
NOTES AND OOMME T 
.An unusually large collection of Indian arrow-heads and other 

relics is in the possession of 1\fr. E. R. Ballard of W est Union, Iowa. 

William B. 1\1artin, who was Secretary of State of Io,va from 
1901 to 1907, died in Des 1\Ioines on June 11, 1916. Mr. Martin 
"\\as also a Repre entative in the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth 
General A emblies of lo\va. 

Availing themselves of the provisions of the law, the supervisors 
of Cra ,vford County have voted to erect a soldiers' monument on 
the courthouse quare, to cost not more than ten thousand dollars. 

Qtate uperintendent A. 1\1. Deyoe has sent out a request that 
October 20th be observed as Iov\ra Day in all the public schools of 
the State. It is planned that on that day special attention will be 
given to the history, people, resour ces, and industries of Io,va. 

The class in anthropology at the State University of Iowa, under 
the direction of Dr. Lorin Stuckey, made an investigation this 
pring of the Indian mounds along the lov\ra River in Johnson 

County. 

Professor Carl L. Becker of the University of Kansas has ac­
cepted a position as professor of history in the University of Min­

nesota. 

~Ir. Henry Field of henandoah has purchased a five-acre tract 
of land v\rhich was once the site of a 1\1ormon village known as 
Manti, establi hed in 184 7. A graveyard and an old house are the 
only reminders of the old village. 1\1r. Field will make his summer 
home on the land which he has purchased. 

Colonel Charles Cummins Horton, Commandant of the Iowa Sol­
diers' Home at Marshalltown from 1897 to March of the present 
year, died on April 21, 1916. Colonel Horton was born in New 
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York in 1839, and came to Iowa with his parents in 1848, settling 
at lvfuscatine. During the Civil War he rose from the rank of pri­
vate to that of liel1tenant colonel of the Second Iowa Cavalry. 

The Fort Dodge chapter of the Daughters of the American Revo­
lution will preserve and restore to its original appearance the log 
cabin in Oleson Park in that city, which was a part of the old fort 
and \vhich is doubtless the oldest building in that city. 

The University of T exas, the University of California, the Li­
brary of ongre s, and the Texas State Library are cooperating in 
:financing the t1·anscription of documents in the archives of Seville, 
Spain, bearing on the history of T exas and the Southwest The 
,vork is being done by Ir. William E. Dunn of the Univer it)' of 
Texas. 

A ne\vspaper item states that the Allison memorial on the capitol 
grounds at Des ~Ioines \'.rill not be completed as soon as expccte(l, 

owing to the increase in the cost of materials and the lack of skilled 
workers. 

Benjamin P. Birdsall ,vas born in Wisconsin in 1858. His edu­
cation ,vas received in the common schools of Iowa and in the la,v 
department of the tate University of Io"·a. H e ,vas District 
Judge of the eleventh district f rom 1893 to 1900, and in 1903 he 
succeeded David B. H enderson a Repre entative in Congress fron1 

the Third Congre sional District, a position which he l1eld 1111til 

1909. Judge Bird all died at his home in Clarion on ~IaJr 16, 1916. 

The city council of Oskaloo a has given to the city of Council 
Bluffs permis ion to erect a r eplica of the statue of Chief l\Iahaska 
\\·hich stands in the city park at Oskaloosa. P er1nis ion l1as also 
been granted by the donor and sculptor of the original statue. ~Ir. 
Edgar R. Harlan, Curator of the Historical Department of Jo,rn, 
conducted the negotiations which r e ulted in this agreeme11t. It is 
the plan to erect the r eplica monument in Council Bluffs to 111n rk 
the \Vestern end of the Iormon Trail across Iowa. 

A fine oil portrait of Tl1eodore Sutton Parvin has been pre5cntecl 

to the State University of Iowa by his former pupils and fr1e11ds. 
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J\!Ir. Parvin, who died in 1901, was one of Io,va's best kno,vn citi­
zens. He ,vas private secretary to Robert Luca , the first Terri­
torial Governor of Io,va; and during the follo\ving half-century he 
witnes ed the upbuilding of a tate from a fe,v frontier settlements. 
For nine years he V\1as p1--of e or of natural history in the State 

niversity. He was a prominent member of the 1\1asonic fraternity 
in Io,,·a; and ,,·a for many years the secretary of the State His­
torical ociety of Io,,1a. It may be said that no other man of hi 
period \vas so actively intere ted in the preservation and recording 
of the pionee1-- history of Iowa. 

For nearly ten years there has been in operation in Cedar Rapids 
a business known as the Torch Press Book hop, conducted by 1Ir. 
\\rilliam H. 1\liner. This was the first and only enterprise of tre 
kind in Iowa, and during the year since its establishment it has met 
the success ,vhich it has deserved. It ha been the means of re­
claiming and rendering accessible to collectors and public libraries 
thousands of rare and valuable books; and its name has become 
kno,vn throughout the country. Now there comes tl1e announcement 
that there has been e tabli hed at 3518-3522 Franklin A venue, St. 
Louis, a bookselling business known as '' The William Harvey 
1iiner Company, Inc., Antiquarian Booksellers and Importers'', 
with the intention of '' continuing the work and upholding the 
ideals of the Torch Press Book Shop''. Mr. l\1iner is the president 
of the new company, and 11r. Luther A. Brewer the vice president. 

The one hundredth anniversary of the founding of Fort Arm­
strong ,vas :fittingly observed on Rock I land and in tl1e cities of 
Rock Island, 1Ioline, and Davenport during tl1e week of June 1 th 
to 24th. The movement for the celebration was originated by the 
Rock Island County Historical Society and the Historical Section 
of the Davenport Academy of Sciences, and it ,vas under the direc­
tion of these organizations that the exercises were conducted. Be­
ginning " 1ith sermons in the various churches, there were addresses, 
picnics, parades, fireworks, and pageants (both in the daytime and 
at night), including an illuminated river pageant. One of the 
chief points of interest during the celebration ,vas the old block­
house on Rock Island. The presence of a descendant of Black 
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Hawk, the great Indian leader, added to the interest of the occa­
sion. A fine collection of relics of the early days was on display in 
the rooms of the Davenport Academy of Sciences. Altogether, the 
celebration was a decided success and attracted a large number of 
people. 

JACOB VAN DER ZEE, ssistant Professor of Political Science 
in The tate niversity of Iowa. (See THE IowA JOURNAL OF 
HISTORY AND POLITICS for January, 1913, p. 142. ) 

RuTH . GALLAHER, Library Research Associate in The 
tate Historical ociety of Iowa. ( ee THE Iow A J OURN.A.L OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS for January, 1916, p. 156.) 

DA ELBERT CLARK, Associate Editor in The State His-
torical ociety of Iowa. ( See THE Iow A JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS for April, 1915, p. 307.) 
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