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THE QU KER OF row A IN 1 50 

[The following Journal of Robert Lindsey should be read in connection with 
Dr. Louis T. Jones's volume on The Quakers of I owa, which bas recently been 
published by The tate Historical Society of Iowa. This journal not only 
furnishes a view of Io,va Quakerism in 1 50, but it illustrates the peculiar 
phraseology anu 1nethods en1ployecl by the Friends in their religious services.-

Enl'rOR] 

INTRODUCTIO 

Typical of the ,,,.anderings of the early itinerant Quake1~ 
ministry ,,Tere the religio1-1s t1,.a ,Tels of the t,vo English 
Quaker"s, Benjamin eebohm 1 and Robert Lindsey.2 There 
,vas a time ,vhen the Quaker preacher, armed with a 
'' minute for r eligious ser'vice'' f1--om his Monthl) ... , Ql1arter­
ly, or even Yea1·ly Meeting,3 free f1'om the modern em­
ba1,assments of :fixed sala1,y or pastoral charge, and in 

1 Benjamin Seebobm ,ras born at Friedensthal, Germany, on February 20, 
1798. Of Quaker parentage ancl well educated, ,vhile still a youth be traveled 
through many parts of Germany as interpreter for various Quaker ministers 
from abroad. In 1 14 he went to England, "here he was recorded as a minister 
by Brighouse 11onthly Meeting. Ten years later he began his religious travels 
in the ministry '\vbicb in time took him to all parts of England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, and finally to 1nerica. At the age of seventy-three yea1·s be died in 
England, on June 2, 1871. See Private Memoirs of B. ancl E. Seebohni, pp. 

1-10 . 

2 Robert Lindsey ,vas born at Gildersome in Yorkshi1·e, England, in 1 01. 
Educatecl for the medical profession, he turned from that calling and at the age 
of twenty-four entered business for hin1self at Brigbouse, Yorkshire, as a 
draper. In business, however, he did not prove successful; but from estates 
inherited by his wife, Sarah Crosland, be was enabled to take up the, to b1n1, 
more agreeable work of traveling in the ministry. Before his death in 1 63 he, 
accompanied part of the time by his wife Sarah, journeyed to all parts of 
Great Britain, t"'i.ce to America, and to ustralia and J. ew Zealand. See 
Travels of Robert and Sara}i Lilldsey, by their daughter, pp. 1-10, 186-1 9. 

3 Among the Friends, ministers traveling beyond the limits of their own 
Qt1arterly ~1eetings were required to have written statements or ''minutes'' 
from their own Monthly Meeting signif ying the fact of their recognized posi­
tion 1n the Society and that they were properly liberated for religious ser\ice. 
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"frank disregard of [ all] ouhvard and visible signs ",4 
t1·a,relecl far ancl wicle, obedient only to ,vhat he belie,red to 
be tl1e g·uidance of the Holy pirit. But ,vith the gradual 
disappea1·ance of the old-time Quake1-- in Ame1--ica and 
e. lJecially in the v\T e t thi mini terial characte1·i tic has 
likewise all but disappeared.~ It i therefore interesting to 
exa1nine the private journals of two such m n an l to see 
Io,,ra as they sa,v it in 1 50. 

Bc11jamin eebohm and Robert Lind e)T bacle fare,\-ell to 
rclath es and friends in England on the 19th day of October, 
l 46, and turned their faces to,\·ard merica, little knowing 
,,rhe11 tl1e}1 might retu1--n. fter a '\"O),.ag·e of almost th1·ee 
,,reeks, on the 7th of o,1 embe1-- 0 their v,.e sel, the ''B1·itan-
11ic1 '', bore eebohm ancl Lind ey into the po1·t of Bo to11 
,,rl1c1·e in 1656 the fir t Quakers hacl landed 011 American 
. l101·e .; F1·om Boston they continuecl their jour11ey to e,v 
York City, and thence to Philadelphia, where at once they 
ca1ne i11to contact ,\ ... ith tl1e 1Vilbu1·ite schism then clestroying· 
tl1e 11nity of the ociety of F1·ie11cls in Ame1·ica. 1Vith 
Pl1ilaclelphia as a central point these t,vo ,ri iting· mi11iste1·s 
no,\r t1·avelecl far and ,vicle th1·oug·l1out the enti1·e :fielcl of 
.. \n1e1·ican Quakeri m. Duri11g· tl1e :fi1·st three years of their 
sta)~ they journe3"ecl to and fro in the Y ea1--ly l\feeting·s of 

To go beyond the Yearly ~Ieeting such a certificate ~as requirecl from the 
Quarterly Mee ting concerned; and to go beyond seas, the consent of the Yearly 
?\Ieeting to ,vhich the party belonged must haYe first been obtained. This 
practice is still generally in vogue. 

4 Stephen's Quaker Strongholds, p. 111. 
5 

,John Y. HooYer's L ife Sketches or J esus Only, an accot1nt of his o,vn re­
ligious labors, is an excellent portrayal of the life of a traveling Quaker 
n1inister in the weste1n country. 

6 
P r1i-ate Memoirs of B. and E. Seebolim, pp. 174, 175. 

7 
The first Quakers kno,Yn to ha,Te landed in America 1Yere Ann Austin and 

1Iary Fisher, who entered Boston harbor on July 11, 1656. See Jones 's Tlie 
Quakers 1n the American Colonies, p. 4. 

8 
Hodgson 's The Society of Friends in tlie N ineteentli Century, Vol. II, pp. 

113-117. 
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Philadelphia, Baltimore, e,v York, New England, Ohio, 
Indiana, and 01·th Carolina, as well as to the scattered 
Quaker settlements in Kentucky and Tennessee and to East 
and West Canada, covering in all no less than eighteen 

thousand miles.9 

On the 11th day of December, 1 49, Seebohm and Lindsey 
were in attendance upon the '' select meeting'' 10 at Raisin 
Valley, near d1 .. ian, Michigan, and by the first of J anua1 .. y 
they ,vere on their way to visit their brethren in the faith 
beyond the Mississippi in Iowa.11 Their course now lay 
over the frozen plains of southern Tufichigan and northern 
Indiana and Illinois to Chicago. Along the way for the 
first time they saw the American Indians; and far out over 
the open prairie they ,vatched a prai1·ie fire, one of the most 
a,ve-inspiring scenes of the far western wilds.12 From 
Chicago their "Tay led them some two hundred and sixty 
miles to the south,,Tard ,vhere they planned on entering 
Io,va. Tl1e story of their travels within this State may 
best be gained from the po1 .. tion of the journal of Ro be1 .. t 
Lindsey which follows. 

THE ST.A.TE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF Iow .A. 

low A CITY Iow A 

Lou1s T. JONES 

JOUR.1. L OF ROBERT LINDSEY 

S eventli day, 19tli.- We reached the Mississippi River 
this morning about 11 o'clock, and on enquiry it appeared 
as if it might be safe to cross over the ice. Tho' there had 
been some accidents very r ecently from parties attempting 
it: one of a very serious character 40 miles down the ri, .. er, 

o Private Menioirs of B. and E. Seeboh11i, pp. 180-298. 

1 0 Meetings for church business among the Friends were kept ''select'', only 
members of the Society being allowed to attend. 

11 Private Memoirs of B. and E. Seebohm, pp. 299. 301. 

12 Private Memoirs of B. and E. Seebohm, p. 305. 
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,vhen a carriag·e containing 6 individuals broke through, 
instantly disappea1·ed under the ice, and 4 of them perished. 
In orde1 .. to lighten our carriag·e we g·ot ol1t & ,valked over, 
\lrhilst the f er1'yman drove our hor es across on the ice, and 
I am thankful to say we all reached the other side in safety. 
The river here is ¾ of a mile wide, and on its ,vestern bank 
is situated the town of Burlington, a busy and th1·iving 
place, where we topped to dine at one of the best hotels w 
have seen in the Western tates, and after,vards \\rent on 
to,\a1·ds alem, and about 7 in the evening 1--eacl1ed the 
l1ouse of our £1--iend Joseph D. Hoag 13 of East Gro,Te, 5 miles 
from alem. Thus after a journey of 13 days, ancl trav­
elling nearly 400 miles in ,,rhich distance w had not fallen 
in with a single member of our ociet , or an}r in profession 
,vith us, we were favoured once more to get amongst 
Friends, & to reach the distant tate of Io,va, which I think 
rna}r be very proper I called '' the far West'', being, I sup­
pose, not much short of 1400 miles from the seaboard. We 
understand it is only about 12 }rears since the first members 
of our Society came into this tate,14 and now the1'e are 12 
settled meetings for worship, 3 Monthly, & 1 Quarte1 .. ly 
l\f eting, containing upwards of 2000 indi,riduals, and these 
numbers rapidly increasing by emigration from the other 
States. 

1st day. 1st nio. 20tli 1850.-This morning accompanied 
by our friend Joseph D. Hoag attended meeting· at Salem. 
A considerable number of Friends belong· to this meeting, 

13 Joseph D. Hoag came to L ee County from ew Hampshire in the early 
forties. Like his father, Joseph I!:oag, he was a Quaker preacher of great 
por\'er. He had much to do with early Quakerism in this State. See the index 
to the writer's volume on Tlie Qualcers of I owa, published by The State His­
torical Society of Iowa. 

14 
The first Quaker known to have entered Iowa came in the fall of 1835. 

The first Monthly feeting of Friends established west of the Mississippi was 
set up at Salem, Iowa, on October 8, 1838. See the writer's volume on 1.'lie 
Quakers of Iowa, pp. 44, 45. 
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but o,ving to the ,,1 eather, many ,vere prevented getting out; 
et it was a large meeting·, a11d heavenly goodness was not 

,,1 anting in fulfilling, in the experience of some of us who 
were macle cleeply to feel that of ourselves ,,Te '' could do 
nothing·'', that '' they that ,vait upon tl1e Lord shall renew 
their streng·th, they sl1all mount up "Tith wings as eagles; 
the} ... shall 1·un, & not be ,vea1--y: they shall walk & not faint''. 

fter meeting· we dined at Peter Collin's, not far from the 
meeting house, and a number of friends calling in to see us 
after dinner, a very precious 1 .. eligious opportunity oc­
Cl1rred, in ,vhich clear Benjn was enabled to hand forth the 
,,1 01'd of encou1'agement to the Lord's visited chilcl1·en to be 
faithful in follo,·~ti11g· on to kno,v the Lo1·d in all the ,,a)~S of 
his requi1--ing· . In the evening we returned home with our 
f1 .. iend Josh. D. Hoag to his ho11se at East Gro,Te. ""\Ve 
hoped to have found lette1~s he1~e waiting for us, but ha, .. e 
been di appointed, none ha ·\""ing yet reached here. Tho' it 
is likely they ha,1e been 3 weeks 011 their \Vay from .J.. e,v 
York; but the mail in this \\Te te1 .. 11 country are very un­
cer--tain, so that ,,Te m11 t endea,rou1· to exercise patience, a 
needful ,rirtue, but one of which I sometimes think I have a 

e1 .. y small share. 

Second day 21st.-In looking to,va1"ds visiting the meet­
ings of F1 .. iencls in this tate, it seems as if it \\1 ould be 
needful to have some one ,,1 ith us ,vho is acquainted 1vitl1 
the 1"'oads, and the situation of the 11eetings.13 The roads i11 
many places being· difficult, and se,Ter--al 1 .. ivers and streams 
to cross which are sometimes dange1"ous, and our friend 
Joseph D. Hoag ha,1ing· kindly consented to accompany us 
as soon as he can make arrangements f 01-- leaving home, 

15 In J11ne, 1850, after BenJamin Seebohm ancl Robert Lindsey bad journeyed 
in Io,Ya, the '' Meeting for Sufferings'' of Indiana Yearly 1'1eeting published a 
little book entitled Statrrnent of Indiana Y early Meeting and all the Jleetu1gs 
Thereunto B elo11ging, which gave the location ancl the days of holiling of all the 
Friends' meetings 1n Iowa. 
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"
1hicl1 may probably be on 4th day morning, we are taking a 

cla3r of I"C t at hi hou e, which i very acceptable after our 
late long· & ,,rea1·i ome journe from Michi()'an to this tate. 
Tl1e ,,,eather today is e1--y cold, ,vith a hig·h ,vind f1"om the 
outh ,, ... est, and a harp fro t, so that it seems no easy 

1natter to keep comfortably wa1 .. m . 

Tll ird day 22nd.- Thi mo1--ning the thermometer ,vas at 
12 a bo, ... e ze1"0, ,,rith a clear plea ant sky. .A second day of 
rest at ot1r f1 .. iend Jo eph D. Hoag· 's, ,vhich ,, ... a pent in 
,,

11"iti11g·, I"eading·, walking out for xercise, ancl in social 

co11,1 e1"sation " ... ith our dear f1"iencls : an l not altog·etl1er u11-
})rofitabl}T I hope, a comfortable quiet feeling· bei11g· me1·ci­
f11ll>T ,rouchsafecl, that ,, ... e ,,·ere he1 .. e at this tim , 11ot in our 

0,,1 11 ,vills, but in the counsel of Him ,,rho loetll all thi11°·s 
,,

1 011 ancl ,,,.isely : and when this evidence is f lt, 110,v are 
ha1'cl things macle eas r, ancl bitter thing·s s,,1 eet, ancl I'e-
11e,,1ecl capacity is v?itnessed in all thing to g·iv God tl1anks. 
Tl1is e,·ening· I had the comfort of recei,,.in°· a lett 1· f1,om 
fil)T clea1" vVife up to the date of 13th of last mo. gi,ring· satis­
facto1·)1 accounts of the ,velf a1·e of my d ar family : f 1·esh 
cat1se fo1-- thankfulness to our Father· in Hea, ... en. 

1!101,1 tli day. 1st 11io . 23rd 1850.- This mo1·11i11g· ,,Te left 
East G1'0\1e accompanied by our f1·iend Joseph D. Hoag· as 
ou1· g·uide, and our friend Amos Hoag fo1' c11"i,Te1--, intending 
to v ... isit a settlement of Friencls 60 01· 0 miles no1·th of 
Salem, ,vl1e1·e a meeting· has ve1--y 1·ecently been established 
b3? the name of Oakley meeting·,16 a branch of Salem fo11thly 
1feeting. The ,veathe1-- was very pleasant, anc1 a few miles 
on ou1· ,vay ,ve crossed the kunk River on the ice, anc1 
fo1·clecl a b1·anch of it where the ice ,vas b1--oken up, reaching 

10 This meeting in Cedar County, later known as Reel Cedar and now called 
Springdale, ,,as in 1 50 an '' indulged n1eeting'' going under the narne of 
Oakley. See Statement of I ndiana Y early Meeting and all the M eet111gs There­
unto Belonging, 1858, p. 59. 



I 

268 IOWA JOURNAL OF HIS'rORY AND POLITICS 

the village of fount Pleasant in good dinner time. Afte1' 
leaving here ,,re pretty soon entered upon a prairie, nearly 
20 miles over ,vithout a single house or inhabitant upon it. 
About sunset we hacl got more than half way across when 
we came to a c1 .. eek 3 or 4 ft. deep & probably 20 yds. wide. 
The ice on which \\"as pa1 .. tly tha ,ved so as not to bea1· the 
\\7 eight of our ho1 .. ses, & yet so strong· that we could not break 
our ,vay th1·oug·h it, o that we ,ve1 .. e under the necessity of 
going· back to the last house ,,Te had passed, ,,T hich was at 
lea t 10 miles distant, & ask for a night's lodging. "\Ve 
reached it about o'clock, but the owner of it said he could 
not accommodate us; but di1--ected us to another house 2 or 
3 miles fu1·the1·: A second time ,ve were dis-appointed; but 
on ou1· third application ,ve s11cceeded in g·etting· a shelte1· 
fo1-- ourselves & our horses. Benjn. & myself were pri'Vi­
leged with a bed; but our f1·iends who were with us had to 
lie on the fl.001· co\Te1 .. ed with their buffalo robes. Although 
it was but a mean place, & the man charged us a dollar & a 
half for our-- accommodation, ,vithout furnishing us with 
anything· more than some food for our horses, we had cause 
to be thankful fo1-- it, as the night proved very stormy & wet. 

5tli day 24tli.- This morning we were stirring prett)~ 
early, having 9 miles to go before we should meet with a 
place to g·et breakfast. The 1 .. oads were m11ddy, & the 
" raters in the small st1--eams considerably risen. Soon after 
10 o'clock we reached a house where we got a comfortable 
breakfast, which we much enjoyed, having had little since 
yesterday noon, except some biscuit ,vhich we had with us. 
Soon after dusk we r eached a house 19 miles fu1--ther on 011r 
way where we expected to lodg·e; but we1 .. e obliged to go on 
5 miles beyond to a small tavern where we got entertain­
ment; but of a very ordina1--y kind. 

S ixth day 25tli.-Left our lodg·ing place early, & had a 
pleasant morning's ride of 13 miles to Iowa City, having 
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to c1 .. oss the I o,va River on the ice just before reaching the 
Cit}r. The1 .. e had been a harp frost through the p1 .. eceding 
night, & the 1·oads were pretty g·ood. The ice on the streams 
,,~as not so much broken up, as it had been further south. 
I11 the afternoon "\\Te came to,vards the settlement of Friends 
at Oakley in Cedar County; but had the misf 01'tune, ,vhen 
,,rithi11 5 miles of the end of our jou1--ney, to break one of the 
axlctr·ees of our carriag·e, & had to leave it in the midst of 
the prairie, & come on in our friend Joseph D. Hoag's 1 
hor·se bug·g7, whilst he & our friend Amos Hoag, each of 
them rode one of our horses to the nearest Friend's house 
where ,ve could lodge, which proved to be La,,rrie Tatum's,17 

\\There we were cordially recei, .. ed & kindly ,velcomed into 
their humble dwelling· by him & his ,,rife, an ao·1 .. eeable & 
interesti11g young woman, who has recently ventured out 
into this ne\v country to share in the toils of her husba11d in 
providing a home on these "\\ .. estern prairies. There are 
seve1·al other young couples settled around them, similarly 
ci1·cumstanced, having come out here '"rithin the last 4 years, 
& ,vho have displayed a commendable concern in having a 
meeting established among them, ,vhich has been accom­
plished ,vithin the last few months, & is for the pr'esent held 
in 011e of thei1 .. houses, until they are able to build a meeting 
house for the purpose. 

l?eventli day 26tli.- Some of the Friends of the settle­
me11t ,vent out this morning· to bring· in our car1 .. iage, & 
hope to be able to fix it up for us to proceed on our jour11ey 
after being ,vith them over tomorrow. Their usual :fi1 .. st 
cla3r mor~ning meeting, & having a public meeting in the 
e,,.ening in a choolhouse in the settlement, arrang·ements for 
which have been made, & notice given in the neighbourhood. 

17 
Laurie Tatum was the pioneer Quaker of Cedar County, Iowa, settling near 

the present site of Springdale in 1844. See the writer's volume on The 
Quakers of Iowa, p. 68. 
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The weathe1' col 1, & a p1'etty sharp frost. Went to dine at 
Gr .. eenbury "\""\rood's, a sho1 .. t distance from our quartet's, 
,vhere ,ve also pent the afternoon & evening, & before ,ve 
left them ,vere favoured ,vith a precious 1'eligious oppo1'­
tunity, after ,vhich ,ve I'eturned to our friend Lawrie Ta­
tum' to lodg·e ,,,.ith the grateful feeling 1 .. esting upon our 
spi1'it that the Lord had not }"et fo1·gotten us in our wan­
derings in this ,,,.estern land; but was still pleased at times 
to arise for our-- comfor--t & encourageme11t, & p1--ove Himself 
to be a very p1·e ent H<?lpe1 .. in every time of need. 

First day, 1st ,,io. 27tli.-A fine brig·ht winter's morni11g·. 
The thermometer at 10° above zero. .At 10 o'clock attendecl 
the usual fir t day morning meeti11g at Oakley held at the 
house of La,v1·ie Tatum. early all their members, & some 
of their neighbou1 .. s ,vere present, & it ,vas a satisfacto1•)" 
meeting-. At 6 in the evening ,ve had an appointed meeti11g 
in a schooll1ouse 3 miles from her'e, ",.hich was very crowded, 
& the forepar't of it in consequence ther .. eof a good deal u11-
settled; but thro' patient ,,.,.aiti11g a precious calm \\"as 
me1--cifully ,.,.ouchsafecl, & dear Benjamin ,vas strengthened 
to labour .. among· them in right authority, & the meeting 
concluded to g·ood satisfaction. 

Second day 28tli.- This mo1·ning the thermometer .. was 
only 4 ° abo,:---e zero, ""ith a strong north " ,est " .,.ind, so that it 
,vas matter of serious thought ,vl1ether it ,vould be prude11t 
for .. u to e11c1ea,.,.our to cross the p1 .. airie ,vhilst this wind \\1as 
blo,ving; & the cold so pie1'cing·; but about an hour.. after 
su111--ise the ,vi11d somewhat abated, & we ventured to pro­
ceed, after· having ,,,1 .. appecl ourselves up as well as ,v·e 
coulcl, & covered our ea1 .. s to p1--event their' being frost-bitte11, 
& wer .. e favou1·ed to get on p1--etty comfor·tably to Io,,,.a itJ1 

where we stoppecl for-- di11ner. He1 .. e ,,,e finished our letters 
to go b the steamer of the 20tl1 of next month, & postecl 
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them, hoping1 they ma g·et on in time, as we :find the mails 
i11 these parts a1"e very uncertain. Having some repair to 
g;et clo11e to our carriage we could not sta1"t f 1 .. om here till 
11ea1' sunset; but the evening1 being :fine & moonlig1 ht, ,,,.e 
macle about 10 miles, & then toppe l for the nig·ht at Den-
11is 's Ta, ... ern, where ,,,.e met ,,,.ith pretty comfortable accom­

n1ocla tion. Iowa Cit3r i the capital of the tate, T the eat 
of tl1e Leg·i latu1·e. It has a hand 01ne tate Hou e, se,7'e1·al 
places of "Tor~ship, ome g·oo l sto1·es, & p1 .. obably abo11t 1000 
i11habitants. Owi11g to the 1·i,Ter Io,,,.a upon ,vhicl1 the to,, .. 11 

is locatecl not being· navigable, it has not imp1·oved so 1·apid­
l)r }l · some other places. 

Tli 1, d day 29tli.- The the1·momete1-- this mo1'ni11g· " "as 2 ° 
lJelo\\T ze1~0, but o,ving· to the air being· ve1 .. y still, ,,,.e dicl not 

feel the cold nearly so much as ) ... e terday morning ·\'\the11 the 
tl1e1·mometer ,,Tas everal cleg·1·ees hi ·her. ,\Te g1 ot an early 
sta1·t, & hacl a pleasant dri e of up,,,.a1·c1s of 20 miles to 
1i~1rengo, tl1e county to\\rn of Io,va county, & seat of justice, 
co11taining houses & a log· Cou1·t House. poo1' place 
,,rl1e1·e ,ve could not g·et e,Ten a feed of corn for ou1" ho1·se · 
b11t ,v·e1·e obliged to go on to the next fa1·mhouse, ,,rlte1·e ,ve 
stopped f 01 .. dinne1~. In t1 .. a,relling· along· this mo1·ning· I ,,,.as 
marle thankful in feeling· something· of tl1e comf 01 .. ti11g· p1·es­
ence of Him ,, ... hose tencle1~ compa io11 is o,rer all his ,,,.orks, 

& l1umbly to 1--ejoice in the belief that He ·\''{as not unminc1ful 
of 11s, 11n,,rorthy as "re a1·e: and oh! saith m.3r soul, that He 
maJ'" continl1e to ,vatch over us, & to prese1 .. ,re us from e,Til 
for His mercy's sake. In the afternoon we came on, & 
al)oL1t 7 in the eveni11g r eacl1ed Talbots Ta,rer11, ,, ... he1·e ,,,.e 
took up our quar'ters for the nig·ht, having· macle 44 miles in 
the cou1·se of the day. The count1--y ,,Te have passed o,Te1 .. 
fo1· the last 2 days is mostly rolling· prairie, ,,rith scattered 
ti1nbe1· of a small g·1·0,vth, tho' there are also some g·roves of 
mall extent, & t1·ees of a g·ood size. This is a very ne,,Tly 
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settled part of the ta te, & the houses of the settlers, or 
cabins, as they may more properly be called, are few & far 

between. 

Fourtli day 1st 1no. 30tli 1850.-This morning we passed 
over a p1--ai1·ie 1 miles across. o house in the whole dis­
tance: neither t1·ee no1 .. shrub to be seen as far as the eye 
could reach. t noon we stopped at a log cabin to get some­
thing for dinne1·, cl" a little food for our horses, & before 
sunset reached the Hammer's Settlement, where 5 or 6 
families of F1·iends are located, who removed up here from 
East Tennessee 2 or 3 yrs. ag·o. We took up our quarte1 .. s 
at the widow Hammer's, ,,rhose husband was a minister in 
our ociety, and deceased since they came out here. 

Fift7i day 31st.- Today the weather was very cold, the 
thermomete1 .. at noon being only 4° abo,Te zero, ,vith a st1 .. ong· 
,vind from the north west, so that we found it difficult to 
keep ,varm even within doors. The house of our friend with 
,vhom we lodged being far f1 .. om tight, the wind had free 
access throug·h many openings, both in the walls & 1 .. oof. 
At 2 in the afternoon we had a meeting with the few f1 .. iencls 
who reside in this neighbou1--hood at the house of the wido'\\1 

Hammer, where they are in the practice of assembling to­
gether for the purpose of Divine worship every :first cla)T 
morning, thoug·h they have not yet any regularly establishecl 
meeting. The opportunity ,vas satisfactory & relie,ying, 
best help being me1 .. cifully near in the needful tjme to 
st1 .. engthen to discharge app1 .. ehended duty, & the feeling of 
peace was the unmerited 1 .. eward of constrained obedience to 
the Lord's 1--equiring.18 

is Of this meeting at Rachel Hammer's home Benjamin Seebohm wrote in bis 

J ournal: 
'' It was nearly two o'clock before Friends could be all got together, some 

living seven miles off. The morning was windy and very cold - the thermon1eter 
kept falling, and by noon it was about 4 deg. above zero. Eighteen up-grown 
persons, and about a dozen children assembled at the widow Hammer's, and we 
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Si "t l1 day 212cl JJz o. 1 t 1 50.- Tl1i mo1'11ino- tl1 the1·n1om­
et r ,,ya 10° belo,\T ze1'0 the g·r ate. t e .. t1'em of cold that ,v 
have yet experienced, bt1t th I'e b ino- ,y 1·y littl " -i11cl ,\ .. 
did 11ot f el it o 11 ibl a at oth r tim . "v\T l ft '' r~Ia1n-

4-

1n 1·s .. ttl m nt ' about o lock, cf · hac1 a pl a a11t 11·i,.. of 
J 2 n1 iJ to Pa1·k I' n[ill ,vh 1·e ,\. . topper1 for 1inne1.. T 

in tl1e aft I'noo11 cam on to,,ra1' 1 th ttl m nt of F1'i 11cl 
011 t }1 Thr Ri,T 1· b11t o,\,.i11cr to nig-l1t comi11cr 011 ,,T ,, .. er 
11ot alJlc to 1· ach it tl1i v 11ir1cr; b11t aft 1.. ro i11cr tl1 
D ~n1oin Riv r conclud d to ta v at a in all , illa o- ca] I d .. 
Dud le~,, 5 mil fron1 th Thr Ri,· r . In trav lli110- a long 
tl1is 1no1·11i11 er ,,,.e for th fir t ti1n o-ot i o-}1t of ~ 01· 3 
J)1·i1i1·ie ,,Tol,·e an a11i1nal . on1 ,, .. l1at . 111c1ll 1· tl1a11 t l1 co111-
mon "ro]f; but y t v ry 1 tructivc to th la1nb • h p of 
th ettl r . 1:hi part of the • 'tat of I owa i. ju t b 0 ·in­
ning to ettl . For th la t 3 days, " hav only se n :J 
mall ,yilla o-e no11e of ,, .. l1ich contain cl 1no1' t ha11 or 10 

d" lling , • ,v have v ral tiin trav ll cl or 10 rnil e. 
,,rit hol1 t e ing a hou . 

i eve11t l i rl r11J 2Jzcl .- 0 0 11 aft01' lJ 1·e al{f,1 t am () 0 11 f1~om 
Du 11 }' to llfid 11 RiY r . Th n10 t di tant & mo t westerly 
111 eti11°· of F1·i ncl on tl1i. 011tin 11t b 0 i11 ° · n101·e tl1an J 500 
1ni le ,,ye t f1·01n .1. T ,,T Y orl{. "\ e 1111cler tc1ncl it i 11ot 11101' 

than 4 :ear inc thi part of th country was occupied b~ 
1 riLe of Indian. who old out th ir ri o-ht to "Th United 
► ta t0. ' ', - ha\,. 110,v be n loca t c1 bcJ ... 011cl tl1 l\fis 0 1t 1·i 
Hi v ' r. 

10 
\Ve n1 a y in 1 d be aid t o b al n1 o t a r riv d a t th • 

sat round a large fire; but in a h ouse that let in the external air, both through 
the 1oof and the sides , it \\ as not eaqy to keep warm. I trust we had a pretty 
good inccting, ancl t he feeling of quiet solcrunitv at the conclusion cor11fortcd rue 
a littlc.''- Pril'ate Men1oi1s of B . and E Sceboh,n, p. 314. 

10 
On October 11, 1'"' 42, the ac an<l },ox I ndian~ Ceflcd to the Trnitcd • t,1tes 

tlie 1ast of their lands in I o,Ya , r e serving the right to occupJ· the sa1ne '' for the 
term of three years from the tune of signing the treaty' '. few straggling 
bands of the a bove t r ibes rcrnainecl in Io"·a after the a lloted ti1nc and ,vcrc 
rernovcd beyond the Missouri in 1 46. ee I<"a1>1>ler 's l n(lian .11/fa irs, \ .. o1. II, 
p. 546; al o, P ari h's J ohn Cha uibers, pp. 1 4-1 6, an<l note 365. 

l 
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bound of ci,1'ilized life, about a dozen miles beyoncl this 
being the furthe t 'lillage of any size settled by the ,vhites. 
This afternoon at 2 o'clock had an appointed meeting with 
the Friends of ificlclle Ri,ler, which ,vas held to good satis­
faction, afte1" ,vhich ,ve 1·eturned to our friend John Pear­
so11s to lodge. Today the ,veather was very cold with a 
ha1·p pie1·cing· ,,rind ,v hich ,vas , ... e1--y trying in passing to & 

from meeting O'?er the open p1--airie. 

First day, 2nd 1,io. 3rd 1850.- Last night the weather was 
, 1'e1·y cold, & ot11 .. lodging room being somewhat open it wa 
not eas)-r to keep ,,1'arm, althoug·h ,ve had the fire kept up all 
night. Tl1i mor11ing the the1'mometer ,vas 20° below zero, 
so that ,vhil t putting· 011 m} ... clothes, although within a fe,,

1 

feet of a large ,vood fi1'e, m)r fingers ,vere so benumbed ,vi.tl1 
the cold that I coulcl not finish dressing "rithout ha,ring fre­
quent 1 .. ecourse to the fi1·e to resto1·e feeling. After break­
fast \\1'e left our f1·iend John Pearsons, & came on miles to 
the Lowe1· River·, ,vhere a considerable number of Friend 
are recently located, & had a meeting· ,vith them in a school 
house. The opportunity ,vas a f avot11--ed one, & renewecl 
ability was piercifully afforded to be found faithful in the 
little, & peace of mind was vouchsafed as the unmeritecl 
1--e,,Tard in the retrospect. B enjn had good service amongst 
them, but the weathe1· ,vas so excessively colcl, & the hot1se 
so open that it ,vas trying to us to sit the meeting·. We "\\1 ent 
to cline & lodge at Joseph Ca1 .. ey's, & were hospitably enter­
tained in his cabin, which he had only put up a few ,veeks 
ago, having very recently removed he1·e from Indiana. 

S econd day 4tli.-At the hot1se where we lodged last 
night, & which was only a sing·le room about 18 ft. by 16 ft. 
12 inclividuals ,vere accommodated; our company, consist­
ing of 4 men, we1·e privileged to occupy the 2 beds : & the 
family consisting of the friend, his wife & 5 child1·en, & a 
young man who was also there, were ar1·ang·ed on the floor, 
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& on a t1~undle bed tead which ,vas drawn out from beneatl1 
011e of the other beds. There ''{a a g·ood :fi.1--e most of the 
night, & the openings between the logs of which the building 
,,

7as composed, being "\\'"ell pla te1·e 1 up "\\Tith mud, ,ve \\.,.e1--e 
n101·e warm and comfo1--table than , e had been f 01 .. se,Te1 .. al 
11igl1ts lJa t: & I may say that under thi humble roof ,, ... e 
,,re1·e treated with genuine ho pitality & I do not remember 
to ha,,e felt myself mo1 .. e at home for a lo11g· time. v\T e left 
I,o,,-er River this mornincr on ot1r ,vay to,va1 .. ds Plea ant 

Plains in company with a number of F1·iends f1 .. om that 
r1eig·l1bou1 .. hood who had been up here as a committee to visit 
Friends here on their application to have a Pr parative 
1ieeting· established among·st them. oon after ,,le sta1'tecl 
,,re came to the Lower River, ,vhich ,,Te hacl to c1·0 s on tl1 
ice, hut the banks being teep & slippery, ,ve were obliged to 
loose the horses from the carriages, & let them do,vn by 
1·opes, ,v·hil t the horses hacl to be led ac1·oss. It ,vas a novel 
sce11e to see a number of men eng·ag·ed i11 this ,vay in tl1e 
miclst of a ,,reste1·n forest, but it \'las safely & quickly done 
& " re ''"'e1·e soon on ou1-- ,vay ag·ai11, & had a pleasant d1--ive of 
5 hours, which brought us to the banks of the Desmoines, a 
laro·e navigable river, emptying into the Mississippi, " 'hich 
,,re Pflssed on the ice, & I stopped at a village called Red 
Rock for the nig·ht soon after crossing· the ri1-.,.er. The the1--­
mo1nete1· at sunrise this morning· ,,.,.as 10° belo,v zero, but as 
tl1ere has been ,_rery little ,vind thro' the day, ,ve have not 
felt tl1is degree of cold to be very unpleasant. 

Tliird day 5tli.-T,velve miles on our ,,ray after leaving· 
Reel Rock, ,ve came to P ella, a pretty considerable village 
situated in the midst of a fine rolling prairie, where ,ve 
stopped to dine. This place ,vas settled by a body of Dutch 
,vho removed to this country 2 yea1·s ago, on account of 
some l"estrictions they ,ver e under in reg·a1 .. d to their 1--e­
ligion. They have purchased a large tract of land, & are 
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rapidly progressing in improvements. Their houses & out­
buildings are much superior to those of the other settlers, & 
give evidence that they have brought with them the industry 

r. management of their mother country. Their n11mbers, we 
understand, are increasing every year by fresh immigra­
tions from Holland. At present there may probably be 
about 1500 in the settlement, which includes a district of 
several square miles.20 In the afternoon we came on to 

pring Creek wher e a meeting of Friends is settled, which 
we expect to be at tomorrow. Took up our quarters at 
Thomas taffords ', where we met with more comfortable 
accommodation than we have fallen in with since coming 
among the Friends in this tate. About 3 miles before we 
r eached her e we passed thro ' the thriving village of Oska­
loosa, the largest place we have seen for 10 days past . I t 
may probably contain 500 inhabitants. 

F ou rtli day 2nd m o 6tli 1850.- Attended the usual week 
day meeting at pring Creek, at the close of which was held 

20 Of this visit at Pella, Seebohm wrote thus. 
'' Opposite the tavern at which we stopped was a 'store,' kept by a German, 

from Osabruck. I soon made his acquaintance [Seebohm spoke German :fluent­
ly], and found him an interesting and intelligent young man. Wishing to 
obtain a little information respecting this inter esting settlement, he readily 
accompanied me to H . P. Scholte, the minister and chief agent in its formation. 
We found him in his study, and met with a cor dial reception. He is a man of 
learning and pr operty, living in a lar ge good house. I t appears that he and 
a number of others separated from the ational Church, as protestants against 
rationalism, neology, and the prevailing infidelity, and being persecuted -
Scholte himself T\ as imprisoned- they :finally concluded to leave the country. 
They bought a large tract of land on the r idge between the Desmoines and 
Skunk Rivers,- two townships, or seventy-two square miles,- and f ounded the 
little town of Pella, adopting that name on account of its historical interest, 
and are now fast improving the country all round. Their congregation consists 
of about one thousand two hundr ed individuals, and more are coming. Though 
they united to make the first pur chase out of a common f und, i t does not ap· 
pear that they have any community of goods established among them, but the 
respective families are independent f reeholders after they have fixed upon a 
par ticular location. The site of the t own and the whole settlement is well 
chosen.''- Private Memoirs of B . and E. Seebohm, p. 318. See also Van der 
Zea's The H ollanders of l o1va, Chs. VIII-XI. 
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thei1" Pi~eparative 1'feeting~, when men & women Friends 
t1·ansacted their business at the ame time, & in the same 
a1)a1·tment, ha\ring no division in the hou e. But as Friends 
l1e1·e are increasing it is to be hoped they ,vill be able to 
ob,1iate this inconvenience by an addition to their pr sent 
meeting house, or by building a larg~er one. Ther is quite 
an intere ting~ & hopeful body of F1·iends belonging to this 
meeting, & we were f a,rou1"ed with an open & satisfactory 
time amongst them. The weather today was warm & spring 
like: a great change within the last 4 hours. After me ting 
,,,e returned to our quarte1--s to dine & lodge. 

Fiftl1 day. 7tli.- L eft p1--ing Cre k early this morning, 
& reached VVaugh's Tavern before noon where we stopped 
f 01· dinner. In the after~noon went for'\v-ard to Richland 20 
1niles, ,vhere we arrived about dusk, & found a hospitable 
,,

1elcome under the humble roof of our ,vorthy friend Daniel 
\1

7
ilson, a valuable elder in our ociety. The district of 

country thro' which we passed today was more settled than 
the ,\1este1"n & northern parts wher we have travel} d with­
in the last fortnight, & according to pres nt appearances 
,\rill, before long, be pretty thickly populated. We under­
stancl that no less than 50,000 emig~rants crossed the Missis­
sippi into this tate in the past year. 21 This morning we 
have frost with a slight sprinkling of snow, but very mod­
erate compared with the weather we had a few days ag·o. 

~CJixtli day Btli.- Came on from Richland to Pleasant 
Plains, 9 miles, & at 2 o'clock in the afternoon attended the 
Select Preparative Meeting there. It was small, being com­
posed of but 5 individuals besides ourselves; but to my weak 
faith & patience it was a season of close trial, believing it to 
be required to hand forth a word of enco-uragement to this 
little flock, whilst my own soul was almost r eady to faint for 

21 
The population of Iowa in 1849 was 154,573; in 1850 it had risen to 

l92,214, an increase of 37,641. See Hull's Census of Iowa for 1880, p. 198. 

• 



• 

27 IOWA JOlTR AL OF HI TORY A D POLITICS 

a morsel of bread, & my mind \\Tas afterwards brought into 
so1--e conflict fearing lest I had givTen that unto others which 
,,~as c1esigned for my o,,Tn strength; but in the evening a very 
p1--ecious sen e of my Heavenly Father .. 's love was mercifully 

ouch af eel, .,, my to sed soul was comforted, & enabled 
one mo1--e to ca t my burden upon the Lo1 .. d & still to trust 
i11 Him, the I"ock of my t1--ength. After meeting, went to 
.... ~deli on Johnson's to lodge, a sho1,t distance f 1--om the meet­
ing hou e, ,vhPre we found comfortable quarters for our­
sel\Tes T ou1-- ho1-- es. The day was :fine, & the weather 

mode1,ate for the season. 

eventli day, 2ncl 1110. 9tli 1850.- Attended l\1onthly 1\Ieet­
ing at Pleasant Plains. la1·ge & inte1·e ting meeting·, 
many mo1"e Friend being present than could find seats. 
Bt1t it was satisfactory to lea1"n that they are intending to 
build a la1·ger house to accommodate their increasing num­
bers. The business was conducted in a solid & weig·ht}.,, 
manner, there appearing· to be amongst them a number of 
well concernecl Friends who a1 .. e endeavou1"ing in faithful­
ness & in simplicity to uphold our relig·ious testimonies in 
this far ,vestern land. Ia their hands be streng·thened b3r 
the arms of the might God of Jacob. The meeting did not 
conclude until 4 o'clock, when we 1 .. eturned to ot1r friencl 

Adc1ison Johnson's to dine & to lodge. 

F irst day 10tli.- This mo1"ning we have a slight co,Te1·i11g· 
of snow on the g·1--ound with the thermometer only 2° abo,re 
ze1--o. L eft Pleasant Plains for Richland about 9 o'clock, & 
had a cold dri,re there. Benjn. who had been complai11i11g· 
for some days was quite sick on the road, so as to 1 .. ende1 .. the 
prospect of attending the meeting at Richland discouragi11g. 
But feeling rather better before meeting time, he ventured 
to go, & was, thro' best Help st1 .. engthened to labour in the 
Gospel, to the comfo1--t & edification I t1,ust of many who 
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,,Te1·e the1·e as embled. The meeting· was large, the house 
bei11g· filled to o,Terflowing. ,,, e dined at amuel Wood­
,,Tc11·cl' not far f1·om the meeting· house, & in the evening had 
a11 appointed meeting· at Rocky Run, 4 miles from Richland, 
i11 a neat log meeting· hou e, ''?hich has been recently put up 
l)~r a f<?,v F1 .. iends who 1·e ide in that neig·hbou1 .. hood, & ,vher 
a meetin°· °\\

7 as e tabli hed about a ear ag·o. Dear Benjn. 
al tho' still far f1 .. om ,vell \"Va ag·ain nab led to stand forth 
Ia1·g·ely in the e ·ercise of hi g·ift so as to rai~ e in some of 
ou1· hearts the acknowledgment tl1at it was the Lorcl 's do­
i11g, & mar, ... ellous in our e 7 es. Peac ful f elings we1--e also 
me1·cifully vouch af ed as m po1·tion in the ret1·0 pect of 
the hare I hacl been enabled to tak in tl1e labou1· of the 
cla~-, al tho' it had been nothing more than comparable to the 
,,·iclo,,- 's mite, which he out of her penury, was macle will­
ing to cast into the treasu1--y of the Lord in ancient days. 
A fte1· meeting we went to lodge at our friend John I-Iow­
arc1 's. 

b
1

econd day 11tli.- Left Rocky Run pretty ea1·ly this 
mo1·ning·, & reached the village of Fairfield to dinner, where 
I finished & posted a letter to my dear ""\Vif e to go by the 
stea1ne1 .. of the 6th of next month from Boston. In the 
afte1·noon we came on towards alem ,vhere we ar1'ived 
abot1t 7 in the evening, & found a cordial reception & com­
f 01·table quarters at our friend Peter Collins, & had the 
l)leasure of finding letters waiting· for us from ou1 .. dear 
connections in Eng·land. 22 ]\fine was from my dear Wife up 
to the date of 12th mo. 27th giving satisfactory accounts of 

22 
Among the letters received by Benjamin Seebohm at this time "as one 

bringing the news of the compulsory sale of his home, '' Horton Grange'', due 
to the financial depression in England following the French Revolution of 184 . 
'\'Vriting from Salem on February 12, 1850, to his courageous \"\ife on the sub­
ject he said: 

'' I have been reading over and over again my letters, and very tender feel-• 

ings are excited by their various contents. That which perhaps is the most • 

important, though not the least trying to notice, is the allusion to Horton 
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the welfare of my dear family : a renewed cause of thank­
fulness to our Father who is in Heaven, who has indeed 
proved himself to be a Husband to the widow & a Father 
to the fatherless to those near & dear to me in a far distant 
land, from whom, in his ordering, I trust, I have now been 
so long separated. 

Tliird day 12tli.- t 11 o'clock this morning attended the 
elect P1--eparative 1eeting at alem : small, yet a season of 
ncouragement to the rightly exercised, & to those whose 

hands are often ready to hang down. I trust the faith of 
these was a little strengthened still to trust in the Lord, & 
to stay themselves upon their God. After meeting returned 
to our comfortable qua1 .. ters at Peter Collins, & much en­
joyed the quiet & convenience of a small bedroom with a :fire 
in it which we were privileged to occupy to ourselves: which 
we felt to be quite a treat after the rough fare & scanty 
accommodations we have had for the last 3 weeks. The 
weather today is quite :fine, altho' sharp and cold. 

F ourth day, 2nd mo. 13tli 1850.-Attended Salem Month­
ly Mtg. A large gathering of Friends. It was long & 
interesting, not concluding until ½ past 4 o'clock. There 
was a great variety of business before the meeting, & it was 
entered upon, & disposed of in a weighty manner. Certifi­
cates of removal were read & accepted from 4 individuals 
amongst which was one for Walter Crew & his wife & 14 
children from Cedar Creek in Virginia, whence they re­
moved a few months ago, having travelled the whole dis 
tance of 1500 miles in 2 waggons, & been upwards of 2 

Grange. . . . Situated as we are, I have no right to consult my inclinations, 
and do not wish to do so; and ignorant as I am of many particulars . . . · 
I am unable to form a satisfactory judgment. . . . Under my present cir­
cumstances, precluded as I am from acting myself to any good purpose, I feel 
that it is my duty . . . . to give my dear friends . . . . full po"ver 
to act as their judgment on the spot dictates''.- Private Memoirs of B. and E. 
Seebohm, pp. 48, 321, 322. . 
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months on the road; but were all favoured to l"each their 
destination in safety & in tolerable health. Benj. had good 
se1·,Tice in both meetings, & I was favoured with peace in the 
feeble endeavour to be found faithful in the little. 

Fiftli day. 14tli.-Were at East Grove Monthly Meeting, 
one that has r ecently set off from alem, this being but the 
thiI·d time of its being h ld. They a1·e not et provided ,vith 
a uitable meeting place, & men & women Friends had to 
t1'an, act their business in the same room, ,vith only a 
"

1

aggon cover hung up between them, which was very incon­
\renicnt : 23 neverth [ e J less it was an interesting and satis­
factory time, & the belief was raised in our hearts that if 
they keep their right places, there are those amongst them 
,,rho will be prepared rightly to uphold the standard of 
truth in this part of the Lord's heritage. fter meeting we 
dined at Josiah Tatum's, a son of our worthy friend Josiah 
Tatum of Philadelphia, & whose wife is the daughter of the 
late Thomas Albright formerly of Lancaster in England, 
"\\

1

ho removed to this country a few years ago, & is since 
deceased. In the evening we r eturned to Salem, & were 
peI·mitted to close the day under the solemn feeling of 
peaceful quiet which as a canopy was permitted to cover 
some of our minds during a precious opportunity with which 
"re \'{ere favoured at our quarters before r etiring to r est. 

Sixtli day 15tli .- At 11 o'clock this morning attended 
Salem Select Quarterly Meeting, which I thought was a 
solid, favou1 .. ed season, tho' we had very little vocal min­
istry. Silent exercise before the Lord was my lot; but I 
was made I"everently thankful in feeling access granted in 

23 
Almost from the founding of the Society, it had been the custom among 

the Friends for the men and women members to transact the business of the 
church separately, the meeting houses being provided with a sliding partition 
in the middle of the building called the "shutters" which served to segregate 
t he two sexes when the time f or the transaction of business arrived. See the 
writer's volume on The Quakers of I owa, pp. 258, 259. 
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spi1·it to the foot tool of the Holy Th1--one, where I was per­
mitte 1 to pou1· 011t m}r petitions in the name of J esus for 
that me1·cy ,vhich I feel I greatly need, being made deeply 

e11 ible that I ha·v·e 11othing else to trust to but the free & 
unmerited me1·c T of God in Chri t Jesus, my a,riour & 

d,,.ocate ,,,.ith the Father·. ncl ,re1·y earnest also were ID}.,. 

crie to the Lord that he ,,,.ould be pleased to grant the 
ble sing· of pre ervation from the many snares of an un­
,,,.earied adve1·sary, T that the thread of my natural life 
might sooner be cut than that I shoulcl live to bring any 
reproach upon Hi precious cause of Truth & righteousness 
for the p1·of e ed purpo e of promoting· which I have been 
induced to leave all that is nearest & dea1·est to me upon 
earth, to take as it " ""ere my life in m)r hand, to cross the 
mig·hty deep, r be as a st1"anger T a pilgrim in this far 
,veste1"n land. And oh that He " ,.ol1ld be pleased to keep me 
in the littlenes .,. simplicity of a child, that I may ne·v·e1· 
lo e the fre hness & de,v of m. youth, when the bud on m,r 
b1·anches ,vas tender, & the first fruits of all my inc1"ease ,,·as 
holiness to the Lord. For Jesus Christ's sake, my Lord & 

a,riour, grant this, I beseech thee, Almighty Father, for 
unless thou help me, vain is the help of man. Amen. 111 

the afte1·noon attended the funeral of a ,voman F1·iend ,,110 
only died the same morning·. o speedily do they inte1· after 
leath in this count1·y. meeting ,va helcl in the meetir1g· 
hou e on the occasion ,vhich ·v{as la1--gely attencled, & p1·0,,.<?c1 
a solemn opportunity. In the e, ... ening· ,,ras present at the 
Qua1·terly 1Ieeting·s Committee on Education, & found sati 
f actio11 in th1--o,vi11g in my mite to e11courag·e my clear 
Friends in these pa1·ts in doing thei1" best in promoti11g· so 
g·oocl a ,vo1'k as the g11a1 .. ded & r elig·ious education of their 
offspring·. The day ,,,.as fine & mode1·ate. 

Seventli day, 2nd 11io. 16tli 1850.-At the Quarterly ireet­
ing· at alem, a large, cro,vded, & deeply exercising 1neet-
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i11g·; }"et th1"0' Be t Help it wa g·ot thro ', o as to lea, .. e a 
})eaceful quiet f 01-- which favour I desire to be thankful, 
feeling that I am inc1ee 1 a poo1· weak creature, t1·embling· & 
totte1--ing· at e,rer}T tep that it i lmighty Grace alone that 
can keep me from f allin ·. Be11jn. hacl la1--ge & g·ood er,,.ice 
in both meeting·s. I n the e,1 ening· "Te "\\.,.eT·e p1·e ent at a 
111eeti11g· of F1·iencl uxiliaI'}" Bible ociet},. ' ', "T hich tl1ey 
ha , .. e hacl in ope1·a tio11 among· t them for or 4 . Tears. 1 o 
a11 '' ..A sociation' for uppl}Ting· them el,,.es ,,-ith F1·i 11c1s 
book , both ,,Thich appear to ha e been ,TeI'Jr useful i11 up­
l)l}1i11g· their" ,vant in the e l"e pects, & it was t1·uly o·ra tif)r­
i11g· to :fi11c1 the concern had taken such hol 1 on the minc1 of 
F1 .. iencls here a it appear to ha,ye done. lvI~1 min 1 this 
e,,ening· ha felt in a tried tate f1·om ca t1ses only ft1lly 
k110,,111 to the Great ea1 .. che1" of hea1·t , & my o,,,.n sot1l : & 
011 ! the need I have to a k of my Hea,7 e11ly Fathe1· that he 
,,roulcl be plea ed fo1" Hi me1,cy' sake, to g·rant an increa 
of faith T patience that I ma be treng·thened rig·htl}r to 
bea1· all those things " rhich H hall Sf)e meet, eithe1" to 
pern1it or to appoint a that foo 1 ,,Thich is mo t conve11ient 
fo1· me. Oh, that I may be enabled thro' all to adopt the 
lang·l1ag·e '' Tot m3,. will, Oh, Fathe1", but thine be done.'' 
Tl1ere ha,Te been sea ons of late ,vhen I have bee11 almost 
reacl)1 to throw a,\Tay my hield, as tl10' it had never been 
a11oi11ted ,vith oil ; but a secret hope has sustained und r­
neatl1 that the Lorcl had not b1 .. oug·ht me out, as it were, to 
die i11 the ,vilcle1--ness; but ,,Tould yet g·ive me ag·ain to see my 
11ati,re land, & restore me to my family & f1·ie11cls in peace. 
So be it, saith my soul. 

First day 17tli.- The public meeting· fo1 .. ,vo1·ship at 
alem this mor·ning· \\7 as ve1 .. y la1--ge, tl1e house being· filled 

to 0\
1erflowing· : et we1·e ,ve mercifully favou1 .. ed ,vith some­

thi11g· of the calming & solemnizing influence of His Di,rine 
Presence, ,vho hath p1--omised to be v;rith his follo,vers e,Ten 



• 

284 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

to the end of the world, & strength was graciously afforded 
to endeavour to be found faithful to His requirings, so that 
the g1 .. ateful acknowledgment was again raised in my heart 
'' Hitherto the Lo1--d hath helped us. '' 

Second day 18tli.- Had an appointed meeting at 11 
o'clock at Cedar C1--eek, 4 miles from alem, which was well 
attended, & proved a relieving opportunity. A large body 
of Friends belong to this meeting, & they have lately built 
themselves a good frame meeting house; but have not yet 
got it :finished. Most of the seats are nothing more than 
rough boa1 .. ds supported at each end by blocks of wood. 
Indeed this is the ,vay in which all the meeting houses in 
this tate that we have yet seen are fitted up; tho' it is the 
expectation of the Friends belonging to the several meet­
ing·s to substitute forms for them when they are able to do 
it. But considering that nearly all who come out here were 
in limited circumstances, having probably only just suf­
ficient to purchase their quarter section of land, it is won­
derful how they have contrived to do as much as they ha,.,.e 
in the short time they have been here. After meeting we 
dined at Stephen Hackett's, a valuable elder, & in the even­
ing returned to alem to lodge. 

Tliird day 19tli.- This morning were at an appointed 
meeting at Chestnut Hill, 4 miles south of Salem. A meet­
ing has been established here about a year, & they ha,.,.e 
e1·ected a meeting house, but not furnished it yet so as they 
can sit in it pretty comfortably. They appear to be an inter­
esting company of Friends, most of them young & middle 
ag·ed, & we were favoured with a satisfactory opportunity 
amongst them. We dined at Joel W. Hiatt's near the 
meeting house in company with a numbe1-- of other Friends, 
& in the afternoon retu1--ned to Salem with our kind host, 
Peter Collins who had accompanied us . . 
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4tli day 2nd mo. 20tli 1 50.-A.fter breakfast & a solid 
parting opportunit we took leave of ou1-- kind host & his 
famil3r, with ,vhom we had found a comfortable home for 
U}J\vards of a week past, & left alem which has been the 
scene of our labours for the last 6 or days & went on to 

T e,v Garden, where we had an appointed meeting at 11 
o'clock. The house, which, as small, was very much cro,vd­
ed, some being unable to get in at all; but we were mercifully 
fa,,ou1--ed with a sense of the overshadowing Wing of 
Ancient Goodness to the comforting of the sincere hearted, 
& I trust also to the stirI·ing· up of the lukewa1·m & indiff er­
e11t to greater diligence in the pursuit of those things ,vhich 
belong to their pre ent & everlasting peace. fter meeting 
" re clined at Francis helc1on 's, & then '\\Tent home with our 
f1·iend Joseph D. Hoag of East Gro,re, where ,ve lodged. 

Fiftli day 21st.- This morning pretty early we left our 
friend Joseph D. Hoag· 's & came on to Burlington 25 miles, 
,,rl1e1·e we stopped fo1-- dinner, & in the afternoon g·ot across 
the Tulississippi on a horse f erry boat. The ice ha,1ing 
broken up the previous day, considerable quantities were 
still floating· do,,rn the Ri er; but after some little delay we 
'\\rere favoured to land safely on the other side. Before 
sunset we stopped for the nig·ht at a decent tavern 5 miles 
from the river ,vhere we met with comf 01·table accommoda­
tion for ourselves & our horses. Having completed our 
visit to Friends in Iowa we a1·e no,v set out to,vards a settle­
ment of Friends on the east side of the tate of Illinois, 
belongi11g to the W estern Quarterly 1'1eeting· of Indiana. 24 

The distance, I suppose, is scmething· about 300 miles, which 
24 

From Iowa, Seebohm and Lindsey again returnecl to the east and continued 
their religious labors for over a year among the many Friends ' meetings in 
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, ew York, Pennsylvania, and 1ew England. Before 
they embarked for England from Boston on July 9, 1 51, they had totaled 1n 
the American journeyings during these four and a half years about 32,400 
miles. See Private Memoirs of B. and E. S eebolim, pp. 332, 341. 
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,,,.ill probably occupy us 9 or 10 days. Thus are we truly 
like st1--ang·e1's & pilg·1--ims on the earth, having no certain 
d,velling place. But I h11m bly trust the evidence is not 
,,Tanting·, that, unwo1 .. thy as ,ve are, we are not moving about 
in this ,,Tay in Olll" o,vn ,vills; but in the counsel of Him who 
alone can cli1 .. ect ou1-- feet in that path which is well pleasing 
in Hi holy sight. The comfor .. ting presence of our blessecl 
Lo1·cl & J\Iaste1' has been me1--cifully vouchsafed at seaso11s 
to the streng·thening· of our faith i11 His precious promises 
,vhich ,, .. e ha,Te been permitted to know are not yea & na}'", 
but },.ea & amen for eve1· in h1 .. ist Jesus to them that fea1 .. 
Him, & endea,,.our faithfully to follow Him, tho' it may be 
,vith t1·embli11g· & falte1·ing steps. 1 ow that we have left 
lo"v\ra, I ma ,. ay that ,,,.e have felt much & deeply interested 
abo11t the lea1· F1 .. ie11ds ,vho are settled ther .. e, to many of 
,,,.horn ,ve have felt near--ly united in the bonds of Christian 
fellowship. The1·e are many preciously visited mincl 
among·st them in the ounger & midclle stages of life, & but 
few fathers & mother's in the church. Yet, I believe the 
Divine Hand has been laid upon not a few within their 
border's in order to p1 .. epare them for conspicuous stations i11 
His chu1--ch. Oh! saith my soul that they may be enabled 
rig·htly to submit thereto, so that all the Lord's g·1'acious 
pu1·poses may be fulfilled respecting· His he1--itage in the e 
remote parts of His earth. 
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