
[The following pap r by Profe or chmidt wa read befor th Am rican 
Ili tori cal . oc iation in Philadelphia on D c mb r 27, 1917. Prof or 

chmidt i pr paring a ompreh n iv hi tory of agricultur in Iowa for fu tur 
publication by Th tat Ili torical o iety of Iowa.- EDITOR ] 

John tuart 
ion of th attitud 

uth durirw h 

wrot , in r cordincr hi impr -
f Eno-land toward th orth and the 

ar tha th inatt ntion habi ual 
with Eno-Ji hm n t wha v r i er ino- n in th world ut-
id th ir own i lan 1 mad th m pr f undl. i f 

all th ant c d nt f th i m mio-ht 
hav appli d with qual fairn t th \.m rican 
p on th Y f th pr nt o-r at world , a r. P-
arat d fr m h affair of cJUI' p th . had 1 v lop d a 
pr vin iali m in th ir utl k and habit f hinkino- whi h 
t n 1 1 t mak h m blivi u to h a{)' -1 110' rivalri an 1 
ambiti n f th a i n f th aYor d by 

0Taphy and b th d licat balanc w r in Europ 
which had r r Y nted int rf r n in th affair f th w t-
rn h mi ph r , th y had com t 1w 11 wi h omplac ncy 

on th up ri rity of _\.m rican in tituti n. an 1 n th 
tiny of th r publi wh n udd nl. th y w r b wild r d 
b~~ th O'r at w rld atacly m with wh w r 

1 For a brief di cu ion of t he importane of agricultu r in merican hi -
tory, s e th writ r ' pap r on The J~co11omic History of A merican Ar,ric-ulturc 
a a Field for tudy in Th Mis, 1., ippi T'allcy Tl 1storical R cne11•, Vol. ITT, 
pp. 39-49. 

2 :'.\!ill 's Autobiography, p. ~69. 

400 



"\YU._, T TT • I l l I. t I YI 

nly Ya<Yu ly familiar and th ultimat purp . , 
h y littl un l r. t d. 

whi h 

ml nt arnl "rit<'r of .. \ m ri an hi torv r fl in,r th 
a ti ud f th p lun :imilarly ·ho,,n an in lina i n 

t tak a ra h r narr " ancl J r vin •ial vi , of < nr national 
an1l hu - a n ·i l ration of th <: ·tc rnal 

whi h lu · ion cl ur cl v •lopmPn . Ji or •ign 
affair ha,· th n for not r c iv ,l tl ,jr Jr< port1011at<' 
. har m1 ha i: in h .·trnl~ f .. \m ri an lti tory. ► 'nrh 
r a m nt · ha h n a ·ord <l t nr for i•rn n lation ha 

t ncl <l rath r a c ntna h m r drama i 
poli ir and 1li1 loma y, all(} o n gl t, if 11ot to j,rnor , 

n mi ancl mm rcial f r "hi h have pin~· ,I a vc>1-y 
,i<Ynifi an rol in int rnational affair·. 

Th r c nt f the Tnit <1 , • a in o th 0 T a 

orl<l trucrgl f r h, pr rn1ti u f cl<'mocra i in.Jitu-

1 n mark a cl fini <l<'JHlf ur • from our tim -honor ,1 
I Ii y f i la ion. ur h rmor , it hrino- hom t th< 

hi torian th imp ra l\" > 11 d f h ,ling- tlw Wal nincr of 
h le R ar-_\clmiral :\f ah, n, wh \\'l'o ,, 1warl~· tw '11 y 

} ar O' , JU a thi .. ·a ion re tl he thr hold tow r1'1 
mpir , ha i i tim for n · to ahanclon our prcwin ial 

c titucl ancl t ak th larg r r th, lnng vi w of h' f r 

which hav ·hap ,1 cur national cl• tiny.=1 urn w p ition 
a a world l ow r f th fir. rank rP<tUir ,~ a h t r urnl r-

an<lin<Y f th . . m rd r that a hroa,1 a11<l far-

igh <1 at man hiy nm~' h hrough t h ar n th 
f rmulati n f th ... Ta i n '. for ign poli 1e in th futur . 

a .Iah:rn' Tiu Prn1Jl1m of ,l.·ia in Ha rp,r'. Sr.11 .lfn11thl11 Jfa(1a ~i111, Yo!. 

100, • farch. l !JOO, pp. 536-54i. Thi.· paper i. r •prinh•cl in <'hap er I of hi 

book on Tiu Pro1Jl, m of A. ia, puhli hed in 1900. I i. not ,,ithout il{nifiranr 

ha he "riting of thL foremo ·t :rnthoritv on hP influ net•~ of · a po" r in 
hi. tory have h n murh more wi,h•ly rearl in En:.!land and .Ta pun and on th• 

ron in nt of Euro1 han io thi ,·otmtry. 
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In directing attention to the tud of the hi tory of the for­
eign relations of the nited tate , con iderable emphasi 
hould be accorded to economic force hich in the past 

have had a profound influence on int rnational politic and 
diplomacy, and hich are to-day recoo-niz d a potent force 
in the world war. 

It is the aim of thi paper to empha iz the fundamental 
igni:ficance of wh at and cotton in the tudy of no-lo-
rn rican relation during on of the mo t critical period 

of our hi tor : the period of the i il ar. 4 In e ayino­
thi ta k it i propo ed: fir t, to determine the e tent to 
which Great Britain wa economi all dependent on the 
Am rican upply of the e two taple commoditie while the 

orth and South wer engaged in civil conflict; and, econd 
to inquire how far thi double dep nd nc on Am rica wa 
recoo-nized when int rvention in b half of th Confederac. 
wa most eriously thr atened. t ill th n b po ible to 
e timate th relativ influence of the e factor in deter-

4 For a general revi 1v of Anglo- merican relations during the Cfril War ee 
th following accounts: Fo ter's Centi1ry of American Diplomacy. Ch. X · Fish's 
American Diplomacy, Ch. X II; Johnson's America's Foreign R elations, Vol. 
III, Ch . XXI, XXII; Callahan's Diplomatic History of the outhern Conf ed­
eracy; Callahan's Diplomatic Relation of the onfederate tates with Eng­
land, 1861-1865, in the Annual Report of American H istorical A ociation, 
1 9 , pp. 267-2 3 · Davi 's Confederate Government, Vol. II, pp. 245--2 4, 
367-381; Dunning's The British Empire and the United tates, Ch. V; 
Ho mer' Appeal to Arms (The American Nation, Vol. XX), h. X; Hos­
mer's Outcome of the Civil War (The American ation, Vol. XXI), h ... ; 
Rhodes's History of the United States, 1850-187'7, Vol. III, pp. 415-434, 
503-543, Vol. IV, pp. 76-95, 337-394; Schouler's History of the United tates, 
Vol. VI, pp. 111-130 261-274, 424-436; Mor e's Abraham Lincoln, Vol. I, Ch. 
XI ; Lathrop's William H. Seward, hs. XVI-XX; torey's Charles umner, 
Ohs. XIII-XV· Adam ' Charles Francis A.dams, Ohs. I -.. III· Baker' 
The Works of William H. eward ( ew Edition), Vol. V. The la t named 
volume contains a diplomatic histor of the war for the Union. 
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official attitude toward th n10n 
and onfed rate gov rnm nt .5 

The onfed rac wa dep nd nt upon th<' out id , orld 
for man of it n itie . Th fir t probl m of th n10n 
o-o mm nt th r fore wa to cut off th commerce of th 

outh and th n exhau tion of the onfed rac , ould be 
onl a matt r of tim · wh rea with comm re op n, th 
1 ar "ould continue ind finit 1 with tr no- chanc that 
the onfederac would ultimat 1 b ictoriou . Th marn­
tenance of th blockade proclaim d b Pr id nt Lincoln 
on pril 19, 1 61, d p nd d fir t upon th fficiency of our 
nav · and econd, upon th n utralit of for i()"n nation . 
Th polic of the onf d rac , on the oth r hand, wa to 
br ak th blockad : fir t, b th u f priva e rino- v el ; 
and cond b T th aid of Europ an int rvention. 

5 That ympathy for the onfederacy was the prevailing ntiment among all 
cla e of people in England, except the laboring cla ses and a part of th 
middle cla s hi tory ha already clearly ho~rn. The influences operating to set 
the curr nt of opinion again t the nion government during the :first year of 
the war were as follow : 

(1) The privil g d clas e , that i , th nobility and the landed gentry, 
feared the rapid development of tl1e merican republi". They r garded its 
growing power and influence with ill-disgui ed di favor and pronounced it a 
tanding mena e. Their ympathie , on the other hand, were with the lave· 

holding ari tocracy, with whom they had a sentiment of fellowship. They 
looked upon the breaking up of the nion with plea ant anticipation . More• 
over the opinions of the e la s s were reflected in the mind of many who 
came into social relation with them. 

(2) The manufacturing cla es, dependent as they were on the outh for 
the great bulk of the cotton upply argued that the policy of fr e trade upon 
which Great Britain had ent r d would be be t ubserved by the triumph of 
the outh. The ~Iorrill tariff act of 1 61, though de igned for revenue rath r 
than for protection, further convinc d them of a purpo on the part of the 
Federal government to re trict Briti h importation into the nited tates. 
Furthermor , the orth po ses ed a merchant marine cond only to that of 
Great Britain. The continuanc of the war th refore met with the approval of 
the commercial cla es, o long as it bad the effect of driving merican com• 
merce from th eas and placing it und r the control of England. Engli h 
capital was con equently almo t a unit again t he nion ause. 

(3) The real nature and purpose of the struggle was not appreciated. 
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To accompli h th latt r obj ct th outh po d, a 
it b Ii v d an ff tiv con mic w ap n: nam 1 the cot-
ton mon poly which th r with th prom1 of fr 
trad w uld nabl 1 r at Britain' int rf r-
n in it b half. racy her f r , imm di-

atel n 1 avor 1 tiv u f hi w apon, Ly 
prohibiting th xportation and ind d ord rin th d -
tru ion of, cotton in rd r that it mio-ht brin°· pr ure 

up n the indu trial la and throuo-h h m upon th 
o-o rnm nt f ur r , hil att mp ino- to 

for io-n int rv nti n nf d racy nd av r d 
al m , 1 lation f th n utralit • la\\· of f untri 
to purcha full quipp l ir n- lad . hip abr ad f r th 

ome p ople r garded th war as a cont t for , tat right , and therefore 
ju tifi d by th R volution. Other eli v d th outhern p opl would b able 
to tabli h th ir ind p nd nc . The f 1 ral form of go,· rnmen wa re­
gard d a ill-adapt d to uch a train, and th national re our of the 1 orth-

rn tate wer unappr iat d until aft r 1 3. Th r wa th r for a wid · 
spread belief "hich at tim became almo t unh· r al, that th f cl ral union 
wa doomed o failnr . Liberal look d upon th war a a truggl for the 
p rp tuation of laYery, ba iog th ir argum at on th d claration of the F d-
ral go,·ernm nt at th b ginning of th war a announced by Pre id at Lin­
oln, e r tary ewarcl, and oogr , that th cont t wa a truggle for th 

th pre rvation of the Union and not for th abolition of or int rf r n • 
with. Javery i1 th outh rn tate . Whil ind ed th r ,, re om influ ntial 
l ader lik John Bright who anticipat c1 rnancipation a an in ,·i tahl on e­
quen of th war, thi wa th xc ptiooal b Ii f ratb r than th pr vailing 
view. 

(4) Ther wer al o ertain und rcurrent of opinion "hich w r t in 
motion again t th ·orth . Among them may b m ntion d th f ling that 
th F deral go,· mm nt had b n lacking in due re. p t for oth r atioo a. 
wa illu trate l by th iorn 1ou of :'lfe.·i o and I y th . t ud ~fanif to, although 
the fact r mained that thi criti i m wa l v 11 d at pro- lav ry admini tra­
tion . Then again, larg numb rs of our p opl had participat d in th 
Engli h-Irish contro,·er y, oft n "ith an offi ·ial, or s mi-official auction. Th 

m rican spirit moreov r, wa heid to he pre umptuou and boa. tful and thi 
did not it w II on Engli h n rv . l\r ntion, to , hould b mad of l adin 
j urnal , parti cularly The Times, which had a potent influ nc again t the 
l'nion. And in the fi Id of lit ratur , arlyl ,rot , and Dick n , took up th 
pen in def n of th onfed ra y. 

The variou in.flu n s w r rapidly t in motion ulminating at th time 
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d truction of or h rn c mm re . Ina much a Gr at 
Britain wa th 0 -r at cotton impor in()' and manufacturin()' 

ation of th orld and h cour of o h r ation w uld 
b lar()' 1 d t rmm d b Gr at Britain' fficial attitud , 
attenti n hould b n primaril to th atti u<l of EnO'­
land oward th h o b llio- r nt . r a Britain' r lation 
to th otton kin()'dom will b fir t c n id r d. 

of the Tr nt affair in a gr at xplo ion of f ling and the beginning of war­
like preparation again t the nit d tat . J oho tu art Mill wrote: "I con­
temp1at d the ru h of n arly the who] upp r and middle cla e of my own 
country ven tho who pa d for Lib ral , into a furious pro- outhern 
parti an hip; the workin la and om of th literary and sci ntific men, 
bein almo t the ole xc ption to th g n ral fr nzy.' ~fr. ~[ill xplained 
that there wa uch profound ignorance of th ant dent of th trug le that 
it wa not g nerally liev d in :Sngland for the fir t y ar or two of the war, 
that the quarrel wa on on ming Javery. "There were m n of high prin­
ciple and unqu tionable lib rality of opinion who thought it a di pute about 
tariff , or a imilated it to th ca in which th y wer aceu tom d to ympa-
thize, of a peopl tru ling for ind p nd ne . It wa my obviou duty, 
ai . Iill, "to b one of th mall minority who prote ted again t this p r-

,erted tate of public opinion .- Mill' Autobiography, pp. 26 , 269. 
The influence working in favor of th orth wer a fir t n gligible. The 

laboring cla e and a con iderable portion of the middl clas were fri nd of 
the nion but they w re without any appreciaLI infiuene in th governm nt. 
Repr nted in Parliam nt by John Bri h', Richard obden and William E. 
For t r, and in the field of literature by John tuart Mill, Thoma Hughe , 
Goldwin mith, and Tenny on their voice at la t came to b heard. Con­
fu ed at fir t a to the real i ue of the confl.i t , th y oon cam to look upon H 
a a tru le of d mo racy and fre labor a oppo d to cla privilege . In 
the meantim e onomic force ... Torthern wheat and outb rn cotton truggled 
for the ma tery in the fi ld of politic and diplomacy. 

Thi analy i of Engli h opinion on the merican ivil War i based on the 
following account : Rhodes s H istory of th nited tates, 1850-1877, Vol. 
III, pp. 503-520; Pi rce' Memoir and L etters of harles Sum11 r, Vol. IV, 
pp. 151-159 · Goldwin mith England and Am rica in th Atlantic Monthly 

ol. 14, pp. 749- 769; Gold win mith ' England and the War of ece sion in 
the Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 9, pp. 303-311. The Economi.st (London) and 
The Tim s (London) have al o been fr ly u d to determin the English 
temper toward the nion and the onfederacy. e pecially The Economi t, 
Vol. XIX, o. 944, ptember 2 , 1 61, pp. 1065-1067, for an ditorial on 
'' Engli h F el ing toward merica , and Vol. XXI, o. 1053, October 31, 
1 63, pp. 1209-1210, for an editorial on '' Engli h Opinion a Di tingui bed 
from Engli h ction on merican Que tions' . bile The Times was x-
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FLUEr E OF OTTO.i: ... LO-A fERI 

The rapid o-rowth of cotton manufacturinO' in Great 
Britain i on of th mo t r markabl chapt r in th hi -
tor of indu tr . Introduc d into no-land in the arly 
part of the v nt nth ntury, thi indu tr wa till in 
it infancy h n the m rican c loni tabli h d th ir 
ind p n fonc . Th indu trial r v luti n mark th udden 
ri e of cotton t fir t pla in th manufa turino- oft xtil , 
thu up r <lino- w ol whi h ha 1 rul d Briti h indu try 
inc the Iiddl ot n pr du ti n wa timulat d 

thr uo-hout th world parti ularly in th nit d ta 
and riti h · o rapidly from an annual aYeraO' 
of n arl '"',0 und for th y ar from lT' to 17 5 
to 56 0 0 and 15:.. 000, 0 p 0. B 
1 41 otton im rt ha 1 incr a ound 
an 1 in 1 61 th hi 0 ·h :fio-ur f 1,391 0 0 00 wa r a h d.7 

Th tton manufa tur of r at ritain quickly ro to 
u h imp rtan that b 1 4: th Briti h v rnm nt b. 

it formal adop ion f th p li y f fr tra 1 r co 0·niz d 
th c tton indu tr:T a th principal bu in f th ountry. 
J. R. c ull h WT t in 1 0 that th in 1u try ff r d 
'' an advantao- ou :fi 11 f r th a cumulation and mploy­
m nt of million up n million f capital and f thou and 

tr m ly ho ti! to th nion, The Economi t took a mor judi ial attitud 
though it fr ely pr diet d the ultimat tahli hm nt of th onf cl rary. It 
became the policy of th journal to roun l p ac ful mediation in ord r that 
the war might be p edily brought to a •lo but it vigorou ly oppo d forcible 
in ten cntion which would m an war with the 1 Torth. For a tatem nt of th 
attitucl of other journal see footnot in Rhod Hi, tory of the 11ited 

tatcs, 1 50-1 77, Vol. III, pp. 503-5w0. 

o For a brief k tch of the cotton manufac ur of 
cyclopedia Britannica (El ,. nth Edition), V l. II, 
long r a count of th earli r hi tory of thi indu try 
the otton Manufactur in Gr at Bntam; ?-.!c ulloch' 
( T w Edition, 1 50), pp. 450-466. 

r a Britain, e En­
pp. 2 1-291. For a 
e Bain s' History of 
omm rcial Dictionary 

1 ?-.Ic ulloch 's omm rcial Dictionary ( ... ew Edition, 1 50), p. 453; Buxton's 
Finance and Politics, Vol. I, pp. 275-277. 
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upon f , rkm n ! Th and 111u b 

hich a oni hin o- r ult ha n ach· , hav 

b n n of th main ur ur p w r : th ha v n-

tribut d in no c mm o ra1 Briti h 

to th hio-h an h 

Thi auth rit. "~ r cli-

pl in t li:IT r n 1 partm nl h m nu-

f n. t th ar a lcl cl th w rk r 
n l r pair f ma hin ry an no-ao- d in 

buil lino- r quir d to arr h tr fu~ 

ni h d ub i n f r 1, n 

coun ino- old and infirm p r n an 1 chil lr n wh 

p n nt nth 1 
Th f 11 1 m t ma1 

orowth f th · f th o on 

plan ation · of h impr Y m nt in tran p rtati n 
an 1 hippin°· th a cumula i n of a ital th nc ntrati n 
of populati n in th o-r at in lu tri· f En°·1anc1 
and th th mark t xtil : all 

1 xtile 

an 1 t a c ntua · n mi nc n 
thi indu try. tain h d n f ac-
tori containino- ov r pindl 1 om 
run b 300 0 hor pow r. 1 Th cott n manufa tur ", 
accordino- to The E cono111i t ' from th fir manipulation 
of th raw mat rial t h la t fini h b t w c1 upon i c n-
titut th mpl ym n an 1 furni. he th u t nanc of th 

~1cCul1och' ommerNal Dictionary (~ w Edition 1 50) p. 451. 

9 McCulloch ommerc-ial Dictionary (~ T w Edition, 1 50), pp. 457-45 . 

10 Hammond's The otton IndU,Stry in th Piiblications of the Ameriran 
Economic Association ( ew eri ) Part I, 1 97 p. 252. Profe or L oni 
L vi in a pap r r ad befor the tati tical o iety of London in 1 64 tated 
that Great Britain bad mor than twic a many spindl s a Frane , Ru ia, 

ermany, u tria, witz rland, Italy B lgium, and pain, which coll ctiv ly 

contain d only 12,100,000 pindles. 



0 IO JO R L F HI T RY AND P LITI 

laro- porti n of th population f Lanca hir North 
h hire, and Lanark hir , of a con id rabl number of 

D rb hire L i ter hir , ottin ham hir , and ork-
hire and of catter d indu 1n veral oth r part of 

Eno-land, Ir land and cotlan 1. ino- fc ulloch e ti-
mat of 1 50 a a ba i , thi journal conclud d hat "if w 

tak int account th ub idiary trad and occupation 
coal min , machin , ork r Tc and add all th un mplo d 
fami}i of th ,Yorkm n' 1 wa af t conclud that 
nearly 4 000,000 p r on w r d p ncl nt for th ir dail ., 
br ad upon th cotton indu try. 11 

Th bearin of the fact on th tu 1 r f no-lo- mer­
iYil War can r a 1il. b und r-

tood wh n w com t n id r h xt nt t whi h 
Britain dr w h r cotton upply fr m th 
Durino- th f ur- ar p rio 1, 1 7- 1 60 in lu i-v , h Brit­
i h con umpti n of tton am unt 1 to 9 ~ '"'00 bal of 
'Nhi h 7,140 000 bal , or 7 . p r c nt am from the 

n1 1 tat .12 urm th y ar 1 60 whi h wa a n r-
mal y ar import t 5 70 bal f whi h 2 5 0 700 
bal r 76.6 p r c nt w r imported fr m th nited 

tat Th r aind r r 7 5 0 bal , am from oth r 
countri : th a t In · furni hino- 1 p r nt and 

0:ypt Brazil and th , upplyino- in th main 
th oth r 7 p r cent. It will th r f r be n that r at 
Britain upply wa drawn almo t ntir ly fr m m nca 
an 1 that a va t p pulati n wa l p nd nt f r a livino- on 
th otton in 1u try. Th ar h fa t ,d1ich xplain 

11 Editorial on '' The Di ruption of the nion a it would ff c England ' 
in The Economi t (London), "\ ol. XI , • To. 90 , ,January 19, 1 61, pp. 57-59. 

12 The Eco11omi t (London) Vol. XIX • To. 90,, January 19 1 61 pp. 
57, 5 . 

1s IIammond The otton I ndu try in the Publicatw11 of the American 
Economic A, soczation ( T w eri s) Part I 1 97, p. 261. 
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wh the outh attached o much importanc to the cotton 
monopol 14 It wa :firml b li v d that Great Britain wa 

wholl depend nt on American cotton that in th vent 
of a war betwe nth orth and the uth, no-land would 
interf r in b half of the latt r to k p open her ourc of 
uppl ; and that int r enti n would in turn pr cipitate a 

conflict betwe n r at Britain and th nited tate which 
would in ur the triumph of th onf d rac . 

Th e tabli hm nt of an ff cti-ve blockade of he outh-
ern port b th n10n na udd nl thr at n d the no--
li h manufactur r with a cotton famin .15 Importation 

14 For an excellent tatem nt of th ab olute reliance which the outh placed 
on the cotton monopoly, e the bi toric pe ch of enator Jame H. Hammond 
of outh Carolina on }.farch 4, 1 5 quoted at length in cherer's Cotton as a 
World Power, pp. 235-242. ee al o Wilson Ri e and Fall of the lave Power 
in America, ol. II, pp. 54 -550, for excerpts from thi speech. Hammond 
declared that no ration dar d to make war on cotton. " ithout firing a 
gun, without drawing a sword,'' he said, '' hould they make war on u we 
could bring the whole world to our feet. . . . what would happ n if no 
cotton were furni bed for three year i . . . . England would topple head­
long and carry the whole civilized world with her, save the outh. o, you 
do not dare to make war on cotton. Jo pow r on arth dares to mak war 
upon it. Cotton is King '. To Francis Lieber, enator Hammond wrote on 
April 19, 1 60: '' I firmly believe that the lave-holding power of the outh is 
now the controlling power of the world - that no other power would face us 
in ho tili y. Cotton rice, tobacco, and naval stores command the world; and 
we have sen e to know it, and are ufficiently Teutonic to carry it out succe s­
fully. The rorth without u would be a motherless calf, bleating about and 
die of mange and starvation.''- Quoted by Rhodes in his History of the 

nited tates, 1850-187'7, Vol. II, p. 440, from Life and Letters of Francis 
Lieber, p. 310. 

'' Had it not been for the reliance which the architects of the Great Rebel­
lion placed on cotton a a means of obtaining revenue, it is doubtful if the 
war would have been undertaken.''- Hammond' The Cotton Industry in the 
Publications of the American Economic Association ( ew eries) Part I, 
1 97, p. 257. 

1s For a consideration of the effects of the cotton famine see Arnold's His­
tory of the otton Famine; dams 's Charles Francis Adams, h. XIV; Pal­
grave's Dictionary of Political Economy, Vol. I, pp. 439-441; cherer's 
Cotton as a World Power, h. 56; Buxton's Finance and Politics, ol. I pp. 
277-2 0. 

YOL. XVI-27 



410 row J R L F III T RY \ D LITI 

from m n a cl clin cl fr m .... 5 0 '"'00 bal 1n 1 60 to 
1, 41,600 bal in 1 only 0 bal in 1 6~ 16 

in whi h ar ih · h i 0 ·ht thouo-h 

it n inu d w 11 int th y ar 1 rao- I iv rpo 1 
pri r mi 1dli o· Jlarn1 t r a r m 5. 7 p nee 

p r p un 1 in 1 1 .:-37 ~, an 1 finally r ach cl 
2,... .1'"' p nee in 1 6-t 17 :MilL ,,, r c n p ra-

tiv ,v r thro,vn ut f mpl ym O p opl 

w r d p n 1 nt np n pul li harity. 1 c ntribution 
pour cl in from In lia, ana la .... \.u ralia and al o from 
N ,v rk it~T · whil th um of 1:... 00 00 wa di trib-
u 1 am no- th di, tr 1.1 

It wa in th mid t f i tton famin tha ther ap-
p ar 1 to b r al clanQ,· r f int rY n i n. Th hop that 

th war wonl 1 be of h rt 1urati n wa di p 11 <l, an 1 the 
manufa turing ancl mm rcial la lamor 1 for r c o-_ 

nition of ih nf d ra y in rd r that th mig;h 
p dily h br ught t a lo. . L rd al Prim 
fini t r) and Earl Ru 11 ( Iini, ter f F r i 0 ·n ffair ) 

, riou, l~T n, id r 1 r0 ognition. Par1iam nt took up h 

tt n ituation arn1 1 hat c1 th f a il ilit~T of r oo-mzmg 
th ind rend nc of th onf d ra y. 20 R o·nition im-

10 Ila mm nd' The otton I11dustr]1 in th Publication of the American 
Economic A. ~ociation (:N" w , ri ) , I art I, 1 97, p. 261. 

17 Ilammond' The ot/on Indu try in th Publications of the American 
Economic ,1s,ocia/1011 ( 1 ew ri s), Part I, 1 n7, App ndix I devoted to 
'' tatistic of the otton Production and Trade of th nitecl tate from 
17 4 to 1 97. ' 

1 
'' r lief fund wa tabli hed and th numb r of p r on reli Yed, which 

in ,Tune 1 fL wa 129,774, in December, l 62 wa 1 5.434. Th number con­
tinued n arly as high till pril, 1 63, when it wa. 36J,07 . - Levi History 
of Bnt1sh Commace (, ·ond Edition 1 0), p. -146, note 5. 

l!l Adam 's Charles Francis dams, pp. 276, 277. 
20 Th parliam n ary 1 hat . on the r cognition of the ind pendence of th 

onfederary ar report cl in Ilan ard Parl iamentary flcbatc , Third rie , 
Vol. 16 , July 1 1 62 pp. 311 57 (Hou. of ommon ) ; ol. 169, )farch 



IIE T D OTTO D RI G I IL R 411 

pli d int rv ntion and the br akin of h blockad , which 
would r 1 a e ri an cotton for hipment to England,21 

an l thu reli th di tr d mill owner and operative 
and brin()' about a ()' n ral m rcantil trade r i al. 

Lord ampbell argued in the Ilou e of mmon that 
recoQ'niti n would b of int r t to th cotton manufac­
tur r . II tat d that it had b n r port d to him by r d­
ibl authori ie that th outh rn plant r had during the 
pr vi u ear b 0 ·un to 0Tow cotton in anticipation of r c­
ognition and that they ha l plow d it under wh n th ir 
hop expir d. H cont n l d th r for that the fir t and 
mo, t important rea on for acknowledcin°· th ind pend nee 
of the onf d racy wa th Lan a hir di tr s, which 
would xp ri n no r li f until cott n ro in abundance 
an l f 11 in price · and that r ult, h aid could hardly be 
cxpec el to occur until th n l of th war. In r pl o the 
ar()'um nt that th d fi i ncy hould be upplied by encour­
ao-ing th production of India co ton Lord ampbell d -
clared that "no man conver ant with p litical conomy, 

23, 1 63, pp. 1714-17 41 (IIou e of Lord ) ; Vol. 171, .Tune 30, 1 63, pp. 1771-
1 41 (Hou e of Common ) ; ol. 172 July 13, 1 63, pp. 661- 673 (Hou e of 
Commons). The Iowa ate Law Library (located in th tate apitol in De 
.Ioine ) is one of a v ry f w libraries in thi country whi<'h is fortunate 
enough to po e a complet se of the e debates. Th writer is indebted to 
Mr. . .T. mall, Law Librarian, for courtesi s which have facilitated the 
preparation of this paper. 

21 There were no r liable crop stati tics for the South during the war, but 
the estimate of the period show that a considerable amount of cotton had 
accumulated during the year 1 61 and 1 62. The British consul at harle ton 
es imated in Augu t, 1 62, that there were 2,500,000 bales of cotton then on 
hand in the outh, and tha the crop of 1 62 would probably total 1,500,000 
bales. Of thi amount but 50,000 bales sue<' sfully ran the blockade, thus 
leaving, according to thi timate 3,950,000 bale available for distribution. 
- The Economist (London), Vol. XX, o. 1001, :N"ovember 1, 1 62 p. 1207. 
The Commercial and Financial hronicle plac d the timate of cotton pro­
duction during the war much higher. ee Hammond s The Cotton Industry in 
the Publications of the American Economic Association ( ,. ew erie ) , Part I, 
1 9i, p. 259. 
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suppo e that cotton crop will tart into exi tence in other 
portion of th world while an avalanche of 4 000 000 bales 
impend u on the market from rica.' 22 

The Marqu of lanricard attack d the leo-itimacy of 
th F d ral blockad of the outhern port 23 ba ing hi 
aro-um nt on the Declaration of Pari ,24 which d clared that 
blockad t be 1 gal mu t be eff ctiv . H r ad a lett r 
from a merchant of an he t r tatino- that th American 
blockad had b en run b four hip which in le than 
four month had made ev nteen ucc ful journ carry­
ing in L..,O 000 pound t rlino- worth of Briti h o-ood and 
takino- out 200,000 pounds terling worth of cotton. One 
teamer alon , it a reported, had run throuo-h the 
harl ton blockad with a car 0 ·o of 750 bale of cotton 

and 500 barr 1 of ro in. 25 1r. Ru ell di mi ed thi 
m nt b r min lino- the arqu that the nit d tate 
had n t ratifi d the Declaration of Pari and that und r 

22 Hansard 's Parliamentary Debates, Third Series, Vol. 169 arch 23, 1 63, 
pp. 1716, 172 . 

2s For a r port of the d bate in the Hou e of ommons on the blockade of 
the Southern ports, see Han ard s Parliamentary Debate , Third eries Vol. 
165, arch 7, 1 62, pp. 115 -1230 1233- 1243. 

u The D daration of Paris wa igned on pril 16, 1 56 by all the power 
represented at the Congre s: England, France u tria, Ru ia ardinia, 
Turkey, and Prussia. It provided that: (a) private ring i and remain 
abolished; (b) the neutral flag covers nemy's goods, with th exception of 
contraband of war; ( ) neutral goods, with th ·ception of contraband of 
war, are not liable to apture und r an enemy's flag; and ( d) blockade , in 
order to be binding mu t be ff tive; that is to say, maintained by force 
sufficient really to pr vent acce s o the coast of th n my. The countries 
not represented at the ongres wer invited to sign, and mo t of them did so 
before the nd of the year ; but th United tates held out, ba ing her objec­
tion upon the idea that, inasmuch a we did not po e a larg navy, the 
right to fit out privateer should be r tained until th apture of privat 
enemy property at ea was aboli bed. Her hey 's Es ential.s of Interna­
tional P1iblic Law, pp. 73 7 4, not 49 · and oore 's International Law Digest, 
pp. 561-5 3. 

25 Han ard 's Parliamentary Debates, Third eri s, Vol. 171, June 15, 1 63, 
pp. 7 0. 
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imilar circum anc EnO'land had blockad "the whole 
coa t of Franc from Br t to Dunkirk· an wh n w w r 
at war with m rica, w9 pr claim d a blockad of not le 
han ... 000 mil of coa t · and if\ our Iv h 1 leO'i imate 

a blocka of _oo mil of oa t w hould till . . . . 
if w w r at war with th 
blockad wa al O'itimat on . " r. Ru" 
that b for takinO' an action it w uld b 
d v lopment in Am rica.2c 

furth r 
er o aw it 

The Parliam ntar bat n th qu 10n of int rf r-
enc in th ncan ruO'o-1 n r d it final tao- n 
Jun O 1 6 wh n Mr. Ro buck introduc d hi r olution 
callinO' for h r co niti n f h ind p nd n e of th on­
f d rac . In d fen f thi r olu .ion, r. Ro buck 
arO'u 1: fir t ha a laro- portion f th p pulation w re 

uff rinO' in n qu nc of th c tton famin ·" cond, 
that th 1m ha com for th r COQ"Ili i n f th Conf d-
rac b cau it had vindicat d th ri 0 ·ht to be r COO'-

niz d · and hird ha th ou h rn p opl ,; er b th 
con inuanc of th war b in dri n to b c m a manufac­
turinO' nation, pr ducinO' th ir wn wo 11 n cott n and iron 
manufactur , which would fo t r a prot cti y t m and 
hu d roy h mark t for Briti h o-o d . n th th r 

hand int rv nti n w uld b r ciprocat d by fr trad and 
th Briti h mark t \ ould b r tained. "Th about 
lav ry" he con inued, i hypocri and cant. hall 

do no harm to h bla k man if w adopt my Re olution. " 27 

But recoo-nition of the onfed rac wa complicat d by 
oth r qu tion . Ru 11 defined th po ition of the O'OV rn­
men on th merican que tion b xplaininO' that Eno-land 

20 Hansard 's Parliamentary Debates, Third eries, Vol. 171, .June 15, 1 63, 

pp. 3, 4. 
21 Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Third eries, Vol. 171, .June 30, 1 63, 

pp. 1776, 17 0. 
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had n ver taken part in intervention , except '' in behalf of 
th independenc , fr edom, and w lfare of the o-reat portion 
of mankind' ; that no intere t d eply as they might affect 
Eno-land ould induce the gov rnment to interfere, e cept 
" in th cau e of liberty and to promote the freedom of 
mankind''; that En land a the champion of free in titu­
tion could not afford to tak an tep which would involve 
the recoo-nition and perpetuation of the in titution of 
la ery; and that o far a he wa concern d he hoped 

"with re 0 ·ard to thi ivil War in erica" that the gov-
rnment mio-ht be able to continu an "impar tial and neu­

tral cour '' 2 

gain, reco 0·nition of the onfederac would con titute 
a plain violation of int rnational law. Thi iew of the 
que tion wa w 11 tated a follow b The Economist on 
July 4th, when the Roebuck Re olution wa b fo r th 
Hou e of Common : 

Two condition , and two only are nece sary for a ju t recogni­
tion : - first that the future xi tence - not onl the pre ent 
m n tary life, but th indefinite future continuanc of the new 

tate - hould be really and truly certain; next, that the recogni -
ing tat ha no ini ter by-thought that , arp it judgment. 
recognitio11 from partiality to the insurgent - a prema ure r cog­
nition while the e i tence of th eceding tate is a et in ecure 
and unreliable - is a g od ca us belli to the r iduary State again t 
the recogni ing State. 29 

The Econ01nist went on to how that n ither of the two 
ondition wa a plicable to th American que tion,30 an 1 

2s Han ardJs Parliamentary Debates, 'l'hird eries, Vol. 169, March 23, 1 63, 
pp. 1740 1741. 

20 Editorial on '' The Common ense of International Law'' with special 
referen e to the question of ''Recognition''.- The Economi t (London), 'i ol. 
XXI, No. 1036, July 4, 1 63, p. 732. 

30 '' .i:Tow, if such be the law r gulating recognition. the application of it to 
the case of the Conf derate tates i v ry clear. You have only to hear the 
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that r cornition \\ oul l th r for con titut a ju t cau of 
war on th part of th orth a 0 ·ain t En land. Th writ r 
furth r pr ed hi f ollo 

neutral we ann r cogni th onfedera y whil it onl 
may be independ n whil i ind p ndence i only on vent in a 
ho t of probabilitie while it i only in Pale. · celebrated phra , 
'one gue among man ' : if w do o, w help it to b come inde­

pendent· w mak that parti ular olution of vent more likel. 
than it wa. b for . n utral w an nly r ognize a n w tate 
when i must be independent, for th n w can neith r aid the 
acqui ition of that ind p nd nee or pr vent it. 

Y n if EnO'land did r coO'nize th ind p nd nc of the 
onf d racy it wa '' ver dubiou wh th r the ffect of 

r co ·nition would not b to prolonO' th war which it i 
ouO'ht to terminat . Th mo t na ural termination would 

b cau ed b the d lin of th warlik pirit in th orth, 
and th in rv nti n of no·land woul 1 mor than an 'thing 
1 'Cl and fan thi pirit ju t wh n all oth r nL 

and the id nt diminution in th probability f ucce 

o nition , continu d th ,Tii r, '' would th r -
for wh n the ubj ct i xamin d, be a br ach f int r-
national law withou n th ba pond-
inO' adYantaO' . It woul l n t r li our manufacturin 
di tric . If w cho to interven b. war, to br ak th 
blocka le to r at th outh' a w er at 1 B lgium and 
a w w houl l at 1 a t O'ain much. But 

pl ading of the aclvoea e for it of )fr. Roebuek or • fr. p nee. They ay 
recognition will put an end to the civil war, and th c ation of the war is a 
plain good to England. This i only saying in other words 'we will aid thL 
in urgent tate again t their old oYernment: the two partie being at pre -
en fighting with ome approach to equality, w will interfere o a to de troy 
that quality: th pre ent und cidedne of the truggle is to b our rea on 
for tepping in to decid it, and ther cannot be according to the principle 
laid down, a wor e rea on: it i the exact r a on why we hould not st p in." 
- The Economi t (Lonclon) Vol. XXI, ,. o. 1036, ,Tnly 4, 1 63, p. 732. 
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the obj ction to thi cour are o man and o ob iou · 
that no one cv n pr po it. ' 31 

But th r coo-nition f th onf dera y wa uro- d to b 
impracti abl not onl b au it would in all probabilitv 
pr cipitat a conflict with th orth but al o becau e ther 
w r mor f a ibl m hod f r t mporaril r Ii vino- h 
cotton ~ ituation until th merican upply hould b com 
availabl . arly a J anuar , 1 61 Th Econonzi t 
all d att n ion to th di a trou ff t whi h civil war in 

America would hav on th tt n manuf actur and trad 
of r at Britain but pr li t d that th ff ct would b 
r du l by d o-r in variou wa . In th fir t place, a 
o-r at timulu woul l b giv n to th alr ad a, ak ned 
a tivity of riti h m r bant in pr urino- uppli f raw 
mat rial fr m r o·ion tha w r nly th n ju t b o-innincr 
to b th ucrb of but fr m wh nc und r uffi i n pr ur 

quantiti mi 0 ·ht within a r a nably hort 
tim pr ur 1. In lia, 1 gypt, Brazil, \.u tralia th 
\\ t a t f \.fri a, and ia Iinor would b abl t 
upply a on id rabl porti n of th cl fi i n y au d by 

th uttino- ff of \.m rican c tt n . n rdinar tim 
In lia al n uppli 1 a on i l rabl am unt, a wa hown 
by the ohon r ipt of 1 -7 wh n thi r cri n nt 6 0 00 

bal to Englan l th r li tri t 00 bal . 
n 1 r xh a rdinary pr ure and in lu m n , ndia 

Ecrypt, Brazil and oth r r ion w ul<l b abl o uppl a 
thir l m r than in 1 ,.,7 r ab ut 1 :..00 bal whi h 
would b qual to on -half of th total con ump i n ( af r 
1 du ti ~·p rt ) in 1 6 . 

In th n l pla a con id rabl onomy would a 
n ff ct d un l r th in.flu nc of th high rat of 

pnc by a n ral t n 1 ncy of manufactur r t ward the 

31 Th Economi t (London), ol. X I, ~ o. 1036, July 4, 1 63 p. 732. 
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production of th fin r fabric . Thi po ibilit. , a di -
cu ed a follow : 

1anufacturer who now u e weekly 100 bale , could ea ily by 
turning to finer fabric reduce th ir con umption to 70 or 75 bale . 

'' Dome tic '' a they are alled, or trona cotton clo h 
and hirting , and coar e yarn would be di couraged; and, as their 
price approach d mor nearly to that of lin n and woollen fabric , 
would be to a con iderable xtent uper eded by them. Thi would 
cau e an in rea e in the production of the latt r article , and a 
consequent increa ed demand for work-p ople · and by thi proce 
a con iderable number of the hand thrown out of work in the 
cotton trade would be ab orb d and the uffering to the operative , 
though not the lo to the ma ter would be greatly mitigated.32 

The e two m a ur for indu trial reli f r ceived nou 
con ideration a the cotton famin became mor acut and 
th hope for an arl t rmination of th war wa aban­
don d. It wa ur · d at con id rable len ·th that pecial 
ncoura ement hould be giv n to th production of India 

cotton.33 But India cotton, known b it trade name a 
" urat", wa of an inferior qualit a compared with th 

merican product, whil the co t of production, includin()' 
tran portation from th interior, wa con id rabl hi()'h r.34 

32 The Economist (London), Vol. XIX, o. 90 , January 19, 1 61, pp. 57-
59. 

33 For an extended inquiry into the problem of increasing the supply of 
India cotton, ee Han ard's Parliamentary Debates, Third Series, Vol. 167, 
June 19, 1 62, pp. 754-793; Vol. 16 , ugu t 1, 1 62, pp. 1063-1077; Vol. 172, 
July 3, 1 63, pp. 17 237. ee al o The Econ-0mist (London), Vol. XX, o. 
961 January 25, 1 62, pp. 5, 6, for an excellent article on "India ver us 
Ameri an cotton: th real tate of the ase '. 

34 "The fibre of the Orlean cotton i much longer, more even, and more 
ilky than that of urat. It is u ually also much cleaner. o much of the 

Surat cotton falls down as dirt. or flie off as duct and flock, in the proce s of 
working it into yarn, that a pound of it makes much les yarn or cloth, than a 
pound of Orleans. Being horter in fibre, al o, it r quire more twisting to 
give it the r quired trength and therefore cannot be made into yarn so fast. 
From the e two causes, its value to the manipulator is n ver more than two­
thirds that of an equal weight of its American rival,- and never can be more 
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It could no , , comp t with the outh rn tapl . 
"'\ hil India · o-ht b ncourao- d to upply th defici nc ~ 
au db t uth rn blockad n o-Ii h capitali t natur-

ally he itat d t mak h a y inv m nt in India cotton 
fi Id ; and manufac ur r w r r lu tant to in itute ex­
p n iv han in machin ry f r th utilization of th a t-
rn tapl . Th y r aliz d th fact that upon th t rmina­

tion of th war .Am rican ott n ·would in all probability 
r 0 ·ain it form r p ition f upr ma y in th Bri i h 

and thu oT at finan ial lo would b mcurr l 
b inYe tor in th India produc .36 

The 0 T ,,ino- indu trial di r , n verth 1 rv d a a 
timulu f r th o-ra lual tabli hm nt f n , an 1 xt nd­
cl ur of uppl . India in particular b o-an t r pon 1 

t n o-Ian 1 imp raiiv n 1 and t o th corr pon lin ·ly 
hi o-h r pri f r cotton. Tabl I h w that whil cotton 
imp rt from :\.m rica 1 lin 1 th imp rt from th r 

untri r e rapidly fr m 7 ... ,0 0 al t 1445 000 bale 

'\"\"hat ,, r improvem uts aud adapta t ion of mat'hin ry may b in t rodu •ed, o 
long as it quality ancl chara ·t r r main unalt r cl,- for not only i it quality 
inf rior, hu t it •haract r is p culiar.-The plain simple, ronc lu i, truth i 
t hat th American co ton has more in it t han t h I ndian .- T he Econom1 t 
(Londou), Vol. ~'., Xo. 961 January ~5, 1 6~. pp. 5, 6. 

3~ "L t u th r for look to I ndia for all th rotton it ran pare u ; 1 t u 
urg the natfre to improY th , quality and condition of th ir p roduct - for 
that i alw:i • worth their whil ; 1 t u pr fo r ward a much a po ihle the 
improYem n f th ir ri, r and t heir road ,- for t he t h ing \\ ill t 11 upon 
all article a. well a on cotton; let us purcha e, at '\"\"ha te,er pric \\·e can 
afford to pay, this indispen ·able mat rial from Eg:q>t. from Brazil, from 
Au tralia, from ,Jamaica, and from th Gold oa t; but do not let u wa te 
mean in fo ·tering or forcing artifidal inclu trie., and do not I t u d lud 
our. eke into thr b 1i f tha as long a Ameri a encl u · cotton at all i will 
not ·upply u h aper and tt r than any oth r coun ry ,- for 1t 1, out,1 not be 
true.' - The Eco11om1 t (London), Vol. X~', • To. 9fi, .January 25, 1 6:1, p. 6. 
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FROM UNITED TATES 

BALES 

FROM OTHER OU TRIE 

YEA.R 

2,5 0 700 
1 41600 

BALES 

7 5,000 
1,194,000 
1 0 
1 0 

19 , 00 2 
462 000 

in 1 :... and 1 9 ..., 0 0 bal in 1 6 :finally r achinO' th hiO'h 
:fi.O'ur of 7 al in 1 64, whi h quall d th import 
from the tat r f ur-fif h f th total import 
from all countri in 1 nth m , ntime the in lu rial 
~ituation wa furth r r li Yed b. x n ion f th ]in n and 
wo 11 n indu n 37 Thu hil in lu trial di tr till 

ss Hammond's The otton Indu try in th Publications of the merican 
Economic A sociatio11 ( ew erie ) , Part I, 1 97, p. 261. 

"~ Ir. H nry hworth, peaking at th annual meeting of the Manche t r 
hamber of ommer<'e, 30th January 1 65, aic1: 'Th quantity of cotton 

con um din 1 60 wa valu d at £34,000,000. Last year (1 4) for a quantity 
probably not xce ding one-half what "\\C rec ived in 1 60, we had to pay, in 
round numb r, £ 0,000 000. In 1 60 our con umption was one billion eighty­
thre million pound . In 1 64 it wa five hundred and sixty-one million 
pound or about fifty-one per c nt. of th former year. But th inferiority 
of the material r quired much more ~abour; h nee the fifty-one per cent. of 
cotton con um d required from ixty to venty per cent. of the hands to work 
it up. In 1 60 .American cotton furni bed fiv day ' labour out of six in 
e,ery week; in 1 64 it did not furnish enough for half a day per week. In 
1 60 we paid for Indian cotton £3,500,000 and in 1 6 nearly £40,000,000. 
The quantity had increa ed two and a half times (from two hundr d and 
fourte n million pound to five hundr d and thirteen million pound ) , and the 
pric bad incr ased ten or ele,Ten tim . ' ' '- Quoted from atL Facts nf 
the otton Famine in dams Trans-Atlantic Historical olidarity, p. 123. 

37 This i bown by a compari on of xpor s of linen and woollen pi ce 
good during the even y ars preceding the cotton famine (1 55-1 61) with 
the ,en year which include this p riod. Export of linen good increased 
from an annual av rage of 131,23 ,504 yard for the years 1 55-1 61, to 
210,304 491 yards for the year 1 62-1 6 : an incr a of 79,065,9 7 Jards 
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continu d, bu m 
numb r of p o 

er a and th mic 
th ican tru 
am tim , th d t n of 

Britain m r hant a m 

impro mat rially, th 
upon public charity d -

it for int rf r nee 1n 
f lt t b le acut . t th 

rapi 11: d Y 1 · in pit f th 

an hippino- o-a Gr a 
f h rad which wa 
uttino- off o the on-

f l r ni n bl kad . 

~ inall. , m nti n h uld b ma l of J hn Brio-ht and 
Ri har l obd n wh ontinually k pt b th p opl 
th fact tha th ir ic w 11-beino- a w 11 a th cau e 
of 1 m ra y w uld b promot d 1. • riumph f h 

rth. Th tw p pular 1 acl d th ma 
m r at o-ath rino- th on · ti n, and r mind rl 
th m tba th n . upply f th • 1 u h w uld b much 
b tt r e ur d by fr lab r than by la,T lab r. • aid fr. 
Bno-ht in Jun 1 6 : 

I maintain tha with a np1 ly of otton mainly d riv d from the 
uth rn ~ tat . , and mainly rai d hy . lav labor two thin ar 

indi. putabl : Fi t, that th upply mu. t alway. b in nffi ient; 
and rcond, that i mu. t al way b in. e nr .- I maintain and I 
beli v my opinion will b upported by all tho. m n who are 
mo t conv i ant wi h meri an affai . - tha with lav ry abol­
i hed, wi h freedom firmly tahli h d in th , outh you would find 
in t n yea to rom a rapicl inc ·ra. in h rowth o ott n and 
not only would it growth b rapicl, bu it p rman n in r a 
would b . nred.- Th r i. 11 O'r at r rn my to Lan a. hir to it. 

or fi0.2 p r cen . Expor . o wooll n goods during th same p riod increa d 
from an annual aYera;{ of 16 ,747, 93 yard to 245,091, 34 yard. : an in­
crea. of 76,343,941 yard or 43.2 p r <' nt Th imp tu gh-en to th Jin n 
indu try i forth r . hown by " h fac tha "hi! t th r \\ r in 1 5 , only 
91,646 acre. trnder fla.' in Ireland, th ar a 10crea d in 1 64 to 301,. 42 
acr . ' '- Palgrav'' Dict;o11ary of Political Ecm1011111, Vol. I, pp. 440, 441. 

abov not I , Af r pril, 1 63, h number of p r on d pend n 
upon public charity '' fell mon hly ill 1 fi,1 wh n h xc _ di appear d.' -
L ,·i' Hi. tory of omm re , roncl Edi on, 1 0), p. 446, no 5. 
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capital and to it labor, than the man who , i b th otton agri­
culture of the outh rn tat , t be on inued under lave labor.a9 

tton wa h co-

nomic ba i for no-land' ul r -parti an np th for th 
outh, culmina ino- in thr a n d r c o-niti n f h n-

f d rac , the followino- factor contribui in ar ing tl -
r to h d ci ion f rnm nt t r main n utral 

in h conflict. 
In th fir t plac r c m 1 n f he onf d r c.T involY d 

h r coo-n1 1 n an p rp tuati n of th in tituti n of 
la ry whi h would b in n i n wi h th tabli hed 

polic of th Eno-li h nt n t t int rf r in th 
civil di n 1 n f for io-n at xcept t pr m t th 
cau of lib rt and fr dom thr u()'hout th w rl 1. ()'am, 
reco!1'1li ion w uld con itu a plain -violation of int rna-
ional law : fir t b cau 'th ind finit futur continu-

anc of th onf d rac ' wa unc rtain a t mak the 
r co n1zrncr w r a par 1c1pan in h lpino- th new tat to 

ta li h it ind p nd nc ; cond b cau e r cocrnition, ac-
ompani d b. a ini t r by-th ugl1t whi h warp it judO'-

m nt w uld b pr matur an 1 th r for a o d ca 'll 

belli on h par f th r i luar. tat ain t -
n1zm tat · and hird b cau r oo-ni ion would n t Y n 
ha th ba m ri of a orr pondin()' advantao-e namel. , 
th r li f of h manuf acturin di trict , ina much a it 
would in-volv th ri k of war with th nit d tat wi h 
th r ul hat h tru 1 hich r cogniti n oucrht t 
terminat woul 1 b pr lono- 1 rather than hort n d. 

M r o r it will b n b. on ulting Table I that while 
rican co ton imp r d cline :I., import from oth r 

oun n 1ncr a 1 rapidl. until in 1 :... ih yam unt l to 

ao cher r' Cotton a. a World Po w r, p. 2 2. ee al o Han ard' Parl ia-
mentary Debates, Third erie , Vol. 171, .Tune 30. 1 63, p. 1 30. 
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tw -fifth an 1 in 1 64 to four-fifth h total import m 
1 . Th importation xt n ion f 
th wooll n and linen indu tri . br uo-h con idcrabl r lief 
to th inclu trial la hu 1 nino· th c nomic nece -
it .. for interf r n e in th \ m rican quarr 1. It "'a Y n 

uro- d that ·with prop r nc urag m nt f th pr ducti n 
f ndia tton r a ritain woul 1 b m in 1 p n 1 nt 

of th merican . uppl_ but thi pinion wa not nt r­
tain d t an. mark d 1 °T . m ri an tton wa o u­
p ri r t any h r pr 1u t tha it wa b und to r o·ain it 
form r plac in th Briti h mark t up n th c n lu ion of 
ho tiliti . But a 1 no- a th war continu 1 India o t n 
uppli d t an in r a ing xt nt th cl .fi it au 1 l r th 
uttino- ff f th \ m ri an proclu t. Th . fa t w r 

1nl)T mpha. iz d i\ h n r oo-niti n of h cl ra y ,va 
pr p 1 a a r m cly for th ott n famin . inally, it 
,va uro- d hy rig-ht an 1 thcr that with n°·land . o 
larg· ly c1 p ncl nt on Anwri an tton th npply w uld 
unc1 r a . ~· t m f Jay labor alway b in uffi i nt n to 
ay in. ur · wher a with . lav rr aholi h 1 and fr <1 m 

r. tahli h c1 (i\·hi h woul 1 b h ineYitabl on. qu f 
th war if th ml atant. w r ] ft to th m lv ) t11 
• nth would in a f " ... y ar h ah] t in r a it 
pro,1uction uffici ntly t in. ur a p rman nt uppl 
Briti. h mill . 

I TFLl E. T E OF WHE \ T ox .\. T LO- DfERI .• T REL\ TIO"'\" 

"\Yhilf' th . r f r . w<'r all outributino- t th main-
t f 11 utrality Yan u. ao- nc1 w r mploy d by 

th t pr vrnt riti h r og-nition of th nf cl r-
a y. ag- n i . w r : fir t th clipl mati mi i n f 

harl . ~\dam wh , in op rati n with Pr id nt 
Lin oln arn1 • r tary • ward a horn an 1 with ,J hn 
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Bright and illiam E. or er in Eno·land, handled r­
ican affair o tactfull wh n h r app ar d to be r al 
dano- r of in rv n ion; ond, th Eman ipa ion Pro la-
mation, 1 hi h 1 ar d awa Bri i h mi con tion c n-
c rnin°· the r al natur and purpo of th trug()"l and 
c n in ed all cla that cl mocrac , a the fundam ntal 

· hird th militar ictorie of Jul ' 4, 1 63, 
whi h 0 ·a f th abilit of th rth if 1 ft t 
1 lf to pr r a Britain' 
d p nd nc n rth rn wh at which wa 0 T atly ace ntu-
at d durino· th p ri d of h cotton famin and whi h 
th r for op rat d a a ontributino- in.flu nc in k pino-
th riti h ·o rnm nt officiall n utr 1 whil th war wa 
in proo-r . "\ ith du r OQ'Ili ion f th art pla d by 
th fir t thr f th a 0 • n ie in h maint nanc f r at 
Bri ain n utralit th writ r d ir to 1ir ct p cial 
at ntion to a n id ration of th f urth influ nc , which 

m t hav b n con i t ntl rlooked by all tud nt 
of \.ncrlo- m rican r lation durino- thi riti al p riod. 

tt n ion th r for will n w b o-iy n to r at Britain' 

r lati n to th r al r o-ion of th r hw 
The in ·dom ha 1 b 1 60 b com a crreat wh at 

imp rtino· ountry. Th Indu trial Y lution had tran -
form d th ation from an a ricultural community xport­
incr Tain and liv tock into a manufacturino- tat 
p n 1 nt t a c n id rabl 1 o-re upon f r i 0·n ation for 
an ad quat fo d upply:rn lthou 0 ·h a~riculture had in­
d d xpand d and pr p r d aft r th cl of th ap -
1 ni war , 1u t ncl ur and th improv m nt in th 
te lmiqu f farm in · it had n t a a matt r of fact con-

40 ,rea Britain d finit l b ra~e a wheat-importing rountry in 1793.- e 

Proth ro 's Engli h Farming: Past and Pre ent, p. 26 . 
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tinu d o k p pa with th rapid indu trial d lopment 
f th country. P pulation m r ea 1 m r rapidl than 

did th upply of food tuff and th Bri i h I 1 w r 
comp 11 d to r 1 on for io-n importation to m t the an­
nually r curring deficit in h h m upply which, h r to­
f ore neglio-ibl had now b o-un to a um va t proportion . 
P rticularly wa thi tru in th ca f wh at: th fir t 
arti 1 f prim n ity in h f od c n umption of th 

nit d Kin o- 1 m. In r p ct t thi importan fo d produc 
ri i h a 0Ti ultur xperi n d a r tro r mov ment 

not onl fallin behind th r al n d of th people but 
a tuall~ upportino- a f , r numb r f pl in 1 60 than 
in 1 0. Th r p al of th orn Law 4 1 in 1 46 in r pon e 
to a opular d mand n th par of th indu trial cla 
for mor an 1 h ap r f d wa imm dia ly follow d by a 
rapi 1 incr a in h imp rtat i n f wh a an 1 flour. Im­
port incr a fr m an annual av rao- of 9 0 0 0 quart r 
f r th d ca 1 1 31- 1 41 t -,94 000 quart r f r th d c­
ad 1 41- 1 1, and finally r ach d th hio-h fio-ur of 
5 030 000 quart r f r th 1 ad ndino- with 1 61. 42 Th 

H For a hi t ory of th Engli h orn T rade and the orn Law e e p ially 
Proth ro English Farming: P a t and Pre c11t, h. II and Appendix III; 
L vi's H i ton of B rit i h omm rce I rond edit ion , 1 0), P art III, h. 

III, and Par t h . I, IV, reprinted in Rand Economic H i, t ory ince 
1763 (Fourth di t ion 1903), h. I ; Day' Ilistory of ommerce (New Edi-
t ion, 1916), h . X XXVI ; Ogg's Eco11omic D !'elopmt11t of M odern 
Europe, II ; lat r 's Making of Modern England, pp. 136-14 · 
Mc ullorh ' ommercial D ictionary (1T w dition 1 50), pp. 411-450. e 
al o Tr Yelyan' T he Lif of Jo hn Bright, h . IV, V V I, on T he Batt/ of 
t he Corn Law , con taining an xc llent account of t he orn Law r p al. 

4 2 T he Journal of th Royol Agri<·ultural ocicty of E11gla11d, ond erie. , 
ol. , pp. 1 6, 1 7, 19 , 196, 197. al o ).fc ulloch ' omm rcial D iction­

ary ( Tew Edition 1 50), pp. 43 , 439; and P rothero' English Farmrng: 
P ast a11d Pres 11t, ppendix ITT, p. 44-1, which pre nts a t abulation of averag 
price of wheat in England and al from 1771 to 1911. quarter iR quiv-
al nt to ight bu hel . 

The first agr iC'ul tural C'en us of the nited Kingdom wa t ak n in 1 67 . 
R liance mu t ther for b plac d on c timate befor that dat which though 
cal ulated with on id rable care ar n ,, rth I om what a t variance. For 



av 
p no 
t r 43 

horn 
1 
h 

at 

annu l h 

m 
al upply 

000.44 

D TT RI I IL 

pr du ti n ar 

h r h annual imp 
art r : tl am uu c 

. Th n1 lorn h d h by 
nd n n f r n -four h f 

f "Th at r quir d f r a pulati 11 f 

ritain nit d 

rmany 'I wha 
•T n ' 

th n wa Britain n n th m rican wh at 

upply lurino- th 1 an 1 what ff did 

thi 1 p n 1 attitu] of that un ry to-

ward th riti al · f h war n an-

rino- thi qu ti n i will b n ary t inquir int 

th C 

far th 
r p nl t 

•Tt nt thi 

f · i h an l c ntinental bar ; hmY 
f th ·thw ". r abl to 

imp rati,· n d · an l to ha 
orth rn wh at wa r O'niz d 

when int rY nti n w n u ly threat necl 

th tati tic u d in thi paper "hich ar for th Tni d Kin~dom as a whole, 
d pend nc ha h en placed chi fly on The Journal of th Ro11al A{lrirultural 

ociety of England a the mo. t r liable ource of information. The Economist 
(London) ha also been found to be very u eful, e pe ia11y for weekly report 

of the wh at trade. 

43 The Journal of the Royal AgriC'ltltural ocicty of E11qla11d, econd , ries, 

Vol. , p. 396. 

44 For an exc> llen . urvey of the world upply from 1 5_ to 1 6 
(which include the fir t arrri ultural cen us), e e. p cially Lawe and Gil­
b rt' On the Ilome Produce, Imports, and 011S11mptio11 of Wheat, print cl in 
The Journal of t11 e Royal Aqric11lt11ral ociet11 of England, cond , ries. Vol. 
IV, pp. 359-396; Ev r,h d' Variation in the Price a11d up ply of Wheat 
printed in Th Journal of the Royal A._qricultural • ociety of Enqla 1d, econd 

erie , Vol. V, pp. 153-262; and aird s paper On the Agricultural tatistirs 
of the nit d Kingdom, read before th tatistical ociety in )farch, 1 6 , 
and printed in Th M rchants Maqa=ine and ommercial Review ( dited by 
William B. Dana) Vol. 60, pp. 431-447. 

V L. XVI-2 
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Th nit d I ino· 1 m in 1 0 1 1, arnl 1 6~ had a uc-
f failur Th wh at harve t of 1 6 r -

turn d quart r , or · 000 quart r b low 
th o- n ral av rao- f r th two pr ling- y ar . In 1 61 

urr d n f th ,\. r p failur · hi t ry of th 
ountry wh n pro lucti n f 11 t 11 ua ·while 

in 1 6:2 th harv t am un 1 to quart r .45 

Durin°· thi thr -y ar ri d r a Britain \\·a th r for 
nfront cl with a lrn°· 1 fi it in h r wh at u1 ply. T pr -

vi 1e th u ual am un f f 1 f r th ation r quir d th 
importation f a quantit_ .,, f wh at qual to n arly on -half 

f th upply ne 1 tl.-rn Tr a ritain cl p rnl nc n 
f r i 0 ·11 wheat \\'a th r f r a c ntuat 1 to a hith r-
t unkno,vn. Th wh at xpo · in ntal 
Europ how v r fail 1 Tl' a f n cl. 
Imp rt .fr 111 Ru ia an<l Pn1 ia remain 
th nntri w r unabl t r 
a1n r atly in r a . cl clcmancl 47 Imp rt m Fran 
uff r cl a harp falling off win°· t r I failur in 1 61 

and 1 .--, 4 r w r E 0·ypt ancl th .~ uth .,_\m n an 
nntri ... abl t furni , h , nffi i n wheat to m t th hor -

4 ~ e The ,Journal of the Royal Agri<"1tltural , or1cty of Eng 1ancl, , cond 
erie , Yol. IV, pp. 39~-396, for table gi\·ing timatecl amot.nt of home 

prolu tion import, and con. umption of wh at for England and w ·a1 , cot­
lancl, Gr at Britnin, Ir Janel, ancl the l nitE'd Kingdom r p di,· ly. re e pe­
cially Tahl V for th United Kingdom which ummarize prer<'cling tab! . 

-1fl Wh rea in J 54-1 ,35 ancl 1 55-1 56 th import. supplied hut 17 p r 
crnt of th e timat d aYerage annual r quir ment f "heat for th nit d 
Kingdom, in l 60-l 61 they uppli cl 53 p r c nt; in 1 61-1 62 th y fur­
ni hed 47 per ent; and in 1 6~ 1 63 they amounted to -15 p r een of he 
tot:il annual r quirem nt . 'T'h se figur ar for th han-e t year from 

eptemb<'r 1 t Angn t 31. The ,Tournal of the Royal A1nc-ult11ral o-
cicty of Englancl, eond , rie , Vol. IV, p. 3c 5. 

i; The Journal of the Roljal ..J.1nc11ltural , ociety of England, econd eri , 
Vol. Y, pp. 163- 1 ,3, 1 7, 1 , 196, 197, 19 -21 . 

-iq The Journal of the Royal .Jgric-ultural oci ty of England. econd eri , 
Vol. V pp. 159--163, 196, 197 225, 226. 
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ao-e.49 It, a th nit d tat alon that wa abl to up-
ply th d :fici n y. 

Th nit d tate had alr ady b a oTeat 
, h at-producin°· nation with th pro p ct of b coming th 
uc ful comp titor in th worl l market . The d v 1-

opm nt of wat r tran portati n an l the e~Tt n ion of rail-
road into th 1iddl t op n d up thi r gion a th 
crr at wh at mporium of th worl 1:10 h pr tluction of 
wh at incr a ed from 100 000,0 0 bu hel in 1 49 to ] 7 ,-
000 0 0 bu hel in 1 5 - an incr a of event -thr p r 
c nt in th d cad pr c din°· th thr at ne l di ruption of 
th nion.51 f thi amount th fr tat and Terri-
tori contribui d 14:.. 0 0 000 bu. h 1 , or ighty-two per 

:vhil the ceding tat contribu l nly 31, 00 000 
bu or i 0 ·hte n p r c nt, a th ir har f th wh at 
hary t in 1 '"9.:; 2 B y far the crreat r prop rtion of the 
wh at rop wa mark t d at horn th ri incr indu trial n­
ter n umin°· incr a ino- quantiti from y ar to y ar, 
an l he outh rn tat purcha in on an av rag about 
10 00 000 bu h 1 annuall from th orth in the decad 

ndincr wi h 1 60.53 

Th iYil War ut off the outh rn mark t and thu left 

4!l The Journal of the Royal Agricultural ociety of Engla11d, econd eries, 
ol. , pp. 165- 176, 196, 197 21 225, 226-23 , 240-244. 

r.o E ighth e11sus of the nit d fates, volum on Agriculture (publi h d in 
1 64), pp. xxix-xlv. Thi i a valuable source of information on wh at pro-
duction in th nited tat by tate and geographic di\'i ions for the d c n-
nial y D(l 1 60 e e pecially pp. xli-xliv on '' Wheat Growing in 
the W al o pp 

~1 Eighth ns1£S of the United tat es, volume on griculture ( published in 
1 64) , pp. xxix-xxxi. 

52 alculated from the return of the Eighth en us of the United tates, 
,olume on gricultur (1 64) pp. xxix-x:xxi. ee al o Compendium of the 

111th ensus, p. 695; and R eport of the ommi sio11er of Agriculture, l 6~, p. 
54 . 

r,3 R eport of the ew York Prodnce Exchange, 1 75-1 76, p. 324. 



IOWA JO R AL OF HI TORY D POLITI 

th orth with a rapidly accumulatin urplu , which now 
became availabl for hipm nt to Eno-land. 1or over, the 
high pric of heat in the :fiftie , du in large mea ure to 
the rim an , ar and the con equ nt interruption of the 
wh at uppl from outh rn Ru ia, continued to rule 
throuo·hout the war p riod 134 with th re ult that th 1n­
crea production f wh at , a r atly timulat d. The 
nli tm nt of hundr d of th u and of men in the army, 

not tom ntion the o-r at ov rland mi ration to the we tern 
old :fi ld durino- th thr atened the o-rain-rai ing 
tate with a riou hortao- of farm labor. Thi de:fi­

ci nc. , howev r, , a m r than count rbalanced by the 
popularization of improv d farm machin r , the work of 
w m n and hildr n in th :fi ld , and immi o-ration from 
for i 0 ·n countri and from ih ea t rn and the border 

tate ."5 

~\.gTi ultur a a matt r f fact, xpand d and pro p r e l 

5 4 The annual a,erage export price of American wheat during the ele, n­
year r riod 1 55 to 1 6-. in lu iY w re a follow : 

TEAR PRt E TEAR 

1.66 1 61 
1. 5 1 62 
1.53 1 63 
1.02 

.95 

.9 

PRICE 

$1.23 
1.14 
129 
1.33 
1.95 

e .d nnual Report on the Foreign Commerce and at'igation of the United 
tates (Trea ury D partm rt), 1 90, p. xxii; Anmtal R eport of the Commi -
ioner of Agriculture, l 6 p. 4 . For annual averacre price of Briti h wheat 

import during the ame p riod see Proth ro' Engl1 h Farming: Pa t and 
Pr sent , p. 441. e al o Table IT accompanying thi pap r in whi ·h th re 
i Ji t d th av n e pric · of "h at p r quart r for th year 1 5 to l 65, 
inclu iv . 

5 ~ e Fite' Agricultural Derelopment of the W est during the ivil War in 
The Quarterly Journal of Eco11omics, Vol. XX pp. r9-27 . Thi article is 
reprint d in ub tan ially the ame form a hapter I in the ame author's 
J 11du. trial and octal ondition.~ in the ·orth during the idl War, and con­
tain an excellent urrey of the agricultural developm nt of the We during 
the war period. 
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durino- th alr ad b -

eun r a ur ran f rmino- it fr m a, 

primitiY n lf · irn1u ry int a hio-hl m-
l . bu . a a apita omm r ial · 

w r a 
Inn 

1 la b. h ar.66 

lin f · ral pr du lion wa a 

m r 
Th 

lf- Yi han in th ,, ... h at-gr wino- in h .. 
1 yal at rn rc•a. tal -

1 u. h 1 in to -

in hil in 
th harv t r urn 
d pr due i n f wh a irnm 1iat 1. 

ar f th war 
hi 

If 

in th .?p rt rad 1. mount <l fr m 17 
in 1 1 u h 1 in 1 r ach d 

n J an 1 till r main d at th hio-h 
bu in ·' Imo t th ntir 

f wh a and fl ur w n t 
riti him 11 r rapi 11} 
from an annual av rag f 

,.. . 4 1 to 61 

and finally to 11,~ 4 uart 
1 tat uppli d nly 1 ·- p r 

am wh at import m th w 

1 thi c untry uppli d -9.2 p r 
p r nt · in 1 6- 4. . p r nt · and 

I), in r a -
uar 
r 

:vh th 
f rit-
and 1 39 in 

lll 1 41. 
nit d 

G6 The agricultural r volution in the nit d • tate date. from the ivil War 
to he clo of the century. The for eontributing o thi r volution w r : 
(a) a liberal land policy: fr horn tead aft r 1 62; (b) improv d labor 
aving machinery; ( c) xten ion of tran portation faciliti ; ( d) foreign im-

migration; ( e) d velopment of dom tic and f r ign mark t ; and (f) agri­
cultural ocieti and fair ; farmer ' organization. ; and agricultural journal , 

college , and xperimen tations. 
57 Annual R port of the om mission r of Agriculture, 1 62 pp. 577-5 7; 

1 63, p. 599. 
c;s Annual Report of the ommissioner of Agnculttire, 1 6 , p. 47. 



TABLE II 1-P>-w 
Qc \KTITIES OF \VrIE.\T .\ND FLOUR (REDUCED TO QUARTERS) IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM; 

0 

AND TIIE AVERAGE PRICE5 9 H 
0 

'ou :-.TR1~;s 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 ~ 
--

QUARTERS Qt'.\RTERS QUARTERS QUARTERS QUARTERS QUARTERS QUARTERS QUARTERS ~ 
·-

Russia: ~ 
Northrrn port~ 160,000 204,00 

- ~ 
Southern ports 452,000 681,000 1,082,000 885,000 1,172,000 891,000 880,000 1,672,000 

0 

Prussia 629,000 772,000 1,151 ,000 1,029.000 1,451,000 1,020,000 1,148,000 1,266,000 
bj 

p:1 

20:3,000 152,000 252,000 294,000 230,000 680,000 209,000 183,000 
H 

Banse To\\ ns Ul 
>-3 

Frauee 1,28:3,000 1,867,000 1,052,000 314,000 452,000 428,000 658,000 1,398,000 
0 
~ 
~ 

mg) pt 
---- z 

Unitrd Rtatr-. 1,mrn,000 99,000 2,143,000 3,602,000 5,022,000 2,739 ,000 2,32!'>,000 945,000 t, 

~ 
thrr ('ountrirs 1,052,000 799,000 1,2:33,000 1,993,000 2,304,000 679,000 1,041,000 302,000 0 

t-i 
Total (~uartrrs 5,:3--1:3,000 4,951,000 7,:334,000 8,618.000 11,548,000 7,128,000 6,655,000 5,963,000 

H 
>-3 
H 

\ ,·era gt' Pric 
0 

prr limll·ter 4-!s. 2d. -!:3s. 9d. 53s. 3cl. 55s. 4d. 55s. 3d. 44s. 9d. 40 s. 2d. 41s. 10d. 

no The ,Journal of the Royal .,Jgnc11lt11ral Society of England, Second Series, Vol. V, pp. 196, 197. 
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tat till uppli d 3 .4 p r f ritain' im-
port whi h t tall l ov r 7 0 quart r r t king 
th thr - · ar period 1 to 1 3, inclu iv , the 

nit d tat uppli n arl r r-on p r c nt of r at 
Bri ain wh at and flour import . It will ther f r 
b r adil T n that r t Britain' d p ml nc on ... m r-
ican wh at wa mo t acute ,, h n th c tton famin wa a 
1 h i ·ht · for "hil uthern oiton wa withh kl from 

hipm nt to no-la rth rn , h at upplie l th cl :ficit 
in br ad tuff wh· th r ati n w r unabl to furni h. 
Th a to h w that wh at wa a 10mi w apon 

f on · 1 w io·ht in th ha th d ral o-oy rn-
m nt ju a th tim wh n r coo-nition of th, nf d racy 

a pro po l a a r m 1 for th cot on famine ; f r whil 
r coo·nition mio-ht hav nabl d no-land t procure cotton, 
it would hav involv l ri k f war with h rth and th 

n qu nt u tino· off of th br ad uppl>T.60 ha thi 
fa li 1 not cape tb attention of the En°·li h gov rnm nt 
i cl arly Yid nt fr m the empha 1 ac ord d to th wh at 
ituation by th 1 a 1in°· j urnal an 1 public m n f th 

tim . 
oo The nited tat s omnrni 10n r of Agriculture mpha ized the funda­

mental importance of wheat in the pro cution of the war in the following 

term : 
'' The existing r b Ilion demand that we hould look a th corn and wheat 

crop together. From th corn is produc cl mo t of our meats. niteclly th y 
form the br ad tuff and m at which no"' i1a,e such a controll ing influence at 
horn and abroad. nitedly too, they stand arraved again t the kingly pre­
rogatiY of cotton, and, ther fore, again t that rebellion "'·hich eeks to ov r­
thTow a nion which, o wi ely and ad,antageou ly ha heretofore bound to-

gether in p ace all int re t. 
'' The gr at staple in our exportation of br ad tuff is wheat. 

'' The exportation of wh at and flour to Europe ha continued to increase 
for many years, until it is certain that it dep ndence on u is permanent, 
varying, of cour e, a to the amount, according as the crops of Great 
Britain and th continent may bP greater or le s.' '- Anmtal R eport of the 

omm1ssio11 r of Agriculture, l 62 p. 54 . 



.;J IOW J R L F HI T RY DP LITI 

Th Journal of the Royal Agriculforal oci ty of Eng­
land alled attention to En°·land 1n r a ino- l p nd nee 

n f r i n wh at; it mpha iz d the un rtaint ' of th con­
tin ntal upply, owin o· to th un ttl l poli i al and c -
nomic con lition h n pr Yailino- hr uo-h ut Eur p · and 
it r min l 1 i r ad r that the nit d ~ tat e(l 
up n j_' ndYanta 0 • for uppl/ing th mark t of th 

w rld.61 The Economi t, whil ac rdino- mu h pace t 
cot n, r o0 ·niz d th primary importanc f , h at in an 

<lit rial whi h app ar cl n t b r ~ 1 ~, ju t wh nth 
otton ituati n wa m t nou . ft r r i win · in d -

tail th 1 v 1 pmen f th corn rad it ob rY d that thi 
wa f th m r markabl , p rhap th mo t r -

omm rcial fa t of m 1 r im ct 
th ma pl it i littl t that th ir omf r 
1 nhanc db T th Ya t importa ion for h tru hi that 
with u u h imp rtati n ur pe pl c uld n 
Tf w coul 1 not uh ur populati n with u 
in 1 47 w· rtainl an no ub i t th min 1 6:.... 62 TliP 
Mark L an Expr ., n f th 1 aling ag-ri ultural jour­
nal of th un ry took a imilar Yi w f th f l itna­
tion bu expre cl th f ar hat th nit l tat uld 
not upply Eno-land n cl wino- t r clu 

0 1 ee Law , and Gilb rt On the Home Produce, Impo rts, and onsumption 
of Wheat in The .Tournal of the Royal Agricultural oriPty of England, conil 

ol. IV, pp. 359 396; and Bv r h d' Variat1011 rn the Pri ce and 11p­
ply of Wheat in Th Journal of the Royal Agricultural ociety of England, 

econd rie , ol. V, pp. 153-262. c p cially the pp nuix to th latt r 
article, pp. 19 -2 2, 1,hich giv s the Briti h con ular report on the foreign 
agriculture during th war period. 

o:i Quoted from an editorial with Yalual>l ta i tic on '' The Immen e Pr s­
nt Importation of orn' ', in The Eco11omi.-t (Lonuon), vol. XX, ... To. 1000, 
ctober 25, 1 6~. pp. 1179-11 0. 

e al o lE' ter on The Tf'h at upply by '' er '', '~fark Lan ' , and 
"Old Broad, tr t", prin ed in The Econom st (London), Vol. X , ~To . 959, 
.January 11, 1 62, p. ::\::\; i To 960, .January 1 , 1 62, p. 61; ... To. 961, January 
'.?5, 1 62, pp. 90 91; ~ 'o. 9 3, F bruary , 1 62, p. 145. 



HE T OTT D RI I IL R 3 

rural popula ion b nli tm nt in th arm and to th 
d a tati n of a con id rabl porti n of th wh at-oT win()' 
ar a · but th 0 T atl incr a d imp rtation from th 
north r n tat c rr t d thi a umpti n. 

o 1 i()'nificant w r th b r ation f am air 
who tra 1 l T n iv ly thr u O'h th rural di trict of 
En()'land and r or 1 d hi of th fo d ituati n. n 
p akin b f r ie in 1 6 he r f rr d 

to r at Britain imp ra iY n d f for i()'n oTain in pa t 
y ar and in h f 11 win()' t rm mpha iz d , h at a th 

fir t ar icl f n it : 

The con umpti n of br ad i very con tant . . . every-
thina mu b iv n up befor br ad, bread b ing the 
taff of life it mu. b had b. the p opl whatevrr· th price may 

be. Thi view i. confirm d by inquiri ·which I hav m made 
amona om of th leadin bake in the mo t den ely peopled 
quar er of hit hap I in th and the Harrow Road in th 
north we t on of whom ha b en 30 year in bu. ine , and ha now 
three hop in a di trict ntir ly inhabit d by the working cla e . 
Th ir t timony i . that th con umption of br ad i at pre ent 
very lar e for althouah 1 ar, it i . till the ch ap . articl of food 
within r ach of the poor· th n xt ub titute, potatoe , bcin arce 
and very dear.c3 

fr. aircl add d tha th 'on circum tan whi h mi()'ht 
r ly aff ct u w uld b a con inu d ation of up-

pli from m n a . f th 11 000,000 quarter w im­
port d in 1 · h a u :fiv · and a the :fio·ur how, 
w hav r c iY d for many y ar from h r n he a rag­
mor than one-third f our . arly upp]y. " c4 

63 The M rchant 's fagazine and ommercial Ret'iew ( dit d by William B. 
Dana ). Vol. 60, pp. 437, 43 . ee al o The Economist (London), Vol. XXI, 

~ o. 1057 ~Tov mb r 2 , 1 63, p. 1317. 
04 The Merchant's f agazine and ommncial Reriew ( edited by William B. 

Dana), ol. 60 p. 440. 
"La tly, th con umption p r head of the population will vary, not only 

accorcling to the amount of employment, and to the price of ,l"heat it lf, but 
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\\ hil th r at Britain d p n Jenee 
n \.m ri wh at 1 a · uhli m n f th untry uch 

a Bri(J'ht b 1 11, an 1 clitl n fail t 1mpr thi 
fa u1 11 pl an 1 up n th o- Y rnin°· auth riti 
In a · 1 b ~I hamb r of 

b r 2- Ir. 11 in r vi wino-
Briti h f p li y m r lati n t ituation 
ca1l 1 par i ular att nti n t th imp rtanc of ~\.m rican 
wh a in th io·ni:fi ant t rm : 

R e 11 t that half at lea t, f all th xport from meri a 
om m rdinary time to thi untry. ut our import from 
merica clo not con i. t olely of otton. It \YOulcl b bad enou 0 h to 

k p out th cotton, t t p y ur I indl . , and throw your work­
p ple out of rnploym nt. But that i not all. u 0 et an arti le 
v n mor important than your ott n from m ri a -your food. 

In th la t i n of Parliam nt, an II 11. ~Iember, him elf an 
xten iv mill r and orn-d al r, mov l for a return of the quan­

tity of grain and fl ur f r human f od import d int thi ountry 
from pt mher of la. t y ar t ,Jun in the pr . ent y ar. IIi. ob­
j t wa to h°'v what would haY b en the ITe t. on th npplie 
of food br u 0 ht t thi. king lom if th appr h n i n of 
r lation to th Trent affair, had unhappily be n r aliz cl. 
. timat wa that th f ocl import cl. from _ m rica b tween 

1 mb 1· of ia. t year ancl .June of thi. y ar wa. equal to th 
t nanc of bet we n , . 00,000 an 1 4, 0 0 of p opl for a ·whol 
tw lv -month, an 1 hi. r mark. t rn wa. that if that 
fc ocl hacl not b n hrought fr m Am ri a, all th money in Lom­
bar 1 . tr ct could not hav purcha eel it l. wh re.G·3 

to that of other ron umabl artirl('.. If other food- tnff are rheap a low 
pril'C of 11 h at ma.,· l,nt littl in r a . e it eonsumption; hut if oth r arti<'le 
ar(' cl('ar a rclati,· •l. Ion· pri<' of \\h('at will inl'rea . it con um pt ion. Again, 
if both 11heat nncl other artil'lc are cl :u, it may b a qne tion \\heth r the 

on. um pt ion of thP fir t ne<'e ary of life - bread - will not be in<'r a . eel 
rath('r than diminish cl, t c· mpensat for the nee ary ab tin nr from, or 
limitation in th use of, the le al,solntel~· ential food tnff . ''- tuotecl 
from L:l\\('S and ,ilhert 's Oil tlie TTomc Produce. Imports. and Con , ump/inn of 

Wltcat in Tlt c ,Journal of the Royal • .1gricultural ocicty of F11gla11d, <'Onu 
, e ri , Yol fY, p. 3 0. 

0 ~ pcccl1cs 011 Quest ions of Public P olic11 by R ichard obclcll ( di d y 
.John Bright and .T. E. T. Rog r 1 0), pp 457 4.3 . 
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Mr. obd n furth r cont nd d that r at Britain' pow-
er to int rf r in th rican war ha 1 be n rat a• 
that h p li T t b ur u b th orth wa in th hand 
of he r at Tain-rai in°· tat f th Ii 1pp1 al1 y 
ituat d r mot and ina c ibl from th a · and that if 
hi r e0·ion populat 1 b r 1- 000 000 p opl , wa cl t ermin d 

to continu th war all th P w r of urop coul 1 not 
r ach that 'far , t to c re ii.' ' Gr. Brig-ht pok m a 
imilar in to 1 row uro-ino- tha it wa 

for he rial int r n 1 to r mam n utral m 
th ru hil th tino- w r all d t 
m morializ rnm nt to r co0 ·niz th ind p nd nc 

f th onf de y uch 0 ·ath rin o- w r c unter-balan 1 
by oth rm ting wh r i wa poin rl out that r co0 ·nition 
would b a fal t p an 1 that i woul 1 not brin°· to Eng­
la nd hor a in o-1 hip-1 a 1 of cott n unle follow d 
up b int rY ntion which if a<l p t cl woul 1 mean , ar: a 

war in favor f th lav onf 1 racy of the outh an 1 
a o-am the fr or th an 1 orthw t wh nc come a larg 
proporti n f ur imp r t 1 c rn. c; 

os '' The policy t o b pur ued by t he orth will be d cided by th election 
in t he great W t rn tat e : I m an th great grain-growing r gion of th 
)Ii sis ippi vall y. If the tate of hio, )fichigan Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
Wi con in, and )linne ota - if tho e tat det rmine to carry on thi war -
if they ay, 'W will n Yer make p ac and gi v up th mouth of the :\I i i -
ippi , which drain our 10,000 mile of navigable water into the Gulf of 

:\1 xico; we will never make peace while that river i in th hand of a for ign 
Power',- why, all the Power of Europe cannot reach that 'far We t' to 
coerce H. It i 1,000 mil inland aero s th Rocky :\fountain , or 1,000 mil s 
up th )Ii i ippi, with all it winding b for you get to that Ya t region -
t hat region which i rich h yond all the r t of th world be id , peopl d by 
t en or tw ke million ouls doubling in numb r every few year . It is that 
r egion which will be t he depo itory in future of the wealth and numb r of that 
great ontin nt; and whate\·er the decision of that region is, ~ ew York, and 
New England, and Penn ylrnnia will agre with that d cision." Quoted from 

o den peech at Ro hdal , tober 29, 1 62, printed in peerhes 011 Qu s-
tions of P ublic Policy by Ri<.'hard o den (edited by John Bright and J. E. T. 

Rog r , 1 0) p. 469. 
01 Quoted from Watts s Facts of the otton Famine in cherer's otton as 

a W orld P ower, p. 279. 
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or wa riti h depend n rican wh at ignorerl 
in th P arliam ntar. d bat ry am day tha 
th R buck R lution wa pr nt d Lord Rob rt 1on­
tacru aro·u d that int rv ntion t b ucce ful mu t e -
hau t Y ry p int in di put . It wa ompli ated he aid : 
fir t by h laY ry qu ti n · e ond b th fact that the 

rth bad n " '" l omP a 0 T at military pow r; third by 
th pro pect f th a b ino- cov r d with labama and 
Fl ri 1a whi h th orth w ul fit out to pr . on Engli h 
hip · and fourth by th qu tion f th 0 Ta1n upply. 

ti n h aid : 

import laro-ely f O'rain, our two hicf ource of upply h -
ing Poland and th 1 orth e. t tate of m ri a. Wa it lik ly 
that ,Ye . hould be ahle to g- t much from Poland und r h r pr ent 
ir um tance 1 Tlu•n we mu. t 1 t mainly upon uppli . 

fr m orth rnni a. But how w·ould war aff ct that? Would not 
th li tre in England b a(J'grava ed by a war with mer1ca. 
From the orthern tate. of meri a ,Ye received . ,. 00,000 quar­
t r . of orn, wher a from th north of Europ w r eived only 
2,000,000. The total imported into England in 1 61 wa. 16, 9 ,914 
quarters, of whi h rnor than on -thi r<l am from the orth . t­
ern , tate - nam b·, Illinoi., l\TichiO'an, T ndiana, and " i con. in -
who. e yearly available produ ·wa not n arly xhau ted by th ir 
export .6 

Th , fa t 1 cl Lord nf nta.!:ru t add : 

If th . c . tate C'ould find a market for their corn in EnO'land, it 
would promot a g-ood f ling hC'twc n them and anada; but if thi 
ountry vi·ent to war ,vitb Am rica that go d f ling would be pre­

v nted. In fac , a d . ir for alliance with u wa already g-rowing 
up in tho. tat . . By holdin(J' hack from war tho e orth e t rn 
, tate will fore trad m.th u., throu(J'h anada; and p rhap , with 
that ohjrct, nt r into clo. allian wi h u , while the tran i of 
the good would b of material h n fit to anada; whil by runnin(Y 

o Han ard · Parliamentary Debates, Third ri , Vol. 171, .June 30 1 63, 
pp. 1794, 1795. 
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the ri k of war we hould be injurin our el e comm rcially in the 

greate t degree. 

Mr. For er tat d hat th Ro buck Re olution m ant 
war · that th countr at laro- a not in a or of war; and 
that unl h harv a b tt r than it promi d t b , 
th uff rino- f th p opl woull b o-r at in 1 <l. if h y 
, r d priv d of th m ri an wh at r p of hi ~ear. In 
th lio-ht of th fact 1r. or t r b o-g d th Hou of 

ommon to c n i r what th c t of a war f r c tt n 

would b in corn.7 0 

1eanwhil v nt brouo-ht th to a clear r aliza-
tion of th fa t hat it r a ritain' int r t 
r main n u ral hr uo-hout th continuanc f the truo-o-1 . 

rth rn r ourc n w b an to t 11 h aYil a 0 ·ain t th 
ou h hu for had ·wino- the ultimat triumph of th 

d ral arm and nav r . Th Eman ipa ion Pro lamation 
unit d T orth rn ntim n in favor of the pro P CU ion of 
th ,var and tr no-th n l th upport of he n1 n cau 
amon all la f pl in n °·lan 1. o 1 imp or an 
wa 1:r. da alm but :firm and t a tful in i t n n tb 
laim f th ni n o-ov rnm nt whi h w n for him lf 

an l h cau which h r pr nt d th r p ct f ri i h 
fficialdom. 1 wa or h rn wh at hat ma ·w 11 b 

r o·ard d a ci iv fa tor aunt r-balan ino- th in-
flu n f co · k pin°· th ri i h o-ov rnm nt from 

r co ·nizin o- th f derac . 
h wh a i uation in Eno-land wa. a nou n 

an n b l ni d. It b am a u j ct for <l tail d inve ti­
o-ati n it r c i l x nd d tr atm n in the 1 adino- jou ·­
nal of th tim and it wa ac ord con id rabl mpha i. 

9 IIan ard 's P arliamentary Debat , Th ird er ie , ol. 171, Jun 30, 1 63, 

p . 1795. 
10 Han ard s Parliamentary Debates, Third rie , ol. 171, J une 30, 1 63 , 

pp. 1 12 1 13. 



43 IO J R ~L F HI T R D POLITI 

in public and in the d bat of Parliam nt. That 
th ·wh at ituation mu t hav :x rt d a profound in.flu nc 
on th o-ov rnm nt ma r a onably b nclud d from the 
vidence pr nt d. Th 1ini try mu t hav r aliz d that 

a war for uth rn c tton '" uld hav to b paid. for in 
orth rn wh at, whi h would in on qu n b withheld. 

fr m hipm nt t En ·Ian 1 an 1 that a f 1 famin woul 1 
ntail mor ri u con qu n f r n°·lan 1 than a c tt n 

famin . h Mini try mu t, in hort hav 1 arly under-
1 what Bri ht an 1 ob 1 n r p at 11 ur 0 • d - that it 

wa. f r r at ritain mat rial int r t maintain a 
po iti n of f1i ial n utralit Th ar th whi h 
h lp to xplain why ~Ir. R 
lay b for th n w of th h rn vie ori tty -
bur and i k bur · wc1, r · d - cl ci 1 1 t with lraw 
hi r lution a kino· for th r ·ni i n f th f 1 r­
ac .71 Thi a ti n mark th turning p in in ... \.n ·l -....:\.mer­
ican diploma r duri1io- th ivil "\"\ ar p ri l. 'Ih dano- r 

f ncrli h int rv nti n in b half of h onf cl racy n "T 
qui kly pa 1 away and. r 1 Palm r t n ha t n d t 
tat ublicl. tha i wa c n nan with th int r t ancl 

f th riti h g v rnm nt to r main n u-

n that r at Bri ain c1 p nc1 nc 
n th nit 1 , at wa 0 T atly a ntuat cl lnrino- th 

p ri cl f our ivil c nfli . Th bl kacl of th I outh rn 
p rt. ancl th c n qu nt int rrnption f th on uppl} 
oc a i n 1 wi. 1 pr ad li tr . thr uo-h u h manufac­
turing li · ri t 1 a ling· t a cl man 1 f r th r o niti n f 

11 Han ard' Parl iamentary Debat e.·, Third rie , Vol. 172, .July 13, 1 3, 
p. 6 2. 

n Han ard' Parliamentary Debates, Third eries Vol. 172, July 13, 1 63, 
pp. 66 -672. 
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ih f rnm n t a p ar d f r a tim 
hardl abl t i . It , a whil affair hu huno- in th 
balan that n ·land 1 p n 1 n n orth rn wh at wa 
mo t pr n un d. ,, h n it i rem mb r •cl that th qu -
ion f an ad quaf an l h ap f l up ly one rn cl th 

ma of h p opl to no le s d o-r than did th 1u ion 
of the cotton u ply it ma b ri u ly qu tion cl wh th r 
th 0 ·o rnm n w uld ha v ntur l in th fa of publi 
opinion to r nf y · f r r coo-niti n im-. ' 

li 1 for ibl int rY n ion and th ri k of a war with the 
rth and h on qu n uttin°· ff f th wh a up l)· 

wh n En ·land ul l ill aff rd io cl with ut it. hu cli 1 
con mic f re c n n 1 f r h ma. er. in th fi 11 f 
no-lo- m ri an lipl ma lurin°· on f he m t riti al 

peri d in th hi t ry of our f r ign affair . I n thi n­
t t wh at ". n tl m n ratin · it importan a a worl l 
pow r o tt n, which h ~ ou 1 
had b 1 o r o·ard a an ff c iY c nomic w ap-

n with whi h i ul l brin°· n°·lan l t it aid ancl tlrn. 

tabli h it in lep n l n 
Lo r ER RD H IIDT 
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