
OTE D 01LvfE.i: T 

The annual 1neeting of the .i\ssociation of .i\.merican J_;a ,v cl1ools 

"as held in l1ica o duri11g the holi<la)·s . 

..1. ,.e"v b1 tories of Lee, Bl1cl1anan, and Jeffe;r on counties ha·ve re­

cently· appeared; and historie of l\fadi on and larke col1nt1es are 
being prepared. 

On ctober 21, 1914, at Dt1buque occ11rred the deatl1 of Alexander 

Si1nplot, ,vho ''"as born in Dt1buc1t1e on Januar.}· 5, 1837. 

The Pioneer of Van B11ren Oltnty held their annual meeting 
late in epten1ller, 1914. tcarl)T ninet~T oltl ettlers ,vere registerecl, 

man)" of ,vbom ca1ne to tl1e county during tl1e forties .. 

The Io,Ya st1rvivors of tl1e battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, 

celebrated the :fift)""-sccond anniversary of the battle on Decen1bcr 7, 

1914, at olumbus Junction. 

'l'he th irty-sixtl1 annual reunion of the Old Settlers' Ascsocia lion 

of J effer on 'ounty "as held at Fairfield on October 1, 1914. 

At tl1e Butler ol1nty Fair last fall a reunion of old settlers ~'as 
held, and tl1ere ,vere regislerecl t,venty-five persons ,vl10 have l1vccl 

in the county for more than :fifty :rears. 

~fr. Alonzo . Parl{er, a pron1inent lo~·a attorne)', died at l1is 

ho1ne in Des i\foines on oven1ber 7, 1914. 

T11e Grinn 11 cl1apt r of tl1e Da11ghters of tl1e .i\.merican Revolu­

tion has installed a bronze tablet on tl1e site of the first l1ouse in that 

city. 

Tl1e European ,,,ar ,ras the c.:a11se of the postpone1nent of tl1e 

meeting of t11c T1netcc11t}1 International ongress of An1cricauists 
which ,, as to l1ave been held at \Vasbington, D. , in October. 
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The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Iowa Library Association 
was held at ~Iarshalltown on October 20-22, 1914. 

The recent finding of a. Spanish coin, bearing the date 1787, near 
~IcGregor, Iowa, recalls the fact that this region was a Spanish 
possession from 1762 until 1800; and that one Basil Giard for sev­
eral years occupied a Spanish land grant covering the present site 
of ~fcGregor. 

1Ir. E. E. Johnson, r esiding near Homer, Iowa, has discovered on 
his land an Indian mound containing a number of relics, among 
which is an Indian pipe, made not of pipestone, but of slate and 
having a short mouthpiece instead of merely an opening for the 
insertion of a reed stem, as is the case with most of the Indian pipes 
found in this r egion. 

The .American Political Science Association held its annual meet­
ing in Chicago on December 29-31, 1914. Papers on constitutional 
guarantees, the reorganization of State government, and the city­
manager plan, and a conference on the teaching of American gov­
ernment were among the features of the meeting. 

Early in December ther e was installed in the rooms of the Daven­
port .Academy of Sciences a collection of relics and other material 
illustrative of the history and customs of the Fox Indians. The 
collection was made by Dr. Truman Michelson of the American 
Bureau of Ethnology. 

Interest in the marking of historic spots and highways in Iowa is 
being promoted by the various chapters of Daughters of the Amer­
ican Revolution in this State. Special attention has been given to 
the ~Iormon Trail across the southern part of the State, the mark­
ing of which was begun in October , 1913, by the erection of a tablet 
in the city of K eokuk. 

A ne,Yspaper item reports that early in October the ferry between 
Dubuque and East Dubuque was discontinued because there is no 
further demand for it. This was one of the ear]iest ferries across 
the 1Iississippi between Iowa and Illinois and has been in operation 
for nearly eighty )~ears. I ts discontinuance marks the passing of 
another reminder of pioneer days. 

• 
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~ tl1d nts of ~r i 1 ippi \Tall )1' hist or)!' ,,1111 be interested to kno,v 

tl1at after tnltcl1 in\·e tiaation I>rofe sor IIerbcrt E. 13olton has 

located tl1e . 1te of La 1 alle · Clttle1neut on the Gulf coast after 111s 

d1 a trou expeclitio11 to fot1nd a colon)!' at the 1not1tl1 of the l\f1s 1 -

1ppi River. l)rofes or 13olton !)lace tl1e ettlement on tl1e Garc1ta 

River abot1t fi,·e 1111les fro111 it 1not1tl1; a11d l1e ha Jlrov~d that I1a 

alle ,vas n1urd red at a J)lace near the pre c11t to,Yn oi "avasota, 
Texa,, instead of on tl1e Trinit)T or ~cchc River, a 1 u t1ally 
stated. 

n Octoller 22, 1Dl4, at ananclaigua, 1 -c,v York, occurr d the 

deatl1 of Ed,vard F. \Vin lo,v, ,vho ,vas the colonel of tl1e Ji,011rtl1 
Io,va a,·alrJ" t111til pron1otecl to a l1igl1er rank a11d ,,·110 ,,,.as one of 

tl1e mo t pron1i11ent a11cl st1cce f11l office1 · 1n tl1e ,, e tern army. 

Aft r the ,var lie ,vas for 111aU)" ~·ear pro11i1nen t l~v engaged 1n the 

buildi11g and managen1e11t of railroa<l~ in th1 country·, l1i last 
position l>eing tl1e presidency of the Fr1c;co Ra1l\vay system. Gen­

eral "\'\rinslo,,r ,va born 1n l\faine on 1eptember 2 , 1 37, and in 1 56 
he ca1ne to Io,, a and engaged in mercantile business at nit. Pleasant. 

S~IITII .hlcPHERSON 

Judge mitl1 11cP11erson "'as born at Iooresville, l\Iorgan oun­
tJ', Incliana, on Fe}Jrl1arJP 14, 1 4 . In Jt1ne, 1 70, lie ,,pas graduated 
fro111 the La \V De1)art1nent of the ► ,tate "'11ivcrsity of Io,va, ancl 

soon thereafter lJegan tl1e practice of la,v at I~ed Oak, \Yhicl1 lia 

been l1is ho111e do,vn to tl1e tin1e of 1 i deatl1. l\Iany official l1onors 

came to Judge i\fcPl1erson as is indicated by the follo,,·ing 11 t of 

positions ,vhicl1 lie held : District Attorne)" of tlie tl1ird juclicial clis­
tr1ct of Io,\a, 1 74-1 0; Attorney General of Iowa, 1 0-1 5; 
Representative from the Ninth 1ongress1onal District of Io,va, 
1 99-1900; nited tates Judge for the southern cli trict of Io,Ya, 

1900 to the ti1ne of l1is deatl1. During the period of his service in 
the latter position he rendered 1nany decisions of far-reacl1ing im­
portance. Judge ~fcPherson died at his home in Red Oak on 
January 17, 1915. 
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WORK OF REV. DOUGLASS IN CHURCH IDSTORY 

A monumental work on the history of the Congregational Church 
in Iowa is being written by the Rev. Truman 0. Douglass of Grin­
nell, who bas spent many years in the service of that church in this 
State and who is the author of several books and articles dealing 
with various phases of Congregational history. At present he is 
engaged in writing biographical sketches of Congregational minis­
ters in Iowa from pioneer days do,vn to comparatively recent times. 
He has already completed eight manuscript volumes, each contain­
ing from three hundred and fifty to six hundred pages and it is 
expected that there will be three more volumes. 

The first volume is entitled '' The Patriarchs and Their Associ­
ates''. The ''patriarchs'' are Asa Turner, Reuben Gaylord, Julius 
A. Reed, Oliver Emerson, and John C. Holbrook; and among the 
'' associates'' are William P. Apthorp, the first Congregational min­
ister in Iowa, Zeriah K. Hawley, Thomas P. Emerson, Allen B. 
Hitchcock, Charles Burnham, Aaron Dutton, Charles Granger, 
Israel Holmes, and Thomas Dutton. 

Volume two is devoted to the lives of the members of the famous 
'' Iowa Band''; and the succeeding volumes deal with the men who 
built and served the Congregational churches in Io,va from 1840 
down to the eighties; after which the writer proposes to '' leave the 
younger men to some other hand.'' '' l\Iy principal reason for 
writing these sketches'', says Rev. Douglass, '' is to put into shape 
a great mass of material which is lying around loose, and which is 
likely to be lost unless I gather it up.'' It is not possible to com­
mend too highly a work such as that in which Rev. Douglass is 
engaged. 
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1 74. J~eccivccl 1he cl grcc of I{ _\ fro111 Ilighla11ll I1arl, 'ol-

]r.a i111912; nnd the d ,grec of 1\1. 1\ . fron1 th· .'tat1,.. 11iv r.if~· 
of Io,va in 19]4. 'l'<1l1ght fo11r ., ears in the r11ral school~·. n11d 
for tl1r e )'ears in the grade schoo] at G111hrie cnt r, Io,v:1. 

Jlri11cipal of the grade scl1ools at, 1rt'sto11, Io,va, for 1 ,vo .Ycn1·~; 
nnd s11pcrinte11dcnt of scl1ools for three ~' \nrs at .1\fto11, Io,va. 
1:c1,r~s"ntativc of the i\lacn1il]a11 '01nr>a11:r, 1905-l!JJ0; an(l 

r)prese11tative or the J . '. IIeath •ou1pnn.v, 1910-1913. 111 

c.'<tensio11 ,vork at 1he , 1tate lJnivcrsit)-~ of I o,,·a 111cc lDl:J. 

J•:tlitor of tltr. U11ivcrsify l!lxtnn..,ion 11ullatins. 
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