
THE REMOVAL OF THE C PITA.L FR011 IOWA 

ITY TO DE 1011 E 

The fir st settlements in Io,va clustered along the 11issis
sippi River. Dubuque, Da,,.enport, Bloomington (no,v 
Muscatine), Burling·ton, and Fort fadi on sp1·ang up from 
mining camp, p1 .. i ate land 1·e er,Te, boat landin°·, t1--ading·
post, or milita1·y garri on into bu tling frontier towns. 
But it was not long before the f e1·tile p1 .. airie to the west 
began to lure the pionee1·s away f1·om the hills along the 
river. In A.ug·ust 1 36, the population of the t,vo countie 
i11 the Io,~ta country was 10 531. T,\"e11t}"-one month later 
the census sho,ved an increa e of one hund1 .. ed and seventeen 
percent. Of the 22, 59 pe1·sons then in Iowa, 7755, or o,Ter 
33.9 percent, we1·e living in countie not ,vashed by the 11i -
si sippi; and after t,vo more ~ ears out of a total population 
of 43,112, o,Te1-- 44.1 pe1 .. cent, or 19,041 people, ,ve1"e inhabit
ants of inland counties.1 

This rapid shifting of the center of population we tvlard 
broug·ht ,vith it the need of road , mail routes, and other 
conve11iences. By no mea11s the lea t pe1 .. sistent of the de
mancls of the people was for the location of the capital of 
the Te1·1·itory near the center of population. T1--avel in those 
days was not the neg·lig·ible consideration it now is. Indeed, 
the p1·oblem of accessibility led to the opinion that the seat 
of government should occupy a central position geog1·aph
ically as well as with respect to the mass of population. 

The First Leg·islative Assembly of the Territo1--y of Iowa, 
having in mind the futu1·e developme11t of the Te1--rito1--y, 

1 Newhall 's Sketches of l olva, pp. 114, 115, 120, 122, 123, 129, 130, 132, 247, 
248; Iowa Historical and Cornparative Census, l 80, p. 196. 
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made provi ion for the establishment of the permanent seat 
of governm ent at some point within J ohnson County ; and 
Governor Robert Luca approved the act on January 21, 
1 39.2 F or three year , or u11til the public building~ at 
I owa City- for such "ras to be the nam of the capital of 
I owa - ,,,.e1~e declared 1--eady for occupancy, the Legislative 
A sembly ,,tas t o continu to holcl its meeting at Burling
ton.3 A supplementary act authorized the Go,,.ernor to 
'' apply to ongre fo 1" a donation of, or a pr -emption to, 
four sections of land on which to locate th s at of g·o,,.ern
ment''; while a joint r e olution instruct cl William vV. 
Chapman, Territorial Del g·ate to 0110-r ess, to ask fo r a 
donation of '' at lea t four section of land, on ,vhich to lo
cate the seat of government of tl1e Te1·ritoI'Y of I o,va ' '.4 

2 Johnson County had been created only thirteen months before, on December 
21, 1837.- Garver 's History of tlie Establisli1ne11t of Counties in Iozva in THE 
IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. VI, p 387. 

3 A matter bearing upon the location of the capital, but having only inci
dental significance, was the location of the executive offices. The Organic Act 
establishing the Territorial government of Iowa contained no prov1s1on requir
ing the GoYernor or Secretary to keep offices at the seat of government. Thus 
when the capital was remoYed to Io" a City it did not include the rernoval of the 
executive offices. GoYernor John C'l1ambers took an aversion to Iowa City, de
claring that he would reside in Burlington. It appears that he had an office at 
Iowa City only cluring sessions of the Legislative Assembly. In 1 44 a memorial 
was addressed to Congress asking that the Governor and Secretary be required 
to keep their offices at Iowa City. It was introduced in the Council, passed both 
houses, and was presented to the Governor for his approval. 

This question was raised again in 1848 when a resolution was offered in the 
Senate to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill "hieh would require 
the Governor of the State to reside and keep his office at the seat of government, 
but nothing came of it. 

Not until 1864, indeed, was an act of such a character passed. Then a law 
requiring the Governor to '' keep the Executive Office at Des :~.Ioines, in "hich 
shall be transacted the business of the Executive Department of the State gov
ernment'' was placed upon the statute books.- Parish's J olin Chambers, p. 
125; Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of tlie Governors of I owa, Vol. 
I, pp. 251-311; Council Jo11rnal, 1843-1844, pp. 125, 129, 133, 163, 168, 174, 
192; House Journal, 1843-1844, pp. 174, 176, 183, 184, 210, 230; Senate Jour
nal, 1848, p. 68; Laws of I owa, 1864, pp. 95, 96. 

4 Laws of the Territory of Ioiva, 1 38- 1 39, pp. 435-438, 519; Shambaugh 's 
Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 107-112. 
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Congress, on Ma1·ch 3, 1839, acting upon these recom
mendation , directed that one section of land should be 
selected and that if, at the time of its selection, the '' contig11-
ous sections the1·eto ha, ... e not been made subject to public 
sale, or being so subject have not been sold at public sale or 
by private entry, then each and every section contiguous to · 
said selected section, and not so sold, shall be thereafter re-
served and "Tithheld from sale in any manner, until the 
further order of ong1·ess thereon.' ' 5 

Chauncey "~an, John Ronalds, and Robert Ralston, who 
had been appointed commi sioners for that purpose, chose 
the pe1--manent site for the capital on May 4, 1 39,6 indicat
ing the place b a slab driven into the ground about where 
the Old tone apitol at Iowa City now stands. In October 
of the same year official notice of the selection was returned 
to the Regi te1,. of the Land Office at Dubuque.7 

After two yea1"s it was seen that the capitol building at 
Iowa City would not be ready for occupancy at the end of 
the three years allotted for the work of construction. In 
view of this fact an act was passed in January, 1 41, de
claring that the following Legislative Assembly would meet 
on the first Monday in December, 1 41, at Iowa City, if 
'' other sufficient buildings shall be furnished for the accom
modation of the Legislative Assembly, rent free'' . Such 
accommodations were provided and in conformity with a 
proclamation of Governor Robert Lucas, the fourth regular 
session of the Legislative Assembly convened on December 

5 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 330. 
The clause requiring the sections contiguous to the one selected for the capital 

to be withheld from sale was repealed on August 1, 1842.- United States Stat
utes at Large, Vol. VI, p. 846. 

6 Robert Ralston was not present at the time the location was made, but he 
arriYed on May 6th and agreed to the proceedings of the other two commission
ers.- House Jo-u,rnal, 1839-1840, p. 90. 

7 Shambaugh 's Iou;a City: A Contribution to the Early History of Iowa, pp. 
22, 23, 24; House Journal, 1839-1840, p. 92. 
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6, 1 41, in the new capital city. On that day Iowa City be
came the capital of Iowa in fact as ,vell as in name.8 

For ixteen yea1's the seat of government l'emained at 
Iowa City. That thr'iving town beheld fourteen sessions of 
the legislature and three con titutional conventions convene, 
accompli h their work, and adjou1 .. n. It "\llitne sed also, 
during those sixteen yea1' , a constant stream of settlers 
who came to pu h the fI·ontier fa1--ther and fa1·th r to,vard 
the west. At each of the con titutional conventions and at 
all but t,vo se sions of th Legi lativ"" ___ s mbly or G ne1--al 
Assembly the que tion of re-locating the capital arose in one 
connection or another. 

When the citizens of Iowa ity learned that the Legis
lative Assembly ,voulcl meet there on December, 6, 1 41, if 
suitable quarters should be aff ordecl, they ,ver :filled ,vith 
enthusiasm. Walter Butler, one of the most public-spirited 
of the inhabitant of the little to\\Tn, erected a two-sto1·y 
frame structur . This building however, pro,,,.ed to be more 
or less unsatisfactor and, as it appeared that the perma
nent capitol ,vould not be completed in time for the follow
ing session of the Leg·islative Assembly, toward the end of 
the first session held in ''Butler' Capitol'' three resolu
tions for removal we1--e introduced in the Hou e of Repre
sentatives. The first provided for the removal of the seat 
of government to Mount Pleasant until the capitol at Iowa 
City should be finished. After being· amended to the effect 
that the citizens of Mount Pleasant should '' furnish build
ings, rent free'', the resolution was tabled until tl1e follow
ing Saturday : the Assembly adjou1 .. ned on Friday. An at
tempt was made to fix the next meeting of the Legislative 
Assembly at Davenport, but again the resolution was laid 
on the table. A few minutes later another resolution was 

8 Laws of the T erritory of I owa, 1840-1841, pp. 41, 42; Shambaugh 's M es
sages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 245, 246; House 
Journal, 1841-1842, p. 3. 
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introduced, fixing Io,va ity as the meeting-place of the suc
ceeding Legi lative Assembly. motion ,,as made to sub
stitute Burlington for Io,va ity, ,,rhich ,vas lost by a small 
majority. Fo1--t 1Iadi on ,vas then p1·opo eel. This motion 
was decided in the affirmative, r equi1·ing the ''Legislative 
Assembly to meet at said place, at thei1· next session, and • 
until the public buildings are :finished at Io,,,ra ity'', but the 
1·esolution was :finally postponed indefinitely. Thus nothing 
came of the first efforts to 1--emo,ye the capital from Io"ra 
City.n 

1f1--. Butler had agreed to erect the temporary capitol 
building in Iowa City on the condition that the citizens of 
the town ,,rould g11a1 .. antee to pay him the difference between 
the cost of the building and the price it would command 
when no longer required by the g·o,"eJ·11ment . For some 
reason these pledges w 1"e not ful:filletl when the time came. 
Mr. Butler then a ked aid f1"om tl1e le 0 ·i lature of the Te1·ri
tory. H e pre ented a bill fo1· rent to the second Legislative 
A.ssembl that convened at Iowa ity clu1--ing· the winte1' of 
1842- 1 43. The forme1' As embl}r, howe,Ter, had met at 
Iowa City under the e p1·e s p1·ovi ion that it should be 
housed rent free, as a guarantee of ,vhich ag·reement fr. 
Butler and nineteen other citizens of Io,,ya ity had signed 
a bond, binding themselves in the penal sum of $15,000. 
When the account £01-- 1'ent came before tl1e Council, there
fore, no favorable action was take11 upo11 it. bill for the 
r elief of i1r. Butler was introd11ced in the House, but that 
body was also loath to allow 1--ent fo1" the use of the building·. 

An amendment was offered, ho,vever, that ''unless the 
citizens of Iowa City pay to Walter Butler the sum of five 
h11ndred dollars, before the first day of eptember next, for 
the l"ent of his house occupied by the L egislature for the 

9 Shambaugh 's I ou:a City: A Contrlbut1on to the Early H zstory of Io1va, pp. 
57, 58; House J ournal, 1841-1842, pp. 264, 265, 267-269. 
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year 1 41-'42, it shall be the duty of his Excellency, th Gov
ernor, to convene the next General Assembly at Mount 
Pleasant in H enI·y county, Iowa T er1·itory, and there to re
main 11ntil the above um of five hund1--ed dollar is paid.'' 
This amendment may have been an attempt, out of ym
pathy for l\1r. Butle1", to fo1·ce the citizen of Iowa City ,vho 
had signed the bond ~ ith him to share his loss ; but a mo1·e 
plausible explanation appea1·s in the fact that l\fr. Paton 
Wilson who offe1·ed the amendment ,vas one of the r epre
sentative of H en1" County and had eizecl this opportunity 
in the hope of winning the capital f 0 1· fount Pl asant.10 

11r. David J. ales of Des l\Ioines ounty succ eded in hav
ing Burlingt on (Des foines Count ) insertecl in place of 
~fount Plea ant, but when the amenclment came t o a vote it 
was overwhelming} lost. 11 

The only action of the L e0·islative sembly of 1 43-1 44 
which could be construed to indicate a de ir for the r e
moval of the capital from I owa it was in connection 1'7ith 
the choice of the place at which the constitutional con, n
tion of 1 44 hould be held. A bill to provicl f 0 1 .. th x
pression of the opinion of the people of the Territory upon 
the subject of the formation of a tate g·overnment, which 
contained a section designating the meeting-place of the 
convention to frame the constitution, being before the Coun-

10 Indeed, earlier in the session Mr. P aton Wilson had introduced a joint reso
lution for the removal of the capital to Mount Pleasant, which, after being 
considered once in the committee of the whole and progress being reported, was 
not heard of again, pr obably because in the meantime a better oppor tunity 
seemed to be afforded by the rent controversy.- H ouse J ournal, 1842-1843, pp. 
110, 114, 175. 

11 A nnals of I owa (F irst Series), Vol. VI, p. 192; Council J ournal, 1842-
1843, pp. 25, 26, 27, 31, ,85, 87, 122, 125, 128, 129, 141, 142, 157; H ouse J ournal, 
1842-1843, pp. 81, 87, 90, 104, 108, 127, 138, 139, 142-145, 149, 161, 277, 292, 
299. 

While three hundred and twenty-five dollars was voted for other services of 
Mr. Butler to the government, he received no rent for housing the Legislati\Te 
Assembly.- Laws of 101.va, 1842-1843 (L ocal), p. 49. 
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cil, no less than eight diffe1·ent to,,-ns "Te1'e sugge ted. After 
lYiount Pleasant, Iowa it;r, Jacksonville ( layton County), 
Davenport, Pittsburg (Van Bu1·en ount)T), Burlington, and 
Dubuque had been p1 .. oposed an l rejected, Fo1 .. t 11adison 
was finally agreed upon. When the bill came into the House 
of Representatives, fount Pleasant, Burlington, and Dav
enport ,vere again propo eel to no a,Tail. Fort 11adi on was 
st1·uck out and Io".,a it;~ inse1·ted as the place for holding 
the convention; and in this f or·m the bill :finall).,. pa ed.12 

The deleg·ate to the fir t constitutional convention in 
Io,va ,vere called to 01·der· on October 7, 1 44. \\' hen the re
port of the committee on chedule - that is, the article of 
the con titution p1 .. oviding for the t1·an ition f1·om Terri
torial to tate go'f{ernment - came befo1·e the a sembly on 
the t,~lenty- ixth day of the same month, }.11 ... Georg·e Hobson 
of Henry ounty proposed as an amendment to the section 
fixing the time for the fir t meeting of the General Assembly 
that Io,va City '' shall be the eat of Go,rernment of the 

tate of Io,va until the year eig·hteen hundred and sixty
:fi,.,e, and until r·emoved b)r la,,.,_'' The proposition was 
agreed to by a vote of forty-one to t,venty-seven.13 

The Burlington Haivk-Eye pronounced this amendment 
to be no es ential part of a onstitution claiming that it had 
been insertecl by an acciclental whim ,vithout 1 .. egard to prin
ciple 01' rig·ht. Iowa City, it was as e1 .. ted, would by virtue 
of such a provision have a monopoly on the seat of gove1 .. n
ment, and a monopoly of any kind was a thing to be dis
couraged. Some people thought that the location of the 
capital at Iowa City by the onstitution had been accom
plished by clever politicians for the promotion of private 
and local interests. 

12 Cou·ncil Journal, 1843-1844, pp. 68, 69, 93, 94, 95, 99, 137, 140, 143, 144, 
152, 159, 171, 175; House Journal, 1843-1844, pp. 162, 163; Laws of Iowa, 
1843-1844, pp. 13-16. 

13 J o1trnal of the Constitutional Convention of 1844, pp. 3, 138, 139, 205. 
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All this wa stoutly denied in Io,va ity, wher it was 
maintained that the critici m of the clau locating the cap
ital at Io,·l{a Cit for t,vent -one ear ,,_.,.a onl a cle,r r 
ruse to provoke oppo ition to th on titution, in the no1--th
ern part of the Territo1.. b the a1--gument of ectional in
te1'e t and in the southe1'n portion b arou ing the jealou ie 
of other to,vn \\Thich a pi1 .. ed to the ho1101-- of bei11g elected 
as the eat of go,Te1--nment. v\Thate,T r may l1a,.,e been the 
me1 .. its of the e accu ation the clau e on the location of the 
capital became on of the main point of co11t1·ove1· in th 
campaig·n fo1' the adoption of th on titution of 1 44. I11-
deed, it ha been offer·ed a one of the t,1.ro 01' th1·ee chief 
cau e for the 1 .. ejection of that in trument b;T the IJeople.14 

During the eighth and la t e sion of the Le 0 'islative s
sembly of the Ter1 .. itor of Io,va (1 45-1 46) 1· soluti n to 
adjou1 .. n the ssembly to Mount Pleasant ,,., l'e int1·oduced 
both in the ouncil and in the Hou e of Representatives on 
December 31st. In th ouncil, Bloomi11°·ton, Bu1--ling·ton, 
and Dubuque were al o p1 .. oposed in this connection, but in 
both houses the resolution were tabl d without any favor
able action.13 

The Constitution of 1 46, under which Iowa became a 
tate, contained a provision that Iowa City '' shall be th 
eat of Government of the tate of Iowa, until r moved by 

law.'' The failure to incorpo1 .. ate a clause locating the cap
ital at that place for any definite period, as the onstitution 
of 1 44 had done, was probably a concession to the outhern 
and western portions of the Territory, where a strong 
sentiment was developing in favor of removing the capital 
farther west at no remote time. In fact, it was immediately 
pointed out by those opposed to the Constitution that this 
was a subtle method of accomplishing the immediate re-

14 Iowa Capital R eporter (Iowa City), July 30, August 27, 1·845. 
1 :s Council J ournal, 1845-1846, pp. 94, 95; House Journal, 1845- 1846, pp. 

87, 88. 
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location of the capital; for in the General Assembly, under 
the new Constitution, the1"'e would be a majority of eighteen 
members from the south and southwest ,vho would be in
clined to vote for the establishment of the capital at the 
Raccoon Forks of the Des 11oine River, the location of 
Fort Des Moines.16 

The onstitution of 1 44 had been wrecked la1"'gely upon 
the question of bounda1--ie . ongre s had refused to accept 
the 'Lucas Boundaries'', as tho e pre cribed in the Consti
tution were called, and had substitl1ted what were known as 
the '' icollet Boundarie '', ther'eby reducing the area of 
the proposed tate.17 The Con titution so modified vtas 
twice rejected by the people of Iowa. \\7hen it became nec
essary to decide the boundary question in the constitutional 
convention of 1 46 a compromise provicling· for the present 
bounda1"ies was adopted, whereby the size of the tate ,vas 
I"educed to 55,964 square miles or about ix thousand square 
miles less than the '' Lucas Bounda1"'ie '' had included, the 
loss of territory being entirely on the north. Immediately 
those jealous of keeping the capital at Io,va ity aw in this 
compromise the wo1 .. k of the deleg·ate from the southern 
counties who, it was believed, had sacrificed the question of 
territory to obtain pos ession of the capital, for the new 
boundaries were '' so f 01--med as to throw the Raccoon Fo1"ks 
into the cente1-- of population for the next fifty ears''.18 

As proof of this claim the history of the boundary ques-

16 Journal of the Constitutional Convention of 1846, pp. xx, 92, 98; Sham
baugh 's Debates of tlie 101.va Constitutional Con 1.:entzons of 1844 and 1846, p. 
363. 

17 For the '' Lucas Boundaries'' and the '' Ticollet Boundaries'' see Maps 
III and IV in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. II, pp. 379, 
380. 

18 Shambaugh 's H1.story of the Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 255, 271, 283; 
Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 1st Session 29th Congress pp 668 669 · ' ' . ' ' Shambaugh 's Debates of the Iowa Co1ist1tutional Convent1.ons of 1844 and 1846, 
pp. 362, 363; Iowa Official :Register, 1915-1916, pp. 884, 885. 
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tion in the constitutional conv ntion ,va cited. At fir t the 
''Lucas Boundaries'' had been determined upon by a vot 
of twenty-two to eight. But no sooner had that fact become 
kno,vn than'' a certain General Government of.fie r . . . . 
came post-ha te to the city to repre ent the outh on this 
question, and regulate the 1·epre ntative of the people. '' 
It is true that six day after the adoption of th '' Lucas 
Bounda1--ies'' "\Villiam teel of Van Bui-- n County pro
posed the compromi e bounda1"'i , which pa eel by a vote 
of eighteen to twelve. Only two of the ten delegate \\"ho 
might have been suppo ed to repre nt the northern int r
ests of the TerritoI"'Y, and the1'ef 01-- to b oppos d to capital 
1·emoval, voted for the amendment; ,,rhile only four of the 
twenty from the south voted again t it. The conclusion wa 
that the southern delegate , by curtailing the territory on 
the north, hoped to throw th center of popl1lation, as " '"ell 
as the geographical center of the tat , to,vard the outh
west, thereby insuring the early removal of the capital to 
some point advantageous to the southern counti s. 

Further evidence shows, how ver, that the report of th 
Congressional Committee on Territories, proposing th 
compromi e boundaries, reached the constitutional conven
tion after the first decision on the boundary questio11 and 
before the amendment was made. This fact would seem 
sufficient to account for the reconsideration of the boundary 
question in the convention. But the enemies of capital re
moval explained that the report of the Committee on Te1--ri
tories had resulted from the suggestion of Augustus Ca sar 
Dodge, the Io,va Delegate to Congress, who wanted to effect 
the re-location of the capital by including it as a part of his 
program in connection with the solution of the bounda1--y 
question. The fact of the sacrifice of territory to obtain the 
capital remained the same, it was contended, whether ac-

voL. xrv-5 
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complished by the southern interests directly in the con
vention or through a representati,re at Washington.19 

J\1r. Dodge, in truth, had always been an ardent advocate 
of the development of the West by internal imp1'ovements 
and had put f 01'th eve1"'y pos ible effort for the advancement 
of the Des Moines Valley. In a speech delivered on the 
floor of the House of Rep1 .. esentati,Tes on June , 1 46, about 
three weeks after the adoption of the comp1 .. omise boun
daries in the convention, while urging the justice of making 
the J\1issouri River the bounda1'y on the we t, he pointed out 
that an a1--ti:ficial line farther east2 0 would ' cut in twain our 
greatest inte1'ior river, the De Moines - a stream which, 
ri ing in the northwest portion of ouI· contemplated tate, 
courses to the southeast, running fo1' many miles almost 
equidistant between the J\fis ouri and J\fississippi, into 
which it discharges itself. The Des J\foine is now navigible 
for a considerable portion of the year, and is susceptible, 
with the greatest facility and slightest expenditure, of be
ing made so for many hund1~ed miles, at all seasons of the 
year, ,vhen not obst1 .. ucted by ice. The country th1"'ough 
which it runs is one of unsurpassed fertility and is now be
coming densely inhabited. From the central position of 
this river, and its other advantag·es, ther"e are a very large 
portion of the people of Iowa who believe and desire that 
their ultimate seat of g·overnment should be upon it.' ' 21 

19 Shambaugh 's Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conventio1is of 1844 and 
1846, pp. 361, 362, 363; J ournal of the Constitutional Convention of 1846, pp. 
39, 40, 48, 87, 88, 102; Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 29th 
Congress, p. 668. 

20 The '' Nicollet B oundaries '', those proposed by Congress in the act of 
March 3, 1845, admitting Iowa to the Union, provided that the State should be 
bounded on the west ''by a meridian line, seventeen degrees and thirty minutes 
west of the meridian of Washington city.'' This line passes two or three miles 
west of the eastern boundary of Taylor County.- United States Statutes at 
Large, Vol. V, p. 7 42. 

21 Pelzer's Augustus Caesar Dodge, pp. 103-106; Appendix to the Congres
sional Globe, 1st Session, 29th Congress, p. 669. 
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Thi r emark of Mr. Dodge in Cong·ress relative to the ulti
mate location of the capital on the Des Moines River 
brought down upon bim a torrent of critici m from the ea t
ern part of the Territor . The intimate a ociation of the 
question of capital r emoval and the adoption of the tate 
Con titution was so obviou that the Iowa City Standard 
sarcastically informed its reader that '' the good people 
have now nothing more to do than to ratify the Con titution, 
and instruct the Legi lature to remove the eat of Govern
ment f ro11i I oii·a City to the De moine river, ag1 .. eeably to 
the uggestions of Gen. Dodge.'' Arguing, in the interest 
of the eastern part of the Territory, that the movement was 
a yet premature, the same paper continued: '' the citizen 
residing in that portion of the Territory ,,Thich is watered 
by the Iowa and Cedar~ rivers, will not thank their Delegat 
for wandering from the path of legitimate discus ion, to 
indicate a relocation of the eat of Government. When 
Iowa shall become a tate, and her ,vhole territory pretty 
well settled, it will be time enough to talk about this matter. 
The first Convention, with great unanimity [forty-one to 
twenty-seven], located the seat of government in this city 
for twenty years; and the last one declared it should be the 
capital until removed by law. And h re it should remain 
for at least a quarter of a century.'' The matter of expense 
was then brought forward as a reason for keeping the cap
ital at Iowa City. '' Some eighty thousand dollars have 
been expended on the StatG House, and we p1--esume the peo
ple will not, to gratify the wishes of a few land and town-lot 
speculators, or the whims of a few sticklers for locating the 
capital in the geographical center, be disposed to tax them
selves some hundred thousand dollars to erect another, 
upon the banks of the great Desmoines, 'now navigable for 
a considerable portion of the yea1".' '' 22 

22 Shambaugh 's Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conventions of 1844 and 
1846, pp. 346, 347, reprinted from The Io wa Standard (I owa City), July 15, 
1846. 
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The Bloomington Herald, sharing the fears of the Iowa 
City paper, proclaimed the que tion to be '' whether we 
shall adopt the present constitution, and by adopting it, say, 
by our votes, that the eat of Government hall be removed 
to the Desmoines rive1·-. This is no imaginary thing. The 
fact has been shadowed forth . . . . in a speech deliv- • 
ered in the Hou e of Representativ s of the United tates, 
June th. If there be any who are not interested in retain-
ing the eat of Go ernment at Io,va City, we suppose they 
will vote for the constitution.' '23 

The arguments of those who favored r moval in the near 
future ,vere outlined by Wm. Penn Clarke in a speech to the 
lector s of 11 usca tine Johnson, and Iowa counties. '' It will 

be said'', he p1 .. edicted, '' that the present building is unfin
ished · that to complete it, will co t a much as would erect 
a smaller and less expensive one at the ri\Tal point; that it 
would be foll to expend money on this work, and subse
quently remove the seat of government elsewhere; and thus 
many persons in other portions of the tate, who are in
different to the subject, and unadvised as to the injustice 
which will be done us, may be induced to vote for candidates 
who will carry out this scheme. To quiet the center, we 
shall probably be promised a tate University, or something~ 
of that character, and then be cheated in the end; for the 

tate will not locate such an institution in the same place 
where there a1 .. e already one or two chartered institutions of 
lea1 .. ning in operation. Those, then, who vote for the ratifi
cation of the Constitution, do so with the almost moral cer
tainty that the removal of the seat of government from this 
point, will be one of the first consequences of its adop
tion.' ' 24 

23 Shambaugh 's Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conventions of 1844 and, 
1846, p. 399, reprinted from Th e Bloomington H erald, July 17, 1846. 

24 Shambaugh 's Debates of t7ie Iowa Constit11,tional Conventions of 1844 and 
1846, p. 364, reprinted from The I owa Standard (Iowa City), July 22, 1846. 
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The Constitution of 1 46 was ratified by the people and 
Io,va became a tate. The population in 1 47 number-- d 
116,454, an increase of 73,342 over that of 1 40. Of this in
crease, 25,034 people lived in countie ,vhere no count wa 
macle in 1 40, all but thr e of ,vhich lay to the we t and 
south,vest of the area enumerated in 1 40. In 1 47 th pop
ulation of the counties ,ve t, southwe t, and south of Io,va, 
Johnson, and 1fuscatine counties totaled 79,74 , ,,hile that 
of all the others, or ,,That might ha\T been called the no1·tl1-
ern part of the tat , amounted to only 36,706. From thes 
:figures it is obviou that the cente1" of l)Opulation \\Tas still 
shifting rapidly to the we t and outh\\Te t, although it had 
not yet pa sed Iowa ity. Th geog·raphical center~ of the 
State, as bounded by the Constitution of 1 46, ,vas, ho,vever, 
about one hundred miles farther w st and some twenty-:fiv 
miles north of Iowa City. 

The anxiety felt by those who wished tor tain the capital 
at Iowa City that the r epresentatives of outher·n and w st
e1"n sections of the tate in the Fi1-- t Gene1"al Assembly 
would be disposed to take advantage of the opportunity for 
remo,Tal afforded by the Con titution was inde d justifi d. 
A memorial to Congress representing that '' in vie,v of the 
extended limits of the tate, and the rapid incr ase of our 
population, the public mind is beginning to look f orwa1"d to 
an ultimate change in the location of our Seat of Govern
ment''; that the '' selection of a new site, with a view to its 
permanent location, at as early a day as practicable is be
lieved to be important''; and that an '' additional grant of 
five sections of land, to be selected unde1' the di1--ection of the 
General Assembly'' was desired, passed both houses of the 
General Assembly and was approved by Governor Ansel 
Briggs on February 8, 184 7. Nothing, however, came of this 
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memorial: indeed it does not appear that it ever reached 
Congress.25 

On Februal"'Y 2, 1847, Evan Jay of Henry County intro
duced in the Iowa Senate a bill to provide for the location of 
the seat of go,.,.ernment and for the selection of the land 
granted by ongress on 1farch 3, 1 45, to aid in erecting 
public buildings.26 The bill passed the en.ate on February 
12th, but in the House of Representatives several attempts 
at amendment were made. Elijah ells of Muscatine Coun
ty proposed that after a new site for the capital had been 
selected the question of whether this new location or Iowa 
City should be the pe1--manent seat of government should be 
decided by a vote of the people at a general election. This 
amendment having failed Mr. ells made a motion calling 
for the appointment of a select committee whose duty it 
should be to repo1"'t three distinct sites from which the peo
ple should choose one as the pe1--manent capital. Stewart 
Good1·ell of Washington County submitted the proposition 
that Iowa City should remain the capital until 1 5 . Mo
tions were made to locate the seat of government at Bur
lington and at Mount Pleasant, all of which failed. Finally, 
William E. Leffingwell of Clinton County thoroughly exas
perated with the persistence of the advocates of capital re
moval, moved to divert the appropriation of Congress of 
March 3, 1845 ''from the purpose for which it was originally 

25 JoU,a Historical and Comparative Census, 1880, pp. 196, 198; Senate J our
nal, 1846-1847, pp. 125, 160, 161, 167, 169, 185, 191, 195, 198; House Journal, 
1846-1847, pp. 217, 222, 232, 238, 256; Laws of Iowa, 1846-1847, p. 204. 

26 In an act supplementary to the first aet admitting Iowa and Florida to the 
Union, Congress granted five sections of any unappropriated United States land 
within Iowa '' f or the purpose of completing the public buildings of the said 
State, or for the erection of public buildings at the seat of government'', the 
land to be selected and located and the use to be determined as the State legis
lature should direct. All of the provisions of this act remained in force when 
Iowa was -finally admitted to the Union on December 28, 1846.- United States 
Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 790; Vol. IX, p. 117. 

• 
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intended'', and use it to build a '' city in the Republic of the 
valley of the De moine . '' 27 

The bitter fight ended at la t in a compromise whereby 
the tate Uni,,.er ity was to be located at Iowa City upon 
the removal of the capital farther \\Test . The trong argu
ment for the central location of th capital finally prevailed, 
but the opposition was doubtless I"ight in the contention that 
immediate removal was pr mature. It was askecl in de
rision what the \\Tord permanent meant in Io,\Ta legislation. 
In the case of the location of the capital at Iowa ity it had 
meant about eight years. The Iowa itJ' tandarrl regret
ted '' exceedingl}T to ee a p1--ematu1·e agitation of th que -
tion of a permanent location of the Capital, and the 

nive1'sity of Io,va. o good can re ult from it in our 
opinion. We have no doubt that the seat of government will 
some day be remo,Tecl from Io,va ity; and \\Th n the weight 
of population on the we t shall require it, we shall have 
nothing to ay aO'ainst it. But Iowa City now occupies a 

21 Senate J01Lrnal, 1846- 1847, pp. 176, 177, 192, 197, 202, 203, 207, 208, 210, 
211, 212, 217 218, 244, 247, 255, 256; House Journal, 1846-1847, pp. 301, 311, 
319-324, 333- 336, 342; Lau;s of I owa, l 46-1 47, pp. 85-87. 

So imbued with the spirit of capital removal did one member of the First 
General Assembly become that he introduced a joint resolution to move the seat 
of government of the United States to the Raccoon Forks of the Des Moines 
River. The motion was tabled indefinitely, but the committee on agriculture, in 
reporting on a petition presented by numerous citizens of Iowa City and John
son County who were exasperated by their unavailing efforts to retain the cap
ital, and begged '' among other novelties, that the General Assembly permit the 
citizens of said county to enjoy reasonable health and abundant crops, together 
with other blessings denied them hy nature and their own energies'', ventured 
the opinion with an air of badinage that "·hen '' your Committee takes into 
consideration the growing importance of the country about the Raccoon Forks 
of the Desmoines river, and compare the same with the District of Columbia, 
they cannot refrain from expressing their belief tha,t, although our Represent
atives may not be able to remove said Seat of Government 'immediately,' the 
day is nevertheless, not far distant, when this great object will have been ac
complished, thus bringing the Seat of the F ederal Go,Ternment in juxtaposition 
with your petitioners; thereby affordirig them a more favorable opportunity to 
press their claims upon that august Body, the ,congress of the United States.'' 
- House Journal, 1846- 1847, pp. 324, 343, 388, 435, 436. 
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central position to the population of the tate, and will for 
a long time to come.'' It wa believed in 1 47 that '' a very 
larg·e portion of the country lying ,vest of the Desmoines 
and its tributaries, is a bar1--en waste, destitute of timber, 
made up of lakes, marshes, and sand hills, incapable of be
ing inhabited, so that the \\"eight of population for a long 
time to come, at least, if not forever, must pI·eponderate in 
favor of that portion of the tate in the more immediate 
vicinity of the Mississippi river, ,,Thich is no,v, and must al
ways be by far the most important portion of the tate of 
Iowa. '' 28 

Another arg·ument advanced to con£ ound the friends of 
capital removal was to the effect that the :fi e sections of 
land for the completion and erection of public building·s had 
been g·ranted by Congress under the Con titution of 1 44, 
which declared Iowa ity to be the capital until 1 65, and 
had been revived under the Con titution of 1 46, which also 
declared Iowa ity to be the seat of go,Te1--nment. The land, 
it was asserted, was the1--efore intended to be used only for 
the benefit of the public buildings at Io,va City, and the 
grant ,vas not in the nature of a t1--ust fund to be reserved to 
erect buildings at a new seat of government. Con equently, 
if any use was to be made of this land it mu t be f 01· the pur
pose of completing the public building at Io, a it}T; "Thile 
the funds for buildings at a new seat of government ,vould 
have to come as private donations, unless Congr--ess could be 
prevailed upon to grant more land. These arg·uments seem 
to have had but little weight, however, being based on the 
interpretation of an exceedingly slender technicality of the 
act of Cong·ress.29 

After the bill providing for the appointment of commis-

28 Laws of I owa, 1846-1847, pp. 18·8, 189; The I owa Standard (Iowa City), 
February 10, September 29, 1847. 

29 The I otva Standard ( I owa City), February 17, September 29, 1 47. 

• 
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sioner to locate a new capital had actually become a la,v 
the people oppo ed to it consoled themsel,Tes with the 
thoug·ht that further legi lation would be r qui1,ed to move 
the capital f1--om Iowa Cit , for the location made by the 
commis ioners would be only pro pecti\"e. Th y believ d 
that the ma tte1-- of expen e '""ould deter the p ople from per
mitting, the actual re-location of the eat of g·ove1--nment for 
many years to come, ince th y ,vould not be ,,,,illing' to tax 
themselves a hundred thou and dollars to rect another 
capitol building so soon. Citizens of Io,va ity "Te1'e ap
peased by the promise of th niv rsity, feeling· '' ,,ery 
thankful that """e have made so g·ood an e "Change. We 
would greatl prefer the niversity to the seat of govern
ment; and "Te no,v reg·ard real e tate in this city, as worth 
fifty per cent moI·e than it ,,Ta before the meeting of the 
General Assembly.'' 30 

The act of February 22, 1 47, appointed as commissioners 
John Bro,vn of Lee ounty, Jo eph D. Hoag' of Henry 
County, and John Taylor of Jones ounty, ,vho w re to 
meet during May of that year, examine such parts of the 
State as were deemed suitable, select the amount of land 
appropriated by Congress, and locate the permanent seat of 
government '' as nea1 .. the geographical cent1--e as, in the 
opinion of the commissioners, ma)- be consistent with an 
eligible and healthy site, the general features of the sur
rounding count1 .. y and the inte1·est of the State generally''. 
After selecting the land and locating· the capital, the com
missioners were to have the town platted, causing a square 
to be laid off, containing not less than five acres, upon which 
to erect the capitol. Provision was made for a public sale 
of lots, the proceeds from which ,vere to be used to defray 
expenses and erect public buildings. The commissioners 

30 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), February 10, March 3, September 29, 
1847. 
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were allowed three dolla1·s a day and expenses for their 
services. 31 

As directed by la,v the commissioners met and proceeded 
to examine some of the settled as well as unsettled parts of 
the tate. Indeed, the entire summer and autumn were 
spent in the work, so that each of the commissioners was 
actually employed approximately one hundred and forty 
days, and thus their se1~vices alone cost the tate over 
$1250. First a thorough examination of the Des }.1:oines 
Valley was made without a suitable location being found. 
In ugust it was reported that the commissioners were to 
explore the country along the upper part of the Iowa River, 
near the geographical center of the tate. There was a 
rumor that if they met with no better success he1'e, the whole 
project of capital removal might be again thro,vn befo1--e the 
General Assembly. Later, however public opinion seems 
to have settled upon Oskaloosa and Tool's Point. -:2 as the 
places most likely to be chosen for the capital. About the 
middle of eptember the site was agreed upon, consisting of 
sections four, five, eight, nine, the west half of section three 
and the west half of section ten in township number seventy
eight, of range twenty west of the fifth principal meridian. 
It was described as '' a point unrivaled in natural beauty'', 
situated '' on a beautiful prairie in Jasper county, between 
the Desmoines and kunk rivers, about six miles from the 

81 La1vs of Iowa, 1846-1847, pp. 85-87. 
The public buildings at Iowa City and the ten acres of land on which they 

were situated were granted to the State University of Iowa, but the sessions of 
the General Assembly were to be held and the offices -0£ the State officials were 
to remain there until otherwise provided for by law.- La1..vs of Iowa, 1846-
184 7, p. 188. 

82 In the summer of 1843 Adam Tool, in company with a few other pioneers, 
made the first settlement in Jasper County, staking out their claims in Fairview 
Township. Mr. Tool's house, being large and on the t rail from Oskaloosa to 
Fort Des Moines, soon earned the title of ''Tool's Tavern''. As the settlement 
grew a town was platted which was called Tool's Point. A few years later the 
name was changed to Monroe.- Weaver's Past and Present of Jasper County, 
Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 54, 55, 57, 291. 

• 
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former and five from the latter, in the most beautiful and 
fertile section of country in Iowa''. Excellent timber ex
tended to within a hort di tance on either side, while there 
was an abundance of stone and coal in the immediate vicin
ity. Monroe City, a the place was named by the commi -
sioners,33 was some twenty-five mile east of the pre ent city 
of Des 1Ioines, thirty-three miles from Oskaloosa, and 
eighty-fou1-- mile west of Iowa City. It ,vas about t,vo miles 
southeast of the present town of Prairie City.34 

In August, 1 47, five or six hundred Hollanders estab
lished a colony at Pella, about fifteen miles southeast of 
ironroe City. This event, in connection with the location of 
the new capital, led to a general rush of speculators to that 
region. It \\ras said that the country for a considerable dis
tance above Tool's Point was literally all staked off. The 
sale of lots in 1fonroe City lasted six days, beginning on 
October 2 , 1 47,35 and four hundred and fifteen lots ,,1e1~e 
sold at prices ranging all the wa from one to three hundred 
and one dollars. The amount received from the first pay
ment was $1797.43 - a sum which lacked $409.14 of being 
enough to pay the expenses and salaries of the commission
ers. John Brown and Joseph D. Hoag, it seems, felt so 
much confidence in the new city that they invested h avily 
in lots and adjacent land; and thus they cherished dreams 
of even more ample remuneration for their services.36 

83 Apropos of the name of the future capital of Iowa one newspaper had this 
to say: '' Among the thousands of beautiful Indian names - indigenous to the 
soil - we think that they might have selected a more appropriate and hand
some name than 'Monroe City'.''- The Bloomington H erald, October 2, 1847. 

34 House Journal, 1848-1849, pp. 199, 210; The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), 
August 4, September 22, 1847; THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY .A.ND POLITICS, 

Vol. IX, p. 570. 
35 October 31, 1847, was Sunday, but the report of the commissioners states 

that the sales were continued from day to day until ovember 2nd, inclusive.
House Journal, 1848-1849, p. 199. 

36 Van der Zee's The Hollanders of Iowa, pp. 66, 67; THE IOWA Jou&NAL OF 

HISTORY .AND POLITICS, Vol. IX, p. 570; House Journal, 1848-1849, pp. 199-
210. 
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The capital city had not been located at the much-talked
of Raccoon Fo1--ks of the Des Moines River, neither ,vas it 
within thirty-fl e miles of the geographical center of the 
State. Yet, aside from an opportunity for speculation, the 
action of the commissioners in choosing such a location 
caused little comment. Even the people in Io,va City felt 
'' but little interest in this movement at present, being· satis
fied that the leg·islatu1 .. e , ill not 1--emove the seat of govern
ment from this place, until the population shall have so 
increased in the ,vest as to render it an act of justice to do 
so. '' Ever)Tone seemed content to hope that the act for re
locating the capital passed by the Fi1·st General Assembly 
in 1 46-1 47 would be repealed at the follo,ving session.37 

In J anua1--y, 1 4 , an extra session of the Fi1--st Gene1·al 
Assembly was called chiefly for the purpose of 1--evi ing the 
school la,vs and electing United tate enator . Immedi
ately one hund1'ed and t,venty-two citizens of the tate 
seized the opportunity to encourage the r epeal of the law of 
the previous session p1 .. oviding for the I"'e-location of the 
capital. A bill to that effect was introduced in the enate 
on January 22nd and passed that bod t,vo days later, but 
failed to come to a vote in the House of Repre entatives. A 
joint resolution relative to the seat of g·overnment (prob
ably being concerned in some way ,vith the location or plat 
of Monroe City, since it was r eferred to the committee on 
county and township organization) also passed the enate, 
but came to naught in the House. A r esolution instructing 
the committee on county and township org·anization to in
quire into the expediency of accepting Monroe City as the 
location for the new capital was tabled. The report of the 
commissioners was submitted to the Senate and ordered to 
be filed in the office of the Secretary of tate.38 

37 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), August 4, September 8, 1847. 
38 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of I owa, Vol. 

I, PP· 370-378; Senate Journal, 1848 (Extra Session) pp 33 51 60 61 66 , . ', '', 
107, 111, 112, 115; House Journal, 1848 (Extra Session), pp. 48, 116, 123, 
142, 175, 193. 
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The Second Gene1--a l As embly had been in se sion only 
eight days when a r esolution to inve tigate the p ropriety of 
vacating ~1onroe City was adopted by the enate. At the 
request of the House of Repre entatives the Governor trans
mitted the report of the Mon1·oe ity commis ioners to that 
body on December 15, 1 4 . After being· read the r epor t 
was ref erred to a select committee ,vith instructions to re
port '' ho,v much of aid cit of lYionroe ,,Tas under ,vater 
and ho,v much was burned up.'' On the eighteenth of De
cember 1fr. Jo eph F . Harrison, the Rep1 .. sentative from 
J\1uscatine, Johnson, and Iowa counti s and a member of the 
select committee, int1 .. oduced a bill to repeal the act of the 
First General As embly providing for the re-location of the 
seat of government. 1r. L . W. Babbitt, representing 
~Iarion, Polk, Dallas, and Jasper counties ,\Tanted to amend 
the bill so a to locate the capital at Fort Des Moines, pro
vided the citizens of Polk County should refund to the pur
chasers of lots in Monroe City all money paid thereon. 
When this amendment failed Babbitt suggested that the 
citizens of Iowa City refund the money paid by owners of 
lots in J\1on1--oe City if they wished to retain the capital. 
The bill :finally passed the House unaltered. The Senate, 
however, referred the measure to the committee on public 
buildings which reported a sub titute that was passed by 
the enate and agreed to by the House of Representatives.39 

By the terms of this law the Treasurer of the State was 
instructed to r efund all money paid by purchasers of lots 
in Monroe City, except to the commissioners who had in-

39 Senate Journal, 1848-1849, pp. 34, 45, 98, 107, 218, 231, 232, 240, 259; 
House JCYUrnal, 1848-1849, pp. 183, 211, 218, 224, 238, 242-244, 410, 427, 428, 
432; Shambaugh 's llessages and Proclarriations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
I, pp. 415, 416. 

Once during the session of the Second General Assembly a bill to locate the 
capital and the State University, and to donate the public buildings at I owa 
City to the Latter -day Saints was introduced but was soon withdrawn.- House 
Journal, 1·848-1849, p. 271. 
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ve ted there,40 and the site of the p1--oposed future capital of 
Iowa was declared vacated, being relegated once more to the 
rattle- nakes, gophe1's, and prairie dogs.41 

o sooner had it become kno,vn that fonroe City had 
been vacated and that the permanent location of the seat of 
g·overnment ,vas again an open question than the hopes and 
aspirations of each locality that was in the slightest way 
:fitted for becoming the capital soared to the sky. Capital 
r e-location was such a constantly r ecu1~ring topic in the 
Thi1"d General Assembly that a Representative offered a 
r esolution one day that the I'emoval of the seat of govern-

40 John Taylor, who had purchased no lots in 1onroe City, was allowed the 
balance of his salary, $204.40, by the Second General Assembly, but J ohn 
Brown and Joseph D. Hoag experienced much difficulty, not only in securing 
reimbursement of the money spent in purchasing lots, but in securing their 
salaries as commissioners. Time and again they petitioned the General As
sembly without success: that body took the attitude that they had been gov
erned more by private considerations than by a determinat_on to adV"ance the 
interests of the State, and that therefore they deserved no relief. Finally, in 
1855, the Fifth General Assembly allowed John Brown the sum of $292.70 as 
payment in full f or his services as a commissioner to locate the seat of govern
ment and as a return of all money paid by him for lots at Monroe City. On 
his part he was to relinquish to the State all claim to the lots purchased by him. 
Joseph D. Hoag, however, was less fortunate. Until 1860 he continued to pe
tition one house or the other of •the General Assembly. The committee on 
claims in the House of Representatives of ,the Eighth General Assembly (1860) 
reported favorably on his claim and recommended the passage of a bill allow
ing him the balance of his salary, the $80.18 he had invested in Monroe City 
lots, and interest at six percent on the whole amount from the time the report 
of the commissioners had been filed in 1847. The bill was tabled, however, and 
Hoag, discouraged in his long and futile efforts, seems to have given up in 
despair.- Senate Journal, 1848-1849, pp. 88, 199, 221, 236, 241, 254, 260, 263; 
1850-1851, p. 207; 1852- 1853, pp. 96, 142, 257, 293, 294, 297; 1854-1855, pp. 
36, 123, 156, 164, 165, 177, 1·87, 188, 227, 234, 237, 246, 247, 31 , 319; 1 58, pp. 
77, 390; Hou.se Journal, 1848-1849, p. 408; 1850-1851, pp. 40, 192, 238, 239, 
248; 1852- 1853, pp. 159, 302, 315, 347; 1 54-1855, pp. 58, 277, 2 9, 310, 311, 
312, 325, 326, 345, 448; 1856-1857, pp. 145, 154, 167, 204, 205, 230, 231, 360, 
37·8, 395, 396, 412, 413, 458; 1860, pp. 120, 436, 437, 653; Laws of Iowa, 184 -
1849, p. 193; Laws of I owa, 1854-1855, pp. 272, 273. 

41 Laws of Iowa, 1848- 1849, p. 147. The proceeds from the sale of the five 
sections of land selected by the commissioners in Jasper County for the capital 
was appropriated by the Se""enth General Assembly for the benefit of the State 
Agricultural College established at that time.- Laws of Iowa, 1858, p. 174 . 
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ment be postponed until after the storm. eventy-f our pe
titions, signed by practically four thousand three hundred 
citizens, all of them from the southern counties, were pre
sented - sixty-two in the House and twelve in the enate. 

Thirty-eight of these petitions fa,Tored Fo1~t Des l\foines 
as the site for the capital, thirty-one were for O kaloosa, 
ele,Ten for Pella, two for Red Rock, and t,vo others imply 
asked that the seat of government be moved. While the 
number of petitions would seem to indicate that Fort Des 
1foines was the favorite location for the capital, Oskaloosa 
was probably the choice of the greatest numb r of petition
ers. In the petitions presented to the House 1662 sig·ners 
asked that the capital be located at Oskaloo a, 204 were in 
favor of Pella, while only 155 could be mustered for Fort 
Des Moines. Furthermore, three remonstrances wer re
ceived from Marion County against removing· th seat of 
government to Fort Des Moines, probably with the hop of 
jmproving the chances of Oskaloo a, Pella, or Red Rock 
( now Cordova). 42 

The Hollanders at Pella were particularly anxious to win 
the capital of the tate for their town. Henry P. Scholte, 
one of the leaders in the colony, offered to donate land suf
ficient for a site. The committee on federal relations, to 
which his memorial was referred, reported in the fallowing 
reassuring words: ''We are of the opinion, that the petition
er has no r eason to fear that P ella will be overlooked or in 
any \vise neglected, whene7er the legislature may deem it 
necessary to r elocate the seat of government, from the fact 
that a majority of the citizens of that place were from Hol
land, we make no distinction between Ollr own native citi
zens and those of any foreign country''.43 

42 House Journal, 1850-1851, pp. 69, 72, 113, 160, 161, 166, 173, 177, 178, 
185, 207, 208, 216, 220, 235, 244, 249, 350; Senate Journal, 1850-1851, pp. 59, 
66, 67, 113, 119, 120, 125, 143, 144, 170, 218, 307. 

43 H011se Journal, 1850-1·851, pp. 69, 160, 168. 
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Two bills - one locating the permanent capital at Fort 
Des Moines and the other at Pella - ,,Tere introduced in the 
House of Rep1'esentatives during the Third Gene1'al Assem
bly in 1 50-1 51. They were ref erred to a select committee 
which reported as follows : 

The select committee to "Thom ,vas referred H. R. file o. 128, a 
bill for '' an act to locate the seat of government of the state of Iowa 
at Fort Des 1Ioines; '' and H. R. file o 161, a bill for '' an act to 
provide for the location of the permanent seat of government of the 
state of Io\va at P ella,'' together "-·ith sundr:y' petitions upon the 
same subject, report that they find that Fort Des Ioines has a ma
jority of the petitioners in its favor for the futl1re seat of govern
ment over all other place petitioned for. 

Your committee taking into conside1"ation the probable increase of 
population in the ,,Testern portion of the state, are of opinion that the 
seat of government cannot in ju tice to that portion of the state 
remain but a few years at Iowa ity. 

Your committee entertain no doubt that wheu the seat of govern
ment is removed that it \\Till be re-located at the town of Fort Des 
1\Ioines. 

Y ou1' committee are of opinion that the time for said removal as 
fixed in H. R. file No. 128 is just and equitable, and that the seat of 
government ought to be removed at that time. 

Your committee therefore recomm end the pas age of H. R. file 
No. 128, and that H. R. file No. 161 be indefinitely postponed. 

One Rep1--esentative thought the matter ought to be de
cided by a vote of the people at the next g·ene1·al election, 
but the majority of the members were of another mind. The 
bill to remove the capital to Fort Des 1foines being under 
consideration, Cedar Falls, Pella, and Davenport were of
fered as substitutes to no avail; and :finally the bill was 
dropped. A bill of the same character was introduced in 
the Senate, but never came to a vote.44 

The whole situation was well summarized by the com-

44 House Journal, 1850- 1851, pp. 221, 236, 289, 326-330; Senate Journal, pp. 
175, 186, 187, 224, 238, 250, 288. 
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mittee on public buildings in the House of Repr esentatives 
"·hich reported a follow : 

The first thing that your committee considered with reference to 
the prayer of your petitioners ,,1a , should the capital be removed at 
all, from Iovra Cit)1 1 To thi proposition there are many weighty 
objections, some of which it may be neces ary to notice in thi report. 

Your committee are of the opinion that removing the capital of a 
tate is of too much importance to be acted upon "'·ithout due consid

eration, and ,,Teighing \·vell the consequences to the state and the 
justice and injustice to individuals. 

To remove the capital before public opinion has settled upon the 
site of the future seat of govern1nent "Tould not have tl1e effect of 
allaJring pl1blic excitement on that subject but on the contrary 
"·ould increa e it. Although a large majority of the petitioner ask 
that the capital be located at O kaloosa, yet to grant their prayer 
'\\·ould only incr ease petitions from other q11arters for the simple 
reason that public opinion has not settled upon any place in prefer
ence to all others. This hould cause us to pause. There is too much 
at stake to act hastily. 

But there are rea ons of a pecuniary character ,,,hich ought to 
have their due influence in controlling the vote of the general as
sembly on this important question. 

We have at the pre ent seat of government a state house built at 
great expense, and if the capital be removed the state must build 
another house at an expense of probably one hund1--ed thousand 
dollars. This is a matter of some con equence to the state of Iowa 
without a dime in the treasury, and in debt to an amount of near the 
maximum that we are allowed to go in debt under our con titution. 
Ho,v is the house to be built 1 It must be by taxation. Those to,vns 
,,·hich are petitioning for the capital offer lands, &c., to aid in build
ing the state house, but your committee have but little confidence in 
the state realising much from such offers. Different places have 
made bids of this kind. While your committee would not r ecom
mend the selling of the capital to the highest bidder, yet, other 
things being equal, money or lands sufficient to build a good state 
house, might with propriety be taken by the state, and ,,Tould re
move one great objection to the removing at this time. 

But then another objection to removing the c·apital, which your 

VOL. XIV-6 
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committee think claims notice and demands the calm consideration 
of the House. 

1any persons have located in and near Iowa ity because it was 
tJie Capital of tJie tate, and as we have reason to suppose they ex
pected it to remain so. With thi expectation they paid more for 
their property than they other\Yise lvould have done. Under this 
belief, they have built houses, commenced merchandising and in
vested their funds in many ways, on the faith of the state permit
ting the Capital to remain. These persons, if the Capital be removed, 
must be the sufferers to some considerable extent. Perhaps to the 
ruin of many. The interest therefore of the state, and the intere t 
of individuals, stand against the removal of the seat of government; 
and these objections are of themselves sufficient to cause the legis
lature to act \vith much caution. People are to [ o] apt to act from 
selfish and local feelings on subjects of this nature. o such feel
ings should ever actuate any one, much less any member of the 
State Legislature. With feelings of impartiality, and for the good 
of the whole State, should we consider uch a question. 

It then became the duty of your committee to examine the reasons 
which your petitioners urge for the removal. They are, principally, 
that Iowa City being on one side of the state, ( ,vi thin thirty rniles of 
the state line) is too far rei:note from the centre of population, and 
from the geographical center of the state, to remain the seat of gov
ernment much longer, that the convenience of the citizens of Io,va 
demand th,a,t the Capital be somewhere in the valley of the Des 
Moines river. 

Your committee are well aware that this is an argument of much 
force and difficult to answer, when the present Capital is so far from 
the centre of population now, and every year becoming more and 
more so, in consequence of the middle and ,vestern part of the state 
increasing faster in population than the eastern. The justice of 
having the Capital near the centre of population, no one will at
tempt to deny. 

At the time the present seat of government was located, Iowa City 
was on the extreme west of the settlements; but settlements have 
constantly been increasing westwardly, until they have reached the 
Missouri river, ( the western boundary of Iowa.) 

Under these circumstances, in ju tice to the whole state, is it right 
and proper that Iowa City should be the future Capital 1 Can we, 

, 
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in looking at the geography of Iowa, say the Capital shall never go 
any further west 1 Your committee are unable to come to any such 
conclusion. 

While they think it impolitic and premature, to pass any law re
moving the Capital, at this time, yet they think that in a fe\v years 
the Capital must, and of right ought to be located further ,vest. 

As }rour committee think it premature to r emove the Capital at 
this time, therefore, they do not see proper to recommend any site 
for it to be placed. The three places petitioned for, viz: Pella, 
Oskaloosa and Fort Des 11oines, are either of them, considered near 
enough the centre of prospective population; and, also the geograph
ical centre, for the future capitol. o far as your committee kno\v, 
they all, and each, possess many advantages \\-hich ,vould r ecom
mend them, as a proper place for a site on which to locate the new 
capital. But your committee will not recommend either in prefer
ence to the other, believing that the question should be fairly and 
openly discussed before the people, and that public opinion will fix 
upon some place and justice be done to all. 

Your committee in conclusion, beg leave to submit the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That justice to the citizens in the western part of the 
state, will in a few years, demand that the Capital be r emoved west
wardly. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject of re
moving the Capital at this time. 45 

The experience of the Third Gene1--al Assembly on the 
capital removal question was repeated at the succeeding 
legislative session. Thirty-one petitions we1--e sent to the 
Senate and eight to the House of Representatives. Twenty
eight of them favored the establishment of the State capital 
at Fort Des Moines. On the petitions read in the Senate 
alone there were 1642 signatures, of which 1209 were for the 
Des Moines location, 146 for Pella, 131 for Oskaloosa, and 
105 for Tool's Point. All of the petitions presented in the 
House favored Fort Des Moines.46 

45 House Journal, 1850-1851, pp. 350-353. 

¼6 Senate JQ1J,rnal, 1852- 1853, pp. 35, 68, 69, 80, 85, 96, 97, 102, 108, 117, 119, 
120, 126, 132, 141, 197; House Journal, 1852-1853, pp. 91, 177, 191, 263, 276, 
308. 
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As testimonials of the good faith of the petitioners and 
as added inducements to the government, various proposi
tions ,ve1·e offered. Certain citizens of Mahaska County 
p1"esented a bond of $50,000 contingent upon the removal of 
the seat of government to Oskaloosa, while citizen of Fort 

• 

Des 1foines and Polk County gave a bond guaranteeing to • 
save the tate any expense incurred in removing the capital 
to Fo1,t Des Moines. Henry P. cholte again offered to 
donate land to the tate if the capital should be located at 
Pella. His proposition was duplicated by Adam M. Tool 
and other citizens of Jasper County, while another g·roup of 
Jasper County citizens proposed to give either land or 
money, provided the seat of government should be estab-
lished at Tool's Point.47 

A bill to locate the capital at Pella and another to estab
lish it at Fort Des Moines were introduced in the enate 
during the Fourth General s 8mbly in 1 52-1 53; but 
neither bill was passed. There was also presented a resolu
tion requesting that the difference in the amount of mileage 
of tate officers in going to and from the various points 
suggested as capitals be estimated in 01·der to aid in dete1·
mining upon the re-location of the seat of government, but 
the l"esolution was not adopted.48 

It was during the session of the Fourth General Assembly 
that Senator A. Y. Hull of Polk County did his utmost to 
win the capital for Fort Des Moines. In a speech delivered 
on December 31, 1 52, he deplored the local jealousies en
gendered between citizens of the same Commonwealth, 
urging that the people act together for the ultimate welfare 
of the State. Fort Des Moines he regarded as the only elig·i
ble site for the capital, '' situated in the center of the state, 
at the head of the proposed navigation, on a beautiful eleva-

47 Senate Journal, 1852- 1853, pp. 51, 52, 97, 102, 108, 117, 136, 159, 214. 
48 Senate Journal, 1852-1853, pp. 25, 26, 35, 40, 41, 48, 94, 95, 97, 114, 118, 

124, 129- 131, 135-139, 141, 144, 145. 
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tion between the two rivers, far above the contingency of 
hig·h water, in a r egion of unsurpassed fertility, urround d 
by timber, the region roundabout underlaid with coal, with 
extensive mines of gypsum, tributary thereto, and with an 
abundance of pure ,vater.'' A trong r ea on, he thought, 
for the immediate re-location of th eat of g .. oveJ·nment wa 
the great system of internal improvement ,vhich was being 
developed. It wa deemed impo1--tant that the location of 
the permanent capital be effected before the rail1·oad lines 
were established. '' Give u the apital at Fort D s 
11oines, '' he said, '' railroads checque1--ing our entir·e tate 
br--inging us in connection with the citie of the l\fississippi 
and fissouri rivers - the Des Moines river on the outh -
[and] we will grow up a g·reat and prosperous inlan l city 
which, in point of commercial impor--tance, ,vill be second to 
no city in the ,ve t . '' 49 

\Vhen the Fifth General Assembl (1 54-1 55) m tit was 
generally understood that the removal of the capital could 
not be postponed much long·er. F1·om 1 47 to 1 54 the pop
ulation of Iowa grew from 116,454 to 326,500; ,vhile in the 
two years following there was an incr·ease of 191,375. 
\\7hereas in 1 47 the census had been taken in only thirty
t,vo counties, in 1 54 the enumeration cov.,.ered sixty-seven 
counties and in 1 56 f ou1~teen more were added, all but one 
of the latter being no1--th or north,vest of Fort Des l\1oines.50 

It had been discovered that the western pa1--t of the State 
,vas by no means the barren a1--ea it had been supposed to be. 
Settlements were being made in the farthermost corners, 
and it was evident that it would be only a short time until 

49 Brigham's H istory of Des Moines and Polk co,u,nty, I owa, Vol. I, pp. 137, 
138. 

50 Iowa H istorical and Comparative Census, 1880, pp. 196-198. The next 
census was not taken until 1859, two years after the capital hacl been established 
at Des Moines. Then the population of the State was 642,578 and there were 
only seven of the present counties which the count did not include. 

I 
l 
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the western part of the tate would equal, if not surpass, 
the eastern section in importance. As time went on the ci ti
zens of eastern Iowa had become reconciled to the inevitable 
removal of the seat of government. The very fir st bill in
troduced in the House of Representatives of the Fifth 
General Assembly, in which fifty of the sixty-four Repre- • 
sentatives were from the east and southeast, was to re-locate 
the capital, although few petitions on the subject we1--e pre-
sented. In both houses resolutions were offered to remove 
the seat of gove:rnment nearer the center of the tate, urg-
ing that it was the duty of the ssembly to act at once. 
Public opinion seems to have quite generally settled upon 
Fort Des 1:oines as the logical place for the future State 
capital, strategically situated a it was on the greatest in-
terior wate1~way of Iowa and at a point approximating the 
center of the Oommonwealth.61 

The :fight in the General Assembly for the adoption of 
an act authorizing the removal of the capital to Des Moines 
was, however, by no means tame or uneventful. General 
James A. Williamson, who was prominent among those 
who secured the legislation for removal, when asked by an 
investigating· committee what influences he had used, re
plied that he had employed '' all lawful and legal means 
. . . . including Chesapeake and ardinian appliances, 
and any quantity of whiskey.'' Furthermore, Robert 
Gower declared in the constitutional con ention of 1857 that 
the capital had been moved to Des Moines to satisfy the 
'' selfishness of the few'', that the means used were ''money, 
town lots, and oyster suppers'', openly maintaining that the 
passage of the act had been procured by fraud and bribery. 
He produced correspondence to show that a big lobby from 
Fort Des Moines had been present during a large portion of 

~1 H011,se Jour11al, 1854-1855, pp. 55, 56, 60, 139-142, 200, 234; Senate Jour
nal, 1854-1855, pp. 94, 117; Iowa City Republican, June 5, 1856; Annals of 
Iowa (Third Series), Vol. VI, p. 381 . 
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the se ion and that members of the General ss mbly had 
been offered man inducement to ote for the r emoval of 
the capital to that place. It eem that certain citizen of 
De Moines even appropriated ome land to defray th ex
pense of persons kept at Io,va ity to lobby th bill through 
the legislature. 

Bills weI·e introduced in both hou es, the on originating 
in the enate :finally gaining enactment. n attempt was 
made to have the act 1 .. ead O kaloo a in place of a point ,vith
in two miles of the junction of th De oine and Raccoon 
1 .. i,,.er · several effort were made to extend th scope of th 
area within which the ite could be selected; and in both 
houses amendments "re1--e off red r feI·ring the ,vhole matt r 
to a vote of the peopl ; but the bill finall scaped un
scathed.52 

The GovernoI' wa to appoint five commi sion rs to deter
mine upon the exact site. They wer to meet during the 
fallowing pril, tak an oath for the faithful and impartial 
discharge of their dutie , and proceed to locate the s at of 
government ''within two miles of the junction of the Des 
Moines and Racoon rivers''. In making the election it was 
their duty to obtain at least enough land for the capitol and 
other necessary buildings without charge to the tate, and 
all other g~rants and donations within th ir power. uitable 
buildings were to be erected without expense to the State, 

52 R eport on Alleged Frauds in t]ie Location of tlie Capitol, pp. 37-44; De
bates of the Constitutional Conventwn of 1857, Vol. II, pp. 923, 924; Senate 
Journal, 1854-1855, pp. 32, 51, 59, 128, 134, 135, 144, 145-149, 157, 160, 237, 
260, 288; House Journal, 1•854-1855, pp. 91, 120, 264-266, 293-302, 311, 333, 
334, 397. 

Those who favored Mount Pleasant for the seat of government were probably 
pacified by the tacit understanding that the State insane asylum would be lo
cated there, although Fairfield and Oskaloosa were also mentioned in that con
nection. Indeed, it appears that an extensive building was begun at Mount 
Pleasant without authority of law. Actual establishment did not occur until 
1858.- Debates of the Constitutional Convention of 1857, Vol. II, pp. 925, 926; 
Laws of Iowa, 1858, p. 264. 
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the General Assembly meeting· and the tate officers retain
ing their offices at Io,va City until accommodations were 
provided at the new seat of government.53 

Governor James "\V. Grime appointed Joseph H . D. 
treet, te,vart Goodrell, Benjamin R. P egram, Guy Wells, 

and John A. L. 1--ookham as the locating commission.54 
· 

They met at Fort Des Moines on pril 1 , 1 56, we1--e duly 
qualified, and proceeded with their ,vork. Great excitement 
p1--evailed at the Raccoon Forks of the Des 1foines River. 
The f 01·t and settlement on the west side of the Des Moines 
River afforded many advantag·es, but large t1--acts of land 
were o,,rned by speculators east of the river. The people on 
the west side accused those on the east of offering personal 
bribes to the commissioners; while the citizen to the east of 
the river-- r eplied that similar inducements had already been 
u ed by parties on the west side. The feeling was intense, 
sometimes vituperati,te. A donation of twenty acres of land 
worth nea1--ly $100,000 to be used as the location of the cap-
itol, and real estate worth approximately $200 000 offered 
to the State at a fair price, we1--e the inducements presented 
by citizens on the we t side for the location of the capitol in 

53 La1vs of Io1va, l 54-1855, pp. 105-107. 
A Democratic senatorial convept1on for the twenty-sixth district held at 

Marshall (now Marshalltown), on J une 28, 1856, adopted the following resolu
tion: '' R esolved, That the Democracy of the 26th Senatorial District of the 
State of Iowa, are opposed to the location and removal of the State Capital, 
from I owa City to Ft. Des Moines or Desmoines City, and that we will use our 
endeavors by every consistent and legitimate means to retain the same where it 
now is.'' A similar resolution was adopted by the Republican convention held 
at Toledo. An attempt to repeal the act to locate the capital at Des Moines 
during the extra session of the General Assembly in 1856 was indefinitely post
poned.- Daily Evening R eporter ( I owa City), July 12, 1856; H ouse J ournal, 
1856 (Extra Session), p. 7 4. 

64 A contemporary account gives Lincoln Clark as one of the commissioners 
in place of Joseph H. D. Street. His name does not appear in the official rec
ords, ho,vcve.r. Mr. Street was president of the commission and Ir. Crookham, 
secretary.- Tlie Da1ly Gate City (Keokuk), March 15, 1 56 ; R eport on Alleged 
Frauds in the Location of the Capitol, pp. 30, 69. 
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what is now West Des Moines. It appears, however, that all 
but one of the commissioner s (Mr. Goodrell) became pri
vately inter ested in prope1--ty east of the Des Moines River, 
which fact offer s about the only apparent r eason "-Thy they 
should have accepted a smaller bonu to the tate and 
chosen the location which is the present ite of the capitol 
building.55 A tract of land containing a little over ten acres, 
donated by W . A. cott and Harrison L}ron, was selected on 
April 21st for the location of the state-house. The site was 
described by Governor Grimes as '' a gentle swell of land 
about three quarters of a mile east of F ort Des J\foines, and 
on the east side of the ri,Ter. It commands a good prospect 
and seems to be well adapted to the pu1"pose fo r ,vhich it has 
been selected. ' '56 

To fulfill the further r equirements of the law that a suit
able building must be er ected without cost to the State, a 

5:; In 1858 a committee was appointed by the House of Representatives to in
vestigate charges of alleged f r auds in the location of the capitol in 1856, made 
by the citizens of Polk County who p robably still entertained hopes of disturb
ing the location of the capitol if not ca.using its removal to the ~est side of the 
river in Des Moines. Two charges were entered against the commissioners: that 
they had not acted with a '' strict regard to the interests of the entire State'' 
and that they had suffered themselves to be influenced by personal bribes. 
While enough evidence was produced to convince the majority of the committee 
of the t ruth of the indictment, nothing definite could be ascertained because the 
chief witnesses refused to testify.- H ouse J ournal, 1858, pp. 711-717; Report 
on Alleged F rauds in the L ocation of the Capitol, pp. 28, 29. 

56 H ouse J ournal, 1 58, pp. 712-716; Brigham's History of Des Moines and 
P olk County, I oiva, Vol. I, p. 141; I o1oa Historical Record, Vol. IV, p. 110; 
Shambaugh 's Messages and P roclamations of tlie Governors of I owa, Vol. II, 
p. 36; The Daily Gate City (Keokuk), April 30, 1856; The Wasliington P ress, 
1f ay 7, 1856; The R egister and Leader (Des Moines), July 4, 1909; Proceedi1igs 
of the Pioneer Lawmakers ' Association of I owa, 1902, pp. 77, 78. 

The city of D es -:Moines, consisting of seven wart1s, three on the east side of 
the Des Moines River and fot1r on the west, was incorporated by an act ap
proved on J anuary 28, 1857, which took effect on February 16, 1857. The word 
'' F ort'' was now dropped f rom the name.- Laws of I owa, 1·856-1857, pp. 281-
296. 

Aside f rom the tr act of land upon which the capitol is located two other im
pol'tant conveyiances were made to the State in 1856. J ames A. Williamson 
and Thomas A. Walker gave about two and one-fifth acres, known as State 

• 
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Capitol Building Association was organized, consisting of 
the citizens of Des Moines, among whom the most prominent 
'""'Tere Thomas K. Brooks, W. A. cott, James A. Williamson, 
Joseph M. Griffith, Harry H. Griffith, J. D. Cavenor, Alex
ander haw, and Harrison Lyon.67 During the summer of 
1 56 work upon the th1--ee-story tructure known as the Old 
Brick apitol, located on lots eleven and twelve in block six 
of cott 's Addition where the oldiers' 1fonument now 
stands, was pushed with energ-y, the masonry work being 
finished by October. It was impossible, however, to have the 
building ready for the use of the ixth General Assembly 
during the winter of 1 56-1 57. Following the location of 
the capital, trade and speculation had been rampant in Des 
Moines, but in the fall there came hard times; and the cap
itol and other large building·s were only partially completed. 
An Iowa City newspaper, still clinging to the idea that the 
removal of the capital was premature thought it would be 
'' the part of wisdom to keep the Capital where it is, until 
permanent buildings are erected; in view of the accessibility 
of Iowa City and the unquestioned fact that it is the centre 
of the more populous part of the State.' ' 58 

Square, bounded on the west by Thil'teenth Street, on the east by C Street, on 
the north by Walker Street, and on the south by Maple Street. This tract of 
land was sold by the State for $8500 in accordance with an act of the Thirtieth 
General Assembly. Governor's Square, containing a little over five and one
half acres, bounded by Walnut, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Streets and block 
ele-ven of Brooks and Co. 's Addition was donated by Thomas K. Brooks and 
Wilson A. Scott. In accordance with the contemplated extension of the State 
capitol grounds provision was made by the legislature in 1913 to sell Governor's 
Square.- Proceedings of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa, 1902, pp. 
78, 79; Laws of Iowa, 1913, p. 17. 

57 Accounts differ as to the exact personnel of the sociation but practically 
agree on those mentioned.-Iowa Historical Record, Vol. IV, p. 111; Proceed-
1ngs of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of I owa, 1902, p. 77; Laws of Iowa, 
1864, p. 106. 

58 Proceedings of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association, of Iowa, 1902, p. 71; 
I owa Historical Record, Vol. IV, p. 111; Daily Evening R eporter ( Iowa City), 
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There wa indeed some agitation in the ixth General As
sembly (1 56-1 57) for the repeal of the act of 1855 locating 
the capital at Des 1foines. A petition to that effect was pre
ented in the House of Representatives, while a public meet

ing at Washington, Io,va, sent to the tate enate the 
follo"\\l"ing resolution : 

WHEREAS, a proposition is now submitted, or is about to be sub
mitted to the present General Assembly of tl1e State of Iowa, to 
repeal the la"" pas ed by the 5th General Assembly, entitled '' an act 
to relocate the eat of Government,'' therefore, 

RESOLVED That our enator and Representatives in the present 
General Assembly be in tructed to vote for, and favor in every 
legitimate "Tay, a law having that object in view.59 

uch an act was introduced in the House of Representa
tives on January 12, 1 57, but it ,vas tabled on the follo,ving 
day. The ,vhole agitation for repeal seems to have arisen 
from a misunderstanding of conditions in regard to the land 
and buildings at Des 1Ioines, many people becoming greatly 
excited when they learned that the tempo1--ary capitol build-

September 12, October 8, 1856; The Washington Press, October 8, 1856; Iowa 
Ctty Republican, June 5, 1856. 

A contemporary account describes the Old Brick Capitol as follows: 
'' It is situated on a fine eminence on the east side of the Desmoines River, 

overlooking the entire city. It is composed of brick, with the sills of the win
dows and foundations made of cut stone. The dimensions of the Capitol are 
one hundred feet long, and :fifty-six feet wide. The first story is eleven feet 
between floor and ceiling; the second is eleven and a half; the third is eighteen 
feet. The Senate Chamber is fifty-six long, ancl thirty-four wide. The Repre
sentative Hall is :fifty-six feet long, by fifty wide. The Supreme Court Room is 
fifty feet long by t1venty-four wict.e. The State Library Room is thirty-four by 
t~enty-four, and the State Office Rooms, each, are twenty-four by twenty-three 
feet. The building is roofed with tin, and the style of Architecture is Ionic. 
The entire height of the Dome is eighty-five feet. A bell has been contracted 
for, weighing fifteen hundred pounds. There is also a fire vault, the dimensions 
of which are nine feet by eleven. The Building fronts the Public Square on the 
north, and the city on the west, and will be completed by the 1st. of May, 
1857.''-The Washington Press, March 25, 1857. 

59 Senate Journal, 1856-1857, p. 316; House Journal, 1856-1857, pp. 289, 
290; The Washington Press, January 14, 1857. 
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ing was being er ected by private funds on p1'i,,ate ground 
and wa not to be O\\Tned by the tate.6° For a time it was 
thought that the r epeal would carry, but the building-- com
mittee explained that a lea e had been executed whereby the 

tate ,vould have free use of the building for any number 
of years. This explanation seemed to atisfy the critics. 6 1 

The question of the permanent location of the capital 
came before the constitutional con,.,.ention of 1 57 in connec
tion 1vith the location of the tate niver sit}r. During the 
second week of the convention a r esolution was offer ed to 
inqui1·e into the expediency of permanent ly locating the seat 
of g"ov.,ernment, the tate niver·sity, and the asyl11m s for 
the blincl and the deaf and dumb. The location of the Uni
ve1'sity cau ed the g1'eatest amount of tli cussion and it was 
larg·ely in that connection that tl1e capital was mentioned. 
The inclusion in the new Constitution of the compromise of 
1 47, whereby the tate Univer sity was to be located at 
Iowa City ,vhenever the capital should be r emoved was per
siste11tl} ... insisted upon, in spite of proposals to establish the 

60 As a matter of fact the erection of the Old Brick Capitol was :financed 
mainly with money borrowed from ithe school fund. When, on account of di
vided public sentiment in Des J\,! oines in regard to the site the local pledge to 
p rovide a suitable building without cost to the State was not fulfilled by the 
community, members of the Capitol Building Association found themselves un
able to meet their financial obligations. The Seventh General Assembly was, 
therefore, petitioned to purchase the building. rot until 1 64, however , did the 
State pay for the Old Brick Capitol, redeen1 the diverrtecl school f und, and re
lieve the men who had undertaken to provide the temporary capitol.- Brigham's 
Hlstory of Des Moines and P olk County, I ou1a, Vol. I, p. 149; Senate J ournal, 
1 58, p. 241; La1.vs of I owa, 1864, pp. 106-109. 

61 H ouse J ournal, l 56-1 57, pp. 255, 256, 273; Senate J ournal, 1 56-1 57, 
pp. 202, 235; The Washington Press, J anuary 28, February 4, 1 57. The Sixth 
General Asse111bly still refused to t ransfer the public buildings at I owa City to 
the State University, in spite of the prospect of the succeeding legisla tive ses
sion being held in Des Moines.- Ho1.,se Journal, l 56-1 57, p. 215. 

A resolution to inquire into the expediency of locating the State UniYersity, 
the capital, and the asylums for the blind and the deaf and dumb on the five 
sections selected for 1Ionroe City was enter tained in the Senate, but "·as im
mediately tabled.- Senate Journal, 1856-1857, p. 408. 

, 
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University at the fo1 .. mer ite of Monroe City, to leave the 
matter to a vote of the people, or to re t the deci ion with 
the legislature. It was objected that such clauses would 
overload the Constitution with affairs of local interest. But 
the judgment of those who ,vished permanently to settle the 
question finally p1 .. evailed, and the convention incorporated 
in the Con titution of 1 57 the foil owing section : '' The seat 
of Government is hereby permanently e tablished, as now 
fixed by la,v, at the City of Des 11oines, in the County of 
Polk; and the tate University at Iowa City, in the County 
of Johnson. '' 62 

In order to validify the acts of tate officers and to fulfill 
his duty prescribed by the act of 1 55 re-locating the eat of 
government, Governor James "\V. Grimes on October 19, 
1 57, officially decla1 .. ed '' the Capital of the tate of Io,va to 
be established under the constitution and la,~ts of the tat 
at Des Moines in Polk County''. 63 Although the ne,v capitol 
building at Des 11oines was still unfinished, the tate officers 
had begun packing and moving the contents of their several 
offices by the first of October. no\v flew before the task 
was completed. The following description from the pen of 
a contemporary is illustrati,re of the difficulties encountered 
in removing the records and other necessary equipment of 
the various State offices from Iowa City to Des Moines : 

The removal of the state offices and the archives belonging to the 
state \\7as a matter of no ordinary unde1 .. taking. There were no rail-

62 Debates of the Constitutionai Conventio11, of 1857, Vol. I, p. 88; Vol. II, 
pp. 648, 770, 771, 801, 811, 824, 838-841, 877, 922-934, 1017, 1092; Constitittion 
of Iowa, Art. XI, Sec. 8. 

63 In spite of the seemingly irrevocable action of the General Assembly, the 
constitutional convention, and the Governor, there were nevertheless some reso
lutions introduced in the House of Representatives during the session of the 
Se,Tenth General Assembly to r emove the capital from Des Moines to Marshall, 
in Marshall County. A bill was even introduced providing for the r e-location of 
the seat of government, but it was declared to be unconstitutional by the com
mittee on the judiciary.- House Journal, 1858, pp. 566, 578, 708. 
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roads in the state, and the public high \,ays were but dimly outlined 
in our wide extended prairies. kunk river had to be crossed to 
reach Des l\Ioines. This stream had a bad r eputation that extended 
from l\Iaine to California as to its habit of spreading itself. Several 
of the small streams had no bridges. Therefore, teamsters and con
tractors "'yere not anxious to undertake the job of removal. The 
citizens and teamster of Des Ioines, ho\vever, solved the problem 
by sending men and teams from De :\loines to as ist in the removal. 
Among the men sent ,,·as the Rev. Ezra Rathburn one of Des 
l\Ioines' pioneer ministers. 

The removal of the four safes, consi ting of one each for the secre
tary of state, the treasurer of state, the auditor of state, and the 
superintendent of public instruction, ,Yas let to Dr. Jesse Bowen of 
Io\va ity, who delivered tl1em safely in the ne\v capitol after many 
days of hard and tedious ~~ork. The state trea urer 's safe was much 
the largest and very heavy. During the journey it was left in the 
open prairie near Little Four l\.Iile creek in Polk county for several 
days and nights, until the storm abated and the ground was frozen 
sufficient so that it could be hauled on a large bob-sled. When it 
arrived in Des l\Ioines it ,vas dra \m by ten yoke of oxen. Its arrival 
was hailed with great delight, not only by the citizens of Des Ioines, 
but by the state officers and their deputies, for in it \,"as the gold and 
silver coin that was to pay them their last month's salary.64 

Almost twenty years elapsed f1 .. om the time when Iowa 
was organized as a Territory until the capital of the State 
was permanently located at Des Moines. During that pe
riod there were seventeen sessions of the General Assembly. 
Although Des Moines has been the seat of government of 
Iowa for fifty-eight years it is only within the last thirty
two years that a permanent capitol building has been af
forded by the State. From the time when the Old B1 .. ick 
Capitol became the home of the g·overnment, in October, 
1857, it continued to house the State offices and the General 
Assembly for twenty-six years, witnessing sixteen sessions 
of the legislature. 

64 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 
II, p. 110; The Washington Press, November 4, 1857; Proceedin,gs of the Pio
neer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa, 1902, pp. 79, 80. 
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In 1909 a commission was appointed to locate and erect a 
memorial to the memory of William B. Allison. In the work 
of this commission the mo,1 ement for the expansion of the 
capitol grounds had its inception, although the improve
ment of the grounds has been urged by every Governor since 
1900. Now it appears that Iowa is to surround its capitol 
b3r improvements that will do honor to the chief edifice of 
the Commonwealth. 
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