NOTES AND COMMENT

John Nollen, one of the pioneer Hollanders of Pella, Iowa, and 2
man who has exerted a strong influence in the community, died on
May 31, 1914.

Jedediah Lake of Independence, a member of the Ninth General:
Assembly of Towa, and Lieutenant Colonel and later Colonel of th
Twenty-seventh ITowa Infantry during the Civil War, died on Jun
7. 1914.

Histories of the following Iowa counties are reported as 1n proces:
of preparation: Audubon, Buchanan. Des Moines, Harrison, an
Shelby.

Sitting-Bull-Custer, an out-door Indian drama, written by Aar
MeGaffey Beede, was presented on June 1st, on the campus of 1l
North Dakota Agricultural College at Fargo.

The War Eagle Memorial Association of Sioux City has locat
th“ hli*‘ “'t' 1]1{-‘ }_{'I‘H‘s'{‘ U[I thl‘ i’llli‘1.1¢lll_], \\';]1‘ li:”}_:'lt_l‘ Hlld a tﬂ]*}h‘;t “111 1
erected to mark the spot until sufficient funds can be secured for b

erection of a monument.

The seniors of the East Des Moines High School on May 1ot
presented a pageant depicting the coming of the white man 10 Loy

and the building of Fort Des Moines.

The magnificent private library of Clarence M. Burton of Detrol
: . : . x4
which has been used by many historians, has been donated to

Library Commission of that city.

Professor Frederic Austin Ogg has been appointed to an associ

professorship in political science at the University of Wisconsit

; = . - . : . ] L ' Y a0l
Dr. E. Dana Durand is in charge of the work of the Minneso!
e

Efficiency and Economy Commission, which 1s preparing 4 plan

the reorganization of the State government.
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A spot on the capitol grounds at Des Moines has been chosen by
the Allison Monument Commission tor the erection of the Allison |
memorial. It is expected that work on the memorial will proceed

dS l‘u]ait”}‘ dsS I_H_'_!H.‘sih]l.‘.

Mr. E. W. Tallmon and W. W. Gardiner of Davenport both have
in their possession large collections of pictures of Mississippi and
1ihh;lfhww'xtwnnlhnnts.]und'nlul present. These collections will be
of much value to anyone interested In the history of river trans-

portation.

Among the cities of some size which have recently adopted the
commission plan of government are San Antonio, Texas, and Sag-
maw and Marquette, Michigan. The plan has also virtually been
accepted in Seattle, Washington. The city-manager plan is meeting
with favor in various parts of the country, especially in the smaller |

places, |

(n .\I;i}‘ 2, 1914. oceurred the death of Professor N H. Winchell. |
whose work in the geology and early history of the Upper Missis-
SIppi Valley is well known. Duringe the twenty-eight years from |
1872 to 1900 he conducted the Minnesota Geological Survey. He
tounded the American Geologist, and was its principal editor from
1888 to 1905. F'rom 1906 to the time of his death he had charee of

Thkl}ﬁpnrtnhqll{ﬂ‘i\ruhuuu]ng}'nl'fhv Minnesota Historical Soclety.

The forty-third annual reunion of the Old Settlers’ Association of

Cedar County was held at Tipton on June 10, 1914. this being the |
seventy-fourth anniversary of the first settlement of the county:. "

rm'm-“"m-” persons who came to Cedar ('HIIIIT}' before the close of

the year 1850 were 1n attendance at the reunion.

and Henry Ward Beecher, were visitors at the Grinnell home,

s i

Which wag one of the centers of anti-slavery sentiment in Iowa.

rr . - . . ) i . | - , } SR~
he historic home of Josiah B. Grinnell at Grinnell., Towa. has r

been purchased and torn down to give place to a more modern | .
. WL, . ' e
residence. The house was built during the fifties and had an in- | a
: _ . . | g
‘eresting history. Many notable persons, 1ncluding John Brown | |
\ \ + '3
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Numeroys fugitive slaves were hidden away 1n the house from

i .."-. i I

S ——

i ———

e

s e e —




170 TOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

time to time while on their trip to Canada over the Underground

Railway.

The Nineteenth International Congress of Americanists will be
held in Washington, D. C., October 5-10, 1915. President Wilson
will be the official patron; while Hon. John W. Foster 1s the presi-
dent of the organization. An excursion in connection with the meet-
ine will include a visit to the Davenport Academy of Sciences at

I};ik‘t'll]}nl‘l. ]nu':l.

The death of W. S. Wilkinson, who came to Madison County,
[owa. in 1848. occurred on June 4, 1914. Mr. Wilkinson has been a
frequent contributor to the knowledge of the history of that county,

both through his own writings and through information willingly

gi\'.-n to others. |

This vear marks the fiftieth anniversary ot the establishment ol fl
the Territory of Montana and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
admission of the State into the Union. A number of celebrations
are being planned at various points; while an unusually large
amount of material in the way of reminiscences is appearing in th

newspapers of the State.

An effort is being made in Marshall County to form an associd
tion composed of natives of the county who are over fifty years 0
ace. About one hundred invitations to persons having these quali

fications were issued for a picniec which was held on June 20th.

On June 16th occurred the death of John Harlan, an early settler
of Van Buren County, lowa. He was born in [ndiana in 1821 of
Quaker ancestry, and came to [owa in 1875. He was the orand
father of Edear R. Harlan, Curator of the Historical Department 0!
lowa. and a distant relative of James Harlan, former United

States Senator from lowa.

On May 12 and 13, 1914, there was held in New York City
National Conference on Universities and Publie Service, the call for
which was issued by Mayor John Purroy Mitchell. The conferent
was held under the auspices of the committee on practical training

1'111‘ ]Hl'llit' Hi*l‘\'it'i' ﬂ’[' '[hl‘ ;\nli_‘l"h';lll Pt‘}li’fi{.'iil Hi'i('lll't‘ .\HHW'“'“““'
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lergrou composed of the following members: Charles MeCarthy, Albert

Bushnell Hart, Benj. F. Shambaugh, William F. Willoughby, and

Y- I ey s " Sy e » :
Raymond G. Gettell, with Edward A. F itzpatrick as executive sec-

| ]‘!ll;il'”\ ’1“1 l- .,- e _‘J _.‘_ L : . '
nt Wil ~ Fhe main topies of discussion were: the upbuilding of
governmental administration. the greatest need of American democ-

| racy ; public service as a career: the munieipal university; publie
S Service activities of umiversities — a record is what is being done :

the national university: and the question, should universities give
credit for work in governmental bureaus and other agencies as out-

lmed by the committee on practical training for public service.

The Harris Political Secience Prizes, established by Mr. N. W.
Harris of Chicago, were awarded to the tollowing persons for the
year 1913-1914: the first prize of $250 to Willits Pollock of the
University of Wisconsin for an essay on ‘‘Municipal Home Rule
and the Wisconsin Commissions’’: the second prize of $150 to Ivan
O. Hansen of the University of Minnesota for an essay on the
~Relation of the State to the Municipality with Special Reference
to Minnesota’’; and the third prize of $100 to Clark P. Currier of
Beloit College for an essay on “"Judicial Review of Administrative
Decisions’’. The prizes are offered again for the yvear 1914-1915
and the contest is open to undergraduates of all the colleges and
umversities in Indiana. Illinois. Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota.

and lowa. The subjects for essays for the coming vear are the re-

organization of S+. : : :
Tganization of State government, the city manager plan of munie-

e | a1

Ipal government, the Monroe Doctrine, and the public regulation of

wages.
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Dr. Benj. F. Shambaugh of Iowa City is the Towa member

0 . A N . - I ¢ 1 ] . : | : .
L the committee on the Harris prizes and turther information may
be secured from him.
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JOHN FORREST DILLON

In the death of Judge John F. Dillon in New York City on May 5,
f} : i \ W [ - " '
J14, the State of Iowa lost one of 1ts most famous sons. Although

Judge Dillon was born in New York in 1831 he came to Davenport,
[lf}‘-.‘-.';{? i]]

I

1838, the year in which the Territory of Towa was estab-
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lished : and thereafter he lived in Iowa continuously for more than
forty vears.

Judge Dillon was during his youth attracted to a career in the
practice of medicine. With this end in view he entered the Daven-
port Medical College, from which institution he graduated in 1850;
after which he practiced for a few months and was one of the
founders of the Towa State Medical Society. But soon he began the
study of law and was admitted to the bar in 1852, soon afterward
entering into partnership with John P. Cook of Davenport. As
prosecuting attorney of Scott County from 1852 to 1858 he dis-
played such ability that in the latter year he was elected Judge of
the Seventh Judicial District, a position which he held until 1863,
when he was chosen as a justice of the Towa Supreme Court. After
one term of six years in this capacity he was appointed by President
Grant as Judge of the United States Circuit Court for the Eighth
District. Ten years he remained in this federal position and then
resiened to accept a position in the law college of Columbia Uni-
versity.

Since 1882 Judee Dillon was engaged in legal practice in New
York City, being counsel at various times for some of the largest cor:
porations in the country and gaining an enviable reputation. More-
over. he is widely known for his many books and other writings on

legal topies. Without doubt Judge Dillon’s name will always be

found among those of the greatest lawyers which the State ol [owa

has produced.

GEORGE DOUGLAS PERKINS

George D. Perkins, the veteran editor of the Swux City Jowrnal,
died on February 3, 1914. He was born at Holly, New York, on
February 29, 1840, and during his boyhood his parents came West,
finally locating at Baraboo, Wisconsin, where Mr. Perkins learned
the printer’s trade. In 1860, 1n partnership with his brother
Henry, he established the Cedar Falls Gazette. He enlisted 1)
1863 in Company B., Thirty-first lowa [nfantry, but atter a hriet
service in the field he was taken seriously ill and did not recover

for many months. After acting as agent for the Northwestert

-
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Press Association at Chicago for three years, in 1869 he established
the Stouz City Journal, of which new spaper he remained the editor
down to the time of his death.

Mr. Perkins took a prominent part 1n Towa politics. He was
a member of the State Senate in the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth General Assemblies. From 1882 to 1885 he was United
States Marshal for the Northern Distriet of Towa. Then in 1891
he was elected as Congressman from the Eleventh Congressional
District of Towa, an office to which he was twice reélected. In
1906 he was an unsuccessful candidate for the nomination for
Governor; and many times he was s delegate from Towa to the
national conventions of the Republican party.

As an editor, as a public servant. and as a private citizen, Mr.
Perkins always held the confidence and respect of the people of
Iowa, and his name deserves 2 high place in the list of Towa’s

greatest citizens.

JOSTIAH L. PICKARD

Dr. Josiah L. Pickard, who was known and loved by many lowa
people, died at his home in Cupertino, California, on March 27.
1914, having just passed his ninetieth birthday. He was born
on March 17, 1824. at Rowley, Massachusetts. In 1844 he was
graduated from Bowdoin College, and two years later he removed
first to Elizabe th, Illinois, and later in the same yvear to the Terri-
tory of Wisconsin, where he bec ame the Principal of Platteville
Ac ‘ademy. After remaining in that position for nearly fourteen
years, he was State Superintendent of Public Instruction in W3 18-
consin from 1860 +to 1864. In the latter year he accepted the
position of Superintendent of Schools of the city of Chicago, where
he remained until 1877.

It was in 1878 that Dr. Pickard began his long period of service
to the people of Towa as President of the State Unive rsity. The
nine years during which he held this position witnessed a steady
growth in the size. strength, and prestige of the University. He
resigned gas President in 1887 but remained at the University for
UWO years as a lecturer. For nineteen years, from 1881-1900. he
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was President of The State Historical Society of lIowa. His de-
clining years have been spent in California.

Dr. Pickard ranked high among the pioneer leaders in the move-
ment for higher education in the West, and he was the writer of
numerous valuable articles on educational topics. He also took
a keen interest in local history, as is indicated by his long official
connection with The State Historical Society. He made many con-
tributions to the literature of Iowa history, including the best
historical sketch of the State University of Iowa that has thus far
heen written. and some very interesting reminiscences entitled A
Retrospect of Swrty Years. He was a man who will long be cher-

ished in the memories of those who knew him.
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JACOB VAN DER Zrp
0B VAN DER ZEE, Research Associate in The State His-

tr'}.i'i" H ‘-l - i . "

| L Society of Towa. and [nstructor in Political Science in
the State Univercitoe f

¢ State University of Towa. (See THE Towa JourNAL oF

I“ » U7 . ) ™ -
FORY AND PorLiTics for January, 1913, p. 142.)

IJHI‘[:-.', ). TED YO Y O v
; | pLzLL.;\ahlatn:H.l’rutvsﬁen':n'4\:nurivnr|lliﬁtur\'in
e State | mversity ot lowa. (See Tae lowa Joi I‘\'\l‘ OF

History Anp Povrrics for January, 1913, p. 142
l,ln"[a m :
'HoMmAs JoNES, Member of The State Historical So

¢lety ; g N 4 b
: of lowa. (See 'ne Iowa Journar, OF HISTORY AND
OLITICS for April, 1914. p. 320.)
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