
RELIEF WORK IN IOWA DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

The .American Red Cross, the Army Y. M. C. A., and the 
Knights of Columbus are recognized as vital factors in the 
conduct of the present World War. Similarly during the 
Civil War there were such organizations as the United 
States Sanitary Commission, the Western Sanitary Com
mission, and the United States Christian Commission, which 
undertook the work of looking after the health, comfort, 
and general morale of the soldiers. In addition to the gen
erous contributions which the people of Iowa made to these 
organizations, they formed local relief agencies through 
which they worked. It is the purpose of this paper to 
present a general discussion of the three large national 
commissions, and afterwards a more detailed account of 
the activities of the people of Iowa in the interests of the 
welfare of the soldier s and their families. 

I 

THE UNITED STATES SANITARY OOMJYIISSION 

The Civil War had scarcely begun when, during the last 
days of April, 1861, there was held in New York City what 
was up to that time probably the largest council of women 
ever assembled in the United States.1 It was at this meet
ing, called by the women of New York, that the Women's 
Central Association of Relief was organized for the pur
pose of assisting in caring for the soldier s in the Union 
armies so rapidly being raised. The organization proposed 

1 The Unit ed States Sanitary Commission in The N orth American R eview, 
Vol. XCVIII, p. 154. 
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to furnish ''comforts, stores, and nurses in aid of the Med
ical Staff'' of the United tates Army and to so organize 
the benevolent efforts of the women of all the loyal States 
that these efforts might result in the greatest possible ad
vantage to the Union cause. To accomplish this purpose a 
plan was evolved to establish definite relations with the 
medical staff, which plan, when eventually achieved, re
sulted in the formation of the United tates Sanitary 
Commission.2 

AGITATIO FOR A COMMISSIOJ. 

This result, however, was not brought about without 
overcoming many difficulties. When the members of the 
medical staff were approached by a committee of New York 
citizens 1--epre enting the women of the city with the pro
posal to establish a civilian commission to aid and advise 
them, they at once expressed their disapproval and made it 
evident that they would not look vvith favor upon any aid 
or inte1--f erence from the outside. They replied that the 
'' g·overnment was ready and willing to supply everything 
the soldiers needed or could need; that the Medical Depa1--t
ment was fully aroused to its duties, and perfectly com
petent to them; and that it would be an uncalled-for 
confession of delinquency and poverty to admit that the 
army needed, 01-- would need, anything that the government 
and the 11:edical Department were not able and willing to 
fu1--nish. '' 3 The medical staff '' thought the zeal of the 
women and the activity of the men assisting~ them, super
fluous, obtrusive, and likely to grow troublesome'', and be
lieved that the part of tl1e general pl1blic in contributing to 
the relief of the soldiers would be small.4 

2 Stille's H istory of the United States Sanitary Commission, pp. 42, 43. 

s The United States Sanitary Co11imission in The N orth, American R eview, 
Vol. XCVIII, p. 159. 

4 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, p. 44. 
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The New York organization was not discouraged, how
ever, and reenforced by the support of certain medical soci
eties of the city, continued the agitation which had been 
begun. A delegation of physicians was sent to Washington 
to investigate the matter' and see what they could accom
plish. After con,,,.incing themselves that some commission 
to aid the medical authorities \,Tas a dire necessity, the dele
gation offered variou proposals for the creation and oper
ation of such a body.5 Sanitary commlssions had been 
01 .. ganized during the C1·imean and Indian wars, and these 
men were convinced that such a commission should be 
fo1·med for se1'vice during· the Civil War.6 They met many 
l'ebukes and setbacks. Their-- patriotic and unselfish moti,,es 
we1 .. e not al,vays appreciated: often it was insinuated that 
they were aiming at selfish ends. One secretary ''begged'' 
them ''to state f1--ankly, precisely ,vhat they wanted, as it 
was evident to him that they could not want only what they 
seemed to be a king for.'' Pre ident Lincoln himself cha1'
acte1--ized the plan as adding· a '' fifth wheel to the coach'' . 7 

One ,,rrite1' sug,gested that it was during long waits in 
''anterooms'' for interviews with various government of
ficials that members of the commission fir st conceived the 
idea, which they later carried out, of pro,;riding meals for 
the disabled soldiers waiting· their turn at the pa3rmaster 's 
office.8 

ORG ANIZATI0.1. OF THE C01Il\IISSI0.1. 

In spite of many discouragements the advocates of a com
mission finally obtai11ed the approval of all the necessary 

s Stille's H istory of the United States Sanitary Co1nmission, pp. 50-53. 

6 The United States Sanitary Comrniss1on in The North A nierican R evielv, 
Vol. XCVIII, p. 372. 

7 Stille's H istory of the Un1ted States Sanitary Commission, p. 58. 
8 The Unit ed States Sanitary Commission in The Atlantic Montlily, Vol. XIX, 

p. 420. 
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authorities to a plan which they had submitted. The plan, 
as set forth in a letter of May 18, 1861, addressed to the 
Secretary of War by the New York delegation, proposed 
''that a mixed Commission of civilians distinguished for 
their philanthropic experience and acquaintance with sani
tary matters, of medical men, and of military officers, be 
appointed by the Government, who shall be charged with 
the duty of investigating the best means of methodizing and 
reducing to practical service the already active but undi-

-rected benevolence of the people toward the Army; who 
shall consider the general subject of the prevention of 
sickness and suffering among the troops and suggest the 
wisest methods, which the people at large can use to mani
fest their good-will towards the comfort, security, and 
health of the Army.' ' 9 Mr. Woods, the acting Surgeon
General, consented to the plan and in a letter to the Secre
tary of War expressed his opinion that the ''Medical 
bureau would . . . . derive important and useful aid 
from the counsels and well-directed efforts of an intelligent 
and scientific commission, to be styled, 'A Commission of 
Inquiry and Advice in respect to the Sanitary Interests of 
the United States Forces,' and acting in co-operation with 
the Bureau in elaborating and applying such facts as might 
be elicited from the experience and more extended observa
tion of those connected with armies, with reference to the 
diet and hygiene of troops and the organization of military 
hospitals ' '. He made it clear that the Commission was not 
to interfere with the existing organization of the medical 
department, but was intended merely to strengthen it, and 
suggested that its particular field of service would be with 
the volunteers.10 

9 DoC'Ut1nents of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Vol. I , No. 1, p. 2. 

10 DoC'Uments of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Vol. I, No. 2, p. 2. 
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The Secretary of War issued an order on June 9, 1861, 
appointing Henry W. Bellows, A. D. Bache, Jeffries Wy
man, W. H. Van Buren, Wolcott Gibbs, Samuel G. Howe, 
Surgeon-General R. C. Wood, G. W. Cullum, and Alexander 
E. Shiras, as '' A Commission of Inquiry and Advice in 
respect to the Sanitary Interests of the United States 
Forces''. These men were to serve without pay, and a 
room in Washington was given to them free of charge for 
use as headquarters. The order r ead that the Commission 
should '' direct its inquiries to the principles and practices 
connected with the inspection of r ecruits and enlisted men; 
to the sanitary condition of the volunteers; to the means of 
preserving and r estoring the health, and of securing the 
general comfort and efficiency of troops; to the proper pro
vision of cooks, nurses, and hospitals; and to other subjects 
of like nature''.11 The hopes of the men and women who 
proposed the Commission had been realized, but there'' can, 
it is feared, be little doubt that the appointment of the Com
mission was at last consented to as if it had been a 'tub 
thrown to the popular whale.' '' 12 

The members of the Commission met in Washington on 
June 12, 1861, organized, and formulated plans for conduct
ing their work.13 At this first meeting Dr. Elisha Harris 
and Dr. Cornelius R. Agnew were added to the member
ship.14 The Rev. Henry W. Bellows was elected president 

11 Doouments of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Vol. I, No. 2, pp. 6, 7; 
Reed's The Heroic Story of the United States Sanitary Commission, 1861-
1865, p. 5. 

12 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, p. 58. 
1 s Professor Wyman declined his appointment and consequently was not 

present at this meeting.- Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Com
mission, p. 64. 

14 Those added during the war were Rt. Rev. Bishop Clark, R. W. Burnett, 
Mark Skinner, Joseph Holt, Horace Binney, Jr., Rev. J. H. Heywood, Fairman 
Rogers, J. Huntington Wolcott, Chas. J. Stille, E. B. M 'Cagg, and Frederiek 
Law Olmsted.- Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Corwmission, 
p. 64. 
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and Frederick Law Olmsted became secretary. The seore
tary, with headquarters at Washington, was made the chief 
executive and to him fell the work of directing the org·aniza
tion.15 Mr. Olmsted was at that time the superintendent of 
the Central Park in New York and ''his appointment was 
universally regarded as a sure g-uarantee of the success of 
the Commission's plans.' ' 16 · 

PL N OF OPERATIC : PURPOSE 

A plan of operation was drawn up by President Bellows, 
adopted by the Commission, and approved by the ecretary 
of War and by President Lincoln. It called for a division 
of the Commission into two main committees or branches, 
one of inqui1·y, the other of advice, with sub-committees 
under each. The first branch was to conduct an inquiry as 
to '' the condition and wants of the troops''. Its duty was 
to discover '' what 1nust be the condition and want of troops 
gathered together in such masses, so suddenly, and with 
such inexperience 1 . . . . "\Vb.at is their condition 1' ', 
and '' What oitght to be their condition, and how would 
Sanitary Science bring them up to the standard of the high
est attainable security and efficiency!'' The object of the 
second branch ,vas '' to get the opinions and conclusions of 
the Commission approved by the Medical Bureau, ordered 
by the War Department, carried out by the officers and men, 
and encouraged, aided, and supported by the benevolence 
of the public at large, and by the tate g·overnments.' ' 17 

The main purpose of the Commission from the beginning· 
was to fi1rnish a preventive se1~vice, and the plan of opera
tion adopted was largely along~ such lines. At the same time 

15 Documents of t he U. S. Sanitary Commi.ssion, Vol. I , To. 3, pp. 4, 5, 6. 
1 6 St ille 's H istory of the United States Sanitary Corn:rn1·ssion, p. 76. 

17 Doc-u,ments of the U. S. Sanitary Comm ission, Vol. I , To. 3. pp. 1- 4; 
Stille 's H ist ory of the Unit ed St ates Sanitary Commission, pp. 64, 65 . 
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it was realized that some plan must be devised by which the 
cont1 .. ibutions of the people of the ,,.rhole country could be 
directed into proper channels and made to do the greatest 
possible amount of good. Thus one of the sub-committees 
of the advisory branch of the Commission was instructed 
''to agree upon a plan of common action in respect of sup
plies, depots, and methods of feeding· the extra demands of 
the i1edical Bureau or Commissariat''. Another sub
committee was to secure the necessary funds '' through 
solicitation of donations, either from tate treasuries or 
pr'ivate beneficence.'' 18 In spite of the fact that 1 .. elief work 
occupied a comparati ely small part in the original plans 
for the Commission, the great good accomplished in direct
ing the organization of aid societieR and in distributing· 
contributions from the people at large soon caused it to be
come the main ag'ency through which such contributions 
,,,.ere directed, and it became a '' popular error that it wa 
only a r elief association upon a grand scale''. The Com
mission never departed, however, from its true scientific 
conception of r endering preventive service, al\,Tays consid
ering· the r elief wo1 .. k as secondary in importance.19 

FINANCES 

Created by an order of a government official and working· 
only for the good of the ation, the United States Sanitary 
Commission received and asked for no help from govern
ment fl1nds. All it asked '',vas permission to work''.20 It 
"\\Tas necessary for the Commission to secure the support of 
the public and this object was soon accomplished. The fi1"st 
appeals were made to life insurance companies and brought 
a generous response. oon donations were secured from all 

1s Documents of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Vol. I, No. 3, p. 4. 

10 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, p. 68 . 

20 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Co1nmission, p. 80. 
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over the United States.21 A committee of influential busi
ness men handled the finances for the first year. During 
the early hi tory of the Commission numerous appeals were 
issued for fund and barely enough money was received to 
meet demands. In 1862 it appeared that the undertaking 
would have to be abandoned for lack of funds - in fact a 
motion to that end was actually considered by the members 
of the Commission, but by a unanimous vote they decided to 
continue the struggle as long as possible. 22 

These :financial difficulties came at ·about the time when 
the war was beginning in dead earnest and when the fact 
that there was great suffering among the soldiers was be
coming kno\vn at home. A new interest then sprang up 
and the cash r eceipts of the Commission began to increase. 
In September over $200,000 was received from the people 
of the western coast. This was a new source of revenue 
and furnished an example which stimulated an increase in 
the r eturns from other sections of the country. In reality 
this timely aid marked the turning point and practically 
ended the '' :financial infancy of the Commission.'' In De
cember, 1 63, the funds again became somewhat low and 
r esulted in the last public appeal which it was necessary to 
make. The characteristic feature of all the appeals was the 
fact that no attempt was made to arouse the emotions of 
the people and work upon their sympathies, but instead the 
emphasis was placed entirely upon the r eal economic value 
of the constructive work accomplished. 23 

One of the greatest sources from which funds poured into 
the treasury of the Commission was the sanitary fairs held 
throughout the country. The first of these fai1's was held at 
Chicago in November, 1863, and the sum of $79,000 was 

21 Stille's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, p. 84. 
22 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, Chapter XVIII. 
2 3 Stille's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, Chapter XVIIT . 
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raised. Thereafter fairs were held in many cities and large 
amounts of money and supplies were obtained. Through 
this means Boston raised $153,000; Cincinnati, $263,000; 
Albany, $80,000; Brooklyn, $425,000; New York, $1,100,000; 
Philadelphia, $1,200,000; Cleveland, $60,000; Buffalo, $40,-
000; and Honolulu $5,500.24 The proceeds from the fairs 
,vere in many instances used directly by the local organiza
tions conducting them, as was the case in Chicago, but in 
other cases a part of the proceeds was turned over to the 
central treasury of the Commission. The fi.1,st money from 
fairs came to the central treasury in January, 1864, when 
$50,000 was received from Boston. Thereafter other 
amounts were received until the total receipts of the central 
treasury from this source r eached $2,736,868.26 

PREVE TIVE SERVICE OF THE COMMISSION 

A brief summary of the work of the Commission will be 
sufficient to show what it accomplished in relieving and pre
venting disease, in caring for the sick and wounded, and in 
collecting and distributing supplies - all of "Thich services 
played an important part in increasing and maintaining the 
general efficiency of the army. Preventive measures which, 
as has been seen, were the primary aim of the Commission, 
were the first to be undertaken. Army camps and military 
hospitals were inspected and recommendations were made 
for their improvement. At first, members of the Commis
sion undertook to make inspections themselves, but in order 
to keep a more careful watch over conditions in all the 
camps and hospitals it was soon necessary to secure addi-

2., Dubuq_ue S emi-Weekly Times, November 26, 1864; Fite's Social and I n
dustrial Conditions in the North During the Civil War, p. 282. 

2 5 Stille's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, Chapter XVIII. 
It was stated by officers of the United States Sanitary Commission that the 
fairs actually resulted in loss rather than gain. Instead of guaranteeing the 
future of the Commission they tended, in the end, to lessen the income. 
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tional inspector s. Plans proposed by the Commission for 
better sanitary conditions were at first largely disregarded, 
but ,vere gradually accor"ded greater and greater recogni
tion until finally many of them were put into operation with 
gratifying success. Its plans for new hospitals were ac
cepted by the gove1"nment officials without change, and addi
tional hospital were constructed upon their r ecommenda
tions. As a r esult of its insistence the medical department 
of the army was complete! reorg·anized and put upon a 
much more practical and efficient basis. 2G 

Physicians, at work on the battlefields and in the hospi
tals, early met with many diseases which wer"e new to them 
and which, because of the lack of p1 .. oper information, they 
were handicapped in treating. When this situation came 
to the attention of the Commission, it secured specialists in 
various lines to prepare medical and surg·ical monog·raphs 
cove1 .. ing particular branches, and these monog·raphs were 
furnished to the physicians and surgeons in the service of 
the army f 01-- their .. instruction. The good accomplished by 
the preventive ,vork of the ommission can not be meas
u1 .. ed, but it is at least certain that it was an important fac
tor in determining the final outcome of the war.27 

RELIEF WORK 

The 1 .. elief work carried on by the Commis ion is of the 
g·r eatest inte1 .. est, since it was with this phase of the work 
that Iowa ,vas connected. When the Commission first be
gan operations there ,, ... as a feeling-- that the assumption on 
its pa1 .. t of any of the bur .. dens of r elief work would tend to 
weaken the l"esponsibility of the governm ent in that work. 
But when it soon became evident that many of the needs of 
the soldiers would not be supplied without assistance f1 .. om 

26 Stille's H istory of the United States Sanitary Commission, Chapters IV, V. 

27 Stille's History of the United States Sanitary Com1nission, Chapter V . 
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the Commission, that organization did not hesitate to enter 
upon the task of gathering and distributing stores and 
supplies of all kinds. So strong was the desire of the peo
ple to aid the soldiers that this desire was sure to find ex
pression in many and valuable donations; and r ealizing this 
fact, the Commission undertook to direct and control the 
nature of the supplies and their distribution.28 

SYSTEM OF COLLECTING STORES 

The perfection of a system for collecting and cont1,olling 
public contributions was at once begun. Depots to \\Thich 
supplies could be sent and from which they could be for
,varded to the places _ of need were established in Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago, 
and Louisville, and came to be known as branches of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. :lYien in various sec
tions of the country were appointed as associate members 
of the Commission, their duties being ''to promote the 
establishment of auxiliary associations and so to direct the 
labors of those already formed, for the aid and l'elief of the 
army, that they mjght streng·then and support those of the 
Commission.'' The associate members also took charge of 
the supply depots and managed them on behalf of the Com
mission. 2g 

The burden of raising supplies fell largely upon the wom
en. They were u1,ged to form societies in every neighbor
hood, to solicit donations, and to hold weekly meetings for 
the purpose of preparing articles for the use of the men in 

2s Stille 's History of tlie United States Sa1iitary Commission, pp. 167, 17 4, 
175, 176. 

29 The Sanitary Comrnission, Bulletin, Vol. I, No. 1, 1863, p. 2; Stille 's H i.s
tory of the United States Sanitary Co1nmission, p. 180. Associate members of 
the United States Sanitary Commission in Iowa, as listed in the Documents of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Vol. II, No. 74, pp. l-22J were Dr. Charles 
Clark, Robert L. Collier, and John B. Elbert. 
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service. As a r esult, during the war more than seven thou
sand local Aid Societies were organized, composed solely of 
women who devoted much of their time and energy to work 
for the cause of the Commi sion, and who were responsible, 
in a large measure, for the success of the whole movement. 
Many Aid Societie had been organized before the Commis
sion began its campaign and although the majority of them 
were eventually included in the national organization, this 
consolidation did not come about without a certain amount 
of strife. 

Each community felt, at first, that its duty was to care 
for its own soldiers. To send supplies by friends and to\vns
men '' who should see these comforts put upon the very 
backs, or into the very mouths, they were designed for, was 
the most natural plan in the world''. ''Nothing had been 
more difficult, at first, than to divert the warm impulses of 
the hearts of the women f1·om efforts to minister to the 
necessities of those, who, going from their own households, 
seemed to have peculiar and special claims upon their sym
pathy.'' Many of the States undertook to care for their 
own troops, no matter where they might be ;30 and as '' South 
Carolina said she could take better care of her own com
merce and her own forensic interests than the United 
States government, so Iowa and Missouri and Connecticut 
and Ohio insisted that they could each take better care of 
their own soldiers, after they were merged in the general 
Union army, than could any central or fede1--al or United 
States commission, whatever its resources or its organiza
tion.' ' 31 

so Stille 's History of the Un,ited States Sanitary Commission, pp. 169, 172, 
180, 186, 189, 190; Reed's The Heroic Story of the United States Sanitary 
Commission,, 1861-1865, p. 11. 

31 The United States Sanitary Commission in The North American Review, 
Vol. XCVIII, pp. 181, 183. 
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The position taken by the Commission was that since all 
the men were :fighting for a single purpose and represented, 
not single States, but the entire Union, they should all be 
accorded the same treatment regardless of the State from 
which they might have enlisted. This stand by the Com
mission and the great difficulties that faced those States 
which tried to care for their own troops after they once be
came widely scattered, served to hasten the abandonment of 
independent State action.32 By January, 1864, Missouri 
was the only State which had failed to unite and cooperate 
with the United States Sanitary Commission.33 

When the Aid Societies had been organized and put into 
operation contributions began to pour into the headquarters 
in large amounts. To stimulate and maintain interest 
among the Aid Societies, the Commission established a sys
tem of canvas ing by agents, who frequently visited the 
local societies, presenting to them the needs of the army 
and keeping their enthusiasm aroused by descriptions of 
the Commission's ,vork and its gratifying r esults. Bulletins 
and letters were r egularly issued and served to keep all 
parts of the organization in close touch and fully informed 
of the progr ess being made. As the war progressed it was 
rather expected that the women's inter est in the movement 
would gradually decline, but time proved that such was not 
the case. Instead of decreasing, the number of Aid Soci
eties and the amount of supplies which they forwarded in
creased and large quantities of stores continued to pour in 

32 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, pp. 189, 190. 

33 The United States Sanitary Commission in T1ie North American .Review, 
Vol. XCVIII, pp. 183, 184. The reason why the people of Missouri did not co
operate with the United States Sani tary Commission was because t he head
quarters of the Western Sanitary Commission were at St. Louis, and this Com
mission had charge of all the work in the State. That the people of Missouri 
did their share in relief "'~ork will be seen in t he account of the Wester n Sani• 
tary Commission in the f ollowing section. 

• 
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until the close of the war. It is estimated that three-fourths 
of the total supplies received by the Commission were col
lected by the women in this -manner.34 

GENERAL RELIEF 

Relief as administered by the Commission was of two 
types - general relief and special relief. General relief had 
to do with the work in the hospitals, in the camps, on 
ma1 .. ches, or upon the battlefield, and was administered ac
cording to definite rules, which were always closely fol
lowed. All work was carried on through the army surgeons 
or other officers, nothing being undertaken without their 
knowledge and consent. This course, it was realized, was 
necessary in order to maintain the proper army discipline. 
B efore any supplies were issued the Commission made sure 
that a real need existed for them, and even then a written 
statement or voucher was required of the surgeon applying 
for assistance. All the general, field, and regimental hospi
tals were supplied with visitors r epresenting the Commis
sion, who had access to supplies and sanitary stores. When 
there was need for their assistance, which was almost con
stantly, they did all in their power to furnish both the things 
needed and the necessary pe1 .. sonal service.35 

To each army sent on distant expeditions, and usually to 
each column of the main armies, was assigned an inspector, 
who was always a medical man, and a staff of assistants 
called relief agents. Connected with each of these units 
was a depot of supplies, and wagons or boats were provided 
to transport such stores as might be r equired on the 
marches. A moderate compensation was paid to these and 

84 Stille's Ht'.story of the United States Sanitary Comrnission, pp. 187, 188. 

8 5 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Com-mission, pp. 244, 246, 
249. 
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othe1· agents of the Commission.36 There were many who 
opposed the policy of paid agents, believing that voluntary 
service should be used exclusively, but the Commission soon 
learned that the work which agents were forced to under
take was a ''hard, continuous and prosaic one'', which de
manded patience and, above all, permanent service. Ex
periments showed that volunteer helper did not meet these 
requirements, and since the aim of the Commission was to 
secure the best possible se1~ice, they decided to pay their 
agents and thus increa e the probability that they would 
1·emain in the work. l\f oreove1--, with paid agents it was 
possible to maintain a discipline that could not be hoped 
for with volunteers.37 

As has already been noted, supplies were forwarded by 
the local Aid Societies to a sub-depot in one of the larger 
cities. Here the sto1--es were sorted and repacked, and held 
subject to the requisitions of the pe1--sons in cha1·ge of the 
two central depots at Washington and Louisville, ,vhere the 
1·eser,Te stores were held until needed. From these central 
depots the inspectors in the :field secured the necessa1--y sup
plies; and whenever they needed anything it was immedi
ately forwarded to them. In cases of a demand for articles 
not on hand, they were purchased or special appeals to the 
people were issued. For example, when scl1rvy began to 
invade the armies, appeals known as '' Onion Circulars'' 
and ''Potato Circulars'' were sent out, and in response 
thousands of barrels of onions and potatoes were secured 
from the farmers of the orthwest and quickly dispatched 
to the places of need. A military officer of high rank de-

86 The R eport of the United States San itary Commission for 1864-1865, p. 
807, states that the Commission employed two hundred agents at an average of 
two dollars per day or a total of $12,000 per month. 

37 Stille's History of tJie United States Sanitary Commission, pp. 250, 251, 
258, 259. 
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clared that the anitary Commission, by this means, had 
saved the army engaged in the siege of Vicksburg.38 

One of the most interesting departments of general relief 
was that known as Battle Field Relief. Immediately after 
a battle the agents of the Commission rushed supplies to 
the :field and all that ,vas possible ,vas done to relieve the 
wants and sufferings of the soldiers. Special groups of 
men, known as the Relief Corps, were trained for this task, 
which proved to be difficult. An account of the Commis
sion's activities after the battle of Gettysburg shows the 
nature of battlefield relief. Within two weeks after the 
battle, according to an estimate of Mr. Bellows, the s11m of 
$75,000 was devoted to relief work at that particular place. 
Much of this money went to pu1--chase supplies which were 
hurried to the army by express-cars and independent wagon 
trains. Sixty tons of fresh veg·etables were carried forwa1--d 
in r efrig·erating cars, and vast amounts of clothing·, food, 
fruits, and m·any othe1,. thing·s which would promote the wel
fare and comfort of the sick and wounded were distrib
uted.39 

Included in the items of food and delicacies distributed 
were 11,000 pounds of fresh poultry and mutton, 6430 
pounds of fresh butter, 500 dozen eg·gs, 675 bushels of 
fresh g·a1--den vegetables, 4 bushels of fresh berries, 12,900 
loaves of b1--ead, 20,000 pounds of ice, 3 00 pounds of con
centrated beef soup, 12,500 pounds of concentrated milk, 
7000 pounds of prepared farinaceous foods, 3500 pounds of 
dr--ied f1"uits, 2000 jars of jellies and conserves, 750 g·allons 
of tamarinds, 116 boxes of lemons, 46 boxes of oranges, 50 

38 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, pp. 191, 249, 
250. 

3 9 Stille's Histo1·y of the United States Sanitary Comm1ss1on, pp. 260, 261, 
262; The United States Sanitary Co1nmission in The North American Eevieiv, 
Vol. XCVIII, pp. 403, 404. 
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pounds of coffee, 831 pounds of chocolate, 426 pounds of 
tea, 6 00 pounds of white sugar, 785 bottles of syrup, 1250 
bottles of brandy, 1168 bottles of whiskey, 1148 bottles of 
wine, 600 gallons of ale, 134 barrels of crackers, 500 pounds 
of prese1 .. ved meats, 3600 pounds of preserved :fish, 400 gal
lons of pickles, 42 jars of catsup, 24 bottles of vinegar, 43 
jars of Jamaica ginger, 100 pounds of tobacco, 1000 tobacco 
pipes, 1621 pounds of codfish, 5 2 cans of canned fruit, 72 
cans of oysters, and 302 jars of brandied peaches. In the 
list of clothing and hospital supplies were 7143 drawers, 
10,424 shirts, 2144 pillows, 264 pillow cases, 1630 bed sacks, 
1007 blankets, 275 sheets, 50 wrappers, 2659 handkerchief , 
5 1 pairs of stocking"s, 72 bed pan , 10,000 towels and 
napkins, 2300 sponges, 1500 combs, 200 buckets, 250 pounds 
of castile soap, 300 yards of oiled silk, 7000 tin basins and 
cups, 110 ba1 .. r els of oil linen, 7 ,vater tanks, 46 water coolers, 
225 bottles of ba}T rum and cologne, 3500 fans, 11 barrels of 
chloride of lime, 4000 pairs of shoes and slippers, 1200 pairs 
of crutches, 1 0 lanterns, 350 candles, 300 squa1~e yai--ds of 
canvas, 64 pieces of netting, 237 quires of paper, 1 9 pieces 
of clothing·, and 16 rolls of plaster.40 

Even greate1 .. was the battlefield relief administered after 
the Battle of the Wilderness in Virginia in 1 64. At that 
time two steam barges and four hund1--ed and forty wagons 
carried to the field over two hundred tons of stores, which 
were distributed by t,vo hundred of the Commission's 
ag·ents. 41 

The follo,ving· desc1--iption of the general r elief work, as 
g·iven by Stille, sho,vs the 1--emarkable possibilities of the 
Commission's org·anization: 

40 Fite 's Social and I ndustrial Co1idit io1is in the N ortli Du,ring the Civil War, 
PP 277, 278. 

4 1 Fite 's Social and I ndustrial Condit ions in, th e N orth During the Civil War, 
p. 278. 
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Whether the wants of the Army of the Potomac were confined to 
suitable Hospital clothing and Hospital diet, whether General 
Rosecrans' army before Chattanooga, or that of General Grant be
fore Vicksburg rwas wasting away from the terrible effects of scurvy, 
whether General Gilmo1 .. e 's army on l\Iorris Island was perishing of 
disease aggravated by the use of brackish water, or that of General 
Weitzel in Texas was suffering from a total deprivation of veg
etable food, the stores of the Commission were always found abun
dant for supplying the particular necessity, and were conveyed to 
the sufferers ,vith a promptness and 1,v·ith an abundance, which 
never failed speedily to restore their shattered strength. It seemed 
indeed just as easy with the means at the disposal of the Commis
sion, and with the thorough organization of its system to forward 
cargoes of ice and anti-scorbutics to outh Carolina or Texas, or to 
transport thousands of barrels of onions and potatoes from the dis
tant Northwest to the Armies of General Rosecrans or General 
Grant, as to send a few cases of shirts and drawers, and of Hospital 
delicacies from Washington to the Army· of the Potomac.42 

SPECIAL RELIEF 

The other type of 1--elief-that is, special relief - was 
provided for '' the care of sick and needy soldiers in the 
vicinity of military depots, discharged men, paroled prison
ers, and that vast class of sufferers kno\vn as soldiers in 
'ir1--egular circumstances' or, in othe1-- words, those that had 
no leg·al claim upon the 01 .. dinary provisions of the govern
ment for assistance.'' Homes for the men formed one of 
the greatest items in this branch of the work. Here care 
was given to soldiers who were not sick enough for the 
hospitals and who ,vere not well enoug·h to return to service, 
and to those who needed aid in many othe1 .. ways. Forty 
such homes, from Washington to Brownsville, Texas, were 
maintained by the Commission, in which over four and a 
half million meals were served, and a million lodgings given 
to deserving soldiers. 48 

42 Stille's History of the Vnited States Sanitary Com1nission, p. 252. 

43 Stille 's History of tlie Vnited States Sanitary Commission, pp. 244, 294, 
295. 
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.A.nothe1 .. kind of special relief took the form of feeding 
stations conducted for the benefit of soldiers going from 
the battlefields to the hospitals. Owing to the great n11m
ber of wounded men and the difficulties of travel, much suf
fering, often resulted, and in order to furnish relief as far 
as possible these stations were maintained along the routes 
of travel. Convalescent camps, where men might recuper
ate their str eng1h after leaving the hospitals and before 
1·ett1rning to er,ice, were al o e tablished, moI·e than two 
hundred thousand men pa ing.. through a single one of 
these camps in 1 63 and 1 64.44 

Under a special bureau there was conducted a hospital 
directory, with headquarters at Washing·ton and branch of
fices at Philadelphia, Loui ,Tille, and ew York, by means 
of ,,Thich the1 .. e was kept a complete record of the names of 
men in hospitals. In these four offices were contained the 
names of ove1 .. six hund1 .. ed thousand men, with the latest 
p1 .. ocurable information in rega1 .. d to the position and condi
tion of each man, which furnished an invaluable service in 
keeping the people informed of the whereabouts and condi
tion of r elatives and friend . Through a Pension Bu1·eau 
ancl War Claim Agency the s11m of over two and a half mil
lion dollars was secured f 01-- soldiers by examining and pe1"
f ecting .. the papers which represented their claims l1pon the 
government.45 The branches of this agency in Iowa were at 
Dubuque, Davenpo1 .. t, Des 11oines, and Burlington.46 This 
department continued to operate for some time afte1-- the 
"ar and helped to collect back pay and pension money due 
to the soldier s.47 

Other forms of special relief consisted of providing 

44 Stille's History of the Unit ed States Sanitary Commission, pp. 298-303. 

45 Stille 's History of the United States Sanitary Commission, pp. 307-314. 

46 The Sa nitary Com1nission Bulletin,, No. 40, 1865, pp. 1277, 1278. 

47 Stille's History of the Unit ed States Sanitary Commission, pp. 310-314. 
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homes at the military centers where the wives and mothers 
of sick and wounded soldie1 .. s could be cared for while visit
ing their kin. Detectives ,vere also employed to protect 
soldiers from sharpers; and couriers were provided on the 
trains to minister to traveling soldiers who might be in need 
of, or could be aided by, their service .48 The many phases 
of the relief work show upon ,vhat a large scale the Com
mission was operating·, and what a wide :field of activities 
it embracecl. A expressed by a ,vriter in an English peri
odical, the principle upon ,vhich the Commission proceeded 
seems to have been '' never to :find a want of any kind with
out striving to supply it.' ' 49 

VALUE OF RELIEF WORK 

The total value of the supplies collected and distributed 
by the ommi ion was estimated to be $15,000,000. The 
cash receipts were $4,962,014. These totals, it must be r e
membered, were for the goods and money actually handled 
by the central body. In addition each local Aid ociety 
r ai ed money for local work ,vhich never passed through 
the hands of the Commission. Afte1 .. an unsuccessful at
tempt to obtain a statement from all the local societies con
cerning their wo1·k, the Commission estimated their aggre
gate contributions to be more than half of that of the Com
mission and its branches. Many of the railroads, teleg1 .. aph, 
and express companies gave their services free of charge or 
at g1 .. eatly reduced rates. At least three-fourths of the cost 
of transportation of all supplies was given free of charge. 
The newspape1--s printed adve1,tisements for the Commis
sion without charge, and many stores and companies from 
which goods were purchased lowered their prices so as to 

48 Stille 's History of the Un,ited States Sanitary Commission, pp. 314, 315. 
49 Cobbe's The American Sanitary Commission and Its Lesson in Fraser's 

Magazine, Vol. LXXV, p. 405. 
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barely cover the cost to themselves. All these services were 
of great money value, and an estimate of all of the services 
of the Commission, ,vhich includes the supplies, the cash, 
and other items, places the total at not less than $25,000,-
000. 50 The efficiency with which this vast supply of stores 
,vas handled is sug .. gested by the report of the western de
partment for the two years ending eptembe1" 1, 1 63, dur
ing which tjme this department distributed stores of an 
estimated value of $2,250,000, at an expense of $35,000, or 
one and one-half per cent of their ,Taluation.51 

CO CLUSI01 

The great success of the United States Sanitary Commis
sion has been att1--ibuted to the genuineness ,,rith ,,Thich it 
carried out its pledge to act strictly as a subordinate and 
auxiliary body to the medical staff. It \ as al,va s '' loyal 
to the 1fedical Department, - its fearless c1"itic, but never 
its rival 01 .. supplanter, - its watchful spur, but never its 
sly traducer or its disg"Uised enemy.' ' After the Commis
sion had been in operation for some time, the officers of the 
1Iedical Bureau realized that it was possible f 01 .. it '' really 
to aid and not embarrass them'' and they entered with 
hearty cooperation into the work. The relief work under
taken by the Commission is also generally considered to 
have been a great factor in its success, and historians have 
questioned whether it would ever have succeeded without 
it. The material aid rendered appealed to the public; it 
aroused popular interest and brought funds into the treas
ury ,vhich could be used for preventive service.52 

Go Stille's H istory of the Unit ed States Sanitary Commission, pp. 487-490. 

51 The United States Sanitary Commission in The N ortli American R eview, 
Vol. XCVIII, p. 407. 

~2 The Ur1.ited States Sanitary Commission in The N ort1i American Review, 
Vol. XCVIII, p. 194; Cob be 's The A1nerican San,itary Co1nmission and Its L es
son in Fraser's Magazine, Vol. LXXV, p. 409; Stille's History of tlie United 
States Sanitary Corrvrnissio1i, pp. 185, 255. 
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When the Commission was organized its members ''had 
nobody to help them and everybody to thwart them. Be
f 01--e they had done, they had imitators without number, 
eager to do their work, and glad to take their name.'' 53 

An English writer speaks of the United tates Sanitary 
Commission as '' worthy of the closer study of English 
philanthropists'' and affirms that '' the Sanitary Commis
sion effected a greater amount of good than had ever before 
been done in time of war''. 54 

II 

THE U ITED TATE CHRI TIAN CO1L\II SION 

ORGA TIZATIO.c Al\-rn PURPOSE 

About four months after the opening .. of the war Vincent 
Colyer of ew York conceived the idea '' of bringing reli
g·ious influences to bear'' upon the men serving· in the army. 
The g~eneral public, however, was slow to fall in line with 
his sugg·estion, and it was not until ovember 16, 1 61, that 
1--epresentativ'"es of Young .. ~Ien 's Christian Associations met 
in New York and established the United States Christian 
Commission 55 the purpose of which was '' to promote the 
spiritual and t emporal welfa1--e of the officers and men of 
the United States a1--my and navy''.56 

The men named to se1--ve llpon the Commission were Rev. 
Rollin H. eale of Boston, George H . Stuart of Phila
delphia, Cha1"les Demond of Boston, John P . Crozer of 

ss The United States S anitary Com,nission in The A t lantic Monthly, Vol. 
X I X , p. 418. 

5 4 Cobbe's The Arnerican, Sanitary Coni1nission and I ts L essons in Fraser 's 
M agazine, Vol. L XXV, pp. 401, 405. 

05 Mr. M oss's ' ' Christian Co1Ji1nissio11,'' in The N ation, Vol. VI, pp. 214, 215. 

5 6 F irst A rinual R eport of t he United S tates Christ ian Commission, 1863, p. 5 
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Philadelphia, Bishop E. S. Janes of ew York, Rev. M. L . 
R. P. Thompson of Cincinnati, Hon. Benjamin F . Mannierre 
of New York, Col. Clinton B. Fisk of St. Louis, Rev. Benja
min C. Cutler of Brooklyn, John V. Farwell of Chicago, 
11itchell H. Miller of Washing·ton, and J ohn D. Hill of Buf
falo . Immediately aft e1-- their appointment these men met 
in Washington and perfected an organizatio11 by electing 
George H. Stuart as chairman, B. F. Mannierre as secretary 
and treasurer, and George H. tuart, Bishop E. . Janes, 
Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler, Cha1~les Demond, and Benjamin 
F. 1fannierre as an executive committee. Headquarters 
"'"ere established in ew Y 01--k and work was immediately 
begun.57 

Considerable time elapsed, however , before anything· of 
importance was accomplished. ''For a good many months 
- seven or eight - the work lang11ished, and at times it 
seemed as if it would never be even well beg11n. '' In July, 
1 62, 1.fr. Morrison, the secr etary in charge of the head
quarters, wrote '' that the property on hand consists of a 
mahog·any table with t,vo drawers, two oak chairs, some 
books ancl statione1--y in a desk-the desk apparently a 
borrowed one - a lot of pamphlets, miscellaneous books, 

67 Later the offices of secretary and treasurer were separated, Rev. A. ::.\f. 
irorrison becoming secretary. During the first year B. F. 1'1annierre and Rev. 
B. C. C11tler resigned from the Commission and .Jay Cooke of Philadelphia and 
Rev. James Eells of Brooklyn were named to succeed them. J. P. Crozer and 
Jay Cooke filled the vacancies on the executive committee; Joseph Patterson of 
Philadelphia assumed the duties of treasurer. After several months of gratu
itous service, Rev. A. nf. ~1orrison resigned as secretary, and was followed in 
that office by Rev. W. E. Boardman. At this time the headquarters were 
n1oved from .i.. ew York to Philadelphia.- First Ann1-tal Report of the United 

States Christian Commission, 1863, pp. 5, 6. 
During the third year of the Commission's activities its membership was in

creased from twelve to forty-eight; the executi~e committee from :five to four
teen; and two secretaryships were established, one for home organization, the 
otl1er for field organization.- Third Annual R eport of the Un it ed States 

Christian Commission, 1865, p. 15. 
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ne,vspapers, and magazines; a coal scuttle, coal-scoop, ham
me1--, box-opene1-., and marking-pot; some paper, nails, and 
t,vine; eig·hty-f ou1-- th1--ee-cent stamps and fifty blue ones in 
a buff envelope, and a less number of the same value in a 
box of pens in the back part of a d1--awer. The only thing, 
in fact, to which 11r. Morrison was able to look back with 
pleasure when he afterwards reflected on his administration 
was that, daily, there was held in his office a pretty united, 
ea1·nest p1--ayer-meeting· of one.'' Like the founders of the 
United tates anitary Commission, the members of the 
Christian Commission met many r ebukes from government 
officials, and it was some time before they could secure any 
cooperation from them.58 

Early in 1 63, the affairs of the Commission began to 
develop more favorably. Rebuffs from those in authority 
became less f1~equent and eventually ''the approbation and 
commendation'' of the President of the United States and 
of the higher army officials ,vere secured. The first report 
issued by the Commission, in February, 1 63, stated that 
''the United tates Christian Commission, under full sanc
tion of the President, the Secretaries of War and of the 
Navy, the Generals commanding· the armies of the Union, 
and the Admirals commanding its squadrons, is prepared to 
minister, by its own volunteer, unpaid delegates,- Chris
tian gentlemen of the highest respectability,- to the wants, 
religious and temporal, of every man, on land and on sea, 
wearing the national uniform.' ' 59 Already, the report 
stated, 356 delegates had been sent to wo1--k among the sol
diers and to preach the gospel ; 3691 boxes of stores and 
publications, valued at $142,150, had been distributed; aid 

5SMr. Moss 's ''Christ ian Commission'' in The Nation, Vol. VI, pp. 214, 
215 ; Moss 's The Christian Commission in The Nation, Vol. VI, p. 272. 

59 First .Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1863, pp. 
5, 117 . 
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had been given to many thousand sick and wounded sol
diers; and many letters had been written and sent for the 
soldiers to tl1ei1~ families and f1 .. iends. 60 

The aim of the originators and founders of the Christian 
Commission was to exert a piritual influence upon the men 
in the national service. But just as the United States Sani
tary Commission had found it essential to undertake the 
collection and di tribution of supplies, so the Christian 
Commis ion found it necessary to minister, not only to the 
spiritual needs, but likewi e to the physical needs of the men 
,,Thom they ,vi hed to serve. Thus in February, 1863, the 
Commission announced that its purpose \\ras '' to arouse the 
Christian Associations and the Christian men and ,,romen 
of the loyal tates to such action towards the men in our 
army and na1?y, as ,vould be pleasing~ to the Jviaster; to ob
tain and direct volunteer labors, and to collect stores and 
mone)r with which to supply whatever ,,.,.as needed, reading 
matter, and articles necessary for health not furnished by 
Government or other agencies, and to give the officers and 
men of our army and navy the best Ch1·istian ministries for 
l)oth body and soul possible in thei1· circumstances.'' 61 The 
Commission did not propose to supersede the regula1-- chap
lain system as it then existed ii1 JLhe a1·my and navy, but 
hoped to cooperate with and aid it.62 Eight principles, in
cluding catholicity, nationality, voluntary service, combina
tion of benefits for body and soul, reliance upon unpaid 
delegates, personal dist1--ibution with personal ministra
tions, respect for autho1ities, and cooperation, were adopted 
as rules to guide the Commission in its undertakings.03 

oo First .Annual Report of the United States Christian, Commission, 1863, pp. 
13, 14. 

01 First .An,nual Report of the United States Christian Commiss-ion, 1863, p. 6. 

a2 First Annual Report of t7ie United States Christian Com1niss-iori, 1863, p. 5. 

as Second Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1864, 
pp. 15-21. 
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WORK OF THE COMMISSIO.1. 

The work of the Commission was divided into two general 
divisions, one including the work carried on at the seat of 
war and the other the work conducted at home 01' away 
from the seat of war. The latter department was under the 
direction of the Young 1fen 's h1,istian Associations in 
places ,vhere such organizations we1,.e to be found and were 
,villing to assume the duty; otherwise army committees 
were formed to do the wo1,k. The Commission and the 
many delegates 1--epresenting it p erformed the se1"Vices at 
the seat of war. The Young l\fen's Christian Associations 
and the army committees distributed I"eligious matter and 
necessary supplies, and relieved and counselled the sick and 
wounded in the hospitals and camps, besicles collecting 
stores to be forwa1--ded to the men working near the battle 
lines. The work of supplying 1·eligious services, distrib
uting r eading· matte1", religiou and otherwise, administer
ing· bodil comf 01--ts, and p1--omoting intercourse between the 
soldiers and their families was kno,\·n as '' General Work''. 
The relief and care of the wounded during and after battles, 
the relief g·iven in pa1,ole and convalescent camps, a11d other 
emerg·ency relief was de ig·na ted as '' pecial Work''. 64 

Supplies, upon being· collected, were f orwa1'ded to head
quarters of the Commission established nea1,. the :field of 
action, whence they we1--e appo1--tioned to deleg·ates fo1" pe1·
sonal dist1--ibution among the soldier s. For wo1--k upon the 
battle:fields, a trunk was furnished to each company of 
three, :five, or six delegates, accor--ding· as conditions cle
manded, packed with a1--ticles for the immediate use of men 
suffering· upon the :field. These trunks we1"e taken by the 
deleg·ates as personal baggag·e, to insure their being· on 
hand upon the delegates' arrival. In cases of emergency 

6 4 First .Annual :Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1863, 
p. 11. 
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whole car-loads of special stores were bought and gathered 
together in a very limited time, and sent by express trains 
to the field of battle. When the Commission's agents were 
forewarned of a battle an effort was made to have stores 
sent in advance so that they might be on hand the instant 

they were needed. 65 

Just as many gratuitous services were granted to the 
anitary Commission by 1--ailroads, telegraph companies, 

and similar agencies, so the Christian Commission was 
given free t1 .. anspo1--tation for their goods and representa
tives by the railroads; free service was accorded by tele
graph companies; and the best hotels in many cities opened 
their doors free of charge to the Commission's delegates.66 

The voluntary service of agents and delegates was a fea
tuI·e of the Commission's policy which was continually em
phasized. With the exception of a few paid agents, all 
se1--vices were performed without compensation, thus farm
ing~ a striking contrast to the Sanitary Commission which 
preferred paid rather than voluntai-·y help. The men repre
senting the Christian Commission were '' ministers, mer
chants, lawye1"s, surgeons and others'' who '' offe1 .. ed their 
ser, ... ices freely, in numbers ample to distribute all the stores 
and publications contributed, and all the Commission has 
had means to purchase.'' 67 The men were chosen from all 
denominations so as to minister, without preference, to men 
of all creeds.68 Likewise no lines were drawn between the 

65 First .A.n,nual Report of the Unit ed States CJiristian, Co1nmission, 1863, 

p. 12. 
66 First .A.n,nual Report of the Unit ed States CJ-iristian Commission, 1863, pp. 

6, 7; Second Annual R eport of the United States Christ ian Comnnission, 1864, 

pp. 24, 25. 
a7 First Annual R eport of the United States CJirist1ar1, Commission, 1863, 

pp. 6, 7. 
68 Second Ann.ual Report of the United States Christia1i Commission, 1864, 

pp. 15, 16. 
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soldiers of different tates or sections of the country. All 
men were treated alike, even the enemy wounded being aided 
in many cases.69 The members of the Commission aimed to 
send their supplies and render their services where the 
need seemed to them to be greatest, and they guarded care
fully ag·ainst flooding one department of the army with 
supplies to the neglect of another.70 

ince all stores and publications distributed by the Com
mission were taken directly to the soldiers by delegates or 
those ''known by them to be worthy of all confidence'', the 
Commission was assured that all goods would reach their 
proper clestination without being lost or misused. This 
sy tern of per onal distribution by voluntary agents and 
delegates, aided by the free t1 .. ansportation and communica
tion g1 .. anted them, permitted the Commission to perform 
its man}r and valuable functions with but little outlay of 
money.71 

A phase of 1--elief work which i of special interest, since 
it was proposed by and carried out under the direction of 
Mrs. Wittenm er, who played such an impo1 .. tant part in 
the relief work of Iowa, was the establishment and opera
tion of diet kitchens. pecial diet kitchens, sepa1 .. ate from 
the general kitchens of the hospitals, were cond11cted for 
the benefit of '' low diet'' patients. These were government 
kitchens and were cont1--olled and supplied by the medical 
authorities of the hospitals, except that the Commission 
fu1--nished certain necessities not fur--nished by the g·overn
ment and further provided and maintained women to man
age them.72 All patients in the hospitals who were not in 

69 First Annual R eport of the United States Cliristian Commission, 1 63, 
p. 13. 

70 Second Anrii,al Report of the United States Christian Com1ni.ssion, 1864, 
pp. 15, 16. 

11 First Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1863, p. 7. 

12 Third .Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1 65, 
p. 24. 
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condition to go to the general table or eat the food prepared 
in the general kitchens, had their meals ordered by the 
surgeons from the special diet kitchens.73 First adopted 
early in 1864 for the western branch of the army, these diet 
kitchens proved so successful that in the following year 
they were extended to the a1--mies in the east.74 

COLLECTIO OF STORES 

The Christian Commission proceeded in much the same 
way as the Sanitary Commission had done in its efforts to 
secure contributions of goods, money, and services. In one 
of its earliest appeals to the public the Commission wrote: 
''Let every city, town, and village form and report to us its 
Army Committee, to hold meeting·s, collect and forward 
money and supplies, and to select and recommend men to 
g·o as deleg,ates.'' Although formed by representatives of 
Young 11en 's Christian Associations, the Commission em
phasized the point that it was unnece ary to belong· to such 
associations in order to assist and help them in their work.75 

Little money was spent in the effor·t to interest the people 
in the activities of the Commission or to secure thei1~ aid 
and cooperation. In an early report of the Commission it 
is stated that the '' Christian men who have g'one witho1.1t 
pay as delegates to relieve, supply, and instruct the soldier, 
in hospital and camp, have just as f1"eely told the sto1'y of 
their work, and of the soldier's necessities, which has served 
to inte1--est the people, and secure their' prayers, money, and 
stores better than any paid agency could possibly have 

1 a Third .Annual R eport of the United States Christ1an Comrnission, 1865, 
p. 44:. 

74 Third A nnual R eport of the United States Christian Com1nission, 1865, p. 
24; Fourth .Annual R eport of the United States CJirist1an Commission , 1866, 
p. 16. 

7 :s First A nnual R eport of the United States Cliristian Commission, 1863, pp. 
122, 123. 



1 4 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

done''. 76 The second annual report again emphasized this 
system of 1 .. aising supplies, and the remark was made that 
'' there never-- was such another agency to move the people.'' 
The report added however, that in '' two or three instances 
indeed, returned deleg·ates, unde1-- the pressure of constant 
and earnest demand for them to address public meetings, 
had been 1 .. etained'', but their compensation was only ''nec
essary sustenance'', and this was provided for largely by 
special contributions. Without any urging, many com
munities had organized committees which acted as local 
Christian Commissions, while the people had '' sent in their 
money and sto1·es to these vaI·ious centers of supply, which 
in turn have pou1 .. ed in their streams into the general work 
of the ommi sion. '' T\\~ce, on Thanksgiving .. days, large 
cont1·ibutions had been made for the Commlssion, the second 
contribution alone amounting to nearly ninety thousand 
dolla1--s. Not only did the Commission choose to perform its 
work without special agents for raising .. funds, but it aimed 
to employ ''no outside means, or indirect appliances, com
bining personal pleasure with public beneficence, to draw 
money which would not be g·iven dii .. ectly'',77 a policy which 
again was almost di1--ectly opposite to that pursued by the 

nited tates anita1"y Commission and its branches and 
local societies. 

These policies in regard to raising money and supplies 
operated satisfactorily for the Christian Commission until 
the third year of its wo1--k, when new difficulties were en
countered. The interest of the gene1'al public was centered 
in the sanita1·y fai1--s which were being .. held throughout the 
country, and the people '' appea1'ed to be p1 .. essed into for
getfulness of the Christian Commission and its wants.'' 

10 First A nn-ital R eport of the United States Christian Commission, 1863, p. 7. 

71 Second .Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1864, 
pp. 22, 23. 
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Some step to overcome this lack of interest had to be taken. 
Two plans were sug .. gested and both were accepted. An 
eastern clergyman proposed that in each evangelical con
greg·ation there should be formed an auxiliary of the Com
mission, including, so far as possible, '' every man, woman, 
and child as contributing· members''. To this was added 
the idea of uniting the women of the land more firmly with 
the Commission. The result was a scheme to organize 
Ladies' Christian Commissions - one in every evang·elical 
cong1~eg·ation - emb1 .. acing· all sexes and all ages, with a 
membership fee of one dollar a yea1--, to solicit contributions 
in money and sto1--es and to prepa1"e clothing and delicacies 
for distribution in the :field. A second plan, to take a na
tional subscription on behalf of the Commission, was sug
g·ested by a western merchant who gave $5000 to inaugurate 
the movement. As a result of this suggestion a meeting· 
was held in Philadelphia at which $50,000 was raised; 
$30,000 was pledged at Pittsburg·h, and in many other cities 
la1~ge sums we1--e subsc1"ibed.78 

The good accomplished by the Ladies' Christian Commis
sions was emphasized in the final report of the Commission. 
Although they "' ere late in being· organized and had only a 
sho1--t time to operate befo1--e the war closed, a great deal 
was accomplished by them. The reports to the cent1·al 
Commission were very incomplete, only two hund1--ed and 
sixty-six local 01"g·anizations 1--eporting, of which eighty were 
in Philadelphia, with the r emainder scattered over seven
teen States. early $200,000 was received by the Christian 
Commission from local ag .. encies.79 

78 T1iird .Annual R eport of the United States Christ1an, Commission, 1865, 
pp. 18, 19, 20. 

79 Fourth A n11ual R eport of the United States Cliristian Commission,, 1866, 
p. 202. 
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SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE CHRISTIA T CO:\fMISSION 
• 

r • An enumeration, some,vhat detailed, of the services ren
dered by the Commission ,vill help to indicate the exact 
nature of its activities. Fo1· the four years of the war 4 59 
deleg·ates were commis ioned, gi,ring· an aggregate of 
1 1,562 day of se1·vice. Tl1e e cleleg·ates distributed 95,066 
boxes of sto1--es and publications, 1,466,74 Bibles, Testa
ments, and portions of the sc1--iptu1--es, 1,370,953 hymn and 
P salm books, ,30 ,052 knapsack books, 296, 16 bound li
bra1'y books, 7 67, 61 magazines and pamphlets, 1 ,126,002 
1--eligious ne"Tspapers, 39,104,243 pages of tracts, and 572 
'' ilent omf orters''; they p1--eached 5 ,30 sermons; held 
77,744 prayer-meetings; and wrote 92,321 lette1--s f 01-- sick 
and disabled soldiei--s.80 

The ca h receipt of the ce11tral and b1,.anch offices 
amou11ted to $2 524,512.56; sto1--es dist1--ibuted ,,.,.ere esti
mated to be ,voT·th $2 39 445.17; the valt1e of the books and 
literatt11--e of all kinds was placecl at $299,576.26; the ser
vices of deleg·ates ,,.,.e1·e estimated to be worth $344,413.69; 
,vhile the free accommodations g·1--anted by 1--ailroads, tele
g·1--a ph companies, and simila1-- ag·encies amo11nted to 
$2 3,160. The total value of the Commission's work, in
cluding· cash, sto1--es, and the many ser,,.ices rendered, 
amounted, according to the Commission's own estimate, to 
$6,291,107.6 .81 But the mate1·ial " rants supplied clo not 
meas111--e the full value of the Ch1--istian Commission's ef
f 01--ts, for '' there we1·e deepe1' wants than those of the body 
- other comfo1·t and help to be g·i,Ten besides the physical. 
The g·ospel of clean clothes, of food that was not 'hard-tack, ' 
of encou1--aging· ,vord , was but the entering wedg·e of a 

so Fourt h, A.n1iual R eport of the United States Christian Cornniission, 1866, 
p. 27. 

s1 Fourth, Annual R eport of the United States Christian Coninussion, 1866, 
p. 28. 
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hig·her message, whose p1--oclam.ation was the Deleg·ate 's 
dea1--est privileg·e. ''82 

There can be no doubt that from the wo1~k of the Chris
tian Commission great benefits \"\re1"e de1--ived by individual 
soldiers and by the army as a whole. The nat111--e of these 
benefits is well stated by a historian i11 setting forth Gen
eral Grant' reasons for p ermitting-- the Commission's dele
gates to ,,01--k ,,rithin the limits of his army, befo1--e they hacl 
1·eceived any anction from. g·o,re1 .. nment authorities. He 
g·1·anted this pe1TI1js ion because of his 1·ealization '' that the 
distribution of newspape1 .. s and books among· his fello,v
citizens in arms · the p1·e ence among· them. of men and ,,.,.o
men "Tho re,Ti,.,.ecl in their mind the best ideas connecte l 
with home; who supplied them with 1·eading· matter that 
called them. a,,Tay f1'om. euchre and bluff and co1·1·u1Jting· 
con,.,.er satio11; who set them singing hymns and hearing 
se1mons "Then they mig·ht other,·v·ise have been b1--eaking 
g11ard or smug·g .. ling whi key into camp; ,,Tho nursecl a11d feel 
men for whose death too often the hospital stewards ,,,.er 
waiting· with a natural but discouraging· impatience; wl10 
,,trote thousancls of letters that brought back to sick men 
thol1sands of comfo1·ting· letters; who, in short, made able
l)odied soldiers le s disorderly and able-bodied and disabled 
soldiers more happy and comfortable - such persons, he 
pe1--ceived, " Te1'e persons that mig·ht p1--operly be used by the 
g·ener al of a volunteer" army '' .83 

III 

THE WE TER SA IT ARY Oi\I~IISSIO 

ORGANIZ~i\..TIO... A ID DE,rELOP~fE T 

Unlike the United States Sanitary Commission, the W est
er11 Sanita1'}"" Commission did not find its beginni11g in any 

82 The Christian Com1nission in L ippincott 's Magazine, Vol. I, p. 151. 
83 Mr. Moss's '' Christian Cornrnission '' in Th e 1.r ation , Vol. VI, p. 215. 
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preconceived and prearranged plan of operation, but 
'' sprang from sudden exigency for relief of suffering''. 84 

After the battles of Boonville, Carthage, Dug· pring·, and 
Wilson's Creek the sick and wounded soldiers were brought 
into t . Louis in great numbers and in the absence of any 
adequate existing accommodations, the city was confronted 
with the task of developing means by which the men could be 
cared for. 5 The '' House of Refuge'', a large, uncompleted 
structu1·e some four miles from the city had been taken over 
as a hospital, but as '' neither stoves, nor bedsteads, nor 
beds, nor bedding, nor food, nor nurses, nor anything· else'' 
had been provided, much remained to be done before the 
building was suitable for hospital purposes.8 6 Even when 
this building had been proper'ly equipped, the number of 
men demanding .. medical car'e had become so large that still 
additional hospitals were a necessity.87 

To aid in 1--elieving· this situation, early in eptember, 
1 61, General Fremont appointed a commission of civilians 
to cooperate with the medical department in obtaining and 
furnishing· buildings for hospital use.88 The men named 
as members of the comission, which was designated as the 
W estern anitary Commission, were James E. Yeatman, 
C. . Greely, J . B . Johnson, Geo1--g·e Part1·idge, and Rev. 
William G. Eliot, all of St. Louis. The :fi1--st of these men 
was a retired Tennessee planter, Greely and Partridge were 

84 Loyal W ork in Misso1iri in The N orth, .A1nerican B evie10, Vol. X CVIII, 
p. 523. 

85 Anderson 's The Story of a B order Cit y During The C1.vzl War, p. 2~8 ; 
L oyal Work 1n Missouri in The N orth A merican R eview, Vol. XCVIII, p. 526. 

86 L oyal W ork in M issouri in The Nortli .American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 526. 

87 Anderson 's T he St ory of a B order Cit y During The Civil War, p. 2 8. 

88 L oyal W ork in Missouri in The North, .American R eview, Vol. X CVIII, 
pp. 526, 527 ; Anderson 's The S t ory of a Border City D1iring The Civil War, 
p . 288. 
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prosperous merchants, Johnson a physician, and Eliot the 
pastor of the only Unitarian church in St. Louis.89 Mr. 
Yeatman assumed the presidency of the body and devoted 
his entire time to the work, the remaining members meeting 
with hlm daily '' except Sunday'' for consultation.90 The 
members, who served without pay,91 decided at the first 
meeting that they would advance the small amount of money 
needed for office expenses and determined to proceed with
out the services of a clerk.92 A little later it was found 
necessary to employ one man, who '' acted as storekeeper, 
po1·ter and clerk for thirty dollars a month.' '93 

With this meager beg·inning the Commission found itself 
call eel upon to per£ orm additional functions, one after an
other·, until ultimately the work, although not quite so broad 
nor so extensive, corresponded closely to that of the United 
States Sanita1 .. y Commission. It '' not only sent surgeons, 
nt11·ses, and supplies into the field, but strove by hospitals, 
soldier s ' homes, agents, and advisors, to succor the con
valescent, aid the injured to r eturn home, and to do, in 
short, for anyone, Union or Confederate, white or black, 
fr·ee or slave, any service of mercy which he needed.'' Be
ginning in St. Louis, the field covered by the Commission 
g1·aclually spread to the surrounding territory and to neigh
boring States until soon practically ''the whole burden of 
ministering~ to the Union ( and in some cases to the Confed
e1·ate) armies in the i1ississippi Valley fell upon the West-

89 War of the Rebellio1i : Official R ecords, Series III, Vol. II, p. 947; Ander
son's The Story of a Border City During Tlie Civil War, p. 290. 

90 Anderson's The Story of a Border City During The Civil War, pp. 289, 
290. 

91 Anderson's The Story of a Border City Di1,ring The Civil War, p. 290. 
92 Loyal Work in Missouri in The North, American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 

p. 523. 
93 Anderson's The Story of a Border City During The Civil War, p. 291. 
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ern Sanitary Commission.' '94 A member of the Commis
sion writing· in 1 64 said that the organization ''has had, 
,vith trifling exceptions, exclusive (sanitary) ca1--e of all the 
armies west of the Mississippi, from the beginning of the 
war .... Fo1-- the first year of the war, the time of g1 .. eatest 
difficulty, it had almost a monopoly in fitting up and sup
plying hospital steamers and all other Western river work, 
including· supplies to the gunboat flotilla on the ~fississippi, 
and has kept its agents and sto1--es of hospital supplies at 
every impo1·ta11t point in the Weste1--n depa1·tment. '' 95 

The United tates Sanitary Commission early recog'Ilized 
the existence of the western organization and at first at
tempted to absorb it as one of its branches. Dr. J. S. ew
berry, the sec1--eta1--y of the Western Department of the Uni
ted tates ommission, was instructed to confer with the 
\Veste1 .. n ommission relati, ... e to a union of the two organi
zations. He met the members of the latte1' bocly on Septem
ber 23, 1 61, and submitted to them his p1·oposition, but 
after due deliberation they rejected it, choosing to remain 
independent.90 About the first of ovember a remon
st1 .. ance again t the wo1--k of the Western anitary Commis
sion was filed at Washing·ton by the United tates Sanitary 
Commission, reque ting .. the ecretary of War '' to vindi
cate his own authorit}T'' by r equiring· Gene1 .. al Fremont to 
r escind his order, and put the Western anitary Commis
sion in '' its proper place of subordination.'' Secreta1·y 
Came1--on ''had no objection to the Western gentlemen being 

94 Usher's A Bibl1ograpliy of Sanitary Work in St. Lo11,is During the Civil 
War in the Missouri Historical Society Collections, Vol. IV, p. 73; Usher's 
The Western Sanitary Commission in the Proceedings of the M ississippi Val
ley Historical Assoc1ati.on, 1908-1909, pp. 219, 220. 

915 Loyal Work in Missouri in TJie North American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 520. 

96 J ewberry 's The U. S. Sanitary Corn1nission, in the Valley of the M issis
sippi, p. 18. 
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as indepenclent as they pleased, so long as they were under 
the Medical Depa1--tment. '' Acco1--dingly he approved the 
01·de1 .. of General Fremont and gave to the Western Commis
sion the p1,ivileg·e of '' extending its labors to the camps and 
hospitals of any of the ,Veste1·n armies, under the clirection 
of the assistant surgeon-gene1--al, Col. R. C. Wood, or the 
senior medical office1' of the Meclical Depa1·tment. '' 97 The 
action of the United tates a11itary Commi sion was prob
ably taken under mi app1·ehen ion of the real facts and 
in the later yea1--s of the war the two Commi sions cooperat

ed on very f1·iendly terms.98 

GENERAL WORK OF THE CO1Il!ISSION 

Although its work \\ ... a on the whole, similar· to that of 
the United tates anitary ommi sion, the ,,To1'kers for the 
,Vestern Commi ion, because of their po ition, had their 
o,,7 n pa1--ticular pro bl ems to solve. The p1'ozision of hos
pitals, which was thei1" fir t task, provecl to be one of the 
g1·eatest. \\Tithin t\\To months after opening· the :fi1,st hos
pital, they had fi,le more completely equipped a11cl filled to 
ove1·flo\\7 ing·. At the end of the war :fifteen ho pitals hacl 
been established in ancl a1--ou11d t. Lo11is ,, .. ith accommoda
tions £01,. six thol1sand patients. Of these the la1·gest, which 
in two yea1--s had received ele,ren thousand patients, was 
sitl1ated at J effer on Ba1--racks. In addition to these the 
Commission joinecl "\\7 ith the United States Sanitary Com
mission in founding and equipping ten hospitals in Mem
phis, Tennessee.99 '' Floating Hospitals '' ,vere operated on 

97 War of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, Series III, Vol. II, p. 947; Loyal 
W ork in Missouri in Tlie North, .American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, p. 528. 

08 Loyal Work i n M issouri in The N ortll, A 1nerican R evieiv, Vol. XCVIII, 

p. 528. 
99 Anderson's The S tory of a Border City Durin g The Civil War, pp. 291, 

292, 297, 298. 
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the Mississippi River. These were boats, fitted out as hos
pitals, which cruised up and down the river so as to be close 
to the armies which they se1~ved. Thirteen such boats, each 
accommodating from five hundred to a thousand patients, 
were operated by the Commission. To give service on the 
immediate field of battle and upon marches, ''flying hos
pitals'' or wag1 ons furnished with cots and medical stores 
were maintained.100 

The first soldiers' home to be established by the Western 
Commission was opened in March, 1 62, at St. Louis, and 
during1 the ,var housed more than seventy thousand soldiers. 

ubsequently five additional homes were opened in which 
as a daily ave1·age six hundred guests, mostly invalids and 
convalescents, were cared for, fitted out with necessities, and 
sent on to their destinations. Up to December, 1 65, the 
homes altog·ether had housed, free of charge, 421,616 sol
diers, had furnished them 9 2,592 meals and 410,252 lodg
ing·s.101 

A new problem was faced by the Western Sanitary Com
mission in dealing with the freedmen and refugees from the 
southern tates. These people became very n11merous in 
St. Louis and the adjacent ter1--itory and were often in most 
urgent need of assistance. Many thousands of white refu
g·ees from the South gathered in Missouri, Arkansas, Ten
nessee, and Mississippi, and the W este1--n Commission was 
the first of the sanitary organizations to undertake system
atically to provide for them. Ten centers were established 
where temporary hospitals and schools were opened and 
where all possible aid was given to these people. The 

100 Anderson's Tlie Story of a Border City During The Civil War, p. 297; 
Usher's The Western Sanitary Co1nmission in the Proceedings of the Missis
sippi Valley Historical Association,, 1908-1909, p. 223. 

101 Loyal Work in, Missouri in The N ort}i A. merican R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 520; Anderson's The Story of a B order City During The Civil War, pp. 292, 
300. 

• 

' 



1 

' ,, 
e 

n 

d 

• 

h 
d 
d 
le 

1-
., -
' 

o.-

1e 
' Lil 

st 
U· 

n-
as 

n
ed 
rrd 

he 

li; 
sis· 

RELIEF WORK DURING CIVIL WAR 193 

Commission '' fed, clothed, taught and nursed them, and, 
so far as practicable, put them to work.'' 10 2 The Commis
sion also sent food and clothing for temporary relief of the 
freedmen, and later founded hospitals for their care and 
opened schools to educate and prepare them for their new 
life.103 

COLLECTI01 A.i'ID DISTRIBUTIOr OF SUPPLIES 

ot long afte1~ the establishment of the Western Sanitary 
Commission, notices asking for assistance in carrying on its 
work were inserted in the St. Louis ne,vspapers. In addi
tion a few lines were sent for publication in the B oston 
Transct~ipt, asking the New England women for donations 
of ''knit woolen socks''. Such notices continued to be pub
lished thereafter aboµt every six months, this being the 
only means used by the Commission to reach the people of 
the Nation and secure contributions. No regular system 
of raising and collecting money and stores \Vas maintained. 
No local societies were organized as auxiliaries, and no 
agents were sent out by the Commission to work in its 
behalf.104 The Commission was, however, absolutely de
pendent upon public support for money and supplies, and 
although the movement which broug~ht this support was 
'' spontaneous and self-directing'', it resulted in a '' contin
ued, uninterrupted str eam of gifts' ' which kept the Com
mission's warehouses full and its treasu1·y r eplenished.105 

102 Usher 's A Bibliograp71,y of Sanitary W ork in St. Louis During the Civil 
War in the Missouri Historical Sooiety Collections, Vol. IV, p. 77; Anderson 's 
The Story of a B order City During The Cvvil War, p. 300. 

ioa Anderson's The Story of a B order City During The Civil War, pp. 298, 
299. 

104 Loyal Work in Missouri in The North A1nerican, Review, Vol. XCVIII, 
pp. 523, 524. 

105 Loyal Work in Missouri in The North American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
pp. 523, 524. 
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Early in the life of the Commission the State leg·islature 
of 11issouri granted seventy-five thousand dolla1's for the 
relief of Missou1'i troops, which sum was by special arrange
ment placed in the general fund of the Commission. In 
January, 1 63, several men in Boston raised thirty-five 
thousand c1ollars for the Wes tern Commission, and in St. 
Louis, du1'ing· the '' frozen week'' of January, 1 64, collec
tions of thirty thol1sand dolla1 .. s we1'e made. A ew Eng·
land woman set aside one of the l'Ooms in her house, desig
nating it as the ''1li Ol11 .. i Room,'' in which she received 
donations for the Western Commission. The supplies 
which he collected were valued at seventeen thousand dol
lars, and these, with nearly an equal amount in cash, were 
forwa1 .. ded to t. Louis.1 06 

At the close of the yea1' 1 63 and early in 1 64, the funds 
of the ommission were 1'unning low, and in order to in
c1·ea e them it wa decicled to hold, at t. Louis, a sanitaI'Y 
fair such as hacl been held in many places by b1 .. anches of the 
U11ited tates anitary ommission. Arrangements were 
soo11 made and du1"'ing· ~fay the fair, which proved a great 
success, was held. The net proceeds amounted to $554,591 
- the result of cont1·ibutions of money and goods from all 
over the nited tates and abroad.107 

Like the othe1-- a11ita1"y Commissions, the western 01·gani
zation was g·1'anted rail1 .. oad and transportation facilities 
and many simila1· se1 .. ·v·ices, free of charge, which meant a 
g·1 .. eat saving in expenses. ''From t. Louis to ew Or
leans, from Pea Ridg·e to Chattanooga by every commander 
of the Department of the 1'1issouri and eve1·y general in the 
field, by the head of the vVestern Medical Department and 

100 Loyal Work in Missouri in The North .American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
pp. 522, 523. 

107 Anderson's The Story of a B order Clty During The Civil War, pp. 309-
314. 
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the vTarious medical directors, by quartermasters and trans
portation-masters, and all other officers, the Commission 
and its agents have been most kindly recog'Ilized, and have 
sca1·cely e,rer solicited a favor in vain. '' 108 

In the performance of its wo1 .. k, the W este1 .. n Sanitary 
Commission, whenever possible, cooperated with the United 
States anita1--y Commission and its branches, ,vith the 
Oh1 .. i tian Commi sion, and with local Aid Societie .109 o 
attention was paid to tate or ectional lines. As expressed 
at that time, it was '' the oldier of the nion . . . . not 
the citizen of Missou1·i or 1\Iassachusetts'' 1.-vhom the Com
mission served. Supplies and cont1~ibutions came from all 
sources and they we1,e di tributed upon the same br·oacl ba
sis.110 Donations came f1 .. om all the no1 .. thern States, espe
cially f1·om 1\1ichigan and the 01·th,,Test ; but Philaclelphia, 
N c,v Y 01,k, Providence, and Boston \\"'e1"e specially lavish in 
thei1· gifts. '' By J anua1 .. y, 1 64, more than t,vo hundr·ed 
thousand dollars in cash had been recei,.,ed, of which t. 
Lollis and 11issouri had donated more than half; ,, .. hile the 
c1istant tates of California and l\Iassachusetts hacl each 
contributed fifty thousand dollars.'' 111 

The outlay of the Western anita1"y Commission i11 money 
and g·oods for the yea1,s 1 62 and 1 63 a·v·e1--aged $50,000 per· 
month. This money \\Tent towards the p1~evention and re
lief of suffering, ,vith a reduction of only one and one-half 
per· cent to cover the total cost of salaries, agencies, and 

108 Loyal Work in Missouri in Tlie North Arnerican E eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 521. 

100 Loyal Work in M issouri in TJie orth American E eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 528. 

110 Loyal Work in M issouri in The North A merican R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
pp. 522, 523. 

111 Anderson's The Story of a Border City During TJie Civil War, pp. 295, 
296. 
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distribution.112 From the beginning to the close of its ac
tivities $3,500,000 worth of supplies and nearly $1,000,000 
more in cash were received by the Commission.113 ''No 
sanitary work undertaken during the war, East or West, 
North or South, was more efficiently performed than that 
directed from t . Louis'', says a I"ecent writer. '' And all 
this vast amount of work was performed, millions of dol
lars ' worth of supplies distributed and used, thousands of 
meals provided for the hungry, hundreds of thousands of 
sick and homeless men temporarily lodged, by an organiza
tion of some half a dozen private citizens of t. Louis, none 
of whom were paid or had had prev"'ious experience.'' 114 

IV 

THE ORGA IZATION OF RELIEF WORK IN IOWA 

The people of Iowa were not behind the citizens of other 
sections of the country in shouldering their share of the 
burdens occasioned by the outbreak of the Civil War. No 
sooner had the men of the State beg11n to answer the call 
to arms than those who r emained behind commenced to plan 
and to work for the purpose of making army life as ag·ree
able as possible. 

THE KEOKUK LADIES' AID SOCIETY 

The first movements were unorganized, separate comuni
ties attempting to make provision for their own troops. 
Large quantities of supplies were collected and sent by in-

112 Loyal Work in Missouri in The North American R eview, Vol. XCVIII, 
p. 521. 

113 Anderson's The Story of a Border City During The Civil War, p. 296. 
114 Usher's A Bibliography of Sanitary Work in St. Lo11,is During the Civil 

War in the Missouri Historical Society Collections, Vol. IV, p. 73. 
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dividuals directly to their friends and r elatives in camps 
and hospitals; and in many places local soldier s ' aid socie
ties were organized to supply the company or regiment 
Vlhich r epresented those particular localities. An effort 
to systematize and unite the work of the whole State was 
first made by the women of K eokuk, under the leader ship of 
111·s. Annie Wittenmyer. The K eokuk society, organized 
cluring· the summer of 1 61, at once enter ed upon the work 
in behalf of the men who were serving their country in the 
ai·m}T.116 One of the first steps taken by the organization 
,,.,as to send Mrs. Wittenmyer--, the cor1--esponding secretary, 
to ,.,i it lo'\\Ta solclie1"s in their camps and asce1"tain thei1' 
g·reatest needs in order that the work at home might be di-
1·ectecl along the most efficient lines. The first of Aug-ust 
fou11cl TuI1·s. "\Vittenmyer in t. J o eph, I\1is ouri, ,vhithe1,. she 
had gone to visit the econd Iowa R egiment; but not finding 
the regime11t tl1ere, she followed it to St. Louis.116 That 
the ,vomen at Keokuk were busy is shown by the report of 
an ente1"tainment given during August by the Aid ociety 
in order to raise funds for their work, at which the net pro
ceecls amounted to something over one h11ndred and fifty 

clolla1·s.1 17 

Once the work at K eokuk was well under way, the Aid 
Rociety I"eached out in an effort to obtain the cooperation of 
tl1e women of the entire tate. Soldiers' Aid Societies had 
already been formed in some other towns and they were 
urg·ecl to wo1--k "\\"ith the K eokuk forces. Where no steps had 
a8 }·et been taken to launch such enterp1·ises the people were 
asked to do so. On the thirtieth of Aug-ust, Mrs. Wittenmy
e1·, acting for the K eokuk org·anization, sent a letter to the 
,vomen of Des 11oines inviting them '' to effect a similar 

115 Muscatine Weekly J ournal, November 6, 1863. 
116 Des Moines Valley Wliig (Keokuk), August 5, 1861. 
117 Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk), August 19, 1861. 
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org·anization, and co-ope1--ate ,~{ith them in supplying articles 
of comfort to the I owa Volunteers, and especially in pro-
iding· thei1' hospitals with uch comfo1·ts and con, ... eniences 

as the Governme11t does not p1·0,yide. '' 118 Ea1·ly in Septem
ber a Keokuk pape1-- carried a message addressed '' To the 
Ladies of Iowa ', with a request that it be copied by paper 
th1'oug·hout the tate. In thi address the women we1--e 
u1·ged to org·anize societie in their respective districts and 
\\Tork in conjunction ,v·ith the I{eokuk society. It explained 
that the members of the latter org·anization would be in 
di1·ect communication '"'ith tl1e tate troop ancl could keep 
their auxiliaries po ted concerning· all items of interest. 
Packa~·es ,,1"ei-·e to be sent expre prepaid to the oldiers' 
Aid ociety of I{eok11k whence they would be f 01,.warded 
free of charg·e to thei1" destina tions.119 

THE AR~IY SANIT . .\.RY CO~:\IISSIOX 

Early in October, Gove1·no1-- Ki1·kwood '' conceived the 
idea of a11 01·g·anized and united action that should excite 
and direct the whole wo1--k of the ta te. '' Tl1e existing sit11-
ation, the Governo1' thoug·ht, '' ,,yas attendecl with so much 
expense and larg·e lo ses of goods, and was so unce1"tain in 
its operations'' as to need st1·engthening.1 20 Acco1--ding·ly 
on October 10, 1 61, he sent the follo\\Ting· lette1-- to Rev. A. 
J. Kynett of Lyons ; 

I l1ave obser·ved ,,rith plea ure that at va1·ious points in tl1is State 
voll1nta1·y a sociations are being organized ,,·ith a view to provicle 
Olll' sick and \'rounded soldie1·s ,vitl1 articles essential to tl1eir com
fort and not furnished by the Government, ,Yhile in hospitals. In 
order to encot1rage the formation of such societies and make the1n 
efficient, I request that you ,,vill form such societies in the various 

11s Counc1l Bluffs Nonpareil, September 14, 1861. 
119 Des Moines Valley Wh ig (Keokuk), September 16, 1861. 
120 Report of the Io iva Sanitary Conimiss1on, 1866, p. 3. 
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co111munities in the tate, and perfect a s~~ste1n by ,,·hich contribu
tions thus made will reach tho e of our citizen soldiers who may be 
in need. I desire that societies already fo1 .. 1ned, and hereafter 
organized, will co-ope1--ate '"ith you in your mi sion. 

111 ... Kynett, after consulting friends who were interested 
in the movement, 1 .. ecommended the cr--eation of a tate a11i
tar·y Commis ion, similar to the nited tates anitary 
Commission. To a,roid the loss of time a11d to eliminate 
the necessary expen e attached to the holding· of a con,ren
tion of citizens of the tate, and since both the nitecl tates 
Sa11ita1--y Commi sion and the ,Ve tern a11ita1·} ... Commi -
sion had been e tablished by appointme11t, 1\11-. I{~"11ett ad
,,ised that the Gove1·no1-- appoint the member· of the Io,,,.a 
Commission. According·ly on Octo be1" 13, 1 61, Go,,.e1"1101 .. 
Ki1·k,vood named as member· J. C. Hug .. hes, ::.\1. D., of I{eo
kuk, president ; R ev. Geo. F . lag·ot1n of L}"Ons, sec1--eta1·y · 
Hi1·am P1 .. ice of Davenpo1·t, t1·easu1·e1 .. ; Re, .... \... J. Kynett of 
L~"ons, cor"responding sec1 .. eta1"y and ge11e1·al age11t; Hon. 
Elijah ells of Des l\I oi11es; R ev. Bishop Lee of Da,Te111)01·t; 
Ho11. George G. W1·ig·ht of Keo auqt1a; Re, .... Bishop S1n},.th 
of Dubl1qt1e; Ho11. Caleb Bald,,in of Cou11cil Bll1ffs; Re,r. 
G. B. Jocelyn of 1\1:t. Pleasant · Hon. ,,Tm. F. oolbal1g·l1 of 
Bl1rlington; Ezekiel lark of Io,,a City; and II011. Lincoln 
Cla1·k of Dubuque. In his letter a ppointi11g· these men, t11e 
Go,rerno1-- styled the ne" org·a11ization tl1e ..c.\..1"1ny Sa11itar}r 

ommission for~ the tate of I o,va bl1t it ,,,.as usually 1--e
fer1·ed to thereafte1-- as the Iowa anita1 .. y Commission.121 

11r. Kynett at once commenced the 01--ganization of local 
societies. On the 25th of October he issued through the 
p1·ess an appeal to the women of Iowa in behalf of the sick 
ancl ,,,.ouncled soldie1·s, in \\,.hich he stated that, although the 
lTnited States anita1 .. y Commission had se1--ved the East 
,Ter·y effecti,,.ely it did '' not seem to ha, ... e been intendecl'' to 

121 Report of the I o1va Sanitary Commiss1on, 1864, p. 3. 
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b1·ing relief to the sufferings of the men in the armies of the 
West. There was, however, great need for relief, as some 
of the Iowa regiments had already been declared unfit for 
service; and it was the plan and pu1--pose of the State Com
mission to see that the soldiers from Iowa we1"e cared for. 
The appeal recommended that societies be formed imme
diately ''in every town, village and neighborhood in the 

tate''; that committees be appointed to solicit subscrip
tions of cash and supplies '' f1--om every loyal citizen''; and 
that a po1--tion of time in each week be set apart for the mak
ing of such articles as might be needed. A unif 01--m consti
tution for such societies was proposed, and the secretary 
of each local org·anization was requested to report to the 

tate Commission, as soon as org·anized and each month 
thereafter, the amount of money in the treasury and the 
number and value of articles on hand. Each society was 
instructed to hold its money and supplies subject only to the 
orde1" of the president and sec1 .. eta1"y of the tate Commis
sion to be fo1 .. ,va1"ded from time to time as directed bv ., 

them.122 

TWO FORCES IN THE FIELD 

Soon after the issue of this call by Mr. Kynett of the 
Army anita1"y Commission the1'"e was sounded the first 
note of the discord which later hampered the sanitary work 
of the State. The call had made no reference to those local 
societies already at wo1·k, nor to the broader~ activities of the 
Keokuk org·anization, the supporter s of which 1 .. esented this 
neglect and voiced their criticism of the new body th1 .. oug·h 
the public press. An article appeared in one of the Keokuk 
papers, 1~eviewing· the accomplishments already achieved by 
the women of Keokuk and the State, and containing a severe 

1 2 2 Muscatine W eekly Journal, November I, 1861. 
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criticism of the Army Sanitary Commission. For three or 
four months, the ar ticle stated, the women had been devot
ing their tjme and energy to organizing Soldiers' Aid Socie
ties and collecting and p1 .. eparing sanitary goods. As a 
1~esult of these efforts, societies had gradually been formed 
all over the State and a general interest c1 .. eated in the work, 
until at the time when the Army Commission was estab
lished the local aid associations were '' in very fair working 
order, and, in the hands of the benevolent women who in
itiated them and rendered them effective, gave promise and 
assurance of being equal to the work they had taken in 
hand.'' Under the patronage of these societies delegates 
had been sent to the hospitals in Missouri and at Cairo, 
,vhere they investigated the conditions and wants of the 
Iowa soldiers and r eported the situation by co1"r espondence 
to the Aid Societies of the tate. As a r esult ''very con
siderable supplies of all articles needed'' were forwarded 
to the hospitals in Missouri. '' The women were all ea1--nest
ly interested and were doing up matters in their own way, 
,,rithout sounding a t1 .. 11mpet before them or mag·nifying 
thei1' efforts by eliciting the services of the Honorables of 
ou1' State in order to blazon them abr~oacl. '' 

Then, continued the article, '' an idea seems to have 
struck our tate authorities. This thing must be stopped ; 
there is a great deal of g·lory running to ,vaste in this mat
ter; and we must make haste to bottle it up for distribu
tion amongst our HONORABLES. Besides, there is a chance 
for sala1--ies and fees in carrying out this benevolent meas
ure which may be parceled out to the wealthy men of the 
State, and then there a1"e printing jobs for which the State 
can pay and thereby secure the services of the editors of 
Iowa to puff our Honorables and glorify our tardy benevo
lence to our sick and wounded soldiers. 

VOL. XVI-14 
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• 

· '' A Sanitary Commission has been constituted, two Bish-
ops, two or thr·ee Reverends, three or four Honorables and 
three or four Bankers constitute the corp orators and osten
sible membe1 .. s of this ommission and they are to take con
trol and direction of the entire subject matter. '' In issu
ing their appeal to the women of Iowa, declared the article, 
the members of the Commission ignored '' the existence of 
any oldiers' Aid ocieties and scold because nothing has 
been done in the tate by the ladies to relieve the sick and 
wounded soldiers. And we presume that the gentlemen 
constituting that Commission have taken so little interest 
in the subject that they were substantially in entire igno-
1--ance of what has been done.'' In closing, the article re
fe1 .. r ed to the r .. my anitary ommission as being '' without 
a pa1~allel in the annals of peace or war in the history of the 
world, ancient or modern'' in that not a single medical man 
was named as a member of the body.123 

uch a criticism represented a prejudiced view l"ather 
than the actual circumstances. It is true that the appeal 
issued by the A1wy anitary Commission did not ref er to 
the societies al1 .. eady in ope1"ation, but in the letter of Gov
ernor Kirkwood, in which l\1r. Kynett was asked to systema
tize the sanitary work of the State, reference was made to 
the societies which were then under way. ince the Army 
Sanitary Commission was created for the purpose of collec
ting-- and distributing supplies, and not for the rendering of 
preventive service as was the United States Sanitary Com
mission, it does not seem essential that the medical prof es
sion should have been rep1 .. esented; and yet the president of 
the Commission, Dr. J. C. Hug·hes, was at the time Surgeon
Gene1--al for .. the State of Iowa. 

As a matter of fact another representative of the press 

12aThe Weekly Gate City (Keokuk) , Tovember 25, 161. 
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of Keokuk expressed a more favorable view of the Commis
sion. This writer announced the appointment of the Com
mission, giving as its duty the investigation of '' all thing .. s 
connected with the condition, position and general welfare 
of the reg·iments''. The success of the Commission was 
also predicted by the writer. ''It seems to be expected'', 
he declared, '' that this movement will have important re
sults in its influence upon soldiers, officers, and the State 
authorities. ' '124 

Thus the formation of the Army anitary Commission, 
in tead of centralizing· all the relief work of the tate under 
a sing·le head, introduced a new ag·ency without abso1~bing 
the organization alread in existence at I{eokuk under-- the 
leadership of lvfrs. Wittenmye1... As a result there were f 01 .. 
the next ten months t,vo distinct organizations in the State 
working for the same cause, but not always working in 
harmony. oldie rs' Aid ocieties were 01 .. ganized in nearly 
all the larg·e cities and towns, some sending their contribu
tions to the soldie1 .. s through the Commission antl othe1·s 
th1·ough the Ladies ' Aid Society of Keokuk.125 

That Mrs. \\7ittenmyer and the Keokuk society had exert
ed considerable influence over the tate is shown by the re
ports from various local branches. The 1 .. epo1 .. ts made by 
Mrs. Wittenmyer upon the condition of the camps and the 
needs of the soldiers were sent ovTer the entire State and 
brol1ght many r eturns. The fi1·st report of the Cedar Rap
ids Solclie1·s' Aid ociety stated that the "romen of that city 
had sent their-- first box of sto1--es on ovember 23rd '' to the 
pa1 .. ent ociety at Keok11k' '. The report also contained the 
follo,ving .. statement : 

1 24 Des Moines Valley W7iig (Keokuk) , To,Tember 4, 1861. 

12 s Anamosa Eurel~a, November 22, 1861; ewberry 's The U. 8. Sanitary 
Comniission in the Valley of the Mississippi , p. 239. 
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We know that these articles will reach those for whom they are 
intended as the Keokuk ociety is in correspondence with the 
proper authorities at the hospitals and has arrangements for send
ing them to the places where they are most needed. 

We are in correspondence with the agent of that Society, who 
has lately returned from a visit to the hospitals, and are thereby 
directed what ,vay to make our labors most effective.126 

Early in December the Council Bluffs Society, which had 
been in oper"ation si.nce August under the name of the Mite 

ociety, held a meeting to consider the 01--ganization of an 
auxiliary to the tate anitary Commission. A proposition 
to me1"g·e the Mite Society into a society to assist the Army 
Sanitary Commission was presented and defeated. It was 
decided to continue the 11ite Society as formerly conducted, 
except that future proceeds were to be sent to the society 
at Keokuk '' for the benefit of all the regiments, instead of 
remitting direct to the 4th, as heretofore' ' .127 

The impo1"tance of relief work among the soldiers was 
r ecognized by .Adjutant General Baker, as is shown by the 
fallowing statement from his report of 1 61 : 

lore soldiers are lost by death from disease, by sickness in the 
Hospitals, by discharges from service on account of disability, occa
sioned by exposure in camp, and on the march, and for the want of 
sufficient protection and p1~oper care, than by deaths and wounds 
on the battle field. 

Anything and everything that can be done for the benefit of the 
soldier, to make him comfortable on the ma1 .. ch, in the camp, or in 
the hospital, are of the highest im'l)ortance, and should be promptly 
attended to by ational and State Legislators.128 

Three days after the Army Sanitar--y Commission had 
issued its appeal to the people of Iowa, asking for coopera
tion, the Adjutant General appointed a committee to visit 
the Iowa volunteers wherever they might be found, to repo1,.t 

12s The Cedar Valley Times (Cedar Rapids), December 5, 1861. 

127 Council Bluffs Nonpareil, August 24, December 7, 1861. 

12s Report of the Adjutarit General of Iowa, 1861, pp. 5, 6. 
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upon their sanitary condition, and to ascertain their needs. 
The men composing the committee were Surgeon-General 
Hughes, president of the anitary Commission, and James 
J. Lindley and George H. Parker of Davenport. These 
men set out immediately to visit the Iowa regiments sta
tioned in Illinois and Missouri. A careful survey was made 
of the conditions surrounding· all the Iowa soldiers a11d a 
ft1ll report was made to the Adjutant General. Although 
this committee was created by order of the Adjutant Gene1--
al, it was very gener .. ally considered as an agent of the ani
ta1--y Commission. In many cases the press of the period 
refer1 .. ed to its work as a pa1 .. t of that of the State Commis
sion. This idea was probably due to the fact that urg·eon
General Hughes, president of the Commission, ,vas chair

man of the committee.129 

111 1 ovember, 1 61, 111·s. Wittenmyer visited the hospi-
tals in the West as agent for the Keokuk society. pon 
her-- return she made a report to the women of Io,,.,.a, telling 
of the poor .. condition of the t1--oops and giving su 0 ·gestions 
for-- more effective work.1 3° Chief among· her 1--ecommenda
tions was that two experienced women nurses shol1ld be 
sent to each I"eg·iment to assist in caring for the sick a11d 
wounded. She criticised the work of the Army Sa11itary 
Commission, complaining that '' some of the Surg·eons are 
intemperate, lacking in moral character, overbearing·, and 
exhibiting but little concern fo1'" the comfort a11d cleanliness 
of the sick.'' 131 Some of the su1,.geons, she declared, \\""ould 
'' best secure the interest of themselves and thei1-- fello,v
men by resigning i11i11iediately. '' 132 P eople were urg·ed to 

120 M11,scatine W eekly Journal, -i-ovember 1, 1861; Report of the Adjutant 

General of Iowa, 1861, pp. 481-487. 

iso Council Bluffs Nonpareil, ovember 30, 1861. 
131 Anamosa Eureka, December 13, 1861. 
132 The Cedar Valley Times (Cedar Rapids), December 5, 1861. 
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forward their contributions to the Aid ociety at Keokuk, 
from whence they would be taken immediately to the place 
of g·reatest need.133 

Towards the close of ovember J\f rs. Wittenmyer again 
set out to visit the troops in the field, this time g·oing· to 
Mi ouri and Illinois, ,,here she distributed supplies valued 
at $7 5, '"Thich were not nea1·ly sufficient to relieve the great 
destitution e isting· among· the soldiers. The report of the 
Keokuk Ladies ' id ociety for the period from November 
15 to December 15, 1 61, ag·ain sugg·ested that women all 
over the tate hould org·anize societies and coope1~ate \\Tith 
the ,,romen of Keokuk ince the latter had the advantage 
of being situated on the Missis ippi River and through 
their cor1~e ponding ecretary kept in close touch with the 
needs of the army. The report acknowledged the receipt of 
supplies from ouncil Bluffs, Wa1--ren, Bentonsport, Des 
J\foines, Indian Prairie, n1uscatine, Da,renport, Cedar 
Rapids, and Dubuque.134 

Upon her 1·et1.1rn from vi iting the hospitals at Helena 
and Vicksburg in Ma1·ch Mrs. Wittenmyer was asked by 
Go,.,.erno1· Kirkwood for a report on the conditions which 
he hac1 found to e ,.ist. The condition of most of the Iowa 

troops she I"'eported as being ''very unfavorable''. The 
absence of vegetables in the food supply had resulted '' in 
scurvy, debility and a general depreciation of the st1--ength'' 
of the f 01 .. ces and it was urged that steps be taken to supply 
the men with ''vegetables, stimulants and antiscorbutics. '' 
The a1iicles most needed were '' potatoes, onions, sour
krout, co1--n meal, pickles dried fruit, cranbe1·ries, molasses, 
soda crackers, toasted rusk, butter, eggs, condiments and 
stimulants.- Cider vinegar would also be acceptable.'' 

1.s3 The W eekly Gate City (Keokuk), November 25, 1861. 

1s4: The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), December 2, 23, 1861. 
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Upon receiving this report the Gove1--nor appealed to the 
State to supply these necessities, stating that the report of 
1:frs. Wittenmyer had been more than co1--roborated by 
othe1' reliable testimon . He p1'oposed that '' every locality 
see to the good work through their .. own local agencies, and 
do it at once'', and directed that goods f 1 .. om any pa1--t of 
lo"\\1a put on board any of the lines of transportation, and 
acldressed to ~11--s. Wittenm er, in care of Partridg·e anc1 
Company of t . Louis, would be ure to go where most 
needed, all charges being· paid by the go,Ternment.1 35 

The report of the Keokuk organization for June, 1 62, 
showed that goods had been received from alem, Bentons
port, Keosauqua, Kirkville, Des 11 oines, and Denmark, 
which indicated that the K eokuk society was receiving the 
support of many local societies.136 

Early in May, 1 62, a call was issued for the local id 
Societies of the tate to send delegates to a convention to 
be held at Davenport on the 2 th, in connection with a meet
ing of the Army anitary Commission. At that time but 
little interest in relief wo1~k was manifested in the tate, 
and it was the purpose of this convention to a,vaken a 
greater response. The call fo1-- the convention was distrib
utecl in circular form and th1"'ough the newspapers, so as 
to co,rer the ,vhole State, but the attendance was small, only 
the counties of Des Moines, Louisa, Scott, Clinton, Dubuque, 
Jackson, and Delaware being r epr esented. The Iowa Sol
dieI·s' Relief Association was fo1'med with Col. William B. 
Allison of Dubl1que, p1--esident; John Collins, vice presi
dent; and D. N. Richardson and Edward Russell, secre
taries. Mr. Kynett made a full r eport of the work of the 
Army Sanitary Commission and requested the convention 

135 Shambaugh 's Messages and P roclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
II, pp. 507-511. 

186 The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), June 25, 1862. 
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to establish an executive committee to ha,Te control of the 
business of the Commission. It was hoped that by thus 
giving the people a part in the direction of the work, their 
interest would be greater. The convention, however, de
clined to take such action, but passed a resolution exp1--ess
ing their confidence in the Commission, stating that they 
considered it indispensable and recommending.. all the 

oldiers' id ocieties in I owa to 'assist and facilitate its 
ope1--a tion. '' 

The report given at the convention by l\f1". Kynett showed 
that supplies and stores for the a1--my, contributed by ol
die1--s' Aid ocieties of the tate, had been distributed by 
the Army anita1--y Commi sion to the amount of $1 ,600, 
in addition to $5 9.66 in ca h which had been received. Be
fore the conventio11 adjourned a committee on hospitals, 
consisting· of D1... . 0. Edward , Rev. A. J. Kynett, and 
John G. Foote, ,vas elected and an address to the people of 
Iowa ,vas sent out by a committee composed of Rev. R. W. 
Keele1--, Hi1--am P1--ice, and Dr. J. Cleaves. The address 
stated the pu1--po e of the Commission and described what it 
had accomplished. It pointed out that while several socie
ties, such as those at Keokuk, Dubuque, and Davenport, had 
done much to relieve the wants of the soldiers, they had 
evidently '' labo1--ed under disad,Tantag·es to which they 
would not have been subjected, had they operated'' in con
nection with the reg·ularly authorized tate Commission. 
A r ecommendation was made that all local Aid Societies 
wo1'k th1--oug·h the A1,.my Sanitary Commission. The JJf 1.ls

catine J our·nal in commenting.. 11pon the convention con
cluded after a ca1--eful examination of the proceedings '' that 
it appears to ha,Te been a ve1·y lame affair--.'' 137 

137 Report of the Iou,a Sanitary Coni1nission, l 64, p. 19; The W eekly Gate 
City (Keokuk), July 9, 1862; Mu.scatine W eelcly Journal, June 8, 1862. 
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UNIO OF THE TWO FORCES 

Du1'ing the first week in July, 1 62, upon 1 .. eturning from 
a six weeks tour among Iowa reg·iments in Tennessee, Mrs. 
Wittenmyer called a convention to be held at Davenport 
to devise a plan for uniting· the relief agencies of the State. 
The result was the appointment of a deleg·ation, including 
}.if1's. "\Vittenmyer, to r equest the Governor to appoint some
one to assist her in her ,vo1--k - someone "Tho might act as 
agent of all the sanitary interests in the tate, and go into 
the field to take charge of supplies and as ist in their distri
bution. A few days after the close of the con,,ention, ,vhen 
speaking before the Iowa City Ladies' Aid Society, lvf1's. 
,~Tittenmyer described the relation which the11 existed be
tween the Army anita1--y Commission and the Aicl Societies 
of the tate. They had not been cooperating· thus fa1·, he 
said, and while many of the contributions from the p1--i11cipal 
to,\1 ns of the tate appeared in the Commission's 1·epo1"t as 
havi11g· been sent out by its auxiliaries, they ,,1 e1 .. e in fact 
sc11t to he1 .. to be dist1·ib11ted. 11rs. Witte11myer fuI·ther 
stated that while the ommis ion recei,1 ecl funds f1--om the 
State, they kept no age11t in the fielcl, while she had more 
,,ro1·k than she could do and received no compensation in 
ail)' \"{a}'". he was recognized by both State and Fede1 .. al 
go,,.ernments as a sanitary agent; had f1--ee conveyance for 
he1·self and goods; and enjoyed the conficlence and assist
ance of the General Meclical Dii'ectors.138 

As a result of tl1e Davenport con,1 ention the opposing 
factions seem to have ag1"eed upon a plan of cooperation. 
In a letter from 111 .. s. Wittenmyer, tl1e pt1blic was informed 
that tl1e Iowa Army Sanitary Commission and the Ladies 
Solclier·s' Aid ocieties had united their efforts, and that 

i 3s The State Press (Iowa City), July 12, 1 62. The Io,Ya City Ladies' Aid 
So<'iety voted their confidence in i1rs. Wittenmyer and decided to continl1e to 
distribute their goods through her organization. 
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thereafte1" the correspondence would be carried on by Mr. 
Kynett, correspondi11g secretary of the tate Commission 
and Miss L. Knowles, cor1--esponding secretary of the 
Ladies olcliers' Aid ociety of Keokuk.139 

In ugust, 1 62, Governor Kirkwood assig~ed Lieutenant 
Colonel Ira 1:. Gifford of Davenport, one of his special aids, 
to the duty of looking afte1 .. the ,vants of the Iowa soldiers. 
Gifford, ,vho had al1·eady been in the field and was acquaint
ed ,,..,.ith the conditions and needs of the troop , was to visit 
the camps for the pu1--pose of distributing sto1 .. es and caring 
for the g·eneral comfo1 .. t of the soldiers. According to the 
Governor's instructions he was to cooperate with 01 .. act as 
an autho1 .. ized agent of the '' different Sanitary Commis
sion , Aid ocieties, or other.. benevolent associations 
th1 .. oug·hol1t the tate having in view the relief of our citizen 
soldiery.' ' 14 0 A law was pas ed on eptember 11th, au
tho1 .. izing· the Governor to appoint two or more agents, one 
of whom ,,as to be 1:rs. Wittenmyer .. , as sanitary ag·ents to 
visit the t1"oop in the field for the purpose of furnishing 
special relief .141 Fo1.. ome time Mrs. Wittenmyer .. was the 
only tate agent in the field, and it was not until early in 
1 63 that Dr. Ennis of Lyons, was named by the Governor .. 
to work "Tith her. He was later succeeded by 1fr. John 
Cla1 .. k of Cedar Rapids who served for th1 .. ee or four months, 
followed by Dr. A. . Maxwell of Davenport. They spent 
their time among· the men in camps and hospitals, where 
they acted as agents of the various oi-·ganizations, although 
they were paid by the tate. A big :field was open to them 
and their labors were ''well received in the army, and their 

1 3 9 The W eekly Gate City (Keokuk), August 6, 1862. 
1 4° Shambaugh's Messages an.a Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 

II, p. 503. 

141 Laws of Iowa (Extra Session), 1862, pp. 47, 48. 
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efforts in behalf of our sick and wounded soldiers have 
proved in,7 aluable. ' ' 142 

For about a year .. the various factions continued to co
operate. The1~e were man demands for fresh vegetables 
because of threatened attacks of scui·vy. At Har--rison 's 
Landing·, wher .. e some Iowa soldiers ,vere in camp, ten cents 
"Tas the price of a sing·le onion, so g·r .. eat was the demancl 
for the e ,Teg·etables.143 At the soldier"S' hospital at l{eokuk 
the1 .. e we1·e over thirteen hundrecl patients from many 
States and the3r ,ve1 .. e constantlJ'" in need of supp lie .144 

11rs. Wittenmyer visited the reg·iments in Arkansas and 
1·epor·ted that there ,vere fou1· thousand soldiers sick and 
unpro,Tided f or.145 A letter from Gove1 .. nor Kir .. kwood to 
State Agent John Clark, w1--itten 11ear the close of the }7 ear 
1 62, statecl that 11r. Gifford had ju t retu1 .. ned from Ii -
&Ol1ri and 1 .. eported a deplo1--a ble conditio11 among the troops 
at pringfield. The Governor 01--dered Cla1--k to stay in 
Tulis ouri as long as necessary in order· to see that the sol
diers ,vere given proper care. '' ee the 11edical Director, 
Gen. Curtis, Gen. Herron'', he di1 .. ected. '' Y Oll need not 
l)e back"\vard or mealy-mouthed in discussing· the state of 
affai1 .. s, and in cursing everyone ,vho wont do his duty. 
Talk right ha1--d, and have our boys ca1 .. ed for.'' 146 

In Aug·ust, 1 63, 11r. Kynett 1·ecommencled to the Go,re1·
no1 .. that a branch of the Iowa Army anitary Commis ion 
be established at Dubuque, to direct the work in the 11orth
er11 part of the State. The Governor followed this sugges
tion and appointed Mrs. P . H . Conger--, Mrs. J. Clement, and 

142 Senate Journal, 1864, p. 200; The State Press (Iowa City), August 9, 
1862. 

143 The State Press ( Iowa City), August 9, 1862. 
144 The W eelcly Gate City (Keokuk), October 15, 1862. 
145 Dubuque Semi.JW eekly Times, September 1, 1863. 
146 Lathrop's The Life and Ti-mes of Samuel J. K irkwood, p. 235. 
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Mrs. S. Root to take charge of the branch. All towns west 
and northwest of Dubuque were requested to send their 
contributions to Dt1buque, from whence they were shipped 
to the central depots with less delay and f ewe1" mistakes.147 

V 

ATTE:\IPT AT U IFICATION OF RELIEF AGENCIES 

From the beginning of the relief " ... ork in Iowa, many 
complaints concerning· the work of the various ag·encies we1·e 
made and circulated by soldie1·s and othe1"s who ,Tisited 

• 

them in thei1-- camps. oldier--s wrote letters home stating 
that they ne er received supplies which were supposed to 
have been sent; and the charge was frequently made that 
such goods were either used by the army officials and men 
hig·he1-- up or wer"e given to their favorites. uch charg·es 
did much to discourag·e donors and caused many people to 
ig·nore the State organizations and endeavor to send their 
donations directly to the soldie1"s. 

CO11PL INTS CO.1. CERNING RELIEF WORK 

Early in the year 1 63 Father .. Emonds of Iowa City 
visited the atholic soldiers in the hospitals with a view to 
administering relief. In a letter from A1--kansas he 
charg·ed that Mrs. Wittenmyer had tried to sell butter' ancl 
eggs to the isters of Charit , who were ca1·ing for a g·1"eat 
number of sick and wounded soldiers, and when they wol1ld 
not buy she refused them sanitary supplies, although there 
was g1--eat need fo1' them. 1\frs. Wittenmyer answered that 
there was no foundation for such cha1--g·es; that she had 
never offered to sell butter' or egg·s 01-- anything· else; and 

147 Report of the Iowa Sanitary Conv1nissiori, 1866, p. 7; Dubuque Se"ii
W eekly Tvmes, October 23, 1863. 
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that she had never refused to give the Sisters sanitary 
stores. Father Emonds did not drop the matter, but in a 
second letter reiterated his previous charges. He declared 
that Mrs. Wittenmyer had declined to give aid to the Sis
te1'S' hospital at Memphis, when the Sisters refused to buy 
butter and egg·s. Furthermor e, he said that Mrs. Witten
myer had furnished military stores to the Third Iowa 
Cavalry only after they had bought a liberal share of butter 
and eggs from her. When the Captain had asked how she 
could sell these articles, she explained that there was a 
slig·ht margin of profit which went to the Sanitary Commis
sion. Father Emonds declared that many of the I owa regi
ments never received '' a cent's worth of sanitary stores'', 
and many did not know who Mrs. Wittenmyer was.148 

A Chicago paper stated in June, 1 63, that ''the many 
favors of our Iowa women'', about which so much ,vas ,vrit
ten in the newspapers we1--e never received by the Io, a 
troops. The supplies were either given to favorites or 
someone was '' practicing rascality for their o,vn benefit.'' 
The writer advised that in the future supplies be sent per
sonally 01 .. kept at home and used for the benefit of soldiers' 
families .149 In March, 1863, the "Jl.Ii,scatine J oui·nal con
tainecl a notice that '' as there are so many scoundrels in 
the hospitals . . . . the ladies will send some one in 
charge of the articles, to see them properly used.'' 1 50 

On the other hand, many letters were written by men in 
the army denying the misuse of sanitary stores and praising 
the work of the women at home. One Iowa soldier, in writ
ing on the subject, gave as his opinion that the Aid Societies 
were supplying all the hospitals alike as far as possible, 

14s The State Press (Iowa City), February 7, March 14, 28, 1863. 

140 The State Press (Iowa City), June 27, 1863. 

150 Mus ca tine W eek1;y Journal, March 6, 1863. 
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and althoug·h improper .. use might be made of some of the 
stores, sufficient g'ood was being· accomplished by the sani
tary work ''to encourage all its friends to gi.ve it all the sup
po1·t they can.'' 1 5 1 .A letter written by General G1 .. enville 
11. Dodg·e in answer to a c1"iticism of the relief work of the 

tate can probably be accepted as a t1--ue representation of 
the actual conditions. Gene1--al Dodg'e stated that he had 
had command of man., of the Iowa 1--egiments, and that very 
few r eg·iments had left the tate \\"'ith which he had not come 
in contact. He declared that of all the reg·iments which he 
had obse1--,Ted he had not seen one that 'did not 1--eceive 
g·reat and lasting benefit f1·om the noble efforts of the Ladies 
of Io,,Ta th1·oug·h the anitary Commi ion.'' 1foreover, 
General Dodg·e had met most of the field ag·ents of the Com
mission and ,vas positive that they were hone t. They had 
worked long .. and hard, he said and could neve1~ be repaid 
for the good which they had done.1 52 

Undoubtedly a large quantity of the contributions sent 
to the armies never reached their destinations, and thus 
it ,vas often assumed that they had been misused. One 
explanation was that many times donations were sent by 
rive1--, by express, or by freight di1·ectly to hospitals, officers, 
01 .. private soldiers. As the1,e were no government permits 
or persons to vouch for them, these contributions were ofte11 
stopped enroute and confiscated by United tates office1·s 
employed to prevent smugg·ling·. Goods ,,rere in some cases 
sent out marked as sanita1 .. y g·oods ,vhen intended for· specu
lators or for the Confederate forces, and this fact led to the 
seizt1re of all g·oods not p1·operl vouched for. Again, many 
things ,ve1'e sent by express and the char·g·es we1"e so hig·l1 
that the men refused to accept them. Larg·e amot1nts of 

1 51 Muscatine W eekly J ournal, August 7, 1 63. 

1 52 Dubuque S emi-W eekly T imes, September 25, 1 63 . 
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sanitary stores collected in express offices and depots be
cause they were never delivered to the camps, and the sol
diers receiving no notice that the ,vere at the office, never 
called for them and they were finally sold at al1ction.153 

1\11·s. Wittenmyer pointed out that it "?as not surp1·ising· 
that complaints should arise, when conside1--ation was g·iven 
to the la1,ge number of t1'oops in the field and the compara
ti \1ely small supply of g--oods furnished for thei1-- u e. The 
demand for sanitary stor e had al\vays grPatly exceeded the 
supply, and the ab ence of uch articles as the Commission 
fu1"nished was often taken as evidence that they had been ., 

misused before 1--eaching the soldie1' . Fur'thermo1'e, pota
toes, onions, f1'uit, and pickles were sometimes furnished b}T 
the commissaries when conditions we1 .. e fa,~orable and hence, 
,\·be11 uch things were furnished by the 'ianitary ommi -
sion, the soldiers often supposed them to be go,re1--nme11t 
g·oods.154 

REL .. i\.TIO OF IOW.i\. ORGA~IZ .. ~TIO1TS TO NATIO~AL CO11)1ISSIO"'" S 

The Iowa Arm Sanitary Commi sion had not been long 
in ope1--ation before it realized the impracticability of at
tempting to maintain separate relief se1"vice for the Io,,ra 
solcliers, and almost from the first it coope1--ated with the 
Fecle1 .. al commissions. For the first yea1' the l o\\"'a Commis
sion operated through the , Veste1"n anita1·y Commission, 
for the reason that most of the Io,va soldiers were located 
""'est of the 11:ississippi, in the territory co,re1·ed by the We t
ern Commission. Moreover, the stores could be sent from 
Iowa to St. Louis by the orthern Line Packet Company, 
free of charge. , Vhen navigation was closed, however, it 
"\\·as necessary to tu1--n to other channels of distribution, and 
the Io,va Commission then placed itself in the 1 .. elation of 

1 sa Dubuque Semi-W eekly Times, September 15, 1863. 
154 Senate Journal, 1864, pp. 201, 202. 
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a branch of the United States Sanitary Commission, through 
which it thereafter operated. Supplies were shipped to 
Chicago and f 1~om there were sent out, under the care of 
agents, free of charge on all railroads and on river boats 
furnished by the government and devoted exclusively to 
sanitary work. The United tates Sanitary Commission 
made no distinctions along State lines, but treated all sol
diers alike, since they were all engaged in a single common 
cause - the preservation of the Union. To cooperate with 
the United tates anitary Commission, said the Dubuque 
Times, was ''the only feasible manner fo1 .. the people of 
Iowa to act''.155 

Mrs. Wittenmyer, on the other hand, although supposed 
to be working with the Army anitary Commission, seemed 
to favor distribution through the Western Sanitary Com
mission at t . Louis, and with Mr. Maxwell, the only other 

tate ag~ent at that tlme, was cooperating with the latter 
association as fa1-- as possible. The attitude of Mrs. Witten
myer tended to favo1,. the pe1--sonal distribution of supplies 
di1--ectly to the Io,va soldiers. Although the Western Sani
tary Commission put all g~oods into a single fund to be dis
tributed without regard to State lines, yet the territo1,y 
over which it operated was small and it dealt only with the 
t1--oops of a fe,v tates. Thus goods sent from Iowa wer,e 
more likely to 1,each Iowa soldiers through the Western 
Commission than through the United States Sanitary Com
mission. The development of this division of opinion con
cerning methods :finally led Mrs. Wittenmyer to issue a call 
to the women of the tate to meet and organize a new asso
ciation for the handling~ of relief work.156 

'' Sanitary and 

1 55 Report of the I owa Sanitary Commission, 1864, p. 11; Dubuq_ue Semi
W eekly Times, September 15, November 3, 1863. 

156 R eport of the Iowa Sanitary Commission, 1866, p. 24; Dubuque S emi
W eekly Times, September 15, 1863. 
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Relief Societies, Union and Loyal Leagues, Good Templars' 
Lodges and all other organizations that have lent assistance 
to the good work'' were urged to send delegates.157 

THE IOWA STATE SAl~ITARY COMMISSI01 

Muscatine was chosen as the meeting place of the con
vention because it was the '' banner ,l{ar county'' and '' the 
Ladies' Aid ociety the banner society of the State''. The 
women met on Octobe1-- 7, 1 63, the papers referring to the 
ga the1·ing as the con,;,ention of the '' loyal ladies of Iowa''. 
Soon after the opening of the meeting a discussion arose 
as to '' the precise object of the convention, f1,.om which it 
appeared that many entertained vague and conflicting .. views 
in 1·ega1 .. d to it.'' One delegate from no1 .. thern Iowa de
clared that the society which she represented and other 
organizations in that 1--egion had pledged their~ aid to the 
N orth,vestern anitary Commission of Chicago and she 
thought all the supplies from Iowa should be distributed 
in that manner. Another woman, from the southern part 
of the tate, took an entirely opposite view and favored 
the formation of an independent State organization. '' She 
thought Iowa was able to take care of its own soldiers, and 
that Illinois should not meddle with us, especially when it is 
a ,vell known fact that Illinois has tried to rob Iowa soldier s 
of hono1--s won on battle-fields''. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer then stated her views and offered the 
fallowing resolution which was adopted: '' That we unite 
ourselves into a tate Sanitary Organization, for the pur
pose of promoting the Sanitary interests of the State and 
of building· an orphan asylum.'' The new body was named 
the Iowa State Sanitary Commission, to distinguish it from 
the A1--my Sanitary Commission, a constitution and by-la,:vs 

167 M-uscatine Weekly Journal, September 25, 1863. 
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were adopted, and officers were elected, Mrs. Wittenmyer 
being made president.158 

The preamble of the constitution stated that the org--ani
zation would work to secu1--e '' a larg·e and constant supply 
of anitary goods, and a faithful application of the same,'' 
and for the establishment of a oldiers' Orphans' Home. 
The approaching· '' orthwestern Fair'' at Chicago was 
discussed and it was decicled that any auxiliary societies 
wishing to contribute to the fair might do so. Mrs. Ely 
of edar Rapids and 1frs. . H. Brainerd of Iowa City 
were named as the Iowa committee for the Fair. A resolu
tion was also adopted 1·equesting all the churches to take up 
collections on Thanksgiving· Day £01~ the use of the new 

ommission, and a committee was appointecl to ask the 
State leg·islat111"e for further aid. 

Mr. K)"Ilett of the Iowa Army Sanitary Commission, who 
had been r~eferred to as being opposed to the organization 
proposed by this convention, wa present and asked permis
sion to speak, which afte1-- some debate was granted. He 
said it was impracticable to distribute supplies in the field 
to Io,va soldiers only and therefore the Commission which 
he rep1·esented, turned their donations over to the Chicago 
b1--anch of the United tates anitary Commission. He de
nied being· opposed to the object of the convention, but 
regretted that the two organizations could not unite their 
eff 01~ts. M1--s. Wittenmyer in 1--eply stated that he had rea
son to feel offended because of Mr~. Kynett 's conduct to
war·ds her as State agent. he claimed to have hig·he1· 
authority than Mr. Kynett, inasmuch as she was appointed 
by authority of the legislature, while he was chosen by the 
Gove1--no1~. In addition, her appointment was made sub
sequent to the appointment of Mr. Kynett.159 There were 

1ss Muscatine W eel. ly Journal, October 2, 9, 16, 1 63. 

159 Muscatine Weekly Journal, October 16, 1863. 
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now two organizations in the field once more, both aiming 
at the same end; and the two Commissions and the two 
ag·ents seemed '' to be in competition', .1 60 

Such a situation soon caused dissatisfaction among the 
people who were supporting the r elief work. Early in 
N o,rember one of the tate pape1--s commented upon the 
complicated status of sanitary affai1 .. s in Iowa, and att1--ib
t1ted the unsatisfactor}r conditions '' to the conflicting inte1·
ests of different organizations having the same object in 
,riew.'' Such inharmonious action, it pointed out, tended 
'' to alienate the sympathies of the people f 1--om the g·ood 
cause which all have in view.'' It recommended that eve1·y-.. 
one should support the Iowa tate anitary ommission.1<>

1 

Not only was there general clissatisfaction in the State 01;rer 
tl1e unsati factory situation due to the opposition of the 
,rarious factions, but for some time there had been a g1 .. o,v
ing sentiment that e,Ten when there had been but a single 
organization, it was not so constit1.1ted as to secure the 
clesi1·ed results. With the added drawback of two compet
ing associations this complaint became more insiste11t. 

l\1rs. James Harlan, who had f1·om the beginning of the 
wa1' been caring for the sick and wounded in the hospitals 
ancl upon the battlefields, summed up these defects i11 a let
t er to the Dilb1i.q1,e T i11ies. Many times she had mini tered 
to the soldiers upon the :field ''befo1--e the smoke of tl1e con
flict had passed away'', ha1;ring· had permission from the Sec
retary of War to visit the armies and the field hospitals. 
Thus she was in a position to observe the " .,.01·k and 1·elative 
efficiency of the various organizations. In many i11stance 
she had distributed goods for them and was in touch with 
their agents. In this published communication M1--s. Harlan 

1oo Dubuque Berni-Weekly Ti mes, October 16, 1863 . 

101 Muscatine Weekly J ournal, November 6, 1863. 
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stated that she had at an early period noticed defects in the 
system of distributing supplies. There was no real head 
to the system; no home office at which accounts could be 
kept; no arrangements for the regular visitation of the Iowa 
regiments; and no business arrangement for the shipping 
of goods. '' The friends of the soldiers in the State,'' de
clared Mrs. Harlan, ''who have contributed hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of stores, demanded a more 
perfect system.' '1G

2 o complicated had become the relief 
wo1·k of the tate that Governor Ki1"kwood himself admitted · 
that the situation was very discou1"ag·ing. In a letter writ-
ten on o,,.ember 13th to Rev. C. G. Truesdell of Davenport, 
who was late1~ made secretary of the Iowa anitary Commis-
ion, the Governor WI"Ote that at times he felt '' almost dis-

heartened in regard to sanitary affairs. There seems to be I 
so much jealousy and ill will among· those engaged in the 
matter that it discourages me and will I fear discourage 
those who have been contributing so liberally for this pur
pose.'' isa 

VI 

THE IOWA SANITARY 001\I IIS ION 

Many of the most active supporters of the relief work, 
realizing the difficulties which had arisen and fearing that 
a complete break-down mig·ht result if the existing situation 
should continue, decided after much consultation to issue 
a circt1lar, calling a convention with a view to securing 
greater ha1 .. mony and efficiency. The call is1sued early in 

ovember, was addressed to '' the 'Soldiers' Aid Societies,' 

162 D1i-buque Semi-Weekly Times, December 4, 1863. 
1

6
8 Kirkwood Military Letter Book, No. 4, p. 173; Clark's Samuel Jordan 

Kirkwood, pp. 237, 238. 
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Societies under the Auspices of the 'Iowa Sanitary Commis
sion,' 'Loyal Leagues,' and 'Soldiers' Christian Commis
sion,' and all other Aid Societies in the State of Iowa'', and 
was signed by sixty-five women of the State, representing 
nineteen different cities and towns and who in most cases 
,,·erf) officers of local aid societies. The names of sixty-eight 
men, including many of the leading citizens of the State, 
were appended as approving the proposed convention and 
hoping for its success.164 

C .. t.\..LL FOR C0.1. VE TIOJ. 

The following statement from the appeal concerning· tl1e 
status of r elief work is interesting and presents a ,,...ery g·ood 
summa1·y of the existing· conditions: 

Tl1e undersigned, rejoicing in the success that has attended tl1e 
efforts of the friends of the soldie1~, in sending supplies to the sick, 
,\Tounded, and destitute in field and hospital, have, nevertheless, 
observTed that their efficiency might be very greatly increased, if 
perfect harmony, and a bette1" understanding could be secured be
t\veen the different organizations and leading citizens. One of our 
State agents advises that all contributions sent fro1n tl1e tate 
should be consigned to some house in t. Louis, ,,There, Yre lea1il, 
they are deliverecl to the ' Western anitary 01nmission,' are 
1nergecl into tl1e common stock, and a1--e sent to the army and hospi
ta.ls, ,vherever in the judgment of its agen~ts supplies a1~e most 
needec1, \Yithout reference to their origin. The officers of the Io,v·a 
Sanitary Commission advi e that all contributions from Io,va 
should be forwarded to the Chicago Branch of the ' ational Sani
tary Commission,' and through tl1eir of:fice1~ and agents to the 
army and hospitals. When sent th1--ough this cl1annel, ,,,.e learn 
that our goods are, as in the other case, merged into tl1e common 
stock at Chicago,- and are never after"\\"arcls kn.01\,"Il as Io,va goods. 
Others, ignoring these arrangements, have been carrying supplies 

164 R eport of the I owa Sanitary Comrnission, 1 66, pp. 23-26, Muscatine 
WecJ,ly J ournal, l. o,,.ember 6, 1863; Dubuque Senii-W eekly Tirnes, November 6, 
1863. 
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directly to the field and hospitals under permits from the Secretary 
of War. 

And others, of high social position and commanding influence, 
of undoubted benevolence and large means, have stood aloof from 
all organizations and individual efforts, believing that selfish mo
tives and personal interests have promoted too many of those who 
have been most active in these enterprises. On these accounts many 
of those, the most efficient at the beginning of the war, have become 
luke'\'varm, and many societies have suspended operations.165 

In view of this situation it was proposed that a convention, 
made up of delegates from all organizations in the State 
contributing to the relief work, should be held at Des Moines 
commencing on ovember 1 , 1 63. 

The purposes of the convention we1 .. e stated under twelve 
separate heads: (1) to devise means to secure harmony 
among the relief ag·encies within the tate; (2) to consider 
the question of whether supplies should be forwarded to 
the Western anitary Commis ion, or to the United States 
Sanita1"y Commission, 01-- di1 .. ectly to the armies in the field; 
(3) to consider,. the advisability of establishing a central 
depot within the tate; ( 4) to consider the increased effi
ciency which might be secured by the appointment of an 
agent to travel within the tate, thus permitting the r egular 

tate agents to spend their whole time in the field; (5) to 
decide whether it woulcl be advisable to ask for greater aid 
from the legislature 01· to sever, as far .. as practicable, all 
connections with the State government and rely solely upo11 
the g·ener--osity of the people; ( 6) to discuss ,vhether women 
or men made the more efficient agents for carrying goods 
'' near the enemy's lines, and other exposed positions''; 
(7) to consider the possible advantages of employing women 
nurses in the hospitals ; ( ) to devise means to secure '' a 
regular, as well as constant supply of hospital goods''; ( 9) 

161S Muscatine Weekly Journal, November 6) 1863. 
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to devise an adequate ystem of accounting for goods and 
'' secu1 .. ing care and :fidelity on the part of the agent s en
trusted'' with upplies and money; (10) to discuss the nec
e sity of paying salaries to the agents; (11) to und rtake 
plans to provide for the comfort and welfare of the families 
of the soldiers, especially the widows ancl orphans; ( 12) '' to 
consider such other perti11ent business'' as might be pre
sented at the convention. Each local societ was r equested 
to send, if possible, from two to five delegates, and it was 
suggested that men as ,vell as ,vomen be aclmitted to ho1101"-
a1·y seats on the £1001-- of the convention.1

G
6 

PROCEEDINGS OF CO VEJ. TIO:N 

11:r·s. James Ha1 .. lan and 1Ir . Samuel 1fcFarland t1--a,Tel d 
o,,.e1 .. the interior of the tate in an effort to arouse inte1--est 
in the convention ;167 and in response to the call n101--e than 
t,,To hundred delegates, r epr esenting all pa1·ts of the tate, 
met at Des 11oines on ovember 1 , 1 63. A ne,v·spaper 
account of the convention r eads as fallows: 

The Women's Sanitary Convention convenec1 to-clay . . . . 
It is largely attended by delegates from every pa1t of the tate. 
Tl1e morning session was some,vhat picy, rival parties throwing 
out scouts and sustaining picket lines to find the position of the 
enemy and guard against attack. 

Tl1ere are t\\TO parties in the convention, one of ,vhicl1 is headed 
by ::\Irs. Annie Wittenmyer, the present State Sanitary Agent, and 
tl1e other b;r Rev. l\Ir. Kynett, of Davenport, claiming to represent 
a separate State Sanitary Agency. A te t vote this morning, as 
l"\Vell as the report on permanent officers this evening, ,vould seem to 
indicate that 1\,11~. Wittenmyer and her friends are in the minority. 

Colonel William M. tone, Governor-elect, addressed the 
meeting and his remarks, according to one r eport, ''were 

166 Report of the I owa Sanitary Commission, 1866, pp. 24-26; Dubuque 
Semi-Week 7,y Times, ovember 6, 1863; Muscatine Weekly Journal, ovember 
6, 1863 

161 MU$catine W ee7cly Journal, :r ovember 6, 1863. 
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like oil poured upon the troubled waters, and caused har
monious action when the convention seemed to be upon the 
point of hopeless disagreement.' '168 

Afte1' a full discussion of sanitary affairs the convention 
decided to organize a Commission to take charg·e of all the 
relief work in the tate. A constitution was adopted which 
proposed that the new association should be known as the 
Iowa anitary Commi.ssion and should be composed of one 
member from each local sanitary org·anization in the State. 
Furthermore, it provided that the Iowa anitary Commis
sion should cooperate as far as practicable with both the 
United tates anitary ommission and the Western Sani
tary ommission. An attempt was made to pass a motion 
to operate exclusi·,?ely th1--ol1gh the United tates anitary 
Commission, but it was defeated by a vote of one hundred 
and :fifteen to :fifty-five - a result which was considered a 
t1·iumph for the friends of I\frs. Wittenmyer. The officers 
designated in the co11stitution were a president, six vice 
presidents, one from each Oongres ional District, a record
ing secreta1"y, a treast1rer, and a board of control to be com
posed of six members, one f1 .. om each Cong·ressional Dis
trict. These officers were to be chosen by the convention 
and we1 .. e to se1~e until the next annual meeting·. The 
t1'easurer was required to give bond, and moneys could be 
disbursed by him only under the direction of the board of 
control on 01--ders issued by the president and countersigned 
by the recording secretar . Annual meetings we1--e to be 
held, but special meeting·s could be called by the board of 
cont1·ol or by the w1·itten reque t of the pre idents of thirty 
local societies. The boa1--d of control was to meet every ., 

three months, at which times the executive officers were to 
submit full reports of their operations, and these reports 

10s Muscatine W eekly Journal, November 27, 1863. 
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were to be published in the newspapers of the State. Two 
or more ag·ents were to be appointed to take charge of sani
ta1·y matters in the field and visit the camps and hospitals . 

The officers elected were Justice John F . Dillon of Daven
port, president; Mrs. . R. Curtis of Keokuk, Mrs. D. T. 
Ne,vcomb of Davenport, Mrs. P. H. Conger of Dubuque, 
1Yirs. vVilliam M. tone of Knoxville, Mrs. W. W. Maynard 
of Council Bluffs, and Mrs. J. B. Taylor of Marshalltown, 
vice presidents; Rev. C. G. Truesdell of Davenport, secre
tary; Ezekiel ClaI·k of Iowa City, treasu1--er; Rev. E. kin-
11er of De "\Vitt, corresponding secretary; and Mr. G. ,V. Ed
,,1ards of Mt. Pleasant, Mrs. J. F. Ely of Cedar Rapids, 
F. E. Bis ell of Dub11que, . H. B1 .. aine1--cl of Io11{a Cit}r, 
James Wrig·ht of Des 1foines, and M1 .. s. W. H. Plumb of 
Fo1·t Dodge, members of the board of control.169 

111'. l{ynett of the Army anita1.. Commission announc~d 
that he would turn over to the office1~s of the new body all 
the ''effects and business of the Commission lately r epre
sented by him.'' A resolution was adopted to petition tl1e 
legislature to enact a law creating· a State fund to be dis
t1·ibuted in the seve1 .. al counties in p1·oportion to the numbe1 .. 
of solcliers enlisted from each county, to be used for the 1·e
lief of destitute families of soldier s. 1Yiiss Lawrence of 
Keokuk, Mrs. D. T. ewcomb of Davenport, and Miss L. 
Kno,,Tles of Keokuk were named to c11 .. aft an add1 .. ess to tl1e 
people of Iowa '' as to the nature and claims'' of the new 
enterprise. The reports given at the convention by Mrs. 
Wittenmyer and Mr. Kynett showed that the organizations 
,,rhich they represented had distributed g'oods to the value 
of $150,000.170 

100 RezJort of the I owa Sanitary Commission, 1866, pp. 26, 27, 28; Muscatine 
Weel,ly Journal, ovember 27, 1863; Gue's H istory of I owa, Vol. II, p. 421; 
Newberry's The U. S. Sanitary Commission iri the Valley of the Mississippi, 
pp. 239, 240. 

170 Report of the I owa Sanitary Com1nission, 1866, p. 28; Muscatine Weekly 
Journal, November 27, 1863. 
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In commenting upon the convention, the Burlington Week
ly Argus stated that its purpose was to secure harmony and 
efficiency among all the organizations engaged in minister
ing to the needs of the soldiers. '' It was proposed to org·an
ize a system that would secu1~e the responsibility of agents,'' 
said the editor, '' as by the present system, or I'ather the 
want of sy tern, it is impossible for agents to account fully 
fo1-- ,,.,.hat went through their hands. The blame was not due 
to the agents, but to the defective system.'' Because of the 
strife and di cord evidenced at the meeting, and the '' pri
vate animo ity and personal ambition to be gratified'', the 
Burlington ne,vspaper declared that '' it is questionable, on 
the whole, whether it has not r esulted in doing· more harm 
than good. The truth i , that the management of the sani
tary matters\of the tate has grown into an importance, in 
a pecunia1--y point of view, sufficient to attract the cupidity 
of the speculative, and hence much of the st1--ife in the con
vention.' '171 

M1--s. Har--lan, 011 the othe1-- hand, considered the outcome 
of the convention to be very satisfactory and one which met 
with ''the approval of nearly all who were present, and 
which it is believed will secu1--e the harmony, efficiency, ancl 
accountability of agents, so ml1ch desired.'' She pointed 
out that the new arrangement would not interfere with the 
work of the agents appointed by the tate, the aim being 
only '' to improve the ystem ; to classify the labor - to 
provide for a division of wo1--k- to 1--equire security and 
safety, and to put mo1,.e laborers in the field.' '172 

ORGANIZATIO r OF ':rHE WORK OF THE COMMISSION 

In his second biennial message on January 12, 1 64, Go, -
ernor Kirkwood characterized the sanitar"'y work as being 

111 Burlington W eekly Argus, Tovember 26, 1863. 

1 7 2 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Twnes, December 4, 1863 . 
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well arranged and systematized and consequently much 
mor'e effective than before. The Governor was convinced 
that the wo1--k could be done much better by the Aid Societies 
than by the State and recommended that it be left in their 
hands. The State should, he advised, make a liber--al appro
p1'iation fo1" a contingent fund, to be at the disposal of the 
Go,ternor for u e in emer'gencies to aid the societies in car
ing for the sick and wounded a11d to send agents of the State 
" rhcne,l"er necessary for the comfort and well-being of the 

soldiers.1 73 

The fi.1,st meeting of the boa1'd of co11tI·ol of the Io,,ra Sani-
ta1'y Commission was held ea1'ly in December, 1863. At 
this time 1ir. Kynett formally deli,rered to the ne,v society 
all books and papers of the Army Sanita1"y Commission a11d 
the balance of their funds - about $ 00. 111 .. s. "\ ittenmyer 
also, in a letter to the president of the ne,,l" Commi sion, 
relinquished all claims to the organization which she had 
represented and turned over all her facilities for shipping 
and conclucting relief work. he like,vise exp1 .. essed l1er 
clesire to cooperate with the Io,va anitary Commission in 
the endeavor to unite all the r elief agencies of the tate.

174 

P1·ovision was made for the establishment of depots, one 
at Chicago in connection with the United States Sanitary 
Commission, and one at t. Louis in connection ,vith the 
Western anitary Commission, vlhere the stor--es from Io,va 
could be r eceived, repacked, and prepared for the field, and 
ma1'ked with the Iowa mark in 01--de1' that, as far as possible, 
they could be turned over to Iowa r egiments. The people 
sending donations were r equested to put their names, marks, 
or mottoes upon the goods so that those receiving them 

17 3 Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of I owa, Vol. 

IT, p. 349. 
174 Report of the I owa Sanitary Commission, 1866, pp. 28, 31; Muscatine 

Weekly Journal, December 11, 1863. 
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would ha,,.e the satisfaction of knowing that they were using 
goods from their own tate and often from their own 
friends. Each local aid society was to decide for itself to 
which of these two depots its contributions should be sent.175 

rticles of incorporation were drawn up and adopted at 
this first meeting· of the board of control, and the headquar
ters were located at Davenport. The objects of the new 
organization we1 .. e stated as follows: 

Tl1e general business of the association shall be to furnish aid, 
a sistance, and co1nfort to sick "1i""Ounded, and suffering soldiers, 
and this both ,vithin and beyond the tate. The particular objects 
and business of thi A sociation shall be to stimulate and encourage, 
by tl1e organization of voluntary societies and othervtise, the people 
of the tate of Io,va to contribute money and sanitary supplies for 
the use and purpo e aforesaid· to gather .. these together and dis
t1'ibute tl1em in such mode as tl1e Board of Cont1--ol . . . . 
sl1all, f ro1n time to time direct and authorize, but until the e arti
cles are altered this ommis ion or Association shall co-operate, as 
far as practicable, with the nited tates and Western Sanitary 

ommissions.1 76 

The tate was divided into district and Rev. E. • 

01 .. ris, l\frs. 1I. J. Hag--er--, and l\frs. C. W. immons were 
named as agents to can,,.ass the tate in behalf of the new 
org·anization. Mr. 01--ris and 1\11--s. Hager served without 
expense to the Commission being· paid from the funds of 
the United tates anitary Commis ion. The army was 
also divided into f ou1 .. departments and the board of control 
or the general agent, acting with the Governor, were author
ized to appoint ag·ents for each departme11t. 11emorials 
,ve1 .. e p1 .. esented to the Gene1--al Assembly asking f 01.. an 
approp1--iation to cover the expenses of the Commission, in-

11s Report of the Iowa Sanitary Commission, l 66, p. 2 ; The State Press 
(Iowa City), December 23, 1863; Muscatine Weekly J ou,rnal, December 11, 
1863. 

17
6 Report of the I owa Sanitary Comrnission, 1866, pp. 29, 30. 
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eluding the expenses of the agents, and also for a fund to 
be placed at the disposal of the Governor to be drawn upon 
in cases of emei .. gency.177 

In order to acquaint the public with the new arrangement 
N. H. Brainerd and James Wright were appointed at this 
meeting to issue an explanatory statement to the various 
local societies. When issued, this statement pointed out 
that the operation of the organization rested in the hands of 
the executive committee. Rev. E. kinner, the correspond
ing ecretary, wa the general agent. All agents of the 
State we1 .. e made agent of the Commi sion and ,vere to 
,,Tork ,vith it, Mrs. vVittenm er, however, being tl1e only 
State agent in the field at the time. The desire of the Com
mis ion to ser,Te the people is hown by the sentiment ex
p1·essed in this addres , that if '' the officers of the Commis
sion clo not manage to our liking·, you will soon have a 
chance to :fill their places with others. The whole matter 
is in }'Our hands and you can control it.'' Accompanying 
the address was an endorsement from Go,.,.ernor Kir1.CTvooc1, 
in which he spoke of the good work which had been do11e. 
'' I kno,v' ', he wrote, '' the supplies furnished are, in the 
main, faithfully applied. I know hundreds and thousands 
of p1·ecious lives have thus been saved, and a vast amount of 
suffering relieved.' ' 178 

ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHME JTS OF THE COMMISSION 

anitary affairs in Iowa were undoubtedly better organ
izecl at this time than they had been at any previous period . 
All effo1·ts were united 11nder a single head capable of pro-

111 Report of the Iowa Sanitary Commn.ssion, 1866, pp. 32, 33; DubuqU,e 
Berni-Weekly Times, December 11, 1863; Newberry's The U. S. Sanitary Com
mission i,i the Valley of the Mississippi, p. 240. 

178 Mu.scatine Weekly Journal, January 1, 1864; The State Press (Iowa 
City), December 23, 1863. 
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viding an efficient working system. A letter to the J1usca
tine J ou1~nal, ho,vever, indicates that there were still some 
people in the tate ,1tho we1·e not in sympathy with the ar
rangement. This letter ref e1"'red to the Iowa anitary Com
mission a ''concei·,{ed in in and broug·ht forth in iniquity'' 
and declared that the ommis ion ,,Tas ''begging'' the leg·is
la tu1·e for· $ 0,000, of ,vhich $13,000 was to pay the salaries 
of it ag·ents anc1 office1"'s. The United tates anitary Com
mi ion, the writer stated, di tributed $100,000 ,vorth of 
good at a cost of $2,000, or on the whole at an expense of 
about t,,.,.o per cent.179 The new arrang·ement ho,veve1', 
soon resulted in increased acti,Tity. fany new societies 
we1 .. e organized and 01·g·anizations that had been dormant for 
some time ag·ain entered into the ,vo1"k ,vith ne"r vig·or.180 

A bill Vilas pa sed by the Ho11 e of Representatives in 
Feb1·ua1--3-r, 1 64, to take the place of the act of 1 62, which 
hacl authorized the Gove1 .. no1-- to appoint t\\To oI· more sani
tary agents, one of whom wa to be 1\frs "\\rittenmyeT·.1 81 

Immediatel~ 1·emonstrances were sent to the enate by peo
ple all ove1 .. the tate, objecting to the repeal of the ea1"lie1· 
act and expres ing· confidence in 1\frs. "\V-ittenmyer. Peti
tions of such a nature were introduced into the enate 
f1--om the citizens of Burlingion, 1\1uscatine, 1\lt. Pleasant, 
ancl Henry County. The petition which was circulated in 
1\1 uscatine received over th1--ee hund1--ed signatures, only one 
pe1--s011 having 1·efused to sign it. Partly as a result of the e 
petitions the bill ,vas indefinitely postponed by the enate.182 

The AI i,scatine Journal in commenting upon the mo,Tement 
stated that the only opposition Mrs. Wittenmyer had e,,.er 
encounterecl ,,Tas '' at the hand of a petty, despicable clique, 

110 Muscatine W eekly Journal, February 19, 1864. 

180 Dubuque Se,ni-W eel.ly Times, rr!arch 4, 1864. 

1s1 Senate Journal, 1864, p. 358. 

182 Senate Journal, 1864, pp. 398, 402, 416, 437. 
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"·ho have private ends to ser,Te, and not the good of the 
service in view. '' 1 83 A later i sue declared that the opposi
tion to Mrs. Wittenmye1 .. ' ' 01 .. iginated i11 a heartless politi
cal scheme, and has ever since been carried on by its origi
nators with the heartlessness cl1a1 .. acteri tical of political 
schemers. By which we do not mean to say that all ,,rho 
oppose Mrs. W. are political schemers. We refer only 
to the hea1 .. t-diseased, don t-expect-to-li,re-long· 'anti-Wit
te11mye1~ ' set. '' 1 4 

.. 
The second annual meeting of the Iowa anitary Commis-

sion was held at Des Moine on June 1, 1 64. 11·. F. E. 
Bissell of Dubuque became p1"e iclent; M1· . James Baker of 
Da,Tenpo1't, 1"ecording sec1--eta1 .. )r · Ezekiel la1'k of Io,va City 
,,1as reelected treasl1rer; and Rev. E . . orri of Dubuque 
"as made cor1 .. e ponding secretary and <Yeneral agent. 
resolution was passed at this meeting asking~ that all sup
l)lies be sent to the United tates anitary Commission 
at Chicago. The r easons gi,ren ,vere that the W estern ani
tar}r Commission did not r each all the I o,,Ta solcliers and 
tl1e Cl1ristia11 ommis io11 was designed to attend par
ticularly to the spiritual needs of the men, while the United 
States Sanita1 .. y ommission possessed Sl1perio1' facilities 
ancl operated in every part of he country.185 

The first meeting of the board of control of the Commis
sio11 for 1 64 was held at Dubl1que on June 22-24, during 
tl1e prog1·ess of the orther·n Io,,ra anitary Fair at that 
place. The officers of the local aicl societies who ,vere at 
the Fai1' attended the meeting of the board in lar'ge numbers. 
J\f1's. D. P. Livermo1--e of hicago, r epresenting the United 
States anitary Commission was p1--esent ancl told of the 
conclition and suff e1'ings of the Iowa troops, and explained 

183 M uscatine W eekly J ournal, i1.arch 4, 1864. 
18 4 M uscatine W eekly Journal, March fl , 1864. 
185 R eport of tlie I owa Sanitary Co1nmission, 1866, pp. 33, 34. 
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the working of the Commission which she represented. The 
chief object of the meeting was to arouse an interest among 
the visitors at the Fair; and acco1 .. ding to the r eport '' all 
present were inspi1·ed with renewed determination to work 
with increased zeal'' .186 

M1--s. Wittenmyer had proposed the establishment of a 
special diet kitchen service for the benefit of those patients 
in need of special food which could not be obtained from 
the regular army allowances; and early in 1 64 she laid 
her plan before the United tates Ch1--istian Commission, 
by which body it ~-ras accepted after hav7ing been commended 
by the medical authorities of the army. The Christian 
Commission decidecl to put the plan into operation in its 
,ve tern branches, and agents were authorized to carry it 
011t under the direction of Mrs. Wittenmyer. In June, 
the ref ore, M1 .. s. Wittenmyer resigned her place as State 
ag'ent for Iowa in order to take up her new work with the 
Christian Commission, which she considered to be a field 
of much greater service.187 

With her l'esignation Mrs. Wittenmyer gave an account 
of her activities as tate agent since September, 1862. This 
report showed that she had received f1·om the Aid Socie
ties of the tate 2723 packages, barrels, and boxes of sani
tary stores. The Des Moines convention estimated the 
average value of these packages to be f orly dollars, thus 
making $10 ,920 the estimated total value of the stores 
which Mrs. Wittenmyer dist1--ibuted. This amount added to 
the cash received made a total of $115, 76.93 for the wo1'k 
which she had performed. She estimated that this sum 
included nearly five-sixths of all the supplies fur .. nished 

1 86 Report of the Iowa Sanitary Commission, 1866, p. 34. 
187 Report of the Io1va Sanitary Commission,, 1866, p. 33; Third Annual Re

port of the United States Christian Commission, 1865, p. 24; Muscatine Weekly 
Journal, June 3, 1864. See above Chapter II. 
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by the people of I owa during that pe1'iod. At the time of 
her resignation Mrs. Wittenmyer reported the condition 
of the local Aid Societies to be very flourishing :financially, 
many of them ha,~ing from two to four hundred dollars in 
their treasuries.1 88 

The reports of the office1·s of the Iowa Sanitary Com
mis ion made at the meeting of the board of control on 
September 29, 1 64, at Burlington, showed that the relief 
,vo1·k carried on by the people of the tate was g·reater than 
e,1 er before. From 11arch 1 to September 1, 1 64, the 
United tates Sanitary Commission at Chicago had re
ceived from Iowa 2059 packages, which was 474 more than 
we1'e fu1 .. nished by the whole tate of Illinois. Du1 .. ing· the 
same pe1'iod of six months the Chicag·o branch received 
1n cash a total of $61,7 .06, of "\"\"'hich Io,va furnished $43,-
920.15, while Illinois Michicran, Wisconsin, and 1Iinnesota 
combined fu1--nished only $17, 7 . At the 11ext meeting· 
of the board held at Ceda1-- Rapids on Ma1'ch 27, 1 65, 

there was given a report for the year from 1fa1--ch 1, 1 64, 
to 1farch 1, 1 65, which 1·evealed the fact that tl1e hicago 
branch during· that ear had r eceived 3340 packag·es from 
Io,,)"a. For the same periocl 1finnesota had cont1·ibuted 
210; Wisconsin 3165; Illinois 391 ; anc1 11ichig·an 1457 
packages. The cash 1 .. eceipts f1 .. om Iowa had been $50,-
935. 5; while $3 ,931.64 had been the total amount received 
f1·om 1finnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and 1fichig·an.189 

In April 1 65, 1r. orris r eported that between seven 
and eight tons of sanitary goods we1--e stored along the 
Dubuque and Sioux Cit).,. Railroad and the Dubuque outh
western Railroad ready to be shipped. The interest 
th1 .. oughout the tate was ve1 .. y great, between sixty and 

1 88 Senate Journal, 1864, pp. 197, 206. 
189 Report of the Iowa Sanitary Conimissfon, 1866, p. 35. 
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seventy county agents, appointed by Mr. Norris, being 
eng'aged in a canvas of their various counties.190 

A branch of the United States Christian Commission had 
been establi hed in Dubuque towards the close of 1 64. 
It was an auxiliary of the Chicago branch of the Chris
tian Commission and was in charge of John H. Thomp
son. A meeting was held by the members at Dubuque in 
March, 1 65, and deleg'ates were appointed to visit sur
rounding towns to solicit contributions and organize local 
committees to supervise their respective districts.191 An
other auxiliary of the Christian Commission was located at 
Keokuk, with Col. William Thompson as president and 
treasurer, this organization being· connected with the t. 
Louis branch of the Commission.192 Many supplies sent 
from Iowa during the closing months of the war were de
livered by the Christian Commission. Tlie Third Annital 
Report of the Christian Commission acknowledged ''valu
able and timely donations'' from Keokuk, Davenport, Os
kaloosa, amanche, and '' other places in Iowa, of noble
hearted, liberal people''. outhern and central Iowa con
tributed more than one-half of the entire funds and stores 
of the t. Louis branch of the Christian Commission for 
the year 1864.193 

On Wednesday, June 7, 1 65, the Iowa Sanitary Commis
sion met for its thi1~d annual meeting at Des Moines. The 
war was over, however, and all that remained to be done 
was to wind up the affairs of the organization. Resolu
tions were adopted recommending that the local societies 

190 Dubuque Semi -W eelcvy Times, April 28, 1865. 

191 Dubuq_ue Semi-Weekly Times, November 15, 1864, March 31, 1865. 

192 Third Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1865, 
p. X. 

19s Third Annual Report of the United States Christian Commission, 1865, 
pp. 94, 95. 
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which had so well supported the relief work should now give 
their support to the Orphans' Asyl11m; and the existing 
officers were reelected.194 

No repoI·t was ever made covering the work for the whole 
State during the full period of the war, and it would prob
ably have been impossible to do so, as supplies were dis
tributed through so many different agencies. The reports 
published by the different agents and commissions often 
contained duplications in that they listed the same supplies 
Bnd funds, so that it would be impossible to estimate or 
place an}.,. total money ,ralue upon the contributions of the 
people of Iowa. The r eports covering specific periods, ho,v
eve1·, are Sl1fficient to furnish an idea of the gr eat magni
tuclr ,,Thich the relief work attained. One writer sa)rs that 
e, .. eI·y Io"ra town '' had its oldiers' Aid Society, or later 
its local branch of the state sanitary commission, and the 
·v·alue and blessed use of the sanitar)T and hospital sl1pplies 
sent to the front by them was almost beyond computation''; 
,,rhile another historian declares that in '' almost every to,vn 
ancl col1nty throughout the tate the ,vomen of Io,va ear
nestly cooperated in this humane work. . . . The aid thus 
given to the soldiers in the field was estimated to amount 
to more than half a million dollars.' ' 195 

VII 

SANITARY FAIRS IN IOWA 

Encourag~ed by the success of the so-called '' sanitary 
fairs'' in many other tates, people in various parts of 
Io,~{a, early in 1 64, conceived the idea of raising money 

1 9 4 Report of the I owa San,itary Commission, 1866, pp. 35, 36. 
1915 Byers's Io wa in War Times, p. 456; Gue's History of Iowa, Vol. II, p. 

421. 
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by similar means in this State. The movement soon took 
definite shape and in the course of the year three very 
successful fairs were held. 

THE .1. ORTHER.t: IOWA SANITARY FAIR 

A public meeting was held in Dubuque in January, 1 64, 
to consider the advisability of holding a large and extensive 
festival of some sort on Washington's Birthday to raise 
the money and supplies so badly needed at that time for the 
army. It was proposed that the Ladies oldiers' Aid 

ociety should arrange f 01" the affair, but as the members 
of that organization felt that they had all they could attencl 
to, the matter was dropped temporarily.196 

The proposal was r evived a few months later and plans 
were laid for holcling a larg·e mass meeting to discuss the 
proposition. This meeting was held on March 10th in the 
Congregational church, which was well fillecl with the peo
ple of Dubuque. Mr . D. P. Livermore of Chicago, a rep
resentative of the United tates anita1·y Commission, was 
present and '' f 01-- two hours addressed the meeting elegantl}"" 
and eloquently''. At the conclusion of her address it was 
decided to undertake the holding of a fair in Dubuque; and 
a committee of sixteen, composed of an equal number of men 
and women, was appointed to d1 .. aw up plans for an OI'gani
zation and to select officers. A 1--esolution was also adopted 
providing· that a subsc1 .. iption should be taken at the meet
ing, and that the proceeds should be used for the immediate 
purchase of ,1 eg·etables for the a1--mies. The sum of eleve11 
hundred dollars in cash was secured, a large part of which 
was used to pu1·chase sauerkraut for the troops.197 

19a Dubuque Berni-Weekly Ti,nes, January 15, 19, 1 64; The Northern Io1va 
Sanitary Fair, p. 3. This pamphlet contains a list of donations to the Fair, 
the treasurer's report, and a brief sketch of the Fair. It was published in 
Dubuque in 1864. 

'197 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, March 15, 18, 1864; Tlie Northern Io1ca 
Sanitary Fair, pp. 3, 4, 63. 
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T,vo days later the committee made its r eport. The or
ganization "Tas designated the orthern Iowa Sanitary 
Fair, and Mr. H. A. Wiltse was named as its president. 
Three vice presidents, :five secreta1'ies, a treasurer, and an 
executive committee of ten were also appointed. In 
acldition, the plan p1--o,,,ided that the p1'esidents of organ
izations " .. hich mig·ht be formed in the , ... arious counties of 
the tate for the pu1--po e of coope1'ating in the enterpri e 
should be vice p1'e ident of the Fai1... This plan ultimately 
1·csulted in the election of thi1--t}r-fol1r men and women, 
f1·om as many different countie , as vice presidents.198 

Work was immecliately beg·un to ar1·ange for the laro-e 
uncleI·taking. An appeal ,,,,as sent ol1t to the people of the 
State urging their as i tance and coope1·ation. ont1·il)u
tions of cash, of ,Tegetable , of sanitary supplies, and of 
articles for sale at the Fair we1·e solicited.199 Persons 
1·epresenting the Fair visited counties throug"hol1t the tate, 
u1--ging the cooperation of the public a11d of all relief organi
zations. 1fr. Torris, a11 agent of the Iowa Sanitary Com
mission, spent the month previous to the Fair in traveli11g 
·o,rer the tate, for the purpose of a1 .. ousing· popular inter-
est and assistance. I t was his hope that the results of the 
Fair should not be measured by the amount of mo11ey that 
,vould be raised, since he believed the Fair would be 
instrumental in r e,riving an interest and activity i11 the 1·e
lief ,vo1·k of the ,vhole tate.200 Appeals for cont1'ibl1tions 
were not limited to I owa. With a ·v-iew to making the affair 
as lar~e and p1 .. o:fi.table as possible, people throughout the 
loyal States we1"e asked to help . 

As plans and work prog·1 .. essed the citizens entered more 

108 The Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, p. 4. 

o 199 Duu11que Semi-Weekly Ti1nes, tfarch 18, 1864. 

r&l1 2 00 The Sanitary Commission Bulletin, Vol. I, o. 19, 1864, pp. 577, 578; 
d Dubuque Se1ni-Weekly Tirnes, April 29, 1864. 

r 

.. 



238 IOW .A. JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

fully into the spirit of the Fair and each was desirous of 
doing his part. The reports of agents and letters from 
numerous counties showed that practically the whole State 
was inte1--ested in the success of the undertaking. Governor 
William M. tone was active, and early in Ap1"il he wrote 
to the managers of the Fair that '' nothing short of sickness 
or unavoidable business engagements'' would keep him 
f1 .. om attendance.201 ta meeting of the executive commit
tee on Iay 3rd ''communications from nearly every county 
in the tate ,vere read.' '202 Originally it had been pla.nned 
to hold the Fair in the City Building and Turner Hall, but 
because of the proportions the enterprise was assuming, 
the promoters soon 1·ealized that these buildings would not 
be sufficient. Therefore, in 01--der to give time for the con
struction of an additional building to house the machinery 
and implements, the date of the opening of the Fair, which 
had been set for May 24th, was postponed to June 21st.203 

Ag·reements were ea1--ly reached with various transporta
tion companies for transpo1~ting g--oods for the Fair free of 
charge. T,venty-fou1· diffe1--ent l"'ailroads and the N 01--th
,ve tern Packet Company ag1,eed to haul all g·oods free, 
,,rhile the Ame1~can Express Company promised to carry 
free all packages weig·hing under thirty pounds and all pack
ages abov.,.e that ,veight at cost.204 In May a committee on 
''Labo1--, I11comes and Revenue'' was appointed and instruc
ted '' to solicit a day's labor or its earnings, or a day's 
income from each individual in the State, also a day's 
revenue from all employing establishments, firms, corpora
tions and companies' '.205 In response to the untiring ef-

201 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, April 8, 1864. 

20 2 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, May 6, 1864. 
20s Dubuque Semi-Weekly T imes, April 29, 1864; The Northern Iowa Sani

tary Fair, p. 6. 

204 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, April 26, 1864. 

20:s Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, May 10, 1864. 
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forts of the worker s, supplies and donations early began to 
pour in, and long before the opening day of the big event 
had arrived, hospital goods valued at twenty-five thousand 
dollars had been received and shipped to the men in the 
field. 206 

1\.t two o'clock on June 21st the Fair was thrown open to 
the public, there being no procession or public display to 
1nark the opening. '' The officers and committees assembled 
in the Fancy Department shortly before the hour for public 
opening. The Germania Band performed 'Hail Columbia. ' 
Rev. D. 11. Reed addres ed the Throne of Grace in a fervent 
prayer. The P1 .. esident of the Fair, on behalf of the man
ag·ers, in a brief address, turnecl o,rer the donations to the 
committees, and this address was responded to in a few well 
chosen remarks, by W. L. Calkins, Esq., of 11cGregor, on the 
part of the committees. '' 207 Two dollars was the p1·ice of a 
season ticket good for a lady and gentleman; single season 
tickets sold for a dollar and a half; admission for a single 
day \\Tas fifty cents; and children under twelve years of age 
"\\Tere admitted at one-half the r egular rate. 208 

The :first floor of the City Hall was occupied by booths, 
where every county that so desired was r epresented. Four
teen Iowa counties occupied separate booths; Jo Daviess 
County in Illinois and Grant County in Wisconsin shared 
on booth; the Good Templars conducted four booths, the 
City of Dubuque seven, the Catholic ladies of Dubuque two, 
and the German ladies of Dubuque two. Contributions from 
other localities ,vere distributed among and sold at the dif
ferent booths.209 The library and floral departments, the 

206 The N ortherri Iowa Sanitary Fair, p. 8. 
207 The Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, pp. 5, 6; Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, 

June 21, 24, 1864. 
208 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, June 21, 1864. 
209 The Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, p. 8. 
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packing room, the appraise1 .. s' room, and the officers' head
quarters were located on the second floor of the City Hall; 
the third floor housed the children's amusement depart
ment; and the basement served as a store room. The first 
and second stories of Turne1' Hall were used for the refresh
ment department, with sitting 1--oom and lounging rooms on 
the ground floor and dining· room and kitchen abo,,.e. '' Both 
buildings were ornamented with American flag·s, with ever
greens, flowers, mottoes and pictures in profusion and with 
the highest effect.'' The building which had been con
structed especiall for· the occasion adjoined the City Hall, 
and was filled with '' ha1--d,vare and agricultural and house
hold implement and machine1 .. y' '. 210 

The Fair continued for eig .. ht days, the doors being open 
f1,om ten o clock in the moI·nin · to ten o'clock at night. As 
many as twenty-five hund1--ed people were p1--esent at a sin
g·le time. In the evenings pecial ente1 .. tainments we1--e 
g·iven, con istin°· of'' Tableaux Pantomines, and the d1·ama 
of Cinde1 .. ella at Tu1 .. ner Hall· two dramatic ente1--tainment 
at Julien Theatre, of a choice character, by an amateur 
company of ladies and g·entlemen f 1 .. om :l\f adi on Wisconsin, 
under the manag·ement of J as. L. taffo1--d, Esq., gi.ve11 
enti1'ely at their' own exp en e; t,vo concerts by Prof. Las
celles, and a lect11re by }.fark }.1:. Pomeroy, Esq., also at 
Julien Theatre.'' 211 

In 01'der to stimulate interest in the Fai1-- a national flag· 
was offered as a p1 .. ize to the county, outside of Dubuq11e 
County, making the la1 .. gest contribution to the Fair in pro
portion to its population. 212 About the middle of }.1ay, ove1· 
a month before the opening of the Fai1 .. , the vice president 

2 10 The N orlhern Iowa Sanitary Fair, pp. 5, 6. 
211 The Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, pp. , 9; Dubuque Semi-Weekly Ti1nes, 

June 28, 1864. 

212 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, April 12, 1864. 
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of Kossuth County stated in a letter to the president of the 
Fair that Kossuth County was '' going to get that flag'' or 
make some of the other .. counties '' pile it up big. '' 213 When 
the Fair opened Kossuth County, in addition to a valuable 
collection of goods, had contributed more than a dolla1" for 
every man, woman, and child in the County. 214 This amount 
proved to be sufficient to wi11 the contest and the prize flag 
i to be found to-day in the care of the Ko t1th County Hi -

torical ociety. 215 

The aim of the promoter of the Fai1 .. had been to obtain 
a 1·esponse from as many people ancl f1 .. om as many parts of 
I o"'"a as possible, thus making the enterprise a state-'\\.,.ide 
mo,.,.ement. That this aim was realized is shown by the fact 
tl1at donations ,,Tere recei,Ted from about th1·ee hund1 .. ed 
Io,,a towns and citie , in ixt).,.-two different counties. 
These donations were in a la1 .. cre part composed of supplies 
such as vegetables and other foods, clothing, and hospital 
sto1 .. es, that could be used directl for the benefit of the sol
clie1·s in camp and hospitals· but amo11g tl1e cont1 .. ibution 
tl1ere ,, .. as al o a 0·1 .. eat quantity and a g·1--eat \Tariety of arti-

cles to be solcl at the Faii ... 216 

Headi11g· the list of st1ch article was one '' silk quilt, by 
eigl1t yol1ng ladies '' from Allamakee County, representincr, 
as clicl nume1 .. ous gifts of fancy-wo1 .. k a11d art, the l1andiwo1--k 
of the ,vomen of the tate. Even the t1nfo1 .. tunate inmates 
of tl1e A ylum fo1 .. the Blind at Vinton 1--esponded to the ap
peal "~ith a contribution of fancy beacl work. From Du-

'" 

buq11e County, whe1 .. e of course the inte1"est in the Fair ,vas 
g·1·eatest, came st1ch a ,ta1"iety of a1--ticles as a piano, a can
non, an opera cloak, a harness, five boxes of toilet soap, a 

21 a Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, May 17, 1864. 
214 Dubuqtle Se1ni-W eekly Tirnes, June 21, 1864. 
215 Reed's Our Historic Flag in the Algona Courier, December 13, 1917. 
216 The Northern Io wa Sanitary Fair, pp. 10-37. 
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'' fancy dress ball, 1--evolving figures'', a saddle, one garden 
vase, forty-five 11exican dollars, two ''transparencies'', 
bread baskets, specimens of minerals, an ottoman, one 
''Daug,hter of the Regiment'', and a sketch entitled the 
'' Bathing cene' ' . 

A fine silve1" set which sold f 01~ five hundred dollars was 
received from the ladies of l{eokuk; and a less expensive 
set was received from Burlington. The people of Clinton 

ounty forwarded, among other things, one pump and a 
quantity of sheet music; while from Linn County came t,vo 
pumps, t,vo pieces of pump pipe, and two lightning rods. A. 
shirt and a clothes-wringer formed part of Mt. Pleasant's 
donation, and citizens of Webste1-- City responded with 
three dolla1--s worth of '' French chalk'' and some specimens 
of Colorado g'old quartz. W ate1--loo was very ably repre
sented by such gifts as a '' case of birds'', two town lots, and 
a whatnot valued at forty dollars. Perhaps one of the most 
novel and striking' gifts of all, certainly one of the most en
livening to those coming in contact with it, was that recei,Ted 
f1--om a citizen of Clayton County- a hive of bees.217 

Iowa, however, was not the only souI·ce from which aid 
flowed to the Fai1--. From all over the country came large 
donations of money and goods. Cash received from Chi
cago amounted to $350 , from ew York City came a total 
of $3165, from Boston $2735, and from Milwaukee $1,262.16, 
besides many smaller subscriptions from numerous othe1~ 
places. The articles from the country at larg-.e, contributecl 
for sale at the Fair, like those from various parts of this 
State, included g~oods of all degrees of value and usefulness. 
Farm machinery proved a popular gift, and a great variet)·, 
such as reapers, mowers, hay rakes, plows, fanning mills, a 
sugar cane mill, buggies, and a cutter came from several 

2 11 The Northern I owa Sanitary Fair, pp. 10-37. 
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districts. Other individuals or communities sent household 
equipment, including sewing machines, washing machines, 
furniture, clothes dryers, a cook stove, a tea urn, and a 
clock. Citizens of Pennsylvania, as their contribution, for
"-arded clothing, copper bottomed and brass kettles, g·la s, 
t,,·o gross of '' ,rermifuge' ', and a steel cannon. From a 
regiment in Texas came carved work, a blanket, a scar·f, 
shells, boots, slippers, and a 1f exican saddle. Connecticut's 
offering·s included skates, patent garte1"s, hoop skirt , ancl 
cloo1' knobs. 11a sachusetts added :fi\ ... e carriage robe , head 
d1'es. es, one school melodeon, part value on a piano and 
org·an, '' t\,'"O gross bronchial t1--oches' ', and an af gl1an. 
An1ong the receipts from ew York were t,venty pouncls of 
black tea, a camp stool, a dozen razors, t\,renty buncl1es of 
1·ope, t,vo boxes of tin, one bab} ... tender, pocket companion , 
colog·ne bottle , one self-ope1·ating s,, ... i11g, a tent, one spring· 
rocking ho1·se, six cistern pumps, a box of ar·ti:ficial flo,vers, 
six boxes of ''Green'', and two dozen bottles of '' psycho
go0·ue' '. A guitar, t,vo barrels of crackers, '' one tidy, by a 
lady seventy years old'', one mineral grotto, and six ,rer--y 
old coppers helped to make up the contribution from Wis
consin.218 

Soon after the Fair was organized the executive com
mittee passed a resolution to prohibit the disposition of 
goods at the Fair by raffling or selling chances.219 Appar
ently the rule was not enforced, and as a result the president 
and manage1"s were severely criticized. A religious news
paper· published in Dubuque at the time, although chron
icling the success of the Fair from a :financial point of view, 
considered it a '' rrioral failure'' . Many ministers had 
,vorked and served as agents for the Fair ... with the under-

218 The Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, pp. 38-44, 51, 52, 61, 62, 64. 
219 Dub1ique Semi-Weekly Times, March 15, 1864 . 
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standing .. that the resolution ag·ainst raffling would be en
forced and they would not have backed the p1"oject under 
any othe1-- conditions. '' In the face of all this,'' declared 
the editor, '' the President of the Fair had scarcely con
cluded his excellent ancl eloquent opening address, before 
the sale of lotter -tickets " .,.as beg"11n, and during· the whole 
of the seven da}"S that the Fair continued, one could not 
spend five minute in any portion of the vast building· de
voted to it, without being beset and besoug·ht by men, women 
and children to 'take a chance,' 'try you1· luck,' 'buy a 
ticket,' and so on ad na11sear;i, until his ears ,vere fairl} .. 
made to ring with the whole vocabulary of a 1·eg"11lar lottery 
office.'' 220 

umerous conte ts were ar1 .. ang .. ed to increase the interest 
of tho e attending· the Fai1·. An opera cloak was p1 .. esentecl 
by Mrs. H. . Wiltse to be donated to eithe1 .. l\Irs. Grant, 
Mrs. Fremont, or 11~ . 1f c lellan as the people decided. 
Votes "Tere sold at fifty cents and pat1--ons were urged to 
vote ''early and often.'' 221 t. Louis firm donated a 
'' mag·nificent reg·imental flag'' to g·o to the regiment recei\''
ing· the highest nl1mber of , .. otes at the Fai1·. The votes solcl 
at fifty cents each 222 and on the la t eve11ing·, as the time for 
closing tl1e polls drew near the contest grew ve1 .. y exciting·. 
The Fifth Iowa a,ral1·y wa at fi1-- t declared to be the wi11-
ner, but a recount g·ave the flag· to the Ninth I owa I11fant1·)~ 
by a single vote.223 

By the time the Fair closed the total 1·eceipts had almost 
reached ninety thousand dolla1--s, and many g·oods still 1 .. e
mained l1nsold. uch materials as could be conve1--ted i11to 
hospital clothing wer .. e turned o,rer to the oldiers' Aid 0-

220 I owa R eligious N ews-Letter (Dubt1que) , July, 1864. 

221 D ubuque S emi-W eek ly T imes, June 24, 1864. 

222 D ubuque Se1ni-W eel-..ly T irnes, June 21, 1864. 

22 3 D ubuque S emi-W eekly T imes, July 1, 1864. 
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ciet) ... of Dubuque. Many other things we1'e given to the 
sanita1,y fairs at Rockfo1 .. d and Warren, Illinois, and to sim
ilar ente1,p1'ises at Marshalltown and Bu1 .. lington, Io,va. 
When the final repo1--t was made by the manage1's a few 
a1·ticles still l'emained undisposed of, among which were 
'' an embroidered chair, a gold watch, a hive of bees, two 
to"\\1n lots and one hund1'ed and twent acres of farming 

land.'' 224 

The proceeds of the Fair had, upon its organization, been 
pledged to the United tates anita1,y Commission,225 and 
besides the supplie forwarded to this Commission as a re
sult of the Fai1-- nearly $50 000 in cash was added to its 
funds. About $1500 of the p1,oceeds of the Fair ,vas spent 
by tl1e management for vegetables; the sum of $250 ,vas 
g·i1len to the oldiers' Home in Dubuque; and bet,,.,een $7000 
ancl $ 000 wa spent in maintaining ag·ents, in fitting· up the 
buildings, in buying g·oocls, and in def raying adve1·tising 
and ope1,ating expenses. 226 

Compared with the other sanitary fairs held tl11--oughout 
the country the N 01·the1,n Io,va anitary Fair made a favor
able showing. It was pointed out by the Ditbilqite Ti1ries 
that the cont1,ibl1tions per inhabitant of Dubuque County 
averag·ed $2. , which was higher than a similar a,Te1·age for 
an),. of the larger fai1,s. t. Louis was next to Dubuque 
with an averag·e of $2.75, after which came Philadelphia 
County with $2.10 per inhabitant of the county; but all other 
communities fell below two dollars. In total receipts the 
Northe1 .. n Iowa Sanitary Fair equaled the fai1-- held in Chi
cag·o in October, 1 63. 227 While many of the larger fairs 

224 The Northern I ou:a Sanitary Fa ir, p. 6. 

225 The Sanitary Commission Bulletin, Vol. I , o. 19, 1864, p. 578; T 1ie 
N oTther,i Iowa Sanitary Fair, p. 23. 

2'2 6 Tlle Northern Io wa Sanitary Fair, p. 63; The Sanitary Commission, B ul

letin, No. 26, 1864, pp. 824, 825. 
227 Du,buq1.le Semi-Weekly Times, November 25, 1864. 
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received large contributions, some running into many thou
sands of dollars, no cash subscriptions to the Dubuque Fair 
exceeded one hundred dollars. The success of the enter
prise was due to the wide-spread support which it received 
and the small gifts from a great number of persons. In 
some townslups and counties almost every man, woman, and 
child gave something. 228 In commenting upon the Fair a 
bl1lletin of the United tates anitary Commission made 
the follo,ving statement : 

If the value of services ,vere measured by the extent of the sacri
fice made in rendering tl1em, it would probably be found that no 
State in the nion had done so much for the ,var as Iowa . . . . 
it is doubtful if there is on record any other so splendid example of 
the heroism, farsightedness, and self-abnegation 1,rith which free
dom long enjoyed, can gift a whole community.229 

OTHER FAIRS IN IOWA 

Follo,ving the orthern Iowa anitary Fair, two addi
tional f ai1~s of more than local importance weI·e held in the 

tate; the Iowa Central Fair at Muscatine, held during· the 
first week in eptember, 1 64, and the outhern Iowa Fair 
at Bu1--lington nea1-- the close of the same month. 230 These 
fairs, althoug·h somewhat smaller, were conducted along 
similar lines and r--eceived enthusiastic support from their 
own communities. A list of the contributions to the Soutl1-
ern Iowa Fair, acco1 .. ding to townships, sho,vs that Yello,v 
Spring·s Township in Des Moines County, with a population 
of 1604, averag·ed $2.15 per capita; while Denmark To\\'Il
ship in Lee County, with 43 people, averaged $1.42. 231 

22B Dubuque S emi-Weekly T imes, I ovember 25, 1864. 

2 2 9 The Sanitary Commission Bulletin, Vol. I, No. 19, 1864, pp. 577, 578. 
2 3 0 A fair was held at Marshalltown in August, 1865, but since the purpose 

of this fair was to raise money for the Soldiers' Orphans' Home it will be 
considered under that subject. 

2 81 Quoted from the Burlington Hawk-Eye in the Dubuque Semi-Weekly 
Times, October 21, 1864. 
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The total receipts of the Burlington Fair were between 
$20,000 and $25,000, including $6000 worth of sanitary 
stor·es. These proceeds were donated partly to the United 
States Sanitary Commission, partly to the United tates 
Chri<stian Commission, and the remainder ,vas expendecl 
under the supervision of the Burlington Soldiers' Aid So
ciet:v·.232 The Christian Commission received as its part 
$2500 in cash; forty barrels of onions, pickles, and dried 
apples; nine boxes of clothing, linen, and bandages; forty
nine boxes and kegs of canned fruit and apple butter; and 
se,re1·al boxes of books.233 

From the Iowa Central Fair abol1t $20,000 ,,Tas realized 
by the managers, the greatest share of which ,,ras turned 
over to the United tates Christian Commission,234 ,vl1ich 
recei\red $10,000 in cash; 1920 bushels of potatoes ; 99 
bushels of onions; twenty barrels of crackers; twenty-t,,To 
bar1 .. els and kegs of pickles ; six barrels of flou1~; eig·ht boxes 
of clothing and linens; and fifty boxes and four barrels of 
canned, dried, and preserved fruit.235 

Politics seem to have entered some,vhat into the Fai1 .. at 
lvit1scatine, and at least one Democratic editor ad,rised hi 
readers to send their contributions di1·ectly to the soldiers 
1~ather than to the Fair. The stand taken in this particular 
case '"·as the 1 .. esult of a meeting held at Iowa City to arouse 
enthusiasm for the Fair. Mr. Henry O'Connor of Musca
tine addressed the meeting which, according to the Iowa 
State P;·ess, was turned ''into an abolition love feast''. 
0 'Connor's address, as ''long as he confined himself to the 

232 Report of the I owa Sanitary Commission, 1866, p. 71; quotation from the 
Bu1 lington Hawk-Eye in the Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, October 21, 1864. 

233 Third Annual R eport of tlie United States CJiristian Commission, 1865, 
pp. 94, 95. 

234 Mu.scatine Weekly Journal, September 23, 1864. 
235 Third Annual Report of the United States Cliristian Commission, 1865, 

pp. 94, 95. 
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object for which he professed to be speaking'', declared the 
editor, was '' exceedingly dry and uninteresting; but when 
he branched off upon the negro, and alluded to the ven
geance which his party propose wreaking upon Democrats 
in the orth, his dullness vanished, and all the malignity of 
his shallow soul flo,ved in a st1 .. eam of dirty slang from his 
lips.'' H ence the advice which was given-'' don't drop a 
single dime into the maw of this abolition shark.' ' 23 6 

VIII 

RELIEF OF OLDIERS' FAl\IILIES 

When the men from the orth began to r espond to the 
call to arms the people r emaining at home were in many 
cases confronted with the p1 .. oblem of providing for the 
families of soldie1--s. All through the war it was necessary 
for many fathe1~s and husbands to lea,.,e their homes with
out any adequate p1--o,?i ion fo1 .. the maintenance of those de
pendent upon them. There were three sources from which 
aid came to these families : fr-- om the tate, from the county, 
and from p1--ivate individuals and org·anizations.237 In some 
instances as in Massachusetts2 38 and J orth Carolina,239 

money "Tas approp1--iated directly by the tate for the pur
pose. In many of the tates county aid was given; while 
private help was no doubt given to some extent in e,rery 
community.240 

23a The I owa State P ress ( Iowa City), August 10, 1864. 

237 Fite 's Social and I ndustrial Conditions in, t he N ortli During the Civil 
W ar, p. 288. 

23s Council B luffs Nonpareil, May 4, 1861. 

239 Fisher 's The R elief of Soldiers' Famili~ in North Carolina During the 

Civil W ar in T he South A tlant ic Quarterly, January, 1917, pp. 60, 61, 62. 

240 Fite 's Social and Industrial Conditions i,i the N orth During t he Civil War, 

p. 288. 
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LEGISLATION RELATIVE TO RELIEF OF SOLDIERS' FAMILIES 

No aid was given to soldiers' families in Iowa directly 
from the funds of the State; provision for their care was 
left to the county boards of supervisors and to private 
agencies. Early in the war, however, there was some agi
tation for the use of State funds for this purpose. In his 
message to the special session of the legi lature in 1 61 7 

Gove111or Kirkwood referred to the matter and stated his 
belief that, since troops would not come from all counties of 
the State nor would they be equally distributed among those 
counties which were drawn upon, it would be more equitable 
and just if the expense of caring for the families of the vol
untee1·s should be assumed by the State, and the burden 
thereby equally distributed among all the people.241 

In the same message the Governor mentioned the fact that 
in '' most or all of the counties in which companies of volun
teers have thus far been accepted, the Boards of Super
,risors or public spirited citizens have raised means for the 
support of the families of volunteers who have left families 
dependent on them for support.' ' 242 It was necessary that 
such action of the supervisors should be sanctioned by the 
State legislature, and this was done by a law passed on 
May 27, 1861.243 At the same time a movement was started 
to enact a statute which would authorize the county boards, 
in the future, to give such relief. There was some opposi
tion to the bill which was introduced. A letter, written 
f1·om Des Moines to the Muscatine W eekly Journal, stated 
that it "Tas unlikely that such a law would be enacted, be
cause so many of the counties of the State had no volunteer 

241 Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
II, p. 261 

242 Shambaugh 's M essages and, Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
II, p. 261. 

248 Lau·s of Iowa (Extra Session), 1861, p. 3. 

VOL. XVI-17 
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companies, and hence the people did not appreciate the im
po1 .. tance of such a pi·ovision.244 On 11ay 29, 1 61, however, 
a la,v ,vas enacted g1.ving· po"\\Ter to the board of supervisors 
to make appropriations out of county funds for the support 
of families of volunteers ·\'.1{ho had been living in the tate at 
the time of enlistment and "Those r esidence was still in 
Iowa.245 

The subject of support for soldiers' families was again 
1 .. evived at the special leg·islative session in 1 62, and more 
efficient provision for county aid was made. By an act of 
September 11th county st1pe1 .. ,Tisors were authorized to levy 
a special tax for the payment of bounties for enlistments, 
and fo1' the support of families of persons in the milita1 .. y 
service of the tate or the United tates. Any previous 
ta .. es that had been le,Tied for this purpose were also leg·al
ized by thi act.246 

• 

Conditions l1owever, were not yet atisfactory to those 
interested in the work. At the formation of the Iowa Sani
tary Commissio11 in ovembe1 .. , 1 63, a resolution was 
adopted asking· the legislature to pass a law creating a gen
eral tate fund for the r elief of the destitute families of 
soldiers, to be dist1 .. ibuted i11 proportion to the nl1mber of 
soldie1~s enlisted f1 .. om each county. It was also recommend
ed that the law authorizing· counties to levy taxes for that 
purpose be i·epealed.247 n add1--ess sent 01.1t by the Com
mission in December called attention to the fact that many 
soldie1--s' families all over the State we1"e '' in want of tl1e 
common neces·sa1 .. ies of life.'' The Ladies' Aid Societies 
we1"'e urged to g·ive the men at home no peace until they sup
plied them with the means necessary to r elieve the suffer .. -

244 Muscatine W eekly Journal, May 31, 1861. 
245 La ws of Iowa (Extra Session), 1861, p. 31. 
246 Laws of Io1ca (Extra Session), 1862, pp. 37, 38, 39. 
247 Muscatine Weehly Journal, November 27, 1863. 
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ing among soldiers' families. They were especially asked 
to urg·e the county supervisors to provide assistance.248 

In his biennial mes age of January, 1 64, Governor Kirk
wood ag·ain g·ave attention to the matter. He ''very ear
ne8tly'' recommended that ''some systematic mode of fur
ni. hing aid to the needy families of our soldiers be 
adopted.'' Instead of advising-- tate aid, as in his arlier 
message, he was undecided as to whether it was best for the 
State to furni h the money and appoint agents to distribl1te 
it, or to lea,1'e tl1e matter to local aid societies.249 The action 
taken bv the Ia,,T-make1~s left the care of the families i11 the ., 

l1ands of county autho1--ities, but st1--eng·thenecl the la,,,. by 
which it ,vas accomplished. Pre,Tiously the supe1·,--i 01·s had 
l1acl the power .. to levy taxes for the pu1·pose, but a la,v of 
}.fa1"ch, 1864, contained the p1·ovision that '' tl1ere shall be 
le\1iecl in each county not less than t,vo (2) mills on the c1ol
la1·, in the years 1 64 and 1 65,'' for the '' relief of the fami
lies of privates and non-commissioned officers and musicians 
,vho have heretofore been, no,v are, or may he1·eafte1" be in 
the military or naval service of the United States from this 
State''. Tht1s tl1e assessment of the tax was mac1e compt1l
sory instead of being left to the choice of the authorities of 
each particular county.250 

RELIEF BY COUXTIES 

The total amounts paid out by the counties of the State 
during the Civil War, according to reports made to the 
State Auditor, were $1,0 3,901.34 f 01· bounties and $1,122,-
247.76 for the relief of soldiers' families. In 1 61, the :first 
}

7 ea1· of the war, Johnson ounty, where a total of $3,3 4.36 

248 The State Press ( Iowa City), December 23, 1863. 
240 Shan1baugh 's Messages and Proclarnations of the Governors of Io wa, Vol. 

II, pp. 349, 350. 
250 Laiis of Io wa, l 64, pp. 99, 100, 101. 
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was appropriated, was the only county reporting the u e of 
any public funds for relief purposes. The reports, however, 
could not have been complete, as the supervisor£ of Musca
tine County on June 12, 1 61, appropriated $2000 for the 
support of the families of volunteers.25 1 In 1 62 and 1 63 
no expenditure for relief were reported by any of the coun
ties, although in some instances money which had been so 
spent was included in the funds used fo1 .. bounties, which 
for the two ears amounted to $461,179.47. The amount 
devoted to relief work in 1 64 was $604,607.7 ; in 1 65 it 
was $4 7, 63.16; and in 1 66 it amounted to $26,392.46.252 

RELIEF BY PRIVATE AGE CIES 

That there was much left for private charity to do is a 
matter of little doubt. Perhaps the best idea of the part 
played by private individuals and organizations can be se
cured by a study of the activities which were carried on by 
certain communities of the tate, and which are representa
tive of pri,rate relief work in the tate as a whole. These 
instances illustrate the fact that in addition to the great 
amount of sanitary work which was carried on all over the 

tate, the people of Iowa also did much to relieve the dis
tress and suffering at home. 

In Muscatine, at the first mass meeting which was held to 
secure volunteers for the army, a relief committee of citi
zens was appointed to adopt measures to the end that the 
families of any men who might volunteer should not suffer 
in their absence.253 This was in Ap1--il, 1861, and a few days 
later a notice was inserted in the newspapers stating that 
the families of any volunteers who desired or needed as-

2:;1 Muscatine Weekly Journal, June 14, 1861. 

252 Pollock's State Finances Durin,g the Civil War in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XVI, p. 88. 

253 Muscatine Weekly Journal, 'April 19, 1861. 
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sistance, or even cared to have some member of the relief 
committee call, should send their names and addresses to 
one of the members.254 

A little later, on June 12th, the county board of super
visor took action and appropriated $2000 for the support 
of volunteers' families, to be distributed in the following 
manner. The clerk of the board of supervisors was to pay 
out "Tarrant whenever he was presented with a certificate, 
sig·ned by the secretary and chairman of the citizens' relief 
committee, stating that the bearer was a member of the 
fan1ily of one of the volunteers, and indicating the amount 
to ,vhich the bearer was entitled. Of the amount appropri
ated,$ 0 was to be used to meet obligations which the com
mittee had already contracted.255 A statement issued t,vo 
weeks later indicated that the committee ,vas caring for be
tween forty and fifty families, which were receiving allow
ances of from one dollar and a half to four dollars per week, 
the amount being ba ed upon the wr'itten statements made 
by each volunteer before he left.256 On September 4th the 
supcr·visors ordered $341.42 to be paid to co,rer additional 
claims of the relief committee.257 During the follo,vir1g 
yea1', at a special meeting of the board of supervisor s, an
other appropriation was made for the support of the sol
diers' dependents.258 

Cooperation with the county officers in distributing~ coun
ty funds was not, however, the only part played in 1f usca
tine by the benevolent public. The Relief Society of the 
first and second wards was organized early in December, 
1861, for the purpose of caring for the families of volun-

254 ltfuscatine Weekly Journal, April 26, 1861. 
255 Muscatine W eekly Journal, June 14, 1861. 
256 M·uscatine Weekly Journal, June 28, 1861. 
257 Muscatine Weekly J ournal, September 6, 1861. 
258 Muscatine W eekly Journal, August 15, 1862. 
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teers. The third ward Relief Society was organized at 
about the same time and a committee was appointed to 
ascertain ,vhere relief was needed in the district and report 
to a soliciting· committee.259 The Union Benevolent ociety 
decided in pril, 1 62, to meet once a week and sew for the 
needy people of the community, and all the ladies of the 
city we1"e invited to attend.260 The report of this society 
for the winter of 1 62 and 1 63 stated that it had raised 
the sum of $25 .1 , which had been usecl to furnish wood, 
flou1·, and other necessities to the families of :fifty soldiers. 
Of this amount eig·hty-:five dolla1"s went for wood, seventy
five dollars for flour, and the balance fo1 .. g·1 .. oceries, clothing, 
and medicines. The funds of the society, according to the 
I"'eport, were at that time exhausted, and unless assistance 
was g·i,,.en soon many families would suffer.261 

In 1 ovembe1", 1863, the lll uscatine Weekly J ournal pub
lished an appeal fo1 .. assistance for many needy families in 
the community. Because of the high cost of fuel and other 
necessities, the a1·ticle pointed out, it was impossible f 01· 
many families to upply their wants fo1 .. the winter, which 
promised to be ve1"y severe : there we1--e at least one hundred 
families who neecled help and must have fuel and food. 
The writer p1·oposed that a public meeting· be held at once 
to appoint committees in each to,vnship to visit everyone in 
their neighbo1"hood and secu1--e cont1"ibutions of wood, flour, 
meat, vegetables, 01· anything that a family could use.2

G
2 

Collections of money and provisions were taken in the 
Methodist and Cong·regational churcl1es of Muscatine at 
Thanksgiving· time, amounting· to $175.95.263 

250 Muscatine W eekly Journal, December 13, 1861. 

2ao Muscatine W eekly Journal, April 11, 1862. 

201 Muscatine W eekly J O'l.lrnal, February 20, 1863. 

262 Muscatirie W eekly J ottrnal, :i-ovember 20, 1863. 

2as Muscatine Weekly Journal, December 4, 1863. 
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These various activities, it must be borne in mind, cover 
only short period and are discussed merely to indicate the 
manner in which the work ,vas ca1--ried on, and not as a 
summa1·y of the ,,ork done. In addition to the organiza
tions mentioned, other agencies were in the field. All 
th1·oug·h the wa1 .. the 1\I u ca tine oldie1·s' Aid ociety did 
mucl1 to mitigate the sufferings of the families of soldiers 
a ,,·ell as to supply the needs of the soldiers themselves. 

I11 many instances and in a g·1--eat variety of ways private 
individuals undertook to do something in behalf of those at 
home "~ho ".,.e1--e in need. oon after the :fi1--st solclier s de
J)a1·tecl f1·om the tate Dr. William arus of Io,va City re
c1t1estec1 the press to announce that he ,,roulc1 be glacl to give 
meclical attendance f1--ee of cha1·ge to the families of volun
tee1·s during the ,,;---ar.264 At anothe1' time a notice appeared 
in an Io".,.a ity pape1-- annou11cing that J\11'. tonehouse had 
at hi. saloon on linton tI·eet a barrel of co1'ned beef ,vhicl1 
he ,,rould dist1,.ibute gratis to the poor.2 c:; Dr·. J. . Horton 
of 1\i t1scatine offered to donate fo1--ty co1·cls of " -rood, upon 
the condition that the men of the city ,,rould cut it and haul 
it to to,,rn.206 An inte1"e ting instance of p1·ivate bene,.,.o
lence occur1·ed in Dubuql1e in October, 1 64, when a sco1'e or 
mo1·e of needy familie '',,rere made happy and tenderly 
grateft1l'' by visits from three unknown women. The ''"'"omen 
a1·ri,red " .,.ith well-filled baskets, prepared a meal for' the 
families, ate ,vith them, and then clepa1 .. ted, their identity 
1·emaining unknown. In each case a supply of food and 
other· goods ,,as left f 01-- future use, and in most instances a 
ten dollar bill was found after the visitors had departed.267 

In August, 1 63, the Dubuque Aid Society was reported 

264 The State Press (Iowa City), May 1, 1861. 
2 65 The State Press (Iowa City), January 27, 1864. 
266 Muscatine Weekly Journal, November 20, 1863. 

267 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Tilmes, November 4, 1864. 
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to be '' overwhelmed with calls for assistance' '.268 At 
Christmas time of that year this society furnished basket 
dinners to more than forty families - the baskets contain
ing turkeys, chickens, geese, ducks, beef, apples, bread, 
cake, pies, and many additional delicacies which had been 
donated by citizens.269 According to a report of the society 
in March, 1 64, it had during the previous four months 
spent $1100 fo1~ the relief of eighty families. Sixty of these 
families had recei,Ted constant aid, and most of them were 
entirely dependent upon such support. The assistance had 
all been given in supplies and groce1~y orders and none of it 
in cash.270 At Christmas the following year an appeal was 
again made to the people to furnish dinners for soldiers' 
families, as there were one hundred families that were 
badly in need of such gifts.271 During the winter of 1 64 
and 1 65 the Dubuque Aid Society expended $1141.70 in 
caring for sixty-three needy families whose natu1"al sup
porte1~s had been called to war. 272 

Many other communities were likewise called upon to aid 
those who had been left in their midst without means of 
providing for themselves. In I{eokuk near the close of the 
year 1 63 the1 .. e were between one hundred and fifty and 
two hundred families dependent in varying degrees upon 
the Ladies' Aid Society for their maintenance.273 About 
the same time the Buriington Weekly Argus called public 
attention to the fact that there were many families in the 
community who should be 1,emembered at Christmas, as 
there was much ''hunger, misery, sickness and want'' in 

2aa Dubuq_,u,e Semi-W eekly T i n1.es, September 1, 1 63. 

269 Dubuque S erni-W eekly T im es, December 29, 1863. 

z7 0 Dubuque S emi-W eekly T im es, March 15, 1864. 

2 7 1 Dubuque Semi-W eekly T im es, December 23, 1864. 

212 Dubuque S emi-Weekly Tim es, May 23, 1865. 

2 7 a The W eekly Gate City (Keokuk), December 16, 1863. 
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their midst.274 For the year ending October 3, 1864, the 
Io,va City Soldiers' Aid Society distributed to families of 
soldier goods valued at $747.84. The things given out in
cluded '' 252 yards print, 676 yards muslin, 61 yards flannel, 
83 yards jeans, 21 lbs. yarn, 60 pair shoes, 16 socks and mit
tens, 6 comforts, 850 lbs. flour, 300 lbs. soap, groceries, 
,vood, money; &c.' ' 275 

IX 

THE SOLDIERS' ORPHA S' HO11E 

As Mrs. Wittenmyer, in her sanitary work, labored 
among the soldiers in the hospitals and on the battlefield , 
sl1e received constant appeals from dying oldiers to pro
,,ide in some way for their children. To meet this situation 
she conceived the idea of establishing, somewhere in the 
State, a home in which all such children could be cared for 
and educated. At a meeting of the oldiers' Aid ociety of 
Io,va City on September 23, 1 63, which Mrs. Wittenmyer 
atte11<led, the subject "ras brought up for discussion 276 and 
soon afterwards a convention of the Aid Societies of the 
State was arranged for October 5th, at Muscatine. It was 
at thjs meeting that the Io,va State Sanitary Commission 277 

was organized ''for the purpose of securing' a la1--ge and 
constant supply of anitary goods, and a faithful applica
tion of the same, and for the purpose of building an Orphan 
Asylum.'' 278 

One of the first steps taken in behalf of the movement was 

274 Burlington Weekly Argus, December 31, 1863. 
275 The State Press (Iowa City), December 14, 1864. 
276 Downer's History of Davenport and, Scott County, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 663. 
211 See Chapter V above. 
278 Mu.scatine Weekly Journal, October 16, 1863. 
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the issuance of an appeal to all the people of Iowa to re
member and aid the cause of the orphans upon Thanksgiv
ing Day. ''Many of our mighty men'', read the appeal, 
'' have fallen - many a brave, true heart has been pierced, 
and the little eye at home have looked and wept for the 
soldier that shall never retu1--n. The windows are darken eel, 
the hearthstone has lost its warmth, and the little bare feet 
must sta1--t out on life's thorny and perilous way, alone. . . 
. Let us, the ref ore, remember the orphan children of 
our soldie1'S and offer to the Almighty Father on that day, 
a tribute of g·1·atitude that ,vill be well pleasing in His 
sight. '' Iiniste1·s ,ve1·e urg·ed to p1 .. esent the cause in their 
pulpits on Thank giving· Day and it was suggested that 

oldie1·s' icl ocieties Good Templa1,s, and all other 
benevolent 01--ganizations arrange public entertainments to 
raise money for the enterpri e. ''Land, town lot , stock in 
rail1 .. oads, 01-- other co1--porations money, or anything that 
will b1,ing mone;.,.'' ,vere listed as acceptable gifts. 279 

vVhen, late in ovember the Iowa anita1--y Commission 
abso1 .. bed the Iowa tate anita1--y Commission,280 it ,vas 
deemed ad,.,.isable to separate the orphans' home project 
from the sanitary \\1 01--k, and it was placed in the hands of 
leading' men and women of the tate who formed a ne,, 
association which on December 30th was inco1 .. porated as 
the Iowa tate Orphan As lum.281 The officers of the new 

219 Mu.scatine Weekly Jour,1al, rovember 20, 1863. 

2so See Chapter VI above. 
2s1 Senate Journal, l 64, pp. 204 205; Darwin's History of the Ioiva State 

Orphan Asyl?.1,m in The Annals of Iowa (First Series), Vol. III, p. 453. The 
incorporators were Caleb Baldwin, George G. Wright, Ralph P. Lowe, Samuel 
J. Kirkwood, William M. Stone, J. W. Cattell, . H. Brainerd, C. C Cole, Oran 
Faville, John R. Needham, S. S. Deming, Mrs. Hancock, Mrs. ewcomb, Isaac 
Pendleton, Mrs. Stephens, James G. Day, Mrs. S. Bagg, Mrs. Cadle, H C. 
Henderson, Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. Crandall, Mrs. C. B. Darwin, E. H. Willian1s, 
J. B. Howell, Mrs. Shields, nirs. Annie Wittenmyer, Miss Mary K.ibben, :Miss 
M. E. Shelton, Elijah Sells, Dr. Horton, and C. Dunham.-Muscatine Weekly 

Journal, January 28, 1864. 
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organization were a president, a vice president from each 
Cong·ressional Dist1 .. ict, a 1·ecording secretary, a correspond
ing secreta1 .. y, a treasurer, and a board of trustees composed 
of two members from each Congressional District. William 
1f. tone became pre ident; Miss Mary Kibben, recording 
sec1 .. etary; 11is i. E. helton co1"responding sec1 .. etary; 
and . H . B1 .. ainerd, treasurer.282 

Unde1-- the rules of the new association benevolent and 
l'eligious organization and individuals "\\rere elig·ible to 
membership upon the pa ment of :five dolla1's a year or 
t,,renty-:five dollars for a life membership. Org·anizations 
enrolling as membe1's were entitled to one delegate to all 
meetings of the association. 11 benevolent organizations 
and individuals, as f a1-- as possible, were urged to join. 283 

The :fi1 .. st meeting of the board of trustees took place on 
the 4th of Febrt1ary, 1 64, at Des 1foines. The members 
discussed methods of financing the undertal{ing, and decided 
to appoint agents in each county and sub-agents in each 
to,vn to solicit subscriptions. Another meeting ,,tas held at 
Davenport in 11arch and as there was a conside1 .. able 
amount of funds in the treasury at that date as a result of 
the collections taken on Thanksgiving· Day the tr--ustees c1e
cided to take immediate steps to establish a ho1ne. com
mittee was appointed to lea e a building and make a1 .. 1·ange
ments for receiving .. children, and Rev. P. P. Ingalls "'\ as 
named as general agent to visit every county in the tate 

282 The vice presidents were: first district, Mrs. G. G. Wright; second district, 
Mrs. R. L. Cad.le· third district, Mrs. J. T. Hancock; fourth district, John R. 
Needham; fifth district, J. W. Cattell; and sixth district, irrs. Mary M. Bagg. 
The board of trustees consist ed of Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer and Mrs. L. B. 
Stephens from the second district Oran Faville and E. H. Williams f rom the 
third district, T. S. Parvin and Mrs. Shields from the fourth district, Caleb 
Bald,vin and C. C. Cole from the :fifth district, and Isaac Pendleton and H C. 
Henderson from the sixth district.-Muscatine Weekly Journal, January 2 , 
1864c 

283 Muscatine W eekly Journal, January 28, 1864. 
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and every regiment of Iowa men in the army for the pur
pose of soliciting subscriptions. 284 The agents of the asso
ciation were paid, not with funds taken from the donations 
to the home, but ,vith money furnished by a voluntary asso
ciation of a few individuals. 285 

A committee which had been appointed by the legislature 
to investigate the proposal that the State should establish 
an orphans' asylum, made a report in March, 1 64. It de
scribed the formation and organization of the association, 
and stated that the Iowa tate Orphans' Asylum Associa
tion proposed to provide imm ediately for the wants of 
orphans by r enting· a suitable building, until means could 
be raised to erect a permanent structure. 286 

It was estimated that the cost of maintaining two hun
dred inmates would be $15,000 a year. The backers of the 
institution believed they could raise $150,000 by voluntary 
subscriptions through their agents; they hoped to raise 
$25,000 among the soldier s, while Aid Societies, religious 
org·anizations, the Odd Fellows, and the Masons were ex
pected to give $15,000. Of the total of $175,000 or more it 
was proposed to invest a part in interest-paying bonds or 
stock as a permanent endowment, while the r emainder was 
to be used in equipping a plant. The promoters hoped the 
State legislature would appropriate $5000 or more for the 
yearly support of the institution. 287 

The committee declared that it was the solemn duty of 
the State to provide in some way for the support of sol
diers' orphans, and the members believed that the organ
ization which had already been formed was one in which 

284 Darwin's History of the Iowa State Orphan Asyluni in The Annals of 
Iowa (First Series), Vol. III, pp. 454, 455. 

285 The State Press (Iowa City), July 20, 1864. 

286 Senate Journal, 1864, p. 497. 

287 Senate Journal, 1864, pp. 497, 498. 
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the legislature could safely place its confidence. Therefore 
the recommendation of the committee was that the General 
Assembly should make an annual appropriation of $5000 to 
aid in the support of the enterprise. A bill to that end was 
introduced by the committee, but failed to pass the legi.s
lature. 288 

The project r eceived abundant support from all parts of 
the State. Contribution of money, clothing, furniture, and 
othe1· property which was convertible into cash flo,ved in 
from all over Iowa. Many of the prominent people of the 
State gave freely, and those in poorer circumstances gave 
,vhat they could pare. One of the most signiiicant contri
butions came from the soldier s in the field, who out of their 
small pay for,varded $45,262 for the cause.289 ine regi
ments pledged an average of $2 00 each. One regiment 
with only 42 men r eporting gave $3, 55.50, while another 
regiment with eight companies present donated $5239. 
Companies in various r egiments contributed from $200 to 
$ 20, one company of twenty-nine men giving $535; another 
of fifty-seven men gave $710, another of thirty-seven men 
gave $675, and one with seventy-three men gave $820. In 
one company t,vo men gave $75 each, eig"ht men gave $25 
each, one man gave $15, sixteen men gave $10 each, and two 
men gave $5 each.290 ''There has never been any one work 
in the State'', declares one writer, '' that has convened so 
many people in large and enthusiastic assemblies, filled so 
many churches and halls, thrilled so many hearts, awakened 
so much emotion, suffused with tears so many eyes, com
manded such great liberality, elicited so many prayers, 
prompted so many praise , or enlisted so many great minds 
as the 'Soldiers' Orphans Home'.'' 291 

288 Senate J ournal, 1864, p. 498. 
2 89 Bulletin of I owa Institutions, Vol. II, 1900, p. 301. 
200 The State Press (Iowa City), July 20, 1864. 

2 91 Ingersoll 's I owa a1id the Rebellion, p. 742. 

I 



262 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

On July 13, 1 64, the committee ,vhich had been appointed 
to make arrangements for opening a home reported that a 
larg·e b1 .. ick building near Farmington in Van Buren County 
had been leased and ,vas r·eady to r eceive children. Two 
1·ooms in the hou e were to be f 11rnished by the ''Young 
Ladies' League'', t,vo by the yo11ng· ,vomen of 1\f uscatine, 
one by women of Burlington, and one by the little gi1"'ls of 
Ml1scatine ,vho had held a festival to secl1re the funds. Ten 
children ,vere taken to the home bef 01"e there were beds for· 
them, 292 and witl1in three ".,.eeks twenty-one orphans had 
been admitted.293 Repo1--ts ubmitted at the second annual 
meeting of the association at Des l\1oines in June 1 65 
sho,ved that during the fi.1--st yea1· the Home had '' clothecl, 
fed a11d instructed ' ninet -se,yen children and that man,r 

• 

more ,,.,.ere waiting fo1-- admi sion.294 teps wer·e taken at 
this meeting to establish branch homes in other parts of 
the tate and a b1·anch ,,?as opened at Ceda1-- Falls on e1)
tembe1· 2 th with five inmate , in a bl1ilding originally bl1ilt 
for a hotel.295 

It was al o decided at the Des 1oines meeting to hold a 
fair at fa1·shallto,vn beg·inning· on ug·l1 t 2 , 1 65, £01, the 
pu1--pose of raising additional ft1nds.296 The a1 .. rang·ements 
were made upon the same general plan as we1·e adopted f 01· 
the sanitary fairs which had already been held in the tate. 
Contributions we1·e solicited th1--ough all the su1 .. rounding 
ter1 .. itory and the I"'esponse was ,re1--y generous. 297 ,Vhen tl1e 
fair had closed it was fol1nd that about $50 000 had been 

202 The State Press ( Iowa City), .July 20, 1864. 
2 93 Downer's History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 663. 
2 0 4 Btllletin of Iowa Institutions, "\7ol. II, 1900, pp. 301, 302. 
2 95 Report of the Comniittee to Vzsit Soldiers' Orphans ' Ho1ne in the Iou·a 

Legislative Do~uments, 1866, Vol. II. 

296 D1tbuq1.1,e Se1n1.-Weel.. 1y Ti,nes, June 27, 1865. 

291 Payne's History of Story County, Vol. I, p. 272 
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1 .. ealized in cash and f1--om the sale of me1--chandise which had 
been contributed.298 Thu the enterp1--ise was a great suc
cess altho-ugh, according to the The fat e Press, it was 
'' g--enerally conceded to ha e been a grand humbug; not any 
c1 .. edit to the tate and 1 .. ather discreditable to the man
ag·ers ' '. 299 

An inter·esting· article r eg·arding· this fair appeared in the 
St. L oitis Despatcli which erves to shovv· the ,vide publicity 
,,Thich it r eceived as well a to indicate the p1·eparations 
which were made for the e,rent. ''1farshalltown'' accord
ing· to the writer '' is a hort ride by rail f1 .. om linton on the 
1\iississippi, and as the Fair will be open on the 28th of 
.1\.ugust, it will be a fine opportunity f 01· some of our citizen 
to mingle benevolence with pleasu1--e in a trip to the breezy 
p1 .. airies of Iowa. The town contains a population of about 
two thousand, and accommodation has be n provided for 
,risito1--s by procuring· one thou and wall tents, and a large 
number of i1"on camp bedsteads. With such sleeping ar
rangements and the fine hooting· and fl hin°· in the imme
diate neig·hbo1·hood there will be a g·ood cl1ance for njoy
ment on the occa ion.'' 300 

The quarters of the Home at Farming·ton soon became in
adequate, and in the fall of 1 65 the manacrers decided to 
move the institution to Dave11port. The people of the lat
ter city held a meeting for the purpose of 1--aising funds with 
"·hich to ecure the t1--ansf e1 .. , $5200 being raised in a short 
tirne.301 The amp Kinsman barracks we1 .. e situated at 
Davenpo1--t, and since the wer"e no long·er needed to house 
the soldier s, a committee was dispatched to Washington 

20s B ulletin of Iowa I nstitutions, Vol. II, 1900, p. 302. 
2 00 The State Press ( Iowa City), September 13, 1865. 

aoo Quoted f rom the St. Lo1.1is Despatch in the Council Bluffs Nonpareil. 
July 22, 1865. 

301 Downer's History of Davenport and Scott County, Io wa, Vol. I, p. 664. 
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and was successful in obtaining the comparatively new 
barracks as a home for the orphans. All the camp supplies, 
bed linen, pillows, mattresses, and blankets were included 
in the gift, which proved almost invaluable as a basis for 
the new institution.302 On November 16th, the children, 
one hundred and fifty in number, were moved from Farm
ington to Davenport. They were met at the train by the 
citizens of the town, who first gave them a good breakfast 
and then escorted them to the old barracks in carriages.303 

The number of 01 .. phans in both the home at Davenport 
and in the institution at Cedar Falls grew rapidly and there
by a great service was rendered to the people of the State. 
But as the institutions grew in size it became increasingly 
difficult to raise sufficient funds to meet the expenses of 
such a vast undertaking. The result was an appeal to the 

tate for aid, and the appointment by the legislature in 
J anua1--y, 1 66, of a committee to visit and 1,.eport on these 
two institutions. The visits were made in February, and 
the reports prepared and submitted to the General Assem
bly presented a survey of the conditions of the homes at 
that time.304 

The Cedar Falls branch had been operating for about 
five months, and was caring for one hundred and two or
phans. By finishing all the rooms in the building and mak
ing them available for use, one hundred and fifty children 
could be cared for. The report stated that the children 
would '' compare favorably with an equal number of child
ren gathered promiscuously anywhere. They are all plain
ly but comfortably clad, and in appearance are bright and 

ao2 Bulletin of lo1va I nstitutions, Vol. II, 1900, p. 302. 

sos Downer's History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 664; 
Bulletin of Io1va Institutions, Vol. II, 1900, p. 302. 

ao4 Report of the Committee to Visit Soldiers' Orphans' Home in the Iowa 
Legislative Documents, 1866, Vol. II; House Journal, 1866, p. 188. 
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cheerful, and happy. We found none sick, and there had 
been no deaths at this Home. ' ' 305 

The committee found that three hundred and thirty-one 
soldiers' orphans were under care at Davenport. An epi
demic of measles was then passing through the home, one 
hundred and thi1--ty cases being· r eported, which had r esulted 
in four deaths. The r eport stated, however, that this was a 
much smaller percentage of deaths than occu1~red from this 
disease out ide of the institution. The estimated value of 
the property of the home was $ 5,353. Its capacity could 
be extended to accommodate one thousand children by fit
ting up all the buildings on the premises.306 

According to the estimate of the committee there would 
be six hundred children in the two homes within a year. 
This would mean an expense of $60,000 or $65,000. The 
available means of the corporation were $37,400 in govern
ment bonds, about $40,000 in subscriptions \\7hich '' they 
hope to collect,'' and $2223 in cash. Additional donations 
and subsc1--iptions we1·e hard to secure and, in the words 
of the r eport, '' as a private enterprise, this i11stitution 
cannot be maintained much, if any, to exceed another year; 
the question then arises, shall the institution be suffered 
to go down 1 '' The committee r ecommended that the State 
''lend a helping hand,'' and tax the whole property of the 
State, in some judicious manner, for the suppo1--t of the 
institution. 307 

This movement to secure State aid was fallowed by the 
presentation of several petitions to the legislature dt1ring 

so:s R eport of the Committee to Vi sit Soldiers' Orphans' Home in the Iowa 
Legislative Documents, 1866, Vol. II. 

so6 Report of t7ie Committee to Visit Soldiers' Orphans' Home in the 101.va 
Legislative Documents, 1866, Vol. II. 

801 Report of t7ie Committee to V isit Soldiers' Orphans' Home in the loiva 
Legislative Documents, 1866, Vol. II. 
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March, from citizens of various counties, asking the State 
to take charge of the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home.308 

The result of the agitation was the passage of a law on 
March 31, 1 66, providing for the transfer of the property 
of the corpo1--ation to the State, and for the support and 
regulation of the institution.309 

A Board of Trustees of the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' 
Home was created by this act. The board held its first 
meeting at Davenport in June, when the property of the 
homes was formally transferred and they became State 
institutions. 310 The association during its brief existence 
had built up an extensive organization, and had collected a 
large amount of money and property. According to the 
officer s ' r eports they had obtained subscriptions of $132,000, 
of which$ 0,000 had been paid in.311 The prope1 .. ty trans
ferred to the tate consisted of 273½ acres of land, per
sonal property appraised at $26,663.35, and $5, 33.69 in 
cash.312 

Soon after the tate a ssumed control a third branch of 
the institution was established at Glenwood in November, 
1 66.313 The three homes then continued in operation until 
1 76, when a radical change was made. The number of 
soldie1"s' orphans to be cared for was rapidly decreasing, 
and ther e was no further need of three homes. Conse
quently, the homes at Glenwood and Cedar Falls were dis-

sos House Journal, 1866, pp. 442, 456, 457, 482. 

309 Laws of I owa, 1866, pp. 83, 84, 85, 86. 

3lO Report of the Officers of the Iowa Soldiers ' Orphans ' Horne, pp. 5, 6, m 
the Io1.oa Legislative Docu1nents, 1868, Vol. II. , 

a1 1 Report of the Proceedi-ngs of the Third .t1.nn1lal Meeting of the Ioica Sol
diers' Orphans ' Horne, p. 39, in t he I owa L egislati ve Doau,ments, 1868, Vol. II. 

3 12 Report of the Officers of t he Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home, pp. 5, 6, in 
t he Iowa L egislative Documents, 1868, Vol. II. 

3l3 Report of the Officers of the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans ' Home, pp. 5, 6, in 
the Iowa Legislat ive Documents, 1868, Vol. II. 

• 

• cont1 

the f 
turne 
child1 
which 
ren b 

Thr 
the Ci 
ha .;1 

orgaru 
made 
1oval 

' 

npon t 
dier~' 
I 

unport 
fore, b 
Work 0 

ltha 
ized in 
thono-h 

ocieti1 
Societi1 
and all 
pti 1p 

ilier-- w 
oped rn 
tilla!!e .... 



te 
08 

)Il 

ty 
1d 

lS' 

·st 
he 
Lte 

tee 
l a 
he 
)0. 

• 
lil 

of 
ier 
ntil 
of 

1 .. e· 
dis-

"ol 
,1. n 

, 

RELIEF WORK DURING CIVIL WAR 267 

continued - the first being converted later into a school for 
the feeble-minded and the property of the latter being 
turned over to the new State Normal College.314 All the 
children were removed to Davenport, and an act was passed 
which permitted the trustees to admit other destitute child
r en besides the orphans of soldiers. 315 

X 

LOCAL AID SOCIETIES 

Throug~hout the entire discussion of the relief work of 
the Civil War period, the part played by local Aid Societies 
has stood out most prominently. It was through the e 
organizations that the work of the State Commission was 
made possible ; from them the fairs received their most 
loyal support; the care of the soldiers' families fell heavily 
upon their shoulder s ; and in the establishment of the Sol
diers' Orphans' Home their support was of the gr eatest 
importance. A description of war r elief would not, ther e
fore, be complete without at least a brief discussion of the 
,vork of these societies. 

It has already been noted that local societies wer e organ
ized in practically every community in the State; and al
thoug~h they operated under various names, such as Aid 
Societies, Soldiers' Aid Societies, or Ladies Soldiers' Aid 
Societies, they were all more or less similar in character, 
and all were working~ for the same great cause. In many 
places they were organized as soon as the first Iowa sol
diers were called into service; in other localities they devel
oped more slowly. B esides the societies r epresenting each 
village or city, there were many cases in which county or-

314 Laws of I owa, l 76, pp. 119, 145. 

ai:; Laws of I owa, 1876, pp. 76, 77, 78. 
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ga.nizations were formed to handle matters for the county as 
a whole, in which instances they usually cooperated with 
and often aided the smaller societies in their districts. 
The county r elief societies were frequently composed of 
both men and women, with the latter taking a very active 
part; the smaller units were generally made up only of the 
women of the community, although they were enthusiasti
cally supported in their activities by the men. 

As revealed by an examination of the newspapers of that 
time, these societies were constantly busy in the interest of 
relief work. The women not only devoted their time to 
sewing and knitting and prepa1·ing articles needed by the 
soldiers, but they were always on the look out for and ready 
to take advantage of new ideas, by which to obtain additional 
supplies of sanitary stores and vegetables and raise money. 
All sorts of entertajnm ents, festivals, and dinners were 
given, and in many places it seemed that one event had 
no sooner occured than arrangements were begun for an
other. Sometimes these affairs were given for the benefit 
of the soldiers themselves, and at other times for the pur
pose of raising funds with which to relieve distress among 
soldiers' families. These numerous activities were not 
always carried on directly under the auspices of the Aid 
Societies, but in most cases the proceeds were turned over 
to them for distribution. 

Many of the schemes used to obtain money and support 
wei·e unique and inte1~esting. At Iowa City, in January, 
1 62, the St. Vincent De Paul Society arranged for a grand 
supper at the Metropolitan Hall to raise funds for the poor 
of the city.316 During the following~ March the Aid Society 
received thirty-four dollars as its share of the receipts 
from a performance of the Campbell Minstrels.317 Later 

s1a The State Press ( Iowa City), January 22, 1862. 

a11 The State Press (Iowa City), March 26, 1862. 
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in the year a festival was staged by the Aid Society, by 
means of which the sum of about two hundred dollars was 
cleared to purchase hospital supplies. 318 A fair was held 
early in 1 63 by the ladies of Father Emond's church and 
it was announced that a liberal percentage of the proceeds 
would be donated to the relief of soldiers. 319 Another 
festival was arranged by the Aid Society in June which 
brought in over four hund1·ed dollars,320 and toward the 
close of the year, when there was much distress among the 
families of soldiers, the same organization held a donation 
party to which people were r eql1ested to bring '' Articles 
useful in a family''. An admission fee of twenty-five cents 
was charged and '' ubscriptions payable in wood, flour, 
meat, drygoods, g·roceries, boots and shoes, hats and caps'' 
were r equested. 321 

The first event along this line in Iowa City for the year 
1 64 was a dance to l"aise funds for the relief of soldiers' 
families, at which the receipts were thirty-six dollars and 
the expenditures thirty-eight dollars and fifty cents, but 
undismayed by the deficit, the promoters proposed to hold 
another dance two weeks later, at which'' a good supper and 
good music'' were to be furnished and officers '' secured to 
maintain g .. ood order. ''322 Closely following the above un
successful attempt the Bohemian Relief Society ga e a ball 
''for the benefit of the poor and needy among their breth
ern''323 and the German Supporting Society staged a mas
querade ball to raise funds for aiding families among .. the 
German population.324 Mr. G. Folsom who operated a 

3 18 The State Press ( Iowa City), October 4, 1862. 

3 1 9 The State Press (Iowa City), December 27, 1862, January 10, 1863. 

820 Tlie State Press (Iowa City), June 20, 1863. 

821 The State Press ( Iowa City), December 9, 1863. 

8 22 Tlie State Press ( Iowa City), January 20, 1864. 

32 3 The State Press (Iowa City), January 13, 1864. 

a24 The State Press (Iowa City), F ebruary 3, 1864. 
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toll bridge offered to set aside the tolls on one day each 
month for the Iowa City Ladies' Aid Society, and altogether 
he added one hundred and eighty-nine dollars to the So
ciety's f11nds. 325 Even the children seemed to catch the 
spirit of the time and in August, 1 65, a fair and festival 
for the Orphans' Home was given by the little girls of the 
city.a26 

Dubuque was also the scene of much activity of a Rimilar 
natu1--e. While the State Fair was in p1'ogress in Septem
ber, 1 63, the ladies of the Aid Society conducted a dining 
room where they se1~ved '' a desert as rich as was ever 
served at the t. icholas in New York'', and realized a 
good sum for their work.327 The following week the Aid 

ociety received over one hundred and forty-two dollars 
f1--om a concert given at the Congregational church, and sev
enty-two dollars and :fifty cents from a gymnastic exhibi
tion. 328 On Thanksgiving Day in 1 63 and 1 64, the church
es took up collections for the soldiers' families, one hun
dred and f orty-iive dollars being realized the :first year, 329 

and one hundred and sixteen dollars the second year.330 

In January, 1864, a special case of destitution demanded 
special attention and relief, which was secured by taking 
a collection amounting to fifty dollars from strangers stop
ping at the Julien House.331 At one time it was suggested 
by the press that ar1~angements for a '' vegetable holiday'' 
be made, as it was believed such an occasion would result in 
such '' a turnout of men, women and children, with flags and 

325 The State Press (Iowa City ) , February 17, December 28, 1864. 
326 The State Press (Iowa City), August 2, 1865. 

s-27 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, September 18, 1863, March 15, 1864. 

s2s Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, September 29, 1863. 

32o Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, December 1, 1863. 
83'0 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, November 29, 1864. 

ss1 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, January 8, 1864. 
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banners, potatoes, pickles, onions and kraut, as has never 
before been seen.' '232 

On Christmas Day, 1863, citizens of Marion cut and 
split one hundred and :fifty cords of wood for the benefit 
of '' war widows'' .333 At Farley, about the same time, a 
festival netted the promoters seventy dollars, which with 
other contributions previously received was sufficient to re
lieve the wants of the soldiers' families at that time.334 A 
festival was also held by the Soldiers' Aid Society of Ep
worth during the following April, at which eighty dollars 
in cash was realized. 335 

Many soldiers' families in Keokuk we1~e in need of fuel 
during December, 1863, and in order to supply this need a 
'' wood procession'' was arranged. Farmers from the sur
rounding country were asked to bring in a load of wood for 
the poor upon a certain designated day. Upon the ap
pointed day one observe1~ counted one hundred and eight 
farmers coming in over a single road between ten and twelve 
o'clock, with their wagons loaded with wood, and in many 
cases with large quantities of flour and vegetables. When 
all were formed into a procession they made a line over a 
mile in length and, headed by a band and banners, the 
parade passed through the streets of the city. About one 
hundred cords of wood were received by the Aid Society, 
which at the existing price was valued at :five hundred dol
lars.336 

From one of the smaller towns comes an interesting re
port of a ''Mush-and-Milk-Festival''. This affair occurred 
at Washington, and was described as '' one of the richest 

332 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, November 1, 1864. 

888 The State Press (Iowa City), February 3, 1864. 

384 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, January 1, 1864. 

385 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, April 15, 1864. 

S36 The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), December 16, 1863. 
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and raciest occasions we ever attended. . . . The repast, 
consisting of mush-and-milk, was then partaken of, out of 
tin cups, each partaker furnishing his or her own spoon. 
For a time the rattle of cups entirely drowned the music 
of the band. The mush was dished out steaming hot from 
pans, the milk poured from sprinkling cans, jugs, &c. ''. 
From this event the sum of eighty-four dollars was realized 
for soldiers' relief .337 

Early in the spring· of 1 63 Mr. Gabriel Little, who lived 
about three miles out of Muscatine, offered thirty acres of 
land for g·rowing· potatoes for the soldiers and their famil
ies, upon the condition that a picnic party should be org·an
ized to plant them. The off er was accepted, and the plant
ing· was completed in less than a day, ''by a voluntary, 
pontaneous and almost instantaneous gathering' of loyal

hearted men, women and children.'' The field was ca 1·ed 
for by neighboring· farmers and voluntary workers and 
again in the fall a picnic was org·anized to har·vest the crop. 
This event "ras described as follows: 

Yesterday was the time set for digging the potatoes. Accord
ingl3r about 200 per ons, of all ages and conditions, from the gr ey
haired sire and matron to the school boy and girl just entering 
their teens, assembled and went to work with a will, using plows, 
harro,,,s, hoes and fir,.gers to g·ather the esculents from their native 
soil. If our soldier boys could have looked upon the scene, and 
beheld their fathers and mothers, brothers and siste1--s, wives and 
sweethearts, engaged in the laudable and laborious work of pro
viding· for their comfort, thei1· hearts "rould have been cheered and 
their resolutions strengthened in the noble cause in which they are 
engaged. Although most of those at work ~·~re novices at farm 
labor, tl1ey made good progress, and by four o'clock two thirds of 
the 'patch' had been gone over and the potatoes hauled to the city 
and stored away. 

337 Muscatine W eekly J o'u,r nal, 11arch 4, 1864. 

• 

• 

Th 
• smce 

pect 
larg-e 

v 

• oc1e 
It 

that 
amon 
the p1 

reallv 
• 

In Pc 
opera1 
ized D 
of the 
hosfili 
dence 
end of 
It fir: 
twentv 

• 

ocks, 
Bye, 

cil BluJ 
1 65, l' 
Chri--ti, 
Chicao-, 
date of 
Ladies 
barr. 

• I 

and the 



t, 

)f 

[l, 

• 
lC 

Ill 

• 

~a 
of 
il-

ws, 
tive 
and 
and 
pro· 
and 
are 

arDl 
~ of ... 

citr 

RELIEF WORK DURING CIVIL WAR 273 

The crop amounted to about one thousand bushels, and 
since potatoes were selling at sixty cents, '' with a pros
pect of being a dollar before New Year'', it meant a 
large addition to the stores of the Ladies Soldiers' Aid 
Society.338 

It was through such activities as these and many others 
that the Aid Societies we1 .. e able to forward such larg·e 
amounts of supplies to the armies and at the same time aid 
the poor at home. Just what many of the 01 .. g·anizations 
1·eally accomplished is shown by thei1 .. periodical reports. 
In Polk County and Des Moines seve1 .. al societies were 
operating during· the war. One of these, ,,Thich v.ras organ
ized December 17, 1 64, arrang·ed a festival for the last day 
of the same month which cleared $4245. By the close of 
hostilities this society had raised $7261.330 The Indepen
dence Aid Society was formed October 25, 1 61, and at the 
end of the following month was prepared to send fo1·ward 
its first box, containing twenty quilts, twelve straw ticks, 
twenty-foul" pillows, twent -eight shirts, thi1--ty pairs of 
socks, and ,rarious smaller articles.3 40 

By cash contributions and a course of lectures, the Coun
cil Bluffs Soldiers' Aid ociety for the first five months of 
1865, raised $504, of which $299 was turned over to the 
Christian Commission, and the r emainder g·iven to the 
Chicag·o Sanita1·y Fair.3 41 From September 26, 1861, the 
date of its organization, to July 1, 1 62, the Muscatine 
Ladies Soldiers' Aid Society had sent sixteen boxes and 
barrels, valued at $1,250.95, to the Keokuk organization 
and the Iowa Army Sanitary Commission. This first re-

338 Muscatine W eekly J ournal, l\1ay 29, July 10, October 23, 1863 . 
339 Dixon 's Centen,nial H istory of Polk County, pp. 126, 127, 128; P orter 's 

A nnals of P olk Co1J,nty, I o1va, and City of Des Moines, pp. 210, 211, 212. 
340 Bitchanan County Guardian ( Independence), October 22, 29, December 3, 

1861. 
341 Council Bluffs Nonpareil, 1\fay 20, 1865. 
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port of the organization stated that the society had met 
every week since its formation and would continue to do 
so '' as long as there is a soldier to care for, and a rag can 
be found in Muscatine large enough to make lint. ''3 42 Dur
ing the last six months of 1862 this society forwarded sup
plies valued at $792.60.3 43 

The r eport of the treasurer of the Iowa City Aid Society 
for the first year estimated the total amount of its contri
butions in money and materials to be over $1000. For the 
year closing in October, 1 64, the same society sent supplies 
valued at $276.50 to the Orphans ' Home ; goods worth 
$7 4 7. 4 were distributed among soldier s ' families ; and $2, 
155. 7 worth of sanitary stores were forwarded to the 
aI·mies. Thus, to the three causes this one society made a 
total contribution of $3,1 0.21 during a sing~le year.344 

EARL S. F u LLBROOK 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF I OWA 

I OWA CITY 

842 Muscatine W eekly J ournal, July 4, 1862. 

S4s Mu-scat ine Weekly J ournal, January 30, 1863; The State Press ( Iowa 
City ), November 8, 1862. 

8 44 The State Press ( Iowa City), December 14, 1864. 
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