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F R TRA.DE OPER TI N L. THE EA TER1 IOVV 
() .L TTRY l DER TI-IE p A .1. TI II REGI fE 

A a re ult of th d f at of Fr nch arrn, by Engli h 
soldier and ailor in .t'un rica and Europ can1 the 
vacua tion of th l Tpper fi i ippi ·val! y by Fr nch 

t1·001, .
1 

Fu1·th 1·1no1· in 176:_, 011 sr a1· b fo1· tl1< ,\1,11·
riuo· uatiou. io·n d th tr at. of p acC' "h •r by l!in°·land 
,, on anada France by a er t arrang- m 11t 011, ey d to 
, pain all th Ya t territory " - . t of th fi ·i ippi Ri, er, 
·o that henceforth th Iowa " -ill rn . lay within th juri 
diction of 'pani. h official at 1 r w Orl an . B) this ce sion 
of Loni iana to pain, the Fr nch rid th m elv of a 
territor: which, by r a on of th nearn and c01n1n rcial 
rivalry of th Engli h, th y had d paired of b in°· ab] to 
p1·e 1 r,~e a11cl ,, .. 110 l )O io11 th 0 ·1· cl of ~-,1· 11cl1 °·0,

1
-

e1·1101· and 1nplo)"e l1acl mad ,T 1· .. ~ bt11·cle11 ome to th.} 
go, e1·11111 11t of F1·anc . 2 

But 01n time b for th pani h atte1npted to admini t r 
affair in the n w domain, nglo- axons 1nadc th ir ap-
J)eara11ce i11 the \' all y. ea1·l:'" as 1760 E11 °·li. 11 colo11i t 
from the A.tlantic coa t found th ir wav ov rland to the ., 

1li . i. ippi, and thu prec l d Briti h troop : th French 
in 01n alarm not cl that th "vigilant" Engli h ha I 
renc11 ~cl the Rock Ri\" 1 .. ancl invit cl the I11clia11 11atio11s to 
come to t1·ad . Fo11r y a1.. lat r othe1· t1·acle1· , an1011g· th 111 

ome of Dutch ance try from lbany. w r looking for 
bu , i1w s in the \Vi consin country. VVh n thi · r egion ea t 

l See the ,,·riter's article in THE Io,va JOUR~AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, 
"\

701. XII 3-3 ' p. D • 
2 

Robertson ·'s Louzs1011a under s11a1n, I/ra nee, and the United tate~, 1785-
1807, Vol. I, p. 296. 
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of the Mississippi was opened to the English, eager traders 
£1 .. om the thirteen colonies lost no time in hastening west
,va1·d to reap the benefits of English domination.3 

J01 ATHAl CARVER 

Among the earliest English visitors to the Mississippi 
was Jonathan Car\Ter, a traveler or explorer who repre
sented that he was a physician and a captain, though he 
was only a Yankee shoemaker from Connecticut, with se
rious fur t1·ade propensities. He arrived, in October, 1766, 
at Prairie du Chien, which he described as a '' great ma1~t, 
where all the adjacent t1·ibes, and even those who inhabit 
the remote b1 .. anches of the l\1ississippi, annually assemble 
about the latter end of May, bringing with them their fu1·s 
to dispose of to the traders.'' The Indians, he adds, some
times bore their furs southward or to Mackinac as it suitecl 

their interest. 
Carver came from 11ackinac with a large party of Eng-

lish and Canadian traders, and from Prairie du Chie11 
crossed over to the Iowa shore of the Mississippi. There 
upon the banks of a little river called by the French ''Le 
Jaun Riviere'' and designated upon Carver's map as 
'' Y allow River'', they took up their residence f 01-- the ",.i11-
ter. Carver, however, continued his journey northwar~cl b)" 

3 Wisconsin, Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. xvi, 217, 263. 
Ignorant of the transfer of the country west of the Mississippi to Spain, 

many Frenchmen now sought the cover of their flag across the river. P1errA 
and Auguste Chouteau set up a trading cabin on the site of the present city of 
St. Louis. Pierre Laclede came in 1764 as the projector of a new fur cornpany 
and established a station on the same spot. A little later the new settle1nent of 
traders was getting Indian trade on the Missouri and on the Mississippi as far 
north as the Illinois and Wisconsin rivers. There was danger now tba t all the 

trade of the Valley would slip away from the English of Canada. '' To un· 
settle this savage regard f or their rivals and to rehabilitate this In<lian trade 
so that the seaboard could profit by it, was now a vital question with the Eng· 
lish' ', who soon began to appear in the Valley to wring profits fron1 tra~e 
with the natives.- Winsor 's TJie M ississippi Basin, p. 433; and Winsor s 

Westward Movemerit, pp. 23, 24, 25. 
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canoe returnino· in th prin°· for 0 ·oo 1. . II seem to have 
n•maiu 1 in thi r gion for abont two) ar. and c rtain pub
Ii her. th n ga,· to th world th r ult of hi travel .. 4 

~ PAIJ. ..... \i\7) TIIE IOW .. \. "\\,ILDER~E 

pani h official took char0 • of th affair: of 1Tpp r 
Loui iana in the year 176 . In hi in trnction. to a captain 
who was to build two fort at th 1nouth of th iic.i ouri 
River th fir t . 'pani h Go,· rnor-G •n ral anuonnc d that 
th Ln o-Ji h ( \..m rican ) hould not b allowed to com • 
into "hi iaj ty' territori to trad with th . a va 

0
• 

trib ", and En°·li h ubj ct hon] 1 b pr v nt d fron1 
ent rin°· the l\ii. ouri a "- 11 a all other riv r 011 th 
ri<rht bank of th l\ii i . ippi. In ia. · an 1 Jun', 176f), 
amon,v the tribe which r orted to th , 'pani h . ttlenicnt 
for tra le and pre cnts "er th " yooua ", 8ioux, an l 
, acs and Foxe. . In 1 eel at tlt villa 0 • near th pr :ent 
~it of t. Loui , pani h and 1! r nch in rchants n1ai11tain d 
"lHagazine " fro1n ,,·hich they wcr ' nab] d ,vith Ease to 
tran port th ir i rchan 1i into the int rior Part '' of 
Iring Geor 0 ·e' territory to th north, an 1 h r ome Fr nch 

anadian ,·en bou 0 ·ht th ir uppli · for th Indian tra 1 . 
1Dn°·li h tra lers "\Y r aware that their 'panish n i

0
·hbor 

wanted "1nuch to noTo all the tracl with the Saak. ', 
who seen1 to ha,·e planted a p rman nt village at the mouth 
of the Rock Rh·er about 1767 in order to pro. ·ecute their 
hunt. not onlv in the Illinoi but al. o in the Iowa countr, .' .. .. 

PETER POXD 

Amon°· the Eno•li h trader. of the t rpper fi i sippi Val
ley wa P ter Pond: th 1nost int r tin°· 0 ·limp e of th, 

• TV iscon sin H, sto, ,cal Co/ foctions, Vol. XVIII, p. x\'ii ; and a n•cr 's 1' ra uels, pp. 50, 51, 93. 
5 

IIouck's The Spanish Regime in Mi~sou11 , Vol. I, pp. 13, 24, 74; ancl 
Wisconsiu Historical Collections, Yo!. XVIII, pp. 290, 291, 299, 300, 305, 306. 
See also the Ioua ll,stoncal Record, Vol. XVII, p. 316. 
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Iov a country at this early time has been preserved for us 
in the narrative of this Yankee from Connecticut. At an 
early age, as he relates, ''the same Inklanation & Sperit 
that my nsesters Profest'' caused him to become a 
'' olge'' (soldier) and later to go west. Of his experiences 
in the Far West of that day he wrote a journal the orthog
raphy of which, as indicated above, is simply Yankee dialect 
rendered to suit the tastes of the most ad,ranced advocate 
of phonetic spelling·. nlettered though he was, Pond 
someho,v acqui1 .. ed a vocabula1 .. y by means of ,vhich he gave 
xpression to his thol1ghts and ideas in one of the most 

remarkable records of early American life in the Great 
Valley. T1 .. aveling· by the Fox-Wisconsin waterway late in 
1773, he described the Fox Indians,G tarried at one of their 
villages neat" the mouth of the Wisconsin, and camped late1· 
upon the Iowa shore. To quote his own words : 

fter Suplying myself "·ith such Artickels as I "~anted and they 
Had to Spare I gave them um Creadeat [ credit] and Descended 
the River to the Iouth ,vhich emteys into the ~Iasseippey and ros 
that River and Incampt. The Land along the River as you desend 
A pears to be Exalant. Just at Night as ,,,.e ,,rare Incampt ,ve Per
seaved Large fish Cuming on the arfes of the Water. I had then a 
Diferant trader ,vith me ,vho had a nu1nber of l\1en with him. ·\\Te 
were Incampt ear Each other. We Put our Hoock and Lines into 
tl1e Water and L eat them Ly all nite. In the l\Iorning ,ve Per
seaved thare ,vas fish at the Hoocks and ,,Tent to the Wattr Eag 
[ ,,rater's edge] and halld on our line. Thay Came H eavey. At 
Length ,,re hald one asl1ore that wade a Hundered and fol1r Pol1nds 
- a Seacond that was One Hunde1·ed Wate - a third of Se,1ent)

1 

five Pounds. The l\len ,,Tas Glad to Sea this for thay Had not Eat 
mete for Sum Days nor fish for a long time. We asked our 1nen 

s Wisconsin, Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 330, where he declares: 
'' They are Insolent to this Day and Inclineing Cheater ey thay will if they 

Can Git Creadit from the trader in the fall of ye Year to pay in the Spring 
after thay Have 1iiade thare Hunt But When you Mete them in Spring as 
Know them Personeley ask for your Pay and thay Will Speake in tbare One 
Languege if they Speake at all Which is not to be understood or Other "'

8
Y

8 

thay Will Look Sulkey and 1fake you no answer and you loes your Debt.'' 

• 

f 



r u 

t a 
perlt 
e 
nee 
ho 
~le 

la 

d 

d 
d 

t 

EA TER.1. IO"\VA lrNDER TI-IE P.A.~1 II 3-9 
,J 

IIo,v 111ene~r '\Ien the Large t Yrould Give a J\feale. .._ 1l11n of tl1e 
I1argc t Eater acle t,,Tel,·e n1en "\\7011ld Eat it at a i\Ieal. \\?e 
J\greacl to Give }'e fl 11 if tl1aJ" ,,ro11lcl find t,Yelv 1n n tl1a t ,vo11l<l 
11nde1·take it. 'I'l1e~" 13egan to Drr it. Tl1e fl h ,,1a ,vhat ,,ra (1alcl 
tl1e at fi 11. It IIad a large flat H a(l ixteen I11cl1e 13et,,,ene tl1e 
ei.. . 'l'hc.\y .._ kincl it -

1

t1t it up in tl1r e large OJ)pe1r ~ 111cl1 as 
,ve l1a,,e fol' 1he Y ot1 e of Otll' 111en. After it ,, a '\Vell Boilcl tl1a}" 

• •a,vd it 11p ancl all Got Round it. Tl1,1~' Bega11 and I•'at tl1c l10Je 
,,,itl1ot1t tl1 lea t tl1ing \Yitl1 it Bt1t Salt ,111d 1.

1 t1111 of th '111 I)rc1nl{ 
of th J-'icke1~ it ,va 1 oil cl in Tl1e Otl1e1~ t \VO ,, ~ Sa r,1 e<l oi1 t to tl1e 
1 emainder of the People who fini heel them in a Short 1ime. 'I hay 
all Declard t}1a,,. felt the Beat r of tl1are ~Ieale ?\or (lid I l 1 er ea,re • 

t]1at l~11eJr of tl1e111 ,vare ick 01· 01n1)lainc1., 

r xt 1no1·11i11 °· th ,? 1'ec1·0 eel tl1 1·i ,"Pei· to P1·ai1·ie c111 ~ " 

l1ien "h r trader p ciallr Fr ncl11n n, and Indians 
r n ] zYou ed ach fall an 1 . pring b for• th ) di p •r. cl 
fo1· tl1e l111nt a11 l cl1a . Po11,l ~ ta,·0 1 t 11 lc.1 r ,l11cl (11 

" . 
JJatcl1ec1 11i11 cl 1·k. i11 cliff 1· 11t c1i1· ctio11 . Of tl1 °·c11ne 
]Jla)re 1 lJ~r th F1· 11ch ancl tl1 I11c1i,111 a11(l of tl1e life of tl1 
to,v·11 11 1 

,,
11·ot : Tl1 f1· 11cl1 P1·acti Billic.11· l - 1e latte1· 

• 
Ball. Il ar the Bote. fron1 1 \iw Or! an. lllll. Tha ' are 

• 
11a,a 0 ·atecl B, ... tl1i1·tc, .. 1ix Ill ll ,, .. 110 l'o,,r as ll)a11 oa1 .. <?. b • • 

'rba,r 131·i110' i11 a Boat Hixte,T Hog· at of "\~7i11 011 011e V h . 

. . . . B ic1e I-fan1, he &c - all to t1~a l ,, itl1 tl1 
f1·e11cl1 & I11cla11 . ' P 011 1 l' po rte 1 "l1cce s i11 i be f111· bt1 i-... 
11 ~ ' • • 

I~I\"ALI~Y FOR T}IE TR1\DJ~ Oli' 'l'IIE IO\\ . .\. Otr_ 'rI~\'" 

E11g·li 11 t1·acler ,y· 1·e cloin o· tl1 i1· 11t1no t to ,,1 i11 tl1e 
J)atronag· of all the U})P l' t1·ibc , i11cll1c1i11g· tl1c ._ ~ac a11cl 
Foxe who ,vere no,v chY !hug in villa 0 ·e upon the l-pp r 
:Missi ippi, for in June, 1717, a Spaui h official entered 
iuto ne<>·otiation ,vith th Engli h co1n1nandant relati,· to 
the surrend r of ten iis ouri prison rs held hy th 111. 

l'uzat l'epo1·tecl that th ac a11d Fox t1'ibe of fol11· ht111-

7 JJ
7

isconsin Hzstorzcal Collections, Vol ~\1III, pp. 33 . 339, 341.P' 

• 



360 IOWA JOUR AL OF HI TORY A D POLITICS 

11·etl and three l1undred ,varriors, respectively, were wel1 
inclined to,vard the panish and more favorably disposed 
to panish and F1--ench hunters than to those of the English 
district, not,vitl1 tantling· the more liberal presents of the 
Eng·li 11; that the '' Hayuas'' (Io,vays) of t,,To hundred and 
:fift3 ... \\""ar1~io1--s d,velt ei0 ·hty leag·ues f1·om t. Louis '' on the 
sho1·e of the 11 ue11 [Des l\f oines] 1--i ,-re1--' ', but their .. hunts 
broug·ht no money into panisl1 pockets because they car-
1 .. ied on t1--ade ,,Tith merchants '' ,vho are introducing them-

elve into that 1"iver f1·om the English c1istrict''; a11d that 
the iot1x, t,vo hundrecl and thi1--ty leagues a,vay, also 
barte1·ed thei1· fur f 01-- Engli h g·oods brought to them '' by 
,,-ray of the Muen river th1·ough the dist1--ict called Fuzch' '. 
The Io,vays at that time p1·obabl3-r maintained a village nea1· 
the no1·th,veste1·11 co1·ner of Van BuI·en County about ,,There 
the to,,-rn of Io,,1a ville now stands. 8 

These ,ve1 .. e the )""ears in ,,1hich England \\.,.as :fighting to 
put do,vn rebellion in the American colonies, being· forced 
to pu 11 the trug·gle as fa1· "\\.,.est as the Mississippi Valle3~. 
In the s1)ri11g· of 1779 . Gautier--, a French-Canadian subject 
in comma11d of t,\1 0 hund1"ed and eight Indian allies of ,Ta-
1·iou tribes, descended the 11ississippi from l\fackinac i11 
his ha te to aid Hamilton in the souther·n Illinois reg·ion. 
At the Rock River he met '"ith a band of acs ,vhose chief 
stopped up his ears when Gautier spoke on behalf of the 
British. This chief laughed at the B1 .. itish fo1 .. th1·eateni11g· 
to deprive the Sacs and Foxes of thei1· traders if they aidecl 
the ' 'B ostonie11s '' (Americans), and ans,vered that he a11d 
all his own war1--iors held their ar1·ows for the suppo1·t of 
the rebels. These Sacs also made Gautier release 011e hl111-
d1 .. ed and t,\1 enty men : '' if they had been strong· enoug·l1 
they ,vould have seized me a11d given me over to the Bos-

s Houck's The Spanish, Regi rne in Missouri, Vol. I, pp. 134, 136, 145, 146: 
and JV 1sconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 363, 364, 365. The 
,, riter has discovered no clt1e to the origin of the name '' Fuzch' ' . 

• 
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to11ia . ' Gauti 1· l1a 1 11ot 0 ·011 fa1~ ,,·I1 11 11 ,v. a111 of tl1e 
captur of I-Iamilto11 by G 11 1·al la1·k a11d th ..c\.m 1·ican . . 9 

Th , '1 ani h policy of .·cludin°· En°li h tra 1 r fro1n 
, pani h t rritory b ca1n n1or and mor impracticabl : 
the overnor of pp r Loni iana lon1icil 1 at t. Loni · in 
li70 infonn 1 hi up rior B rnar lo l Galvez of Kew· 
Orlean., that Fort , an arlo. at th 1nouth of th • Ii . ouri 
River had outli\· d it u efuln an 1 that "it " ·ould b 
adYLal l to tabli h anoth r f rt at the ntranc, of the 
Mua [l 1foine ] riv0r b cau Eng li h tracl rs fol
lowed th cour. of thi . tr a1n and thu p 11 tra tcd "·it h 
co1n1)a1·ati,,.e ea ·e to tl1 11 a<l,,·at 1~. of tl1 fi . ot11·i. D 
Galv z an w r d that th rown could not par a garri on 
of wo hundred 111 n for th puq o. but that h would la.v 
the pro po ition b for IIi l\1aj ty o that h n1a ,. d ter
min what 1nay be hi royal pl a ur . " . \..n 1 he a ld cl: ' I 
charge Your Grae n1 anwhil to 011d('a, or to prev nt th 
E11°·li h from nt rino• ai 1 river. an 1 to . e(' to it that the,· 
lo not •n ticc our Indian thi. · b ing a 1na tt r that is so 
strait!,, cl1a1~0- cl in tl1 i11. t1·11ctio11. Cc11·1·i fl lJ,T 0111· 

• • 
Grace.'' 10 

Durin°· th y ar 1779 , pain 1 cla r c1 "ar a 0 ·ain t Eng
land - at a tin1, th r fr "·h nth latt r'· u1,ricau 
coloui \\·ere wai{ing \\'ar for in 1 p n 1 nc . In the . tru 

0
·

"le for peltri !f ackinac trad0r. ha 1 nff r d 1nany in
jurie at the hand of th , 'paniarcl who were only trying 
to 111aintain their . hare of comn1erc with the In lian . 'l'o 
kill two birds "·ith one ton the En°·li h co1nmancla11t at 
1fackinac planned an xpedition again.·t ~ 'pani. h Bt. Louis 
and th American r he! G org H,oo·er lark. That the 
ripples of the ~ n1erican R volution reached the Iowa oun
try and that th Engli h troops tooped to wrin°· aid fro1n 

n IVisconsin Ilistorical Collert1011s, "\ToI. XI, p. 126 .. 
10 

l-Iouck's '1
1

hc Spanish Reg11ne in Missouri, "\Tol. I, p. 166. 
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the Indian tribes are facts ,vhich may be gathered from a 
letter' vl1--itten b;T an educated French trade1', Pierre Pro
vo t, ,vho informed Clark ea1'ly in 17 0 that British Indians 
had brought 't,vo collars and two Bostonnise [American] 
scalps ' to intimidate the acs and the Foxes. The allied 
t1--ibes postponed their ans,ver until after a meeting '' at the 
River des mouin '' ,,Tith a ce1--tain Joseph Calve, '' a Trade1· 
and an mployee in the ervice of the King for the tribes- . 
men''. Provo t further 1--eportecl to Clark that the J\fack
inac trader's '' at the River des Moins tell the Savages that 
they 1--egard you s The meanest of w1 .. etches saying e,rer}r_ 
thing against ou . . . . and advising the Savag·es to 

Pillage'' .11 

even l1und1'ed and :fifty men - trade1 .. s, se1--vants, anfl 
Indians - proceeded do,,rn the Wi consin to Prairie d11 

hien ,,rhe1·e they ,,Tere joined by se,Te1·al traders at the head 
of In lian bands. In April, 17 0, an American trader's 
a1--med barg·e-load of g·oods ancl p1--ovisions ,vith t,vel,.re me11 

was seized and plunde1--ed off the mouth of Tu1--key River· 011 

the Io'\\ra side. t the lead mines seventeen Spaniards a11(1 

1--e bels were made prisoners. English traders were pro111-
ised the exclusi,,.e trade of the lvfissouri, but the acs, '' ,,-110 

have been clebauched b the Rebels on account of their' lead 
mines, & by the Traders in their col1nt1--y,'' and other· I11dia11 
allies deserted the expedition so that the p1--oposed attack 
on t. Louis p1--oved to be little mo1·e than a useless f 01·a:1

-

1
~ 

C1--uzat complained late in 1780 that the '' ioas '' 
(Ioways), doubtless excited by the English, had corrl1ptecl 
the Otoes of the eb1'aska count1--y, and that, as the Englisll 

11 Wisconsin Histor1cal Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 401 406. Joseph Calve 
was a tra<.ler employed by the British as military agent among the Sacs and 
Foxes. On account of his treachery the English called their expedition to St. 
Louis ''a sham attack''. See Wisconsin Historical Collect1011s, Vol ... I, P· 10

9
, 

134, 154, 155. 
12 Wisconsin Histortcal Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 151, 152, 154, 155, 156. 
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ga,1e so many presents to all the t1·ibes, they obtained what
e,7er they wanted, and accordingly the panish could not 
co1npete " .,.ith them on even terms. The acs surrende1"ed 
thi1·teen British medals and three banners and g·ot sixteen 
S1)a11ish medals and ten flags in return; ,vhile the Foxes 
askecl to be taken unde1-- the protection of the panish 
flag.1a 

The panish Go,.,.ernor at t . Louis recei,,.ed inst1 .. uctions 
1

11 1781 '' to keep l\f oun ieur Bouche1 .. de l\Iomb1,un, " 1ith a 
<letr1chment of fo1--ty militiamen, 011 the l\fisisipi an1ong tl1e 
Sac t1,ibe f 01--ty leag·ues from that villag·e, . . . . in 
order to obser, .. e the movements of the enemy ancl to ,vin 
the affection of the tribes''. The place r ef e1·red to here 
,\ras 110 doubt the ac villag·e just abo-~?e the moutl1 of the 
Des i\1oines River near the p1'esent to1\1n of 1'Iont1--ose. That 
de 11fonbruen served his panish masters \Yith "valor, zeal, 
a11(1 expe1"ience'' for several years at this post may be g·ath
Arecl f 1·om a complai11t of the English in 17 3 : '' The1·e is a 
llir. i\!Ioumbourne Bouche, a anadian in the Jlvfissi sippi 
,vith a Gang of l\f 01--oders, ,v horn annoy the T1·aders ,.,.ery 
much, by exacting· Goods &c. He is Commissioned b)' the 
Spaniards". Even so, some five hundred Sacs, Foxes, and 
Io,,ra)"8 had visited the English as l\f ackinac.14 

'l
1

racle with the Indians continued to be the chief occupa
tion of a la1 .. g·e pa1"t of the population of t. Louis after the 
Ame1·ican colonies established a gove1·nme11t independent 
of the mother count1--y. The fact that many traders and 
hunters of His Catholic Jlvfajesty, the King of Spain, en
gag{}cl Americans or at least pe1·sons r esiding· east of the 

13 
TJ'zsconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 414, 419, 422, 423, 424; 

and Houck 's The Spanish R egirne in M issouri, Vol. I, pp. 175, 199, 202, 203. 
14 

11 zsconsin H 1storical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 419, 422; and Vol. XII, 
PP- 60, 66. See Houck 's TJie Spanish R egime ui Missouri, Vol. I , pp. 198, 201. 
Some Canadians were on the point of deserting their English superiors to join 
De Monbruen when their plot was discovered. 

I 
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fissi sippi evoked an 01--clinance prohibiting this practice 
and p1·0, .. iding· a penalty of a fortnig·ht in prison and a fine 
of fifty pounds of peltrie . The 11ackinac Company and 
the .1.. orth \\re t ompany, organized a bout 17 4, consisted 
of practically the same British fi1--ms but the former oper
ated almo t entirely south and ,, ... est of Lake l\1ichigan i11 
Ame1·ican te1--1·ito1·y, reaching also the Indian tribes of Span
i 11 Loui iana i11 the I o,va country, especially upon the Des 
l\foine Ri,rer . In 17 6 the Eng·lish reported that war be
t,, .. ee11 the allied acs and Foxes and the ioux brought so 
much harm to the '' Furr Trade'' that presents only coulcl 
buy off the combatant . ometime before 1792 the panish 
Go,re1·no1·-Gene1·al a erted that the onl3r ,, ... ay to keep the 
Engli h out of the country ,vas to construct '' t,,o strong 
posts 011 the 1oui ancl an P edro Ri,,.eI·s ''. Later the 

pania1·ds expected to gain much from friendly relations 
,vith the Io,,.,.a3rs the acs, and the Foxe , because the e 
t1·ibes could prevent English t1 .. aders from using· the De 
Moine and also keep the Osages of the l\1issouri countr)" 
f1--om r esorting to the trade1--s on this river.15 

uch ·\\Tas the 1"apid advance of the restless America11s 
we t,,rarcl, and so well kno,vn we1--e their habits of adapti11g 
themselves to life in the ,vilderness that Baron de Ca1·011-
delet in his milita1·y r eport of 1794 decla1--ed : '' A gene1·al 
revolution . . . . th1"eatens Spain in Ame1--ica, unless 
it apply a po,,.,.erful and speedy remedy.'' All signs indi
cated tl1at Ame1·ican ambition center·ed upon the fr--ee na,ri
g·ation of the l\1ississippi and the 1·ich fur trade of tl1e 
J\,lisso1,11·i. A11d so the Governor-- of Lo1-1isiana propo ·e<l a 
ver--y extensive plan fo1-- the fortification and defence of the 

15 Houck 's The Spanisli R egin1e i,i M issouri, Vol. I, pp. 248, 332, and , -01. II, 
p. 50; and Wisconsin H istorical Collections, Vol. XII, pp. 77, 78, 80, &5, and 
Vol. XVIII, pp. 439, 441. The 1 orth West Company is frequently ment1onecl 
1Yhen the Mackinac Company is meant as in the Collections of the M innesota 

H istorical Society, V ol. III, p. 170. . 

• 
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colo11}T f1 .. om ew 01·leans to the source of the Great River. 
Fo1· the protection of the industrious m erchants of St. Louis 
and to secl1re them in an immense fur trade with the Mis
sou1'i Rive1 .. nations against the English subject s of Canac1a 
'',,rho usurp that trade and daily introduce themselves in 
g·reater number upon said river and among the nations 
li,1i11g· near it'', Carondelet recommended a strong stockade. 
With l"'eference to the Io,va count1 .. y he urged the follo,vi11g 
plan: 

A fort garrisoned by fifty men on the t. Pie1·re [St Peter· 's] 
Riv·er, ,, .. hich is one hundred and t\v·en ty leagues from St. Louis, 
an<l another fort on the Des Ioines Ri,rer, forty leagues frorn the 
said St. Louis, could entirely cut off all communication of the 
English ""ith the savage nations of the \Ve t bank of the l\Iiss1ssippi, 
and of tl1e ~Iissouri - a trade so rich tl1at not,,~iths1anding tl1e 
enormous distance of five hundred and more leagues of ,vilderness 
to cross ,,yith thei1" merchandise and the furs "yl1ich they 1·ereive in 
exchange, the London companies '\\7l1ich engage in it do not fail to 
reap profits of a hundred p er cent. 

If the t\\Yo for ts above mentioned were established, many settle1·s 
,vould flock to thei1· vicinities, both f rom ot1r settlements and from 
Canada, and the banks of the Ohio. Within a few year they 
,vould have several posts in those districts mo1--e populous than tl1at 
of St. Louis at present, and could serve to protect the part of 
Loui iana higher on the l\Iissouri from the usurpation of tl1e Eng
lish and .Americans. 

• • • • • • • • • 

I consider that if four companies be detached from the battalion 
of Ne,v l\Iadrid for St. Louis, and f rom "''hich detachments "rould 
be provided for the St. Pierre and l\1oine [Des ~Ioines] Rivers, they 
\Yould suffice to cause the dominion of Spain to be respected 
throughout Upper Louisiana. And should his l\Iajesty consider it 
proper for those detachments to be r ecruited from foreigners who 
should offer to serve five years in them provided that a constant 
ration be promised them, and who should be married 01-- should 
marry and devote themselves to the cultivation of tl1e soil for 
another five years during which they would be compelled to serve 
as militiamen I am convinced that that battalion would alvvays be ' 



I 
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full. That would obviate the great difficulties and save the great 
expenses necessary to transport the troops by the river to places 
so r emote.16 

De pite this enthusiastic 1~ecommendation nothing· seems 
to ha,re been done by the panish government to impress 
Eng·li h anadian subjects with the strength of Spain's 
rights in the territory west of the Mississippi. In 1794, 
ho,vever, ndre,v Todd, a '' young and robust Irishman'', 
obtained from Ba1~on de Carondelet a grant to carry on the 
exclu i"te trade of all the upper Mississippi. He had been 
ope1~ating· from fackinac in panish territory and his 
goods had fall en into the hands of the paniards ,, .. ho 
promptly co11fi.scated them as contraband. Todd, in his at
tempt to recover these goods or the proceecls, won such 
influence o er panish officials that they ,vere persuaded to 
give him the e '"Clu ive trade privilege in return for a clut)r 
of six per cent. 

• 

arondelet hoped that Todd's competition ,vith Englisl1 
traders from Montreal ,vould force the latter out of the 
upper country altogether. In two years' time '' Don Ai1-
d1~eas '' sent a vast quantit3r of goods up f1,om ew Or lea11s 
and g·ot back furs and peltries for the expo1~t trade. He also 
proposed '' to inlist <; oung men in Canada for his compan)r, 
and at the end of their enlistment it was supposed that tl1ejr 
would remain in the Spanish settlements, and thus an i11-
crease of the population would be secured'' for Louisiana; 
but Todd fell a victim to the yellow fever in 1796,17 and o 
Eng·lish and Canadian traders ,vere once more pr~cticallJr 
alone in the field. In 1796, James Mackay, a Scotchmar1, 

16 Robertson's Louisiana under Spain, France, and the United States, 1785-
1807, Vol. I, pp. 298, 299, 335-337. English merchants even attracted the 
Omaha Indians to the St. Peter's River. See H ouck 's The Spanis1i Begone in 
Missouri, Vol. II, pp. 187, 191. 

11 Houck's The Spanish Regime in Missouri, Vol. II, p. 255; and Houck 's 
History of Missouri, Vol. I, pp. 330, 331. 
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mad a VOJ age of di cov ry up th ii , ouri for th newly-
01·0a11izcc1 pa11i h omm rcial on1pa11y of t. Loui a11cl 
amon°· oth r thin()' 1· po1·t d : 

'l'he tracler of the I~i-ve1· :\fonigona [De ::\Ioine J 11a\ e ent t,vel\re 
l1or 0 s laden \Yith good to tracle ,,~it l1 the Pani [Pa\,·nees] ancl the 
J.Ja. > Lol1p J on tl1e l1ato [Platte] Ri,rer. The ca ravan cro ed 
the li 11ri in the r11ontl1 of la t Decer11 lJ 1·. I ,vot1ld l)e glacl to be 
able to deal tl1en1 a blo,,· on tl1eir r eturn. 1 

,~ a 1· b1·ok out again bet,,... n .. pai11 a11cl En °·1ancl late i11 
th

0 

:ear 1796 : arlo IIowar 1, an Iri lunan in th , panish 
e1·,1ic , ,,·ot orcl r· to cl f nd t. I.1oui a 0 ·a i11 t a t111· at 11ecl 

attack lJ,T B1·iti h f 01·c and al o to ncl a 1· co1111oite1·in °· • 

part: up th fi . i ippi to de troy and aptur Engli h 
trf1(li11 )' car1oe. '' th o·ooc1 i11 ,,Tl1icl1 n1a)r lJ cli,1i<1cc1, l1alf 

• 

to the kin°·, and half to tho e who compo e the .·pcdition. '' 
In the prino- of 1797 an Eno·li hn1an r port d that Engli h 
trad r at Prairi du hien "w r<:' 11 arly pilla 0 ·cd h_\7 th 
Saqu ~ .. R 11a1·c1 h adecl bv on1 T1·a 1 r from ~ t. Lot1is 

• 

, itl1 autho1·it) .. f1·om th ._ pa11i 11 on1n1a11da11t of tl1at 
plac ' . '1\\ o y ar lat r the a1n Indians appeared at 
A1nl1er tl)111~ 0 ·11 ana la to co11vinc tl1 E11gliL h of tl1 it' 
1111 haken attachment and of th inju tic of th report .10 

SP.\ ... ISH L .. \XD GRA.i. TTS Ir THE IOWA CO NTRY 

loscly connect d " ·ith th hi. tor: of , 'pain' at tempt to 
exclude all but pani h ubj cts of Lot1isia11a fr·on1 t1 .. ad 
with the Indian trib s we t of the l\'.fi. i ippi R,iver, indeed 
as a11 a l1•tion of pain c101ni11io11 o,,, 1· thi , a. t f111·
bearin o- reo-ion, wa the pani h policy of granting tract. 
of land to private indivi lual to promot ttl ment and 
cultivation.2O In the Iowa country ·which lay in pper 

18 
Itouck's 1'hc Spanzsli Regz,ne zn Mu,souri, \ToI. II, p. 191. 

19 
Ilouck 's Th6 panzsh Rcq1nze in Mzssourz, Vol. II, p. 128; and nrisconsin 

Historical Collectzons, Vol. XII, p. 107, and \'"ol. XVIII, pp. 4•19, 457. 
20 

eo Pelzer 's The Span z.~Ji Land Gra II t~ of U1>1Jor Lou isiana in THE lO\VA 

JOURNAL OF IlISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XI, pp. 3-37. 
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Louisiana panish officials made some grants ·V\rhich later 
fo1--med the basis of the first land titles. 

A FI·ench-Canadian, Julien Dubuque, had prevailed upo11 
se,.,eral Fox chiefs to permit him to live among them a11cl 
,vork certain lead mines. For eight years he and his men 
labored industriously, but realizing that the Indian grant of 
land in panish domain might not fully establish him in this 
rich lead district, Dubuque applied to the Spanish Gove1 .. nor
General in 1796 for a f 01 .. mal recognition and con:firmatio11 · 
of his rights. As ''your Excellency's "\7 ery humble, ancl 
ve1--y obedient, and ve1 .. y submissive servant'', Dubuque 
begged arondelet for the peaceable possession of a st1 .. ip of 
land a bout t,venty-one miles in length along the 1fississippi 
and nine miles ,vide, in what is now Dubuque County: to 
this t1--act he had g·iven the name, he alleged, '' of the '11ines 
d 'Espag·ne,' in memory of the government to ""hich he 
belong·ed. '' 21 

pon the receipt of this petition Carondelet turned for 
information to Don Andreas Todd, the I1--ishman ,vho the11 
held the sole privilege of trading with the tribes in Upper 
Louisiana. This me1--chant gave answer that so far as l1e 
was concerned, he saw no 1"eason why the Governo1---General 
should not comply with Dub11que 's 1 .. equest, provided '' the 
grantee shall observe the p1"ovisions of his Majesty relati11g· 
to the t1--ade ,vith the Indians; and that this be absolutel)r 
prohibited to him, unless he shall have my consent in ,,Trit
ing·. '' The grant ,vas accorclingly made subject to tl1e ... e 
restrictions 22 and Dubuque continued in possession u11til 
his death in the year 1 10. 

21 Dubuque's petition may be found in Limerican State Papers, Public Lands, 

Vol. III, p. 678. 
• 

22 Uniter], States S1Lpreme Court Reports, 16 Howard, 224. The question 

whether Julien Dubuque obtained merely peaceable possession or absolute 
ownership was decided many years later in favor of the former contenti~n, 
though the United States Land Commissioners in 1806 judged Dubuque's clatnl 

to be a con1plete Spanish grant. . 
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Don arlo D hault D la u Li ut nant Gov rnor f 
Loui iaua, mad a errant of 6 0 ½ arp nt , or about 5 60 
acre to Ba il Giard, a Fr nch- anadian fri nd of Juli n 
Dubuque. Thi man r ct d abin upon th it of the 
pres nt city of l\I cGr gor in Jayton ounty, oppo it th 
old villa 0 • of Prairi du hi n . On thi tract i.· n1ile · long, 
ea t an l we. t an 1 on mil an 1 a half "·id Giard . n1 to 
hav h, lt : part of it he had und r cultivation from l 796 to 
L.,O .

23 
Like Juli n Dubuqu h no doubt arri d on l rof

itable trad ,,ith the ioux an 1 ac and Fo ("S who th n 
l1l11Jt cl in th Io,va cou11t1~,T . 

., 

lor e can b to] 1 of th • pani ·h "Tant of th 30th of 
l\farch, 1799 to Loui Honor' or 'r on. Zenon 'rru I au 
gay him p rn1i ion to mak a , ·ettl 1nent ,vi thin , ac and 
Pox t rritory upon 7036 arp nt. of Jan 1 on th it of th 
pr . nt town of l\:fontro c in L onnt~. Thi p nnit, 
t1·a11 lltt 1 f1·om th F1· 11cl1, 1·eac1 a follo,1? : 

::\Ir. Loui IIonor~ i p ermitted to ettle at the head of the rapids 
of the River De :\foine , and having effected hi· e. tahlishm 'nt he 
,vil1 ,vrite to tl1c Gove1·no1· encral to obtain tl1e conce 1011 of a 
suitall1e area in orcler to , ,aJiclate aicl e tabli l11nent. a11d at tl1e 
rtlne time to 1nake l1i1n u efl1l in tl1e tracle in peltr1r in tl1at COllll

try, to watch the a\age and toke p them in the fealty whir·h they 
o,ve Ilis i\faje t)"· l1i cond11ct in tl1i· rrSJ)eet is to er\e l1i111 t1 a 
reco1n1nendation to be fa, .. ored b.,.r tl1e Go\·erntncn t in . uel1 ,l ,,-a}" 
as to Jct him l1ave tl1e lJenefit of ,Yl1ate\"er 11 111ay do to c:ontrilJute 
to the iucrea e of the commerce in which he i. to parti ·ipa le: and 
in tha t r e. pect he will b permitt d to trt'a t with all the . av<1gcs 
who dw •ll upon that bank of I-Ii ::\faje ty domam, and to permit 

23 
.L1 n1erican State Pa pers , P ublic Lanlls, "\r 01. II f, p. 332 Delasc:ius n1ade 

tlte concession to Giard in ... Tovcmber, 1 00 , an<l the United tates 13onr<l of 
Lane] Commissioners confirmecl the grant 10 1 Hi. About thi · time Giard died, 
lea\'ing two daughters Lizette and :\Iary and a granddaughter, Felicite, the 
child of 1\ngelie uppiennee Giard, The land ,vhich <.le~cen<led to thcrn latc.•r 
became involved in the courts as the rc5ult of confiictrng con\'eyancps 'ot 
until July 2, l 44, ,vas the grant patented by the tJnited States go, ernrncnt. 

ee 5 Iowa Reports, 97, 9 ; and Senate Docu,nents, 1st Se~sion, 29th Cougres~, 
,,. o. 25G, p. 14. 
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no otl1er trader as competitor except he have a passport signed bJT 

our hand. 

T es on built cabins cultivated a small patch, planted an 
01 .. cl1a1·d of apple t1·ees, and lived upon his claim from 1798 
until 1 05, but sometime during· these years his estate was 
sold t1nder an execution and came into the hands of an 
a s ignee, Joseph Robidoux, as the following document 

sho,~s : 

By virtue of the orders r eceived from l\Ir. Charles Dehault De
lassus, lieutenant colonel of His Catholic l\Iajesty's armies and 
lieutenant governor of l Tpper Louisiana, and in tl1e capacity of at
torney for ~Ir. J oseph Robidoux, and in the presence of t\vo attencl
ing ,Yitnesses, Pierre Dorion and Louis Iillet , I went to the house 
of i rr. Louis Tes on, alias Honore, about six leagues above the r1\Ter 
'' de .JI odens '', and in bis presence I have seized, &c. 

,Vh 11 Robidoux lied in 1 10, all his property was c.lis
pose l of at the chu1--ch doo1 .. in t . Louis, and Thomas F. 
Rid click became the o,,Tne1.. of what he believed to be a 
squa1--e leag·ue of land. His heirs in 1 39, however, sec11recl 
a nited tates go\Te1 .. nment patent £01-- only six hundrecl 
and f ort)r acre , ,vhich i said to be the oldest land-title 

clocument in the tate of Iowa.24 

Anothe1-- panish land grant was claimed by Julien D11-
bt1que before his death in 1 10 : he produced a concession of 
D elassus t o F1·angois Cayolle, dated August 13, 1799, anll 

a olle 's cleed of conveyance of 7056 a1--pents of la11d sitt1-
atecl just no1 .. th of Giard ' s ' bet,veen the mouth of a 1·i,·er 
J at1ne [Yellow] and anothe1-- river [Bloody Run] ,, hicb 
empties in tl1e Missi sippi about one league Io,ve1~ do,v11 

2 ,1 See Salter 's I owa : T Jie F irst Free State in t he Louisiana Purchase. PP· 
46, 47; .American State Papers, P1£blic Lands, Vol. III, p. 345; and Senate 
Docu1nents, 1st Session, 29th Congr ess, o. 256, p. 13. The fact that the 
United States confirn1ed Spanish grants to Giard and Tesson \Vas later urged 

as a reason 1\ by Dubuque's claim also should b e recognized. 
F or the docun1ents translated from the French see House Docunients, 3l'<l 

Session, 27th Congress, o. 3 , pp. 42, 43. 
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. ai 1 llfi i ippi, o a th ai 1 tract 111ak a quantity qual 
to a l a 0 ·u quar , but to includ both riv r " . Two "it-
11 .l-. te. tifi cl that the)'" l1ac1 e11 a la1· 0 • l1ou e a11d a 
gar] n upon thi land for i 0·ht or uin y ar but d pit 
Dubuqu vi l nc th Board of Lan 1 onnni · ion r at 
St Loui cl cid c1 to rej ct the lai1n. A. :i111ilar fate b •fell 
th clain1 of William Ru ell of, 't. Loui to 700 arp ut of 
land on1 wh r betw n J ff 0r. on, fi . ouri, an l old .l!'ort 
!ifadi on, and h, o tract of 1:200 arp nt au 1 00 aqJ ut 
om wh re betw en old Fort ll1a li on an l the , pani -It 

n1.i11 . 25 

Privat trader with ·n1all log cabin or tockad . no 
doubt w •r many at thi arly lay but Giard, T on, and 
Dubuqu , o far a i known ,v r0 th only ttl r with 
defi11it habitation in th Iowa olitud •. Back to tlH• Npan-
1. h 

0

Tant - to Giar] and T on r ach th chain of tit! of 
ll1c111,- ]' ell e, tate o,\Tll 1· i11 la \·to11 a11cl L COllllti to-cl,1,r. . . .. 
D ~pit , the effort of oth r clain1an t 110 fnrth r Npa ni h 
·1·a11t i11 th Io,,ra COlllltl')T coul 1 b })l'0\'"0Cl to tl1e I a tis

faction of the l rnite l tat · Laud on1n1i. ·ion r and the 
fetle1·,tl 811p1·eme ot11·t. 

uch \\ r feature of th cont -t wa 0 ·ed bet\\ 11 'pain 
and illn°·lancl a ri,·al for th control of th fur-bearino-
1·eg1011 of tl1e Pl)e1· 1i. i , i})I)i (> }) 1cia ll~· to tJ1 ,\ ... 0 t-
ward. '1 or ov r, th youthful 0 ·ov rn1ne!lt of th nited 
State in 179 ,vas ai l to co,· t :B loricla and Loni iana -
• 'pain , property, an] the acqui ition of thi territory \\ a:, 
declared to he an ambition ' fa there 1 by the En~lish" ,, ho 

25 
Anzerican State Papers, Public Land, Vol. II, p. 451, an<l \ 'ol. Il I, pp. 

364, 369. Russell based bis right and title to 3 I 2 tracts of land upon hpanish 
and l• rcnch grants and con\ C\vances fro1n th• original clairnants. Jie succeeded • • 

in gPtting onl3-· thirt)' of his clairns confirn1ccl - as to the ren1aindcr he could 
Provo no acts of ownership. 

As the read r rnay judge; inforn1ation about the 1>anish land grants and 
their fh . t settlers is very n1cager in<leed: the ,,·hole stor:· is )'Ct to be toltl. 

I 
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saw in it an extension of commercial glory. Consequently, 
Spanish officials in the West anticipated an Anglo-.American 
alliance and another war, and so the home government at 
Madrid had reason to hand Louisiana back to France in 
1 OQ.2G 

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF Iow A 

Iow A CITY Iow A 

JACOB VAN DER ZEE 

26 Robertson's Louisiana under Spain, France, and the United States, 1785- · 

1807, Vol. I, p. 350. 
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