
ARMS AND EQUI PME T FOR THE I OWA TROOPS 
IN THE CIVIL WAR 

At the outbreak of the Civil War the tate of Iowa was 
in a condition of almost total disarmament. I ot a single 
company of regular troops was stationed within the limits 
of the tate; and there was not a fort, garrison, military 
post, or arsenal located on Iowa soil. The nearest arsenal 
was at t . Loui . Indeed, in 1 61 there were but two 
arsenals west of the Mississippi River: at t . Louis and at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. There had been some agitation 
for the establishment of military posts at Fort Dodge, 
Sioux City, and Council Bluffs, but it had been stifled by 
the ''masterly inactivity'' of the General Assembly. That 
body, for a number of ears previous to the conflict, had not 
considered militar affairs seriously. The legislature had 
been worse than apathetic : it had been trifling, even jocose. 
Committees on military affairs seem to have considered it 
their main duty to furnish ente1vtainment for the Assembly. 
A special committee appointed in 1 5 to inquire into the 
number of arms received from the United tates govern
ment and their place of deposit failed to make any report. 
The chief executive wa also ignorant of military matters. 
Governor Ralph P . Lowe stated to the House of Repre
sentatives in 1 5 , in response to a query, that he was 11n

able to gain definite information as to the number of arms 
received from the general government, and as to their con-
dition and disposition.1 

1 The Dubuque W eekly Times, March 27, 1862; Senate Journal, 1858, pp. 
78, 103; House Journal, 1858, p. 502; Shambaugh 's Messages arid Proclama
tions of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. II, pp. 201, 202. 
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As a matter of fact the numbe1-- of arms in I o,va ,vas 
almost neg·lig·ible. What fe,v arms there ,vere in the tate 
were of a primitive pattern and practically useless for 
actual , arfare. Bet,veen 1 50 and 1 60 there had been 
received from the general government only 1 50 muskets 
and 115 Ha1'per 's Ferry patte1·n rifles. The majority of 
these g·uns (1790 in number) were sent to the tate in July, 
1 56, under authority of a special act of ong1--ess of that 
year. They were old flint lock muskets alte1·ed to the per
cussion type. 

This sca1·city of a1·ms in Iowa was in part the natural 
consequence of the ''do-nothing·'' policy of the General 
Assembly, as a result of which Io"\\Ta ,vas not receiving its 
quota of arms. It ,vas said that ,vhile '' othe1· tates, by 
reason of their well-di1'ected effort to effect a thorough 
military 01·g·anization, have received their allotment of 
arms and accoutrements every year, and been provided 
with well-fitted up arsenals, the tate of Io,va has never 
1·eceivecl anything of the kind, if ,\ ... e e ... cept a fe,v muskets 
set aside to her by a special act of ong"re s in 1 56' '. 
This situation had ar·isen because '' in the absence of all 
laws for the enrollment and org·anization of the militia, of 
course the proper retu1 .. ns could not be made, and as a conse
quence the Secretary of "\Var ,re1--y properly refused to 
transfer to this State its quota of arms and accoutrements, 
camp equippages, etc. ' ' 2 

Even had arms been issued to Io,va each yea1-- as they 
were to the othe1-- tates, the numbe1-- ,vould ha,,.e been much 
less than a tate ,vith the population of Io,va should have 
received. The distribution was based on the Cong·ressional 

2 
R eport of the A dJutant-General of I oiva, 1861, pp 9, 10 ; War of the R e

bellion : Officz al Records, Ser. III, Vol. I, p . 57; Counczl B luffs J:.lon1>arezl, May 
11, 1861. I owa had received a few muskets in 1851 a nd a fe,v rifles 1n 1 5 

' but in the main t his statement was t rue.- R eport of the A d;u tant-General of 
loiva, 1-861, pp. 9, 10. 
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AR1IS A D EQUIP IE T FOR row A TROOP 5 

apportionment of 1 50, whereas, by the census of 1 60 it 
,vas sho,vn that bet,veen 1 50 and 1 60 Iowa had increased 
in population 251 pe1-- cent. Wiscon in had increased 154 
per cent, Illinois 101 pe1-- cent, 1\1ichigan 90 per cent, Indiana 
37 per cent, and Ohio 1 per cent.3 

In 1 60 a few arms \\.,.ere placed in Iowa by the Federal 
government. These consisted of one hundred rifled mus
kets of .5 -inch calibe1--, costing $13.93; and t,velve long
l'ange rifles of .5 -inch calibe1·, costing $17.43. I11deed, it 
appears that in 1 60 Io,va ,,.,.as treated more liberally than 
either Wisconsin or Illinois. At this time some ordnance, 
a few re, .. olvers, and the like ,ver~e al o furni hed to the 
State.4 Early in 1 61, before the ,var began, Io,va received 
fo1--ty rifled muskets and one hund1'ed rifles. Tl1us it i evi
dent that the arms in lo'\\ra at the outbreak of the ,var were 
fe,,.,. in number. While not strictly accurate, the tatement 
of Go,.,.ernor Kirkwood that ''when the ,var broke out we 
had in the tate some 1,500 old musket , about 200 1--ifles 
and rifled mu kets, and four 6-pounder pieces of artiller '' 
is indicati,Te of the situation. later ,v1--iter has declared 
there were ''no arms worth counting in all the state' ', and 
in this statement there is probably more than a modicum 

of truth.5 

What few guns were owned by the tate of Iowa at this 
time ,vere in the l1ands of local militia companies, unorgan
ized, undrilled, and scattered throughout the tate. The 
captain of each company of not less than thirty men, could, 

3 War of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 12 ; Co1-tncil 

Bluffs N onpare1l, April 13, 1861. 
4 War of the Rebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I , p. 28; R eport of the 

Adjutant-General of Iowa, 1861, p. 10. 
5 R eport of tJie Adjutant-General of I owa, 1861, p. 10; War of the R ebellion : 

Official Records, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 560, 561; Byers's Io iva in, W ar 1'inies, p. 
29; Lathrop's The Life and Tirnes of Sarnuel J. K irkwood, p. 113; Laivs of 
I owa, 1856 (Extra Session), p . 89; Th e Dubuque Weekly Times, April 25, 
1861, p. 5; Burlington Daily Hawk-Eye, September 6, 1861. 
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upon filing a bond ''for their safe keeping and return there
of'' secure from the Governor a loan of arms for his men. 
He in turn took individual bonds from the members of his 
company for each g11n entrusted to thei1~ keeping. .A. part 
of the guns were also placed in the hands of companies and 
individuals along~ the northern and w stern borders, where 
there was danger of Indian raids. ome comm11nities had 
secured a small number of arms from private sources in 
addition to those furnished by the State. Thus the people 
of the little village of Epworth had in their possession 
some musketry and a village cannon. At Washington, 
Iowa, a makeshift cannon was constructed out of a steel 
tube covered with iron. 6 

ARMS FOR BORDER DEFE SE 

The actual coming of war created an urgent need for 
arms and ammunition. ot only must the f1'ontier be pro
tected from Indian raids, but the southern border of the 

tate must be made safe from incursions of Confederate 
sympathizers from Missouri. There was also felt to be 
some d1anger from ''Copperheads'' within the tate. '' The 
cry for 'muskets,' 'more muskets,' came up from every 
quarter of the state'', and the efforts of Governor Ki1'k
wood to secure arms were unceasing. But home defense 
was only one phase of the p1'oblem. The troops that were 
to be raised for service at the front must also be armed, 
clothed, and equipped. This was one of the most trouble
some questions with which Governor Kirkwood had to con
tend. While the Federal government agreed to furnish 
arms and equipments for the troops after they were mus
tered into service, they were to be maintained at the expense 
of the State until that time. Besides, the War Department 

6 
One hundred and seventy muskets were '' Lost, destroyed, and not accounted 

for' '.-Report of the A.djutant-General of Iowa, 1861, p. 11. 
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ARMS AND EQUIPMENT FOR IOWA TROOPS 7 

was unable to meet all needs immediately, and for a time 
the State was obliged to care for the troops even after they 
were mustered into United States service.7 

Efforts to secure arms for the tate were made even be
fore the outbreak of the war. On January 25, 1 61, Gov
erno1' Kirkwood appealed to the ecretary of War for an 
additional number of arms to be stored at Des Moines or 
Fort Dodge, to be used in case of an Indian outbreak. He 
also suggested the advisability of stationing a United tates 
army officer at one of these places. Later, the withdrawal 
of the troops from Fort Randall and Fort K earny on the 
upper 11issouri caus d so much uneasiness on the western 
border of Iowa that on April 1 th Governor Kirkwood 
asked the War Department to store five hundred long
range rifles at Council Bluffs and a like number at Sioux 
City.8 At the same time he advised the r esidents of the 
border counties to form themselves into companies of 
'' minute men'' for their own protection, promising that 
arms would be supplied as soon as they could be secured. 
On April 25th he w1 .. ote to Caleb Baldwin at Council Bluffs 
that there '' are not now any arms to send there except 
about fifty mu kets that will be sent at once. The people 
should organize as minute men, and arm themselves with 
private arms as best they can.'' ''Double-barreled shot
guns and hunting I'ifles' ', wrote the Governor to another 
citizen of Iowa, ('although not the best, are good arms in 

the hands of brave men.'' 9 

,, Byers's I owa in, War Times, p. 46; War of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, 

Ser. III, Vol. I , p. 118. 
s War of the R ebellion : Official Records, Ser III, Vol. I, pp. 57, 86, 89. 

Captain Taylor, the Commandant at Fort Kearny, had, before leaving the fort, 
spiked twelve of the best cannon under his charge.- The Dubuque W eekly 

Times, May 30, 1861, p. 4. 
9 Q011,ncil Bluffs Nonpareil, May 11, 1861; Lathrop's The Life and Times of 

Samuel J. K irkwood, p. 134; War of the R ebellion,: Official R ecords, Ser. III, 

Vol. I, p. 561. 
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Appeals for· arms came in f1 .. om every corner of the tate. 
Caleb Baldwin, a Justice of the Io,va ,.upreme Court, resi
dent at Council Bluffs, appealed directly to the ecretary of 
War for arms for use in the pr·otection of the weste1~ 
border. The people of ioux ity ,,Tere eql1ally as anxious 
as those of Council Bluffs to ec111·e the means of defense. 
Citizens of the southern cou11ties also became clamorous 
for a1'ms. Everywhere companie 01·g·anizec1 for· ,var ser
vice ,vere requesting arms with which to drill.10 

Mean,vhile the Governor' " ras '' moving· heaven & earth 
almost'' to g·et a suppl. of arms fo1'" tl1e .._ tate. There were 
men in abundance, but it seemed impossible to secure arms. 
The tate ,vas without funds. In a peech at Davenport on 
the evening· of p1·il 16th, Governor' I{irk,vood had e ti
mated that the enlistment and maintenance of the first 
regiment would p1 .. obably co t about ten thousand dollars, 
and stated that he ,vould llndertake to rai e that sum at 
once, if he had to pledg·e eve1•3r dollar of his o,vn prope1~y. 
His letter .. to the ec1·etary of ,Var· on pril 1 th was fol
lowed on Ap1--il 23rd by tl1e sencling· of ena tor G1·im es as a 

special messeng·e1-- to W a hing·ton to secl1re arms. On April 
24th Ki1--kwood w1 .. ote to the Gove1--nor of Connecticut ask
ing if a1--ms could be bought of pri,rate ma11ufacturer s in 
that State. Ovving· to the inte1·ruption of the mail and tele
graph nothing l1ad yet been hea1--d from the e sources on 
May lst.11 

Governor Kirkwood seemed unable to impress the 
autho1'ities at vVashing·ton ,vith the need for arms in Iowa. 
Secreta1·y Came1·on replied to Ki1--kwood 's letter of April 

10 
Byers 's I owa in War T 1. m es, p. 71; War of the R ebellion : Offici al R ecords, 

Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 89, 128. 
11 

L etter from Kirkwood to A. J. Withrow of Salem Iowa April 30 1 61 in , ' , ' K irk wood M 1litary L et ter B ook, N o. 1, p. 39; Des M oines Val ley Whig (Keo-
kuk), April 22, May 13, 1861; The Iowa State R egist er (Des Moines) , 11ay 15, 
1861. 
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AR:\1 A D EQUIPl\1E T FOR IOWA TROOPS 9 

1 th that if the Io,va troops ,vere removed from the tate 
'' provision ,vill be made to meet . . . . the emergen
cies'' on the western border. On the same day the Gov
ernor wrote a second lette11 to the ecretary of "\ ar. '' If 
no arrangement ha yet been made fo1 .. arms for this tate, 
(lo, for God's sake, sencl us some'', was his appeal. ''We 
should have at least 5,000 be ond those requi1~ed t0 arm the 
troops the United tates ma 1--equire - sa;-r, one-half 
rifles. '' The officials at vVashington appa1 .. ently thought 
that a1"ms and solcliers at Keokuk afforded sufficient pro
tection to the tate. '' glance at the map of lo\ a'', ag·ain 
wrote the Governor on 11a 4th, '' " ,.ill sho,v ~}' OU that the 
troops raised in this tate ,,rill at I{eokuk be at least 300 
miles from the nea1~est point ( Cot1ncil Bluffs), and 400 
miles from the point ( iou 7' ity) mo t exposed to Indian 

dep1 .. edations. '' 12 

But back came the r eply that '' 1,000 stand of a1 .. ms oug11t 
to be forwarded to Keoln1k, to be there taken in charge b 
Colonel Curtis or some other~ 1"'e po11 ible per on, to be used 
in case of a11 eme11 gency.'' g·ain Governor I(irkwood pro
testecl that Iowa was a la1"ge tate, "\\7.th only a fe,v mile 
of railroad, absolutely def e11seless so far as a1--ms ,vere con
cerned, and v\rith lange1· threatening· from. 1--uffia11s on the 

outh and Indians on the frontier . ''We have no arms'', 
he w1~ote. ''I cannot, after diligent inquir , learn where 
any can be bought . . . . I must be allo,ved to urge 
again the absolute necessity of sending a liberal supply to 
this State beyond the quota to arm the troops raised here 
for the service of the United ta tes. '' At this time Illinois, 
a well settled State with almost no exposed bor·der, had been 

well supplied with arms.13 

12 War of t1ie R ebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 127, 128, 158. 

1a War of the R ebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 162, 185, 186; 

Burlington Daily Hawk-Eye, May 21, 1861. 
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Letters were written to John A. Kasson, Fitz Henry 
Warren, and other persons in Washington, urging them to 
jmpress upon the President the need of this State for arms. 
''Every manufacturer of arms in the country was tele
graphed and written to for a supply'', but the time required 
to manufacture arms made it impracticable to place de
pendence on this source of supply. Beside , the State 
bonds were not in demand, and cash payments were out of 
the question. Arrangements were made with a military 
committee in Chicago for a loan of one thousand guns which 
the committee was to r eceive, along with others, from the 

pring·field Arsenal. But the arms were stopped in trans
itu before they reached Chicago, upon information from the 
Governor of Illinois that that tate had been supplied with 
arms f1--om t . Louis.14 When Governor Kirkwood learned 
that Governor Yates of Illinois had received a supply of 
arms from St. Louis larg·ely in excess of the requisition in 
his favor, 15 he wrote him a letter and also despatched a 
special messenger to Springfield to secure some of the guns, 
if possible.16 This attempt also was unsuccessful. 

14 
Lathrop's The Life and Times of Samuel J. KirJ.. wood, p. 13 ; K irkwood 

Military Letter B ook, No. I, pp. 182-184; W ar of the R ebellion : Official Rec
ords, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 163; The I owa State R egist er (Des Moines), May 15, 
1861. 

15 
This was the r eason why I owa was unable to secure arms from the St. 

L ouis Arsenal. Captain Stokes of Chicago had an order for ten thousand stand 
of arms from the War Department. He went to St. Louis to secure them and 
f ound the arsenal threatened by secessionists. As a decoy he had five hundred 
old muskets taken to one point on the river to be sent off for repairs. The 
crowd was attracted there, and in t he meantime the arsenal force worked until 
two o'clock at night loading t he rest of the arms on a stcan1boat bound for 
tA.lton and Springfield With the consent of the officer in charge, Captain 
Stokes overdrew his order and took 21,000 muskets, 500 rifles, 500 revolvers, 
110,000 musket cartridges, and a number of cannon.-Des Moines Valley Whig 
(Keokuk), May 6, 1861, p. 2. 

16 
Kirkwood Military Letter B ook, No. I , pp. 35, 39; The I oioa State R eg

ister (Des Moines), May 15, 1861; War of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. 
III, Vol. I, p. 163. 
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On the 2nd of May, 1861, Governor Kirkwood telegraphed 
to imeon Draper , President of the Union Defense Com
mittee at New York. ''For God's sake, send us arms '', was 
the message flashed over the wir es. '' Our First r eg·iment 
has been in drill a week, a thousand str ong. I t has tents 
and blankets, but no arms. The Second r egiment is full, 
and drilling. S end us arms. T en thousand men can be had, 
if they can have arms.'' Four days later he wrote to Gen
eral John E . Wool, Commander of the Department of the 
East, informing him of the situation, and r equesting '' 5,000 
long-range rifles or r ifle muskets and accoutrements, with 
proper ammunition''. A letter dated May 9th, to Eli \Vhit
ney of Connecticut, inquired the prices of rifles equal in 
quality to the United tates long-range rifles.1 7 

Efforts to secure arms from the E ast continued through
out the s11mmer . Indeed, in August, 1 61, the Governor 
himself went to ew York and Washington to secure arms 
and make arrangements for insu1~ing peace on the border s 
of the State.18 His failure was largely due to the fact that 

the State bonds were not salable.19 

During this period, however, there was not a total lack of 
arms in the exposed portions of the State. Arms were 
taken from places where there was no immediate need for 
them and trans£ erred to the border . All guns in every part 
of the State were cleaned and r epai1'"ed and made service-

1 1 Byers's I owa iri War T imes, p. 47; War of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, 
Ser. III , Vol. I , p. 163; K trkwood Military L etter B ook, .r o. 1, p. 139. 

1s Byers's I owa iri War Times, p. 72; War of the R ebellion: Official R ecords, 
Ser . I II, Vol. I , p . 433; K irkwood M1l itary L etter Book, o. 1, p. 309. Gov. 
Kirkwood was again in Washington late in 1862.- I owa City R epublican, 

J anuary 6, 1863. 
10 K irkwood Military L etter B ook, No. 1 pp. 413-415. On August 3, 1861, 

t he Governor wrote: '' 1y eontract f or rifles and r evolver s failed, because I 
had no money to pay fo r them.''- Byers's I owa i n War T imes, p. 72. F or a 
diseussion of the State bond issue see P ollock's T Jie I owa War Loan of 1861 in 
THE I OWA J OURNAL OF HISTORY AND P OLITI CS, Vol. XV, -pp . 467- 502. 

• 
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able. '' Get the 55 muskets of J. 1\1. Byer , at O kaloosa, '' 
,,rrote the djutant Gen 1·al to Jame J\!Iatthe,v·s of Knox
,rille '' and anothe1-- 12 fr·om E. ell ' at Des 1oines, and ' 
place ou1--self in defense ag·ainst traitors.'' On 1\1ay 9th 
the Governor V{rote to W. . Robin on, aptain of the 

nion Guar·ds at olumbus it}-, : '' Please accept for your
self & your .. company my thank fo1' their cheerful urren
der of thei1· arms. . . . it increases m}r regard for your 
company that have been willino· to make this sacrifice with
out complaint fo1~ the protection of their fello,v citizens who 
are exposed to dang·er. '' J\fany of the ne,,.,.ly 01 .. g·anized 
volunteer companies ,ve1-.e compelled to c1rill ,vi.thout a1w . 
It was I'eported that a De 1\Ioines ca,ralry company was 
using wooden swords and it ,,ras sug·g·ested that they might 
ride ,vooden hor es as ,vell. 20 111 some places the people 
secured their own a1--ms ,vithout aid fr·om tl1e tate. t 
Bloomfield, it was said, the Home Gua1·d '' have adopted 
and ,vill procu1--e f 01 .. arm the '1\1enard rifle' ''. 21 

The Governo1' and his aids " ""e1·e ,rery acti ,Te in secu1--ing 
arms and ammunition for the Home Guards, and for the 
newly formed companies in the tate. Early in May they 
seized the powder in the mag·azine at Davenport without 
lawful authority. ''I have fo1"'warded to ouncil Bluffs 140 
stands of arms,'' the Governor told the General Assembly 
late in May, '' and have ordered one -lb. :field piece and 
forty revolvers with the necessa1 .. y equipments and ammu
nition t1·anspo1 .. ted thither without delay, incur1"'ing for ex
press char·ges, freight, etc., an expense no,v kno,vn of 
$359.95. The force necessary to p1"'otect the north and 
western frontier should be had by organizing in each county 

2 0 
Byers's Io1va in War T1nies, p. 34, Kirk1vood M 1lztary L etter Book, No. 1, 

pp. 140, 141; Burlington Daily Hawk-Eye, l\1ay 1 , 1 61. 
21 

Quoted from the Bloomfield Clarion in the Des Moines Valley Trhzg (Keo
kuk), May 6, 1861. 
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a company of mounted ranger s . . . . the expense at
tending· such force consist s in furnishing each member of a 
company with a rifle and sword bayonet valued at from $23 
to $50, and a Colt's r evolve1-- ·v·alued at $22 to $25. '' The 
Council Bluffs '' Fl ing Artillery'' and '' nion Cavalry'' 
r ecei,1ed a considerable quantit of arms and ammunition. 
The infantr companies complained of neglect. Indeed, 
Lieutenant C. C. Rice of the '' Council Bluffs Guard '' sp ent 
,,Teeks making cartridges for his company. But the a1--til
lery by July hacl enough ammunition to practice at targ· t 
shooting. And in eptembe1 .. the1--e ,ve1--e enough arms on 
the western borcler to warrant the ,vitl1dra,val of the Des 

Moines Caval1--y f1--om Council Bluff .22 

Other points " rer e not neo·lected. By Jun 27th sixty 
muskets had been sent to Pa 0·e ounty , forty long-range 
rifles to Taylor County and ml1 ket s t o other points. By 
July se,leral hund1--ed arms had been distributed along the 
southern border. '' The Governo1-- 's fforts to supply th 
borde1.. with the means of protection ha,"e been highly 
praiseworthy '', decla1,.ed an Iowa editor. The people made 
their own cartridges by the thousands. In K eokuk it was 
said that '' all the guns and musket s in the city have been or 
are being cleaned and 1--epaired''. In a bo1--der paper ap
peared the f ollo\ving advertisement: ''Wanted, about 75,000 
stand of fire arms, of all so1--ts, to r epair r eady for p eace or 
wa1'", at the ew Gun 1\faking· and Repairing E stablishment, 
by W . Du :rcA N , on Broadway, opposite ity Hotel''.23 

The membe1--s of all militia companies wer e r equired to 

22 L etter f rom Kirkwood to 11r. Bridgman of Keokuk, 1fay 10, 1 61, in 
Kirkwood M il1tary L etter Book, o. 1, p. 17 ; Des M oines Valley Wlug (Keo
kuk), May 6, 1861; Lathrop s T7ie L 1f e and Tim es of Sa,nuel J. K irkivood, p. 
135; Council B luffs N onparetl, }.f ay 25, J l1ne 1, July 20, September 21, 1 61. 
See also Council B luffs B ugle, August 11, 1864. 

23 Tlie Dubuque W eekly T imes, J une 27, 1861 ; Des M oin es Va lley Wli ig 

(K eokuk ), July 22, 29, 1861 ; Counc1l Bluffs N onparezl, April 20, 1 61. 
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turn in arms, amm11nition, and accoutrements. Jesse 
Bowen p1"esented the tate with a brass eight-pounder can
non and eighty rifles.24 At Davenport there was a foundry 
owned by Mr. Donahue, who had been ''occupied two years 
at West Point making cannon balls, bomb-shells, &c, and 
during the Mexican war engaged in making the same mate
rials for the use of our army.'' 25 It was urged that he 
should now make arms and ammunition for the Iowa 
troops. In October, 1861, the Dubuque hot Tower was 
putting out one hundred sacks of shot per day.26 

In October, 1 61, the War Department was still making 
excuses because it was not able to supply artillery and 
small arms for border defense. Money ,vas voted by the 
General Assembly of Iowa at the extra session of 1 61 for 
the purchase of five thousand stand of aims, but they had 
not yet been purchased in January, 1 62. 27 

Eventually Governor Kirkwood organized companies and 
supplied arms to them in the first and second tiers of coun
ties along the southern border, but this work was not com
pleted until in 1863. These companies furnished their own 
clothing, horses, and equipments. As late as August 1 , 
1 62, Josiah B. Grinnell wrote from the southern border to 
Governor Kirkwood: ''We want arms. Can we not have 
them f '' In March, 1 63, Governo1-- Kirbvood wrote to the 
War Department: ''I rega1~a it as a matter of the first and 
most pressing· importance to get a supply of arms and am
munition.'' He asked at this time for five thousand stand 

24
CouncilBluffs Nonpareil, May 4, 1861; Byers 's I o1va in War Times, p. 43. 

2
!5 Quoted from the Davenport Gazette in the Council Bluffs Nonpareil, May 

11, 1861. 
26 

The Dubuque Weekly Times, October 3, 1861, p. 5. 
27

War of the Rebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 574; Report of 
the .Adjutant-General of Iowa, 1861, p. 13. 
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of arms, accoutrements, and ammunition.28 They wer e 
needed to put down expected r esistance to the draft and 
compel ·the payment of taxes. There was still a scarcity of 
arms in southern Iowa at the tjme of the ''Tally War'' in 

1 63. 29 

ARMS F OR I OWA INFA TRY REGIME TS IN FEDERAL SERVICE 

Throughout the entire s1Jmmer of 1861 barely enough 
arms were available to supply the Iowa volunteer s, and it 
was only after much delay that guns were secured. ''Wher e 
are the a1~ms promised to our r egiments 1 '', the Adjutant 
General inquired in August. ''Do send us arms for our 
infantry and cavalry. '' The providing of arms for the 
companies who enlisted for F ederal service was a big task. 
Guns were scarce throughout the country ; and an enormous 
upply was needed. Although east ern manufacturing 

plants worked at full speed they could not keep pace with 
the demand for arms. E specially in the W est was this situ
ation felt. Delays were many and when the arms did arrive 
they were unsatisfactory and often unserviceable. The 

2s W ar of the Rebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III , Vol. I, pp. 561, 562, Vol . 
I I , pp. 403, 404, Vol. III , pp. 62, 67, 68; letter f rom Kirkwood to G. W. Devin 
of Ottumwa, February 16, 1·863, in Kirkwood Milttary Letter Book, o. 5, 

p. 110. 
29 L athrop's The Life and Times of Sarnuel J . Kirkwood, p. 248. 
An ar tillery squad which accompanied the Gover nor to the scene of this 

skirmish, having no ammunition for their gl1ns, cut up bars and rods of iron 
into inch pieces ' ' to do duty in the place of canister, grape and solid shot.''
L athr op 's The Life and Times of Samuel J . Kirktvood, p. 248. 

It wa.s here, also, that t he following occurrence took place. One of the artil
lerymen was standing guard with bis gun in tbe early mor ning. '' A stranger, 
led by curiosity or as a spy f rom the Tally camp, came up within speaking 
distance of the guard, and asked him what be had there''. The reply was, 
' ' That, sir , by--, is a butternut cracker. ''- L athr op's T he Life and Times 
of Samuel J. Kirkwood, pp. 251, 252. 

I n J uly, 1863, the authorities intercepted a box cont aining '' double-barrelled 
r ifles m ade of the most approved p attern'', destined f or t he Knights of the 
Golden Circle.- Dubuque Semi-W eekly Times, J uly 28, 1863. 



16 IOWA JOUR AL OF HI TORY AND POLITIC 

arms that were refused by eastern t1·oops ,vere frequently 
sent to the ,vestern companies. 30 

The call for the first 1,eg·iment of Iowa volunteers was 
issued on Ap1,il 15, 1 61. This regiment was to serve for 
three months. Calls for adclitional regiments came in 
steadily throughout the next three years. l\f ost of the 
troops f1 .. om Iowa ,ve1·e enli ted for three yea1--s, althoug--h 
some regiments were made up of l1t1nd1'ed day men and 
others of men who enlisted for, various terms. Io"Ta fur
nished a total of bet,veen Be,.,.enty and eighty thousand 
troops. To arm and eqt1ip this numbe1' alone ,vas a lar~g·e 
task at that time. W11en it is r emembered that the Io,,ra 
troops constitutecl 011ly a mall part of the g·reat Union 
army, it is little " .,.onder that there ,vas delay and confu ion 
in the accomplishment of the ta k. 31 

Fo1~ the mo t part the fi1,st two reg1ments were made up 
of independent, voluntary militia companies ,vhich had 
been org·anized befo1'e the ,,.,.ar. The companies in existence 
at the outbreak of the war " re1·e poo1·ly a1·med. carcely a 
company had a full stand of a1 .. ms, and the guns they did 
o\,.,.n were in many cases not fit for use in wa1-- although 
they would do for drill purposes. Later companies prior 
to enlistment sometimes used the guns of former companies 
who had been taken into United tates se1 .. vice and been 
g·iven a new supply of guns.32 

30 War of the R ebellion : Official Records, Ser III, Vol. I , p. 407. 
Assistant Secretary of War Scott ,, rote in eptember, 1 61, t o Go,ernor 

Cur tin of P ennsylvania that '' We shall send the arms you cannot use to the 
West'', when that official had protested against some Prussian muskets which 
had been furnished him.- War of the R ebellwn: Official R ecord,,;;, Ser. III, 
Vol. I, pp. 526, 538. P ossibly these " 'ere the identical four thousand muskets 
which the I owa troops received later in the same year.- Re1Jort of the Ad
Jutant-General of I o1va, 1861, p. 13. 

31 
JVar of the Rebell ton : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp 6 , 69; B:yers 's 

I ou;a in War Times, p. 28; Phisterer's Statistical Record of the Armies of the 
United States, pp. 3-11; Briggs's The Enlistment of l Oll'a Troops during the 
Gzvil War in THE I OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY .AND POLITICS, Vol. xv, p. 373. 

3
2 Des Moines Valley Wtiig (Keokuk), Jl1ly 1. 1 61. 
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Especially was difficulty encountered in arming the first 
few regiments from Iowa. The United States government 
agreed to furnish the arms and accoutrements. The arms -
so furnished were distributed through the agency of the 
Adjutant General, who had been required by law to serve as 
Acting Quartermaster General. The First Iowa Regiment 
was in rendezvous at Keokuk more than a week before 
the time set, and could have been there sooner, but the 
''Governor saw no special reason for hurrying them on to 
the rendezvous before the arrival of arms''.33 

Arms for seven hundred and eighty men were to have 
been retained at the St. Lou.is Arsenal when the shipment 
was sent to Springfield, Illinois, but for some reason they 
were not left. On May 10th Governor Kirkwood wrote to 
the Secretary of War that the ''First Iowa Regiment is in 
rendezvous at Keokuk, and I hope will soon be supplied 
with arms.'' Earlier in May Captain R. G. Herron had 
been sent by the Governor to pring:field, Illinois, with a 
requisition for :five thousand stand of arms. ''He found 
nothing there but the old flint-lock muskets, which have 
been altered to percussion. There were also bayonets, but 
no scabbards. He very properly refused to touch any of 
them, and returned empty handed.'' 34 

The troops at Keokuk lived in daily expectation of their 
arms. On May 17th word came that two thousand stand 
had been ordered from St. Louis. And on Sunday morning, 
May 19th, two thousand of these '' precious treasures'' ar
rived from St. Louis, '' escorted by a company from 

S3 The Dubuque W eekly Times, April 25, 1861; Jleport of Adjutan,t-General 
of Iowa, 1864, p. xiv; Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk) , May 13, 1861. 

34 War of the Jlebellion : Official Records, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 162, 185; 
Wilkie's The I owa First: Letters from the War, p. 14. 

Mr. Franc B. Wilkie accompanied the First Regiment of Iowa Volunteers as 
correspondent for The Dubuque H erald and the New York Times. The work 
to which ref ere nee is made is a collection of his letters to The Dubuque Herald, 
printed in 1,861. 

VOL. XVI-2 
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Quincy'', to guard them from secessionists. '' I think it 
would be a master st1"oke of policy to allow the secessionists 
to steal them'', wrote Franc B. Wilkie to the Dubuqite 
H erald. '' They are the 'old-fashioned-brass-mounted-and
of-such-is-the-kingdom-of-Heaven' kind that are infinitely 
more dangerous to friend than enemy -will kick further 
than they will shoot, and are appr'opriately known from 
their awkward peculiarities in this and other respects, 
among our Germans as Kuh-fuss - 'Cow-foot.' They wer"e 
broug·ht hither by Col. Curtis for the use of ihe 2nd Regi
ment but were stopped by Lieut. hambers, and by some 
happy arrangement between him and Curtis, 1000 of them 
have been retained here for the use of the 1st Regiment. 
Their appearance creates intense disgust in the mind of 
every recruit. 

'' Why is it that our Iowa r egim ents cannot be armed and 
equipped, say one-half as well as the r egiments of Illinois? 
All of the latter are armed with the very best arms in use, 
either Sharpe's or Minie rifles - our men a1"e put off with 
an old 1--usty machine that is a cross between a blunderbuss 
and a Chinese matchlock, and is one which would excite the 
merriment even of a Digger Indian, unless he happened to 
be behind it.'' 35 

'' The bayonets don't shine at all,'' commented the Des 
Moines Valley Whig, ''and we learn that the soldier s don't 
much affect the old-fashioned smooth bore. But there is a 
prospect that new patte1--ns will be received before long.'' 
This prospect was based on the achievement of Colonel 
Samuel R. Curtis, who had been sent to Washington to se
cure arms. He returned soon after' the middle of May, 
having obtained an order for two thousand guns ; while 
cartridge boxes, bayonet scabbards, and waistbands were 

35 
Tlie Dubuque H erald, May 17, 1861; Wilkie's The Iowa First: Letters 

from the War, pp. 24, 25. 
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to be made and shipped by express from Pittsburg immedi
ately. The above named accoutrements arrived in Keokuk 
the fore part of June, and were put in Burns & Rentgen's 
warehouse. There were enough of them rto equip the :first 
and second regiments.36 

The muskets, however, which were furnished the First 
Iowa Regiment were not r eplaced.37 Upon receiving the 
order to move south from Keokuk, one of the men with the 
First Regiment of Iowa Volunteers wrote home : ''Heaven 
forgive llS all our sins if we are to be sent down among 
those rampageous, half-ho1"'se, half-alligator 'Border Ruf
fians,' ,,yith only these old muskets and triangular bay
onets ! If we ain't kicked over the border s at the very :first 
discharge, it will be through the special interposition of 
Providence - or it will be through the same influence, if 
we are not all dead in three weeks from lugging so much 
rusty old iron about the hot fastnesses of Missouri. W e 
shall be equally in danger from the muzzles of 11is ourian 
muskets and the breeches of our own''. An attempt was 
made by a Union r egiment in }.fissouri to supply these men 
with new guns, but nothing came of it. Indeed, the men of 
the First Regiment were doubtless the most illy armed and 
clothed troops that Iowa furnished.38 

The story of the arming of later r egiments is one of con
tinued delay and dissatisfaction. Arms wer e supposed to 
be supplied to the troops b efore they left the State, but 
often this r esult was not accomplished. The Second Iowa 

36 Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk), May 20, 27, J une 10, 1 61. 

37 The Governor 's Greys of Dubuque were armed with r ifled muskets. Prob
ably they secured them f rom privat e sources before leaving Dubuque. T o offset 
t he advantage of having superior arms, the Greys were inconvenienced by the 
necessity of running their own bullets t o fit them, since they were of a different 
caliber f rom the rest of the arms.- Wilkie 's The I owa First : L etters from the 
War, pp. 46, 47. 

3 8 The Dubuque Herald, .Ju ne J S, 1861 ; Wilkie's The I owa F irst : L etters 
f ror,i the W ar, p. 65. 
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Regiment ''was placed in rendezvous at Keokuk, and with
out arms.'' This regiment, together with the Third and 
Fourth Regiments, was reported on June 8, 1861, to be in 
rendezvous '' anxiously awaiting arms.'' The Third Regi
ment left Keokuk without cartridges or cartridge boxes. 
''Destitute of all equipment but empty muskets and bay
onets, and without means of transportation,'' the Third 
Regiment was on July 1st ''hastened westward more than 
halfway across the state [Missouri].'' Not until August 
23rd were three thousand ''Improved Muskets'' shipped 
'' on the Jeannie Deans to the Iowa troops in St. Louis and 
Missouri.'' Minie rifles were to have been furnished. 39 

Varied were the arms dealt out to the Iowa troops. Many 
of the guns were old flint-lock muskets altered to percus
sion. 40 Other troops r eceived rifled muskets, .Austrian 
muskets, Prussian muskets, Belgian rifles, Harper's Ferry 
muskets, Spencer's carbines, Sharps carbines, Colt's re
volvers, navy revolvers, Whitworth rifle , Colt's revolving 
rifles, Minie rifles, or Enfield rifles. During the year 1862 
the State of Iowa received from the United States govern
ment one thousand Austrian rifles ( caliber .5 ) ; twenty
seven hundred Austrian rifles ( caliber .54) ; t en thousand 

so Byers's 101.va in War Times, pp. 47, 484; War of the llebellion : Official 
llecords, Ser . III, Vol. I, p. 261; D es Moines Valley WJiig (Keokuk), July 1, 
August 26, 1861; The Gate City (Keokuk), July 1, 1861. 

4 0 
These arms were generally regarded by the soldiers as worthless. A r esi. 

dent of Dubuque, who claimed t o have ''had some experience under Govern• 
ment, in t his matter,'' and who signed himself ''ORDINANCE'', championed 
them and asser ted that they were '' as serviceable as any that can be issued 
from the War Depa1 bment, with the exception, perhaps, of the rifled musket, 
which latter arm requires no inconsiderable experience on the part of the 
soldier' '. Their propensity to ''kick'' he explained a way by saying that ' 'in. 
the discharge of innumerable guns, during an engagement, it is necessary that 
the soldier feels his to be among the number that have been discharged.'' A 
little cleaning, polishing, and b rowning, he declared, would -make them '' as 
good as if fresh from the national armories''. The conviction which his brief 
carries is somewhat dissipated by the orthography of the writer's 1io1n de 
guerre.- The Dubuque W eekly Times, June 27, 1861. 
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Enfield rifles ( caliber .58) ; fifty-nine hundred Prussian 
muskets ( caliber .72) ; nine hundred Prussian rifled mus
kets ( caliber .69) ; six hundred Springfield muskets ( caliber 
.69); one thousand Garibaldi rifled muskets ( caliber .71) ; 
twelve hundred French rifles ( caliber .5 ) ; twelve hundred 
Colt's revolvers; and twelve hundred sabres, with accoutre-

ments for all.41 

The Enfield rifle was the arm which the soldiers were 
always desirous of securing, since it was one of the best 
guns in the service at the time. It is interesting to note 
that an improved Enfield rifle is the arm used in the present 
war by the English troops and will probably be used by the 
American troops.42 

A part of the Fourth Iowa Infantry Regiment received 
muskets while still in rendezvous at Camp Kirkwood, Coun
cil Bluffs. The rifles had been stored at Fort Kearny and 
it is said that the order for their delivery was made out by 
Robert E. Lee, who was at that time Chief of Staff to 
Lieutenant General cott, Chief of the Army. Better arms 
were supplied to the regiment in the field late in September. 
There was also a battery consisting of four twelve-pound 
howitzers connected with the Fourth Regiment. 43 

The Fifth Iowa Regiment was sworn into service at Bur
lington on the 15th, 16th, and 17th of July, 1 61. Arms 
were distributed to the men of this regiment just a month 
later, on the way to the front. They, too, were given com-

41 R eport of the Adjutant-General of Iowa, 1862, Vol. I, pp. xvi, xvii. 

42 There is an interesting Civil War anecdote told in connection with the 
Enfield rifles. One of the nurses in a field hospital '' approached the cot on 
which a wounded soldier of the Massachusetts Fifteenth regiment was lying 
and asked him, 'Is there anything which you think of that you want f' 'Yes,' 
was the quick r eply, ' an Enfield rifle. ' ' ' Most of the men in his regiment 
were equipped with smooth-bores.-The Dubuque Weekly Times, November 28, 

1861. 
4 3 Council Bluffs Nonpareil, Ju1y 20, August 3, 1861; Byers's I owa in War 

Times, p. 605; Des Moines Valley Whig, September 23, 1861. 
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mon muskets, but with the assurance that other arms 
would be forthcoming in about thirty days. The ixth 
Iowa received '' miserable Austrian muskets,'' concerning 
which a Dutch member of the r egiment said, '' a man mig·ht 
be killed more as twelve times befo1·e de tam ding would 
shoot off. '' 44 

The organization of the eventh Regiment .. occurred soon 
after the baJttle of Bull Run. Owing to pressing military 
necessity this reg·iment was sent to the South before it was 
armed. They received their arm at t. Louis, '' the flank 
companies 'A' and 'B' getting the pringfield l'ifle with 
tape self primers, and the other eight companies received 
the improved 'buck and ball' pring:field musket.'' 45 This 
regiment was also given ei<rht piece of artillery. 46 Belgian 
muskets we1'e supplied to the Eighth Regiment at Keokuk 
on its way down the river to t. Louis. These guns were 
received with dissatisfaction by the men. ''Uneven caliber, 
some crooked barrels, locks out of r epai1· ! The boys called 
them 'pumpkin slingers' and p1~onounced the crooked bar
rels adapted to shooting around hills. '' 47 

The Eleventh Iowa Regiment, while it has the distinction 
of being· '' the first full regiment, completely uniformed, 
armed and equipped, which, as such, trod the soil of Iowa'', 
was, nevertheless, unfortunate enoug .. h to secure percussion 
lock, smooth-bore muskets. 48 

4.
4 

Byers's I owa in, War T imes, p. 488 ; The Du,buq1.te W eekly T imes, F ebru
ary 6, 1862; Des Moines V alley Whig, Oct ober 21, 1861. 

45 
Smith's History of the Seventh I owa V eteran V olunteer I nfantry during 

the Civil War, p. 6. 

~
6 

The Dubuque H erald, J uly 21, 1861. Six-pound brass howitzers f or Iowa 
troops were made in Omaha by Charles Hendrie and furnished at a contract 
price of one thousand dollars each.- The Dubuque W eeJ.. ly T imes, September 
12, 1861. 

47 Byers 's Iowa in War Times, pp. 495, 496. 

4.B Iowa Historical Record, Vol. I, p. 129; Council Bluffs N onpareil, ovem
ber 9, 1861. 
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Within one month after being mustered into service the 
Twelfth Iowa received arms and accoutrements. This regi
ment, '' owing to the persistent effort of Colonel Woods or 
the influence which he had with 'the powers that be,' . . 
. . was so fortunate that while others - tthe Thirteenth 
Iowa, for instance - ,vas being armed with Harper's Ferry 
muskets altered from old flintlocks, or with Belgian smooth
bores, the Twelfth received the very best arms then in the 
ser,rice - new Enfield rifles, of ,vhich the men were very 
proud.'' The Fourteenth Regiment was armed by com
panies. Three companies had received their arms and were 
on their way to Fort Randall, in Dakota Territo1~y, late in 
October, 1 61, while the remaining companies had not re
ceived arms late in November. When guns were received 
they were of the poorest sort. W. W. Kirkwood, a nephew 
of Governor amuel J. Kirkwood, wrote to his uncle from 
Benton Barracks on January 12, 1 62, complaining of the 
character of the arms furnished, and asking him to do some
thing to remedy the situation. The arms were worthless, 
said the young soldier, who declared that '' there was one to 
my certain knowledge Broken by striking it lightly across 
a pine Box. The barrel broke entirely off in two places.'' 
Many of the muskets, he said, burst at the first discharge.

49 

The members of the Eighteenth Iowa Regiment were 
armed with Austrian rifled muskets upon their arrival in 
St. Louis; while the Twenty-first Iowa was unusually for
tunate in the matter of arms. Going into r endezvous the 
25th of August, 1862, all the members of this r egiment who 
had not been previously armed were equipped with Enfield 
rifles on the 9th of September. The supply of these arms, 
however, was not lasting. The Twenty-second and Twenty-

49 Byers's Iowa in War Times, p. 507; Reed's Campaigns and Battles of the 
Twelfth, R egiment Iowa V eteran Volunteer Inf an try, p. 11; The Dubuque 
Weekly Times, October 31, 1861; The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), December 2, 

1861; Kirkwood Correspondence, No. 433. 

• 
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fourth Regiments were compelled to drill with wooden guns 
and swords of their own manufacture.60 

Indeed, although a r equisition for arms for the '' Temper
ance Regiment''-the Twenty-fourth-was issued early 
in August, ''the regiment paraded and drilled with wooden 
swords and guns until the middle of October'', when it was 
lucky enough to secure new Enfield rifles. On eptember 
20th Adjutant General Baker wrote to the ecretary of 
War, asking for arms for ten additional regiments. They 
were almost immediately furnished. 51 

Enfield rifles were furnished to the men of the Twenty
fifth Iowa Regiment on their way down the Mississippi to 
the :field of action. Yet to the Thirty-third Regiment were 
issued smooth-bore muskets, which were not exchanged for 
Enfields until some months afterward. And as late as 
December, 1862, Governor Kirkwood wrote to Edwin M. 
Stanton, protesting against the character of arms furnished 
to the Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry, and asking that they be 
exchanged for ''serviceable guns''. Later, the Thirty
eighth Regiment received satisfactory arms before leaving 
the camp at Dubuque.52 

During the early years of the war the guns were so con
structed that it was necessary for the men to bite off the 
ends of the cartridges before loading. Indeed, at the time 
of the draft, some of those drafted attempted to escape 
service by having their teeth pulled, thus rendering them 

tso War of the Rebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. II, p. 287; The 
Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), August 20, 1862; Du,buque Weekly Herald, 
August 20, 1862; Crooke 's The Twenty-first R egi ment of Io wa Volu·nteer I n
fantry, p. 13; Jones 's Reminiscences of the Twenty-Second Iowa Volunteer 
I nfantry, p. 8; Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol. I, p. 18. 

~
1 

War of the Rebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. II, pp. 325, 575, 577; 
Annals of I owa (Third Series), Vol. I, p. 18. _ 

ts
2 

The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), November 5, 1862; Sperry's History of 
the SSd Iowa In fantry Volunteer R egi1nent, p. 3; K irkwood M ilitary Letter 
Book, No. 5, p. 44; Dubuque Democratic Herald, December 24, 1862. 
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incapable of tearing the cartridges. But toward the end of 
the ,var, muskets were used which made this process 11n

necessary. The rifles used in 1 63 by the Dubuque Union 
Guards, a company which later served as ''Hundred Days 
Men'', were ''of the Austrian pattern, of which the com
pany have one hundred, wrth all the accompanying· equip
ments, including 5,000 rounds of ammunition. The guns are 
of the latest improved pattern, and are made so that the 
owner is not obliged to bite off the ends of the cartridges, a 
little instrument accomplishing that work for him, thus 
enabling one to load and fire almost twice as quick as by the 
old method.'' Other companies of these '' Hundred Days 
Men'' of 1 64 were furni hed Enfield rifles. Arms were 
seemingly plentiful at this time. 53 

ARMS FOR CAVALRY A.l\TD ARTILLERY 

The cavalry and artillery, while perhaps faring some
what better than the infantry, were al o subjected to delays 
and disappointments. For some time the members of the 
First Iowa Cavalry were armed only with pistols and 
sabers. The First Iowa Battery was given its first arma
ment at Benton Barracks in December, 1 61. This con
sisted of ''four 6-pounder guns and two 12-pounder how
itzers''. Not until April 29, 1 64, did the battery receive 
''its new armament of six 10-pounder Parrott guns.'' 54 

The Second Iowa Cavalry in the beginning of its service 
was likewise armed only with sabers and pistols. Later, 
however, the men were more satisfactorily armed, some 
companies with Colt's revolving rifles and some with Sharps 
carbines. The Third Cavalry was much more speedily 

rss Dubuq_ue Semi-Weekly Times, August 11, 1863, June 7, 1864; Burlington 
Daily Hawk-Eye, October 27, 1864; War of the R ebellion : Official Eecords, Ser. 
I, Vol. XLI, Pt. 2, p. 757. 

64 Lothrop's A History of the First E egiment 101.va Cavalry Veteran Volun
teers, p. 43; Byers's Iowa in War Times, pp. 596, 597. 

I 
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equipped. By Decembe1 .. of 1 61 the members of this regi
ment were '' said to be fully aimed and equipped with car
bines, sabres, and navy 1 .. evolvers' '. The Fourth Regiment 
of aval1·y was mustered in and under marching orders for 
Fort Leaven,vorth, and still was without arms late in J anu
ary, 1 62. 55 

But not until l\1arch 1862, we1 .. e arms added to the heavy 
dragoon sabe1 .. s carried by the Fou1 .. th Cavalry. And ''what 
arms'' they were when they were furnished! They were 
described as follows: 

About four hundred men ,vere loaded with ''Austrian'' rifles, a 
very heavy and clumsy, though rather hort, infantry gun, a 
muzzle-loader, ,vith a ramrod. Half the remainder had '' Starr's'' 
revolver, a five-shooter, percu s1on-cap and paper-cartridge pistol, 
of a bad pattern and poorly made, Yrhile all, or nearly all, received 
a pair of horse-pistol , to be carried in holsters on the pommel of 
the saddle, the smooth-bore, single-barrelled, muzzle-loader used in 
the 1exican war. 

These rifles and revolvers neve1 .. gained favor in the regiment; 
indeed, it is probable that they did more harm than good, because 
there was a general ,vant of reliance 11pon tl1em. Tl1e tarr re
volver caused more fear in the regiment than it ever did among the 
enemy. Its shot was very uncertain, its machinery often failed to 
wor·k, and it had a vicious tendency to go off at a wrong moment. 
The holster-pistols were better thought of. They were found to be 
more effective than the revolvers, and far more easily managed 
than the rifles. 1\fany of them were retained until the Colt's re
volvers came, in 1863.56 

The Second Regiment of Iowa Cavalry, after it was trans
formed, in March 1 64, into the Second Iowa Cavalry 
Veteran V oluntee1's was, on the 19th of June, '' armed with 
Spencer)s Seven Shooting Carbines. This was ihe best arm 

55 
Pierce's History of the Seco1id Iowa Cavalry pp 12 26 27 54 70 · The 

1.'' 'J' Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), December 16, 1861; War of tlie R ebellion: Official 
Records, Ser. III, Vol. I, pp. 786, 790. 

56 
Scott's The Story of a Cavalry Regiment: The Career of the Fourth Iowa 

Veteran Volunteers, pp. 25, 26. 

• 

• m er 
moun 
minnt 

• 
prl OI 

armec 
all fig1 

der a1 

rolls f 
vou'e1 • 
• • mqmr 
the WE 

0cc 
captu1 
kirmi 

this m 
mule: 
pi--tol~ 

Equ 
arm:· 
..arv ~ • 

re po 
an ab
blanke 
camr 
may b1 
on it . 
draggi 
diatelv 

• 
militia 

'
7 Pier 

~s Loth 
teer&, p. ' 



• 

-

t 
e 

a 
a 
" 

t; 
e 

·e
he 
w 
1t. 
be 
ed 
re-

1s
_ry 

ith 

oica 

ARJ\IS AND EQUIPJ\1ENT FOR IOWA TROOPS 27 

in service, carrying a forced ball, and so arranged that the 
mounted trooper could throw fourteen balls from it per 
minute - dismounted, a little more.'' Some Confederate 
prisoners captu1 .. ed by a squad of the Second Cavalry 
armed with these guns '' asked to see 'one of rthe guns you 
all :fig~ht with,' '' and added, '' you bring them to your shoul
der and hold them there, while a continuous str eam of lead 
rolls f1~om them into our faces. It is no use for us to fight 
you'ens with that kind of gun.'' Later one of the p1 .. isoners 
inquired if the cavalrymen '' loaded undays and fired all 

the week.'' 57 

Occasionally the Iowa troops would secure guns from 
captured prisoners 01-- from a store of arms taken in a 
skirmish. The First Iowa aval1·y at one time secured in 
this manner seventy-three wagons, :five hundred horses and 
mules, eleven hundrecl rifles and shot guns, one hundred 
pistols, and commissary stores and ammunition.58 

U1 IFORMS OF THE row TROOPS 

Equipment was even more conspicuously lacking than 
arms in Iowa in 1 61, and the difficulty of securing neces
sa1 .. y supplies during the first yea1"'s of the war was cor-
1 .. espondingly greater. For while effective arms were not 
an absolute necessity until the battle-field was reached, 
blankets and clothing were indispensable in rendezvous 
camps and on the way to the scene of conflict. And while it 
may be true, as apoleon suggested, that an army t1 .. avels 
on its stomach, nevertheless, stout shoes keep the feet from 
dragging. Equipment must be furnished the troops imme
diately after enlistment. It is true that the independent 
militia companies which were the first to vol11nteer had 

57 Pierce's History of the Second Iowa Cavalry, pp. 95, 97, 98. 

r;s Lothrop 's .A History of the First R egiment Iowa Cavalry Veteran Volun

t eers, p. 44. See also p. 54. 
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uniforms; and the Governor's Greys of Dubuque offered 
their services to the Governor, January 15, 1 61, as a '' fully 
equipped volunteer company''.59 But such uniforms! They 
were designed for the delight of the ladies when the com
pany was on parade, rather than for service at the front. 
Handsome enough were the brave lad in white, red, grey, 
green, blue, and every other hue of the rainbow on Fourth 
of July dress parades; but their uniforms would not have 
been as :fitting had they been exposed to the rain and mud 
and cold which the men were later oblig·ed to endure. 

The Davenport ars:field Guards, although organized 
during the money panic of 185 , '' equipped themselves with 
a handsome uniform''. 60 The other companies of the tate 
acted along similar lines. Indeed, these ante-bellum mili
tary organizations were, in the main, social organizations. 
Parades and balls were their chief activities and the various 
communities seemed to vie with one another in making 
their own unit most gorgeous. This tendency was evi
denced later by the various uniforms worn by the different 
companies making up the :first I owa regiments, many of 
which received their initial uniforms from home town pa
triots. Equipment, like arms, was to be furnished by the 
general government before the troops left the State. But 
on their way to and during their stay in the camps of 
1--endezvous, the soldiers were to be cared for by the State. 

This was a work which the tate might well be expected 
to perform, and one to which the people of Iowa responded 
generously. The State government was handicapped by a 
lack of funds. The war loan bonds were practically un
salable. In part the situation was relieved by voluntary 
donations from patriotic citizens, but the strain on the 
State finances was great. Among the first fo come to the 

~
9 

War of the R ebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 56. 
60 

Annals of Iowa (First Series) , Vol. I, pp. 161, 162. 
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Governor's aid were two citizens of Dubuque. '' The very 
morning after Sumter was :fired on, J. K. Graves & R. E. 
Graves, his brother, telegraphed the Governor, saying they 
would claim it an honor and privilege to honor his drafts 
to the extent of thirty thousand dollars; leaving repayment 
to the pleasure of the state, if it could help equip and send 
the boys to the front.'' W. T. Smith, of Oskaloosa, to
gether with other war Democrats, offered aid to the Gov
ernor. ''Private citizens in every town vied with one an
other in personal sacrifice to aid in the good cause.'' 
Solomon Sturges, a Chicago millionaire, offered to loan 
Governor Kirkwood $100,000.61 Town funds were made up. 
'' At little Brighton, $1,250, cash, was raised in a few min
utes from Republicans and Democrats alike, and as much 
more promised, to help feed and clothe the boys who volun
teered.'' 62 Hiram Price and Ezekiel Clark were active in 
raising funds with which to equip the troops. The banks 
of the State, namely the tate Bank and its branches, ral
lied to the support of the Governor. Kirkwood himself 
'' gave his own personal bonds, pledging all his own prop-

e1 Byers's Iowa in War Times, pp. 42, 43; Kirkwood Military Letter Book, 

No. I, p. 264. 
Later R. E. Graves offered to loan $10,000 to the State on behalf of the 

Dubuque Branch of the State Bank. He agreed to accept payment in State 
bonds at par.- Kirkwood Military Letter Book, o. 1, pp. 2, 259. 

William B. Allison donated fifty dollars to the Governor's Greys, '' to be 
spent by them as their pleasure might dictate.'' J ames C. Patterson gave ten 
dollars to the K eokuk Union Guards.- The Dubuque Weekly Times, April 25, 
1861; Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk), April 22, 1861. 

62 Byers's I owa in War 11i1nes, p. 43. Later, in 1862, the Amana Community 
sent $1000 to Governor Kirkwood for similar purposes. '' We take the lib
erty'', they wrote, '' of sending you enclosed $1000. Our elders or t rustees are 
inclined to do something for our beloved Union, and as our conscience on 
religious principles, as you know, prohibits us, like other citizens, from bearing 
weapons against any other men, we beg you t o use the $1000 for the relief of 
our sick and wounded soldiers; or , if you think our soldiers in the field are 
more suffering on account of cold weather, you may use it partly for their 
relief.' '-Iowa City R epublican, November 19, 1862. 



30 IOWA JO R AL OF HI TORY AND POLITICS 

erty and earnings, many times over, that the first soldiers 
of the state might have shoes to wear, blankets to sleep on, 
and bread to eat. '' 63 

11any of the towns fitted out their own troops with uni
forms. At a meeting of the citizens of Fort fadison it was 
voted to inst1L1ct the to,vn authorities to appropriate $2000 
for the pu1·pose of eql1ipping the F ort fadison Rifles. '' All 
over the state companies were kept tog·ether drilling, their 
subsistence furnished by boards of supervi ors or by patri
otic citizens, some of whom not only helped subsist the 
would-be soldier s, but fu1~ ished them uniforms at their 
own expense.'' The Decorah Guards ,vere outfitted by the 
citizens of Winneshiek ounty. hirts, pants, and caps 
were given to the Pioneer G1 .. eys by the to,vnspeople of 
Cedar Falls. 64 

Governor Kirkwood, r ecog,nizing the instant and impera
tive need fo1-- clothing, at his own risk, sent Ezekiel Clark to 
Chicago to buy cloth for· fifteen hu11dred llniforms. ''Let 
the material be strong and durable '', he w1·ote. But un
fo1 .. tunately the only cloth which could be obtained Vlas 
'' some ve1·y poor, thin, sleazy gray satinett, half cotton and 
half ,vool, only fit for summe1 .. wear''. 65 This material was 
thought to be stout enoug'h for uniforms for the men in the 
First Regiment, whose term of enlistment was for the s11m
me1"" months ; but '' the boys, before the ma1·ch to Spring
field in Missouri, had got their thin clothes badly worn out, 

68 
.Annals of I owa (Third Ser ies) , Vol I , pp 594, 595; Des Moines Valley 

Whig (Keokuk) , April 22, 1861; W ar of the R ebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. 
III, Vol. I, p. 87; Byers's I owa in W ar Times, p. 42. 

64 
Des Moines Valley W hig (Keokuk), May 20, J une 10, 1861; Byers 's Iowa 

in War Times, p. 47. 
65 

Byers 's I owa in W ar Times, p. 45; Lathrop 's The L ife and T irnes of 
Samuel J. K irkwood, pp. 117, 137. The uniforms of the :first three r egiments 
from Iowa were gray. In the summer of 1861 General McClellan f orbade t he 
use of gray uniforms by Union troops-.- Des Moines Valley Wlitg (Keokuk) , 
September 2, 1861. 
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especially nehind, and many of them took flour sacks and 
made themselves aprons and wore them ther e instead of in 
front. When Gen. Lyon saw the fir st one of these on a 
soldier, he order ed him to r emove it at once, but when he 
found its r emoval left the whole fighting force of that sol
dier without a 'rear guard' and exposed to the jibes and 
jokes of friend and fo e, he ordered it quickly r eplaced.' ' 06 

The loyal women of the tate r esponded nobly to the task 
of outfitting the fir st Iowa r egiments. They formed '' ol
dier s ' Aid Societies '' 1and undertook to cut the cloth pur
chased and make it up into uniforms. E specially active 
wer e the ladies of Dubuque, which city was r epresented by 
two companies in the First Reg·iment. The Dubuque tailors 
also lent their aid. Indeed, two hundred and forty-eight 
people helped make uniforms for the t,vo Dubuque com
panies and nine days were consumed in the work. No 
wonder, with so many '' :finger s in the pie '', that the product 
was '' somewhat lacking in the t1·im, artistic :finish of the 
'Tailo1-. shop.' ' ' 67 The amount of clothing thus made and 
that otherwise furnished to the First Regiment was r e
ported to the House of Rep1 .. esentatives by Governor Kirk-

wood to be as follows : 

Capt . H erron 's Company, Dubuque; each man, hat, f rock coat, 
pants, t~ro flannel shirts, two pairs of socks and one pair of shoes. 

Capt . Gottschalk's ompany, Dubuque; blouse instead of coat, 
and other articles same as Capt . H erron 's. 

66 L athr op's T he Life and Tinnes of Samuel J. Kirkwood, p . 117. '' So 
r agged an appear ance did the F irst I owa pr esent on its march to Springfield, 
that Gen. Lyon called them his 'tatterdemalion gypsies, ' and when afterward 
they out ma rehed all his other troops, he called them his 'Iowa Greyhounds.' '' 
F ranc B. Wilkie wrote home that none of the F irst Iowa would '' run from a 
l ady or the enemy - f or very shame's sake they would not dare tur n aught 
but their f aces to either.'' Clean shirts, he wrote, would be acceptable, '' not 
. . . . so much f or t he sake of cleanliness as . . . . f or that of ap
pearances - clean shirts hanging out like banners in the r ear, look much better 
than dirty ones.''-Wilkie's T he I owa First : L etters from the War, p. 84. 

a1 The Dubuque H erald, May 9, 1861. 
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Capt. Cook's Company, Cedar Rapids; hat, two flannel shirts, 
pants, socks, and shoes, no jacket or coat. 

Capt. Mahanna 's Company, Iowa City; hat, jacket, pants, two 
flannel shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. Wentz 's Company, Davenport; hat, blouse, pants, two 
flannel shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. Cummins' Company, J\ifuscatine; cap, jacket, pants, two 
flannel shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. ~fason 's Company, l\f uscatine; same as Capt. Cummins. 
Capt. Matthies' Company, Burlington; hat, blouse, pants, two 

flannel shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. Streaper 's Company, Burlington; same as Capt. Matthies. 
Capt. Wise's Company, 1\It. Pleasant; same as Capt. 1\Iattbies. 
I am not sure that all the Companies were furnished with all the 

socks, shoes and shirts. Some of the shoes, I have reason to believe, 
were not of good quality, costing only from 1.25 to $1.50 per pair, 
others I know were good, costing from 2.00 to $2.50 per pair. One 
thousand extra shirts were sent to Keokuk to supply any deficiency 
that may have existed in that particular. l\Iost of the material for 
pants was satinet and not of good quality, costing, as far as the 
same came under my observation, from 40 to 60 cents per yard by 
the quantity. The entire amount expended for Clothing, so far as 
I can give it from the data in my possession, is about $12,000 or 
$13,000, including the one thousand shirts above mentioned. If it 
be desirable in your judgment to have the Companies of this Regi
ment uniformed alike, it will be nece ary to furnish all with coats 
of the same make, as also with pants, and to furnish an additional 
number of bats or caps. Hats we1 .. e procured for all, but some pre
f erred the cap and procured it, and the cost bas been provided for. 
I cannot think that all the Companies need ne\v shoes, as some of 
the shoes furnished were of excellent quality, and have not yet 
been worn more than two or three weeks. 

I am satisfied it is requisite for the comfort of these troops, that 
many of them be furnished with pantaloons and shoes, and some of 
them with socks. As the Second and Third Regimen ts will be 
clothed throughout alike, it would, no doubt, be very gratifying to 
the First Regiment to be placed in the same position, and it will 
afford me much pleasure to carry Ollt whatever may be your wishes 
in that regard. 68 

68 
Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of I owa, Vol. 

II, pp. 413, 415. 
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In r esponse to this suggestion, the General Assembly by 
joint resolution authorized Governor Kirkwood to outfit the 
First Regiment in the same manner as the econd and 
Third Regiment were clothed. He telegraphed to Mer
rill, who was in Boston : ''Furnish one thousand more, 
Pants, Coats, and hoes, same as contracted for, at same 
prices''. These outfits cost about :fifteen dollars per man. 69 

The following picturesque account is given of the Gov
ernor's Greys when they donned their :first uniforms : 

They are admirable fits, all of them, except say eighty or a hun
dred . . . . A majority of the boys are able to get their 
pantaloons from the floor by buttoning the wai tbands around their 
necks - others accomplish this desirable result by bringing the 
waistband tight up under the arms and rolling them up six or 
eight inches at the bottom. To be sure thi is a little inconvenient 
in some re pects - a fellow has to take off hi belts, then his coat, 
and then ascend one story before he can reach his pockets, and 
after reaching them they are so deep that one ha to take the pants 
off entirely before he can reach the bottom. Each pocket will hold 
a shirt, a blanket and even the wearer himself if at any time he 
finds such a retreat necessary. 

And the coats fit beautifully - almost in fact as well as the pants. 
To be sure half of them are t\vo feet too large around the wai t, and 
almost as much too small around the chest - but then these two 
drawbacks admirably offset each othe1~. In the cases of fifteen or 
twenty of them the top of the collar is but a trifle above the small of 
the ~rearer's back, and in the cases of about as many more the same 
article is a few inches above the head of their owners. The same 
collar also in some cases terminates beneath each ear, and in many 
others it sweeps away around in a magnificent curve, forming a 
vast basin whose rim is yards distant from the neck of its possessor. 
And the sleeves, too, have here and there a fault - some are so 
tight under the arms that they lift one up as if he were swinging 
upon a couple of ropes that pass underneath his armpits - others 
strike boldly out and do not terminate their voluminous course till 

69 Laws of Iowa, 1861 (Extra Session), p. 35; Shambaugh 's M essages and 
Proclamations of tlie Governors of Iowa, Vol. II, p. 421; K irlctoood Military 
Letter Book, No. 1, p. 254. 
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at a distance of several inches beyond the tips of his fingers, while 
-0thers conclude their journey after marching an inch or so below 
the elbows. 70 

Nevertheless, the work of the women was appreciated. 
The Governor's Greys adopted the follo,ving resolution: 

HEAn-Qu.ARTERs, G. GREYs, Co. I, lsT REG. I. s. r., 
VERANDAH HALL, KEOKUK, l\:Iay 15, 1861 

At a meeting of the company the following resolutions "'ere 
unanimously adopted : 

WHEREAS, The matrons and maidens of Dubuque, fired with the 
same noble patriotism and enthusiasm as inspired those of '76, and 
emulating their noble example, have left their daily avocations of 
business or pleasu1~e, to unite in aiding us to go forth properly 
accoutred to meet the enem1e of our country; therefore 

Resolved, That we appreciate "~ith the livliest emotions of grati
tude that self-sacrificing patriotism ,,·hich fio\vers indigenous in the 
breast of woman, and has prompted them to this act of kindness 
toward us. 

Resolved, That the consciousness that we shall daily carry with 
us the smiles and the prayers, the hopes and the fears of so many 
lovely faces and warm hearts, ,rill strengthen our rougher bosoms 
to endure with patience the hardships, and cour·age to meet boldly 
the dangers that may oppose us, while fighting the battles of our 
country. 

Resolved, That these uniforms, into "·hicl1 so fair· hands have 
woven so many and so kind wishes, will be an impenetrable webb to 
the entrance of traitors or co,vardly thoughts and a sacred remem
brancer of those for whose protection ,~.,.e are :figl1ting. 

Resolved, That the coats shall be our coats of arms, that they 
shall never be turn coats, that they "ill alvvays remind us of the 
petti-coats, and that while we wear the pants ,ve shall al ways pant 
for honor, and hope to make the ladies pa1·tici-pan ts of that hour. 

Resovved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
President of the Ladies' Volunteer Aid Association and to the 
daily papers of Dubuque. 

CHARLES N. CLARK, Clerk of Co. I. 
F. J. HERRQN, Capt. Co. I. 

70 Wilkie's The Iowa First : Letters from the 'War, pp. 21, 22. 
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Go,,.ernor Kirkwood also appreciated the services of the 
women of the State, for he wrote the following letter to 
Dubuque : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Des '.Ioines, Iowa, 
1\1ay 17th, 1861 

Mrs. A. 0-,illespie, Sec'y, &c., Dubuque, I owa: 
DEAR I.A.DAM: - Through the attention of D. N. Cooley Esq., 

I am informed of the voluntary services rendered by yourself and 
othe1~ ladies of Dubuque, in fitting out the t,vo companies of volun
teer from your city. 

I can not allow the occasion to pass ,vithout expressing my sin
cere thanks for this practical display of the patriotism of the ladies 
of Dubuque. . 

You have set a noble example in thus coming forward in the 
time of our need, and have shown us by this pat1"iotic offering to 
the welfare of our gallant soldiers, that it needs, but the occasion to 
reproduce the heroine of '76. With the request that you will 
convey to each and every one of the ladies connected with you in 
this good work, my assurance, that your general assistance will be 
fully appreciated by the people of the State, I beg to subscribe 
myself, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J. KmKwoon.71 

The women of Iowa rendered valuable service throug·h
out the war in making havelocks, lint, bandages, towels, 
needle books, and ,,arious kinds of hospital stores for the 
soldiers. And, indeed, the uniforms made by the women 
fitted as ·~?{ell as many of the tailored uniforms. The suits 
furnished to the Twenty-second Regi.ment in September, 
1 62, '' were most ridiculous misfits, some had to give their 
pants t,vo or three rolls at the heels, others had shirts much 
too large which were, the1"efore, bagg7, while others had to 
place paper in their hats so they would not slip down over 

11 The Dubuque W eelcly Times, May 23, 1861; Wilkie's The Iowa First : 
L etters from the War, p. 26; K irkwood Military L etter Book, No. 1, p. 142. 
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their ears.'' '' Our blouses are somewhat abbreviated,'' 
was written of the clothing furnished to the hundred day 
men of 1 64, '' and our gunboats, as we call our shoes, make 
up the size which is lacking in our blouses - presenting a 
most comical appearance.'' 72 

BLANKETS FOR THE row A TROOPS 

There "\\Tas much actual suffering among the men of the 
early regiments because of lack of equipment. Great diffi
culty was encountered in securing blankets for the men. 
They could not be bought 1 .. eadily in the East and there was 
not a sufficient quantity on hand within the tate. Many of 
the companies did not have enough blankets to g .. o around, 
and one company of the econd Regiment had ''nary blan
ket.'' Pat1'iotic citizens donated blankets by the dozen, 
some of the companies being .. supplied before they left home 
for the place of rendezvous. In fact, in October, 1 61, 
Adjutant General Baker published an order requesting all 
officer·s who were sending or bringing recruits to make 
known to their men the importance of bringing .. along at 
least one good blanket, comfort or quilt, for each volunteer. 
Captain D. B. Cla1 .. ke 's company marched clear across the 
State in December, 1 61, from Council Bluffs to Keokuk 
with only such blankets as the citizens of their .. o,vn com
munity could supply to them. In one part of the State, a 
''little trouble was had by l\1r. Allison in buying blankets 
with Iowa bonds, for use of the men so rapidly volunteer
ing. . . . Adjt. Genl. Baker, sent him word to ask once 
more for blankets, and if not forthcoming, some troops 
would be sent at once to that part of Io,va, and 'the reason 
found out. ' The blankets were soon bought now, in abun-

12 Couricil Bluffs Nonpareil, August 24, 1861; The D1.."ibu,que W eekly Tirnes, 
April 25, July 4, 1861; Burl1.ngton Dai ly Ha1.vk -Eye, June 25, 1861; Jones's 
.Reminiscences of the T wenty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, pp. 8, 9; Du
buqu,e S e1ni-Weekly Times, June 7, 1864. 
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dance.'' In August, 1 62, the Governor was still appealing 
for blankets. He requested ten thousand blankets from the 
War Department to equip the men coming into r endezvous. 
He could fu1--nish fifteen r egiments but had blankets for 
only five. '' The weather grows cold,'' he said, '' and our 
men suffer for want of clothing and blankets. '' 73 

The scarcity of equipment and the slowness with which 
the g'overnment acted were a drawback to the service. ''It 
would much hasten matters'', wrote Governor Kirkwood, 
'' if clothing and equipments could be sent to deliver as com
panies are mustered in. The delay in furnishing these to 
other regiments discourages enlistm nts.'' In 1 62 the 
lack of blankets made it impossible for the 1~egiments to be 
in rendezvous at the appointed time. The First Iowa Regi
ment did not get army uniforms until after the term of 
enlistment expired and the men were on their way home. 
Some of the other tates seemed to be treated b tter than 
Iowa. One of the men of the eventh Regiment wrote home 
from Bird's Point in the fall of 1 61 that '' it makes quite a 
difference whether a regiment hails fr'om Iowa or from 
Illinois. Shoulder strap officials recognize the difference 
between Hawkeyes and uckers. It has been with difficulty 
that our claims at the Quartermaster's and pay department 
could be recognized until Illinois regiments had been at-
tended to first.'' 74 

GE1 ERAL CO.i:JDITIO OF IOWA REGIME TS 

The first three regiments, when assembled at Keokuk, 
presented an appearance resembling a '' c1 .. azyquilt' '. One 

73 Des Moines V alley Wliig (K eokuk), May 27, 1861; The Dubuque H erald, 
May 3, 9, 1861; Burlington Daily H awk-Eye, August 14, 1861; CO'Unc1l Bluffs 
N onpareil, Oetober 26, ovember 30, 1861; Byers's I owa in, War T imes, pp. 
59, 60; War of the R ebellion: Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. II, pp. 400, 417, 

658. 
14 War of the R ebellio1i : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I , p. 499, Vol. II, p. 

486; O 'Connor 's History of the F irst R egiment of Iowa Voluriteers, p. 13; 
The Dubuque W eekly Times, November 7, 1861. 
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company was uniformed in navy blue shirt and grey pants, 
another in grey jacket and black striped pants, while still 
another had '' a dark blue coat, with green trimmings, light 
blue pants and fatigue caps of dark blue.'' 75 Other and 
bette1' uniforms were cont1'acted for by the tate. amuel 
Merrill of Clayton County took the contract for three thou
sand '' full suits or unif 01 .. ms, including shirts, drawers, 
shoes, caps and stockings'',7 6 and agreed to have them 
r eady within thirty days from the date of contract, an 
agreement which he fulfilled. The manufacturer in Boston 
kept a force busy nights and undays in order to get them 
done in time. The unif 01·ms for the Third Regiment were 
sent by express and l"'eached their destination before the 
ar1"ival of those for· the First and econd Regiments, which 
were sent by freight. These uniforms would have been 
p1"ovided sooner, but Governor Kirkwood could not get a 
response from the War Department to the question of 
whether or not the tate would be expected to furnish 11ni
f orms. As it was, some of the clothing made close connec
tions. The First and Second Reg·irnents had left Keokuk 
before thei1~ unifo1ws arrived; while the uniforms for the 
Third Regiment reached Keokuk the night before the men 
left for Hannibal, 1\1issouri. It had been remarked that if 

75 Des Moines Valley Whig (K eokuk), June 10, July 1, 1861. 
7

6 The Dubuque Weekly Times, July 4, 1 61. The first contract entered into 
was for: 

'' 2,000 Gray, all wool frock coats. 
'' 2,000 Gray, all wool pants. 
'' 2,000 Gray F elt hats. 
'' 4,000 Gray, all wool :flannel shirts. 
'' 4,000 Gray, all wool :flannel drawers. 
'' 4,000 pairs all wool knit socks. 
'' 2,000 pairs best army brogans. 

i 'Being 1 hat, 1 coat, 1 pair pants, 2 shirts, 2 pairs drawers, 2 pairs socks 
and 1 pair shoes for each man, at the price of twenty-one dollars for each 
man'' in the Second and Third regiments. Those for the First were ordered 
later.-Shambaugh's Messages an,d Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, 
Vol. II, p. 421. 
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the regiment left without their new clothing, '' they could 
only rely on scaring the secessionists to death by their 

appearance.'' 77 

The Seventh Iowa left for the front before it r eceived 
uniforms or equipment. This regiment drew no overcoats. 
Rubber blankets and ponchos were not furnished to the 
troops at that time, so the men used their gray woolen 
blankets for both raincoats and overcoats.78 

There \"\1'as, however, an occasional break in the monoto
nous record of delay. Army overcoats were distributed to 
the Second Regiment as early as eptember 27, 1 61. The 
uniforms for the Twelfth Regiment were unloaded at Du
buque bef 01·e the reg~iment left that city. Credit was given 
to William B. Allison ''for obtaining the uniforms thus 
early.'' The members of the ineteenth Regiment, when 
they left the tate for t . Louis, were in possession of 
''superb equipments''. The Twenty-second Iowa and the 
Thirtieth Iowa were speedily equipped upon their mobiliza
tion. The Forty-second Regiment received '' overcoats, 
under-clothes, hats, feathers, shoes, bugles, small drums 
and other trjmmings'' before leaving Dubuque. At one 
pe1~od in the history of the Thirty-fourth Regiment the men 
were in such good condition and so well equipped that in a 
prize drill with five of the best companies in the division, 
this regiment stood first in some respects and second in the 

aggregate. 79 

When the equipment furnished by the Federal govern-

11 Des Moi1ies Valley Whig (Keokuk), June 10, 24, July 1, 1861; War of the 
R ebellion : Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 221; The Dubuque H erald, July 

3, 1861. 
1s Smith's Hi$tory of tlie Seventh Iowa Veteran Volunteer Infa11,try, pp. 6, 7. 

19 Des Moines Valley Wliig (Keokuk), October 7, 1861; The Dubuque Weekly 
Tilmes, October 17, 1861; The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), September 10, 
1862; Byers's Iowa in War Times, p. 540; Barnett's History of tlie Twenty
seco1id R egiment Iowa Volunteer I nfantry, p. 1; Dubuque Democratic Herald, 
December 17, 1·862; Clark's The Thirty-[ ourth Io wa R egiment, p. 19. 
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ment did arrive, there ,vas often a lack of system in its de
livery. '' The clothing and camp and garrison equipage [ of 
the Eighth Reg·iment] were distributed in the following 
generous manner: Being drawn by the regimental quarter
master, they were deposited in a pile on tl1e parade ground, 
and each company commander di1,ected to march his men to 
the place, where they were supplied. Company officers 
made no requisitions and the quarte1"master took no re
ceipts.'' 80 

lthoug·h clothing was so scarce, the1~e were a few scape
graces among the troops who would sell the clothing and 
equipments issued to them for whiskey and the like. In 
December, 1 61, the Fifteenth Regiment ,vas drawn up for 
inspection, and each man required to show all his ''plun
der'', the object being to find out who were the culprits. 
Finally, the War Department issued an order prohibiting 
soldiers from selling or g·iving away clothing, arms, or 
equipments. Occasionally clothing· was stolen from the 
soldiers. 81 

When the uniforms were issued in due season to a regi
ment, there was often a delinquency in some other respect. 
Thus, although the unifo1·ms of the econd Regiment gave 
satisfaction, the knapsacks ,vere so damaged that they had 
to be rejected. Pe1'hap1s the one situation which caused the 
greatest discomfort to the soldiers was the lack of shoes. 
At one time ''only 25 men in Company H [First Regiment] 
were able to do camp duty fo1' want of hoes. Arrange
ments were made by the Company last week for 2 pairs of 
shoes on their own account.'' '' There is 1some neg~lect some
where by somebody in furnishing the voluntee1·s'', was the 

80 Byers's Iowa in War T imes, p. 496. 
81 

The W eekly Gate Ci ty (K eokuk) , D ecember 16, 1861, January 20, 1862; 
.Anamosa Eureka, ovember 20, 1863; Dubuque S emi-Weekly Times, August 7, 
1863. 
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bitter comment. ''It is fortunate they enlisted in summer 
or the State and national government would let them freeze 
to death. '' The shoes that were issued were many times 
poor in quality. When the econd Regiment received 
shoes, one man testified that he '' saw seve1~a1 of those men, 
that same day, ,vith those same shoes on their feet, and 
holding in their hands the heels, which had already dropped 
off from them.'' Many members of the Fourth Regiment 
were in camp in Council Bluffs without shoes. Poor shoes 
and scant clothing helped to raise the mortality rate of the 

Twelfth Regiment. 
Lack of shoes was a source of constant t1"ouble through-

out the period of the war. The long, hard marches soon 
wore out the shoes; and there ,vas little chance of their be
ing repaired or 1~eplaced. Many are the tales of tired and 
bleeding feet and footprints marked by blood. Many sol
dier s bound pieces of rawhide onto their feet. Several of 
the men of the ixth Regiment marched with herman to 
Knoxville, barefooted. Gloves and mittens, too, were lack
ing. Captain Kittle's company [Fifteenth Regiment] ap
peared at dress parade '' without g·loves or mittens, even in 

the coldest days.'' 82 

BAGGAGE TRAINS 

Despite the fact that equipment in general was scarce 
and difficult to obtain, the baggage " ragons of some of the 
companies in the early days of the wa1· would have rivalled 
the impedimenta trains which always accompanied the 
armies of Caesar. Before the war was over, however, the 
Iowa troops learned that heavy equipments were a hind
rance rather than an aid. The size of the equipment trains 

s2 Des Moines Valley Wliig (Keokuk), July 15, 1861; TJie Du,buque Herald, 
June 2, 18, 1861, July 30, 1862; Byers's Iowa in War Tirnes, pp. 71, 72, 498, 
522, 524, 592; The Dubuque W eekly Times, January 23, 1862; The Weekly 
Gate City (Keokuk), December 16, 1861. 
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is suggested by the fact that at one time the Confederate 
forces captured thirty-fi,re baggage wagons of the Twenty
first Iowa Reg·iment. Each company of the Eighth Regi
ment ''was allowed two six-mule teams with three for 
regimental headquar .. ters. . . . Tents, axes, hatchets 
and the knapsacks of the weak were piled into these wagons 
till they could hold no more.'' The T,velfth Regiment was 
outfitted "rith '' a full supply of camp and garrison equip
ag·e, including ibley tents, heavy mess chests, axes, spades, 
picks, ,vith kettles and pans innumerable, and an immense 
wag·on train consisting of twelve wagons, each drawn by six 
mules; two ambulances, each dra,vn by four horses.'' In 
fact, the regiment set out '' with more baggag·e and a larger 
train than would have been allowed three years later for the 
whole 16th Army Corps''. Without any doubt, ''very little, 
if any, of the heavy camp and garrison equipag"e first set 
up by the regiment at mithland survived the first summer 
campaign, if, indeed, any of it survived the battle of 
Shiloh.'' 83 

These immense trains of baggage were necessitated in 
part by the fact that such things as tents and mess chests, 
later furnished in individual sizes and carried by the men, 
were, at :61 .. st, in a form which the men could not carry. 
Instead of individual mess kits there were company mess 
kits, containing tin plates, cups, spoons, knives, and forks 
for each man. Each chest contained the mess kits of six
teen men. But ''the contents of the mess chest was soon 
di,Tided up, each man carrying .. his own plate, cup, knife and 
spoon in his haversack with his rations' '.84 The first tents, 
too, were of the Sibley pattern, invented by General ibley 

83 Dubuque Democratic H erald, December 3, 1862 ; Byers 's Iowa in War 
1.'imes, p. 496 ; Reed's Campaigns and Battles of the Twelf th R egiment, pp. 
11, 13. 

84 Reed's Ca1npaigns and Battles of the T welfth R egi1nent, pp. 12, 13. 
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and modeled after the Indian tepee. They were cone
sha ped, about sixteen feet across at the base and supported 
by a pole in the center which had an iron tripod foot. The 
top of the pole supported an iron ring about one foot in 
diameter, to which the cloth of the tent was attached, thus 
leaving an opening one foot across at the apex of the tent 
for ventilation. Each tent accommodated sixteen men, who 
slept with their heads toward the outer edge of the tent. 
There was room in the center for a fire. But these tents 
were too heavy and unwieldy for active service, and soon 
gave place to the small wedge tent, which in turn was sup
planted by the '' shelter'', or ''pup'' tent, just large enough 
for two men, and so arranged that each man could carry 
half a tent. When these tents were used it was not neces
sa1 .. y to await the wagons before camp could be made.85 

TRAXSPORTATIO~ OF TROOPS 

Very different from the pre&ent-day mobilization of 
troops in the g1~eat concentration camps were the methods 
employed in transporting troops to, and caring for them in, 
the rendezvous camp of 1 61 and 1 62. It is true that the 
railways of the day offered to carry free all volunteer 
companies of troops whose services were accepted by the 
Governor, bt1t the mileage of Iowa railroads in 1 61 was 
ve1 .. y small, and most of the troops were compelled to march 
overland, or travel by stage at least a part of the way. 
Some companies, of course, were carried down the Missis
sippi River by boats. Regiments were raised by squads 

85 Reed's Ga1npaigns and B attles of the T1velfth R egi1nent, pp. 12, 13. The 
Third Cavalry was provided with Sibley tents,- D es M oines Valley Whig 
(Keokuk), October 14, 1861 - but the Sixth Cavalry was supplied '' a small, 
inferior tent' '.-Dubuque Democratic H erald, March 25, 1863. Another style 
of tent was used by some of the r egiments - the wedge tent.- Jones 's Rem
iniscences of the Thirty-second I owa Volunteer I nfantry, p. 10. 

The Sibley tents and the ''pup'' tents are the two most commonly used in 
army and militia camps at the present time. 
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and companies over the entire tate, and those which 
marched to rendezvous, especially, underwent many hard
ships.86 cantily clothed, often without tents, and many of 
them barefooted, they tramped through mud and mire, 
stumbled over frozen clods, and slept without covering in 
the rain and sleet. A Des IYI oines company t1 .. aveled over
land to Council Bluffs in coaches of the Western tage
coach Company at the price of $4.00 a pa senger.87 

Those who were transported do,vn the Mississippi River 
at times fared little better. Herded on to open barges, ,vith 
snow falling, the wind s,veeping down the ri,.,er, and the 
temperature hovering about the freezing mark, the troops 
were chilled to the bone. One commander refused such 
transportation and marched his men back to camp until 
something· better could be arranged. And yet Adjutant 
Gene1"al Baker was ver·y attentive to the care given Iowa 
troops. Even the smallest details were watched. A Mis
sissippi River steamboat company ca1--rying soldiers under 
contract wished also to take on freight. ''Yes,'' tele
graphed Baker, '' take the freight on if you wish to, but if 
you do, you take no Iowa soldiers.'' ome of the hardships 
endu1,ed on these mobilization marches and in the camp 
were almost as g·reat as those suffered later in the iield.88 

TE TS A D BARRACKS 

Tents were an absolute necessity to troops which were 
raised in all parts of the tate. And yet many of the com-

86 The Dubuque Weekly Times, April 25, 1 61; Byers's Iowa in War Times, 
p. 43; War of tJie R ebellion : Offic ial Records, Ser. III, Vol. II, p. 171. 

87 
Ccn.1,1icil Bluffs Nonpareil, July 20, 1861. At the very outset of the war, 

three companies of United States troops which had been orderecl east from 
Fort Randall had to be transported across Iowa, via De: Moines and Daven
port, '' Owing to the fact that the management of the Hannibal & St. Joseph 
Railroad, at the dictation of the people along the line of the road, refuses to 
transport them across Missouri''.- Council Bluffs Nonpareil, May 4, 1 61. 

8
8 Reed's Campaigns and Battles of the Twelfth R egiment, p. 9; Byers's 

Iowa in War Times, p. 58. 
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panies did not have them. In the first months of the war 
tents could not be secured from Washington, but orders 
were given to get them whe1--ever they could be found. As 
late as June 23, 1 62, Adjutant General Baker wrote to 
Secretary Stanton that '' tents are indispensable . . . . 
Let me have the tents [for the Eighteenth Regiment] imme-

diately. Are they on the way1'' 89 

E,Ten upon arri,7 al at the place of rendezvous the first 
few regiments were supplied onl with tents. Indeed, they 
could not go into camp upon arrival, but were housed in 
empty halls, store buildings, and the like until tents were 
secured. The Governor's Greys of Dubuque upon their 
arri,,.al in Keokuk were located in '' the U. . Court House'', 
and the othe1.. companies were given quarter in a large 
brick building in the center of the town. The bunks wer'e 
filled with clean straw and the quarters ,vere very satisfac
tory; in fact more comfortable than those provided later in 
camp. For then seven men were squeezed into a small tent 
and no straw or hay was allowed to the men to lie on.90 

Barracks were provided for later companies, although 
they were always very rough structures and not always 
snugly built. The lumber was furnished by the govern
ment; and the actual work of construction was often done 
by the troops themselves. ome of the barracks were con
structed of pine lumber, others of logs, plastered in the 
interstices; some were shingled, while others were not; and 
some were heated, although most of them were not. The 
ordinary barrack was twenty by fifty feet in dimensions, 
and ho-o.sed one company. There were some double bar
racks for two companies. They were built '' without floors, 

s9 Des Moin,es Valley Whig (Keokuk), May 20, 1861; War of t]ie R ebellio1t : 

Official R ecords, Ser. III, Vol. II, p. 171. 
90 Wilkie's The Iowa, First: L etters from the War, p. 16; Des Moines Valley 

Whig (K eokuk), May 27, 1861. 
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'\\ri.ndows or chimnies' ', and '' with two platforms, one above 
the other, each about twelve feet wide, extending the whole 
length of the building, each platform intended to give sleep
ing accommodations for fifty men, twenty-five on each side, 
heads tog·ether in the middle.'' Of the bar1 .. acks for one 
reg·iment it was estimated that the expense of building was 
about two dollars per man.91 There is evidence that later 
barracks were more comfortable. It was said that those 
erected for the Eighth Cavalry Regiment would ''be supe-
1·ior to any that have heretofore been erected in this tate. 
They ,vill be built in the most substantial manner, and fitted 
,vith all the improvements for comfort and cleanliness 
which expe1·ience has sug·g .. ested during the wa1'.'' The bar
racks erected in 1863 at amp IcClellan fo1' the conscripts 
were ''made of bran new lumber, with excellent ventilation 
and comfortable bunks.'' The tables we1·e put up in the 
open, and '' consisted of a plank about a foot wide, and six
teen feet long, with stakes driven in the ground for legs' '.92 

RATIO J. S AJ\1D FOOD SlTPPLIES 

The situation with regard to the rations dealt out to the 
Iowa troops was no different than that ,,yith respect to the 
other things furnished. Undoubtedly many of the com
panies received proper and sufficient food o,.,.er considerable 
periods of time, but there "Tere others who did not, and 
these latter instances, of course, have been emphasized. As 
a matter of fact, the army rations were fixed by law. 
''Twenty-two ounces of bread 01 .. flour, or one pound of 
hard bread . . . . fresh beef shall be issued . . . . 
when practicable, in place of salt meat; beans and rice or 

91 
Sperry's History of the 33d Iotva I n fantry, p. 2; Lothrop 's A. History of 

the First R egiment Io1.va Cavalry, p. 34; Reed 's Campa 1grts and Battles of the 
Twelfth R egiment, pp. 3, 4; Tlie Dubuque W eekly T i1nes, December 19, 1861. 

92 
Dubuq_ue Semi-Weekly T i ,nes, July 31, December 8, 1863; Smith's History 

of the Seventh Io wa Veteran, Volun,t eer I nf an try, pp. 5, 6. 
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hominy . . . . and one pound of potatoes per man 
shall be issued at least three times a week, if practi0able; 
and when these articles cannot be issued in these propor
tions, an equivalent in value shall be issued in some other 
p1'oper food, and a ration of tea may be substituted for a 
ration of coffee' '.93 In the Eighth I owa Regiment the first 
issue of hard tack ''nearly cr'ea ted insurrection. '' Later 
the men came to thank their star s that they had even hard 
tack and its companion ration-''sow bosom''-to eat. 
11any were the days when "\: hole companies went without a 
bite to eat. '' othing but beans one meal and a small piece 
of side-meat for the next'' is a representative entry in the 
journals of many of the soldier s. 

The first companies, while in r endezvous camps, were 
regaled with every kind of gustatory luxury in addition to 
substantial eatables. But in spite of this fact at times there 
was a scarcity of food, especially potatoes. Eggs were 
plenty and sold at six dozen for a quarter.94 In 1 62 and 
1 63 individuals and oldiers' Aid ocieties were kept busy 
supplying vegetables and other-- food supplies to the troops 
in the field and to the sick in the hospitals. The name of 
11rs. Annie Wittenmyer stands at the head of the list of 
those active in this work. Early in 1 63 she sent out an 
appeal for ''potatoes, onions, corn-meal, dried fruit, eggs, 
butter, cheese, krout, cranberries, dried rusks, beer, ale, 
l1orseradish, pepper, spice, dried berries, pickles, ginger 
snaps, soda crackers, codfish, anything that will afford nu-

trition, or variety' '.9 5 

93 War of the Rebellion: Official Records, Ser. III, Vol. I, p. 399. 

94Byers's I owa in War Times, p. 496; Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk), 
June 10, 17, July 1, 1861; Wilkie's The Iowa First: Letters from the War, p. 
38; B1.1,rlington Daily Hawk-Eye, June 4, 1861; The Dubuque Herald, May 14, 

1861. 
95 Dubuque Semi-Weekly Times, September 8, 1863; Kirkwood Military Let

ter Book, o. 6, pp. 72, 73; The Weekly Gate City (Keokuk), March 4, 1862. 
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Of one thing there seems to have been no lack among the 
early r egiments : beer and other liquors were supplied by 
friendly citizens in great quantities. '' The friends of all 
the companies a1·e extr emely liberal in one particular re
spect . . . . and that is in sending in supplies of 
liquors'', wrote Franc B. Wilkie in an account of the First 
Iowa Regiment. '' Every exp1 .. ess that comes in - every 
company that arri,tes, brings . . . . a big supply of 
drinking~ materials. Half or more of the carts in Keokuk 
are constantly engag·ed in hauling these supplies into camp. 
The come in the shape of a ten gallon keg of whiskey -
a 'choice bottle of old brandy' and a 'nice bottle of cocktail' 
- a couple of keg·s of lager - in short, in all shapes, from 
all parts of the tate '.96 

The reg·imental and company flags were quite uniformly 
gifts of the home communities, and very often were the 
handiwork of the women. ometimes complimentary equip
ment and regimentals we1·e also presented to the officers.97 

EQUIPMENT OF CAVALRY REGIME TS 

Some of the cavalry regiments were unusually well 
equipped. The horses, arms, and accoutrements of the 
First Iowa Caval1 .. y Regiment were said to be of ''quite re
markable excellence''. In December, 1 61, the Third Iowa 
Cavalry was ''the largest and best mounted body of men'' 
at Benton Barracks. It contrasted very decided} with the 
Third Michig·an Cavalry. The latter was said to be ''worse 
off in the matter of horses than Falstaff's r egiment ,vas for 

96 Wilkie's The Iowa First : L etters from the War, pp. 39, 40. 
97 A nnals of I owa (First Series ), Vol. I, p. 135. Scott's Story of the Thirty

Second Iou;a Infantry Volunt eers, p. 34; Barney's R ecollecttons of Field Ser
vice with the Twen tieth I owa I nfan,try Volunteers, p. 19; -Lothrop 's A History 
of the First R egiment Iowa Cavalry, pp. 19, 21, 22; Pierce 's H istory of the 
Second Iowa Cavalry, p. 11; Dub-uque Democratic H erald, January 7, 1863; 
Des Moines Valley Whig (Keokuk), June 10, 1861. 
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shirts; there's but one horse in the whole regiment, and 

that's a mule!' ' 98 

The big task was to secure horses that were acceptable. 
To some companies horses were furnished by the govern
ment; while to soldiers who owned their horses forty cents 
per day was paid for the use of their mounts. Cavalry 
horses were required to be fifteen hands and one inch high, 
and from five to nine years old. The Fourth Iowa Cavalry 
secured a full supply of remarkably good horses. They 
were purchased and examined under the personal super
vision of Colonel Porter. He took especial pride in mount
ing his men. '' He assigned the horses to the several com
panies in different colors. Many companies, of course, were 
mounted upon bays. The next highest n11mber were on 
sorrels, and the next on browns. But Company A had 
grays, and Company K blacks . . . . The Regimental 
Band . . . . all rode fine large roans. There was a 
continued effort made during the early part of the service 
of the regiment to maintain this arrangement of the colors, 
fresh horses being distributed, as far as possible, in accord
ance with it; but the difficulty of obtaining horses steadily 
increased, and the maintenance of the colors became im-

practicable.'' 99 

During the early months of the war the cavalrymen car-
ried an immense amount of equipment, as is shown in the 

following description: 

Mounted upon his charger, in the midst of all the paraphernalia 
and adornments of war, a moving arsenal and military depot, he 
must have struck surprise, if not terror, into the minds of his 
enemies. Strapped and strung over his clothes, he carried a big 

98 The Dub'uque Weekly Times, November 21, 1861; The W eekl,y Gate City 

(Keokuk), December 16, 1861. 
99 Lothrop 's A History of the First Regiment Iowa Cavalry, p. 31; Th8 

Dubuque H erald, July 21, August 6, 1861; .Anamosa Eureka, October 31, 1862; 
Scott's The Story of a Cavalry R egiment, p. 22. 
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sabre and metal scabbard four feet long, an Austrian rifle or a 
heavy revolver, a box of cartridges, a box of percussion caps, a tin 
canteen for ,,~ater, a haversack containing ra £ions, a tin coffee-cup, 
and such other devices and traps as ,, ere recommended to his fancy 
as useful or beautiful. The ,veight of all thi easily reached or 
exceeded twenty-five pounds. The army clothing \Vas heavy, and, 
"'vith the overcoat, must have been t\,Tenty pounds. So this man, 
intended e pecially for light and active service, carried on his body, 
in the early part of his career, a ,veight of nearly fifty pound . 
When he was on foot he moved \V1th a great clapping and clanking 
of his arms and accoutrements, and so constrained by the many 
bands crossing his body that any rapid motion \Yas absurdly im
possible. When he ,vas mounted, l1i urrounding equipments ,vere 
doubled in number, and his appearance became more ridiculous. 
His horse carried, fastened to the saddle, a pair of thick leather 
holsters 1'1 itl1 pistols, a pair of addle-bags filled witl1 the rider's 
extr·a clothing, toilet articles, and mall belongings, a nose-bag, 
perhaps :filled with corn, a heavy leathe1~ halter, an iron picket-pin 
,vith a long lariat or rope for tetl1ering tl1e hor e, usually t\vo 
horse-shoes with extra nails, a curry-comb and horse-brush, a set of 
gun-tools and materials fo r the care of arms, a rubber blanket or 
po1iclio, a pair of woollen blankets, a blou e, a cap or hat, and uch 
otl1er utensils and articles of clotl1ing or decoration as the O\vner 
was pleased to keep. This ma of furniture, ~ ith the saddle, would 
weig·h in most ca es seventy pouncls. o, in tl1e fir t marche , tl1e 
unfortunate horse ~ras compelled to carry a burden ranging from 
two hundred to t,vo hundred and fifty pounds. When the rider ,vas 
in the addle, begirt with all his magazine, it ,,?as easy to imagine 
him protected from any ordina17 assault. His properties ro e be
fore and bel1ind him like fortifications, and tho e trung over hi 
shoulders covei-·ed well hi flank . To tl1e uninitiated it \',as mystery 
how the rider got into the saddle; ho,v he could rise to a 11fficient 
heigl1t and ho\v then descend upon tl1e seat vvas the proble1n. The 
irreverent infantry said it ,Yas done vtith the aid of a derrick, or 
by first climbing to the top of a high fence or the fork of a tree. 

It ,,,.as perhaps due to the custom of carrying the e complex in
cumbrances that the story became current among tl1e rebels in the 
East, in tl1e early part of the \var, that tl1e Yankee cavalrymen 
were strapped to tl1eir saddles to prevent their running away. 
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Yet some of the men \Vere not content with the regulation load. 
They added a set of plate-armor to it. Among the scor of arti
cles for various uses which were peddled in the camps ,vithin the 
fir t }rear of the \,ar, wa an '' armored vest.'' It ,,ya a vest of blue 
cloth, cut in military style, with t,,o plates of steel, formed to fit 
the body and fastened between the cloth and the lining, so as to 
cover the front of the wearer from the neck to the ,vaist. amples 
of the plates \,"ere exhibited in the camps, -with deep marks upon 
them where bullets had failed to penetrate, a spectacle ,vhich, with 
the glib tongue of the dealers, induced a few of the officers and 
men to buy; and some of the horse , accordingly, had eight or ten 
pounds more to carry. 

,. ot for long, however did any of the hor e bear these dreadful 
loads. The evident bad effect upon the horses, the care of o many 
articles, the fact that some of them "rere not used often enough to 
justify the trouble of keeping them, and the invaluable les on 
steadily taught by expe1--ience, that only a fe,v things are really 
1ieeded by a soldier, pre ented a ucce ion of reasons for diminish
ing the inventor3r. The fe,v '' armored ,rest '' di appeared on the 
first march. The lariat wa of little u e, it often entangled the feet 
of horses and bu1--ned them, and, with it big picket-pin it ,vas 
''lost''. The no e-bag \\7as tl1ro,,rn a\vay by 1nany, and carried 
empty as much as possible by others. The rider's clothing was 
reduced to the least po sible - a mere change of underclothing in 
addition to the garments ,,01--n. The hat ,vas tripped of its trim
mings, or disappeared entirely in favor of the cap. The pair of 
blanket "'·as 1--educed to a single one. Of the small articles for 
toilet and other uses, only those ab olutely nece ary 1Yere retained. 
One l1orseshoe and four nails only ""ere carried, unless there ,,ras 
an exp1"ess orde1~ to carry more. If a cu1--ry-comb 01 .. brush dis
appeared, no matter--,- one man "Tith a comb and anotl1e1-- ,vith a 
brush had enough for tvvo. Even the upply remaining according 
to this description wa further reduced by many of the men. It 
became a fine art ho,v to lessen the burden of the hor e; and the 
best soldiers ,vere those "'Those horses \\'ere packed so lightly that 
the carbine \\"as the biggest part of the load. If it i a ,,,onder in 
the first campaign how a cavalr:y·man could get on to or move his 
horse ~·hen equipped for the field, the ,vonder afterward came to 
be, ho\v a man could live with so meagre an equipm.ent.100 

100 Scott's The Story of a Cavalry R egiment, pp. 26-29. 
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CONCLUSION 

The State of Iowa furnished its full quota of men for the 
northern armies during the Civil War. If these men were 
at tjmes not promptly and properly equipped, if they were 
forced to undergo unnecessary hardships and privations, it 
was not due to lack of interest and endeavor on the part of 
the State authorities to see that the troops r eceived prop
er care. Nor was there any lack of patriotism, loyalty, 
and sacrifice on the part of the citizens of Iowa who re
mained at home. Money, supplies, and personal services 
were generously given in order that the soldiers might have 
every possible comfort. The untiring labors of Gove1~or 
Kirkwood in outfitting and caring for the Iowa soldiers, the 
incessant toil of Adjutant General athaniel B. Baker in 
looking after the welfare of '' his boys'', and the patriotism 
and loyalty of the men and women of the tate make bright 
the pages of this pe1"iod of Iowa history. 
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