NOTES AND COMMENT

An unusually large collection of Indian arrow-heads and other
relics is in the possession of Mr. E. R. Ballard of West Union, lowa.

William B. Martin, who was Secretary of State of Iowa from
1901 to 1907, died in Des Moines on June 11, 1916. Mr. Martin
was also a Representative in the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth
General Assemblies of Iowa.

Availing themselves of the provisions of the law, the supervisors
of Crawford County have voted to erect a soldiers’ monument on
the courthouse square, to cost not more than ten thousand dollars.

State Superintendent A. M. Deyoe has sent out a request that
October 20th be observed as Towa Day in all the publiec schools of
the State. It is planned that on that day special attention will be
oiven to the history, people, resources, and industries of lowa.

The class in anthropology at the State University of Iowa, under
the direction of Dr. Lorin Stuckey, made an investigation this
spring of the Indian mounds along the Iowa River in Johnson
County.

Professor Carl L. Becker of the University of Kansas has ae-
cepted a position as professor of history in the University of Min-

nesota.

Mr. Henry Field of Shenandoah has purchased a five-acre tract
of land which was once the site of a Mormon village known as
Manti, established in 1847. A graveyard and an old house are the
only reminders of the old village. Mr. Field will make his summer
home on the land which he has purchased.

Colonel Charles Cummins Horton, Commandant of the Iowa Sol-
diers’ Home at Marshalltown from 1897 to March of the present
year, died on April 21, 1916. Colonel Horton was born in New
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York in 1839, and came to Towa with his parents in 1848, settling
at Muscatine. During the Civil War he rose from the rank of pri-
vate to that of lieutenant colonel of the Second Iowa Cavalry.

The Fort Dodge chapter of the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution will preserve and restore to its original appearance the log
cabin in Oleson Park in that city, which was a part of the old fort
and which 1s doubtless the oldest building in that city.

The University of Texas, the University of California, the Li
brary of Congress, and the Texas State Library are cooperating in
financing the transeription of documents in the archives of Seville.
Spain, bearing on the history of Texas and the Southwest. The
work 1s being done by Mr. William E. Dunn of the University of

Texas.

A newspaper item states that the Allison memorial on the capitol
grounds at Des Moines will not be completed as soon as expeeted,
owing to the increase in the cost of materials and the lack of skilled
workersg.

Benjamin P. Birdsall was born in Wisconsin in 1858. His edu-
cation was received in the common schools of ITowa and in the law
department of the State University of Iowa. He was Distriet
Judge of the eleventh district from 1893 to 1900, and in 1903 he
succeeded David B. Henderson as Representative in Congress from
the Third Congressional District, a position which he held until
1909. Judge Birdsall died at his home in Clarion on May 16, 1916.

The city council of Oskaloosa has given to the city of Council
Bluffs permission to erect a replica of the statue of Chief Mahaska
which stands in the city park at Oskaloosa. Permission has also
been granted by the donor and sculptor of the original statue. Mr.
Edgar R. Harlan, Curator of the Historical Department of Iowa,
conducted the negotiations which resulted in this agreement. It 15
the plan to erect the replica monument in Council Bluffs to mark
the western end of the Mormon Trail across Iowa.

A fine oil portrait of Theodore Sutton Parvin has been presented
to the State University of Iowa by his former pupils and friends.
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Mr. Parvin, who died in 1901, was one of Iowa’s best known eciti-
zens. He was private secretary to Robert Lucas, the first Terri-
torial Governor of Towa; and during the following half-century he
witnessed the upbuilding of a State from a few frontier settlements.
For nine years he was professor of natural history in the State
University. He was a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity
in Towa: and was for many years the secretary of the State His-
torical Society of Towa. It may be said that no other man of his
period was so actively interested in the preservation and recording
of the pioneer history of lowa.

For nearly ten years there has been in operation in Cedar Rapids
a business known as the Torch Press Book Shop, conducted by Mr.
William H. Miner. This was the first and only enterprise of the
kind in Towa, and during the years since its establishment 1t has met
the success which it has deserved. It has been the means of re-
claiming and rendering accessible to collectors and public libraries
thousands of rare and valuable books; and its name has become
known throughout the country. Now there comes the announcement
that there has been established at 3518-3522 Franklin Avenue, St.
Loouis, a bookselling business known as ‘‘The William Harvey
Miner Company, Inec., Antiquarian Booksellers and Importers™,
with the intention of ‘‘continuing the work and upholding the
ideals of the Torch Press Book Shop’’. Mr. Miner is the president
of the new company, and Mr. Luther A. Brewer the vice president.

The one hundredth anniversary of the founding of Fort Arm-
strong was fittingly observed on Rock Island and in the cities of
Rock Island, Moline, and Davenport during the week of June 18th
to 24th. The movement for the celebration was originated by the
Rock TIsland County Historical Society and the Historical Section
of the Davenport Academy of Sciences, and it was under the direc-
tion of these organizations that the exercises were conducted. Be-
ginning with sermons in the various churches, there were addresses,
picnics, parades, fireworks, and pageants (both in the daytime and
at night), including an illuminated river pageant. Omne of the
chief points of interest during the celebration was the old block-
house on Rock Island. The presence of a descendant of Black
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Hawk, the great Indian leader, added to the interest of the ocea-
sion. A fine collection of relics of the early days was on display in
the rooms of the Davenport Academy of Sciences. Altogether, the
celebration was a decided success and attracted a large number of
people.

CONTRIBUTORS

Jacos Vaxn per Zeg, Assistant Professor of Political Science
in The State University of Iowa. (See THE IlowA JOURNAL OF
HisTtory AND Poritics for January, 1913, p. 142.)

Rura A. Gavvamer, Library Research Associate in The
State Historical Society of Iowa. (See THE IowA JOURNAL OF
History aAND Porrrics for January, 1916, p. 156.)

Dan Eonserr CrArk, Associate KEditor in The State His-
torical Society of Iowa. (See THE IowaA JOURNAL OF HISTORY
AND Porrrics for April, 1915, p. 307.)
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