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The purpo e f thi pap r i to ummariz th ttl m nt 
of Iowa b tw n h year 1 and 1 60. \.n 0xamination 
of th map of ttl ment hich accompan. th cen u re
port publi hed b th nit d tat o crnm nt will how 
that by th lat r 3 ar th t rritory iuclud d within th 
pre nt boundari of Io, a had b n ccupi d with the 
e ception f a portion omewha triarnrular in hape, in 
th northw t. E n her i lan<l of ttl m nt ar hown 
in the un olor d ar a and a color d line xt nding up th 
Mi ouri indicat that th po ulation had · a h d the 
outh a tern corner of th pr ent tate of outh akota. 
n th oth r band th r w r comparativ 1. f w whit et

tl r within th pr nt boundari of th tate b f re 1 33. 
It had be n ro <l by plor r , how ver om of whom 
had d clared it unfit for habitation and a few ren h and 

merican trad r had built ira :I.in · po t alon · it ea t rn 
border. Th may con id r d bri fly b for takin er up 
th ubject of actual t 1 m nt. 

r. Jacob an der Z in hi Epi odes in the Early Hi -
tory of the D es 111 oines Valley, publi h d in THE I w 
J OUR ,. AL OF H1 TORY ,.D OLITI for July 1916 ay. that 
cattl wer driv n from point in Ii uri through the 
Iowa ountr to lkirk et 1 ment on th R cl iY r in 
1 15 and 1 21. Tb route u ed in thi tra ie b Dixon and 

hown on "I .. u 1 on fap of th 
T rritor f Io-wa in 1 3 ". urin°· thi am p riod a 
military xp diti n wa tray r ing th tatc on it wa 
from ouncil Bluff the mouth of the t. P t r' ( finn -
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ota) iver. It wa a d tachment from 1ajor Lono-' 
expedition led b aptain :Magee of the ifl.e eciment ent 
out for th purpo of op nino- a road bet een Council 
Bluff and th military po t r cently con tructed on the i -
i sippi River. ccompanying the part wa tephen 

Watts earn to whom w ar indebt d for our knowled e 
of the expedition. 1 Lea vino- amp fi ouri on July 2 1 20, 
the company con i ting of about twen men followed a 
route 1 adino- in a o-eneral northea terl direction, veering 
occa ionally ither to the ea t or to th north, finally ar
riving at amp old at r twent -three da. later. '' 
ver great portion of th country in the nei ·hborhood of 
our route", Kearny wrote in hi journal, "could be of no 
other object ( at any time) to our o-ov 't . . than the 
expul ion of th avag from it . . . . for th di advan
tages (as above) will for Yer pre nt it upportin°· more 
than a thinly catt red population. The oil g nerall we 
found good, but bear no compari on to that I aw b tween 
Chariton cf; C. B. " 2 

But the earli t white ttl ment w r not made in that 

1 Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny, edited by Valentine :M. Porter, in the 
Missouri Hi torical ociety Collections, ol. III, pp. 14, 15. 

This expedition was a part of alhoun' plan for opening rout s and er ting 
military posts along the entire frontier.- ee Goodwin' A Larger View of the 
Yellowstone Expedi-tion, 1819-1820, in The Mi issippi Valley Historical Re
view, Vol. IV, pp. 299- 313. 

2 Missouri Historical ociety Collection , Vol. III, pp. 14 15, 104, 106, 107. 
A somewhat similar estimate of the Iowa country wa gi,en in th t. Louis 

Enquirer, edited by Thomas II. B nton, in 1 19: '' fter you get forty or fifty 
miles we t of the Missi sippi the arid plains set in. The country is uninhab
itable except upon the border of the river and ere ks. The Grand Prairie, a 
plain without wood or water, hich ext nds to the northwe t farther than 
hunters or travelers have ever yet gone, comes down to within a f w miles of 
St. Charles and so completely occupie the fork af the Mis issippi and Missouri 
rivers that the woodland for three hundr d mile of each forms a kirt from 
five to twenty miles wid , and abov that di tan e the prairie actually reaches 
the rivers in many places.''- Quoted in Gue's History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 132. 
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part f th at thr u i h K ~ rny pc Th b i 
kn wn am no- th arl. n h r · i rrit r y 
of I a and ap fir whi man iil wi hin 
th r b un lar· f th ~ let wa th r n h- an -
dian Juli n ubuqu . I ,Y u f Tith th chi f f th.., 
F . T Indian an l i n 1 v cl fr om thi 
fri ndl, 1 ad r a laim t ab hun 1r 1 and fift y th u-. . 

nd a f lan 1 x n lin th w t rn bank f th 
i · ippi an 1 · · · h r th 1 nt it~T f 
ubuqu i lo a . i aid t hav h n ih , ' fir t 

f il to th whit . by th uclian · .3 

ubuqu had c y .·amin 1 th nntry in lucl <l in th 
· n and h 1 th t 1 acl minin 11 1 h pr f 

nduc rk in th 
In ian w m n an m n f th 

Dubuqu pl y d f r bu 
·il wh m 

h brou h t n 

anadian from rain 
t ndino- and di · ati n . 

Bu Du u u n:fin him 
ar d d h u 

op n d. m ltin o- furnc 
known a ubuqu luff. H 
o-ood with h Indian f r fur T wi 
w n to . Loui 1 a l l v. ith r fu r 

t him in up rm-

mmm arm 
ct cl an l a mill 
l nap ini now 

or and . han O' d 
a h .· ar hi b at 

s egus s T he Early Ii i tory of Io1ra in I he A1111ols of Iowa (Fir cries) , 
Vol. Y , p. 77. e al. o ue' Ill. tory of Iowo, Yol. I, h ~ . 

Dubuque' t itle wa later confi rm 'cl hy h ov rnor of Loui ·iana territory 
Ca rondel t. I n 1 05 h and ugu t houteau, to whom he had given ·om of 
the land fo r he purpo. of cane ling a debt filed a claim I\ ith th nited 

t a t s for a tit! . The land for which hi petition "a macl .·t nd d alon 
t h we t bank of the . I i. i ippi for a cli.-tanc f tw nty-on mile and wa 
nine mile v.ide. Th claim r main cl un · ttl,,d for nearly half a century. 
T h court finally clecicled, long aft r Dubuque aIHl bout au w r in th ir 
graves t hat th original grant macl by the Indian: in 17 and th sub· quent 
confirmation of t hat grant mad by th pani h overnor arondel t in 1796 
w re both in the natur of permit. or l a. to mine l ad on the land de· 
scribed.- Gue' H1storv of Io1ra, Yo!. I, pp. 113, 114. 
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turned with uppli , and m n . . Th mi-annual 
trip becam important ev nt at t. L ui , and he wa rec
o!nliz l a n f th laro- t tra 1 r in th pper fi i -
ippi all y. F r tw nty-two y ar un til hi d ath in 1 10, 
ubuque and hi ana 1ian untrymen liv d amono· the 

Indian work 1 th min and arri cl n trade and hi 
h ad quart r wi 1 1 kn w11 a th '~fine of 

pam . 

Tw oth r ttl m ni ha 1 b n mad within the pre ent 
boun 1ari of th tat durin th p riod in which Du
buqu wa op ratin°· in the vi inity f tb lace which till 
b ar hi nam . n of th e wa within th nt limit 

f layt n nnt and wa kn wn a the 
a il liar 1 a Fr nch-Am rican ha 1 r i d more than 

:fiv thou and a re of Ian l h r in 17 fr m the i utenant 
rnor of om iana. h 0 Tant -wa lat r onfirmed b 
nit 1 aft r that · untry acqnir d Loui iana 

and th pa u l to iar 1 wa aid t have b n the 
fir t 1 °·al titl t land obtain 1 b~T a whit man within th 
boundari of th tat f Iowa. 4 n th r ttl m nt wa 

Jurin o- thi arly p ri 1 by Loui II nor' T on a 
- ana 1ian in 1 ..... 9. IIa,Tino- r eiv d p rmi ion 

from th i •u t ov rn r of L ui iana h built a 
tradino- po t in ounty , h r th t wn of I n ro 
uow tan 1 . H r h plant l an r har 1 and rai d corn 
potatoc and th r pr du ·t f r ral y ar . Hi 
r iv 1 a confirmati n of th <rrant from th 
in 1 9.5 

ft r Dubuqu death th Indian to k po e 10n f 
th min . ,TI llin<r th whit and ,Tid ntl. w rkin<r th m 
at int rval durin <r th n xt tw nt v ar . In th latt r . . . 

4 Gue 's Jl . tory o/ Io1ca, Yol. I , pp. 111, 116, 117. 

5 Gu ' Hi. tor.11 of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 117. 
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I art f th 11111 t nth nt 
mm in n r h rn Illin i and in nthw t r i c n in 

yth th u an1 .0 
.. ..:\1 h enthn i-

a t wa n°·lan 1 r by th n L. Lano•_ 
·w rthy. He Yin pl th 1 f pam h 
1 r u 0 ·ht a m f p rat r t t bank of th 
Ii · ippiinl anda 00ainth" · m ub o-ant m It 

1 ad or in th land n laim d b u uqu . Th n \ 
minino- amp o n a tr ttl r fr m th a bank f 
th ippi. Th nt f th qua t r t 
oft ri ·a in Yi lati n f th at compact b n 
th ni tat an l h Indian tri rn-
m nt wa t r moY th rud ord-
ino-ly tro p n v r in 1 1 th tl r w r dri n 
ba k to th a bank of th nv r an a d tachm nt wa 
1 ft at the mm th In lian aO'ain t furth r 
in ru ion.7 

la k Hawk Pur ha nclu d. 
cur d from th Indian th 10n 

of a rip of t rritor about fl.ft mil · d ex ndincr 
alono- the we t rn bank of the i i ippi from th northern 

uri t th i init. of a parall I runnino
throu 0·h Prairi du hi n. Th a qui iti n of thi t rri-
tory mark th r alb Q'l.nnino- of whit ttl m n in Iowa . 
.1. T t until v ral y ar lat r h w v r land al 
w r b Id ccupant abl to pr ure a tual title to 
the oil bu h r a nc of a itl wa no nou O'h 
h k the advan f h fr nti r m n. The cam in larg 

6 F r a br ief summary of lead mining in t hi r gion Thwaite 's Early 
Lrnd-Mi11i11g in Il linoi. a11<1 W t. consin in the Annual Report of t he American 
H istoriral A sociatio11, 1 93 pp. 191-196. 

7 ,ue • H 1, tory of Jou a. Vol. I pp. 155, 156. 

T oole' Z ctcllc · and I nc1dc11ts Rclat111g to tltc ettlcmcnt of Loui a ou11ty 
in T li c Annal. of lou·a (Fi rst eries), Vol. I. p. 50. 



numh r ·, tino- th m ach an tag· u it al rio- the 
rIY r ,d1i ·h fl w cl int th ... Ii ·i . i1 pi. urlin on 
~ c ndu ky an rt ~Iacli on " r d b.T whit · t-
tl r Jurin.., 1 In th nclian , illa~ f 
tuk "hit hacl c m , rly a 1 : . ~ hool ha<l b n 

li h 1 thcr by po · ·ihl~ thr arli r. In 
1 . ,. th rnun "·a hano- cl t r eokuk.'1 Th trip inclucl l 
in th pnr ha ha 1 b n cli, i1l cl int tw onnti Th 
t rrit r~ n rth f th Io" a Ri, r "·a rganized a Du
bnqu ounty whil th part f th pur ha n h of hat 
tr am wa kn wn a ... r in mnty. ...\.t fir. t the 

counti w r atta h cl t ... Ii hig-an f r g; Y rnm ntal pur-
p . but wh n that T rrit ry "·a admit d t at h 
th y w r arm :x 1 t ,Vi c n in. 10 

y th prin<r f fr nti r had b n :xt nd d t0 
R und nun in J · n onnty. 11 Durin,.., that am 
y r p1 r w r XI lorin°· th Yall y f th I wa i\T r 
in th vi iuity f itv 1 tin~ laim and bnildinb 
abin . nring· th f 11 win°·~ ar th y hr ugh th ir fami-

li an 1 inclu cl th r to migrat with th m fr m ndiana 
in thi. r m t w . t rn r nntry. 12 In 1 : , it~T wa 
laid ui an l h cam th a1 ital f th n wly r a d T rri-
t ry. T o-ui 1 immi 0 Tant wh w r rn nng- w and t 

o The Annals of Io1ca (li'ir. t , en s), Vol ', pp. 
arty ll1story of Palo Alto County, Iowa, p. 12. 

laid out in 1 37. 

90 94. al o ~fo-
arty ays K okuk wa 

'l'here i r a ·on to heli v that trading po.-t or .ettl m nt 
Ii hed at .'anclnsky, Burlington, and Port \[ncli on by 1 20.- nmpbell' 
Recollcctio11s of tlic Early eltlcmurt of I cc Co1111ty in The .J.1111al. of Iorm 
(First , rie ) , Vol. , pp. 3, 

10 Parrott's Rccollect1011s of the F11rl11 , cttlcmc11t of I.cc County in The 
mral. of Io1ca (Pirst , eri s) Vol. YI, p. 1 :!. 

11 Taylor Recollect 011s of Thirty -four 1·carn . tgo in The ~11111als of Iorca 
(First , cri ), T l YllT, p. 337. 

12 lrish 's II1story of Joh11s011 01111/y, lotl'a, in The A1111al of Io1ca (Fir t 
S ries), Yol. VI, pp. 23 26. 
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encourao-e th m to mo into the Yilla capital on Lyman 
Dillion wa emplo ed to plow a furrow b tw n I wa ity 
and Dubuque, a di tance of a hundred mil .13 B th be-
0innin0· of 1 40 tw nt famili had ttl d at th form r 
place.14 

Tb population of owa in 1 36 wa tima d at 10 531 
and th numb r had in r a ed to ~:. 9 by 1 , . r 1 40 
accordin°· to th c n u f that ar th re w r e more than 
4 000 p opl livino- in th T rritor .13 Thi m an that 
from 1 36 to 1 40 the population practicall loubled ev ry 
two y ar - in fact it more than doubled durinO' the fir t 
two. at the cen u map howin°· the population 
of the nit d tat in 1 40 indicat that the outh rn 
part of the Black Hawk Purcha had b n pr tt com
pletely occupi d and that th fronti r lin of ettl m nt 
approached the 1\,fi i ippi a it xt nd d northward from 
1i ouri northern boundar , :finall. tou hin that riv r 

in the vicinit of th fort -third parall 1. 
Thi rapid growth wa due in part d ubtle to the adver

ti incr which Iowa recei d in the publi pre . I n :March, 
J 9 a corr pon 1 nt in the Buffalo J 01u-nal had d clared 
"that takinO' into con ideration th oil the timber, the wa
ter and the climat Iowa territor may be con id red the 
be t part of the Mi i ippi valley. The Indian o con ider 
it, a appear from the name which they ()'ave it. For it i 

1a The Annals of Iov.:a (First erie ), Vol. VI, p. 107. 

14 The Annals of Iowa (First eries), Vol. VI, p. 10 . 

1 5 Gue's History of Iowa, ol. I , p. 1 5 · 'iles' Register, Vol. LIX, p. 40. 
The population by counties i given as follow : Clayton, 1945; Delaware, 171; 
Dubuque, 3056; Jackson, 1432; Jones, 475; linton, 00; Linn, 13 5; cott, 
2193 · Mu ca tine, 1042 · Cedar 1225 · .T ohn on, 1504; Louisa 1925; Washing
ton, 1572; Henry, 37 2; J :fferson 27 0; Van Buren 6030; Lee, 6096; Des 
Moines, 5646; attached to Van Buren, 136. 

For the population of Iowa in 1 36 ee Albach' Annals of the West ( econd 
Edition) p. 02. 
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"ai<l that the ~ i u.· [~ a ] an l F .· Indian n b h l<lino-
th c1i11°· b auti of thi. r 0 ·io11 h ll1 up their hand. 
and ex laim cl in an tacy of cl<'li~·ht an 1 amaz m nt 
-0-"\\"- ... \ whi h in .· lan~·uag m an thi i th 

land. 16 )n Jun :?. , L; 9 it "a r port din .1. 
7 ile-' R q

i. t er ilia 11 f th f in innati had ju t r turn d 
fr m a t nr f I wa an 1 ha l tat cl that th pr . p ct f r 
an <'X pti ual harY t w r th be t h ha l v r n any
wh r .17 urino- th fall f tbi . am y ar th pnbli lan<l 
. al · I wa ity al a th rat f ab ut fly thou-
and cl llar. a la~·. Th . fr ntin~ the publi quar 

\\·h r th ~ tat II u wa r t l l r ug-h fr m four 
to i.· lnmclr cl d Har ngton d 
of th fir t four clay f th ·al i am un 1 arly 

v nty- i.· th u an l 1 llar .1• Th hillicotl1 
zette r p rt<' l in fa~· 1 4-0, that b tw n n an 1 tw hun-
1r cl I opl w r l a-dno- tha ity t . ttl n ar th ntre 
f what will pr ba bly b th apital f I wa, at the head of 

navi 0 ·ation n the , 11 riv r. 20 Th Burlington 
"TGZ tt in th fall of ] 4- th h alth f I wa 

t rrit r~· 1. a n nniver:ally g cl. Th 
r p f wh at, ry and at hav b n a abnn lant a 

u nal an 1 th r p f c rn will b 2 1 

Tb . 0 mment with f th r lik th m la. d 
10 Quot <l in X1lcs ' Rcgist r, lol. LVI. p. 4 . 

17 "IT ·pr k to us particularly of on fi<>lcl of wh at, "hich h aw on the 
prairi s, ('On i ting of six hundr d and forty acr<>s, which wa a perf ct 1 ,. 1 
o that it could he tak n into on<> YI<'\\, and wa hand om ly f nt'ecl · th talk 

\\er th n two fr t and a half high, and th growth mo t luxuriant. W 
would go a clay' ride to su ·h a field of \\ h at a that ''- not d in Niles' 
R cqistcr, Vol. LYI, p. 277. 

B Siles' R ep 1st er, Yol LYII, p. 12 . 

10 Kih-s' Reg 1st er, '\ 1. LV) TT, p. 73. 

20 ~ '1/c ' Rcqistcr, Yol. LYJTT, p. 1 2 

21 Niles' R e!]istcr, Vol. LL . p. 40. 
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no mall part in clir tincr the at ntion of horn e k r t 
Iowa. th numb r of immi 0Tant in r a din h Black 
Ila k urcha an 1 a th pr ur f whit ttl r ao·ain t 
th Indian t rritory al n°· th w i rn b r 1 r of hi trip 
b cam a r i rov l n t dra, up ad litional 
tr ati with th Indi n in or p n m r t rri or 
to th cov tou fr n i r m n. 7 an 1 ao-ain in 1 4 .. 
tr ati onclud d with th ac and o Indian b 
which th ntir c ntral and outh-c ntral part of Iowa 
w r thr wn op n to whi tl r ·c pt a trip about 
ixt. -five or nt mil wid al no- th w t rn bord r 

of h t rritory. 22 By th t rm of th lat r tr at th 
In lian w r n until th fir t f Ia • 1 4 to i ld 
p ion of th a t rn half f th ion and thr 
y ar in which to urr nd r th , t rn half. 

Thi con li i n did no r v n th .1. m rican from 
plorino- th ountry durincr th int n al but arm ffi r 
patroll d the t rritory to h ck any a t mpt \ hi h he for-
m r mi 0 ·ht mak to run lin r t mark ff claim . Th 
n w acqui ition wa ,v ll known to th fr ntier m n th r -
f r wh n on \pril 30 1 4 m n wh ha l crath r l aloncr 
th bord r of th un cupied In lian coun r , ait d and 
li t n d for th di charcr of fir ~rm which w uld an-
nounc th hour of midnicrh im that formally 
op netl the land to ttl r . tw n midni 0·ht of pril 
3 th and undown of fa. 1 t, it i ai hat at 1 a t a thou-
and ettl r tak d th ir claim within the boundarie of 

ap llo unty alon . ttumwa on th e foin wa 
ur-v d at one and about four hundr d lot w re laid out. 

22 Royce' Indian Land es ion in the ,lited /ates in the Eighteenth An
nual Report of the Bur au of American Ethnology, Pt. 2, pp. 766, 767, 77 , 
779. The excellent map and note in this volum are very valuable for work
ing out the Indian land ce ions in th various tates. The re ion in Iowa 
covered he y ar 1 24 to 1 51. 
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Eddyville, 0 ·ency ity, and Dahlonega al o pran°· up 
over night as it were.23 ot only wa the land along the 
river taken up by the e immi Tant , but they began to 
occupy th intervening space betw en the treams. Illi
nois, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and fi ouri furni hed the 
most of the population, but there were ettl rs who came 
from , i consin, iroinia, and P nn lvania.24 

In order to protect the occupant from Indian depr da-
ion and to prevent the ncroachm nt of the white on 

Indian land , Fort De 1oine was built in 1 43 near the 
frontier. The rapid influx of ettler produced increa ino
di atisfaction among the red men along the bord r a a 
re ult of which, six years later, Fort lark was erected 
farther we t on the De :Moine Riv r. Th name wa later 
chang d to Fort Dodge, and in 1 53 the troop were moved 
from Fort Dodge still farther north to Fort Rido-ely on the 
11inne ota River. During the following ear the town of 
Fort Dodg wa laid out and b came the dis ributin°· center 
for north we tern Iowa. 25 

In the spring of 1 46 the Mormon were compelled to 
leave auvoo. During their we tward mio-ration throuo-h 

outhern Iowa many of them topped within that T rritory 
and erected home . ettlement were made at arden 
Grove in the northea t rn part of Decatur Count , near 

2a Bigg 's Sketches of the Sac and Fox I ndian and tl1 e Early ett lement of 
Wap ello Cou•ty in The Annals of Iowa (Fir t Serie), Vol. III, p. 4 1; Boyd 's 

ketches of H ist01·y and I ncid nts Connected with t he ettlement of Wap ello 
County, from 1843 to 1859, I nclusive, in The Annals of Iowa (Fir t Serie ) , 
Vol. VI, p. 3 . 

24 Horn s History of Davi Co1tnty, I owa, in The Annals of I ou·a (Fir t 
Serie ) Vol. III, p. 436. 

2s hlcCarty' History of Palo Alto 01rnty, I ou·a, pp. 12, 13, 2 . During the 
year 1 4 , 1fo arty says, some urveyors who had ro ed the De hloine River 
into the Indian co ntry were attacked by savage , their in trument brok n and 
the urveyors themselve were driven back aero the river. A a re ult of this 
Fort Dodge .ra built. 



P TI F IOW 93 

ola in lark ount in th of Union 
t in th o part of a ount and in 

th , outh rn part ounty. But th principal 1or-
mon ettl m nt wa n ar ouncil Bluff . 26 Th e thrifty 
people thu mad o- n r u contribution to the ttl m nt 
of the countr in outh,v tern Iowa. Other ttl r had 
mo ed into hi ction b 1 47, and it the err at ov r
land immi ration thr uo-h outh rn Iowa to alif ornia in 
1 49 and in 1 0 Kan vill ( ouncil Bluff ) becam a 
t pical fronti r town like t n and Indep nd nc 1n 
Mi ouri. 27 

Iowa never attract d for ign r in th ame proportion 
a did Illinoi , , i con in and 1:inne ota, bu in 1 47 ther 
cam to arion ount a compan T of arn t and thrift 
Hollander who made no mall contribution to the intelli
g nc and indu tr of th tat . bout a thou and of them 
had 1 ft Holland under th direction of Henry Peter cholte. 
From ew ork the had on we t to t. Loui and here 

cholte left them while he et out accompani d by a cho en 
committe to for hi colony in Iowa. Land 
wa offered them in Le unt but th title appeared 
doubtful and cholte d cid d to ek ad ice from the ao-ent 
of the tate land offic ::tt Fairfield in J ffer on 

ounty. fter carefull inve tio·ating th election to 
which hi att ntion had be n dir cted holte per uaded his 
companion to a~ee to buy from pion er who had not 
complet d paym nt on their claim and who did not there
fore have cl ar titl . 

While ch lte bu il examin d th map of th land offic 

20 egu 's The Early History of lc,wa in The nnals of Iowa (First Serie ) , 
Vol. IX, pp. 57 , 579. 

21 For a good account of Council Bluffs see Babbitt's Early Days at Council 
Bluffs. The Annals of Iowa (Fir eri s), Vol. IX, pp. 670- 672, giYes mate-
rial on Council Bluff as a frontier community. 
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in Fair£. 11 oth r m mb r f th ommitt w r inve ti
O'atin O' th untry in that Yi inity. inally upon the r c
omm n lation f a apti 1111 io11arr whom they met by 
chanc th ommitt l i led t inY tio·at land on th 
fr nti r about w . t f Fairfi ld. n Jul 29 
1 4-- the mi ionary a ting- a ~ g-ui l 

mitt into th ti n 1 at d in th n r h a rn part of 
what i n ·w l\fari n nnty. 1... w 11 pl a d w r they 
with th country and with th t rm .~ which th ~· w r able 
o make that d al w r lo <l imm tliat ly " ·ith veral 

pi n r lfrin°· in th Yi inity f th pr , nt t wn of P lla 
and nth al IlO' th 1 in iv r. HaYin()' purcha ed 
th land and compl t l h r arrano- m nt for accommo-
latin0· th mpany th mmitt r turn l t . Loui 
wh re their fri nd w r awaiting th ir r p rt.2 

h nth fh mmitt m 11 mad a r p rt o th ir com-
rad in that ity n arly all f th 111 w r ao· r to mov 
n rthwar l imm diat ly. ~ om f th memb r of th c m-
pany how r had profitabl mpl 3Tm nt in t. 
Loni and it wa d l t hmT th m ntinu a th ir 
work tcmporaril whil th th r w nt ah ad and pre
par d horn . \bout :fly or ix hnrnlr cl f th party hav
ino- ...,uppli cl. th m hT with an a 1 quat upply of f od 
an 1 clothing, t k pa ag n a f i . i ippi fr r t am r 
and arrived at I okuk within h\· . . II wa()' n 
and other thino- , ential f r an OY rland jonrn y w r 
pnr ha. cl and th compan)T pr r e<l d up th D I in 
, all ~T, arrfring- a th ir l tiuati n in ..t\.no-n t 1 -!7 . 
• cholt hacl macl a ontra t with om .Am ri an f r th 
c n trn tion of .fiftv 1 g· ahin and for th l liv rv of om . . 
lumb r all of ,vhich " .. L t hav h 11 att n 1 cl t b for the 

2
q Yan d r Z<.' <.' •~ T li e Tl< 1/andcrs of Io1rn, hs VIII, IX, and X, pro,iJed 

the mo. t of th da ta on th H ollander giv n abo, e. <-' al o S i le 'Rcgi t er, 
Y o!. L:~c·nr, pp 4 , 167. 
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company arrival, but th thin had not b en don . 
The Holland r , re k enly di app inted, for th had 
hop d to find at 1 a t th material for their horn 20 

D pite uch a di coura 0 ·in°· beginnino- th compan pro
ce ded at one to 1a out a town which th y call d P lla: 
and to con truct t mporary dwellin to h lt r th m while 
the elected th ir land pr par d to till th oil and to 
build more ub tantial horn . Th tr t of Pella -
'' trooijen traw Town a it wa c - w re 
giv n uch nam a Exten ion, ddi ion a hington, 
Franklin, olumbu , Libert nion, and Independ nee ; 
while the avenue wcr call d Per v ranc , Inquirin 
Reformation, Gratitud , Pati nee, Exp ri nee, on:fidence, 
E pectation, and compli hment. In a f w ar th e 
tr et and avenue w re lin d with row of impl wooden 

hou es inter p r ed with a f w dw llirw of red brick, and 
the eio-hteen thou and acre of fertile land which holte 
had elected w r con rted into pro:fitabl farm on which 
th owner had con truct d comf ortabl horn ild 
fruit 0-rew in abundance in th wood , and on th ir farm 
th IIollander rai ed o·ood crop of Indian corn, fl.a , 
wh at buckwheat and e0 • tabl . From their co-,Y whi h 
w re provided wi h h lt r durinO' th lono- wint r ontrary 
to th cu tom of th merican fronti r men, the utch ob
tained ·en rou quantiti of rich milk and mad mor than 
enou 0 ·h butter and h e t upply th ir own need . In 

20 ' ' I magine a number of baker , tailors and hoemaker , painter , office
clerk , bu sine s manag r , and uch lik '', exclaim their hi tor ian, '' who had 
all their live been u ed to the city life of Europe - ome of whom hardly 
1:n w what a cow or a pig looked like, nor had t he slighte t knowledge of farm 
implement ; who had lef neat and eomfortahle home and had n ,er known or 
seen others - imagine such people uddenly transplanted to an op n prairie, 
with here and there ome timb r, eeing nothing but gra , tree and sky, and 
finding no protection again t the lements ! . . . It take but a few lines 
to tell it, but to l ive it i om thing "holly different."- Quot d in Yan der 
Z 's T 11e Hollanders of Iowa, p. 6 . 
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fact ' whi h wa ~ hipp d by the e thrifty 
farm r b came famon in th ( ' t. L ui mark t.30 

Iri h and rman immi 0 Tant form d . ttl m nt outh 
of the II llan 1 r the form r ccupying- f rtil land in th 
w t rn part of :Monro ounty c nd th latt r lectincr 
what wa con id r d a barren untry n oal r k ome
time call d th utch ido- . h Iri hon account of th ir 
poverty wer comp 11 d to mak th ir m a 0 ·er re ource 

· 11 th laro- t p ibl r turn and by lectino- f rtile 
land w r oon livin<>" in comfort. Th although 
in po e ion of uffici nt fund t pa:v for th b t in the 
country, lect 1 the rid o- Ian 1 whi h w r coy r d with 
whit oak and d n und ro-r wth wher th y to e tab
Ii h d a pro p rou community an 1 liYed a omparativ ly 
i olat d political lif .31 

The nit d tat n u r port . h w that n arly on 
hundr d and :fift thou and p pl m ,T d int Iowa lurino
th d cad ndino- in 1 50. Th e immigrant a hown by 
th map accompan ino- th r p rt ha 1 c upi cl th ea t
ern and uth rn part of th tat with th xc ption of 

mall a r a in th xtr m n rth a t rn corn r and a 
circl ar und th pre ent t wn f uincy n ar th c nt r of 

dams aunty in th outhw t. Th entir north and 
northwe t rn part of th ta w r till unoccupi d. Th 
d ade b <>"innin°· in 1 0 wa t witn a mi<>"ratino· ti 1 
whi!5h wa to w Y r th wa t la of the tat and 
to inun lat th Yall y and hill wi h mor than uffici nt 
human 11 rgy t buil 1 up a mm nw alth f th :fir t rank. 

Ther wer Y ral thi110· whi h 11 nra~ 1 mioTa ion 
lnrino- thi p ri cl. l ailr ad lin ha 1 b n compl t c1 to 
th Ii · i ippi and th a t rn b rd r f I wa wa 

ao Van d r Z e' The Holla 11 cl r of Io1rn, pp. 77, 7 . 

s1 Ilickenlooper's An Illu trat cd ll istory of Monroe ounty, Iowa, pp. 1 , 
190. 
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a ily r rail-
r ad b 0·an a lv rti in°· w t rn Ian l . L n 1 pc ulator 
and land mpani ff r l in lu m nt ,Yhi h app ar l 
m t allurin · t th Ian 1 lnmgry m n of th m r cl n 1 
1 01 ulat c1 ar a far h r a t. uid f r mio-rant , r 
publi h l in °T at quantiti an 1 articl containing 
0 ·lo\\'in°· a unt f th b auty advanta · an l f rtilit f 
th I wa un ry app r d in hundr 1 of rn n w -
pap r until th nam wa b cam a old or 1 · 
anl th wh a alr ad to own a hom 
in that far-fam ic 1 tt r t h ir 
r lati an l f rm ur 01.no- h m t c m and 
har in th ir pr . , 32 

Th in luc m u mbin d with a fatal pid mic of 
hol ra in · t an 1 a v r drouo-ht throuo-h-

h durino- th umm r of 1 54 brou ht 
b ., th thou an lurino-

4 to 1 6. 'Th immiora ion into Iowa th 
n a on i a toni hino- and unpr ced nted' ' , write 
lark quotino- from an account publi h din an a tern 

journal in Jun 1 4. or mil and mile , da aft r 
da the rain of Illinoi ar lin d with cattl and a ons, 
pu hino- n toward thi pro p rou at . t a point b -
y nrl ria durino- a ino-1 m nth n hundr and 
f rty-thr wao-on ha 1 pa d and all for Io~ a. llowino-
five p r on t a wa 0 • n which i a fair av ra wo 

71- ul populati n. mm niino- 1 

continu fr. lark ' an I wa it di tor 
in o- bu th immio-rati n of th month, and 

up n o nl. ut of many i would not be an un-
r a onahl a r ion to ay tha 50 000 men women and 

32 lark The W estu·ard Mot'emcnt in t he Upper Mississippi V alley Durina 
the Fifties in th P roceedings of t he M is 1s,ippi ,alley H istorical Association, 
191:l-1914, p . 215. 

OL. xvrr-7 
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children will ha c m into thi tat by th fir t of De-
cember, r ckonino- from th fir t of pt mb r.' '' 33 

Durin°· th fall and arl r wint r of 1 54 ther wa an 
alm t uninterrupted pr c ion f immio-rant cro incr the 
f rri at Prairie du hi n Ic r cror ubuqu Burlincr-
on, ay nport, and K okuk. ometime th ha l to wait 

in camp two or thr e da for th ir turn to cro . It wa 
e timat d that tw nt thou and peopl ro d th f rr at 
Burlincrton in thirt day , and at th end of that p riod th 
numb r in r a d to i or ,T n hm la T. \.bout 
one wacron in a hunclr d wa mark d ka th other 
w r to halt in m,·a. <l v n at I uch lar 0·e 
numb r of et 1 r cam in by boat that a journali t wa 
led to a that 'b r th i l f hi y du that of th 
I ra lit become an in i 0 ·11i:ficant item, and th o-r at r 
mio-ration of lat r tim · ar arc ly to b m nti n d. It 

a ail tha n th u an l p pl fr m Richland unty 
hio alon am to I wa that fall · whil 1 no- d uble-

h ad r train br ucrht int hica 0 • thou an 1 of horn -
k r 

In 1 5 the numb r f p opl kino- horn in Iowa ap-
par n ly in r a 1. Th r port of th Ian l ffi e f r the 

ear ndin Jun O 1 3 how that m r than thr and 
a quar r million a r f publi Ian l ha 1 b n o upie l. 

·ception of ~Ii ouri thi wa m r than l ubl 
th am unt ld in any th r • tat in th ~Ii · ippi 

all y clurin · th y ar indicat 1. Th Ian 1 ffi within 
he tat f und it imp ibl t k p up wi h th ir work. 

33 Quot din lark' The Trestu·ard Jlorement in t he pper Mississippi Val
l y During the F ifties in th Proceeding· of the Mi ·s1ss1ppi Valley H i torical 
. 1 . oc atio11, 1913 1914, p. 216. 

at lark' The Tres,Kard Morement i11 the pper M , ·.·1s. ippi Valley Dur 11g 
the Fiftfr · in th,• Procccd"11g.· of the Jfissi:sippi Vallty H storical A .. ~oc1at on, 
1913-l!ll-1, p. 217. 
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:\.t th h le n 1 ffi 111 11 r h r11 I , a ' 'th ru h 
th th w<l w ul l fill up th pa a wa 

· ht t n l n th ir f t Lill mornino· in 
r m. f h nd om th ir 

f) waitin · f r th p n. th h m f 
drawincr numb r f r turn wa hi u n < ml inc th land 

ul 1 a t n 1 t nly a rt in numb •r f pur ha ," 
p r day th w larcr nnmb r h th m 

t th ir h m r uru 1 am nth r tw lat r in tim 
tak th ir urn . 35 

Durin cr th w y ar fr m 1 '4- t .., . wa an rn-
r a f m r then 

I wa p pulati n.:io 
am durin w 

lati n f t i 

n hundr 1 anc1 nin y th u. and in 
That i th nmnl r f ttl r who 

t quall •cl th t tal p pu
k what , r th r uo-hfar 

y u may an 1 you will find i l with micrr n wag n . 

In many in t np ri r qu l-
it. ar m t wi h. . lriv w 

c . i v 11 . T f th 
o Th t thi a n 
1 rmm n nt d immi-

o-rati n f nl b c ppr n wh 
trav 1 thr u untry a w r 1 ing- and fin 1 th 

r ad v rywh r lin l with m 't r . . h t am f rry a 
Rock I Ian 1 runnino- n hundr <l trip. a lay wa n a 1 
t a omm dat th traffi .3 i 

35 Quo din lark'. Tlil W t:stu·ard Jlorcmc1 t i,1 tl11; ·11pcr [ i.,·i.·. ipJJi Val
ley During the Fiftir. in th P rocc dings of the Jfi.-.~i.·.·ippi Valley IIi.~torical 

Associat1011, 1913 1914, pp. 21 , 219. 

ao Quo din ark'. The W e. tll'ard Jfo1·e11u'n l in tltt ['pprr Jlissi. sippi Val

ley During the Fifti s in th Proclcdings of t7lc Jl is.·1ss1ppi Vall y ll1stor1cal 

A11sociatio11, 1913-1914, pp, 21 , 219. 

37 Quoted in lark' Tlt Tr,. ·t ward Jlon 111c11t i11 tl,t rpprr Jfiss is. i]>pi 1' al

l y During tlte Fiftic.'I in the Proceedings of tltc .lli . . ·i .. [l[li Valley H istorica l 

.Jssociatio11, 1913- 1914, p. 21 . 
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h l pl am int o,, a h.T th hun lr cl f th u-
ancl durinO' th nding in 1 h 

pa cl on thr 110-h h c_l ar a o th fr 
ma.1on y 

th r 
m , cl in th int · a · , hr w n th olcl r 
m nt · and a f ,,. prm d land 

riginal wn r w v .10111 ,l th anv v r 1 
train hat" r trav linO' t warcl the ,,. In . 1 --. 

th fir t . ttl m n mad in al .\1 unt~· n ar h 
t ,, 11 nd. Th immigrant cam rn 

\\aO'Oll nnt~ hrou<rh th fr nti r ttl -
m nt alonrr th m J, ort I clg- known a h mili-

tary r acl. 'Ih v r th rou wh n 
th y m v cl fr m r t r iclg- l.T, an 1 ub -
qu nt uppl) waO" UH th ir mark n th prairie 

Abuay,rlatrinh tl-
f ab nt f rt: p pl "a mad in th Yi ini y of 
.Jake n ar th 11 rth rn houl r of th j 'tat . h r 
nt w tahli ·h 1 far h ~r \\ t in "\Y. dlmry, in 

an l in la) unti b f r 1 --_3n During th 

a ol 11y Y n hi h fnmili fr m an 
nnty, Illin i. macl ttl m nt ab ut tw mil n rth-

w f th pr ut city of Eimm t. burg an 1 in a hort 
tim th Y w · · • man ir c untrYm n. Ju t . . . 

a t al ng 1 in . t tl r hacl alr ady 1 at d 
(1 -5) at I ~ itv in Ilumb hlt unty at \ lg na 
farth r 11 rth and at I an r ft in 1'" , uth unty. at
t r cl t tl m nt rnicrlit b f uncl a ~ mitblan l and at th r 
place. inth Yall ~{ fth Littl ~i u·.io 

hri f. umrnar) l' th growth of th l pulati n f I wa 
ancl f 1 h ra1>icl • hifti1w; f h r fr nti r lin < uring- the 

SR :.\Tc 'arty 's Il1story of Palo Alto Co1111ty, Iowa, p. 15. 

s L vcring's Rccollcrtic,11s of Ilic Farly dtlt 111('11( of, •ortlnc.:-.-tcrn Io1ca in 
The ~11111als of fowa (Pirst • Nie.), Yol YIII, pp. ~75 279. 

40 :.\I<' 'arty 's ll•slory of Palo Alto Co1111ty, Jou-a, h • III and IV. 
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p riod OY r 1 will con lu ion to thi 
cur or~ tudy f th tatc. , e ha e e n 
that th populati n in 1 641 a imated at 10 531 and 
that thi numb r had incr a d to ...,...,, 59 in 1 . Th c n-
u of 1 40 °-iv he T rrit 1 a population of 4 ,ll_, T n 

ar lat r th r ,Y r 1 _ -14 inhabitant in Iowa. In 1 60 
the total p pulati n wa 674 9] . Thi oi. th av rage 
annual numb r of immi o-rant durin<r th p riod fr m 1 4 
to 1 50 at a li tl 1 than 15 000 but thi fio·ure incr a ed 
to more than 4 00 for h d cad ndino- in 1 60. u h 
rapid 0 -r wth in the T rritory' population durin°· th 
twenty ear pro lu 1 an almo t con tant hiftin<r of th 
fronti r lin . In 1 40 th fronti r follow l appro:rimatel 
a line runnin · throu 0·h ttumwa and Iowa ity, finally 
touchin°· the 1 i ippi in the Yi init. f the pre ent town 
of Gu tenb ro-.42 y 1 50 it had moved out toward th c n
t r of the tat . If a lin w re lrawn fr m th outhw t 
to he northea t orn r h r ould b tono-u of ettl m nt 
w t and north of that lin in th Mi ouri and De foin 

all and th r would b un t 1 d ar a ea t and outh 
of the line in th icinit f m lern Quin . far halltown, 
and lwein. But the ettled ar aw t and north of uch a 
lin would har U :fill th un ttl d part a t and ou h of 
it. By 1 60 howe r thi lin markin<r th ttl d from 
th un ettlcd ar a had been pu h d int th northw t rn 
corner of the tat and ven th r e th white pace on the 
map contain pla h of color in 1i a in°· that , ettler had 
occupied a part of thi ction. ~ n additional illu tration 
of the rapid o-rowth f he tat i inclicat cl in th oro-an-

41 Gue, in hi H istory of Io1ca, Vol. I, p. Hi7 says that in 1 32 the white 
population of Iowa was probably not more than fifty. 

42 ee maps bowing th popula ion of th nitccl tate for 1 40, 1 30, and 
1 60 in tatistics of the Population of the U11ited tales at the Te11th Census, 
Yol. I. 
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ization of th counti In 1 4 the T rritory had contained 
but i 0·ht n coun i ; in 1 0 th ta e had forty-nine. 
Th numb r had in r a d to nin t - ven in 1 60- only 
two 1 than wer found in th tate in 1 0. 43 

Thu b 1 6 Iowa had c mpl t 1 emero-ed from the 
obli ion to hi h Kearn 7 an l th r had con io-ned it forty 
y ar earli r an l had b com on of th pro p rou tate 
of the n10n. 

MILLS COLLEGE 

MJLLS CoLLEGE CALJFORNIA 

RDI AL GoonWI 

4.3 tatistics of the Population of the nited tates at the Tenth CenStts, 
Vol. I, p. 59. 


