
THE EAL OF IOWA 

(The foll owing brief staten1ent concerning the seals of the Territory and 
State of I owa ~·as compiled by Mr. Jacob Van der Zee, Research Associate in 
The State Historical Society of Iowa.- EDITOR.] 

THE SEAL OF THE TERRITORY OF IOWA 

The great seal of the T erritory of Iowa originated in the 
year 1 3 . Its clesig·n is creditecl to William B. Conway, 
fi1--st Secretary of the Territo1--y, and the engraving· " ,.as the 
V{ork of a P en11sylvanian, William Wag·ner.1 In compliance 
,vith the 1·eql1est of the Legislative ouncil, M1·. Conway 
transmitted a die of the new seal and some impressions on 
,,,ax ancl paper, together with the follo,ving· communica­
tion :2 

The device is believed to be simple; and, ,vith tl1e highest defer­
ence to the good taste and sound criticism of the H onorable Council, 
it is r egarded as perfectly expressive of a distinct idea, intimately 
associated with the history of the delightful country 1vhich we have 
the happiness to inhabit ; and for which it is the sacred duty and 
lofty privilege of the Legislative Authorities, to provide " 'ise, equit­
able, and salutary laws. 

The slightest examination of the seal will di close to the Ilonor­
able Council, the Eagle, the proud and appropriate emblem of our 
national pO\Yer, bearing in its beak, an I1idian ar1·oiv, and clutching, 
in its talons, an 1.tnstrung boiv; and while the idea thus delicately 
evolved, is so \vell calculated to make tl1e eye glisten \vith patriotic 
pride, and cause the heart to beat high ,Yith the pulsations of con­
scious superiorit~y·, it nevertheless presents a touching appeal to our 
n1anly sensibilities, in contemplating the drear )1 destiny of a de-

1 This is the name given by Mr. Theodore S. P arvin in the .A.,lnals of Iowa, 
VoJ. r-,', p 264. The same ~'Titer has another article in the l ou:a H istorical 
Record, \ 1ol. VII, p. 41, and he there refers to a ~r. Wagoner of Pittsburgh. 

ee also the Journal of the House of Representat1ves, l 38-1 39, p. 5 . 

2 J our11al of the Legtslative Council, l 3 -1839, p. 45. 
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clining race; nor should it fail to admonish u of tl1e immense im­
portance of improv·ing, in every po 1ble point of view, that vast 
inheritance which it "·as their peculiar ru1sfortt1ne to underv·alue 
and neglect. 

The Honorable the Leg1 lative ouncil ,Yill pa rel on tl1e freed om of 
these reflections, ,vh1ch the occasion elicits, 1f it does not justify and 
demand, ,vhilst I have the honor to rernain, as heretofore, their very 
obedient and respectful servant, and :;tours, 

WM. B. CON\\" A Y, 

ecretary of the Territory. 

Mr. Lems of the ommitt e on Terri tori s reported that 
the eal submitted by th ecretar~y· hacl been exami11ed and 
that its devices ,,.,e1"e 'admirably adapted and appropriate''. 
At the same time he p1~opo e(l a resolution that the eal 
should be adopted by the ouncil as the Great eal of the 
Territory of Iowa. 

On Mr. Hempst ad's motion the report was ace ptecl and 
the resolution adopted. 3 1'1r. "\Vallace, ecreta1·y of the 

ouncil, was tlien despatchecl to the House of Re1)resenta­
tives to reacl the resol11tion an 1 present the eal, with im­
pressions upon ,vax and paper. Later Mr. o,vlin offered a 
resolution that the ouncil and House of Representati,,e of 
the Territory of Iowa should officiall:y' a lopt the seal. This 
resolution appa1--ently met with no immediate favor, because 
at a late1~ time the Council informed the IIouse of Repre­
sentatives that its ommittee on the Judicia1--y hacl fol1nd 
the seal '' executed ,vith much elegance and classic taste,'' 
and absolutely 11ecessary to carr)' on Territorial business.4 

Although the legislati,re journals 5 contain no recorc1 of the 
adoption of the seal, the resolt1tion must ba·v·e passecl both 
houses of the leg·islature, for it certainly received the ap­
proval of Governor Robert Lucas. 0 

3 Journal of the L egislati ve Council, 1838-1839, p. 48. 

4 Journal of the Ilouse of Representatives, l 38-1839, pp. 44, 47, 58. 

:i .Annals of Iowa, Vol. I-V, p. 266. 
6 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838-1839, p. 516. 
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A die of the original Territorial seal may be found in 
possession of The tate Historical Society of Io,va.7 It 
may be noted in this connection that the seals of the tate 
University of Iowa and of The tate Historical ociety of 
Iowa are modeled largely upon the seal of the Territory 
of Iowa. 

THE SEAL OF THE STATE OF IOWA 

On December 9 1846, Mr. Leffingwell int1·oduced into the 
House of Repr esentatives as one of the first matters for its 
consideration a joint resolution to authorize the ecretary 
of tate to procure a tate seal.8 The enate refused to 
accecle to the wishes of the lower house, but offered a substi­
tute.9 Before this measure was passed by the General As­
sembly and approved by the Governor, State officers had 
been specially empowered to use the Territorial seal until a 
State seal was provided.10 

The Secretary of tate r eceived authority 11 to purchase 
for the sum of forty dollars a seal '' two inches in diameter, 
upon which shall be engraved the following device, sur­
rounded by the words, 'The Great Seal of the tate of Iowa' 
- a sheaf a11d a field of standing wheat, with a sickle and 
other farming· utensils, 011 the left side near the bottom; a 
lead furnace and pile of pig· lead, on the 1~ight side; the 
citizen soldier, with a plow in his 1·ear, supporting the Amer­
ican flag and liberty cap with his right hand, and his gun 
with his left, in the center and nea1-- the bottom; the 1:issis­
sippi river in the rear of the whole, with the steamer I ovta 
under way; an eag·le near the upper edge, holding in his 

1 See .Annals of I owa, Vol. I -V, p. 287, for an impression of the seal. 

s Journal of the House of Representatives, 1 46-1847, pp. 49, 68, 410, 416. 

9 Journal of the Senate, 1846-1847, pp. 43, 48, 2-87. 

10 Laws of Ioiva, 1846-184 7, p. 32. 

11 Laws of I owa, 1846-1847, p. 164. 
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beak a scroll, with the following inscription upon it: 0 u r 
liberties ioe prize, a11d our riglits ice 1.v1ll 11iat1itai1i.'' 

The1"e is in the rooms of The tat Historical ocietv of 
• 

Iowa a mall rectangular ,vooden plate labeled '' Th First 
eal of Io,va' '. It was probably desigi1ed a a model for th 

official circular al described in the legislative act.12 

12 An impression of the State seal can be found in the Annals of Iowa, Vol. 
I-V, p. 287. 


