. Although the ommander-in- hie£ is not aware of any prob
able interruption of the pre ent relation which exi t with the 
neighboring tribe of Indian , et he believe that the mo t certain 
mean of preventing aggre ion i to be alway r ady to repel it, 
he therefore repeat the wi h that a compan of mounted riflemen 
or dragoon hould be formed in each regimental district, to hold 
them elv ready armed and equipped, to take the field upon the 

horte t notice. 
9. To tho e gentlemen who have already a ociated them elve 

in volunteer companie the ommander-in- hie£ pre ents hi 

thank. 
By Order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

EORGE UBBAGE 

djutant General.4 8 

Five da later the followinO' order was i ued from the 
headquarters of the Fir t BriO'ade: 

Brigade Head Quarters 
Mineral Point, Oct. 4, 1 37. 

PURS T to Order, o. 1, of the ommander-in-Chief, dated 
ept. 29, 1 37, the first Brigade, which con ist of the regimental 

di trict compo ed of the original countie of Iowa, Du Buque, De 
Moine , and Crawford, will muster on the 2 th of October, either 
by Regiment or Battalion, at the county seat of the county com
po ing uch Regt. or Battalion, excepting the fir t Regt., the 
first Battalion of which i compo ed of the new counties of 

48 Iowa ews (Dubuque), October 14, 1 37. 
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Iowa, reen and ane and will be mu tered by Lieut. Col. 
bner ichols at 1ineral Point, and the e ond Battalion com

po ed of the county of rant, will be mu tered by Iajor R. 
Gray at Lanca ter. The everal command will is ue orders to 
that effect, and make return to me at ~Iin ral oint. 

v\i M. . HA.MILTO 

ol. ommandino- 1 t Brigade.49 

Pur uant o thi order th r wa hat i perhaps 
the fir t militia ord r in th Iowa ountr . 

REGIME TTAL IlEADQ ARTERS, 

u Buqur t. 12, 1 37. 
IN obedi n e to Brigade rel r , dat d 4th in t. the aptain or 

ommanding fficer of the r p tiv companie in the 4th regi
m nt will mu ter their ommand on aturclay th 2 th in t. at 10 
o 'clo k . I. in town of Du Buque, with arm ' and accoutrement 
for drill and parad . 

p .A. UL .A.IN 

Lieut. ol. Com. 50 

n the da the r 0 ·rm ntal rder app ar d a notice was 
rn rted in a local pap r to h ff ct hat ' on the ame 
da , an lection for lon 1 4th R o-im nt . L to fill the 
vacanc occa i ned b th r hapman, 

will b h la in u ' Ya al a -vacanc m 
th office f Li ut na 11 am r !rim nt. This 
vacancy had b n 1 r D d er and fr. 

tor wa 1 n po ition. H was 
r pr n cl a an 11 r f th' unt and from hi 
o- ntl manl cl portmcnt and hi 0 ·h tandino- a a citiz n 
warrant u in aymo- that hi app intm nt to that office 
would 

0
iv 0

• n ral ati fa tion, a' wnll a o-r atl. aicl th 
ro-anization f th militia f thi part f th T rritory. 

~Ir. 1 at r wa nomina t cl arnl ma <l Ii •ut nant ol n 1 

40 Iou·a New (Dubuque), ctob r 14, 1 37. 

r;o Io1rn Nezcs (Dubuque), Oc ober 14, 1 37. 
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of th Fourth R O'im ntal Di trict on January 15, 1 3 . 
Th lection hich had not be n h ld for compan officer 
in D moin ount in 1 6, and which a again order d 
b G n ral rd r . 1, at d ept mb r 2 , 1 37, abo e, 
mu t ha b n h ld in cemb r, 1 37, for on D c mber 

0, 1 37, an lecti n a h ld "pur uant to order at the 
hou of John Burkhart . Burkhart point in Town hip 71 
in the ounty of Demoin, i con in T rritory". James 
H drick wa lect d aptain. Th re w re no candidate 
for Lieutenant or En iQ'Il.51 

In 1 3 th headquarter o.f th i con in militia was 
within the Iowa countr . G neral Order o. 1 of that ear 
wa i u d on the twent -third of January from the office 
of the djutant n ral in Burlington. By this order 

ome of the r giro ntal di trict were relocat d becau e 
of the changes and di i ion in counties. The fourth, 
tenth, el venth, and twelfth reO'im ntal district ere we t 
of the Mi i ippi. Dubuqu , Delaware, and Buchanan 
counties formed the fourth di trict; Jackson, Jone , Linn, 
and Benton counti com po d th t nth; linton and cott 
countie made up th 1 enth · and th tw lfth di trict in
clud d edar, John on and lau hter (now a hin ton) 
countie . In la on ount the militia was con tituted 
a parate battalion. Th Commander-in- hief wa de-
irou that all office hould be fill d; and o, if th people 

neO'l cted to el ct, the commanding officer of the re iment 
or battalion wa authorized to appoint the subordinate of
ficer . gain, th hop wa expre ed that each r giment 
would include one or two companies of mounted rifl men.52 

thou h overnor odO'e had proceeded with the organi
zation of the militia without action on the part of the 1s-

111 hambaugh 's Documentary Material Relating to the History of Iowa, Vol. 
III, pp. 295,296, 30 , 31 , 319; Iowa ews (Dubuque), October 14, 1 37. 

r;2 Do ument in Archives Division, Ilistorical Department, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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con mb1 h continu d t 
quate 1 o-i 1ation. In hi annual m a 
1 37 he ao-ain mpha ized th imp rtanc 
in the foll win word : 

pr rad -
f ov mb r 7 

f th militia 

The organizing and armin the militia I n. ider a ubjec of the 
fir t importan e o the afety of th fronti r 1tizen. of thi T rri
tory. 'I he militia f th t rritory have b n formed mto two 
bri ad c mpo ed of five re im ntal di tri t an l one battalion 
di tri t. El cti n have b n h ld f r th fi Id an l company of
:fi , and all the district , ith the x ption of n r 17im ntal 

rganiz d. Five · mpanie f volunt er 
riflem n and one of dra17001 , hav b n form d and 

offic r d. I arn tly recomm nd to th L 1 latrv mbly the 
propriety of addr ing a m morial to th N ar partmen of the 

overmn nt, a kin a upply of arm for th u e of the volunteer 
compani now or17anized, and for th militia of th territ ry. I 
would ug t the pr priety of a king for four thou an tand of 
ar , on -half rifle , and th r maind r mu ket · and in addition 
I w uld pr po that two hundr d pi tol and w rd hould be 
furni h d for the rue of volunteer ompani of dra o n , with the 
additi n of four Ii ht bra fi Id pi e n t to • e thr hun
dred pound in wei ht (three pounder ) on arria , with :fl d 
ammunition for a campaign of four month . [Thi i practi ally 
wha h wanted a y ar pr vi u , with an additional thou and tand 
of arm .] l'h Indian of th fronti r of thi t rrit ry ar now in 
a tate f p ac , but u h i th r tl di po ition of all Indian 
that i i <liffi ul to d termin when they will coP1menc their 
attack n our fr nti r inhabitant . Thi i th pr p r time to 
mak th n e ar pr parati n t rv the p a that now 
exi t "ith th m. From th 17reat xt nt f th fr nti r f thi 
t rritory and h nm r u Indian lo ated n our bord r it i 
imp rtant to th · af ty f th inhabitant that pr t tion b ul be 
affor 1 1 th m by the overnment, which an onl b d ne by hav-
in17 a mount d f r tation d at om uitabl point n th pper 
Ii . i ippi in advance f our mo t xpo d e tl ment Tw 

hun lr d mount d troop und r th command of a field offi er, 
would b uffi i nt t rang the country fr m the :'\Ii i ippi t the 
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Red Cedar, Iowa and De Moines rivers. Thi movement of troops 
would be a direct check on the Indians who might be engaged in 
war with each other. Mounted troop ranging the country east of 
the Mi i ippi and south of the Wi con in river to Fort Winne
bago, would prevent the frequent incur ions of the Indians upon 
the weak and unprotected settlement bordering on that frontier. 
I recommend, therefore, that a memorial be addre ed to the War 
Department, reque ting to have a mounted force posted in advance 
of the frontier ettlement as early in the next pring a on a' the 
gra will u tain the horse . The Indians o the borders of the 
frontier ettlements must ee and feel, if nece ary, the power of 
the government to enforce a strict ob ervance of treaties between 
them; and the presence of mounted troops will produce that dread 
in the minds of the Indian , which is nece ary for the growth and 
pro perity of the territory, a well as the safety and ecurity of its 
inhabitant . 53 

bout the ame time there had b n ome trouble in the 
outhern part of the Territory over the Mi ouri boundary 

line. '' It would certainly be an unplea ant tate of things,'' 
wrote the Gov rnor, ''for the con tituted authoritie of this 
territory to come into colli ion with tho e of the tate of 
Mis ouri: so far, however, a it r e t. with me, no encroach
ments on the rights of our citizens will be permitted, with
out re i tance. '' 54 

During the e ion of the Legi lative embly to which 
thi me age wa addre ed there wa pa sed '' n act re
la ting to the militia, and public d fense of the territory of 
Wi con in", which was approved on January 17, 1 3 . 
Thi wa a tatu te covering ome thirty-three pages and 
wa divided into eio-ht title . Title I prescribed who hould 
compo e the militia and who hould be exempted. Title II 
related to th '' ppointment of militia officers and the ten-

53 hambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of t he Governors of Iowa, Vol. 

I , pp. 19-21. 

G• hambaugh ' s Messages and Proclamat10ns of the Governors of I owa, Vol. 

I, p. 23. 
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ur of th ir ffic . " Titl III wa nr nt of 
r 11 ubj t t mili ary dut . wa f the 

r{)'anizati n uni£ rm an 1 1i ciplin f th mili ia. Title 
f th ral · d and r nd Z'-' u of the mi-

marti 
p nditur . ' Tiil 
taff offi and f vari 

r p tiv part 
ral an l th om 

ur inquir~ and court 
fin 
duti 

whi h in lucl d th 

and x-
of c rtain 

l with their 
djutant en-

H r "a a ompr h n iv- tatut . ut how did it com-
par wit r m ndati 11 an g · n of ov-

rn r Do \JI militia :x tho of h ta:ff 
w r t b n minat d b r and app intcd b 
him with th ad vie and. 1 h oun il. Th re-
quir m nt f r drillino- w r than b did not 
m a ur up t hi hundr d and fift dol-
lar annum wa t jutan n ral f r hi 

Th · · r v al th fa hat th law 
im vid d ntinuati n f th pap r militia 
h · b m ral. n th t b ok the 

act lo ood ·wi · ro en-
ral, i ary 1, I a arter-

ma ral Ju all th rio--
adi r 1 ol 1 u n and f aj r . 

tail w re inclu<l l f r th duct f court martial and 
f r th c 11 cti n f fin . Th r w r pr vi i n f r brio-
ade re{)'im"nt , bat ali n , c mpani plato n and 
quad too- th r ~th de i{)'nation f arm and quipm nt 

and individual trappin{)' and hano·ing f r a h n n-c m
m1 i n 1 offi r · but a a ba i f r an actual rillino- f re 
th law wa almo t u 1 ompanie w r to parad 
twi ea h ar and, in a dition wer to r nd zvou not 
1 than thr e nor m r than i {)'ht da in ach ear''-
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in which provi ion w ee th b crinning of th um.mer 
militia camp o common in r c nt ar . ReO'iment and 
battalion r ubj ct to annual r vi w and in pection. 

pecial drill wa pr cnb d for offic r an non-comnn -
ion d offic r .55 Ju t how full thi rO'anization wa ac

tually carri d out i unc rtain, but it i r cord d that in 
June, 1 3 , Go rnor Dod e appoint d Eb n z r hild of 
La ro a omm1 ar n ral with th rank of 

Colonel.56 

THE TERRITORIAL ~IILITIA - I WA PERIOD 

Inter t in militar affair wa at lo, bb when th 
T rritor of Io a wa er at d in 1 3 . But Iowa a a 
frontier ommon, ealth and ther wa a f ling that a 

militia wa nece ar . 
nd o o rnor Robert Luca , in hi fir t annual m -

ao-e to the Lecri lati mbl on ov rob r L,, 1 3 , 

offered the following advice: 

It ha been frequen ly aid, "that to be pr pared for war, i the 
mo t effectual ay to ecure peace." Thi d ·laration may be 
emphatically applied to our pre ent ituation. 

The numerou horde of warlike Indian occupying our northern 
and we tern boundarie , and the re tle di po ition manife ted by 
ome of them hould admoni h u to be preparecl to defend the 

Territory again t attack from any quart r und r any circum

tance and on all emergencie . 
hould the Indian be di po ed to ho tilitie our frontier from 

t. Peters to Mis ouri, would be expo ed, and fr m the po ition of 
the nited tate ' troop , we need expect but little or no as i tance 
:from them· thu ituated, it becom our duty to pr pare to defend 
our elve again t any po ible attack from our Indian neighbor . 

Thi preparation can only be e:ff cted by ffi iently organizing 
and di ciplining the filitia of the Territory. I am fully ati fied 

GG Laws <4 the Territory of Wisconsin, 1 36-1 3 , p. 276. 

50 Wisconsin llistorical Collection , Vo1. IV, p. 190. 

OL. xvn-21 
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that wer th :\Iilitia of the T rr· roper 
and <li ciplin <l that we uld our eh 

fore that ·ould b brought again. t u . I th 

I LITI ' 

rO'aniz tl, equipped 
again t any Indian 

r fore eall th a tt n-
tion f th Le<Yi lativ cmbly in an p l·ial mann r to thi ub
j ct, and r qu . t that th y may I as. a law O'ivml? to thP :\lili ia 

f th T rritory a p rfe t orO'anization, .-o a. to r ncl r th m a 
pr mpt and ffici nt d feuc . 

In arrano-inO' th tl tail f a :\lilitia law, it honld b xpli it -

1 l, in it. or anization; 2d, in th 1i. tr1lmtion of po, r and dutie. 

to th officer. all(l prhak -3c1, th fin and penalti impo. Ll, 
and th pum. hm nt to b infiil'kd for n gle •t of dnty; , e tin()' in 

tlt clifi' reut grad . of offieer · (' rtaiu cli ·er tionary pow r , and 
holdinO' th m :trictl.r a· ·ountabl for an cthu " of th m. 

I would r mm n that the T •rritory at fir t, lw cliYicl d into 
thr divi. ion:, i. brigad , 'llHl hr lv r o-·m nt - and that you 

pr vii hy law for rai. ing and organizing m ('ompan~· ol' ~\rtil-

1 ry in a h diYi. ion, and on company of Rano- r. to e,1ch r gimeut, 

t b mounted an 1 arm tl with rifle., riHe pi t l: and ·hort "·or l . 
The. Rano- r. \vould b mo t efliei nt ,wai11 t an Indian fore , w r 
th y armed with Hall . carbine,', a bra• of ritt pi tol. with 

hoL ter. and •artridg boxe. containing- c·artrid11es, nit d t th 
bor<' f the pi. tol. ; an l wh n di monnt<'cl to have th pi. to] in a 
belt, ancl a hort .·word. 'l'hi: . ,,orcl to h mo. t formidabl in 
ln lian fio-htin<Y, . h nld b a hort blad ahont 1 ineh · in length, 

. tr 110' and douhl u · d a · oceasion mi ht r qnir , 

ith r to ut away th brn. h, Yin or oth r ob. tacl ,. rn pnr. ning 
th Indian · mto 1 h 1r ha111111ocks or I lac .' f rer at, or a a 
\\'Papon of d f nc in C'lo e combat with an en my. 

l am . c istit
1

d that troop. thu.- orgamzcd, <·qnipJ d, and di, ri
plin d, rrp,·cs:ly for l11rlin11 fi_qlit111g, 11·,th strict dirrd1on. 11r1•rr to 
t/11·011· a 11·a_11 a fire, 1,or lo halt in 11111-,·11il, fii- ·t using th ir riff , , 
th 11 their pistu1:, and , _. th la.-t re ort, th ir :u·orrl:, would be 
mor thau an eqn,11 l!Hth-h for an equal 11umh r of th mo.-t ffici nt 
Indian warrio1 · that C\' r a. :rn1blecl upon our fronti r. 

In ,·i w of our p1cs 1nt situation I would reeornmcncl to Your 
cm w~ra1ion th I ro1 riety of 111e111orializi11g ( ongr ·.-, to pr~vicl 
lL w1 h thn•e .-ix pound hra ··pi c· · of ean1rnn, with c 11·1ia,!r .- and 

cquipmC'ut eompl tP, and oue thou ·and H all'.- earbine ·, ,, ith two 
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thousand rifle pi tol with hol ter and artridg boxe complet , 
and one thou and hort word , with cabbard and belt ; and that 
government would tabli h a depot of arm and ammunition, at 
ome uitable place within the Territor .57 

The tanding committ appoint din th ouncil of the 
Fir t Legi lativ \. embl in lud d ilitar f -

fair and on rida mornin °·, o ber ... 3, 1 , the hair-
man of thi c mmitt e, J D. f H nr ount , 
introduc d a bill 'to r 0 ·aniz , di cipline, and o-o ern th 
filitia of th T rritor T • Thi bill with c rtain am n 1-

m nt , pa d both hou e and wa approv d · b the ov
ernor on J anuar; 4, 1 3 . Thu it b cam th fir t mili ia 
la" of the Terri or of Iowa - th nl r ef r nc to militia 
found in th rganic ct beino- th provi ion that the ov-

rnor " hall b command r-in-chi f of th militia" and 
" hall nominat and b T and with th advic and con ent 
of th L gi lative ouncil, hall appoint all 
militia officer , xc pt tho of the ta.ff.'' 6 

nd r the law of J anuar 4, 1 3 the militia f the T r
ritory wa to be arrano- d immediately into divi ion , bri -
ad , regiment , battalion , and companie , and wa to 
con i t of infantry, light infantr , riflem n, artillerym. n, 
and drao-oon or mount d rifl m n. Thre livi ion wer . 
provided for. The countie of Lee, an Bur n J effer on, 
Henr , and D oin con tituted th Fir t Di i ion. 
Th econd Divi ion includ d the countie of Loui a, 

lau ·hter, K okuk, John on Linn, C dar, cott, and Iu -
ca tin . In th Third Divi ion w r placed linton, Jone , 
Jack on, Dubuque, layton, D la ware, Fay tte, Buchanan, 
and Benton countie . Detached di trict might orgamze 

paratel . 

s1 ouncil J ournal, 1 3 -1 39, pp. 9 10. 

5 Council Journal, 1 3 1 39, pp. 23, 46; Law of the Territory of I owa, 
1 3 -1 39, p . 329; Orga11ie .J.ct of Iou;a, c. 7. 
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divi ion wa to con i of not 1 than two nor more 
than thr e brio-ade , and ,Ya to be comman 1 d by a fajor 
Gen ral; a bricrade wa to con i t of not 1 than two nor 
mor than fly regiment , and wa to b uncl r th command 
of a Brigadi r en ral · each r gim nt wa to con i t of not 
le than fiv nor more than t n companie two of which 
wer to be lio·ht infantry or rifl men and f r ach r crim nt 
th r wa to b on olonel, one Lieut nant olonel and 
one Iajor · and ach compan wa to con i t of not le 
than thirty nor mor than on hundr d m n xclu ive of 
the commi ioned officer , who were to b one aptain, one 
Fir t Lieut nant n econd Li utenant, and one Third 
Li utenant. 11 of th e offi r w r to b appoint d and 

ion d by th ov rnor with the advic and c n nt 
of th ouncil in accordanc with the provi ion in the Or-

Th 
ct. 
ommand r-in- hief of th militia and th n ral 

,v re authoriz 1 to appoint aid · and in addition, 
ov rn r wa to appoint and commi ion an djutant 

eneral, a ommi ary n ral, and a Quart rma ter n-
ral ach with th rank of Brio-adi r G n ral and f r ach 

brio-ade a Brio-ade In pector with the rank of ajor. Pro
vi ion wa ma 1 in the variou oro-anization for offic r 
and n n-commi ioned officer. down t the corporal and 
mu ician of the compani . 

Th aptain or commanding officer of ach infantry or 
di tric company wa to nroll all free whit mal per n 
b tw en the ao- of ighteen and forty-five within hi di -
trict. A to xemption from military duty h followinO' 

p cifically named: ' femb r of the x cutiv 1 -
i lath· and judiciary d partment of th ov rnm nt of 

nited tat and th ir r p ctiv fficer , all cu tom 
hou ffic r and th ir cl rk all p tma t r and mail ear
n r actually mploy d in the car and conv yanc of the 
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mail of the nited tate , all ferrymen on post roads, the 
ecretary of the T erritory, the members and officers of the 

Legi lative A sembl during its es ion and fourteen day 
be£ ore and after ach sion, mini ter f the gospel of 
ever denomination, who prove to the commandant of the 
company, in who e beat or pr cinct they re ide, that they 
have been regularl ordain d or licensed, and are now in 
full communion with their re pective churche , and no 

oth r . " 
Rendezvous b companie wa to take place on the fir t 

aturday of 1a and eptember, annually. Company and 
staff officer were to meet for instruction and practice in 
company drill once a ear, and each regiment or battalion 
wa required to hold parade sometime during October. To 
secure unif ormit , manual of drill instruction w re to be 
provided by the Commander-in-Chief. 

Brigade In pectors were to make detailed inspection on 
parade day and make return to the djutant General 
one month previou to the meeting of the Legi lative s-
embly. Each Brigade Inspector was to receive eight dol

lars for each regiment or s parate battalion inspected and 
returned a above outlined, and twenty dollars additional, 
in full, for traveling and contingent e pense . 

The Commis ar General was given cu tody and direc
tion of all arms belonging to the Territory, and could lend 
arm and accoutrements to the officers of any volunteer 
c9mpan having twenty men in uniform. The officers were 
to gi e bond for the arms received. nnual reports by 
company officers as to the condition of arms were called 
for. Fi ld officer were to provide colors and musical in
strument ; and musicians were to be paid for their services. 

The djutant General was to keep complete reports of 
the militia organization and make annual returns to the 
Governor and to the Pre ident. He was to be allowed and 
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on hunc1r 1 an 1 fifty 1 llar annually for bo k 
an l in full f r all hi rnc 1 a 11 h . 

an l th r puni. hm nt \\ r nuthoriz d f r n ~-
1 ct r r fu al t p rf rm militar~ dut~ 1li ob 1i n e, di -
r ·1 ab vtithout 1 aY , 11t1 ,imilar off n , . ...\. 
p nalt}T wa pr vid d f r app aran , in ludi rou attir n 

1ay f para l . urt martial " rC' tabli h d anc1 th ir 
p w r . an l pr c1ur utlin l. I◄ iu im1 o:(1cl hy a onrt 
martial w r t he Ile t 1 with ta· auc1 in th am 
mann r. 

omnu i n d ffi mpo" r d to all ut th 
r immi11 'llt lan~ r · aud th 

mman hi f wa.~ 0 iv n fnll low r an 1 authority 
t all rti n f th militia ,Jth r by l ra l't b~- th 
a pt f Y lunt er , r JI mac. (' '' Oll all O a 1011 

w h 11 h it " a ry. 

Imm diat ly aft r th pa. f thi a t 
h rt Lu a t th ma bin ry of r~·auizaii 11 in m ti n. 

8 far a. hi I art wa n ru c1 h 1 •t rmin l that th 
militia houl l b a u h a t haYin°· b n appr v 1 
by th G y I'll r 11 January 4 1 :m, Cr n ral rd r T • 1, 
s1 fining th b 11111ari f th r O'im nt an I brio-ad ,' a 
th y ha 1 b n .fi.· l b.· law wa i . u c1 n th c1a. T f 11 w
ing."9 Tlu app ar t haY b n th .fii·~t r 1 r i u c1 to 
th militia f th T rrit r: f I wa. 

T\\TO lay 1 n .January 7 
u cl n 1 Tu. ~ in whi h 

, r n , an ~\nh,· I 
djutant l n ral f th T rrit r:· 

of D · unty wa mad 

v rn r Lu a 1 -

. t c1 hi. taff. 
ty \ 

r.n The early r cords of the 'f rritorial mili ia of Io,rn are mo. Iy mi· ing. 

, neral rd r N" o. 1, and a f w oth r lat 'r ordl'rR, tog thcr with . ome other 
original clocu111 nts are to b found in th po.· es. ion of th Ad.iutant , n ral 
in D · ~loin . .\. mall numb r ha, b n fi1 d in th ta.t ar •hive .. 
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Jam 

u ) 
lliam 
mmanl 

no ifi d. 
n January 1 < 

uncil for appr al a li 
ach f th thr 
al. 

Fl tch r 

f m ount. 
Iill ~ 

wa appointed 
ancl J hn Kin 

cott ounl and 
unty w r nam 1 a aid 

Th r, nk f th ffi r , a. 

Y rnor Lu a . uhmitt cl to th 
f 0 • n ral ffi r for the militia. 

~a t b a fajor 
Jonathan 

ty an 1 "\Ya · f u-

buqu oun w r nam 1 t 
Third diYi ion r p tiY 1y. 
brio-ad an l hen f r a h 

1 the n 1 an l 
h divi i 11 c ntain cl t\\TO 

· · ·on th re w 

a li r en ral . r th 1 

f, an Bur n ounty ... \uo-u 
v w r n mm f r J lm 

f :Mu cati unty alhan "\\ r of 
ounty · f r th Third n org- bba e 

f J a k n unt-r ancl Fran hon f Du-
buqu county.01 n Januar 1 th chi ed the 
\.djutant n ral that it had appr v ointm nt . 
u h app intm nt., ind d w r u. u ved without 

qu tion altb uo-h on F bruary J uncil laid 
on th tabl th r comm nclation of three offic r . 

Gov rnor Luca u bmi t d to th ouncil a li t f fi e lrl 
offic r on J anuar 1 1 9. IIi mmunicati n read a 

follow 

oo Probably G orge ubbage, the man who had been djutant eneral of 
the Wiscon in militia. As djutant General he had ranked as olonel. Tow 
he ranked as Brigadier G neral but wa und r the djutant G neral. Wa he 

adYanc d or d rooted 'l 

01 hambaugh s Executive J<ntrnal of Iou:a, 1838-1811, p. 77. 
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To the Hon. ouncil of th L o-j lativ .A. mbly 

, ntl men:- I h r by nominat for your advi e and con. ent the 
following nam l g ntlemen a· fi ld offil·cr. to th miliLti]a of the 
'rerritory towi :-

In th fir 't Bri~acl first Divi ion - first Regim nt Franci P. 
m ven. to b olonel - .John Freeman Lien tenant Col. and 
Braxton W. Gillock :\fa.ior. 

, croncl Rco-im nt hediah • lb. to hr olon 1 nu hrod raven 
Licutenant ol - ancl ,ilc. '\"\T IL )fajor-

In th • eoncl Brio-ad fir. t Divi. ion fir Rcg1mrn 

I eclcr to be olonel- .J,11nc '\L Thomp on Lieut n [ an] t 
eerh1rt ::\Tajor -

• C'onc1 R giment • amncl raziltine to 
Ta]krr Lieutena r n l t ol - and .J aroh L. 
I n thP fir t Briga<lr. eeond Dh·i ion first 

h olonel, .... amuel 
)f yare )Taj 

g-i mcnt ,John Ronald. 
to he f'1ol nel Z. 

C'hil<l r. ::\fajor -
. Inghram LiC'ntenant olon 1 and Robert 

, <'OIHl R gim nt .John Yannatta to he olonel , ile .•. Lathrop 
LirntC'nant C'oloncl ancl \ Villiam .\. lark )fajor.-

ln the . ccond Brigad , r1•01u1 DiYi. ion fir. t Regiment amuel 
IT rdgr to he olonel Elisha TT. , h<'pard Li ntena f n l t C'olonel and 
.John . hrllar Major.-

' c·ond R gimrnt -Tam '\"\"'. Tallman Colonel Prior , rott Lieu-
trnant olonPl and "\\ m. D .• erly )faior -

Tn th<' fir. t Brigad third Divi ion fir. t r gim nt ,Tohn TI. Ro e 
to he ol DP! harlc. , ,,·:111 LiC'nt nant olonel and m. ar -
r n )f ajor. 

, CC'nnc1 h giment C'harl P. Ilnt ton to h olon 1 TI 10-h Bowen 
J ,icntrnant and ol Tho:. L. Dixon • fajor. 

In th :ec•on 1 Bri~Hdl' third Dh·i ion fir ·t Re.Q"imcnt Paul ain 
to ht> olonel David , I.it r Lieutenant olon 1 an 1 illiam 1\fycr 
)fajnr. 

, <'nnd R g-in,<'nt H Hry F. Lander t h colon l , illiam W. 
'\"\Tym,m Li nt na l n]t Colon I anc1 Hober Hetfi Id :\fajor. 

R c.\ p <'tfully ·nhmitt cl 
hy Y onr bt. , ert. 

R BERT Lvc \. _r.:? 
•:2. hnmhaug-h 's E .rcr11ti1 ·e ,l011r11al of lowa. 1. 3 -1811 , pp. 91, 9~. 
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The plan for th Territorial militia were om what am
bitiou . There wer le than tw nt -five thou and m n, 
worn n and childr n in he entir T rritory, tit wa pro
po ed to form thr divi ion of the militia from the m n 
between io-hte n and fort -fiv . It "\ a care l to be 
exp cted that all th companie would oro-anize. 

Moreover, the numb rino- of the O'eneral ord r for the 
o-o rnance of the militia i om "\J hat confu ed, and it i 
difficult to t 11 ju t what order re i ued. om num-
ber are duplicat d. For the mo t part, ach y ar tar 
with o. 1; but om time thi rul wa iolated. Thu 
G n ral rd r o. , i dat d D c mber 17, 1 39; while 
th n xt on locat d i o. 9, dat d \_u 0 ·u t 5, 1 40. ome
tim order w r not gi en an number. 0 • n ral ord r 
of the latter kind, dated 1'1arch 25, 1 3t , dir '.>ct d the di
vi ion of th r 0·im nt into compan di trict and recom
m nded that offic r be commi ion d. The suO'g tion wa 
mad that the m n in each compan be permitted to elect 
offic r if th cho e to do o. 

eneral rd r o. 5, i u d lat r in the ame year made 
mor taff appointm nt . 1 our men, all of D foine 

ount , w r mad militia offic r . Dr. Eno Low wa 
mad n ral, \ illiam L Devoe Payma ter en
eral, harle W ton Judo· dvocate General, and John B. 

e, hall l\filitar er iar to th ommand r-in- hi f. 63 

al o appoint d for the commander 
of the variou r o·iment . nd r date of pril 15, 1 39 
r comm ndation of th taff offic r for the Fir t ReO'i
m nt Fir t Brio·ad , Third Divi ion w re ubmitt d. 
Enoch \\ ood wa nominate for urgeon, liY r 

rar for ayma ter John T. ublett for Quart rma ter 
and Jam for djutant. 64 

03 From the original in the office of the Adjutant General in De ?.foines. 

01 From the original in the office of the Jjutant G neral in Des :Moine . 
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Appar ntly th :fi l<l ffic r ' hacl 1 n i0cl th m }y in the 
f tb ir mpany ]i,·iri t., for in .July, 1 . 9 

OY 

\Y hav not ) t c mpl t d our militia organization Th Terri
tory i: divid d mto thre l 1vi.-io11 .. .'1'\. Brigacl , and 'I w Iv 
I o-im nt . Tb } n ral and Fie lcl offie I el r ·. h,n all he n ap
I omt d, aurl ·ommi. :ion cl, an l ·om of the Hcgim nt · have com
pl t cl th ir ompany oro-anizati n, and th others arc progr · mg, 

and I tru t '"ill · on all lw complet cl. Th Reg1m ut may not a 
th i. tim contain a full complem [ 11 ] t of men ) t I hav r a. on to 
b licYe they "ill in a hort tun (by the u1 parall I 1 flow of immi
gration into our Territor)· be> fill cl. \Yr h,l\1 in tlu. 'lerritory 
h, o • mpani ' o.f Dragoon oro-ani1 cl and .·c, ral ompaui ' of 
Light troop .05 

.. .\. 111i1maii 11 of ihi progr 1 
•• "a: urn;ecl h:v a g n 

nl r f .,\ngn. t 1~ 1 ; , . ...\Jl ommanLler: w r clir 
t mpl t ih rg·,rnizati 11 f their nmiaml , ancl t a -

1rnm n al . tr n9;th there )f. Mn b~~ r g·i-
m nt w r < t cl t b h hl all(l r in n in. 66 . . . 

0"1Jll1111g' lil . 1 th r turn . of th tion N of 
pan) a 1 b g·nn t corn in, and fr m .,.\.u ·u t 

f th ... \djutant ... 11 ral wa 
{l 

n throu()"h 
d W'!l 

\.11 oflic r w r g-iY n c0rtificatr f their 
1 ·n d by th onunan 1 r -iu- hi f. Ja b nwn mm1:

t h foll wi1w: 1 n 1 wa r <1uir d to tak an ath :imilar t 

I, Lndw 11 P. Farris do . ol muly . w ar that I will , upport th 
on. titntion of th (Tnitc l • tat . that T \\ill n t pith r clir tly or 

indirc> tly no-a lge in du lliuo-m durino- my routinuanre in offi 
ancl will faithfully di .'c•l1ar,.,.c th duti : of Lieut nant olon 1 of 

o~ hambaugh '· Rurutirc Journal of Iowa, 1 ., -1 fl, p. l~G. 

oo From th original in the offir of tl1 .\.<l jutan General in De. \loin . 
07 Only a f \I of th oa It· con ain d thi pro\'ision. 
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the econd R gim nt cond BriO'ade fir t Divi ion of Iowa 1ilitia 
o help m od.6 

1fr. Farri had be n appointed aJor of the econd 
R oiment n Decemb r 9 1 39. 

Th T rritorial militia law made it the dut of th Go -
ernor to procur th in tru tion and r O'ulation u cl by 
th nited at arm T' but made no appropriation th re
for . Go ernor Luca wrot to tar of ar J. R. 
Poin tt on July 9, : 9 to e · ome book of in truc
tion could be obtained. "I ha xamined variou works 
on th ubject,'' , rote the o ernor, '' and ha e been lead 
to 0 -i e the pref eren to the y tern of in truction and 
reo-ulation rec ntly compiled by Brevet aptain ooper, 
und r the up n'i ion of Major General Alexancl r Macomb, 
a beino- the be t elem ntar work extant, and well adapted 
to the u e of th militia. I would therefore re pectfully 
inquire wheth r w could b furni h d by th war depart
m nt with a uffi ient number of the e for the in truction 
of th offic r of our Territorial militia.'' 69 

t the ame tim Go ernor Luca mad a reque t for 
arm in the e word : 

ould we be furni bed with a few hundred stand of Hall' ar
bines, Hor emen Pi tol , abres, Rifle , and the variou accoutre
ment , and munition of war - ne e ary to enable us to defend 
our elve in c e we should be expo ed to depredations from the 
neighboring Indian tribe , it would add much to our ecurity. 
We are at pre ent in a very defencele s ituation, in this Territory, 
our ntire we tern frontier i expo ed from t. P eters on the Mi -
sis ippi to the ouncil Bluff on 1\fi ouri, and no public arms or 
mun[i]tion of war within our reach, or none nearer than 

os This oath was written in long hand on the back of the commission of 
Lndwell P. Farris, in the office of the Adjutant General in Des Moines. The 
date of the commi sion was July 31, 1 40. It was sworn to ugust 2 , 1 40.
Shambaugh 's Executive Journal of Iowa, 1838-1841, p. 216. 

69 Shambaugh's Executive Journal of Iowa, 1838-1841, pp. 125, 126 . 

• 
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Prairie De hi n, ·whi h i at the north point of our ttl m nt and 
too r mot to b of any ervice to us. uld w b fnrni h d with a 
uffici nt upply of arm and munition of war I am ati fled that 

with a pr per oraanization of our T rritorial militia w would be 
abl to d f nd our. Iv again t th cl predation from Indian . 
I would th refor m t re p tfully ugg . t to the on ideration of 
th "\\ ar Departm nt, the propri ty of tabli hing wi hin the Ter
ritory at om ntral point on the Mi i ippi a D p t of Public 
arm and military t r uffi i nt for th u1 ply of the militia of 
th Territory in a of need.70 

Th actin °· tary f \ ar an l thi 1 tt r on 
t ~th t . o- hat th d part tha tim had 
an at i p al, that w uld nabl i to furni h 

th w rk r o · but that th ma t r would b ub-
mitt l t t ry of "'\r ar n r urn t th at of 

nm nt for hi c · ti n. rdnan could not 
b · u d outri 0 ·ht t f Iowa b cau the 

ia wa. inc mpl 
f militia 
rmy of th 

lown t th tim of th 

r 0 ·aniz l and h nc no r turn 
t th .. ,\.djutant n ral of th 

111 1 n r turn w r mad 
arm to th 

, tat an l T rrit ri , un l r th law an b made 
nly n th militia r tur whi h i · · abl in di -

tribnti mb r du 1Yl' t f rdnanc 
m thi ti n. That th T rrit ry mio·ht in the 
ah u · u h r turn haY a r onrc m a of 
ne 11ti1m l ·'I w nl 1 r p lr tha a 
uitable pla e b ct 1 and a l p · · n ac ut-

r ancl ammuniti n b ma 1 th whol main in 
th f the nit d tate. nbj t 

OY rnor f the T rrit ry in rtain ntino· n i 
p ifi l. Ii app ar t m that any oth r di po iti 11 of 

puhli arm w ul 11 alt Ji a1 p intrn nt in a th T w re 

,I) 1-,hambaugh' I .rccutii·c J ournal of l o1ca, 1838-1811, pp. 1~6 127. 
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r li d upon f r our 
on th 1i i ippi i 
depo itor of arm . 

hi n would both b 
rnm n. 

th countr f rbid 
uitabl plac . 71 

R EY F IILITI I IOW -tl 

futur r ic . om c n ral point 
nam d a a proper location for th 

ort rm tronO" an Prairi du 
af pla an l ar un r the c n tr 1 

M limi kn , 1 dO" of h t p rt of 
th a t mpt to nam a on a mor 

I wa v ry oon aft r hi that n c it aro f r call
out th ir in th T rritorial mili ia h fi ld and tr ·n 

n w orO"anizati n. Th ard r f th ir r p n 
m ndabl , bu th ir orO"anization and di ciplin 

t b d ir d. 

wa m
l ft much 

Th b undar lin b b n 1i ouri and Io a had b en 
in di put for ar . n r a mg ttl m nt al n h bor-
d r cau d mor and mor fricti n. in 1 9 th 
au horiti of lark ount 1i ouri tri d to collect ta 
m an Bur n Iowa. n Jul 29 1 39, o rnor 
Luca i u d a proclamation ur()"inO" iO"ilanc in the pro
t ction of th ri()'ht of th citiz n of the Territ r · but 
h coun ell d ab ention from a()" r 10n. Th people of 

lark ount Mi ouri w r indi nant. o rnor Bo()" 
i ued a proclamation which in turn brought forth a r pl 

from Luca. 
In o mb r th h riff of lark ount wa arre ted 

b the h riff of an Bur n ount , wh reupon rep rt 
oon came that an armed fore wa O"atherin on the 1i -
oun id . o ernor Luca f on arde blank militar 

commi ion to n ral waze t fill in hould h find 
it nece ary. djutant neral an ntwerp wa de -
patch d to an Buren ount T to aid b hi '' council and ad
vice". Major neral Brown, Fletcher and Lewi w re 
ord red to furni h what r f re the nited tat Mar-

11 hambaugh Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iou:a, Vol. 

I, p. 114. 
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, hal mi ·ht cl divi ion to act a a 
p comitatu t ai<l th ivil authoriti in pr ervino-
rd r and r p llino- inva ion. Th . ituation b came crit

i al and mili iam n fr m all part · f th T rritor tarted 
f r th bord r. 

... \. mot] y f r f fr m fiv lmll(lr d t a thou and Iowa 
iz d ina l quat ly arm d and poorly l lZ ll Ull 

1 th t l <l . u ili m n a . Ha · Jame W. 
nm Br wn and ... hwu tu 

f Farmin<rt 11 in Yan Bur 11 ounty. 
imilar f re fr m th militia of Ii -

. mall town of \ a rloo. But 
in thi hi t r: did n t rep at it. If: thcr wa ~ no bat-
tl of \\ at rl in th ?\Ii ouri-Iowa ounclary \ ar. n 

th f b r a cl putation fr m h Iowa 
army ' pro cl l t \\ at rl t , if an amicabl ar-

ran o- m n t oukl not be mad . Th y f und th fi ouri 
f re li 'P r ' cl and ho. tiliti, · :n:p n l tl. 1 ctnrninO' witL 

ocl n w th p · from I wa 1 nck l it pot and 
folcl d it t nt: ancl , honl l rino· it 11 nd crip 

o k it h m ward way a r : th '11 rriL r . 7 :.! 

t ri f th mar h ma J , by th vari u unit of 
th I wa militia t pla of r n 1 zv n · rnak int r tirw 
r adin°·. In th n rth part f th 'I rritor wa an orO'an
zation known a the Hunt r · of Turk y Riv r. Dubuqu 
wa th ir vlac f r n l zv u, . An arl writ r oi.v th 
f 11 wino· p n pictur of th ir o·ath rino· : 

The un hacl already ri en, . heclc1ino- a floo d of o-old n Jio-ht along 
the ummit of th .-now eapp cl hill · ou the ,,. t. From very 
direction th Hunt r of Turk y Hi, er \\' r now l:i en hurrying to 
th e n of r ndezvou .- II r mio-ht hav b en cen a group of 
mark m n firino- at a taro- 't - th r a party oll cted to di cu 

1
2Par1 h '. Robert Lura. p. ~53; ·pham's Iowa and War in I o1ca and War, 

, ·o. 51 p. I~. 
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the probable re ult of the ,Yar, , hil a blazinO' bonfire invited the 
reater number to partake of the genial heat that it imparted ; 

near which wa eated Ensign Baker, a tride a barr 1 of liquid 
ammunition with a roll of parchment, nli ting r ruit for the 
bloody call of hi country, while the martial mu ic of the soul 
tirring drum and fife were yielding their be t effort to arou e the 

latent park of patrioti rn that had become nearly xtingui h d by 
the long continued pea e of the Republic. The variou uborclinate 
officer were houting the order of the olonel, econd handed, 

Hunter of Turkey river fa ll into ine ! 
- Eye right. h uld r arm . ' 73 

It wa chronicl 
, a to Dubuqu 
night, , h re th 
to, n th n xt da 

d f thi unit that h O'ot lo t on th ir 
but finall r ach d th out kirt lat at 
camp d and waited to be cort d into 
b th Jineral Blu - the arli t mili-

tary oro-anization of Dubuqu . Their activiti w r 
ummed up a con i tino· of ' th rec ption- the pr enta

tion of flao- b ladi of city- 1ilitar Ball- ord r to di -
band-homeward tramp-th Landlord' bill. ' 7 4 

In G neral r l r o. , dated D cemb r 1-- 1 39 nited 
tate D put 1ar hal . H ndr • embrace h oppor-

tunity to xpr th hi o-h o-ratificati n ,x_pcri n d by him 
in witne in · th alacrit and ar lor with which th Militia 
of th T rritory haY r pon l cl to the call rec ntl made 
upon them, antl to t nd r to b th ffic r and private hi 
cordial and arne t hank f r the en r O'etic, and trul 
oldierlik mann r in which th y hav demeaned them lv 

upon thi tr ·ino- occa ion. ' \.djutant G neral '\ an nt-
werp in th am rd r xpr d hi ati faction in th 
f ollowincr wor 1 : 

hen it i con ideretl und r what circum tancC' thi call has 

7 3 B loomi119ton llcrald, December I, 1 43. 

H During their fe ti vi t ie thi toa t was given: '' :\fay e\'ery man be called a 
coward, that r turn from the war without a pair of breeche made from th 
hide of a :\Ii sourian. ' '- Bloomrngto11 H crald, Decembf'r 1 1 43. 
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b eu mad upon th militia of Iowa and the pr mptitude with 
whi h it ha b n m t to aid the ivil authoriti in nforcinO' the 
law of th '11 rritory, and of the nit d tat , wh n th h rtne 
f th noti • - the • mparativ ly miarm cl and illy . uppli d con-

diti n of th troop - th xtr m iu ·I m nc·y of b w ather-
and th au. e in whi ·h it ha b n r quir d - f r ju t and true a 

1 it wa aO'ain. t th ir n JO'hbo1 · an 1 f llow itizen of 
an a ljoininrr tat and n again t a ·orumon f that i ,va to be 
d f nd d-wh n th . fact ar r m mb rr 1, t o warm an expre -
10n f approbati n an har lly b b . tow cl up n th citizen ol

di r. f lo\\a fr th patriotic firmn. with \\hi ·h they hav borne 
th n · lve in th ri. i throno-h whi h th y hav ju. t pa ed and 
th omman<l r-in- hi f d m it due t th m to ay tha under 
liffrr nt cir •nm tanc - a und r tho which hav now pre ented 
th m Iv - with a mmon n my to ont uc.l again , and with 
arm:, ammunition an 1 . uppli . , , n h a th y hould b provided 
with h de. ire n mor r liable for to r p l inva i n, r to d -
f nd th rirrht of I wa, than i t b foun 1 in the patriotic 
)filitia.7 5 

n f h T rritor th r ha 1 b n h itancy 
about r throu,..,.h f ar tha th pay 
w ulr1 n \1 par ntly thi, f ar wa w 11 

r un le 1 · r p at lly r c1 t pr vid 
paym nt f r t d m n all d · rv1 at that 
tim alth u h rial n th ubj ct w re ad-
dr 1 t .At th annual 

r rn , if th nit d 
Infantry wa pr nt ' f r i.h purp of mu t r-

ino- au 1 r iYin°· th mu t r r paratory to th pay-
m ent f troop u h p rtion f th Iilitia f th 
T rritor. d int n n h r qui ition 

ni d D pu ~ Iar hal in th m nth of 
le t. ' 76 \.ll th unit that tart d f r th 

n From th original in h offi e of th Adjutant neral in Des oines. 

10 .. hambaugh 's M es age, and Proclamat 1on of the Gol'crnors of Iowa, Vol. 
I pp. 2 2, 2 3; Iou:a T rntortal a::ctt aud .t1 di·crtiscr (Burlington), ugust 

, 1 40. 
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b rd r mu~ hav r pond d inc forty mu t r roll , re 
iurn 1 in. Li ut nant Ru 0 ·o·l r port d the amount 
'prop rl payabl ut f the ati nal Tr a ury, in on-

qu n e of h b un lar. T di put to b onwthin°· upwar 1 
of thirt n thou and 1 llar but th claim wa not 
allow d.77 

urin()' th Ii uri oundar V\ ar th L 0·i lati 
mbl of Iowa wa in e ion at BurlinQion. o rnor 

Luca had lai 1 b for th memb r th 1 t r he had re-
iv 1 from the a tin O' er tary f "\\Tar in th hop that 

it would convrn th m f th n c ity of p rfec · the 
oro-anization of th militia of th T rrii r. a pe a 
practicabl . 7 

H xplain 1 t th m that in complianc with th law 
h militia ha 1 b en or 0 ·anized, the o- n ral an,1 field offic r 

app inted, and in all r 0 ·im nt xc pt th n compo d 
of H nry and J ff r on counti ompan offi r had be n 
appoint d an 1 ommi ioned. ' m of th r O"iment ar 
oro-anized ntir and th r partially · but no return 
of th num ri al r no- h of th militia f an of th r -
im nt haY t th a jutant g n ral. 

refer n to th r p rt of th rdnanc departm nt, it 
, ill at n arm can be dra, n from the nited 

tat until ur militia oro-anizati n i c mpl t d, and th 
num rical tr no-th r port d t th adjutant o- n ral of the 
arm of h ni 1 tat . Th tar lin in completin()' 
th or()'anizati n f th militia ma in a O'r at mea ure be 
attribut d a wan of a orr ct kn wl O' of th mili ia 
law of th T rrit r.. I ther f r U0' 0

' t h propri 
of cau in()' th mili ia law of th la t ion of the L o-i -

1 1 hambaugh 's Mc sages and Proclamations of t he CoL,ernors of Iowa, Vol. 

I, p. 350; Lau: of Io ira, 1 43-1 44, p. 1 3. 

1 hambau h ' M s ages and P roclamations of the GoL·ernors of Iowa, Vol. 

I, p. 114. 

VOL. vu- 22 
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lativ mbly t er h r with uch part f th "\ i con in 
la,\T a ar till in f r t 1 prin d in pamphl form 
and di tribut d am ncr th militia ffic r f th Territor ; 
and that additi nal pr vi. ion b ma l t au prompt 
an full r turn f h num ri al tr crth f ach r !rim nt, 
t be tran mit d t th a ljutan n ral f th T rritory, 
to be by him tran mitt d t th adjutan n ral of the 

nit d tat , that in app rtionino- th public arm un-
d r th act of 1 th T rrit r · f Iowa will r c i e her 

f th am . ';o 

iv d a 1 t r from 
of r rn rrni11g him th t fif t · of 

th wourk [ o p r Tactic ] , d b · · for-
' ard d thr u o-h th the 

rm . ; ' Thi numb •r an w r d th will 
aid u in layincr a o- l f undati 11 f r th in ·truction of 
our lili tia. It ill furni h a h er 11 [ r] al and fi ld f
fi 1 with a p:r an l if ur lilitia h ul l attain t that 
p rf t r anizati n that i cl ir d rr t kn 

f 1i [ l iplin [ J an<l ta ti· may b diffu l thr 
th wh 1 b 1~ by th actiY · rti n of th ir 

Pr umably th b w . t had 
n t arriv d 11 .T anuary -!. ur r -

· for uml r clat of \.u nry liardman 
ar unty \\Tot to ~ OY rn r Lu a 2 mplainino· 

b cau f ' a gTPat impo. ition I ra ti d n th mpan 
ffir er : f th J t mpany of lufnutry in th :..<lR. :..<l . . . 

~clD. of filitia 1. T. & that i ihi , in Di tributi1w th i\fili-

1n ha mbaugh 's Jlcssa:1cs and l'rorlamat1011s of the Gorcrnors of Jou·a, Vol. 
I , p. 115. 

·o hambaugh '. E.rc<'utirc J ournal o( loll'a, 1 9 -1841 , p. 210. 

R1 ._ hambaugh' E.rccutir<' ,Journal of lo1Ca , 18 -1841, p . 231. 

~ orr . pond U(' in the Ar ·hfre. D1\'i ion, Ili.· orical D partm nt, D 
1foin . 
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tary B ook th re i n t on nt to an of the ompany 
und r my c mmand and onl thr e in th ReO'iment". 

I n wr itinO' to the r tar of ar, the overnor men-
tion d the difficulty encount r d in orO'anizi g the militia. 
" I meet with much difficult ", he aid, "in ffecting the 
or 0·anization of our Territorial Militia. It app ar to b 
attend d with tr m difficult to pr ail on men of com
pet nt militar abiliti to ace pt of commi ion a com
pan fficer -tho I tru t thi will ultimat 1 b accom
pli hed. '' He aO'ain brou O'ht to the attention of th ec
r tary the n d for arm to be deposited at Fort rm-
tr onO' and indicated th kind of arms needed in the con

duct of operation again t th Indian on th northw tern 
border.8 3 Inde d, th earl ov rnor found h problem 
of frontier def nc and militia orO'aniz· tion clo ely a o
ciated in T rritorial admini tration. 

o militia legi lation wa pa ed by the cond Legi -
lati e mbl d pite the ur!T:ing of the Go ernor and 
th 1i ouri boundar difficulty. The member did how
e er appro r commendation for field and compan of
ficer f r the thr divi ion , includin<Y event -five com
panie . -1 

r<Yanization continu d to proO're in ome place , to 
decline in other , and to tand till in other . ome idea 
of the tatu of the militia can b O'ather d from the r eturn 
of the annual mu t r of 1 40. R e<Yimental mu ter wa 
authorized b eneral rder o. , i ued und r date of 

ugu t 5, 1 40 from headquarter at Burlington. In the 
Fir t Brigade of the Fir t Divi ion, the Fir t Regiment 
wa to mu ter at t Point in L ee County on aturday, 

U O"U t _2nd, the econd eO'iment in Van Buren ounty 
on Monday, urn t 24th the Third R giment in the same 

3 hambaugh ' E:recutfoe J ournal of Iowa, 1838-1841, p. 210. 

8 4 Journal of E xecut ii•e ession of Iowa ouncil, January 14, 1 40. 
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ounty n Tu da.· .. \ugu t :.5th o-1m nt 
Ct ~r ounty 11 Tlrnr:<lay, .Aug-u t 2 th. 

11 th rigad f th am I iYi ion, h eg-
wa. 1 t t r at Burlin · D 
y o ay mb r 5th th 1 l · nt 

,. unt ant in II nry nnt) 011 lay -
h r 29th ancl th Tl g·im nt at 1 air:fi ld in J ff r on 

uuty nr lay rnb r :. ,th. 
11 th on 1 DiYi ion mu. ter. w r pr , id l f r by 
nti . pa, ntl~· th org-a11ization "a I p rf ct. 

Fir t B · 1 th Fir t R 0·im n fr 1 a 
nnty wa t ' )t mh r !>th, an 1 <1 
gim nt fr m f uuty pt m 2th. In 

th n 1 Brig·. ir. t R •g-im nt fr m t unty 
wa ul l f mb r h and th ncl R o-i-
m m y f r pt mb r 1r::th. 

hird Di · · th ntlin f t} r wa 
h)·. In th l;,ir t 1 R o-im nt 

uuty wa t mu t r er _6th. Th 
t wa t mu t r _:..nd but n 
ignat l. In t Brigad th Fir t 
to mu t r at n pt mb r -·th· 

\Yhil 1 R o-im nt wa 0 ·iv n n ith r tirn n r pla 
f r mu t r. 5 

Th mu t r in urlin o-t n mu t ha,. 
ti 11 and arri d ff in militar)· tyl 

ntain (1 th f 11 wino- omm nt: 

n f fair pr por
rn th 1 al pap r 

'!'her ,, a a larl? parade of th militia of thi R aiment on 
.'aturday la. t, nn 1 r the command of ol n 1 T n pl . gratify
inO' a . en ha· n v r b t' r be 11 witnP.·. d in thi. T rritory. 
Th ~- w re revi '" d by hi E.· llency th oy rn r and om
mand r-in-chi f, and b~· Li ut nant RuO'gl . , . .A .. i tant In. p ctor 

1 11 ral of th United tat rmy, who wa. pr nt for th pur-

5 foll'a T rr i tonal Ga::ette 0 11 <1 .:l drert1ser (Burlington) Augu t , 1 40. 
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po e of r ceiving th roll of uch a had turned out on occa ion of 
the late difficultie with 1\Ii ouri. Everything pa ed off in excel
lent tyle. 6 

ajor H nr Kino- ~ a Bri ·ad In pect r for 1 40, and 
he r cord how that for th y ar of 1 40 he r eceiv d 50 

for er ic . Indication ar that th alary of th d-
jutant en ral wa $150 p r n the Fir t Brigade 

f the ir t ivi ion th cond R o-iment was he onl 
on which h Id mu t r. Thi r 0·im nt had thr e hundred 
an<l thirt -four rank and fil . f he r o-im nt which wer e 
not mu t red, 1ajor at d that '' ac r lino- to th 
population I would th m at about the ame 
tr ngth which would mak 6 Rank ,. fil in th 1 t. 
ro-. 1 Div. ' 11 kind of rea on w re iv n for the 

failure of the troop to mu ter. hief amon°· the e w re 
ickne impa able road , and 10-norance of the militia 

law. 
The return of th Fir R o-1m nt of th cond ri ade 

of the Fir t Divi ion li ted three commi ion d fl Id officer , 
three non-commi ioned fl Id offic r , f ur non-commis-
ioned taff officers, thirty commi ion d compan officer , 

fift -four non-commi ion d compan offic r , four mu i
cian , and io·ht hundred and fifty-two pri at , a total of 
nine hundred and fifty. In thi a embl ther w re five 
mu ket , fifty- io-ht rift , thre drum , two fif , and one 
bu le. "Th arm are old mu k t , and with very few x
ception unfit for activ crvice. '' ne company of thi. 
re 0 'iment wa not pre ent. 9 

o Iowa Territorial Gazette and Advertiser (Burlington), eptember 12, 1 40. 

s1 Iowa Territorial Gazette and Advertiser (Burlington), .1. ovember 14, 1 40; 
Council Journal, l 43-1 44, p. 231. 

8 8 From the original return made by ... !ajor King in the office of the djutant 
General a De Moines, dat d ovember 4, 1 40. 

so From the original return dated November 12, 1 40, in t he office of the 
Adjutant General at Des Moines. 
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Th r turn from th cond 1m ir t Brig-
ad in the nd Di · · n li 1 n t h w a v ry flouri hincr 
ondition. of t L ompani but thr mu tered, 

and nly on f th made a r turn larcr ly becau of 
a lack of offic r . n ompauy had om n hundred and 
twenty-thr m n aud a aptain. In th oth r fiv com
pan <li trict th r wer ab ut fifty men ach. ompany 

o. 4 had a Li ut nant. Th e h o officer. were 
th nly on · · nt. 

On July ' rn r Rob rt Luca r fu ed to a p-
pr v an a t p h tra ion of th L cri lativ 

whi h d clar d ' that all th ct of th Terri-
tor · f Michi 0 ·an, an 1 th T rritory of 1\: i con in which 
ar in fore in th T rritor • of Iowa n th 4th <la of Jul. 
in th y ar n thou an l io-ht hundr d and thirt , ei ht, 
are h r by r peal d. '' Thi a t th v rn r aid would 
r p al am 110' th r , the "\ i con in militia law which 
w uld 'di r 0·aniz t a great ·t n t th militia of thi 
T rrit ry: a th militia law pa 
thi T rritor ' at it fir t ion can b 
uppl m nt to th "\\ i con in act and do 

a r 0 ·anizati n." 90 

vi w d onl a 
n t provide for 

lativ mbly pa d th act r th o -
rn r' v t '

11 
but urin th am 10n ad pt d ' n 

t to organiz di ciplin , and o-ov rn h filitia f thi 
T rrit r ', which wa practicall a r "nactm n of the 
"\Yi con in militia law, with a f w unimportant chan e . 

ertain audition with r f r nc m un <l rifl8m n w r 
mad , but th bulk of th law wa th am a to ti 1 , 
articl an 1 ction . 

90 hambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Got·ernor of Iou·a, Vol. 
I, p. 177. 

Ol Tit] lI of the new law appeared a '' F THE APPOL TME T OF MILITIA 

OFFICERS A, D THE TENOR OF TIIEIR OFFI E ."-Laws of Iou·a (Extra e . ion), 
1 40, pp. 20, 23, 24. 
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In hi me age to the Third Legi lative embly the 
Go ernor a ain ref rr d to militar affair . H r pect
full uo-0' t d '' th p di ncy of authorizin<>' by law, the 
or<>'anization of a number of mount d volunt r riflem n, 
ay one compan at 1 a t to er r gim nt of militia within 

th Territor with authorit for th commandant of any 
brio-ad to increa e the numb r to a battalion within his 
brigade, and to pro id for callino- th m into rvic in ca 
of Indian d predation or threatened inva ion. Thi pr -
cautionar m a ur can do no harm and ma ultimat l 

cure our fronti r from an Indian war." Hz Durino- thi 
e ion more :field and compan offic r w r nominated 

by the Gov rnor. 9 3 

Throuo-h 1 40 and 1 41 volunt er com ani w r form d, 
officer lect d, and commi ion ou o-ht in all part of th 
T rritory. letter from H. II. ible came to the Gov
ernor from a far away a the Ri er t. t er , dated 
F bruary 13, 1 41, and recei ed arch ..,2, 1 41, which 
conv yed the new that a company of volunteer mount d 
men had b n form d th ummer b for and commi ion ~ 
r cei ed for all but the third. li utenant. nd th u ua] 
que tion wa a k d: " ill w o- t arm ? " 94 

cca ionall it b came nee ar to di ciplin the offic r . 
general ord r i ued from Iowa ity under dat of F b

ruary 5 1 41 revok d the commi ion of . . Trowbrid 0 ·e 
a olonel of the Third Re im nt in th Fir t Bri0 ·ade of 
the econd Divi ion ''in con quence of the ntire failure 
and neo-lect of aid Trowbridg to oro-anize aid Recim nt 
in conformity with th law . '' 95 In 1 43 ever al officer 

02 Council Journal, 1 40- 1 41, p. 13. 

9 3 Shambaugh ' Executive Journal of Iowa, 1838-1841, p. 26 . 

n1 From the original in the Archives Division, Ilistorical Depar tment, Des 

~oine. 
n From the origina l in the office of the Adju tant General in Des Moines. 
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were tri d by ourt martial f r vari u off n °6 ome-
tim th offi r icrn d on th ir wn account. Thu on 

pt mb r 0, harl ;wan · ied a i ut nant 
lon 1 of th Fir t R . t ir t Bri 00ad Third Di-

1 10n b cau an th r man ha l b 11 promot d ov r hi 
h ad. lajor "\Yilliam . "\Yarr 11 of th ame r crim nt 

d on J anuar 1,.. 1 4 . ' I l it h wrote for 
ca on that you hav pla l th v r m tha I con-

id r my inferi r . . . . to b Rank d by a Yanli y lock 
P dl r woul l b ubmittin°· t an i11 ult 11 t nly off r d 
my lf but tho of th Bri ad . 11y fri n l olicit d n. 
:McDonald t r c mmen l m for that ffi h aid h would 
o·ladl ' do o-but y u ,v ul<l n t appoint m I know not 
what hav don to cau your di pl a ur - ( a I have 
d 11 nothincr ) n r do I ar . 07 

, h th r or not thi riti i m wa ju ti:fi d th re i 
abundant vid nc that militia f:fi w r n quite 

a p litical favor . In th lat :fifti lumbu 
m n uard 0 • almo t anythin °· th y a k d in th 

f arm antl quipm nt b au 011 of th ir fficer 
1 y "\"\ . arner va a p li ical upport r f th ov-

rnor. In nn ti n with m favor a k d b another 
compan~T om y ar lat r it ·wa l1ro· cl upon th o rnor 
tha ' all of th m b incr political fri n l f your h uld 
ntiU tli m to the pr mpt < Tan tin · f th fav r at y ur 

hand . n, 

Th r turn· ., n t i11 by th Bri 0 ·a l In pee or f r 1 41 
how , (l th am la k of inter , t and n o·l t f duty in 

r 00ard t militar} matt r . tha t ha l mark d th mu t r of 

••n From an ord ~ i . ucu from th hcaclquartcr · of the ' conn Did ·ion, .\ pr il 
14, 1 43, in t h Ar<'hh·cs Di\'i.·ion. Ilistoriral D parhu nt , De :-.loin s. 

!17 L tt r to ,oYcrnor Luca., in the .\ r •hh·e. Di\ i ·i n, Hi torical Department, 
D 1Toine . 

" 8 Letter from . A. H udson, Burlington, to ,oY rnor Lowe, cfated FeLruary 
10, l 5 , in the .\ rchirn Di\'i:ion, Hi ori1'al Department. De· :.Ioine . 
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1 40. an companie did not r port at all. f tho e 
m p t d e ral w r volunte r compani of drao-oon , 
om of whom had mount {ajor I ino- nt in a r port 

of d linquent . f tho who app ar d hJ r p rt d a 
.follow : 

The General and taff offi er came on arade well equipped and 
did their duty admirably well. 

omidantant of Regiment and th ir ubordinate officer paid 
tri t attention to their dut while on re iew and In pe tion. 

The men ob rved the be t of order - tho e that were pre rnt 
but man offi er paid no attention to order . I trictly njoined 
it on all the offi er to organize and make r turn from time to time 
a is required by Law.no 

In th e ion of 1 41- 1 4..., ov rnor John hamb r 
mad n pl a for th militia. Ind d h may ha e reflected 
popular indiff r nc to militar matt r in hi u 
that '' th re i a er indu triou and valuabl cla 
population who con ci ntiou ly crupl t bear arm , in 
who e favor th re i no x mption provi Jed by our militia 
law ; I would r commend that provi ion be mad for uch 
ca 1 aving th m ubj ct in tim ,f war to pay an 0qniv
alent for p r onal ervi . ' 100 At thi ion th legi la
tur pa d an amendment to the militia law providin · for 
the ex mption of c rtain offic r an 1 nli t d men who had 
erv cl in other li trict . It al o pr vid cl that officer who 

ace pt d commi ion in th Iowa militia could not re i 0 ·n 
th m within two y ar without howin°· <rood cau e.101 

pparently int r tin militar.T affair had r ach d a low 
ebb. Gov rnor hamb r in hi m ao- to the Leo-i lativ 

mbly of 1 ~-1 4 pok of th "almo t total failure 

99 Return by )fajor King clatecl October 12, 1 41 in the office of the 
djutant General in Des • Toine . 

100 hambaugh 's Messages and Proclamatw11s of the Gorernc,rs of loll'a, Vol. 
T, pp. 255, 256. 

101 Lau·s of Io1ra, 1 41-1 42, pp. !>5, !-16. 
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of th fficer f our militia to make r turn of the numer
ical tr no-th and quipm nt of their r p c iv command 
a r quir d by law' thu makino- it i · 1 to ecure a 
prop r di tribution of arm fr m t ov rnm nt. 
' uch i uni,· r alit. f thi o-ro e of duty 

h continu d that it v Y authority 
no m an of orr tin°· th vil but by a r the oner-
ou duty f a o- n ral di mi i n f delinqu n from com. 
man 1 1 avin °· it 1oubtful whe h r th r could b found to 
fill th ir plac . wh w uld p rform th luti with m r 
ffi i n y. I w ul 1 th r f r r pe tfully u ·g- t f r your 

c n i 1 rati nth pr pri ty f imp ino· p cuniary p nalti 
f r thi d cription of fficial d linqu n i · and (a it 
would b 1ifficult if not impo ibl und r xi tino- circum-
tan t ron titut a militar. urt in which th judo-

an 1 th a cu. 1 woul 1 n L b f un 1 qually in d fault) t 
mmit th nf r m nt f u h p nalti to the civil tri

bunal . ' 
102 

.And y t th r mu t hav b n me military 
a tivity duri1 · tim , in 1 wa paid ut to th 
\.. ljutant ncl Bri b tw n farch 

1- 1 4 , an<l b r 6, th ame p riod 
170 wa paid t military · and · f a 
ourt martial. 104 Fr m D 6 1 4 1 45, 

it app ar that 69.'"' wa nd d in paym nt of the 
ljutant G n ral Bri ad tor J udo-e dvoca 

far hal and m mb r of a court martial, and for th print-
ino- of military ommi ion . rom fa} 15, to De-
c mbcr '..?2 th ord h w that 114.0 a paid 
ou to b nt ral an 1 Brjo-ad In p ctor. 

1
0

2 
hambaugh ' Me sages and Procla111at1011s of t he Goi•ernors of Iowa, Vol. 

I , pp. 266, 267. 

10a Council Journal, 1 43-1 44, p. 231. 

104 John W. Bro11n a nd Dal'id R. Wa rfield were Brigad In p •tor at thi s 
t i me.- ·c,u11c1 / J ournal . 1 4:J-1 44. p. :?a,1, ] -t.i. p ~ll"i. I 4.3 l ,ir, , p . 2.3:?. 
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o ernor hamb r in hi me a to the ixth L gi la
tiv embl a ain mad m ntion of 'th almo t uni er al 
n 1 ct of the offic r of th militia to perform th ir du tie '' 
-e peciall a to r turn to th djutant n ral. " o 
chano- ha tak n plac in thi r p ct, and if th mean of 
putting arm into the hand of our militia i d em d im
portant to th af ty of our ext n ive and e po d frontier, 
I would again recomm nd the adoption of uch mea ur 
a will enable u to obtain them. ' He al o poke of the 
"cau which rend r hop 1 any ffort to enforc th 
p rformance of th official dutie of our militia officer , by 
militar mean '-a matt r which he bade plained durin · 

th previou e ion. 
Thi e ion of th L o-i lati mbl pa ~ ed an act 

which r peal d "all act or part of acL which now require 
militia drill , mu t r , training , in pection or r view , 
in tim of p ace".105 It wa made th duty of a e -

or in the everal counti , "at the time the retm n th ir 
a e ment roll , to return to the cl rk of the b ard of 
count commi ioner th nam of all able bodi d male , 
between th ao-e of eio-ht n and forty-:fi ar , re id nt 
in acb town hip or pr cinct in th ir re pectiv counti 
and it ball be the dut of aid clerk to mak out and re
turn forthwith to the adjutant general of this Territory 
complet ab tract of th numb r of uch able bodied mal s, 
which ab tract th aid adjutant o-eneral ball file and care
full pre erve in hi offic . '' The djutant G neral was to 
r c ive one hundred dollar per annum for his ervice . 
In addition a Fourth Divi ion of the militia wa form d. 
In the Fir t Brio-ade w re placed the countie of Davi , 

ppanoo , v ap llo, and Ki bkeko h. The cond Brig-
ad included Keokuk, Maha ka, and Powe biek counti 

106 

105 Laws of Iowa, 1 43-1 44, p. 54. 

1oe Laws of Iowa, 1 43- 1 44, pp. 55, 56. 
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The ev nth n ral mbly revived, re .. nacted and 
1cclare 1 in fore th militia law of the T rritor and 
by thi act annull d all former repeal of th law . It 
,va al provid d that 'for th purpo e of keepinO" up 
th oro-anization of th militia of thi T rritory, and to 
na bl th officer to mak full r turn of the tren th of 

th militia ach mpany and r o·im nt or battalion hall 
r nd z·vou · once in ach y ar in th month of eptember, 
at uch tim and plac a th ir r p ctiv commandant 
may 1ir ct· but no r o-im nt battalion or company hall be 
r quired to rendezvou more than one m ach year, 
anythin°· in th af r ·aic1 act to the contrar. notwith-
tandin o-. ' 107 

The Eio-hth Lcei lative \ mbly virtually aboli h d the 
militia y t m b. nacting the pr i ion that all law now 
in fore in thi T rritor allowincr compen ation to any 
military offic r, for an military rvice what ver, be and 
the am h r eby ar r p al d. · Thi act wa approved on 
January 3, 1 4 .108 pparentl? t.h m mb r of the 

mbl did n t r alize that ·war with f ·ico wa immin nt. 
\\ h n th call came in 1 46 for ldier t enli t in th ir 

countr ' ervic to fiO'ht in th , ar with Me ico th re wa 
little 1 ft of the militia organization of th T rritor . The 
r O'imental di trict wer lefin c1 but littl or nothino- was 
don in th wa. f mu t r or drill . II re and ther w re 
r mnant of volunt er compani whi h had dwindl d to al
mo t n thing. \ f w offic r r taine 1 commi ion o-ranted 
arli r in th d cad . \..nd o th r wa no oro·anizcd mil

itary fore \Yhich couM he call d out in 1 46. Iowa wa 
a keel to furni h on r ~·im nt of militia to b nroll d but 
not callc l into immediat rvic . Th r O'im nt wa to 
con i t of ten ompani ' ach ompany to hav one ap-

101 Lcncs of Io1rn, l 43 1 4-4, pp. 33, 34-. 

10 Lau·s of Io1rn, I 45- 1 46, p. 6. 
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cond Lieut nan four 
1 ian and ixt -f ur Private 

rn · d a r clamation t t it-

1z n l<lie1 allin0· up n th m to r p nd 
' p iall. njoin d n all offic r h 11-

i n that th y b acti e and vio-ilan 
in rai in°· th fore called for by 

pr m 
incr r ,. ommi 
in th ir ff rt t 
t t.' 110 

Th c mm1 1 n <l nn 1 of th T rritorial militia 
wa call 1 up n to 1n unno- nli tm nt , and 
qu ta w r ach divi ional di ric . ov rnor 

rd r t h 
liff r nt · · · n o f r the 

Th fficer in turn call l up n th ir 
to carr. thi in ff c . Ralph . Low , a 

in ommand f th on 1 Divi i n which wa a ked to 
furni h thr mpa · H · u cl a circular ur0·ino- the 
ommand 1 r ·im nt comp ino- 1hi di-

vi i n to volu . 
· militia a uch di 1 not participat in he 

man f th m n wh nli. t d had been 
m mb r of h variou militia ompanie . ·1 th Iowa 

r o-1m n 
C 

t 

r call d into ervi f ur ind p ncl nt 
f I wa m n wer m ·nt the f 

n 1c nl one mpany 
1 aw active . rvice. 

n 1 n of Iowa al o r p d 
. Th ch · le f I , a m n in the ·1 an 

,"\ ar ha littl nn n , ith th wa militia al houo-h 
i i an in o-ral part f th military hi t ry of Iowa. 

100 hambaugh M c.sages and Proclamatwn of th Governors of I ou:a, ol. 
I , p. 35'i; pha m The M exican War in Ioica and W ar, ... · o. 12, p. 3. 

110 hambaugh' M saqes and P roclama 1c,n, of the Gorernors of loll'a, ol. 
I , pp. 356, 357 ; pha m ' Th M exican W ar in Io tca a11 d War , o. 12, p. 6. 
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THE EARLY TATE MILITIA 

Iowa wa admitted to th nion in Decemb r 1 46. r-
ti l v n of th on titution ad pt d at th time contained 
th followino- pro i ion on th militia: 

1. The .i\ulitia of tbi tate hall be compo d of all able bodied 
white male itiz n between the aO'e of ighteen and forty-five 
y ar exc pt uch a are or may her after be exempt by the laws 
of the nit cl tat or of thi tat and hall b armed, equipped, 
and train d a th eneral embly may provide by law. 

2. o p on or person on cientiou ly rupulous of bearing 
arm hall be ompelled to do militia duty in time of peace; pro-
vid d that u h p r on or per on hall pay an equivalent for uch 
exemption in th ame mann r a oth r itizen . 

3. II commi ioned officer of the militia ( taff officer ex-
cepted,) hall b ele ted by the pe on liable to perform military 
duty and hall be commi ioned by the overnor. 111 

on tituti n of 1 44 contain d th manda-
to rovi ion hat th l 0 i la tur hall provid b law 
f 1 quipino- and di iplinino- he militia of 
thi t ' t th lanrua f both the on titution of 
1 4 t on titution of 1 ~7 wa dir tor . 

n ·tituti n of 1 46 al provid d that the money 
whi h hall b paid b p r on a an quivalent for 
mption 1.rom militar duty" hould b appli d to the chool 

fun 1
11 2 

and that th " ov rnor hall b th ommand r
in- hi f of th militia th army and nav of thi tate.' 113 

onditi n in Iowa fr m 1 46 to 1 60 w r uch that it i 
difiicult to 1 t rmin ju t what wa th tatu of th mili ia. 
Ther wa practi all n con tru tiv l o·i lation durino
thi p riod 'nd th militia law inh rit d from the T rri-

111 
onstitut ion of Iowa, 1 46, rt. VII. Th word white wa stricken out in 1 6 . 

1
1~ Constitution of Io1ra, 1 46 Art . .... ~, ec. 4. 

11a Con, titution of Iou·a, 1 46 Art. V c. 5. 
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tor r emain d ad a 1 tter. Th ov rn r claim d to be 
pow r l althouo-h th T rritorial militia law had not been 
r p al d. Had h at mpt d to act und r it, how v r, it 
i not probabl hat h could ha e accom li h d much: the 

n ral mbl T wa indiff r nt and at times triflino- in 
it treatm nt of militia ma ter durin o- the period ju t pr -
c dino- th ivil \ ar. 

n the other hand, th re wa o-r at acti i durin thi 
p riod in the oro-anization f olunt r ilitia c mpani 
, hich were laro· 1 ocial in charact r. h n comp 11 d 
to oro-aniz und r h T rritor , the m n of Io, a had b n 
reluctan to do ow that ther a no compul ion -
almo t no ncoura m nt- militia c mpani prang up 

er h r . Th r wa of our th at ra tion of com-
mi ion and, in a dition th han of urm o- arm . 

lthouo-h without 1 o-i lati h r than the 
pow r f o-rantino- commi ion ov rnor in 1 1 ap-
pointed an djutant n ral. Th r app ar o hav b n 
no 1 al authorization for thi offic r inc th 1 w of 
1 45-1 46 had d finite} ab li h d all militia offic r who 
rec iv d pa . nd et th Y rnor appoint cl an dju-
tant n ral and he tat paid him at 1 a t a par f th 
tim for hi rvic , inc n 1fa 1, 1 5 , J Bow n 
wa allow d 150 for hi djutant neral. 
Ind d, ther wa no 1 O'al authorit for an djutant en
eral until 1 61. P rhap th xtra-1 °·al tatu of thi offic 
xplain th ab nee of office recor l and r port for th 

period. 
Th r tirino· T rritorial o rnor Jam lark , real-

ized that th militia law wa too laborat to b efficient, 
and that a it tood the t m wa a trave t on all thino
militar . In hi me ao-e to the Fir t eneral embl 
of th tat of Iowa, on D c mber -, 1 46, he aid: 

I regret to inform you that an effort made by me, during the past 
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ummer to eff t u h a return of the ffectiv tr noth of the 
militia, a would enabl th tat to draw it proper quota of arm , 
prov cl ntir ly un uc ful. \ mo t una countabl f linO' of in-
diff ren r p rva<le th mmunity on thi nbje t, which hould, 
if po . ible, b ov r om '\Y hav a militia law on our tatute 
book, and th emblan of a militia organization wi hout the real
ity. Th law for all u eful purpo , i a <lea I lettPr, and . hould, 
it i llO'O' . t d, be mad to iv way t on mor imple in it pro
vi . ion.,, and looking only to uch an orO'anization a. will cure the 

tat it proportionat . bar in th di. tribution of arm. and 
a coutr ment annually made by th en ral .rovernment. Th 
mo t ff tiv mea ur ar all d for at th r hand of th LeO'i. -
latur to guard fntur lo .. t th p pl in thi parti ular. 114 

The mo t ff tfr mea ur 1 by hi mb(v 
in r gan1 t th militia how· Y r pron 1 11 m an 

a t to pr vid f r th navigati n f ~ kunk rfr r that the 
. h riff, r any offi r t ·wb m a11y pr cc. un 1 r thi act 
may h dirr t d, hall b auth riz l o x ut th • ame 
anywh r in tl and f r that purp may take 
to hi. a · n po" f th ount;· and if n c -
. ary may all up n th f th for th 
mili ia. 11 ' 

In hi . m . ag· t ial n f 1 4 
~ \ n l Brigg-. mad n m ntion of tb mili ia. 

1 . , th · 1 g-i. la nr mad pr Yi ion f r urino- militia 
r turn by na ting a law that th a · ... or in arh r
g·aniz 1 r unty in thi tat b r quir cl to tak at th n .
a nnual a m nt, r. Ii. t f all ah] l odi d whit mal e> ci -
iz 11 , h tw n h ag- . of io-h n an l f rty-fiv y ar~, 
uhj t to mi]ita r;· cluty m th ir r . p tfr unti , arnl 

r turn u h li t wi th th a m n r ]l ~ t th cl erk of 
th h anl of c unty c mmi 1011 r who du ;· it hall h , 

111 r ial Ii eport of th . I ud1tor of tat . l 60, p. 6 ; . hambaug-h' J/es-
. a, 1.· a 1 Proc-lama io11. of 'I norc r. D( lou·a, Y o!. J, pp. 3--tii. 3--16. 

w; I.ate. of Iowa, 1 46-1 4i, pp . .3 i , 5 . 
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within thirt da th reaf r, to for ard an ab tract of 

aid li t to th Go rnor of the tat . '' 
116 

nder thi act r turn w re r c i d from t ent -one 
countie ; and from th :fhmr thu obtain cl ome idea of 
the number of men ubj ct to militar., dut in the tat 
ma b gained. r port d to th eneral s m bl in 
D c mb r, 1 4 th numb r of men in ach count mak-

ino- a r turn a a follow 

OU TIES 

Lee 
John on 
Powe hi k 
Linn 

edar 
Iowa 

linton 
Jack on 
Ja per 
Keokuk 
Loui a 

MBER 

26 
666 

61 
704 
539 

1 

1025 
10 

5 
66 

co TIES 

v a hin on 
Davi 
Dalla 
Polk 

la ton 
Henr , 
Jeffer on 
Mu catin 

an Buren 
Buchanan 

UMBER 

566 
721 

59 
67 
419 
950 

1100 
697 

16 0 
71 

Whole numb r r port l 14310 

o ernor Brio-o- r port d that '' v ral f th counti 
ha failed to forward an ab tract in ob di n to th act 
abo m ntion d. I we er irk om th p rformanc of 
thi p ci of militar dut~ may to om appear, it cannot 
b d nied tha a w 11 oro-aniz d militia i , in ev r y point 

f vi w ntially n c ar in tbi tat · and without 
further comm nt I w uld u o- t that a 1 a t uch an 

r anization b ff c will entitl u t r c ive ur 
quota of arm from th o rnm nt." 

117 

110 Laws of Iou:a (Extra e ion), 1 4 , p. 7 . 

n1 hambau h Mes age a11d P roclamatwns of the Gor nwrs of Io u:a, Vol. 

I , pp. 3 7, 3 

L. xvri- 23 
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am 
latiou : 

OY rn r n°·o· a k 1 f r militia l 0 ·1 ·-

In my la t me ag I pr . ent d th numb r of all able-boclied 
whit male itizen ubje t t military duty, in each 
of the ountie which had b n reported t m , in a ordan e with 
an act entitl d '' an a t r quirinO' th a . or to tak li t of p r-
on . ubj t to military duty approve l Jan. 25 1 4 and ur"'ecl 

an organizat ion of th militia a p eclily a pra ticabl . 
how v r w re tak n by th la t 'en ral A emhly t 

obj ct. 'l he . rel . ection of th abov m ntion d articl f the on
.· titution provi le that all ommi .. ion cl ffi r of th militia 

(. taff officer · x pt d ) . hall b lect d by the per. on. liable t 
p rform militia duty, and :hall h • mmi ion d by th ov-
rnor.' Th militia law i. at pr nt a cl ad l ttrr up n th 

tatut bo k. m m a ur hould b tak n t arran"' the 
militia into divi ion brigad . r gim nt , & . · t provide for th 

el cti n of offi · r in ace rdanc with th on titution · and to 
provicl furth r for u h an enr llm nt as will enabl th tat to 
draw her qu ta f arm. fr m th 

Th r Vl 1 11 f th I wa law. kn Wll a th od of 
1 51, appr Y cl on F bruary - 1 -1, difi cl th law with 
re p t t th , militia in haptcr -!- • nly :,} y 11 h rt 

Liou wcr in lu 1 1 a f 11 w 

6 1. All the abl -bodi d " ·hit mal citizen of the . tat b tw n 
th' ag s of ight en ancl forty-th y ar who ar not x mpt from 
military duty agre ably to thl' la\\': of th rnitPcl • tale. con. titut 
th effeet 1 ·e military fore of tlu. tate. 

6 .... 2. The .·ccreta ry of . tatc on or b fo r th fir t :.\Ionday in 
,January aft •r the takin~- of Paeh state cen u · mu t r p0rt to th 
Jr ·id nt of the Tnit cl .'tc1te · th c1g r gat numb 1· of uch mili
tary fore . 

6:...3. '\ 'h 11 ver the governor cl 'Ill· i r.-p di nt o call into 
.·en·ie any portion of th :aid lllilifar.\· fore he mll.'t pr : ·ribe the 
r,umb r. and th mann r in which they arc, to be c1llecl out. 

I n1l1:rng-h' Message.· m d Proclamation of the Gorer11ors of Iotca, Yo!. 
r, • .i 16, rn;-. 
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624. Ile may make t mporary appointment of uch officer a 
he thinks proper for alling the troop into ervice and may appoint 
the time and place of renuezvou . 

62 . o tro p an be called into ervice in a y other manner 
than a volunte xc pt in a e of in urrection or inva ion and 
the governor may pre rib the number to be re eived from the 
counti re pectively an l may fix the amount of their compen a
tion which mu t not exc ed tha allowed to oldier in the army of 
the nited tat . 

626. t the time and plac of rendezvou each company may 
proceed o le t the numb r of commi ioned and non-commi ioned 
officer that ha. be n p1·eviou ]y pre rib d by th governor. 

627. In lik manner each r giment, bri ade, or divi ion hall at 
the ame tim and pla ele t the number of it offic r whi h ha 
been pr viou ly de ignated by the governor, e.·cept that each hi f 
of brigade or divi ion ha pow r to appoint hi own . taff. 

62 . The parti ular place and hour for opening th poll at any 
uch lection , a w 1l a the judge and lerk ther of, hall be 

fixed and appoint d b th offi er in t mporary ommand at . uch 
place of rendezvou . 

629. The governor may cau e any arm owned by the tat to be 
di tribut d to the troop thu called into ervi e and may dir ct all 
nece ary uppli~ to be procured and furni hed at the expen e of 
the tate. 

630. He may, if h think proper take command in per on of any 
roop thus alled into actual ervice. 

631. ubj ct to th foregoing provi ion. he may make all 
farther rule and regulation nece ary to arry out the general 
pirit and intent of thi chapter. 119 

Th mo t cur ory examination f thi. law will how that 
thi wa n ither th ham of earlier militia enactm nt 
nor th ba i for any r al or 0 ·anization. It mu t hav be n 
und r the authority of thi chapter f th ode of 1 51 that 

ani 1 of L ount. , wa appointed. ... cljutant G n-
ral on pril ') 1 51. What there i in th law that author-

1z uch an appointment it i difficult to e . djutant 
110 Code of 1851, Title III, Ch. 40. 
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r f ar ucc 
...,_ ~r ry unty. 120 

t ad in hi m t n-
ral A. mhly in ao-ain m ntion d th n ity of 

ad quat · ti ro-anizati n f r th mili ia in th 
f 11 ·win 

'I he att nti n f th n ral embly ha b n frequently 
·all l t th oraanization of th militia of the tat yet no tep 
have b n tak n by th p pl r th leai la ure to ff t it in uch a 
mann r a to omply with th law of the nit d tat and to 

btain th qu ta of arm to whi h w ar entitled. 
·r tary of tat r p rt d to th P · t th aa reaate 

nnmb r f militia f r th y ar 1 51 but a th r wa n proper 
military rganizati n th r port wa d lar d in uffi i nt. 
By th law of th nit cl • tat and the provi ion of our on ti
tntion it i · ur duty to nr 11 and oraanize th militia into divi-
ion brigad . , r aiment. , battalion and compani . · and by a 

proper offic r to rep rt to th r . i l nt annually n or b for the 
fir. t 1f nclay in January f ach year, our ff ctive military force 
with their arm. , a coutr m nt or th purp of arrying 
out th r quir m nt. fa c n titutional law of our ational :rov-
rnm nt, an l to obtain th arm. with whi h th tat might b 

d f nc.1 cl by h r wn itiz n I would mo t arn . tly r mmend 
you to rnak . neh provi i n a will be prop r t ff t an bj t 
<l irabl , and at th e am tim tabli h an nal \'h re th 
arms and munition. obtain d may be af ly kept until th , . hould 
b ne d c1 for rvi . In th month of :\far h, 1 1 I r ceiv d a 
·ommnni ·a ion from the rduanee parti a hinaton , 

. tating that th er tary of ar had dir Iaj r Bell, in 
·harg of th r nal at t. Loui. to i u up n my !' qui ition 
arm. ancl accoutr m 'nt uffi i nt to quip tw mpani . of Vol
unt r at Burlingt n and ubuqu t be har d t th tate. 

1 20 Iowa ffi cial R egister, 1917- 191 , p. 97. In th E x c-utive Journal for 
1 .31 Gove rnor ad ent r d the nam a Paul . L .- Executit•e J 011r-

11 al c,f Io1rn, l , p. 123. 

Th g s h nc t th Exec-ut il"e J ournal of loica, 1 46-
1 5 , ar t the- original. wa mad of the typ wri ten copy in po s ion 
of Th tate Hi torical oci ty of Iowa. 
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cc rdinaly on th 
mad and th arm 
Burlington have b 

27th day of :\Iay following a r qui ition wa 
w r obtain d, and tho for the company of 
n d liver d. Th ompany at ubuqu not 

it or anization, I dire t d th arm and ac
nt to th P nit ntiar for afe keepin , wher , 
of th arden they mi<Yh be k pt in good order, 

havin mp let 
coutr m nt b 
und r th h 
and be r ic in uarding the pri on.121 

Thu it i n that olunt r a ie 

to a pp ar within th om 
into b in(Y whil I wa wa t a T 

w r b !ri.nnin 
of th m am 

f th there 

can b no accurat r c rd b au 
from th djutant n ral an th lo or cl tru tion of 
th Ex cutiv J O'U rnal f r th p ri d from 1 41 t 1 46. 
Th offic r f on compan , how v r, rank fr m th da e 
Iowa wa admitt d o th mon. The offi r of th arm-
in o-ton mmi ion d on Jun 1.... 1 4 7 to rank 
from Th ffic r of th f arion uard 
w r commi ion d lat r h am ear. om r compan 
offic r w r commi ion d if the r cord of th E ecutive 
J ournal can b tru d until 51 · but a f w of th (Y n ral 
and fl. ld ffic r r ceiv- d ommi ion . 

John co · · ed Brio-adi 
h Fir t on ion, June -3, . 

da Bi(Ygar wa commi ion d aptain, 
and · Li ut nant of the ourth Bat-
alion Third R (Yim nt econd rio-ad econd Divi ion; 

Jame hanklin a commi ion d ir t Li ut nant an 
J hn ·n econd Li ut nant of the Fir t Battalion, 
Third eQ'lm n cond Brio-a 1 cond ivi ion. It ap-
p ar from th appointm ni hat th old t pe of town-
hip and count oro-anization f he militia into re!ri.m ni , 

brio-ad and divi ion ma hav b n re·· tabli h d. 

121 hambaugh' Messages and Proclamations of the Governors c,f Iowa, Vol. 

I pp. 436, 437. 
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ince o few officer were commi ioned however, it i 
more than likely that th f w were appoin ed a occas10n 
demand d and took th ir unit d ignation from the pre
e i tin°· organization. 

In 4 , Jame am ey wa made Major General of 
the Fourth Divi ion. Th am ear, John . Pitzer, 
who mu t certainly have been commi ioned before Iowa 
b came a tate, re ign d a Lieutenant olonel of the Third 
Re ·iment, econd Brigade, Fir t Divi ion. Curiou ly 
enough thi re ignation brouO"ht about three appointment 

illiam H. Lyon a olonel, Thoma H. Gray a Lieu-
tenant Colonel, and zra Drown a Major of the ame 
regiment. 

ot until the time of Governor Hemp tead wer the taff 
officer appointed. On pril 3, 1 51, Daniel S. Lee wa 
commi ioned djutant General of the militia of the tate. 
On the 16th of pril, William E. L ffingwell of Clinton 

ounty, Barlow Gran°·er of Polk Count , John H. McK.in
ne of De oine ounty, and George cHenr of Du 
Buque ounty, were made aide to the Governor with the 
rank of Colonel. Henry M. helley of Van Buren Count 
wa commis ion d Jud 0 ·e dvocate General; Ezra Drown 
of Jeff r ._ n C unty, Quarterma ter General; Thoma 
E PY, of Lee County, ommi ary General; Con tan tine 

olt nbach , Payma ter G neral · and Jame Bent, filitary 
ecretary. t the am time John G. hi ld of Dubuque 

Count wa mad Major General of the Third Di ision. 
Inaccurac in militia record i rev aled b the entry in the 
E xecutive J oiirnal for October 26, 1 57, that Edward 
David of Dubuqu wa commi ioned Briga Ii r General of 
the rrhird Bri 0 ·ad , vice John G. liield , decea ed. Gen
eral hi ld had been ajor General: it wa Charle Gil
liam who h ld the rank of Brigadier General of the Third 
Brigad , Third Divi ion. 
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FFI ER W 1:ILI TI A MMI IO E D B E TWEE 

D E E rnER '... 1 46 A TD D E E rnER 31, 1 5 
(Th data for th folio" ing table wa obtained from the Executiue 

Journal of Ioica, 1 46-1 5 , and the nam s ar g iv n ·1 found in tha 

r •ord.) 

RGANIZATION 

Farming on Guard 

Fir t Brigade 
econd Dh-i ion 

Fourth Battalion 
Third Regiment 

econd Brigad 
cond Divi ion 

Fir t Battalion 
Third Regimen 
, ccond Brigad 
, eeond Di,i ion 

. farion Guard 

Iowa D ragoons 

Fourth Did ion 

l'hircl Regiment 
, rond Brigade 
First Divi ion 

FFI ERS 01\IMISSIONED 

Mart in 
harl 

. Britton : aptain 
IL King : First 

Li ut nant 
.John tu art : cond 

ordon : Brigadi r 

cneral 

To ·eph W. Biggar : Captain 

DATE 

COMl\11.'SIO ·Eo 

.Tune 12, 1 -17 
(To rank from 

D<'rember 26, 
1 46) 

.Tune 23, 1 47 

.\lbert K ndall : Fir t .lune 36, 1 47 

Lieu t nant 

.Jame hanklin : First 
Li utenant 

1 oh n Briney : econd 
Lieutenant 

Dean h adle : Captain 
• • athaniel hap man : "First 

LieutPnant 
Daniel B . Brown : econd 

Li utenant 

.Jam :\I. :\!organ : Captain 
.T ohn IT. :\Ic Kinney : Fir t 

Li utenant 
David . Wil on : econd 

.rune 26, 1 7 

.June 26, 1 47 
(To rank from 

Jun 2-, 1 47) 

Li utenant .Tuly 19, 1 47 
(Thi rompany wa mu tered ( To rank from 

into nited tate ervice July 15 1 47) 
a aptain Jame :\I. Mor• 
gan · Company of Iowa 
}.founted Volunt ers on 
July 15, 1 47.) 

.Tame -. - Ram ey : Maj~ 
,Tanuary 22 1 4 

neral 

William II. Lyon : olonel 
Thoma Il. Gray : Li utenant 

olonel • fay 
12

' 
1 4 

F?Ta Drorrn : -:\fajor 
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ORGANIZATION 

!Staff 

Staff 

Third Division 

Third Brigade 
Third Division 

[Second Brigade 
Third Division 

!Stat Fencibles 
(Burlington) 

:.fadison Guards 
(Fort fadison) 

OFFI ERS C0MMISSIO ED 

Daniel [Paul J S. Lee : 
djutant General 

William E. Leffingwell : Aide 
to Governor with rank of 
Colonel 

Barlow GrangeT : Aide to Gov
ernor with rank of Colonel 

John H. i\'f cl inney : ide to 
Governor with rank of 

olonel 
George McH nry : Aide to 

Governor with rank of 
Colonel 

James Bent : Military 
ecretary 

Henry M. Shelley : Judge 
d\'ocate General 

Ezra Drown : Quartermaster 
General 

Thoma . E py : Commissary 
Gen ral 

Constantine Coltenbache : 
Paymaster General 

DATE 

COMMISSIONED 

April 31 1 51 

April 16, 1 51 

.John G. Shields : Major 
General April 16, 1 51 

Charl Gilliam : Brigadier 
General 

Dr. John Rell, Jr. : Surgeon 
General 

[Stark H. Samu ls : Brigadier 
G neral 

John II. :'lfoKinney : Captain 
Fabi::tn Brydolph : First 

Lieutenant 
Daniel Gilchrest : econd 

Lieutenant 
1Alexander C. Walker : Third 

Lieutenant 

,Jame C. Parrott : Captain 
Thoma Hale, Jr. : First 

Lieutenant 
,Tam s I. Reid : econd 

Li utenant 
Hayne Forbe : Third 

Lieutenant 

April 24, 1 51 

July 21, 1 51 

Augu t 1 1 51 

August 1 , l 51 

January 22, 1 52 
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ORGANIZATION O FFICERS COMMISSIONED 

John T. Rowe : Captain 
IS. P. Yeomans : First 

DATE 

0oMMISSlONED 

[Agency City Guards Lieutenant August 21, 1 52 

Dubuque City 
Guards 

Fayette Guards 
(Company I) 

Dubuque City 
Guards 

Davi County 
harp hooters 

Staff 

Keokuk Guards 

Washington 
rtillery 

(Davenport) 

David odbine : econd 
Lieutenant 

[Charle Jones : Captain 
B. J. Ohallaran : First 

Lieutenant 
Patrick Faning : Second 

Lieutenant 
Bartholomew Lenahan : Third 

Lieutenant 

George W. Neff : Captain 

!September 2 , 1 53 

A. L. Dunn : First Lieutenant .June 10, 1 54 
.T. W. ebb : econd 

Lieutenant 

11. M. Hayden : Captain 

E. G. Reeves : Captain 
Alpheus Tucker : First 

Lieutenant 
William L. liver : ec,md 

Lieutenant 
P. IT. Roland : Third 

Lieutenant 

George W .• fo leary : 
Adjutant General 

June 10, 1 54 

July 2 , 1 54 

May 16, 1 55 

R. IT. Huston : aptain 
T. J. McKinney : First 

Lieutenant May 16, 1 55 

Thomas B. Bartlett : econd 
Lieutenant 

Harvey ,J. Hughes : Captain 
C. W. Gidding : First 

Lieutenant 
E. :r_ Bates : e ond 

Lieutenant 
Reed Brockmey : Third 

Lieutenant 

June 5, 1 55 
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loRaA ·1zAT10N 

Keokuk rtillery 
all(l C,o,·ernor 
,uanl 

Anamo. a Light 
}uarrl 

{,., .. , .\,t;JJe,y 

II 
and Governor' 
C1unrds 

Dan•uport Light 
Guard 

I 
Keokuk Rifl 

C'ompauy 

\Vashington Guard 
( .TackMn ounty) 

Poto"·onok Rifle 
ompany 

FPJ ER 

Edward 
r:rie I. 

Li utenant 

OMMIS TO. ED 

aptain 
Fir t 

.Tolin .T. Irwin : econd 
Li 'Ut nant 

DA'l'E 

'o.,nII SIO."ED 

.Tun 12, 1 5,j 

G orge W. Limbocker : Third 
Lieutrnant 

l?ranklin R. ign 

,Tohu Krllv : aptain 
Luth r Ahhe : Fir. t Lieutenant 
Giles ,T. Flake : ond 

Lieutenant 
harle. . Peet : Third 
Lieutenant 

ahirt T. Patter on : En ign 

\Vi1Jian1 Hall : aptain 
,To ·iah . Gaston : Fir 

Lieut nant 
,John .\. Foster : cond 

Lieutenant 
E(h\ard II. Bracll y : Third 

Lieutenant 

\le.·au,ler Lynch : aptain 
.James if. Tyler : First 

Lieutenant 
L. L. Orounor : cond 

Lieutenant 
William Daulton : Third 

Lit>utenant 

Lrbh us . Allhou e : aptain 
.Tamr, 1V. , imp on : Fir t 

Lieutenant 
.T. . Wallac 0('0nd 

Lien tenant 

William II DaYis : aptain 
, amuel Harper : Fir t 

Lieut nant 

, org TL Albright : econd 
Lieut nant 

.\uiru 1 i, 1 55 

.\ugu t 27 1 ,3.3 

Dere nh r /5, 1 ,>5 
(To rank from 

doberl,1 5.3) 

Dc(eml r 1 i, 1 .3.3 
(To rank from 

Dec·ember 10, 
1 ,>:>) 

.Tauuary 29, 1 ,>6 

.\ pril 3. 1 ,>6 
(To rank from 

:\forch 30, 1 ,>Ii) 



H I T RI 

RGA, IZATI N 

Tip on Guards 

mn ounty 
uard 

f,inn ounty 
Guard 

\Iount Plea ant 
Guard 

R E OF IILITI 

OM MISSIONED 

1\\'illarcl Hammond : aptain 
William H. Hammond : ir t 

Lieutenant 
Tohn U .• faurer : cond 

Li ut nant 
W lls . pic<'f : Third 

Lieutenant 

'E. anmetre : Captain 
E. T. Bates : Fir t Li utenant 
G org Liven barger : econd 

Lieutenant 
br2 ham oon : Third 
Lieutenant 

E. aptain 
harl B. Rowl y : Fir t 

Lieutenant 
Ed\\ard E. Tyner : econd 

Lieutenant 
ugu tine Parks : Third 
Li utenant 

I IO 
DATE 

COMMISSIOl\ED 

ugust 11, 1 56 

371 

ept mb r 24, 1 56 

October 27, 1 56 

Deceml er 1, 1 56 

taff ,eneral .January 15, 1 57 

\fu catin Light 
uards 

Tack on and Jone 
ounty Guard 

1{ okuk Rifle 
ompany 

aptain 
D. W. McCloud : Fir t 

Lieut nant 
William R. tone : econd 

Li utenant 
. P. \\ ater Third 
Lieutenant 

,T. W. Jenkin aptain 
Jarvis H. mith : First 

Lieutenant 
tephen all : econd 
Lieut nant 

Richard Durgan : Third 
Lieutenant 

.Jul. B neke : Captain 
chmidt : Fir t 

econd 
Lieutenant 

,John Bringartner : Ensign 

January 16, 1 57 

.January 22, 1 57 

F bruary 10, 1 57 
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RGANIZATION 

Dav nport Rifle 
ompany 

Tipton Guards 

Birmingham Guard 

Warren Guards 
(Burlington) 

OFFICER OM MISSIONED 

nton It n : Captain 
Antoine herer : First 

Li utenant 
harles wald: econd 
Lieutenant 

harle lmer: Third 
Li utenant 

G orge Fritch : econd 
Li utenant 

J. M. Irnin : Captain 
nder on Laith : Fir t 
Li utenant 

H. . Fi hel : econd 
Lieutenant 

F . Brydalf : Captain 
W. A. oUDg : First 

Lieutenant 
J. mith McK nney : cond 

Lieutenant 
I. Winder , Third Lieutenant 

DATE 

May 11, 1 57 

July 16, 1 57 

July 16, 1 5i 

July 20, 1 57 

--------- l---------11 
B. F. George : aptain 

De Witt Light 
Artill ry 

( linton ounty) 

Burlington Rifle 
,uard 

ttumwa ity 
uard 

William H. Buchanan : First 
Lieutenant 

John 11 y : econd 
Ju y 20, 1 5i 

Lieutenant 
L. Krieg : cond Lieutenant 

,Tuly 20, 1 57 

M. K II r : Third Lieutenant 
------,-----1---------11 G. . La well : Captain 

L. D. ".\for e : Fir t Lieutenant 
John II. Ilarmony : econd 

Li utenant 
t phcn burn : Third 

Augu t 5, ] 57 

-- L wi IT. aptain 
Oli, er Ben choter : Fir t 

Li ut nant 

Ko uth Rangers 
good: , cond 

Li utenant ugust , 1 57 
\!mun Hill : Orderly ergeant 
\Yilliam , kinner : Fir t 

orporal 

Taylor : En ign 
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ROA IZATIO 

Mu catine Light 
Guard 

Qua queton Light 
Infantry 

11----------1 

alem Guard 

ouncil Bluffs 
G ards 

Third Brigade 
--- Division 

abula ational 
Guards 

mmit Guards 
(Keokuk) 

Iri h Volunteer 
Company 

OFFI ERS 0MMIS IONED 

John H. allace : Captain 

.Tame D. Phillip : Captain 

.Tohn oult r : Fir t Li utenant 
,Tames Rankin : econd 

Lieut nant 
Zinry Butl r : En ign 

R. D. Em rson : aptain 
D. 1Ticl : Fir t Lieutenant 
,T. Fair hild : econd 

Li ut nan 
T. R. elpton : Third 

Li utenant 

aptain 
raig : Fir t Lieutenant 

R. F. Dunn : cond Lieutenant 
J. B. tut man : Third 

Li ut nant 
,T. II. Benton Jr. : Fourth 

David : Brigadier 

decea 

apt ... i 
n 0. Bard : Fir 

econd 
Lieutenant 

F. M. K l ey : Third 

arg't 

1 xander Lynch : Captain 
Jam Tumelty : First 

DATE 

CoMMISSI0 ED 

cptcmher 3, 1 57 

ptember 25, 1 57 
(To rank from 

July 4, 1 57) 

pt mb r 25, 1 57 
(To rank from 

July 3, 1 57) 

eptemb r 25, 1 57 
( To rar.k from 

July 15, 1 57) 

ctober 26, 1 57 

tober 26, 1 57 

ec<rnd Lieutenant 
ampbell : Third 

ov mber 1 , 1 57 

Li utenant 
cott : Captain 

First 
Lieutenant 

Patrick Ryan : econd 
Lieutenant 

Jo eph Gavin : Third 
Li utenant 

D cember 15, 1 57 
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ORGANIZATION OFFI ERS 0MMISSIONED 

Adjutant 

aptain 
Oeorge B. Redman : First 

'Boon boro Frontier Lin1tenant 
uard .Jona· Upton : econd 

taff 

Lieutenant 
Wood on D. Park r Third 

Lieutenant 

harle. B. Richard : 
ornmis ary Gen ral 

D POLITIC 

l DATE 

CoM;-.n SIONED 

January 1 , 1 5 

F bruary 5, 1 5 

Th taff or 0 ·anizati n of tlH' militia wa com pl ted July 
'....l, 1 -1, by the appointment f Dr.John 11, Jr., of Loui a 

un y to be on neral of the militia. tark H. 
m f linton ounty wa ma le Brigadi r Gen ral of 

th l Brio·a l Third Divi ion on u ·u t 1 1 5]. 
Probably n n of th taff offi r oth r than the 

neral w r maintain 1 thr n°·hout th p riod. 
Ri hard r p rt l a ornrni. ary G n ral a th time 

of th pirit Lak R li f Exp liti n y t hi omm1 10n 
1 lat d F bruar T 5 1 5 . 

Th bow that ffi r ,,ere commi ioned for 
the ·lin(Yton in 51, t fadi on 

it. ard in 1 5 nd t ubuque 
1 ubt 11 oth r compani were 

offi r w r not ommi i n d. Ind ed, 
it i very po ibJ tha the E.r cutive Journal d e not con
tain a mpl t ly ac urat li. t f commi i n errant d. 
Fr m 1 5 on i.nt re in rea . eel and th Adjutant ncral 
and 'JOV rnor w r in r ccipt of fr qu nt r qu t for arm 
f r v lunte r ompanic ancl commi i n for th officer . 
E pc ially in 1 59 ancl 1 '- G w re th e ocial-militar. m
pam a tiY . A Ii t f tb militia compani who of
ficer were commi ion l hy th o,T rnor b twe n 1 46 
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and 1 5 a tak n from th Executi e J ournal122 f r that 
p riod will b found in th accompan ino- tabl . 

rm for th olunt r compani , r i u d a rap-
idl a uch quipm nt c uld b procur l · and th c mpany 
offic r r r qmr t Q1. b nd for th ir af ke pincr. 
Fif mu k t , ith a coutr m nt w re i u d t n m
pan on a bond f $ _g_ om tim bond w r ·iv n an 1 
no arm i u d in chano- .123 ,v hil th companie w r 
mainl ocial in charact r and man of th m probably 
n r fir l th f w pi c which th y po , arm 1 nt 
h ro-aniza ion a martial appearanc an l d ubtl a 

lar 0 • part of th int r t in militia compani wa due to 
tb fact that om arm w r availabl . n 1 ... \.djutant 
G n ral Je ow n wro e to ov rnor "I am 
per uaded that man of the olunt er oru woul l 
not b oro-anized r it not for th xp eta ti n f getting 
arm from the tat hall w com · · n tho 
whom we can t arm.'' 12 -1 

ith un aryin°· re 011larity th annual m ao- of th 
ov rnor reiterat l th n ce ity f m militar. leo-i -

la ion. Gov rn r II m . t acl in hi ond bj ennial m -
ao-ain brou o·ht th matt r to th att ntion of th n-

eral mbl in h f ollowin°· word : 

ince the formation of our tate government, up to the pr ent 
time recommendation hav be n made to th eneral A. embly 

122 Executive J o11rnal of loll'a, l 46-1 5 , pp. 30, 32, 33, 39, 50, 123, 125 131, 
132, 133, 147, 15 , 195, 216, 221, 276, 27 , 279, 2 6, 2 7, 29 , ~99, 302, 306, 
32 331 334, 336, 343, 346, 353 363, 3 o, 3 7, 3 , 3 9 390, 391, 
393, 397, 399, 403, 40,'5, 40 41-1. 413. An old record book in the po ession of 
the djutan General in Des ~foines wa al o consulted. 

123 Thi bond is in the .\.rchi,es DiYi ion, Historical Department, Des ~foine . 
-· hambaugh s .M , saqcs and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
II, p. 201. 

124 L tter from Adjutant General Bowen to Governor Lowe, dated July 21 
1 5 , in the Archives Division, Ili torical Department, Des :lloines. 
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to enact uch law a would comply with the on titution of thi 
tate and the law of the nited tate a to the oro-anization of 

the militia· and to which ubject I would again invit your pecial 
attention. 

'fbe object of the law of ongre in requiring the organization 
of the military for e of ea h tate, and the appropriation for 
arm to be di tribut d to th m from ear to ear i for the pur
po e of na bling th m to defend them elve in ca e of emergency, 
and at the ame time to be erviceable to the ational Government 
in the defen e of the ountry, hould th ir ervi be ne ded. 

It hould be rem mbered that Iowa i a frontier tat · portion 
of our northern and we t rn boundarie are ubject to the incur
ion of Indians, who have but recently di po ed of heir right to 

the oil who return for th purpo e of hunting and not unfre
quently ommit depr dation upon the white inhabitant befor 

any effective military for e, can b obtain d to repel 
hem. It i ther fore prudent and nece ary that we hould have 
u h a military organization a will enable u in a ca e of emer

gency to defend our elve and protect our citizen . 
In July la t I received information from the counti of rro 

Gordo Floyd Bremer, hi ka aw Franklin and other , that a 
lar e body of Indian well armed and equipped had made demon-
tration of ho tility by fortifying them elv in variou place , 

killing to k, and plundering hou e and that many of the inhab
itant had entirely forsaken their home and left a large portion of 
their prop<;rt at the mercy of the nemy · praying that a military 
force might be ent to prote t th m and their ttlement . pon 
the r cepti n of thi information an order wa immedia ely i ued 
to Gen. John hield , dire ting him to all out th ity Guard 
of Dubuque, and u h other for e a might be n e ary, not ex
ceeding two companie. , to remove the Indian from the tate. Thi 
order wa prompt}) ob yed, and the company wa ready for er
vice, when inf rmation wa received that the Indian had di -

· per eel - that the citizen were returning to their home , and quiet 
had be n re tored. It therefore b came unn ce ary for any 
further proceeding . 

Authority wa al o 
in thi , tate, to rai 

iven to fajor illiam , of ort Dodge, 
a volunte r company hould it be nee ar' 
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to r mov an ' Indian who houlcl b found di turbing any of th 
inhabitant of th ounty of Franklin r adjoining counti . n 
th fir t day of pt mb r la t he r port d that h had not found 
it nee ary t rai any military for , a thrr did not then xi t 
any au for alarm, or lang r to th ettl<'rR. 

In pril la t a communicati n wa r · ivcd from the or<lnanc 
offi at v a hin ton . tating that th r wa du to thi. , tate, arm 
t th alu of two hundr d an 1 thirty-fiv mu k t., with the de-
ir that the kind and th d cription h uld b d ignat d. Thi. 

r que t ,Ya complied with and th arm. hav be n rec• ived, and 
di tribut d oraaniz cl military ompani at Dubuqu , Daven
port, and Keokuk with th .·c ption of on bra .. 
whi h r main to b drawn at th nited • tat r. enal in 
Loui , ... Ii ouri.1 25 

Y rn r Jam 1V. rnm ent r 1 u on hi du i at 
th ime of th gr at t in rtia with r 'tar<l t military 
affair an l hi arl. m .. acr contain n m ntion of the 
n i y of a militi . Ir r la d January _Q 1 5, 
h i1if rm th II u th re w·a ' n militar .... 01 O'an-
izati n in tat . Th x cutiY of th tate ha no 
authority und r th law t u e iiher per ua iv or co-
er ff m a ur p in a f in urr ti n r actual 
ho i · n. In hi r port to th n ral mbl .,. 

f - m r 1 m ntion d th fa t in connection 
with a er neral ummary of th cen u tha th r 
th ~ tat 2 2 2 m n ubj ct to militar dut .126 

Th n ral m bly wa Y n m r indiff r n to th 
n d of th militia han wa th v rnor. Tru th 
p ial ion f 1 ~ ma 1 pr i ion f r th di tribution 

of tat arm to volunt r mpanie 127 hu authorizincr 
12G hambaugh' Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of loU'a, ol. 

I, pp. 456-45 . 

120 .._ hambau h' Mes ages and Proclamations of the Got· rnors of Iowa, Vol. 

TI, pp. 25, 94. 

121 Elijah 11 bad be n appointed djutant en ral in January, 1 57. 

Lau:s of lou:a (Extra ion), 1 56, p. 9. 

OL. xvn-24 
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what the Gov rnor had been doin · without definite author
it . But in the main their attitude wa far from eriou . 
Ind ed, the attitud of th neral mbly tm ard mili
tary affair during the half d cad b for th ivil War 
ha be n ju tly charact riz d a triflino-. Th Hou e of 
Repr ntativ of th ixth neral embl wa "the 
c ne f unwont d l vity wh n Thoma Hardi of Dubuque 

in i ted up n a r port from th committ e on military 
affair , followino- an inquir into th di po ition of the 

tate arm . . . The committe wa order d to report 
on aturday ev nino- to th committ of the whol the 
chairman to be cloth d in accordance with ancient u age 
in th armor now in th tat librar . " In th ame pirit 
fun ml frivolity mployin the opportunity for numer

ou pun and jocular thru t at f 11 w member , th com
mitt e on military affair mad the f llowino- r port: 12 

Your ommittee on l\lilitary fiair have had the mo t profound 
of the important and olemn dutie of th ir po ition. They 

hav delayed their r port until thi late hour of the e ion in 
order to fully mature th mom ntou con ideration they have to 
pre ent to your Honorable body. Your committee did not de ir 
to '' go off half-cocked ' on the grave que tion before them; and 
here permit the committ to remark that the report that your com
mittee ha b n half-cocked th r ater part of the time they 
have been in the di charge of their dutie i a libel too gro to 
notice. If th committee ha. b en on a train occa ionally, it ha 
been ·with a heartf lt de ire to t . t the be t y tern of tactic only. 

The ommittee hav made the mo t thoroncrh practi al inve ti
gation in th ir p "·er, of the r lative m rit of 'big gun , little 
gun and pop gun . ' In xperimenting with big aun " they 
lun- taken th ir. p cimen from the floor of thi Hou e, and report 
a the re ult of actual trial that th y will bear consid rable load
ing, and never hana fire." But the objection are that they are 

12 Brigg ' The Enlistment of Iou·a Troops During the tt'il War in THE 

IowA Jotrn .·AL OF HISTORY A.·o POLITIC ·, Yol. xv, pp. 324, 325. 
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too prolonged in the r port, and do little or no execution, rarely 
'hitting the mark. 

In our experim nt with "little gun " w have tak n our peci-
m n from th body that m et in the other nd f thi apitol.-

e 17ive a th r ult tha aid ' gun ' are nerally '' repeater , '' 
and will 'go-off' any po ibl number of tim without re-loading. 

Th y rar ly hit any mark but are found to " a t r' to u h an 
xtent that the x cution i a apt to be upon friend a foe . to 

' pop 17un , your committee found pl nty of p cimen in both 
Hou e . Th y find that thi cla of gun ' g nerally ' ' explode ' 
the fir t fire, and are in very ca e '' too big for their br eches. '
'I'hey r ommend that the manufactur of thi articl be di con
tinued. 

In referenc to the wh reabout of the tate arm upon which 
poin your committ e wa in tru ted to enquire, we rt>p rt that for 
all we know t the ontrary, they are in a . tate of afe pr erva
tion, omewher · where th ommitt e hope they will b permitted 
to remain exc pt on hri tma ew Yea , and th Fourth of 
July, unl r quired to prote t th variou educational fund of 
thi tat . The e arm are r pr . ented to your committee to be of 
the late t and mo t improved pat nt warrant to kill or cripple 
in no ca whatever. Bu th committee, after a full an inve ti
gation and trial a th y could po ibly make give their emphatic 
preferenc to arm of an old patent, aid to have been taken out 
by, or out of eneral Adam by which that renowned warrior wa 
him. lf ub equently onquered and which, from hi. day to our , 
ha e held mankind captive. mean the arm of "-oman ! 

We therefore r comm nd th arm of the girl of Iowa, a he 
mo. t a:ffe tionate weapon to protect the peace of the • tat and 
promote it happine . , rowth and po terity · and w ugge t tha 
all di . enter from thi opinion be cond mned to rve in thi Leg
i lature every u ce din ion hereafter, at one dollar per day, 
after the .fi t fifty day . 

R (Yarding it a part of their duty to report an efficient y tern 
of organization for the militia of the state, the committee ubmit 
the following re olution : 

Resolved, That the fighting population of the State b enrolled 
a follow : 
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11 p r on under on year of acre, a infant-ry. 
ll per on nga d in lobbying to thi Lecri latur a apper 

and miner. 
11 p r on di p d to rid a high hor a dragoon . 

All pe on who have xpr d or conceived th id a that thi 
L <> cri. ]ature i not the mo t indu triou , the mo t ec nomical the 
mo t ord rly, grav an 1 profound bo ]y, ev r a em bled in thi 
Hou. hall n titut a ' forlorn b p , ' their a e b ing hopele~ . 

That hi Exe llency th overnor, b ommi ion d a Prot ctor 
of hi . people, and univer al opener of water our e . 

That th Tru te of th tate niv r. ity the officer of th De. 
-:\f oin RiYer impr v ment, and th uperintend nt of Publi In-
trnction, b c mmi . ion d a commi arie and keep rs of the 

military che t. 
7th. That th memb r from Bun omb b commi ioned a 

leader of th Bord r Ruffian Divi. ion of the rmy of b ervation. 
th. That the m mb r from layton, be commi ioned ru en-

ral-in- hi f of the erman llie with in tru tion not to mi -
take hi. friends for hi. fo . 

. th. That th member from 1u catin b commi ioned a Gen
ral-in- hief of that wing of the army who. e po ition i '' loud-y'' 

an l who, though not n utral , are not c rtain what ground they 
oc up;v. 

10th. That every oth r member of thi Hou e be ommi ioned 
a id to Hi Ex llency, with the rank of :Major, and hall on all 
revi w day. a_ p<>ar equipped a th law :lir t ·, ,Yith a b tter half, 

nd . Yeral littl re pon ibiliti . ·- Provid d, The ov rnor be 
xempt d from the la t nam d requirement. 

R olu d, That thi c mmitte be now 'di charged." 

D 

ize 1. 
ut a 

THOMA l\L BOWE 

hairman. 120 

lack f int on th part f th au horiti 
volunt r ani . continu d t be or an-

. militar. mpani a far 
l lay counti . n 1 5 

nin ty-tw c p1 y t em, of Tactic had b n 
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r 
Tha th re wa ' 
and hat th 

of compani throu ·hout th tat . 
for militia ompani of om kind 
f h n ral 1 in th mat-

t r wa littl f criminal car 1 n wa cl arly 
prOY n b t f 1 57. 

It wa in h colcl m nth f larch, 1 , hat Inkpadnta 
and hi band of 10ux ruck f ar int th h art 

f pion r in n rthw wa in what i kno, n in Iowa 
hi t ry a th pirit Lak acr . H u w r burn <l, 
her<l lriv n ff u1 pli pilf 'r tl, a thir -tw 

murd 1 in th r 0 ion ar un 1 ak and th 
.. in thi arnival f munl 1 r . Th tor T of th 

r li f xp di · 1p of wa t> ltl r ar und rt 
and \ r ma w 11 b inclu led in a hi tory 

f I owa militia inc in fact it wa orcraniz l a militia 
un 1 r auth rit fr m th rn r anl con titu d th 
onl r al militia in th at th time.1 30 

Wh n new of th ma acr r ach cl It rt d on at-
urda e nino- I arch w n y-fir , a m tino- wa call d 
for the n xt aft rnoon t cl cid n m a ure t b tak n. 

h n th me tino- conY n cl practicall r very abl -bodi d 
man in F ort odo- and icini wa pr nt. 1ajor il
liam illiam who pr id d a chairman r ad th com
mi ion o-ranted him by th ov rnor in 1 5 ' empow rino
him in an m ro- ncy that might ari to take uch action 
a eem d b t in the lio-ht of exi tin circum tance . ' 
The meeting r olv d that at 1 a t tw companie of Yol
unteer hould b call cl for and en to the lake ''tor cue 
the living, bur th d ad and if po ible ov rtake and pun
i h the p rpetrator of th ma acr . '' 1 3 1 

t the Fort Dodg m ting n arly i 0 ·ht m n volunt ered 

1 30 The fact of the pirit L ake ~a acre are taken from Teakle s The ptrit 
Lake Massacre. 

131 Teakle 's The Spirit Lake Ma sacre, pp. 162, 163. 
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at n to join th pr po d ·pedition. Ther wa the 
am r pon e at "\'\ b r ity whither n w had be n 

carri by m no· r fr m Fort Dodo· . II r t o volun
t r w r called f r, an 1 l ? nin 'clo k on the m rning 

f the tw nty-third, tw nty- icrht m n hacl b n . 1 ct d 
to und rtake th .·p lition. Provi ion an 1 uppli 
o-ath r 1 in fr m Y ry availabl ource, an 1 th ompany 
ct ut f r ort D clo- wh r th arriv d la in th n-

incr of th tw nty-third. .1. t thi pla offic r for h "\\ b-
mpany w r ho n b ballot. . J hn on 

wa mad aptain John fax.w 11 ir t Li utenant, 
rank R. fa on con l i ut nant Harri II r-

0· ant ancl .... \... .... wton Hathaway orporal. Th mpan. 
wa 1 i 0 ·nated ompany 

In th rn antime c mpam had b en organiz d at 
F rt harl i hard wh had ec-

, f th fir t ral tin wa am 
11pany \. and .J hn . Dun ombe wa h hea 1 
any B. aptain Richard at one 

.1. • rat Fir t Li ut nant of y L. K. 
"\'\ n 1 t a l\,f a o 1 · while 

ptain Dun t1 Jam Linn t nt 
ith E. con 1 Li ut nan n 

a • 1 rgeant an l Th ma alla an a of 
pany B.1:i 2 

Th . comp ni w ::.- orcraniz <l and quipp d by vol
untary contribu ion . 'Th quipm nt f arm vari d 
fr m th w r c nclition d h t un to . om of th fine t 
typ f • harp rifle t be found on th fron ti r. After 
b ino- organiz d a parat uni th thr compani 
unit cl to f rm a battalion and ' 1ajor "\Yilliam "\Yilliam 
th nly p r on wh ha 1 ha 1 military xp ri nc and who 

1 • Teakle'· The pir1t Lal.e Mas acre, pp. 165, 166; Roster and Record of 
Iou·a , oldiers in the War of the Rebellion, , ol. YI, pp. 922, 923. 
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v rn r rim t a t in u h an 
m ro- n T wa ch n t mmand th ba tali n thu 

at It numb r 1 at h tim fl avino- F rt 
a total f nin ty- n ffic r and · m n. 

Th f th l no- trip acr oun r , hr uo-h th 
drift d th m Hiner lu. h and th blizzard f th 

p n vhich r v al full th incl mitabl 
pirit f th a p1 . Imo t in urm untabl 

diffi ulti v r m )T aft r 1a: f cold and .T-
hau tion w arily by. ,Yh n it wa 1 arn d th~ t 
th In lian ft unir:T a burial <1 tail wa nt 
ah al an l th m in b ly tart cl n th r turn trip. Th 
burial tail aft r ompl tin · it w rk al: turn cl ba k. 
I wa n th r turn trip tha th O'r at t uff rim~. c -
urr d: th b am livid d blizz rd rt k 

th m and it a mira 1 that all lid n t p ri: h 
on th rain . 1 wa all r turn d h m af 1 xc pt 

aptain John hn n and ri at ,Yilliam . Burk-
hold r of h burial l tail wh b ca . hau t d on th 
r urn rip an l w r t d ath. 

at r ar hav on th art f ' tat and 
n tion t comp n at b f th r Ii f xp dition 
and m morial hav b n r t l whi hp rp uat th t ry 
of their brav ry an l uff rino-. n \pril 9 1 l' a law We 

a prov <l which d clar <l that ' on an l aft r th pa . aO' 
f thi act th ur 1vor f th piri Lak R li f pedi-

ti n of 1 57 . . hall r c iv a m nthl. p n ion of 
20.00 p r mon h durino- th lif tim of ach uch ur

vivor. '' 
or , a thi xp dition th onl on planned. the 

n w of the dir v n in i kin on ounty pr ad throuo-h 
h tate' , ay on writ r "att mpt w r mad at v
ra1 place to or aniz militar ompani to o-o at once 

1.1:1 Tt•akle '::1 The pirit Lake Massacre, p. 16<. 
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and lend aid toward pur uino- th r er ant Indian and 
r cuing the captive . o r cord of the e inchoate oro-an
zation have be n pr erv d . . . . but tradition up
plie u with a few detail of on that had a hort exi tence 
at a fotte, in th north rn part of Jack on ounty . . 

John Hodg a farm r li, ino- n ar th littl villao- of 
La fotte, called for volunt r of mount 1 men a oon 
a th dr ad fact b cam known, an 1 about tw nty nr lled 
th ir name and m t v ral tim for drill b for it -wa 
1 arn d that th Gov rn r had n power to rai and equip 
a military force. Hod · wa luly r co niz d a aptain 
of th littl compan ' and r ok a h rb who had n 
ervice in the R o-ular ~rmy conduct d th drill . 134 

It wa in 1 57 that then w tate on titution wa drawn 
up in conv ntion and ratifi d by the peopl . Th pro i
ion with re 0 ·ard to th militia r main d id nticall the 
am a tho e of the n titution of 1 46. Ind d, th re 
em to have been littl di u ion on th ubj ct in the 
nv ntion. 
In J anuar 1 5 , th ev nth Gen ral mbl con-

y n d at D :Moine . In the very fir t da · of the e 10n, 
J Bowen of J hn on ount wa appoint d djutant 
G n ral. H r tain cl th £fie down to the tim of the 

ivil ,Var. Yernor nm in hi me a 0 ·e r view d 
th tatu of th militia in th ta e and made the follow-
incr r comm n lati n : 

Th r ar now veral indep ndent military compani m the 
tat to whom tat arm hav been ii tributed. ::\Iany f the com

pani . arc uniforme , fully cquipp d, and w- 11 di iplined. Yet, 
ther i 1 o law of th tatc un 1 r whi h th y ar oraaniz d or that 
would tri •tly authorize tb Executiv authority to call them into 
th field in ca c r quiring th ir ervi e . 

'l'hc xperi nee of the pa t year ha demon trated the nece ity 
1 1 Lau· of Iowa, 1913, p. 362; Roster and Record of loll'a olcliers in the 

War of the Rebellion, Vol. YI, pp. 941, 942. 
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for ome military organization in the tate, and I ther for com
mend the ubj ct to your con ideration.13 5 

Go ernor rim al o reviewed the incident r lativ to 
the pirit Lak fa acr and the reli f p dition. H e 
urg d a m morial to ongre a king for compen ation, 

uo- 0 • ted th ne d for ome form of immedia payment, 
and m ntion d th obligation of the ta e for ome public 
recognition f th "noble gallantr and untim ly ath of 

e r . John on and Burkhold r. '' The Governor wa no 
apprehen ive of an furth r troubl but announc d that h 
had e tabli hed a d pot for arm and ammunition at Fort 
Dodcre, and had procur d a cannon, mu k t , and ammuni
tion for another depot in Dickin on ount . 

In hi inaugural addr to the am i n ov rnor 
Ralph P . Lowe mad mention of the fact that "th new 

on titution contemplate important legi lation upon our 
. militia t m",136 but he pre ented no peci:fic 

recomm ndation . or did th neral \. embly a thi 
time enact any n ral militar Th . pa l 
one act makincr pro i ion for a t n lin o- rm ·" 137- 1 -
i lation which r eall o-r w out of th India n troubl in the 
northwe t . larm a to dano-er from ho tile Indian con
tinued throu h 1 57; and arly in 1 5 there wa a little 
kirmi h in la ount , in which one or two per on w re 
lightly injured. It a decid d to p tition the 1 o-i lature, 

then in e ion, for a i tanc of om kind. '' . Car
penter repre nted the di trict. He took hold of the mat
ter in arne t, and, in the hortest time po ible, a bill was 

1 35 hambaugh ' Messages and, Proclamations of the Governors of I owa, Val. 

TI,p. 52. 

1 36 hambaugh ' Messages and, Proclamations of the Governors of I owa, Vol. 

II, pp. 59, 125. 

137 The title given to chapter ten of the La Ifs of Iou;a, 1 5 , is '' tanding 

Army ". 



I J R POLITICS 

pa d pr vi liner for the rai incr f a company f volun-
t r. f r h d f n. f h n rihw t rn frontier. 1., 

Th act a l and appr v d on bruary 9 1 5 , 
pr vicl d that tl v rn r b and h i h r b. autl10r-
iz d and mp w 1 r d t rai. e arm and quip on ompany 

f 1 unt l , Tolunt r. t n i t f n 1 than thirty 
n r mor than 11 hunclr 1 m n wh n v r h hall de m 

th ary f r th pr t tion f our frontier . '' 
b I t d by h c mpan but could be 

rem v c1 by th \. pa ch dul wa included 
whi h T pn f r y-fi d llar a month the non-
e mmi d a mmi i 11 d lli r b in!s 1 aid lik wi 

n a o-racluat cl u1 t v nty 1 llar f r th aptain. 
f the mpany paicl th ir wn xp Th 

a t wa' rath r l ngthy, maki o- nll p · · 1 f r th 
rganizati n an 1 ncluct f th mpany. 13n 

n l r thi a t a ompan~· f th I , a r nti r uard 
kn wu a ' aptain II. . fartin mpany f r th D -
f 11 f th rthw t rn n t r w niz d. It 
wa r i d prin ipally in 1I milton and c unti 
with a f w r rnit from th lak r crion. Thi ompan 
arriv d up n th fr nti r b ut h la t of F bruar. or 
fir f far,..h and wa 1ivid l in thr quad ; aptain 
:.Martin with th main quad rnakino- hi h adquart r at 
th lcl f rt at ~ pirit ak · Li ut nant hurch with ne 
qua(1, at t r n an 1 Li ut nant J w tt wi. h th re-

mannng n , at 1 mm tt. Thi. for , a k pt n dut 
until ah nt th fir t f ,July wh n th w r ord r d off 
but n t di ban 1 d. In th fall f 1 ,.. . . . th w r 

acram rn an 1 k pt n duty al no- th 
fronti r until th f 11 winer princr wh n th y w r di -

is Roster and Record of Iou·a oldi rs in the War of tlte Rebellion, ol. I, 
p. 93 . 

1ao Laws of Iowa, 1 5 , pp. 10-14. 
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charged.'' 140 One of the original pay rolls of this com
pan li t forty-fl e commi ion d officers and nlisted men. 
In 1 58, too, there were rumor of a military expedition to 

tah for which veral Iowa compam offered their 
ervice .141 

There a con iderable acti it among the social-military 
companie of the tate during 1 5 and 1 59. In some 
localitie they were organizing and in others th y ere 
di banding. In Burlington in 5 , there were companies 
enough to form a battalion, and thi organization , a f
f cted on June 23rd.142 In Iowa ity in ptember, 1 58, 
h re wa a de ire for a" r al military organization". The 

Iowa Cit DraO'oon were orO"anizing at thi time, and were 
uniforming th m elve . nif orm for privat cost $66.10, 
and that for officer $ 2. 5. 

Many of the companies at thi time were oro-anizing on 
nationality line . There were German companie Iri h 
companie , and perhap oth r . The Iowa City Washing
ton Guard were forced to di band becau e of a factional 
plit cau ed by the efforts of Captain Earle to as i t the 

"Irish & Dutch" artillery companies to organize.143 Alex-
140 Roster and Record of I c,wa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. VI, 

pp. 93 , 939. 
u1 Charles B. Richards was Commissary General at this time by special action 

of the executive authority. Go ernor Lowe wrote in explanation to the State 
Auditor that while '' chapter t en of the acts of last Session does not expressly 
provide for the employment of such an agent as Col. Richards, yet it was abso
lutely necessary that some one should perform the duties which he did per
form, and under sections and 13 of said act, I felt myself authorized to 
employ and pay him for said services.''- Iowa Legislative Documents, 1 60, 
p. 96; Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. 
VI, pp. 939-941. See letter from F. Brydolf, Captain of the Burlington Blues, 
to Governor Lowe, dated April 21, 185 , in the Archives Division, Historical 

Department, Des Moines. 
142 From a document in the Archives Division, Historical Department, Des 

Moines. 
us Letter from John Bullock to Governor Lowe, dated September 17, 1 58, 

in the Archives Division, Historical Department, Des Moines. 
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ander Lynch resigned in 1 58 a Captain of the Keokuk 
Emmitt Guard , becau e he had not time to drill, and be
cau e he was '' of th opinion that it would be better for 
the inter st of the Company to have an Irishman to com
mand you.'' 144 The Captain of th Davenport Rifle wrot 
to the Governor on December 11, 1 5 , tating a piteou 
ca . In Davenport ther was to be a big military ball and 
the Davenport Rifle w re to parade that day. everal of 
the member a erted they could not afford the parade, 
and it had to be called off. Th Captain a ked the Gov
ernor if he hould re io·n.145 

In 1 5 th General A embly was a little more heedful 
of militia interests than former legi lature had been. In 
this se , ion the Hou e military committ e asked the Gov-
rnor for advice in their difficulties.1-.1 6 Indeed, the Hou e 

of Repre entative pa ed a r olution a kino- Governor 
Lowe for information a to the location and condition of 
th public arm . Thi uncov red a defective sy tern of 
record . The Governor repli d that he had cau ed uch 
r ecord a w re availabl to be e 'amined, '' without being 
able to obtain that ompl te information you d ire. The e 
records and document con i t only in the bond filed in the 
office of ecretar of tate by the independ nt military 
companie ; but a in om in tance companie received 
no arm after depo iting their bond the e are not con
clu ive evidence even of the numb r and de cription of 
arm i ued to aid compani I am informed b th 

ommi al'y en eral, that th r i a con iderable quantity 
of militar tore at Ft. Dodo· , a t which place th y were 

14
4 F rom original document in the rchives Divi ion, H i t orical Depar tment, 

De Moines. 
145 Letter to Governor Lowe, dated December 11, 1 5 , in the Archives Divi

sion, Historical Department, De Moine . 
146 Letter from J . H . Wallace to Governor Lowe, dated March 1, 1 5 , in 

the rchives Divi ion Hi torical Departmen , De Moine . 
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depo ited b djutant Gen ral, durinO' the I ndian 
trouble in th orthw t, in th prinO' of 1 56. I have 
no information a to th pr ci char act r of thes tor , 
but have b n a ur d that h ha be n kept in good con-
1i ion ince th ir d po it at that point. It i proper to 
a. in thi conn ction that the djutant eneral r id s 

awa. from the capitol''. Th djutant General, too, at 
thi time eem to hav b n more int r ted in hi work. 
llfr. Bow n complain d in farch, 1 5 , that h had not yet 
receiv d any r cord fr m hi predece sor.147 

Down to the Yer v of th ivil "Tar we .find the Gov-
rnor of the tat uro-ino- upon the neral s mbly the 

nece it of militia oro-anization. In hi m ag to the 
Eio-hth ener al mbl , on J anuar 9 1 60, Go ernor 
Ralph P. L ow r f rr d to the ubj ct in the followin°· 
word : 

The quota of arm drawn by each tate i in proportion to it 
repre entation in ongre . Thi provi ion of law operates to the 
di advantag of the new tate who e population u ually i much 
in advance of uch repre entation. Thu far our upply ha b en 
wholly inadequate to the deman . chivalrous spirit pervade 
the mind of our young m n, and many highly creditable companie 
have been organized in the tate although we have had no military 
law the enactment of which hould now engage your eriou at
tention. 

The reception, cu tody, and di tribution of the public arm , 
coupled with the large corre pondence that nece arily grow out of 
it, make thi branch of the public servi e both burthensome and 
expen ive to ome extent, which hould be provided for by law. 
The dutie connected therewith have been for the la t two yea 
very efficiently and promptly performed by the present djutant 

147 Letter from djutant General Bowen to Governor Lowe, dated March 6, 
1 5 , in the Archives Division, Historical Department, Des Moines.- ham
baugh s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. II, pp. 

201, 202. 
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eneral of the tate, Gen. J e e Bow n who e com pen ation ha 
borne no proportion to hi official obligation and labors.148 

Thi n ral '\. mul appropriated five hundred dollar 
for an '' Arm of Pr t ction to on i t f a comp an of 
minut m n in numb r not x e dino- twelve", four of 
whom ' may b mplo d a an acti polic for uch time, 
and t p rf rm uch a may b d mand d of th m , 
for th 'purpo f prot tin°· th citiz n of the north
w tctrn p rtion of th tat and nablin th m to defend 
th m elv ao-aiu t th thr at n d d pr dation of maraud-
ino- band f ho til Indian ".149 

ln a 1 tter writ n arl in Iarch 1 60 Go ernor Kirk-
wood auth riz d oro- "'\ . bour au to oro-aniz th 
"minute men ' and ·a e him in truction a to th ir nli t
m<'nt, quipm nt, and duti . The rvice of thi company 
nm ·t hav b n r hort, if it wa r 0·anized at all, for 
th tat uditor r port for the biennium ndino- ov m
b r , 1 61, h w onl 4.7 paid to th ' rm of pro-
tection f r rth 

T tra th I wa militia thr uo-h th p riod of th ivil 
"\"'\ ar i a p rpl xin ta k. h r a throuo-hout tlii 
p riod a w 11- l fin <l tat militia bu it i om ,, hat dif
ficult to liff r ntiate b tw n th tat and ed ral troop . 
E p i, 11 in th d partm nt f th djutant eneral 
th r wa la k of · r utiati n: the \.djutant n ral 
,ya in har 0 • fall wa tro p and hi duti w r divid d 

n th m n 1 li r who w r from Iowa and th 
1 tat militia. 

u hambaugh 's I ssagcs and P roclamations of t he Gow:rnors of Io u·a, Vol. 
II, p. 170. 

uo Laws of Iowa, 1 60, pp. 142, 143. 

no Report of the Auditor of talc, 1 61, p. 10, i n Io wa L egislat ive Docu
men s, 1 61-1 62; Executit'c J ournal of Iowa, 1 5 - 1 62 pp. 2 1- 2 3, in the 
Archfr Dhi ion, Ili t orical D partm nt, De :Moin s. 
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Ind d, a ha b n aid, the offic of djutant General 
wa not d finit l er ated b la until 1 61, althouo-h th re 
had b n uch an ffic for ten , ar . From 1 61 on 

r print d r port f r th djutant en ral ' office. 
Too much credit can not be o-i athaniel B. B k r a 

djutant G n ral durin th ar and for t n ar 
th r after. Hi untirin o- work and p r i t nc made po -
ibl complete r cord of I wa oldi r . Ind d, Iowa is 

one of the er f w tate with uch r cord The stor 
of th I wa militia from 61 to 1 76 i he tor of a
thaniel B. Bak r. 

t the outbr ak f the ivil ar and th call upon Iowa, 
pril 16 1 61 f r ' one r 1m nt of militia f r immediat 
rvic ", th r wa no or 0 ·aniz d activ militia iu the tate. 

Ther wer man volunte r ocial-military c mpani , and 
th e r adil p nd d t the call. I ndeed, th arly r eo--
iment w r mad up of th compam uch 
companie , of d to be tat militia in any en 
upon b ino- mu t r dint he ervic of he F deral o-ov rn
m nt. 151 The true tate militia of thi p riod con i ted 
almo t wholl of what w r . known a the r th rn Bord r 
Brio-ad and th outh rn Bord r Brigade - the on a 

1s1 This pr inciple wa not univ r ally accepted at the time of the Civil War. 
It wa claimed by om that the troop rai ed for nited tates service re
main d tate militia and hould be organized according to tate law. ov
ernor K irkwood wa not cone rned with thi technicality. Laws of Congr 
and War D partment order call d for commi ion d company and field offic rs 
to be appointed by the Governor of the tate furni bing troop . In many 
in tance t he GoYernor authorized company lection , and then appointed the 
men o elect d. In reply to rtain inquirie of the Hou e of Repre entative , 
Governor Kirkwood r marked: '' Our young men ha Ye promptly volunteer d to 
fill up the regim nt alled for under th e laws; thu consenting to the officer
ing of t h r giment in the manner therein provided. 'rhey have appeared to be 
le anxiou in regard to the manner in which their officer should be ap

pointed than to have the privilege of serving their country in it need.''-
hambaugh' Messages and Proclamat ions of the Go ternvrs of Iowa, Vol. II, 

pp. 42 31. 



fronti r o-uard ao-ain t Indian th oth r a protection 
a o-ain t fi ouri ce ioni t . 

GOY rnor amu 1 J. Kirkwood all d th neral 
mbly int pecial e i n on fay 16, 1 61 to nact mer

o-enc 1 o-i lation. Ile d clar l th re were two obj ct 
which in your d lib ra ti n you hould k p teadily in 
Yiew and which I r commend to your eriou con idera
tion - th protection of our tat ao-ain t inva ion and the 
pr mpt upply to the n ral ov rnm nt of any further 
aid it ma r quir . 

" ur tate", h d clar d ' i 
xpo l t attack on two id 

bord r , on th uth by r ckl 
the "'\\ t by Indian . '' rnz 

upp d by many to be 
ur ou thern and , tern 

m n from fi ouri; on 

Th majorit of th tw nty-f ur act pa el by thi hor 
e ion r lat d to militar matt r . ifo t of th m had to 

l 1Yith troop mu t r d into F l ral rYic r related to 
th ir f amili and d p nd nt . Two a t , hm ever dealt 
with th Lat militia. n wa a o- n ral ta ut to amend 
the filitia Law of th tat of Iowa , and mad ·en ral 
provi ion for th ~ i ten f a tat militia. By thi act 
th militia of th tate wa to be diYi l d int two la c 
"th fir t to b call d th Volunt r, and th cond th 
R rve J.1ilitia.' Th 'Yolunt r militia wa to 'con-
i t only of tho who Y luntarily oro-aniz th m lv into 

companie of not 1 than forty pri at and non-commi -
ion d offic r , nor mor than one hundred privat and 

non- ommi ·ion d fficer and wh hall be uniform d, and 
hall lect ffi r , and a mbl th m el e for drill and 

purpo of military di ciplin not 1 than five nor more 
than t n day in a h y ar and wh hall b furni h d, ith 
arm and quipm nt b~ th tat and th fir t ubj ct to 

1 5 2 hambaugh ' Mes ages and Proclamat ions of the Governors of Iou•a, Vol. 
I , p. 259. 
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call or draft into r ic at the requi ition of the Gover
nor.'' The re rv militia wa to '' consi t f tho e who 
do not oro-anize th m 1 into companie a afore aid, 
but hall be ubject to draft, or to be called in~ o r ic . 'n-3 

Thi act authoriz d further detail d organization by th 
o ernor whenever n c ary. R o-ulation \\' r includ d 

for commi ion , return mu t r , and puni hm nt . Th 
m mber of the " lunt r" militia , r to rv for i~' 

ear . By thi act f 1a 2 , 1 61 the ov rnor wa m
pow r d to appoint a hi taff "on djutant eneral, 
who hall al o p rform the dutie of n p ctor en ral, 
with the rank of olonel of avalry, one uartermaster 

n ral (who hall al p rform th dutie of omm1 ar 
n ral) with th rank of Lieutenant olon 1 of 'avalr , 

on Payma ter G n ral with the rank of Li.eutenant olon 1 
of avalr and on urg on General with the rank of 
Major of avalr r, and he may al o appoint f ur aid -d -
camp with th rank of Li ut nant olon 1 of avalry and 
on Militar er tar with the rank of Li utenant of In
fantr . " The followino- day an act "furth r to reo-ulat 
the taff of th ommand r-in- hi f" , a pa eel, author
izing four additional or p cial aid -de-camp and provid
in that the djutant neral and Quarterma t r neral 
'' hall b ntitl d to ihe full pay of their r pective rank 

urino- the tim any roop ma be in th a tual rvic 
of hi tat to b paid durino- th tim ai 1 offic r ar 
in actual ervic nly. ' t o h r time th alarie of 
the e officer w r r pectivel~ , 300 and $200 per 
annum.u; 4 

t thi pecial . ion till another aci wa pa d pro
vidin for ' th oro-anization equipm nt an 1 ub i tenc 
of the 1:ilitia-m n f th tate of Iowa.'' H r in it wa 

JG3 La1t·s of lo1/'a (Extra , s ion), 1 61, p. 21. 

,r.1 Lau·s of Io11a ( E tra , r ion), 1 61, pp. 22, 23 30. 
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nact d that for the b tt r prot cti n f th expo d bor-
d r of thi tat to re i t marau li arti of Indian 
and oth r ho til on , t r p 1 in n and to r nder 
prompt and ffici nt a i tanc to t nited tate , th 

overuor b , and i h r by auth riz d an<l mpow ·eel to 
oro-aniz two R 0 ·ini nt f Infantry ne Battalion of not 
1 than thr ompanie f rtill ry, and on quaclron 
of not 1 than £iv mpamc f a,·alry, and on R g
im nt of fount cl Rill em n for th erv1 f the 1tate '. 1;; 

\.ppareutly thi, act ,,·a int 11 l d to er ate a r en·oir 
from which troop ' could b furni h cl to th nitecl tat 
a th mio-ht b r quir 1, for it wa made th duty of th 

overnor to fill all r qui ition mad by the Tnited tat 
up n thi tat from th Infantry h r in provill d, a far 
a practicabl · an 1 hould th numb r of 0 ·iment or 

ompani abov m ntion d be fr m any cau r duced, 
or hould th y b mu t r l int th r\'l of th nit d 

tate th ov rnor i her hy authorized and mp were 1 
to rai and quip u h ac1l1iti nal numb r of tro p a he 
ma d em 'P cli ut and n anT in mann r an l form a 
pr crib din thi \ t until th number hall b qual to the 
whol number of tr p in thi act ab v pro,·id cl. 156 

Th \djutant n ral in hi r p rt for th y ar 1 61 
tat c.1 that th r ha<l been organiz 1 1urin°· th y ar one 

reo-im ni ,ntiil d th '1 t I 0 ·iment of th ,Y t rn Di
vi ion of the owa \ ohmtccr ~lilitin' with , ...,. m 11. Thi ' 
rc 0 ·im nt w ·nt to th , upport of Fnioni . i11 n rth n1 

Mi. ouri thre timr · dnrin° the . mnm 'l' f 1 "Gl. '11 her 
w re al 1 artial org·,rnizatiom, of 1· g;imcn . in Fremont, 

1ac1i. on, and ~fills onntic . That u h organization ,,ere 
not lo ked np n with favor h)· th .... \djutant en ral i vi
dent from th foll \Ying· comment: 

Jr.a I ou-s of Io wa ( Extr:i. c " ion ) , 1 61, pp. 27 , ~ . 

iuo La irs of Io 1rn (Extra e sion ) , 1 61, p. 29. 



HI T RI L R \ Y O :\IILIT I I I W 9 

I mi ht mak r f rence to partial orO'anization of other r gi
m nt and to many ompani whi h are organized throughout th 

tate, in favor of which I ould a mu h but b li ving a I d 
that tho orO'anizati n and all oth r of our Yolunt er ::\Iilitia 
can never proY ffi i nt r rviceabl , unl . . the whole 'tate i 

rO'aniz d int briO'ad , and divi i 11 >, I hav furth r 
r commendati n t mak upon that ubj et. 

It i my opinion that th neral mbly of th tate . houl 
imm diat 1 a ' iO'n thr ·om1ti whi h hould •on. titnt R O'iment 
Brigad and Divi ion and until it i clou I beli ve that all 
further attempt at :\Iilitia orO'anization in thi tate will prov a 
failur or produ<>e confu. ion. The r pr ·entatiY of the pc>ople 
u h to be th b t judO' of the manner in which th e di tri t 
h uld be con titut d. 

From the xp ri nc whi h I hav had in thi. d partm nt I 
d m it m dut ' t re omm nd tha the s, mbly amend 
th :\Iilitia Law o a to authorize the ov r or of the tate, ,Then-
ev r in hi opinion th that h hall have pow r 
to appoint an i tant ljutant eneral or . i tan djutan 

n ral v,ith u h rank and om pen ation a. will nable th i de-
partm nt to command th f om of th abl t men in th e 

tate. 
in e the middl of t. la t I hav had th aid of Lieut. ol. 

J. ulbert on a 
m nt and ind triou 

i djutant Gen ral. Hi sound ju<lO'
ffort have b en of the mo t valuable a. -

i. tanc to me. During the time I hav be n organizinO' troop for 
th field I have had the mo t activ and en r eti a. i tanc of 
your taff. 

I would make furth r recommendation in relation to the orO'alJ
ization of our iiilitia but tru tin that the ongrc. no\\ in 

provi. ion of th n. titution of the Tuite 1 
'ta e authorizin it to provide for organizing, arminO', and di -

ciplining the :\Iilitia, ancl for governin uch part of them a ma:v 
b mployed in th rvi •e of the nited • 'tate , r erving to the 

tat re pectively the appointment of th officer:, and the author
ity of traininO' th l\Iilitia according t th di. <'ipline pre ·rib cl by 

ongre ' I deem it only nee ar for the LeO'i lature to make 
the amendment to the militia law, which I have before ugO'e tecl, 
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by all -wino· him a ontincr nt fund for hi trav liner ex-
p n e. an in f hi nlary.' iGo 

irkw od al o a k cl that c rtain re id nt of 
tbc b xempt c1 fr m militar~T rv1c . · There are 

tat " h ail m r li 0 ·iou bodi . who nter-
tain p culiar -vi " . upon th uhj ct of bcari1w arm. and 
who e r li 0 ·iou pun n n . ci nti u. ly nt rtainec1, pre-
lu 1 th ir . o loincr. Th ir m mber. ar o- nerally among· 
ur mo t qui t on.1 rl)· inclu tri u and p a eful itiz n , 

an 1 th ir ym a hi ar wh lly "·iih th Y rum nt in 
thi tru 0 ·gl now o· in · on for it pr erYation, yet th y 
ann t c n ci ntiou ly b ar arm in it upport. It ap-

p ar t m it would b unju i anc1 wholl)T u. 1 .. to fore 
. u 11 m n int th army a ldi r , an 1 et it w uld no 
b ju t t th Y rnment r t oth r citizen that th y 
h ul 11 wholly r li Y d fr m th 1mrc1 n that th r haYe 

t b ar. I . u ·ge t th r f re that th . p r n who can
not n ci nti u ly r nd r military luty b x mpt l 
thcr from in a . f draft up n th paym nt fa fix cl um 
of mon y to be pai 1 to th tat . 

Durin°· th umm r of 1 -van u rumor 
f 1nc1ian attack. nth northw fronti r. ri h :roY rnor 

r p rt d that h ha 1 immediat ly nt , hu.·ler R. Ingham 
f i\f in , to tha r o-i n, with arm and ammum-

ti n, and 'full auth rity t a t a ir um tan . mi()'ht 
r quir . ' ' 162 

, till an th r o- n "ral militia law am n fat 
alrea 1y enact cl ·wa pa . cl at h p cial 

ry f tho. 
n of 1 

mo hamhaugh 's Mes ages a11d Proclamations of the Gor rnor of Jou-a, Vol. 
II, pp. 311, 312, 313. 

161 hambaugh' · Jfes aqes a11d Proclamatio11s of the GoL•emor of Iou·a, V I. 
II, pp. 316 317. 

JflZ, hambaugh' JI , a_q, a11d Proclamat ions of the Gorernor of Iou·a, Vol. 
II, p. 317. 
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provid d tha th o rn r of th tat of Iowa, be and 
h i h r b T authoriz d an 1 r quir d t rai a olunt er 
f re in h ta of wa fr m th ounti mo t con-

ni n to th ... rth-,Y t rn bor 1 r f aid ta of not 
1 than fiv cl m n . . . to b tation d 
at vari u p int in th h ,Y tern counti . . . . 
f r th p ti ha p r · f th ta from ho tile 
Indian at th arli · 1 nt. . . . aid force 

r mu h th r f ov rnor hall d em xpedient, 
h 11 b h 1 l in y d em it ar · 

an l lurino- tha tim th p r Tolunt rin hall be 
.· mpt fr m draft. 166 Thi a wa twic am nded dur-

ino- th am nc 1p w r th ov rnor o 
fnrni h arm and u · in i a 1 of r quirino-
th v luni r it a11<.1 a 0 ·ain t ·t cl ar hat thi 
for n d b rai d nly wh n th rnor d m d it 
n ry.101 

it provi i n th ., Y rn r wa al 'auth riz d 
an 1 r · 1 t rai c r f r in th ta f I wa 
fr unty f and a h of th lil 

rn ti r f of 
1i ouri n t l ia 1pany f mount d m n 

f r th p ti n f t 
act provj l 1 f r f ur battar 
tinu 1 in rvi a. long a th 

ar~T and <lurino- ihi tim th 
draft. 16 

\Im on a. th law wa 
acti n, vern r Kirkw d to 

orth rn B r 1 r rigade. n 

·n bord r. '' 16 Th 
th w r t on-

r hould d m n c
d b mpt from 

1 au horizino- th 
t p t r amz th 

mb r L., 1 6:.. n-
1

00 Lall's of Io1ca (Extra, e sion), 1 62, pp. 1, 2. 
1

0
7 La1cs of lotca (J<;xtra , C' ion) 1 6J, pp. 5, 16. 

1t1 Laws of Io1ca (Extra, ion), 1 62 p. 14. 
1

0 La1cs of Iowa (Extra --ion), l 62, pp. 14, 15. 
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ral rd r 
T 1 ... 0. w· 

am lcl h · a 
on a Ill n on 

1 u cl 
cl- n 

r ort 

• IILITIA L I \Y \ 101 

, nnoun in()' that fiv 
l, rai. d at ,'i 11 • 

ancl r 
1 y ncl a fifth to h ma,l u th omr any air ad~· 
a ion c1 t 1hai11 and rvill<'. Li u nan 

olon I w· h cl o hav omman l of th ntir 
fore . Th · u 1 n f th ord r wa to •. 

R. Jn,rharn, who oon had th ompam • mu tePd in and 
locut •cl. 11 company wa tation cl a .Jhain Lak1 on 

a I◄J h rvill , and portion of compani at 1•a ·h of th• 
foll win<r poin to-wit : ·h •y •dan, I Pt •r on, h< rok • 
1<1 , • 'a ity rr ctionvill , " t l ork, Lit ti • 10n. ·, 
and ... I lbourn • tlm forming in onjun ion with th por

tion. of 1apt. ... fillanl ompany . tatinnl'd at , iou. ity 
and , 'piri Lak a c·omplc•t Jin of ·om1111111i ation bP. w •en 

liain Lak<' all<l . 'i u.· ~Ju ·h diffi ·ulty ,va ·-
p •ri •nce,1 in mai11tai11in~ a for·• of mount ·«l m n in thi · 
r 1rrion cln, ti th carcity and high pri 'l' of lw), •orn, , n<l 

oa . 

On ... Tov mh r -th .Jam• .\ .• 'a vycr - fn1·11H 1rly Fir 
Li nt nan of h , 'ion.· 'it.• ',n air~ - wa. 1 n , rl Li,m
t, 111111 0!011 I of th hrii.rnch-, au 1 h r ·li v d 1 Ir. Iiwhnm 
of l'I' pon. ihility. nrin~ th wi11tPr1 hlock-hou al)(l 

toeka<l •. \\ l'l'P. en· t cl at vnrion point alo11.r th frou i r. 
Th• Indian. did 11ot tronl,J, th· Iowa fron i r lmt wint r· 
ind• ,1, i ha h<>cn ai1l that th, "hi t 1-y of IJ1 
11 wa I orcl r I l'i,r:Hl i lar!,!'t ly th1 I' ·or l of 1h 
of th Jiu of for ifi. ntion in norilnY'. t rn I wa. '' In al
ditio11 o l'ort-liuildi11 11-, hoWl'V 1·. "th r • \\' r th 
In jp , clrilli11 1r, !'OUli11•r, tar 

l p of co111mu11iea t ion lw w '< 11 h 
l ... ' .. for·• at l•'airmont ... r inn.. w 

nnclth ll ro•«•nllllPII di pa 
nnd vh,•11•, r I f rr · ll} n 1 1 : 

n Ji' port of ti, <11 tant G ol. n, pp. 
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from po t to post on limited time. Thi ervice came to 
be known a the 'pony e pr ' '' 171 

Companies B and D of th brigade completed the work 
a signed to them early in th year of 1 63 and were mu -
tered out of ervice - their place beino· taken by detach
ment from the other companie . ompanie A, C, and E 
remained in ervice until late in eptember, 1 63. On ep
tember ...,6th General Order No. 121 wa i sued from Dav
enport, di bandino· the brigad and authorizing the forma
tion of a incrle company to take it place. Thi company, 
un ler Captain William ! . In°·ham, r mained in ervice at 
E therville for about three month .172 d tachment of 

nited tate troop wa th n a sio·ned to tbi frontier. 
The organization of the outhern Border Brigade wa 

authorize 1 by neral Order o. 9 , i u d October , 1 6:... 
Four battalion , ere provid d for: the Fir t Battalion to 
b rai ed in Lee and an Buren countie ; the ec nd Bat
t lion in Wap llo, Davi , and ppanoo countie · the 
Third Battalion from Wayne, Decatur, and Ringcrold coun
ties· and the Fourth attalion from Taylor, Pao-e, and Fre
mont counti 1

1:1 fter th se fore wer orcranized, bet
ter condition exi ted upon the southern bord r. Prior to 
that time, th r had been in tanc wh n troop from the 
border ounti wer called on to drive i 'ouri conf d r
ate far into th ir own In 1 63 the " ally \iVar"
a minor rli turbance at outh En°·li h- gav opportunity 
for tate troop to how th ir valor. In 1 62 the ro ter 
how d that th orthern Bor ler Brigad had two hundred 

1 71 Clark's Fronti r Defense in Iowa, 1850-1865, in THE IOWA .JouR AL OF 

HISTORY A D POLITICS, Vol. XVI, p. 3 3; Ingham 's The Iowa orthern Border 
Brigade of 1862-9 in The Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol. V, pp. 499 501. 

112 Clark' Frontier Defense in Iowa, 1850-1865, in THE IowA .JoUR AL OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XVI, pp. 3 4, 3 5. 

1
7s Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. VI, 

p. 214. 



and fif y I nli. tnF•nt . and th, · nth rn I or r 
v •n hnndn•d and nin -four. 1 i ◄ 

In .January, 1 r-t-. th \1l ju ant 
lllll )-0111 'Olll]':llli 11' }uarl. blu11 , <., y. l 
1'11 il •r , I ·zulat11r . I HI u . Bu h w h: k • ,. m 1 th 
lik thro11! . .d111ut th ,'tat ·-mo tly 011 th, nth rn hord, r. 

'he T •11th (;(•)l(')';i) .\ I 111b] ' f1•l that it h ul I f )lo\' 
p1·1 c· ·d< nt, an I c>11aC't1•d . till a110 h r ~Pll r·d militia law, 
which wa . a J>Jll'OV( <l • r a)' ·h :.!(i, 1 !i-t-. l 11 I )' i 1 h ('11 ir mi
Ii t ia of the• , ·ta " wa "rc«p1irPd to ol'!..!'Hnir. inio eompaui«• 
of I11fa11tr>. 1av,dr>· or .\rtillPry." 'I 1,1 ,. mpaui , Ii h 
had IH <'ll or!.m11iz«'d u11dc>r th<• ad 111' • ·q•, ml r 11, 1 (i:.!, 

wc•n• eo11timwd, a11d an horizt cl o n•t:1in th, ir arm and 
acc•1111tn mc·11 . ounty . ll]ll rd or , ·• r r 1uir l to l·1·L·p 
militia n•!!i. l<'r of all 1wr. OIL . ulij,, t t, militar) 111 y. 
'I h,. \d.iutant l 111lntl wa !.!iVPII thl· rank of I ri~adi, r 
lL iwrai.115 

Tlw 1mmliPr of compnni or~anizt' 1 1m J .. ,. 11 · militia 
law up o .Tnnuar>· 1, 1 >;,, wa 11i11t• h1111 h·1 «I an I 11Vl•11tp1•n . 
. ·onw •cnmtit•. had 0111>· on, ·ompa11y:, · •ott ( nmt.y lt cl th· 
Ii. t with hirt>y- i .· c·omp:111i • .170 

rl lw .\d,in a11t (lp1wral iu hi I' po1·t fo,· th, YPUJ' 1 (~-! 

a11"i Pel . till furtlwr eha11g-1• in tl11 militia law. \ par If 
bi r port follow : 

'J h • lili ia law of hi . tat, n i am, ndm n . 1' ,. ry nhl -
hotli,• I mall' •i iz, 11 bP w,un h • H.l!l f 1 fill !fl hould h • com-
p •11 d to do militnry duty wit• a r, r he h uld l in . 'I h 
pr, 1 111 J 1w 011 P111plnt, thnt, hu nriou he n 
u l or aY ,id,•d in mnuy f th, . 1 1op, 

thnt h" 111 · t ( 111•1 'll \ , m ly wil1 provid f r all 
<'1' din, lwf r,• n .Ju ti P or tl1,~ 1l I n 

n◄ I 11ort of ,, ldjuta t LJ n ral of Town, 1 3, ol. I, p. ·, 1 , pp. 

'ii, 'iii n;;, •• 7. 

n I ,r of Joua, 1 I. pp .• - 5. 

n I, 11ort of t 1, • <11 ta, t <• n ral o lo (I, 1 'pp . ii, \ iii. 
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justice will visit the heads of those who have not done service 
abroad, and who shirk from all military duty at home. There 
should also be heavy penalties provided for punishment of officers 
who in any way connive at neglect or avoidance of duty by officers 
or soldiers under them. 

It is desirable that the militia be organized into regiments, 
brigades, and divi ions if we intend to have it efficient. This de
partment has organized the companies as far as po ible under 
your orders into regiments, and will continue during this year to 
organize other regiments; but it would eem be t that the General 
Assembly hould decide what regiment should compo e a brigade 
and what brigades a divi ion, but in ca e the General A embly 
hould omit to act, there can be no doubt, if the neces ity aro e, 

that the Governor of this State, a Commander-in-Chief of the 
militia, might de ignate the r egiments for a brigade and the 
brigades for a divi ion.177 

A year later over a thousand militia companies were re
ported by the Adjutant General, but many of them were 
organized in name only, and '' many of them ince the con
clu ion of hostilities bet een the nit d tates and the 
rebel , are the ame a di banded." 178 

Early in 1 66 an order was i ued relieving the aides-de
camp from duty. B it all officer on the taff of the Go -
ernor, with the exception of the djutant General and the 

s i tant djutant Gen ral, wer e di mi d. That there 
was a bio- lump in militia inter e t 1 apparent from the 
r eport of the djutant General: 179 

The present militia law is almo ta dead letter o far as any active 
177 Col F. H . Impey had succeeded Col. J. C. Culbertson as Assistant Ad

jutant General on D cember 1, 1 64.-Report of t he Adjutant General of 
Iowa, 1 65, pp. xiii, xx. 

17 ome id a of the xtent of the duties of the Adjutant General during this 
period may be gained from the expenses of his office. D uring the year 1 65 
the sum paid for clerk hire was 10,615.96.- Report of t he Adjutant General 
of Iou:a, 1 66, pp. iv, xx. 

17
9 Report of the Adjutant General of Iowa, 1 67, Vol. I , p. xiv, Vol. II, 

p. 633. 
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militia i concerned. The acti ity and energy of tho e who labored 
for it organization during the war, ha almo t ntirely di ap
peared, and thi department ha not the ati faction of even re
ceiving the return which the law require from county officer , and 
i therefore compelled in ndeavoring to comply with the require
ment of the law of the nited tate , to make a very imperfect 
and unsati factor return to the ar Department. 

I am ati :fled that the pre ent militia law, with the exi ting feel
ing of the people of thi tate hould either be repealed or modi
fied. e certainly ought to have in the tate a few well organized 
and well drilled active'' militia companie . They may be re
quired in an emerO'en y , and would erve as a nucleus around which 
volunteer could rally in ca e of a ' 'call'' for them. uch com
panie we cannot have under the pre ent law. If the people of thi 

tate want a mall militia organization only, that cannot be had 
unle the law i made more tringent in it provi ions, and unless 
officers and oldie are properly paid for their ervice . 
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