
Of the territory no\v comprised ,vithin the borcle1's of the 
Rtate of Io\,ra, and indeed of the whole trans-i1issis ippi 
1·eg·ion, most of the ea1'ly history may well be summarized 
in the statement : '' it is a histo1·y of governments.'' 1 But 
clocumentar}r materials u11ea1--thed in archives at home and 
abroad, thoug·h la1·gel illust1·ative of French and pa11i h 
official life in this ,,e tern country, I'e,,,eal not a littl~ kno,vl
ec10·e of that other phase of hi tor},, : human aclventu1"e and 
human endeavor. Thus,- for example, 011e may read the 
accounts of early disco,reries and explorations, of the activ
ities of Jesuit mi ionaries, of tra lers in fu1·s and minerals, 
ancl of Indian tribes ,vith \"'lhicl1 Europea11 invaders came 
into business and social relations. n 1 althoug·h the sto1·y 
of those early yea11 s is oftentimes not easily a certainable 
because the records are scattered or fragmentary, on the 
,vhole a satisfactor picture of the times may be obtained. 

TRADING POST 

Long before the glamor of American frontier romance 
began to center in Indian t1--eaties and land cessions, in the 
advance of the pioneers and thei1-- occupation of virgin 
p1·ai1·ies and primeval forests, and in the establishment of 
g·ove1--nment forts for preserving peace among· hostile In
clian tribes and protecting settle1·s from pillag·e ancl mas
sacre, French traders and explorers dreamed of a chain of 
\\yell-garrisoned forts along· the St. La,vrence River to the 

1 See an article on 101.va H istory from 1699 to 1821 by Professor Benj. F. 
Shan1baugh in the Iowa H istorical Record, Vol. XVI, p. 29; ancl Docu1nentary 
Material R elating to tlie H istory of Iowa, in three volumes, edited by the san1e 
author. 
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Ohio and thence down to the Gulf of Mexico. As is well 
known, they r ealized pa1,t of their dream : they were only 
scheming to r etain the trade monopoly in the fu1,s and min
erals of the West, and heartily desired to check the en
croachments of their aggressive neighbo1--s and enemies, 
both B1·itish and panish. 

In the Mississippi Valley signs of F1,ench enterprise be
gan to appear at an early date along the river banks -
centers of industry and later, sometiwes, of Jesuit mission
a1~y zeal. Their crude stockades were designated ''forts'', 
but these forts, consisting merely of traders ' huts suI·
rounded perhaps with high fences of pickets or split logs, 
were points of commercial vantage rather than militar)r 
st1--ongholds.2 Here the simple-minded savages ba1"'te1"ed 
away products of the trap and chase for the civilized white 
man's products of factory, gun-shop, and distillery, the 
gaudier the goods and the stronger the spirits the more 
they attracted the Indians. 

That the Iowa country, teeming with buffalo, elk, and 
deer, and wild animals of river and forest, furnished cer
tain Indian t1"'ibes a comfortable livelihood there is no 
dearth of evidence to prove: the Iowa wilderness came to 
be included within the scope of French trading operations 
soon after French trade1--s and missiona1"ies reached the 
Great River. Although very little was known of the upper 
trans-Mississippi country before 1700 except from reports 

2 Parkman 's A Half Century of Conflict (Little, Brown & Co., 1892), Vol. II, 
pp. 61-77. 

For this article on forts the writer bas not undertaken to delve in the field of 
the antiquarian in order to present a theory about the vestiges of mounds to be 
found in various parts of the State. Many writers declare their belief that a 
race of people antedating the Indians constructed these embankments for pur· 
poses of defence, thereby evincing a remarkable knowledge of engineering and 
military science. The reader is referred to Newhall 's Sketches of I owa, pp. 
230-239; and Dr. Duren J. H. Ward's article in THE IOWA J OURNAL OF HIS· 

TORY AND POLITICS, Vol. I, p. 56. Nor does the writer pretend to give an 

• 
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of the Indians,3 a considerable array of arguments has 
been adduced to show that about the year 1690 Nicholas 
Perrot set up a trading· post or ''fort'' on the western bank 
of the Mississippi below the mouth of the \Visconsin River 
in the region of the lead mines \vhich he then operated for 
several years on both sides of the river. The ,veight of 
e·vi.dence, however', points to some locality on the Illinois 
side.4 

Frenchmen like Du Luth and other bush-rangers had 
, .. entured as far no1~th as Lake Pepin and the Blue Ea1·tb 
Ri·\""er in southern 1finnesota, and there Le euer later 
established posts among the ioux, who ,,1ith the Io,vays 
also overran what is no,v northe1'n Iowa. French nter
p1·i es and French posts in this 1--egion almost came to an 
e11d when French officials came to blo,vs with the Fox In
dians who clwelt upon the banks of the Fox Ri\Yer, then a 
part of the chief trade-1--oute to the upper-- Mississippi. 
These Foxes not only cut off traffic in fu1·s but for many 
)'ears after 1712 '' embroiled the security of the pper 
Cot1ntry. '' At ,var \,Tith all the tribes and hounded and 
defeated by the French, the Foxes at last found sympathy 
among their Sac neighbors and then the allies fled into the 
Io,va ,vilderness : even there they ,ve1·e visited and attacked 
by their French and Indian pu1·suers. 5 But the Sacs and 
Foxes \Vere not destroyed: they became mor·e insolent than 
ever, killed stray French voyageurs, and compelled the 
abandonment in 1737 of Fort Beauharnois among the 
Sioux. 
account of all the temrorary stockades that may have been erected in the State 
at times '\\hen rumors of hostile Indians inspired the pioneers '\vith fear. 

3 Parkman's A Half Century of Conflict, Vol. II, p. 8. 
4 Wisconsin H istorical Collections, Vol. X, pp. 307-313, 323-330; and an 

article on Early Forts on, the U1Jper Mississippi, by Dan E. Clark, in tl1e Pro
ceedings of the M ississippi Valley Historical Associatio1i, Vol. IV, pp. 95, 96. 

:; For these facts the writer is indebted to Thwaites 's preface to the Wis
consin Historical Collections, Vol. XVII, pp. xiii, xv. The report of the French 
expedition against the Sacs and Foxes maJr be founcl on pages 245-261 below. 
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In 173 the Governor-General of Canada sent Pierre 
Paul, ieur l\farin, ' to letach them f1--om the sioux and 
r estr·ain them from injuring the Illinois '', and otherwise 
check the r ecalcitrant . There is a well-authenticated tra
dition that far·in built and maintained a fort until 17 40 
belo,v the moutl1 of the ,Vi consin Rive1·, at the head of 
11ag·ill 's loug·h, on the Io,,Ta bank of the Mississippi: 
arly French settler--s in the ,Vest spoke of it as l\iarin 's 

Fort. Thi t1·adition lacks official confirmation, but that 
l\la1·in must have be n i11 the Io,,a country is clear from the 
fact that the ioux callecl upon him '' at the River of the 

,van on the 1is is ippi ' (,\T apsipinicon River). Fort 
Beauharnois in southea te1·n l\1innesota was also re-occt1-
pied by the F1·e11ch uncler J\Ia1--in only to be abandoned in 
1756 o that the troops mig·ht aid in the g·igantic death
str11g·gle ,,?ag·ed bet,veen their· country ancl Eng·land in 
E111,.ope and America. Tl111s practically foiled in thei1· 
exploitatio11 of the Io,,ra countr~ , one year later the French 
could 1·epo1·t no f 01·t or trading post in this 1--eg·ion, altho11g·h 
their tracle ,\Tith the ioux, ac , Foxes, and Io,vays had 
not yet e11tirely ceased.6 

In 1762, as a r·e ult of England's death-g1·ip, France 
cedecl tl1e P1--ovince of Loui iana ,vest of the l\1ississippi to 

pain, a11cl late1-- surrendered to the Eng·lish not only Can
ada but also all claim to the country east of the lv1ississippi. 

oon Engli hrnen got the lio11' share of the Indian trade 
in at least the northern part of the tr·ans-1\Iississippi 1·e
g·ion : English pre ents at the proper time won the g·oocl
\.\Till ancl pat1·onage of the natives.7 

6 W isconsin H istorical Collertions, Vol. XVIII, pp. 17 , 184. For Fort 1Iarin 
see WLscons1n H istorical Collections, Vol. IX, p. 286; and P roceedings of the 
State Historical Soc1ety of 1¥1scons1n, 1907, pp. 17 , 179, and the map. ~l1ss 
L ouise l{ellogg believes that Marin had seYeral posts in this region, the chief 
one being located at the 1nouth of the Rock River. See Wisconsin Historical 
Collert1011s, Vol. XVIII, p. 221. 

1 Wisconsin Historical Collections, "\1 ol. I, p. 32; and Vol. XVIII, p. 249. 

, 
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Among· the Indians ,vho were accustomed to go to t. 
Louis to receive pre ents, the panish in the ears 1769 
and 1777 included the ''Ayooua'' or ''Hayuas'', a tribe 
'' composed of two hundred and :fl.ft warriors'', dwelling 
'' on the shores of the Muen [Des Moines] River.'' The 
Spaniards complained that thoug·h the Io,~r1a s, and the 
Sioux also, \\Tere eng·aged as hunter , '' no benefit to [our] 
t1·acle results therefrom, fo1-- the 1·eason that the fu1---trade 
i c; car1"ied on continuall ,,ritl1 the tra lers ,vho a1--e entering 
that river from the Eng·lish di t1,ict' '. The Fo tribe of 
about three hund1·ed ancl fifty ,va1"1 .. ior and the acs of fou1-
l1l1nd1·ed " .,.a1"rio1,s ,,.,.ere declared tru t,vo1--thy, (lespit tl1e 
libe1,al p1--esents of the English. 

In 1779, during· the period of pain's o,v11ership of tl1e 
Io,,Ta country, the Go,Te1·nor of ppe1· Loi1isiana, then domi
ciled at t. Louis, info1·mecl hi si1pe1,io1·, Be1·na1--clo cl 
Galvez of .r ew 01 .. leans, that Fo1--t an Ca1--los at the mot1th 
of the Missouri River· had outlived its usefulness and that 
'' it ,,Tould be ad,Tisable to establi h anothe1· f 01·t at the n
trance of the 11ua [Des Tuioine ] 1·i,.,e1--' '. De Galvez an
~ ,,Te1·ed that the cro"\'\.,.n could 11ot pa1·e a g·ar1--iso11 of t,,To 
ht111clred men for the purpose, but that he ,vould lay the 
proposition ''before His 11aje ty so that he may dete1,mine 
,rhat may be his royal pleasure.'' And he adcled: '' I cha1--g· 
Your Grace mean,,1hile to endeavo1· to prevent the Englisl1 
from entering said 1--ivers, and to see to it tl1at they do not 
entice ou1-- Indians, this being a matter that is so straitly 
charg·ed in the instrt1ctions ca1--ried by Y ou1-- Grace.'' 9 

Tl1e g·ove1--nor at St. Louis 1·eceived inst1·uctio11s in 17 1 
''to keep Mounsieur Boucher de l\fombru11, ,vith a detacl1-
ment of forty militiamen, on the l\1ississippi among· the Sac 

8 The principal village of Ioways stood near the present town of I owaville in 
the north,vestern corner of Van Buren ounty. See t he 1¥ isconsu1, H lstor1cal 
Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 300, 306, 363, 364, 365. 

u IIouck 's Spanish R egirne i,i Missouri, Vol. I, p. 166. 
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tribe forty leagues from that village, . . . . in order 
to observe the movements of the enemy and to win the af
fection of the tribes''. The place referred to he1--e was no 
doubt the Sac village just above the mouth of the Des 
Moines Rive1, nea1-- the p1--esent town of Montrose. That de 
Monbruen served his panish masters with ''valor, zeal, 
and experience'' for· several years at this post 10 may be 
gathered f1--om a complaint of the English in 17 3: ''There 
is a Mr. 1foumbourne Bouche, a Canadian in the Missis
sippi with a Gang of 1f oroders, ,vhom annoy the Traders 
very much, by exacting· Goods &c. He is Commissioned by 
the Spaniards' '. 11 

By the treaty which concluded the successful revolution 
of the thi1,teen British colonies no terms prohibited Eng·
lish Canadian subjects from trading with Indian tribes east 
of the Mississippi in ter1--itory ceded by England to the new 
American government. Indeed, English traders not only 
did a thriving business on American soil but also poached 
on Spanish preserves. Some time before 1792 the Spanish 
Governo1---Gene1--al asse1·ted that the only way to keep the 
Eng·lish out of Upper Louisiana was to construct '' two 
strong posts on the Mouis and San Pedro Rivers.'' These 
proposed forts on the Des Moines and the St. P eter's 
(1Yiinnesota) we1--e aimed at the 11ackinac Company which 
operated in the reg·ion now embraced in Wisconsin, no1--th
eI·n Illinois, Iowa, and Tufinnesota.12 The Spanish govern
ment, however, appears to have done nothing - the ex
pense was too great. 

In his military report to Don Luis de las Casas in 1794, 

10 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 419, 422. 

11 Wisconsin Historical Collectioris, Vol. XII, p. 66. 
12 Houck in the Spa1tish R egime in Missouri, Vol. I, p. 332, states bis belief 

that the rivers named were the Des Moines and the Iowa, but Thwaites in the 
Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 441, believes '' San Pedro'' 
n1eans St. Peter. See also bis note on p. 439. . 

, 
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Baron de Carondelet laid great tress on the fact that the 
English were usurping the Indian trade and , ere '' daily 
introducing themsel es in gr eater numbers'' upon the Mis
souri and among neighboring nations. He the ref ore urged 
the following plan : '' A fort garrisoned by :fifty men on the 

t . Pierre [ an P edro] River, which is one hundred and 
t,venty leagues fr,om t. Louis, and another fort on the Des 
1Ioines River, forty leagues from the said St. Louis, could 
entirely cut off all communication of the English with the 
savag·e nations of the west bank of the Mississippi, and of 
the 1Iissouri- a trade so rich that not,vithstanding· the 
enor--mous distance of :five hundred and more leagues of 
,vilderness to cross with their merchandise and the fl1rs 
,,rhich they r eceive in exchang·e, the London companies 
which eng·age in it do not fail to reap profits of a hundr d 
per cent.'' 

Carondelet felt certain that if these t,vo forts were 
erected, '' many settle1·s would flock to their vicinities, both 
from our settlements and from Canada, and the banks of 
the Ohio. Within a few years they would have several 
posts in those districts more populous than that of t. Louis 
at present, and could serve to protect the part of Louisiana 
higher up on the Missouri from the usurpation of the Eng
lish and Americans.'' If detachments f1--om the battalion 
at New Madrid should be stationed on the rivers mentioned, 
'' they would suffice to cause the dominion of Spain to be 
l'espected throughout Upper Louisiana.'' 13 But despite 
this enthusiastic r ecommendation nothing· seems to have 
been done to impress English t1'aders with the strength of 
Spain's rig·hts : Spain meekly retransferred Louisiana to 
:B

1
rance in 1 00, and then in 1 03 Napoleon in despair sold 

the province to the Americans. 
13 Robertson's Louisiana under Spain, France, and the Uriited States, Vol. I, 

pp. 335-337. See also the Wisconsin H istorical Collectioris, Vol. XVIII, pp. 
449, 452. 
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That Englisl1 subjects had traded upon the Des Moines 
River for a qua1,ter of a century is no longer open to ques
tion, but just ,,.,.hen they set up t1,ading posts has not yet 
been a certainecl. In the year 1 05 Lieutenant Zebulon M. 
Pike led the fir t ..A.merica11 expedition to explo1"e the Upper 
l\1i sissippi Valley. The Des l\foines River, the larg·est 
tributar)r to ,,.,.hich he came, he charted on his map ,,rith 
some t\,Tenty branches, and marked upon it the positions of 
t,,.,.o fo1--ts ra,vfo1·cl, Fort t. Louis, and Fort Gelaspy. 

ince it appears from Pike's J oilrnal that he clid not ex
plo1,.e the river at all, one ,,,.onders ho,v he was enabled to 

ketch the river and locate the sites of fo11r forts. The 
names sug·gest an Engli h orig·in, if anything·, as the Amer·
ican g·o,,.ernment l1ad 11ot }.,.et planted forts in this I"egion. 

Le,vis and lark had reportecl that the '' A}Touwais '' I11-
dians d,velt upon the Des I oines Ri,.,.e1" and t1--aded ,vith 
'' 1\11·. ra,vf 01·d, and other me1 .. chant from l\fichilimack
inac' '. This ,,,.ould sug·g·e t that the fo111· forts ,,re1"e tracling· 
post s of the l\1acki11ac Compan).,..14 

THE DES MOI E FACTORY A D FORT hlADISO.L 

Beg·inning· with the }.,.ear 1 04 the nited tates go,;-rer11-
ment turned its attention to the ,ve tern cot1ntry. William 
H en1·y Harr--ison, Gove1·no1-- of Indiana Territo1--y and of the 

14 .d.rnerican State PazJers, Indian Affairs, Vol. I , pp. 711, 712, 714. The 
Yankton Sioux also tradec.1 ,Yith Crawford on the Des nioines River. In Coues 's 
The Expeditions of Zebnlon M. Pil(e, Vol. I, p. 13, the editor offers no explana
tion of the origin of these forts but refers kno,vingly to '' old Forts Crawford 
and St. Louis ''. 

Bradbury 's Tra vels 1n the Interior of .t11nerica in 1809, 1810, and 1811, 
(Th,\aites 's Early JYestern Tra vels, Vol. V), contains a 1nap which shows three 
forts on the Des 1'Ioincs River situated below the n1outh of the Raccoon R1Yer. 
In the Annals of Ioiva (First Series), Vol. VI, p. , a " ·riter states that Fo1 t 
Cra,Yford stoocl a short distance below P ortland; Fort Gelaspy ,vas nearly 
opposite I o,,aville; and '' Fort St. Thomas'' was at or near Chillicothe. 

In response to the "'riter 's letter of inquiry, the late Dr. Th,-vaite " 'rote= 
'' I know nothing of these forts beyond the -fact that they are upon the n1ap, 
and that Pike no doubt got his inforn1ation ,vith regard to them at Prairie <lu 
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District of Louisiana and Superintendent of Indian Af
fai1·s, and later President of the nation, effected a t1·eaty 
with the acs and Foxes whose t epee villag·es, seven in 
11umber, then overlooked the Mis issippi River in the I o,va
Illinois country. In sending· this treaty to the enate for 
1·ati:fication Pre ident J effe1-- on fa ored it as '' the means of 
1·etaining· exclusive comme1·ce ,vith the Indians ,,.,.est of the 
l\Iississippi River - a 1--ight indispensable to the policy of 
g·overning· those Indians by commerce rathe1-- than by 
arms.'' 

The go,rernment promised to establish a tracling .. l1ouse 
0 1· f actoI·y among the Indians '' in 01 .. der t o put a stop t o the 
abuses and impositions practisecl upon th m by p1·ivate 
t1 .. aclers. '' The Indians al o consented to let the g·o,Tern
ment set up a milita1--y po t at 01-- nea1· the mol1th of the 
,,Tisconsin Ri,.,.er: ince t l1e land on the lo,ver sicle of tl1e 
1·i,1e1-- mig·ht not be suitable for that purpose, the tribes 
ag·1--eed that a fort might be built, eithe1· on the upper side 
of the '' Ouisconsin' ', or on the 1·ight bank of t he i1issis
sippi in the I o,va countr3t, a s the one or the othe1· mig·Iit b 
founcl most convenient. 15 

Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike, as l1as been noted, command
ed tlie first Ame1 .. ican a1·my expedition up the Mississippi 

Chien. There can be no doubt they ,,ere traders' blockhouses. There ,vere trro 
J3ritish traders who made headquarters at Prairie clu hien, nan1ed Crawford, 
Redford and L ewis. You "Will fin cl a little inforrna tion regarding thcn1 in 
11 zscons 1n H istortcal Collections, Vol. XIX. 'Gelaspy' is probably the phonetic 
Rpelling of a t rader named 'Gillespie', also noted in Ib1d., !)age 33i. 'St. 
Louis' may have been named for the Christian narne of Lewis Cra,Yforcl, as 

"a~ con1mon practice among Frencl1 engagecs. I sboulll be inclined to think 
that the Crawfords an<l George Gillespie " ·ere operating on the Des l oines, 
pos~ihly in par tnership, and that tl1e forts "er~ named for the partners. Brad
bury's map is evidently derive(l f rom Pike's, or from information obtained 
frorn him.'' 

T"·o traders were licensed in 1 25 to carry on business "i th the Yankton 
Sioux at '' F ort Confederation, on the Second Forks of the Des 1101nes River''. 
Sec Senate Documents, 2ncl Session, 19th Congress, o. 58, pp. 5, 6. 

1riKappler 's I ndian .llffairs, Vol. II, pp. 74-76. 
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Ri,Te1-- in tl1e summe1-- of 1 05. According to instructions he 
selected th1·ee sites suitable for milita1 .. y establishments, 
and clescribed a place which corresponds to the site of the 
city of Bur .. lington. '' Looking across the 1fississippi from 
this eminence,'' read Pike's wo1·ds, '' you have an ele
g·ant vie,v on an immense prai1·ie, as far as the eye can 
e ""tend, no,v and then inte1·rupted by clumps of trees; and to 
cro,vn all, immediately under the hill is a limestone spring·, 
sufficient for the consumption of a 1 .. egiment. '' He also se
lected a spot at or near 1\1cGreg·or, Clayton County, and 
reported that if '' the annoyance of any European power 
,,Tho mig·ht be induced to attack it with cannon'' were con
templated, the place was infinitely better than a location on 
the vVisconsin River just opposite.16 

Lieutenant Pike at this time also considered situations 
for .. the gove1--J1ment trading post to be erected in the Sac 
and Fox country. ot until 1 0 , however, did the govern
ment take active steps to carry out the tr .. eaty provisions of 
1 04. At that time the nited States maintained Fo1 .. t 
Belle£ ontaine four miles above the junction of the Missou1--i 
with the Mississippi and Fort Dearborn on the site of 
Chicago, as ,vell as some posts in the southern part of the 
Indiana-Illinois reg·ion. In the autumn of this year Lieu
te11ant Alpha King·sley received 01 .. ders at Fort Belief on
taine to proceed up the Mississippi and fix on a suitable site 
for a factory and fo1 .. t near the Des Moines River. On the 
22nd of November, he wrote to the Secretary of War from 
his garrison ''at Belle Vue, near River Le Moine,'' that he 
had nearly finished the construction of the factory, sto1 .. e
houses, and barracks. He expressed his belief that no place 
would prove more advantag·eous f 01 .. the Indian trade, and 

16 Coucs 's The Expeditions of Zebulon, M. Pike, Vol. I, pp. 223, 224. The 
writers 1\·bo base their statements on Charles 1 egus 's article in the Annals of 
Iowa (First Series), Vol. V, p. 882, holding that the site of Fort Madison 
was chosen at this time, are quite certainly mistaken. . 

, 

• 



FORTS I THE IOWA COD TRY 173 

said he hoped that by sp1"ing he would have the fort '' so far 
ad,Tanced that it will bid defiance to the evil-minded savage, 
a11d at the same time insure the respect and friendship of 
the better disposed. ' ' 

One is not su1--prised to find many of the Sacs and Foxes 
in a state of alarm and conster nation while these military 
measures were under wa . One of the ac b1--aves, Black 
Hawk, always under British influence, later told how the 
1\.rnerican soldie1--s "\\Tent about their ,vork ,,rith weapons in 
hand, '' acting as if the}r ,,Tere in an enemy's country''. To 
allay their fears the Indians ,vere told that these ,,Te1--e only 
houses for a trader ,vho was coming· there to live and sell 
goods very cheaply, and that the soldiers would remain '' to 
keep him compan ''.17 De pite remonst1·ances by th na
ti,.,.es, the ,vork ,vent on : th1 .. ee blockhouses, two facto1·y 
bt1ilding·s, officers' quarters, t,,To barracks, a gua1·d house, 
and a surgeon's office ,ve1·e const1 .. ucted ,vithin a high pal
isaclec1 stockade o,Terlooking the river and named Fort 11:ad
ison in honor of the President, thoug·h also f1·equently 
1·eferred to as Fort Belle Vue, and sometimes called the Le 
J\1oine or Des Moines f actory.18 

The construction of a fo1--t at this point ,vas ce1--tainly not 
a ,,.iolation either of the letter or of the spi1·it of the treaty 
of 1804, as so many ,vriters have asserted, f 01· the Indians 
had consented to the stipulation : '' at or near the mouth of 
the Ouisconsin, . . . . 01-- on the right bank of the 
~Iississippi ' ' . The gove1--nment me1--ely e:xe1·cised its right 

17 See any edition of the autobiography of Black Hawk. This brave, as is 
'"ell known, became the leader of hundreds of disaffected Indians who viewed 
• .\rnerican encroachments with alarm, and in 1832 was only subdued as the result 
of a brief campaign called ''The Black Hawk War''. 

18 L1merican State Papers, I ndian Affairs, Vol. I, pp. 769, 770, 772, 773, 784, 
789; and Vol. II, pp. 34, 36, 39, 58. 

In a footnote on page 51, Vol. V, of Thwaites 's Early W estern, Travels, ap
pears the unwarranted statement that in 1808 a treaty was made with the 
Indians, '' by which the :first American post west of the Mississippi was erected 
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of choice. One faction of the Sacs and Foxes exclaimed 
loudly ag·ainst the government's act of hostility, but Black 
Ha,vk a11d Eng·lish traders f1·om Mackinac (whose business 
,,ras threatened) we1--e no doubt the principal instigators of 
discontent. It ,,ras the recognized American policy to ex
clt1de British subjects from trade with the Indians, and 
hence also ag·ents of the Mackinac Company.19 British 
trader· then ove1·ran the pper :11ississippi country, sold 
at high p1"ices goods of the best quality, manufactu1·ed ex
pressly f 01-- tl1e Indians, a11d poisoned the minds of their 
pat1·ons against the American g·o, ... ernment 's factors, ,vho 
g·e11erally kept inferior goocl - o inferior it is said that the 
Indians found i11 them a so111--ce of laug·hter ! 20 

Fort Madison and its f actor·y received no g·lad welcome 
from the natives, and from the fi1·st ,vas destined to pass no 
ea y tj1ne. onside1--able alarm r eig·ned in the g·arrison 
du1·ing the \\71.nter of 1 0 - 1 09, and in the follo,ving spring 
a plot to kill the soldie1·s and dest1 .. oy the fort ,,Tas f I"US-

- Fort 1Iaclison which served in a measure to restrain their rayages. '' Fort 
Bellefontaine '\\as built some years before and there is no record of a t reaty 
,,·1th the Sacs and Foxes in the year 1 0 . See also Thwaites 's Early Western 
Travels, Vol. XXVI, p. 117; and Th,Yaites 's Orzginal Journal of the Le1v1s and 
Clark Expedition, Vol. V, p. 392, " ·here Walter B. Douglas <leclares that fron1 
1809 to 1 15 Bellefontaine was the headquarters of the department of Louisi 
ana, including forts 1'Iadison, iiassac, Osage, and Vincennes. 

In A.rner1can State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. I, p. 247, there is an iten1 
of $332.02 spent on the fort. The Presiclent of the United States was author
ized by law to establish trading-houses at such posts and places on the frontiers 
or in the Indian country, on either or both sides of the Iississippi River, as be 
shoulcl judge most conYenient for the purpose of carrying on a liberal trade 
" 'ith the Indians.- United States Statu,t es at Large, Vol. II, p. 402. 

19 W1scons1n Historical Collections, Vol. XIX, p. 403, and footnotes on pp. 
383, 3 6. 

20 See THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND ,POLITICS, Vol. XI, p. 519. In a 
personal narrative the sutler of the Fort Ma<lison troops renclers an interesting 
account of the fort and the Indians. 

In his Pilgri1nages, Vol. II, p. 150, Beltrami remarks that the object of the 
government was '' not speculation, but by its example, to fix reasonable prices 
among the traders''. The Indians appear neYer to have become aware of this. 

, 
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trated. Later, when Black Ha,vk's acs and the "ra1--like 
\1Tinnebag·oes absented themselves to ,vreak their vengeance 
else,vhere, the factory carried on a th1--iving business. Of 
the ten government trading· houses ,vhich reported for the 
:r·ea1·s 1 07-1 11 Fort l\1adison 's gains ,ve1--e e timated at 
$10,000, 1--ecovered on hatte1-- 's fur and on lead ,,rhich the 
Inclians ,vere said to dig· and smelt, '' succeeding· remark
ably well''. 21 

In J a11uary, 1 12, the g·overnment f acto1· ,, ... 1 .. ote of ,,7in
nebag·o robbery and murcler, and aclde 1: '' Eve1 .. y hou1' I 
look f 01-- a war party, and Goel only kno,v ,,Tl1en it ,,rill end. 
I hope you will cause immediate relief by inc1·easing· Olll' 

11umber of men at this po t' '.22 The India11s, principally 
,,

7innebagoes who ,,re1·e fo1--- many )rears fi1---eb1'an<ls upo11 
tl1e Ame1"ican frontie1·, led by the ubiquitous Sac bra, .. e, 
Black Ha,vk, attacked and besiegecl Fo1--t Iacliso11 lu1·i11g 
the later months of 1 12. Wai· bet,,reen E11gla11d and the 
Ur1ited States had al1--eady broken out, and Briti h ubjects 
in the Mississippi Valley availecl themsel, ... es of e,.,ery op
po1·tunity to fan the flame of Indian discord a11<l hostility. 
The British band of acs an 1 Foxes ,,rent around arrayed 
in British uniforms and armed ,vith British po,vcler and 
balls. It "Tas difficult to defend this lone st1·onghold in the 
Io\\Ta country : according to a co11temporaneous account, 
'' as from an eminence their pa1--ade g·round could be s,,rept 
b)r small a1·ms, and it is almost su1·rounded by chasms to 
,,T1tl1in ten 01-- t,velve steps of the pickets and block-houses, 
from ,vhence the Indians threw up,,.,ards of 500 pieces of 

21 Anierican, State Papers, I ndian Affairs, Vol. I, pp. 784, 789; and THE IOWA 

JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XI, pp. 520-524. 
Chittenden seems never to ha·ve heard of Fort 1adison for he asserts in l1is 

History of the American F ur Trade of the Far West, pp. 628, 94 , that Fort 
Osage, or Fort Clark, as it "-·as called, (near Sibley, Ivfissouri), was '' the site of 
the only government factory for the Indian trade west of the 11ississippi 
River.'' 

22 
A1nerican State Papers, I ndian Affairs, Vol. I, pp. 805, 806, 807, 809. 
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burning timber on the roofs of the houses; and when the 
attack commenced there was no spot about the fort that did 
not emit a continued sheet of :fi.1--e from guns, fiery a1"'rows 
and brands, and did not afford the brave fellows within an 
opportunity of doing much execution, except now and then 
knocking over such red skins as had the impudence to peep 
over the bank.'' 

The garrison p1"'e\"'ented the buildings from catching· fire 
by using g·uns as s 1·inges to keep the roofs wet. It was 
believed that the enemy ,vas only waiting for a favorable 
\\rind to s,veep flames from the factory and thus set fire to 
the whole establishment. On a calm evening, therefore, the 
commanding officer, it is said, '' despatched a soldier ,vith 
:fir--e to the factory; and in less than three hou1--s that build
ing was consumed without danger to the ga1 .. rison - during 
this day se,.,.eral Indians crept into an old stable and com
menced shooting out of it, but a shot fr--om the cannon by lt. 
B. Vasques, soon made their yellow jackets fly.' ' 23 In the 
destruction of the factory the go ernment sustained a loss 
of $5,500 including peltries, bear skins, and other articles.24 

2a iles 's The Weekly Register, Vol. III, p. 142. Here the establishment is 
called Fort Belle-Vue. 

A. F. Baronet Vasquez was born at St. Louis in 1783, the fifth of the twelve 
children of Benito Vasquez and Julia Papin. He accompanied Zebulon hl 
Pike as interpreter on the tour of (liscovery to the source of the Arkansas River 
in the years 1 06 and 1807. In 1810 Pike came across his ''Baroney'' and 
wrote to the Secretary of War as follows: '' He has been absent going on four 
years, and begs permission to r eturn to St. Louis to see his Aged parents, 

. . . The French language is his proper one; but he speaks Spanish yery 
well, and is beginning ,Yith the English, but very imperfectly as yet.'' 

Vasquez was transferred as ensign to the First Infantry, October 31, 1 10; 
commissioned as second lieutenant, March 4, 1811; promoted to a :first lieuten
ancy, July 30, 1813; and resigned October 1, 1814.- Coues 's The Exped1tlo11s 
of Zebulon M. P ike, Vol. I , p. lxiv, and Vol. II, p. 364. 

24 American State Papers, I ndian, Affairs, Vol. II, p. 59. 
The information presented in Gue's History of Ioiva, Vol. I, p. 151, can not 

be authenticated - in fact it is palpably erroneous. This applies equally to 
Fulton's The R ed Men of Iowa, p. 76. 

• 
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Existence at the fort became more and more precarious 
as the year 1 13 wo1"e on : the garrison, ne er more than 
one hundred men, spent nig·ht and day in ceaseless watch
ing, and the Indian , taking· advantag·e of their superior po-
ition and numbe1--s, grew more and mo1--e insolent and bold. 

The only alter11ative to tar,ration ,va escape. This was 
effected by digging a short trench £1--om the fort to the 
11ississippi River, creeping out on hands and knees to the 
,vater 's edg·e, and after setting· fi1"e to the fort embarking· 
safely in some boats, to the amazement of the unsuspecting 
besiegers. 25 

Thus ended the first and only factory-fort establishment 
in the Iowa country.26 One ,v1--iter did not hesitate to sa}T 
that the facts '' attest mo t fully the positive inefficiency of 
the system in conciliating the Indian ; for at Fo1·t "\Va ne, 
Chicago, and Fort 11adison, pre,7ious to the \\Tar, public 
trade was in full operation, and flourishing, I believe, be
)7ond anything· we have een in these latter da rs ; and yet, 
so far from 'reclaiming them f1·om savage habits,' they dicl 
not in a single instance during the ,,7hole contest a,rert the 
d1·eadful effects of an i1--ruption into our defenceless fron
tie1 .. ; no1 .. did they eve1-- disarm the sa,~age of one particle of 
bis natural ferocity.''27 For up,vards of twenty years the 
lone ruins of several tall chimneys stood sentinel-like upon 
the river bank - almost the sole e,ridence of a past civiliza-

25 For a full account of Fort l\fadison history see the Annals of I owa (Thirc1 
Series), Vol. III, pp. 97-110; and for a picture of the olcl fort see Vol. IV, p. 
227. The i\forrison Manufacturing Company of Fort hlaclison no,v occupies 
the site. 

26 Indian trade seems to have continued until April 1, 1 15, at the '' Des 
i\foines trading-hol1se' ', but it is doubtful whether this establishn1ent COl1lc1 ha,·e 
stood ,vithout a fort in the hostile Indian country of Iowa. It was probably 
south of the first establishment and thus nearer St. Louis. In the year 1816 
Prairie du Chien became a government station for the fur t rade. See Anierican 
State Pa pers, I ndian Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 34, 36, 39, 58, 60, 328. 

27 American State Papers, I ndian Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 64, 331. 

VOL. XII-12 
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tion in the Iowa count1--y and the only objects of attraction 
to occasional pa ser by upon the 11ississippi River high
way. 2s 

F ORT DES MOINES (NO. 1) 

For a period of fifteen ears f ollo,ving· the War of 1 12 
the nited tate go,1"er111n ent more than r edoubled its 
activity in establishing its po,ver in the uppe1" 11ississippi 
1·eg·ion. Fort-building· became a settled government policy. 
Thus in 1 16 Fo1·t Ed,vard arose in Illinois a few miles 
below the 1--uins of Fo1 .. t fadison; Fort .A.1 .. mstrong on Rock 
I slancl, a favo1 .. ite Indian r eso1"t, in 1816; Fort Crawford at 
P1--airie du Chien, al o in 1 16; Fort Atkin on on Council 
Bluff on the ebra ka sicle of the 1fissouri in 1 19; Camp 
Cold \ \T ate1-- 01 .. Fo1 .. t St. Anthony on the St. P eter's 01' 11in-
11esota River in 1 :..0 (named Fort Snelling· in 1 24); and 
Fo1·t \Vinnebago at the portag·e between the Fox and the 
Wisconsin ri,,.er s. Fo1·t Belle£ ontaine near St. Louis was 
super seded by the construction of Jeffer son Barracks in 
1 27; and in the same year Fo1 .. t L eavenwo1·th appeared 
f arthe1· ,vest on the f1·ontier of the Indian country, 1--eplacing 
Fo1·ts Osag·e and tkinson. Such evidences of military 
power· struck te1 .. ro1· into savage breasts, and not only 
ser,?ed to keep fo1 .. eign subjects out of Ame1 .. ican territo1 .. y 
for the Indian trade, but se1·ved also '' to invite wild and 
profitless adventures into the Indian country, the usual 
consequences of which are personal collisions with the 

2s Annals of I owa ( F irst Ser ies), Vol. X II, p. 237; Minnesota H tstor1cal 
Society Collections, 17 ol. II, p. 75; J ournal of Stephen W atts K earny in M zs
sour1 Historical Society Collections, Vol. III, p . 126; and B elt rami 's Pilgrim
ages, Vol. II, p. 150. See also the A n11als of I owa ( Thi rd Series), Vol. X, p. 
368, where Kearny 's Journal of the expedition across I o"°a in 1820 is reprinted. 

In 1908 at the centennial celebration of the f ounding of F or t ~Iadison, a 
memorial chin1ney was dedicated, ha,ing been erected by the J ean E spy chapter 
of the I owa Daughters of t he Amer ican R evolution.- The Register and Leader 
(Des J\1oines), December 3, 1911. See also the Annals of I ou)a (Third Series), 
Vol. X, p . 551. 

• 
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natives, and the g·overnment is then put to the expense of a 
military expedition to vindicate the rig·hts of th se st1·ag
g·ling· traders. '' 29 

The Iowa country remained a huntin°· g·round for the ac 
and Fox and the Io way Indians, and al o for their heredi
tary enemies the iou ; and ,vhite settle1"s who stole ac1 .. oss 
the river f 1 .. om Illinois to wo1 .. k the lea l mines around Du
buque we1 .. e studiously d1 .. iven out b troop fI·om the forts in 
acco1 .. dance with treaty stipulations. In 1 32 the Black 
Hawk purchase marked the beg·inning of tl1e end of India11 
domination in the Io,va wilde1--ne , and in June, 1 33, emi
g·rants f1 .. om easte1--n tates began to ru h in '/ast 11umbers to 
occupy thousands of acres along· the \\Teste1·n bank of the 
Tufississippi. Then follo,ved in a hort time an orcler of the 
,Var Department commanding· Lieutenant- olonel Stephen 
"\V. I{ea1--ny to proceed ,vith three compa11ie of clrag·oons 
f1'om Fo1"t Leaven,vorth to take up ,vinte1 .. quarters near the 
1nouth of the Des J\Ioines Ri,Ter. 011e 1 .. eg·iment of drag·oons 
l1acl bee11 orga11izecl to replace tl1e 11ol111ted Rang·ers, and 
,,ras desig·ned to protect the ,,Te ter11 frontier settlements. 
Tl1e Black Ha,v·k War of 1 32 had cost the govern1ne11t 
al)out one million dollar . In 01--de1· to rest1'ain the I11clian' 
'' Ravage ferocity and supersede the necessity of retalia
tion'' in the future, the distribution of l1orse troops, a 
species of milita1"y force peculia1·ly d1 .. eaded by the Indians, 
,vas thus p1 .. o,rided by Cong·ress. 30 

!!O American State Papers, Military Aff a1rs, Vol. IV p. 1. For the details of 
a inarch fro1n Can1p 11issouri (Fort Atkinson, Tebraska) to Camp Cold Water 
(b

1

ort Snelling) in the summer of 1 20, see the journal of Stephen Watts 
l(eainJ-~ in the Missouri Historical Bociety Collections, Vol. III, or in the Annals 
of Io1ca (Thircl Series), Vol. X, pp. 343-371. 

Fort Snelling, 11innesota, in the northern part of the Territory of Io" a does 
not properly fall within the scope of this article on forts in the Iowa country. 

30 
United States Statutes at Large, Vol. IV, p. 652. F or the removal of 

intruders upon the Sac and F ox lands in Io,Ya, see S enate Docu.rnents, 1st Ses
sion, 23<1 Congress, Vol. VIII, To. 512, p. 943; Vol. IX, pp. 221, 223, 558, 603; 
and Vol. X, p. 2 . 

• 
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K earny proceeded to the p1 .. esent site of 11ontrose, just 
north of an apple-orchard which an Indian trader, Louis 
Honore Tesson, had planted upon his Spanish land grant 
of 1799, and completed bar1--acks, beg11n by Lieutenant 
Crossman, for over one hundred and fifty men, late in the 
year 1 34. '' Camp Des Moines, Michigan Territory'' be
came the gar1--ison 's official address until changed to '' Fort 
Des Moines''. A distinguished Englishman visited the Fort 
and pronounced its site '' chosen with singularly bad judg
ment; it is low, unhealthy, and quite unimportant in a mili
tary point of vie,v''. In his book of travels he gave an in
sight into the personnel of this Iowa military post, or can
tonment, as it was also sometimes called. His account, no 
doubt eag·e1--ly l"ead in England, deserves to be reprinted 
here :31 

I landed . . . . only for a few minutes, and had but just 
time to r emark the pale and sickly countenances of such soldiers as 
v\"ere loitering about the beach; indeed, I "·as told by a young man 
,,?ho ,,,.as sutler at this post, that ,vhen he had left it a few weeks be
fore, there ,·vas only one officer on duty out of seven or eight, \\?ho 
\\'"ere stationed there. The number of desertions from this post was 
said to be greater than from any other in the United States. The 

3 1 The Hon. Charles Augustus Murray's Travels in North America, Vol. II, 
pp. 9 , 99. 

In the autumn of 1 33 another Englishman, Charles Joseph Latrobe, tells of 
meeting some of America's '' embryo dragoons' ': ' 'Just in this moment, most 
unexpectedly and fortunately for us, a number of barges were seen emerging 
from the deep glen of the Ouisconsin, and turning up the Mississippi towards 
the Fort [Crawford]. They were found to contain a body of recruits for the 
frontier posts of St. Peter's and the Prairie [ du Chien J, and for a regiment of 
dragoons forming near St. Louis. They bad n1ade their way thus far from the 
Atlantic States, by way of Detroit, Lake Huron, Green Bay, Fox River, and 
over the portage into the Ouisconsin. The two barges containing the recruits 
bound to St. Louis were in command of a young officer, who promptly made us 
an offer to join company. 

'' 1'he recruits for the service of the ne,vly-raised regiment of dragoons 
organizing for the future service of the frontier, in place of the Rangers, our 
quondam swopping acquaintances of last autumn, were distinguished from the 
rag-tag-and-bob-tail herd drafted into the ranks of the regular army, by being 

, 
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reason is probably this : the dragoons who are posted there and at 
Fort Leavenworth, were formed out of a corps, called during the 
last Indian \Var '' The Rangers;'' they have been recruited chiefly 
in the Eastern States, where young men of some property and 
enterprise were induced to join, by the flattering picture drawn of 
the service, and by the advantageous opportunity promised of 
seeing the '' Far West.'' They were taught to expect an easy life 
1n a country abounding with game, and that the only hardships to 
which they would be exposed, "rould be in the exciting novelty of a 
)

1 early tour or circuit made during the spring and summer, among 
the wild tribes on the J\Iissouri, Arkansas, Platte, &c. ; but on ar
riving at their r espective stations, they found a very different state 
of things: they were obliged to build their own barracks, store
rooms, stables, &c. ; to haul and cut \Vood, and to perform a hundred 
other menial or mechanical offices, so repugnant to the prejudices 
of an American. If we take into consideration tl1e facilities of 
escape in a steam-boat, by which a deserter may place himself in a 
fe,,T days in the r ecesses of anada, Texas, or tl1e mines, and at the 
same time bea1-- in mind the feebleness with ,vhich the American 
military laws and customs follow or punish deserters, we shall only 
,vonder that the ranks can be kept as full as they are. The officers 
of the army know, feel, and regret this; but they dare not utter 
their sentiments, and wholesome discipline is made to give place to 
the pride and prejudice of the '' sovereign people,'' from whose 
fickle breath all power and distinction must proceed. 

Fort Des Moines was never intended as a permanent post 
but as a stopping-place on the road to the Indian country 
for the most part picked, athletic young men of decent character and breeding. 
They were all Americans, whereas the ordinary recruits consist either of the 
scum of the population of the older States, or of the worthless German, Eng· 
lisb, or Irish emigrants.' '-T}ie Earnbler in North, America, Vol. II, pp. 317, 
318. 

Of the Rangers who formed a nucleus for the Dragoons he wrote as follows; 
'' Each appeared garbed as his fa11cy or finances dictated. Among them there 
was an amusing variety of character, and I have a suspicion that, intermingled 
"'ith some very sober and worthy members of society, allured to enlist by a 
desire to see the world and to lead a holiday kind of life away from their 
farms for a twelve-month, there was a very large sprinkling of prodigal sons 
and neer-do-weels.' '- The Rambler in North America, Vol. I, p. 180. 

See also the letter of a dragoon, .Tames C. Parrott, in the Annals of Iowa 
(First Series), Vol. VI, p. 180. 
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farther ,vest . Indeed, only one thing of any importance 
,vas accomplished by the t1 .. oops : K earny obeyed orde1 .. s 
f1·om heaclquarte1·s to march up the Des J\f oines River to 
reconnoitre with a , 7 iew to the selection of a site for a new 
military post, then to visit the ioux villages near the 
hig·hlands on the Mis issippi, whence he was to proceed 
west,vard 1--eturning to his f 01--t along the right bank of the 
Des J\f oines Rive1--. econd Lieutenant Albert f . Lea 
participated in this one-thousand-one-hundred-mile sum
mer campaig·n of 1 35. H e soon afte1--ward compiled and 
published the first popula1-- account of the '' Iowa District'', 
then a part of Wiscon in Te1 .. rito1"y. It is believed that this 
booklet b1--ought the name ''Iowa'' into general use. Aban-
doning Fort Des J\foines in June, 1 37, the dragoons 
1--eturned to their r egjmental quarters at Fort Leaven
worth.32 

CAMP KEARNEY 

Although Fort L eavenworth afforded g·ood p1 .. otection to 
the settler s of western 11issouri, John Dougherty, Indian 
agent at the Council Bluffs Agency at Bellevue, in 1 34, and 
the citizens of Clay County, Missouri, in 1 36, urged Con
g·1--ess to erect a line of militar· posts upon the India11 
frontie1--. They wished to see well constructed fo1--ts, each ac
commodating· one company of infantry and two companies 
of dragoons, at or near the Des Moines Rapids of the 11is-

a2 A j ournal of this extensive expedit ion may be found in THE I OWA JOURNAL 
OF H ISTORY AND P OLITICS, Vol. VII, pp. 364-378. 

See li:fford P owell 's a rt icle on L ea's cont ributions to I owa history in T HE 

I OWA JOURNAL OF H ISTORY AND P OLITICS, Vol. IX, pp. 3- 32. 
There is a detailed account of F ort Des Moines, No. 1, in t he A nnals of I ou:a 

( Thir d Series), Vol. III, pp. 351-363. The san1e article appeared in P or ter 's 
Annals of P olL County, I owa, pp. 76-92. 

An old settler of L ee County has told of Samuel Brierly and others " ho were 
engaged in the retail whiskey t r affic. These men allo'\\·ed the soldiers t o indulge 
too f reely, disturbances arose, and later orders were issued by Col. K earny to 
destroy all intoxicating liquors found in possession of the cit izens of NashviJle 
near by.- A nnals of I owa (F irst Series) , Vol. V, p. 888. 

• 
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sissippi; at the Raccoon Forks of the Des J\1:oines River; 
at a point wheI·e the northern boundary of the State of 
MissouI·i touches the Missouri River; at Fort Leavenworth; 
and at other points to the outh. The e citizens believed 
that the dragoons should be employed in patroling· the 
roads between such permanent posts instead of perf 01"ming 
long· and disast1 .. ous journe s to the Rocky J\1ountains; that 
they shoulcl open roads, build bridges, and e tablish fe1·1·ies; 
and that the government shoulcl establi h a regular mail 
service between all the posts. ongress, ho,vever, ,vas not 
con,Tinced of the nece sity of such p1~ecaution against tl1e 
Indians.33 

1\7hile eastern Iowa consisted of the t,,To countiPs of Du
buque and Demoine, the united tribes of Potta,vattamie, 
Chippewa, and Ottawa I ndians were given hunting·-grounds 
in what is now southwestern Iowa. Here they ar1·ived in the 
summe1~ of the year 1 37,34 about t,vo thousand in number. 
Occasional hunting parties of warlike ioux came down 
f1·om the north and committed offences ,vhich threw the ne,v
comers into confusion. To quiet their apprehensions Col
onel Kea1~ny made an expedition from Fort Leave11,vorth 
sometime in the spring· of 1 3 and left a body of dragoons 
to prese1"ve the peace. Upon the heights above Indian 
Creek, near a spring, they erectecl a block-house, and set 
up barracks and tents on ground close by. 

These troops did not stay long·, for on May 31st Father de 
Smet, the famous J esuit missiona1 .. y, recorded his a1--rival 
among the P ottawattamies : their chief gave him and his 
companions possession of three cabins and Colonel Kearny 
donated the log fort. Father de Smet added : '' On the day 

33 Senate Documents, 1st Session, 24th Congress, Vol. II, No. 22. 
34 The date has been variously given, as can be discovered in the writer's ar

ticle on the early history of western Iowa in THE IOWA .JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND PoLITrcs , Vol. XI, pp. 341, 342. 

• 
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of Corpus Ch1--isti I put up a cross on the roof, and while I 
climbed the ladder to put it in place, and my flag floated 
from a hole in my breeches, Father Felix beheld the devil 
clap his tail bet,veen his legs and take flight over the big 
hills.'' 

On his famous expedition to map out the upper ~Iissis
sippi Valle3r, icollet stopped at the block-house in the 
month of 11ay, 1 39. He later acknowledged the services 
received f1--om the '' Revs. P. J. Smedt and Felix W e1--reydt, 
missio11a1--ies among the Potta,vatomies at Camp Kea1--ney, 
near Council Bluffs, on the Missouri. '' The presence of 
troops became necessary her--e at different times during· the 
years 1 39 and 1 40, though they seem not to ha,re been 
pe1--mane11tly located, for-- in eptember, 1 40, when a small 
party of ioux had killed and scalped a Pottawattamie, 
l{earny came "rith a force of d1--agoons and '' established a 
deg·ree of confidence'' among the Pottawattamies who were 
afraid of a general descent upon them by the ioux.35 

MILITARY ROADS 

It seems to have been the p1--actice of Congress whenever 
new Te1--rito1--ies were organized to appropriate sums of 
money for what were called ''Military Roads''. The gov-

ac; A writer in the Annals of Io wa (Third Series) appears to have been unable 
to obtain an official statement from the War Department with regard to this 
block-house, the first building in what later became Council Bluffs; but Vol. II, 
p. 549, contains a short account by an old settler and also an illustration. Mr. 
Bloomer, the writer , is inaccurate as to dates. See Chittenden and Richardson's 
Life, Letters, and Travels of Father P ierre-J ean de Smet, S. J., 1801-1873, pp. 
15, 158. For the place of Camp Kearney in western Iowa history the reader 1s 

r eferred to THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XI, pp. 346-
355. 

See also H ouse Documents, 2nd Session, 28th Congress, No. 52, pp. 94, 98, 99, 
for Nicollet 's map and report. This scientist ma de Camp Kearney one of the 
two principal '' barometer stations'' of the whole region and he thanked '' the 
venerable missionaries, the Rev. lvfessrs De Smedt and Werreydt '' for their ob
servations. Pierre J ean de Smet and Felix Verreydt were Jesuit missionaries, 
frequently met with in western history. See Senate Docunients, 1st Session, 
26th Congress, o. 1, p. 56; and 2nd Session, 26th Congress, No. 1, p. 321. 

, 
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ernment undertook to open up such thoroug·hfares '' pro
fessedly for~ military purposes, so that t1~oops in case of war 
,vith the Indians or ,vhen needed for other-- purposes could 
be quickly mo,Ted from one portion of the Territory to 
another. '' In the year 1 39 Congress appropriated $20,000 
f 01-- a road from Dubuque by way of the Terr·itorial capital 
at Io,,la City and county seats to such point on the northern 
bounda1"y of the tate of 11issouri as mig·ht be be t s11ited 
for its future extension by that tate to the cities of J effer
son and t. Louis. The ecretary of \\7 ar ,vas also author
ized to spend $5,000 on the construction of a road f1·om 
Burlington through the counties of De 11oines, Henry, and 
Van Buren to,v·ards the Indian A.gene T on th(:) river Des 
11:oines. Later Congress gave $15,000 for const1~ucti11g and 
keeping in repair b1--idges on these t,vo roads, althoug·h 
thousands of dollars more were needed to complete the 
"rork in a satisfactory manner.36 

FORT ATKINS01 

In the year 1 25 the federal g·overnment ar1"anged for the 
su1·\ ey of a line from the mouth of the Upper Iowa River 
south"\\restward to the Cedar River and thence west, intend
ing this as a barrier between those inveterate foes, the Sioux 
on the north and the acs, Foxes, and Ioways on the south. 
In 1830 these Indians ceded to the United States strips of 
country twenty miles wide on both sides of the line of 
separation. Daniel Boone's son, athan, received the ap
pointment to survey the new Indian cession. Two yea1 .. s 
later the Winnebagoes exchanged their lands south of the 

36 
THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. III, pp. 219, 221, 222, 

and the map on p. 183. See also Senate Docurnents, 1st Session, 26th Congress, 
No. 598. 

The State legislature of Iowa passed two resolutions asking Congress for the 
establishment of military r oads: one from Iowa City via Fort Des Moines to the 
Missouri, and the other from Keokuk via Keosauqua to Council Bluffs.- Laws 
of Iowa, 1846-1847, p. 197; and 1848-1849, p. 196. 
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vVisconsin Rive1" for the eastern portion of this neutral 
ground,37 but it ,vas not until the year 1 40 that all had 
1--emo,red to a site on Turkey River. To protect them from 
the incursions of their ioux, ac, and Fox neighbors and 
f1·om ads,.enturesome ,vhite settlers ,vho ,vere looking· for 
g·ood lands, and to prevent trespasses beyond the limits of 
thei1 .. 1·ese1 ... \'.,.ation, a company of i11fant1·y ,vas ordered to 
leave Fo1·t 1·awf ord and camp in the Winnebago country, 
,v·he1·e they \Vere to et up bar·racks. With ample accom
modations for quarte1·ing· one full reg·iment of troops and 
stabling seve1"al hunclr·ed ho1· es, tl1is militarJ,. po t in its 
highly 1--omantic and picturesque position in what later be
came ""\Vinneshiek ounty was named Fort Atkinson. In 
the ,ricinit stood an Indian ag·ency and an Indian school. 

o constantl " rere the peaceable ""\Vinnebagoes alar .. mecl 
by the th1·eatening attitude of thei1" neighbors and hence so 
eager \\7 ere they to emigrate to a safer habitat that a com
pany of d1 .. agoons arrived in 1 41 to allay their fea1 .. s. 

aptain umne1' and his company, with Captain Allen's 
company f1--om Fo1"t Des l\1oines ( established at Raccoon 
Fork), were in the addle for three months during the sum
mer of 1 45, ascending the t . Peter's River in the norther11 
part of the Territo1 .. y of Io,va, where they held man)r impres
sive councils or talks ,vith half-breeds and other Indians, 
'' besides seizing·, for trial in the civil courts, several f orme1· 
offenders among the ioux Indians, whose homes are within 
our limits.'' And many times detachments of these troops 
at Fo1·t Atkinson were despatched to d1·ive out squatters 01· 

1 .. emove intruders from Sac and Fox lands to the south. 
F11rthe1'more the vigilance of Captain Sumner and his 
d1 .. agoons was said to be '' an effectual check ag·ainst the 

a7 Io1va H istorical Lectures, 1892, pp. 46, 51; Senate Doci1,rnents, 1st Session, 
23rd Congress, Vol. IX, p. 249; and House Docurnents, 2nd Session, 26th Con· 
gress, Vol. I, p. 229. 

, 
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smugg·ling· of whiskey into this section of the Indian country 
b}T the whites. '' 38 

The b1·eaking out of wa1 .. ,vith Me"" ico nece sitated the re
mo·y·al of the entire g·arri on in J ul , 1 46. To replac it, 
Gove1·nor Clarke of lo"'\\Ta secu1--ed authorit from the ec1'e
tary of W a1 .. to muster into ervice a companJ'" of volunteer 
foot and also one of volunteer ca,Tal1·y. Ha1·clly had the 
served one month ,1then the commande1" of the "restern 
cli,Tision of the nited tates I'ID}'" 01--de1--ecl the mou11ted 
company to be di pen ed ,,Tith, to the g·1,eat dissatisfaction 
of the General As embly of the Territory of Io,,la.39 

The "\Vinnebag·oes \\Tere descr--ibed as '' the mo t clrl111l{en, 
"Torthless, and deg·1·aded tribe''. o,,ring to their l1alJitual 
cl1--t111kenness and ,,-ranclering·s into th settled parts of "\\Tis
co11sin a11d Io,va, and '' thei1 .. ob tina te pe1'seve1·a11ce i11 es
tablishing themsel,,.es in consiclerable numbe1--s on the 
l\1i i sippi River, out of their o,vn cou11tr)T, '' tl1e troops 
were kept busy bringing· them back.40 When Iowa \\Tas 
aclmittecl into the Union in Decembe1 .. , 1 46, the "\Vin11eba
goes \\'"ere the only Inc1ians in the easte1--n half of the ta te, 
\\,,l1e1--e they remained until their remo,ral by the troops in 
the year 1 4 . Fort Atkin on continuecl to be occupied 
u11til Feb1--uary, 1 49, and in 1 53 the ba1--1·acks, gun-houses, 
ancl po,vder-house ,ve1--e sold at public auction. 41 

"\Vhen it became kno,,Tn that Fo1--t Atkinson \\'as to be 
abandoned, the Gene1--al Assembly of the tate of Io,\Ta 

38 Senate Docunients, 1st Session, 29th Congress, Vol. I, pp. 20 , 217, 4 7. 
See also THE Io,vA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XI, pp. 258-268 

3n House Documents, 2nd Session, 29th Congress, o. 34; and La ivs of I owa, 
184G-1 47, p. 194. 

40 Senate Documents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, Vol. I, p. 4 2, where Gov
ernor tTohn Chan1bers, Superintendent of Indian Affairs in I o,va, renders an 
interesting report. 

41 History of W in,nesliiek and Allamakee Count1es, Iowa, p. 317. 
Annals of Io wa (Third Series), Vol. IV, p. 448, contains a detailed account 

and picture of Fort Atkinson. See also ewhall 's Gli,npse of Io wa in 1846, p. 37. 
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passed an act to establish at that place an agricultural 
school as a branch of the tate University, provided Con- , 
g1·ess would donate the site and the buildings of the fort, 
besides two sections of land. To quote from an interesting· 
memorial to Congress on this subject : 

Agriculture being the leading interest in this state, we desire to 
elevate the condition of those ·\vho engage in it, to cause it to be 
regarded as a progressive science; and for this purpose to furnish 
our young men with the means of combining sound theory with 
useful observation and experiment. 

To effect this object we contemplate the ea1'ly establishment of 
our agi~icultural school upon the manual labor plan . . . . The 
location is one of the finest agricultural portions of the State, and 
will soon be surrounded by a dense population. The buildings are 
,vell adapted to the use for which "'Te desire them, they would " rell 
accommodate one or t\vo hundred students, together with the neces
sary dining and recitation rooms, and would be of comparatively 
little value for any other purpose. If sold they would bring but a 
t1'ifle, and if left unoccupied and unprotected after the removal of 
the troops they will be subject to great depredations and will soon 
become to a great extent ruined. 

This appeal of January, 1 4 , meeting with no 1--esponse, 
was followed by others in 1 51 and 1 53, when Congress 
was asked to appropriate the grounds and buildings of the 
f 01--t '' to the occupancy and use of a normal manual labor· 
and military institute'' to be maintained at the State's 
expense.42 Fort Atkinson is to-day a small town of some 
six hundred inhabitants. 

FORT CROGHAN 

In April, 1842, a company of troops commanded by Cap
tain J. H. K. Burgwin hastened by steamboat from Fort 

The Iowa Daughters of the American Revolution made a comn1endable mo"Ve 
when they directed their '' Early Iowa Trails'' committee to investigate the 
matter of preserving old Fort Atkinson. The Waucoma Chapter has made an 
effort to purchase it.-Twelfth Annual Conference, pp. 28, 43. 

42 Laivs of Iowa, 1847-1848, p. 99; 1850-1851, p. 242; and 1852-1853, p. 202. 
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Leavenworth up the Missouri River to the bluffs inhabited 
bJT the Pottawattamies. There was reason to fear the 
commencement of \\-Ta1"' between the ioux and the united 
t1'ibes. '' Prompt and 1"'igo1·ous measures ,vere adopted to 
p1·event this outbreak, which, if it had commenced, ,vould 
have involved consequences of the most hazardous char
acte1· to the combatants; ,vould probably ha e embroiled 
11eighbo1 .. ing tribes, and could have been ar1--ested b the 
Go,1e1 .. nment only at great cost.'' As a r esult amp Fen
,,rick, or ( as it was later called) Fort rog·han, was con
structed as a temporaI'Y post on }.fay 31, 1 42, mid,vay be
t,,;-een the outlets of the Boyer and the Mosquito ri,re1 .. s, near 
the southwest corner of the p1"'esent city of Council Bluffs. 
The united tribes were thus assured of protection, while the 
Rioux ,vere war11ed to abstain from the th1 .. eatenecl attack. 
Tl1e t1 .. oops also helped to uppress illicit liquor· t1 .. affic with 
the Indians and assi ted the resident Indian agent in the 
enforcement of the intercourse la,,Ts. 

011 1fay 10, 1 43, John James ud11bon, the famous 
natu1--alist, chronicled his ar1--i, ... al at Fo1 .. t 1·oghan, which, 
he ,,Trote, was '' named afte1-- an old f 1--iend of that name, 
,,Titl1 ,,rhom I huntecl 1--accoons on his father's plantation in 
l(e11tucky, thirty-five years before. His father a11d mine 
,,rere ,vell acquainted, and fought together ,,rith the g1 .. eat 
Generals Washington and Lafayette in the Revolutionary 
\\

7 ar against '11e1--1--y Englancl.' The parade-g·1--ound here 
had been fou1-- feet under water in tl1e late f1·esl1et. '' He 
also recorded the fact that the officers of the post we1'e 
nearly destitute of provisions the year before, and sent off 
t,,Tenty drag·oons and twenty Indians on a buffalo hunt; and 
that they killed, within eighty miles of the fort, fifty-one 
buffaloes, one hundred and four dee1·, and ten elks. Late 
in September, 1 43, the troops took thei1" departl11·e: their 
presence had been necessary only in order that the Ameri-

l 
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can government might prove its good faith to the Indians 
i11 accordance ,vith treaty provisions.43 

FORTS NFORD 

\\'hile t1·oop \\'"ere stationecl at Fort Des I\1oines near the 
p1·e ent to,\Tn of f 011t1·ose and plans " Tere being formulated 
,,rith 1'ega1 .. d to a f 01~t on the Des I\f oines Ri,TeI' near the ac 
and Fox ,Tillage , con ide1'able di c11ssion took place in mili
tar•1T ci1'cles as to the ad,ri ability of a militar"'y road to Fort 
Lea,Ten,,~01·th. ome persons aclvocated a hig·hway f1'om 
Fort Des I\Ioine \Tia the Raccoon Fo1--ks as '' a route of 
tra\Tel and communicatio11 bet,,,.een the seve1 .. al and various 
parts of ot11-- immense ,ve tern f I"ontier' ', at the expense of 
cutting do,,,.n timber for a rea onable ,vidth, bridg·ing 
tream , an 1 cau e,,TaJring marshy places. The Indians of 

cour e objected to t1ch improvements as 1 .. oads and forts 
becat1se they ,vould frig·hten a,vay the remnant of g·ame 
animal , their only means of sustena11ce in that reg·ion. 44 

But the Sacs a11d Foxes ,,rere g·iven no choice in the 
matter. E,7ents so shapecl them elves that the United 

tates Indian Age11t at the ac and Fox Agency reported as 
f ollo,,., in the year-- 1 42 : 

I know of no point upon our Indian frontier where the perma
nent presence of a military force is more essentially requisite than 
at this. Within a period of less tl1an t,,10 years it has been necessary 

43 The United States was then diYicled into nine military departments: Fort 
Croghan belonged to the third. See the chart in Senate Documents, 3rd Session, 
27th Congress, o. 1, pp. 210, 3 7; 1st Session, 2 th Congress, No. 1, p. 395; 
and House Doc1L1nents, 2nd Session, 2 th Congress, Nicollet 's map, p. 7. 

This account is base<l on War Department records and on the memory of D. 
C. Bloomer of Council Bluffs.-Annals of Iozva (Third Series), Vol. III, p. 471. 

Chittenden is, of course, mistaken when he declares in his History of the 
A1nerlcan Fur Trade of the Far West, p. 950, that Fort Croghan '' stood a little 
above the present Union Pacific bridge in Omaha''. 

Lzfe of John James Aud·ubon, pp. 420, 421; and Annals of Iou;a (Third 
Series), Vol. III, p. 383. 

44 American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. VI, pp. 12-15, 53, 151. 
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three times to call for a detachment, ,vhose march on each occasion 
has been attended with much expense and inconvenience, ,vhile 
requisition for another to attend the app1,oaching payment has been 
sent. No obstructions, no means of prevention, l1ere exist to the 
continual passage to and fro in the Indian country of the most 
Ia,vless and desperate characters, ,,rho can at any ti1ne commit out
rages against order, morality, and the la,,,, , witl1 perfect impunity; 
and many of ,vhom, feeling tl1emselves aggrieved by tl1eir r ecent 
exp11lsions from tl1e Indian cot1ntry, are the more ready to avenge 
themselves by acts of violence. 

To pre,rent the la,vless and destructiv acts of p rso11s 
who eag·erly coveted farms in the Indian 1,es rvation, Gove1·-
11or Chambe1--s called upon the government to keep a small 
force ready near the Indian ag·ency: a slig·ht intrusio11 
mig·ht be enough '' to irritate the Indians ancl induce them 
to act 1·ashly. '' Ea1 .. ly in the year 1 42 Fo1·t 1\.tki11son 
t1 .. oops expelled some squatter and 1·eturned to their· post. 
In September thei1-- ervices ,vere ag·ain enli ted i11 the Sac 
and Fox country, and so by permission of John anf 01·cl of 
the American Fur Company a force of d1,ag·oons took llp 

thei1 .. abode in eig·ht log· cabins on the left bank of the Des 
11oines River and built t,vo officers' huts and stables, some 
t,venty miles west of Fairfield, the nea1~est post-office. 
Captain James Allen called this tempo1 .. a1 .. y post Fo1't a11-
f ord: the "'\Var Department pref er1 .. ed the name '' ac and 
Fox Ag·ency' '. Here in October, 1 42, Gove1 .. nor John 
Chambers effected a treaty with the Indians. Of this event, 
so impo1"tant in the histo1--y of the settlement of Io,va, there 
has been prese1·ved an interesting contemporaneous ne,vs
pape1-- account in which t}1e editor took e ception to the 
Governor's '' most I'idiculous and most I'eprehensible'' i11-

sistence upon the presence of troops : 

The t1 .. eaty ,~tas conducted ,vith great dignity and propriety, if 
"re may except the introduction of dragoons to keep out citizens 
beyond hearing distance. Capt. Allen and Lt. Ruff, of tl1e 

' 
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Dragoons are talented and gentlemanly officers, and were present in 
obedience to orders - but Gov. hambers certainly believes too 
much in sho,v, or greatly mistakes the character of our citizens, if 
lie deems all tl1is flummery and metal-buttcn authority necessary to 
the order, dignity or success of a treaty.45 

FORT DES MOINES ( 0. 2) 

Fort Des Moines at the Raccoon Forks was the jm
mediate successor of Fo1--t anford. The building of a 
military post on the Des J\foines Ri,Ter had been contem
plated ( see a bo,1e) as pa1·t of a larger plan to defend the 
,,Testern frontie1 .. st1·etching from Fort nelling in the no1·th 
to Forts Gibson and To,vson in the south. In 1 37 the 
Qua1 .. te1 .. master General recommended that a position at the 
upper' for·k be permanentl;T occupied. The pr .. obable ex
pe11se was estimated at $30,000 '' for quarters for' 400 men, 
and stables fo1·, say, 100 dr·agoon horses, . . . . to be con
structed chiefly by the labor of the troops, of hewn logs, 
protectec1 by block-houses, after.. the fashion of ordina1·y 
frontier \"\To1·ks.'' The ecretary of Wai .. in 1840 recom
mended the building of a f 01·t at 01· near the f 01 .. ks of the 

45.Ann.als of Iou·a (Third Series), Vol. TV, pp. 289-293, contains an article 
on Fort ''Sanford''. On pp. 164, 166, 167, the name is gi,~en as Fort ''Sand
ford''. Maximilian in Thwaites 's Early Western Travels, Vol. XXII, pp. 235. 
276, refers to Sanford and Sandford. :01r. Thwaites subjoins a footnote on 
Major J ohn F. A. Sanford. Nicollet n1cntions J\1ajor John F. A. Sandford. a 

member of the An1erican Fur Company of St. L ouis, but the i rajor signed 
himself ''Sanford ''. See Chittenden's The H istory of the .Anierican Fur Trade 

in the Far W est, "\Tol. I, p. 36 . 
For the nan1e '' Sac ancl Fox Agency'', a post established October 3, 1842, 

see the chart in Senate Documents, 3rc1 Session, ~ith Congress, p. 210. See also 
Ho11tse Docurnents, 3rd Session, 27th Congress, No. 2, p. 41 ; anu Annals of 
I owa, Vol. XII, pp. 94, 95-99. 

Iou,a T erritorial Gazette and Advertiser (Burlington), October 15, 1 42. 
This account of the treaty is reprinted in THE I OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND 

PoLrrrcs, Vol X, p. 263. See also the Annals of I ou)a (Third Series), Vol. I, 
p 400, where the writer states that the dragoons were present to overn,ve 
troublesome whites. 

• 
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Des Moines. 46 Nothing· came of the agitation until Captain 
Allen at Fort Sanford selected a point at the junction of the 
Raccoon and the Des Moines. The treaty with the Sacs and 
Foxes in October, 1 42, permitted them to r emain three 
years long·e1' in their reservation, and the government de
termined to place troops in their country as a protection 
against ''the ravenous appetites of lawless vag·abonds''. 

O1·ders we1·e accordingly issued from Jefferson Barracks 
in February, 1 43, that Captain Allen with his company of 
d1 .. ag·oons, and also a company of infantry from Fort Craw
ford, should garrison the ne,v post. Allen hastened to the 
place, and leaving a small detachment to gua1"d supplies 
conveyed by steamboat from t . Louis, he retu1 .. ned f 01' the 
1·emainder of his company, evacuating· Fo1·t anford in 
1Iay, 1 43. He called the post Fort Raccoon but the ecre
tary of War would not sanction his choice of a name and 
directed him to call it Fort Des Moines. The :first roster 
contained the names of one hundred men.47 

Fo1 .. t Des Moines became a considerable establishment, 
but without pickets or block-houses it never-- had the ap
pearance of a fort. First a temporary wha1--f ,vas built for 
steamboats and keelboats, then a public store-house, hos
pital, one story log-cabins capable of quartering ten men 

46 The site is probably in Humboldt County.- See L1.,nerican, State Papers, 
Military Affairs, Vol. VII, pp. 782, 784, 905, 963; and House Documents, 2nd 
Session, 26th Congress, Vol. I, r o. 2, p. 22. 

47 For his account of F ort Des Moines, No. 2, the writer is indebted to a 
very readable article in Porter 's Annals of P olk County, I owa, and City of Des 
Moines, pp. 93-114, and in the Annals of I owa (Third Series), Vol. IV, pp. 
161-178; its authority is ,1 ouched for as based on records of the War Depart
ment at Washington, D. C. For a plan of the fort see pp. 161, 324, 325. 

On June 14, 1908, the Abigail Adams Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution dedicated and presented to the city of Des Moines a 
massive monument of carved granite commemorative of old Fort Des Moines.
Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol. VIII, p. 475. 

See also an unauthenticated manuscript report on the propriety of abandon
ing Forts Armstrong and Des Moines in the Ann,als of Iowa (Third Series), 
Vol. VIII, p. 495. 

VOL. xn-13 



19-:l: row A JO R AL OF HI TORY A TD POLITICS 

eacl1 table a11d co1--1·als f 01-- the horses, a11cl office1--s' quar
te1--s. Garden ,ve1--e al o lai 1 out. A post t1--ader e1·ected 
hi to1·e a11cl cl,, ... elling· 11ot far f1·om the flag·staff; three men 
'\"e1·e pe1--mitt cl to cultivate mall area in the , ... icinity as 
pu1•,TeJT01--s to the ga1·riso11; an 1 a tailo1· and blacksmith com
pleted the little colon}T i11 the ac and Fox country. vVithin 
th1·ee or four mile cl,,Telt the cont1--acto1· ,,Tl10 suppliecl the 
po t ,,Tith fo1·ag·e anc1 beef, besides the Indian agent and 
e,reral me11 \\Tith t1·acling· pe1--mits. 
,,7ith the sp1·ing· of 1 44 came the acl,Tance guard of squat

te1--s ,vho hoped to p1·eempt fa1--m bef 01·e the Indians cle
pa1·tecl. '' The 11ece it)-T of ,,ratching these \7 ag·aboncl 
peculators, a111 at the ame time endeavo1--ing to restrain 

tl1e re tless in tinct of hi more particular charges, the 
ac an 1 Foxe affo1 .. tled the commandant of the fo1·t suf

ficient emplo}rment f 01-- hi meage1-- f or·ce,'' for the prec,ence 
of ,vhite temptecl '' the I n lia11s to depredations and tre -
pas e , ancl ,,Then 1·est1 .. ainecl f1--om these acts to " ... ar upo11 
thei1· neig·hbo1· , the iollX. '' 

I11 the ummer of 1 44 aptain Allen took about :fifty 
dragoons on a11 expedition into the 11orthern pa1 .. t of the 
Te1--1--ito1·y of Io,,Ta, kept an inte1·esting jo111 .. nal, and ren
dcr·ecl an excell 11t 1--eport to olonel Kear .. ny at St. Louis. 
One 3Tea1' later he joined Captain umner of Fo1·t Atkinson 
i11 a marcl1 to the St. Peter's (1Iinnesota) River countr) .... 4 

Of ten times l1e ,,ta s called upon to fetch Indian tr .. espassers 
back to the reser,ration. The following account is especiall}r 
applicable in this con11ection : 

As tl1e ti1ne dre,v near for tl1e termination of the treaty [ October 
12, 1845], the duties of the garrison increased. Hundreds of set
tlers ,,rere ''squatting' ' along the boundaries ready to pounce upon 

48 For Captain llen 's expeditions see Hou8e Docu,nents, 1st Session, 29th 
Congress, No. 168, (reprinted in THE I o,v.A. J ouR~A.L OF HISTORY AND PoLITICB, 

Vol. XI, pp. 73- 108); and Senate Docu,nents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, No 1, 
01-p, - , . 

, 
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the lands tl1e 1noment they ,vere abandoned by the Indians, and 
thei1' frequent inct1rsions over tl1e line \vhich \\"ere usually acrom
panied by tl1e shooting of one or more of the Indians, f ollo,ved by 
acts of reprisal, required all the good judgment and discretion of 
tl1e commandant to maintain peace. 01· ,·vas thi tl1e least difficult 
of his duties. It became evident, as the time d1·e,v neare1' tl1at so 
strong ,\,.as tl1e disinclination of the tribes to leave thei1· country, 
that 1nanJr of them ,vould not go until re1noved by force. o trying 
,, as tl1e situation, during the sun1mer of 1 -15, tl1at apt. Allen and 
l1is dragoons ,vere al1nost con tantly in tl1e field, being aided in tl1is 
patrol of tl1e district by apt. Surnne1· s co1npany fro1n Fort .1\.tkin
son . 

.Le\. ,ri ito1· at Fo1·t Des l\Ioi11es ,,rit11e eel the last paJ-ment 
of annl1itie to the ac and Foxe i11 Io,,,.a : h a se1·tecl 
that, taking· them a a t1·ibe, he l1ad '' ne,ler b l1elcl :fine1 .. 

looking· 1nen a11}\vhere - tall, erect, a11cl g·1·acefl1l, tl1eJ'" ap
})ea1" the ,Ter~,;r pictl11·e of 'natu1·e' noblemen'.'' Tl1is 
g·e11tleman also had the novel plea l11·e of seei11g· an Inc1ian 
,,rar-clance, but ,, ... hat be bel1elcl afte1· that c1ese1·,,.es to be told 
i11 l1is o,,.,.n ,,rords : 

IIaving formed a solid square tl1ey marched in front of one of 
tl1e officer's quarters, ,,-hen ,, hat ,,,.as our surprise to observe tl1at 
preparations ,,ere 1naking to treat tl1e1n. A soldier of the infantr)7 

,,·e believe - took a large jug· and ,,~ent to the Sutler's to1~e and 
returned ,, ith it filled, the jug· ,,,.as tl1en set before tl1e Indians and 
tlie)" ,vere i1ivited to dri1ilt, and tl1is ,,Tas done in the p1·esence of 
several of tlie coniniissio1ied officers of the Fo1~t . . . . And it 
is a fact that tl1e location of Fo1~t Des :\Ioines among the Sac and 
l?ox Indians ( unde1 .. its present com1nande1·, ) for the last t,,,o )rea1~s, 
l1as corrupted them more and lo,,1ered tl1e1n deepe1· in tl1e scale of 
,rice and deg1·adation, than all their intercou1"Se \Yith tl1e ,,~hites for 
the ten years previous. Captain Allen thinks nothing of TRE.\.TING 

tl1e Indians to LIQUOR, and the nigl1t befo1--e the pa:y·1nent he sent a 
bottle of liquor to Pow-e-sl1iek ,,,ith l1i compliments by his servant, 
( a n1an by tl1e na1ne of Wells, ) and bottles of liquor~ to several of 
the l1ead chiefs of the Foxes. 

It is said by those living near the garrison tl1at Captain A. and 
tl1e Sutler had a particular object in vie,v in 1naking· tl1e Indians 



196 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

drunk about the time of the payment. As to this we know not, but 
,ve do believe there has been and is great corruption tliere, and that 
if justice ,vas done apt. Allen would be dismissed the United 
States se1·vice and the Sutler never allowed again to enter the 
Indian country. Allen's course has no doubt been dishonorable and 
disgraceful, as ,vell as unofficer-like. During one of the Councils 
several of the Indians ,vere very much intoxicated, and a friend of 
ours asked the aptain ,vhere he supposed the Indians got so much 
liquo1·, and his r eply was: '' The bottoms ,vere full of it.'' No,v if 
he knew such to be the fact or even supposed so, it \"\ras his duty to 
have those bottoms clea1 .. ed. 

Since penning the above ,ve have received a letter from a friend 
,vho ,vas at Raccoon the ame time we "\\'ere, but remained some time 
after ,ve left. In speaking of the Indians he says: '' On Sunday 
and l\Ionday, after you left, there hardly could be seen a sober 
Indian or squa,v. Where they got their rotg1£t I cannot say; but 
such :fighting, of both sexes, I never ,vitnessed in my life. Captain 
Beach made the second order on Captain Allen, to clear the country 
of at least tl1e whiskey peddlers, but he paid no attention to ,·rhat 
Ir. Beach wished done.'' 40 

However reluctant they were to leave, most of the Sacs 
and Foxes took up the march to thei1 .. ne,v lands in Kansas 
south of the Missouri.50 But some two hund1 .. ecl kept out of 
the way, probably hoping to escape the vigilance of the 
t1·oops, until the early months of 1 46 when they were 
'' rounded up'' and given a military esco1·t on the march 

49 This information is to be found in the Davenport Gazette, ovember 13, 
1845, and is a reprint from the K eosauqua Ti1nes, the editor of ,Yhich probably 

wrote the article. 

ao The s11bsequent history of these Indians, also called 1eskwakies or Nus
quakies, has been well told by Dr. Duren J. H. Ward in THE Io,vA JOURNAL OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS, V ol. IV, pp. 179-219: '' Arriving at the appointed 
place in Kansas, they f ound 1t unhealthful and ill-adapted for hunting and 
agriculture. In the dreary years and the great hardships of the transfer, their 
litt le ones and their aged and infirm died. It was a sad settling and their 
Indian hearts longed for Iowa, "here, indeed, some of their frien<ls had re
mained.'' They gradually worked their way back to Iowa and in 1857 pur
chased some land in Tama County where they have since acquired about fl.ye 

sections of land along the I owa River. 

• 
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southward. Thus soldiers and Indians left the country 
togethe1', Fort Des Moines being evacuated on March 10, 
1 46, and the g·overnment buildings being sold soon after
wa1·d. The place, however, was destined to become ,vithin 
a sho1--t time the home of hundreds of pioneer families, the 
county seat of Polk Count}T, and in 1 57 the capital of the 
State of Iowa. 

FORT DODGE 

\,Vhen it became known that the national g·o,.Ternment 
contemplated a line of military posts bet,veen the fissou1'i 
Ri\rer and Oreg·on to protect the emig·rants to the "\V st, 
and \\Then it appeared that sectional moti,Tes had influencecl 
the selection of a route south of the Platte River, the Gen
eral Assembly of Iowa reminded Congress that the western 
border of the State was entirely ,vithout fort or military 
post of any sort and ,vas consequently exposed to the depre
clations of Omahas, Sioux, Otoes, Pawnees, and other In
<lians. Congress ,vas therefore urged to make an impartial 
in,restigation of the advantages of the norther11 side of the 
Platte River ,~there, it was believed, people would naturally 
t1·avel on their ,vay to Oregon and Calif 01"nia because the 
distance would be shortened some three hundred miles and 
emigrants would be saved the trouble and danger of cross
ing· two forks of the Kansas and the Platte rivers, and 
,,Tould have better tlm ber and water for their accommoda
tio11 along· the route.51 Congress, however, gave no ear to 
tl1is clisinterested proposal. 

At the extreme west end of the Neutral Ground a site for 
a military post, suggested by Kearny as early as 1835, was 
selected in 1850, because ce1--tain bands of Sioux Indians 
had interfered with the operations of government surveyors 
and had subjected the pioneers in that region to repeated 

51 Laws of Iowa, 1847-1848, p. 203. 
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1·obbe1--ie ar1cl lepreclation . 011 the ea t bank of the Des 
1\foines Ri,Ter, a hort li tance belo,v the mouth of Lizard 
Fo1·k, a compan)T of nited tates infantry from Fort 
Snelling·, 1i11nesota :fini he 1 the erection of quarter s "Thich 
r ecei,Ted the name For·t la1--ke. 

V I'Y 0011 afte1•,,Tard '' e,,.e1--al of the most intellig'ent, 
1·espcctable, ancl i11flue11tial busi11ess men of the city of 
Dubuque '' petitione 1 Geo1·ge W. J ones ( to whom they were 
inclebt e l for the f o1·t ) and Augustus C. Dodge, both United 

tates enator s from Io,\Ta, '' to do yo11r con titue11ts a still 
g·1·eat 1· f avor· b, ur·g i11g· upo11 the p1--ope1 .. depa1 .. tment the 
importance '' of co11 t1·ucting· a military road f1·om Du
buql1e to the fort, becal1se all the stor .. es, munitions, a11d 
upplie neeclecl at the fo1·t ,ver·e unloadecl from steamer's at 

K eokl1k ancl l1aulecl o·\,.e1·land by ,,Tag o11 up the Des I oines 
Valle)T f or-- 11ea1·l)T th1·ee hu11d1--ecl mile . The city of Du
buque, 011 the other-- hand, \\Tas declared to be only one hun-
lrecl ancl t,,1 enty miles straight east of Fo1't Clarke, and 
being acce ible to Iis issippi River· st eamboats ,,as the1·e
f 01·e sit11at ecl more acl,rantag·eously than lr eokuk. The 
r ecommendation that Co11gr ess appropriate $:20 000 f 01-- a 
I"oad f1·om Dubuque to Fort Clarke found no favor either in 
1 51 01· one year· late1·, ,,Then the Senato1·s f1--om Io,va ag·ain 
broug·ht up the matter--. The memo1·ials sent to Cong·ress b)~ 
the State leg·islature asking fo1 .. milita1--y 1,oads £1--om Du
buque and l\f uscatine to For·t lar·ke met the same fate.52 

:;2 During the summer of 1 50 the first settlers of Marshall County got into 
diffict1lties 1'11tb some l\Iusquakie I ndians and fearing f or their liYes built a f ort 
on ,Yhat is no,, called Burk's H ill. The stockade, For t Robinson, sheltered 
t,Yenty-four families for a fe"· ,, eeks until t he Indians departed , co~ve<l. by the 
n1enaces of For t Dodge.- .Annals of I owa (First Series), , .,.ol. VIII, pp. 369-
372. 

Senate Executive Docu 1nents, 2nd Session, 31st Congress, o. 15 ; and 1st 
Session, 32nd ongre s, 1 o. 14. Lau:s of I ou)a, 1 50-1851, pp. 261, 265. In 

o-, en1ber , 1 37, a plan of defence ,vas recon11nended to include a n establish
ment for 400 n1en at the Upper F orks of the Des Moines.- Senate Docu1nc11ts, 
2nd Session, 25th ongress, Vol. I , I o. 65, p. 14. . 

• 
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In the year 1 31 the ec1--eta1·y of ,,Tar 01·der d the name 
of the f 01·t cha11gecl to Fo1·t Dodg·e, i11 l1onor of Hen1--y 
Doclg·e, enator f1·om ,Vi con i11, an l hi on -'-\.l1gl1 tus C. 
Doclg·e, Senator f1·om Io,va, botl1 of ,,.,l101n l1atl pent va1·iecl 
a11c1 l1seful careers llpon the \'{e ter11 f1·ontier. The g·a1·ri on 
,, as kept bu y ,,Tith the usual cluties of a f1·011tie1· po. t, but 
as the count1 .. 3T settled up and the iol1x Indians became le 
t1·ouble ome, ha,ring· ceded thei1-- lancls in 011ther11 Iinne
~ ota, the neecl of a f 01·t f a1 .. the1-- 1101·tl1 ca11 eel the evacua
tion a11d sale of the Fort Doclg·e builcli11g· i11 J u11e, 1 53, a11cl 
tl1e e tablishme11t of Fo1·t Riclg·le}r on tl1e J\1i1111c ·ota Ri,,.01·. ;;a 

Tl1e flol11·ishing· city of For·t Doclo·e 0011 sp1·a11g· up. E,·e11t s, 
ho,,Te,Ter, ,,.,e1 .. e soon to p1·0,·e that Io,,.,a 's 1101·tl1,,,.est e1·11 
fro11tie1· had lo t a 1·ead}T m ea11 of p1·otectio11. 

I11 the }rear 1 55 the tate leg·i, la tl11·e info1·111 cl Co11g·1·ess 
of the extreme neecl of a ga1·1·i 011 at 01· nea1· tl1e mouth of 
tl1e Big· Sioux Ri,1e1 .. i11 Io,\.,a . fte1· the J)u1·chase of the 
Inclian la11cls a1·ound the n1outh of thi t1· a111 t,,To hostile 
t ribes pa1·titioned the count1•}r, u i11g· it a s l11111ti11g·-g1·ou11c1s 
e,1e1·y fall, and later eng·ag·ecl in a ,,.,a1·, '' ,,·he1·eb}r saicl 
t1·act of count1 .. y has become the thea t1·e of se,Te1·al a11-
g·uina1--}., and blood}r battles, to the g·1·ea t c1iscomf 01·t a11cl 
auno~·ance of the f e,v settlers ,vho l1a,.,e pio11ee1·ed the ,,Ta)., 
for settleme11t and ci,.,.ilization of that fe1"tile a11d inte1·esti11g· 
pa1·t of our young· and gro,,~i11g· State, ,,.,.ho a1·e entitlec1 to 
the protection of g·ove1·nment. '' 

FORT I ... NORTHWE T ER.tr I 0 \\1 A 

.4\.t the same time the Io,va memorialist s i11formecl Co11-
g·1·ess that the Siol1x, Omahas, Otoes, and otl1e1" Inc1ians 
o,\·11ecl a11d occupied a large area of col1nt1~y in tl1e , ... icinit3T, 

53 A nnals of I ou;a (First Series), Vol. VII, pp. 2 4, 2 5, 288-290; Annals of 
l o,ra (Third Series) , Vol. III, p. 357, ancl Vol. I V, pp. 534-538. 

An old log cabin used in 1 50 as th e headquar ters of the Quarter1naster 's 
Depart n1ent of the t roops then stationed at Fort Dodge has been preserYecl. 
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and that therefore the frontie1 .. settlements ,vere in constant 
alarm lest marauding· bands of Indians might come ''to 
hunt, steal, and commit many other dep1 .. edations to which 
thei1· lawless and unrest1--ained passions and habits might 
lead them,'' and endanger p1--operty and human life by rea
son of '' the intoxication, the malice, caprice or revenge of 
these unrestrained savages. '' Fu1--thermore, a garrison at 
this point, it \\Tas 1--epresented, would be on the route to Fort 
Laramie and the trading posts on the 11issouri and Yellow
stone 1--i,:-re1 .. s, and being· on a large ri·\"rer it would be acces
sible to steamboats as a suitable and pI·oper depot for 
supplies and ammunition f 01-- forts on the western frontier. 
The appeal as usual fell flat in Congress and it was prob
ably O\\ring to the ab ence of a government fort in north
western Io,va that the ioux Indians dared to massacre the 
first settlers near Spirit Lake in 1857. 54 

Sioux Indians ag·ain took the war path in Minnesota 
during the summer of 1 62; their plunderings, burning·s, 
cruelty, and massacre of hundreds of settlers north of the 
Io,va boundary stamped them as the perpetrators of the 
worst Indian outrage in .American history. Settlers in the 
recently org·anized counties of northwestern Iowa were 
filled with te1--ro1--, deserted thei1" homesteads, and fled in 
haste to places of safety. In the belief that a general In
dian wa1-- ,vas impending, the General Assembly of the 
State of Io,va called upon Cong1--ess to send t1·oops not only 
to p1--otect the exposed bo1--de1-- but also to punish the sav
ages. The national government could not, of course, cope 

54 Laws of Iowa, 1· 54-1855, p. 294. 
In 1850 Congress authorized the survey and construction of a military road 

from Mendota (near Fort Snelling) to the mouth of the Big Sioux River in 
Iowa, a distance of about 275 miles, and appropriated $5,000 for the purpose.
Senate Executive Documents, 1st Session, 32nd Congress, o. 438. This road 
~as expected to be completed in 1856.-Parker's Iowa Handbook, 1856, p. 130 . 

• 

, 
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with such a problem when all available men and ammunition 
,,rer e needed for the war in the outh. 

According·ly, as no time should be lost, five companies of 
volunteer s, later called the Northern Iowa Brigade, we1~e 
org·anized by the State to defend the settlements and thus 
quiet the fears and apprehensions of the settlers. About 
t,vo hundred and fifty men, 1·ank and file, wer e distributed 
among several towns situated between Chain L akes in E m
met County and ioux City, and soon block-houses and 
stockades ,vere e1--ected, chiefly at local expense, at Correc
tion,rille, Cherokee, P eter son, E stherv,.ille, and on the iin-
11esota bo1 .. de1-- at Io,va Lake in the northeastern corne r-- of 
Emmet County.55 

At Iowa Lake seven buildings of roug·h timbe1 .. , one hun
d1 .. ed and sixty feet in length, f 01--med the west side of the 
enclosure ; p1 .. airie sod ,vas piled up on the north side, f orm
ing· a wall eig·ht feet high and five feet thick at the base, with 
portholes ; stables consisting of two tiers of stalls sepa
rated by a passage-way were er ected on the east side of the 
square, covered with poles, grass, and sod, ,vith an outer 

ri
5 A story of hostile Sioux Indians created a stampede among the pioneers of 

Bremer County in J une, 1854, and caused the construction of Fort Barrick, or 
''Fort J ohn '', as i t was called, for temporary shelter. A large boulder with a 
bronze tablet was recently unveiled and dedicated to mark the spot in Janesville 
~'here the stockade stood, half-finished, when fear subsided. 

1fention should be made here of a Sioux attack on the settlers of Dakota 
Territory early in 1 62 and subsequent excitement among the people of Sioux 
City. The scare left a monument in the shape of a half-finished fort at the 
corner of Third and Nebraska streets near the r i~er. This "·as later solu by 
order of the city council.- .Annals of I owa (First Series), Vol. X, pp. 117, 118. 

The inhabitants of Spirit L ake had already raised a stockade around their 
court-house.- I owa Historical R ecord, Vol. I , p. 574. 

An account of the T or thern I owa Brigade by W. H. Ingham may be found in 
the Annals of I owa (Third Series), Vol. V, pp. 4 1-512. The article includes 
sketches of the stockades at Correctionville, I owa Lake, and Estherville. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution have recently erectecl a monument to 
rnark the site of the f ort in the last named city. 

For the legislature's appeal t o t he Secretary of War see Laius of Iowa, 1862 
(Extra Session) , p. 51. 
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,, .. all of od; a fence of l1prig·ht timbe1 .. s, ,,Tith a gate, on the 
outl1 i le, be icle log bastions at the no1 .. tl1western and 

sol1thea te1·11 co1·ne1· an 1 a ,,.,.e 11, completec1 the stronghold. 
The block-house an 1 officers' quarter of the stockade at 

P ter·son ,ve1·e built of oak and ash timbe1·s ten inches 
squa1·e 1·oofed ,vith oft maple boa1·cls joined together and 
g·roovecl along· the ic1e o a '' to convey off the ,, .. ater' '. 

a,,.,.ecl oak timber· anc1 he,,1 ecl ti1nbers six inches thick en
clo d th1·ee sicle . The Cherokee block-house ,,,.as con
tructed of timbe1·s one foot sql1are, co,rerecl ,vith ,,1alnut 
hingles, an l tl1e tockade ,, ... alls ,,,.e1"e made of t\\7 0 1·0,,1 s of 

split log faces b1·oug·ht tog·ethe1· o as to break joint . 
Insi le the enclosl11·e ,, .. as a e, ... enteen-f oot ,, ... ell ,,.,alled " .,.itl1 
boulders. The e tabli. hment at orrectio11,,.ille was sim
ilar, except that the bl1ilcling ,,.,.ere co,.,.e1·ecl ,vitl1 ea1·th ancl 
tl1e ,,,.ell ,,.,.a s cl11·be 1 ,,Tith l1ackberry. 

E stl1e1•,rille boast cl of the most exten iv.,.e ''works'': Fort 
Defiance, one l1l1nd1·ed a11d tl1irt}T-t,, ... o feet sql1a1·e, consisted 
011 one ic1e of ba1·1"acks separatecl b}.,. a tockade of ele,.,.en 
foot plank f1·om an office ancl commissa1 .. y room, with 
shingle roofs a11d blaclt ,,.,.alnut sidings, and portholes, a11cl 
on the opposite si le a barn. The other· t,,.,.o sides we1·e ub
sta11tiall3r stockac1ed, incll1 ling· also a gua1·d-ho11se. 

These c1·ude st1·ong·holds g·a,.,.e the people of Io\\.,a 's st1·ag
g·ling no1·th,Yestern ettlements a feeling· of secu1 .. it3r, ancl 
undol1btedly p1·e,.,.ented the Indians f1·om in, ... ading the 

tate. The volu11te 1-- g·a1"1 .. isons ,ve1·e lisbancled in a sho1·t 
time, the last one, at E sthe1"ville, bei11g· 1·elie,red on Decem
ber 31, 1863, by t1"oops of nited States cavalry. The In
c1ians committed 110 mo1·e at1·ocities. 

FORT DES l\IOir ES (.1: 0. 3) 

Agitatio11 fo1· the location of a ca,ralry po t at tl1e tate 
capital of I ov,.,.a bega11 i11 the L ea1· 1 9-! a11d recei,Tec1 the 
,,ra1·m support of ma11"'r leac1ing· citize11s. J ol1n A. T. Hull, a 

, 
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membe1· of Cong·1·e s from lo"\\ra and chairman of the Com
mittee on 1\filitar},. ff airs in the House of Representatives, 

championed thei1· ca11se during· three se sion of ong·1·e s, 
achie,ring· st1cces in 1900. It ",.as enacted that ''upon the 
tran fer ancl con,·e~ ... ance to the United tate of a goocl and 
ufficient title to not le s than 400 acres of land, ,,rithol1t 

cost to the United tate , situated at or nea1-- the city of D es 

11oines, . . . . and on 01· near a rail1--oad, an 1 consti
tuting· an elig·ible and sl1itable ite fo1· an a1·my post, a11d to 
be appro,.,ed and accepte l by the ecretar),. of ""\:\7 ar for· tl1at 
1)111·pose, then and thereupon t11e1·e hall be, and is he1·eb)-, 
esta bli hed and loca tecl on aicl la11cl a Uni tec1 1ta tes a 1·m,r 

• 

post, of such cha1·acte1· and capacity as the Sec1·etar)r of 
\\T a1· shall di1·ect and appro,re. '' 

Tl1e citizens ubsc1--ibecl $40,000, boug·l1t a site 11ea1-- the 
city, and do11atecl the la11c1 to the g·o,., r11me11t. The ec1·e
tar)~ of \\Tar found no objections to the pla11 - 011 the con
tra1"}T he as ignecl as a 1·ea 011 for establisl1i11g· the thi1·cl 
Fo1·t Des 1\Ioine '' tl1e polic}T of the Depa1·tme11t for soine 
>.,ea1,~, as the Indians ha,·e ceased to be a li tu1·lJing· element 

i11 tl1e ettlement of the Te1·1·ito1·ies, a11cl th11s pe1·n1itted the 
alJanclonment of the man}., mall po ts that u11til 1·ece11tly 
,,Te1·e scatter ed along· the f1·ontier, to conce11t1·ate the t1·oops 
thus 1·eleasecl near the la1·g·e centers of po}Jl1latio11, ,,.,here 
111any 1·ail,,.,.ay lines conve1·ge anc1 allo,,., of thei1· bei11g· rap
i(llJT t1·anspo1·ted to points of th1--ea ten d c1istu1·bance. '' Des 
TuI oines ,,.,i th ten 1·ail1·oads, th1·ee of them t1·unlr lines, in a 
l1ealtl1ful ancl ve1·y I'ich ag·r·icultu1"al reg·ion '' ,v l1ere t1·oops 
<:a11 be maintained at a minimum cost'', lay \\rithi11 easy 
striking· clistance of the g·reat cities of the 11idc1le \Vest so 
that t1--oops might be moved to them i11 a fe,v hou1·s and at 
small expense, ,vhile the3r could also be hu1·1·ied '' to any 
poi11t on either the Mississippi 01· 1issour·i Riv 1· to p1--otect 
tl1e great bridg·es across tl1ose st1·eams. '' 5a 

56 Congressional Record, Vol. XXXIII, pp. 1319, 1320. 

I 
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ince the first quarte1"S were built, more than one million 
dollars has been expended, until now '' an entire village of 
brick has g·ro1vn up and around the regimental flag, . . . . 
designed to accommodate 1200 cavalrymen, with their 
horse and g·ene1--al equipment. '' Fort Des Moines was ded
icated amid much pomp, ceremony, and festivity. The post 
con ists of an administration building, hospital, chapel, of
ficers ' quarte1--s, subalterns' quarters, barracks, stables, and 
a parade ground one thousand by two thousand feet in 
area.5 7 In compa1,.ative luxury and in extent it offers a 
striking contrast to the primitive character of its predeces
so1·s of the pionee1' period of Io,va history, and at the same 
time erves a far diff e1'ent purpose. Aside from a few dis
ciplinary and public occasions and the recent expedition in 
defence of the Texas border against Mexican insurgents 
ther·e has been little to disturb the monotony of camp life 
at Fort Des Moines. 

JACOB VAN DER ZEE 

THE STATE H ISTORICAL SOCIETY OF lO\VA 

l ow A C ITY l ow A 

57 Brigham 's Hi~tory of Des Moines and Polk County, I owa, Vol. I, pp. 600-
602. 11r. Brigham also furnished the information contained in the closing 
sentence of this ar t icle on forts. 

• 


