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building of the superstructure' ' 1 is a task both interestiI 
and instructive. 

For hundreds of years before Mormon refugees f oun 
ed a community upon the Missouri River bank of low 
the country offered its exceptional opportunities to t] 

aboriginal inhabitants. Who these Indians were before t ] 

end of the seventeenth century cannot be ascertained. Ev( 
after that it is a fact worthy of note that the Red 11(· 
pref erred to dwell upon the Nebraska side of the river -
there they set up their tribal villages and there missio 
aries, fur-traders, and government agents settled or visitE 
among them after the year 1 00. Nevertheless, the Io" 
side of the Missouri River was not wholly unpeopled, E 

numerous early records bear witness. 
In the spring of the year 1676 a Jesuit priest, Loui 

Andre, wrote a letter in which he ref erred to some Indiar 
called '' aiaoua'' : they were said to dwell 200 leagues we~ 
of Lake Michigan in a village '' very larg·e but poor; f o 
their greatest wealth consists of ox-hides and of Red Calr 
mets.'' This is probably the earliest mention of the Iowa 
Indians, and indicates that they dwelt somewhere near th 
famous pipestone quarry in southwestern Minnesota.2 

Early in July, 1700, on his expedition up the Mississipp 
River, the Frenchman Le Sueur' received word that th 

ioux and the '' Ayavois'' had defeated their enemieE 
Turning westward by way of the St. Peter's River, he late 
canoed into the Blue Earth River (southern Minnesota) an< 
learned that the Ayavois and Otoctatas lived beyond. Tw1 

Canadians were then despatched to invite them to build i 

village nea1' Le Sueur 's Fort L 'huillier, but they returnee 
without having found the way to these tribes. 3 

1 Chittenden 's The H istory of the .American Fur Trade of the Far West 
Vol. I, p. 82. 

2 Thwaites' J esuit R elations, Vol. LX, pp. 203, 321; and Miner's The low• 
I ndians, pp. 10, 11, 12, 13. 

s Shea 's Early JT oyages Up and Do1v1i tlie Mississippi, pp. 92, 104, 105. 
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One of the most interesting records of western Iowa's 
azy past is a map of the northwestern part of Louisiana 
ompiled in 1703 by William de L 'Isle, the most noted 
1rench cartographer of his day. This chart with its French 
omenclatur e indicates a trader's trail, '' Chemin des V oy­
geurs '', commencing at the Mississippi River a few miles 
,elow the mouth of the Wisconsin River and running west­
,rard across northern Iowa to the vicinity of Spirit Lake. 
~here, near one of the many lakes, was a '' village des 
\.iaouez''; thence the trail continued due westward to the 
1ig Sioux River, on either side of which were two more 
oway villages, probably near the site of the present city of 
,ioux Falls, South Dakota. To the south, below the mouth 
1f the Little Sioux River three Teton Sioux villages are 
ho,vn, and opposite the mouth of the Platte River were 
our Yankton Sioux villages. Near the southwestern corner 
,f the present State of Iowa, '' Les Octotata'' ( the Otoes) 
vere located, and south of them three villages of ''Yo­
vays' '.4 

On the best authority of that early day, therefore, it 
vould seem that French traders came into relations with 
he Indian inhabitants of western Iowa about the beginning 
>f the eighteenth century. But Frenchmen seem to have 
timed primarily at the establishment of trade with the 
arious Sioux tribes of the region now comprised in South 

)akota and southern Minnesota, for the Indians there were 
nuch more n1Jmerous than in western Iowa, which was 
·eally little more than the hunting-ground of several tribes . 
. n the year 1737 the French ceased their operations among 

4 Miner's The Iowa Indians, pp. 22, 23, 24. For a small sketch of the map 
ee The Monthly South Dakotan, Vol. III, opposite p. 285. 

An enumeration of the savage t ribes of New France in 1736 placed the 
'Ayowois'' south of the Missouri River, but the Minnesota River was probably 
neant. The enumerator did not attempt to locate other tribes on the Missouri. 
- Documents Relating to the Colonial History of the State of New York, Vol. 
:x:, pp. 1055, 1057. 
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the Sioux because the Sacs and Foxes from the Wisconsi 
country had settled among the Ioways west of the MissiE 
sippi River and had constantly harassed fur-traders an, 
even killed stray French voyageurs. From this vast regio 
in 1757 the French could report no fort or trading-post, bu 
only an exchange of hundreds of packages of peltries ever. 
year by ioux, acs, Foxes, and Ioways.5 On the lowe 
Missouri River, French traders had maintained a post a· 
early as 1722, but they had been foiled in their exploitatio1 
here also. In 1757, on the site of Fort Leavenworth, tl1e~ 
had a garrison - thither came the Missouri and the Kansa: 
Indians with packages of deer and bear skins, and from i 

point fifty leagues above came '' the Otoks and the Ayoues 
two hundred men furnish eighty packages, of beaver. ' ' 6 

These few hundreds of Ioway Indians seem to have ha · 
the nomadic instinct to a marked degree, as the foregoing 
accounts indicate. They moved their villages from one 
locality to another and they journeyed annually to the 
French markets for the Indian trade : southward do,vn the 
Missouri or eastward to the Mississippi and even beyond. 
There is extant a letter which shows the strong grip which 
the French had on their native subjects of northern Louisi­
ana, when England ,vas waging war for the capture of 
Canada from France. On the 20th of July, 1757, Vaudreuil 
wrote to the French minister as follows : 

Monseigneur - Previous to my arrival in this colony, the 
Ayoouois killed two Frenchmen in the Missouri country. I at once 
hastened to give my orders to the commandants of the posts whither 
that nation might come, that the first officer to whose post they 
came was to compel them themselves to bring me the murderers. 

The commandant of La Baye [ Green Bay] had occasion to see 
those .Ayoouois. H e spoke to them in my name with such firmness 
that 10 savages of the same nation came to Montreal expressly to 

:; W isco·nsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVII, p. xv. 

6 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 178. 
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leliver the murderers to me. They presented them to me in the 
1ame of their nation with great submission and resignation that I 
night have their heads broken if such was my intention. They 
1evertheless earnestly begged me to pardon them and assured me 
hat they themselves would avenge the death of the two Frenchmen 
tnd would compensate me for their loss by the blows they would 
:trike against the English. 

All our nations of the upper countries and our domiciled savages 
vho \Vere in this town, to the number of from 1,700 to 1,800, joined 
hose Ayoouois and gave me the most touching ,vords to induce me 
o pardon them. I did not deem it advisable to refuse them because 
tll those nations ~rere about to start to join my expedition against 
vrt George and circumstances required that I should give proofs 
>f kindness to all those nations. 

Nevertheless, I made them very anxious to obtain that favor and 
7ranted it only after repeated solicitations . 

That favor will contribute more to restrain the savage nations 
-han if I had had the two murderers' heads broken, because all the 
1ations that interested themselves in their fate are, at the same time, 
>bliged to punish them if they dip their hands in French blood in 
Euture.7 

As is well known, England captured Canada and France 
~eded the province of Louisiana to Spain. But the latter 
'3tep did not prevent British aggression in the Upper Mis­
-,issippi River country. Lieutenant James Gorrell of Green 
Bay was engaged during the whole s11mmer of 1762 '' in 
treating with the tribesmen, ranging from the Menominee 

7 In June, 1757, General Montcalm wrote that 800 tribesmen had arrived at 
Montreal, believing that the French cause was likely to triumph over the 
l<jnglish, among them the Ioways: '' the latter have never appeared before at 
Montreal''. To quote further from his letter: '' There oeeurred here, yester­
lay, the grand ceremony of pardoning two Iowas who had killed two French­
men, two years ago. They smoked the peace calumet; the murderers were 
brought out, bound, with the emblem of a slave [prisoner] in their hands, 
3inging their death song as if they were to be burned. Saint-Luc and Marin 
fulfilled the functions of the chevalier de Dreux and Monsieur Desgranges. 
These savages, so the ladies say, dance much better than our domiciled ones, 
and one of these days they are to be reviewed on the plain du Sablon. The 
generals and the ladies will be present.''- W iscons1n Historical Collections, 
Vol. XVIII, pp. 195-197. 

-
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in the neighborhood of the fort, to the Iowa and ioux 
the farther West. '' 8 Thus began the British regin 
Englishmen f 1·om Canada got control of the Indian trade 
at least the northern part of the trans-Mississippi regio 
English presents at the proper time won the good will a 
patronage of the natives, including the Ioways, no doul 
Spanish reports for the years 1769 and 1777 show that t 
'' Ayooua '' or '' Hayuas'' then dwelt upon the Des l\1oin. 
River in what is to-day the northwestern corner of , r: 
Buren County.9 These Indians and their Sac and F, 
friends probably hunted all over western Iowa, while ban 
of ioux descended from the north and Otoes and Omah 
crossed the l\fissouri from the west. 

English traders, however, acquired no exclusive mono 
oly, for after Pierre Laclede and Auguste and Pierre Cho 
teau founded t. Louis in 1763 as a trading-po t for t) 

Missouri River country many Indian tribes were lur< 
southward to trade. Thus in May and June of the )1e: 

1769, according· to a panish account, '' they descend tl 
rivers in numerous parties with their traders to decla1 
their furs . . . . ; and when they depart one has to n1al 
them . . . . a present''.10 Eng·lishmen carried on 
brisk traffic upon the Des Moines River and penet1 .. ated f 

far westward as the Missouri, no mean contenders with tl 
Spanish licensees for the wealth in furs. 11 Spanish go' 
ernors of Louisiana constantly declared that they could 11< 

cope with British aggression in the northern part of the' 
unpeopled possessions. 

In December, 1780, Francisco Cruzat, Governor of Spai 
ish Illinois, complained: '' Such are the movements "'hie 

• the English show in this barbarous and inhuman war, 1 

8 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 249. 
9 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 300, 363. 
10 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, p. 305. 
1 1 H ouck's The Spanish Regime in Missouri, Vol. I, p. 166. 
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order that they might succeed in their attempts, that even 
in the Misury they had introduced two of their banners, 
,,hich I have had surrendered to me by telling the tribes 
,,ho had received them, that in order to be our allies they 
ought not to have in their villages other ensigns than the 
Spanish.'' The same Governor also remarked that '' a band 
of Aioas, doubtless excited by the enemy, has corrupted the 
Hotos [Otoes, dwelling near the mouth of the Platte River] 
tribe which is located on the upper Misury and has prom­
ised them to join the other tribes opposed to us in order to 
~11ow as great hostility as possible toward us. . . . I 
know by experience that the appearance of gain does not 
excite tl1em to take action, but the reality of presents does. 
Since the English make so many of these to all the tribes 
of ,vhom they wish to make use, they always obtain from 
tl1em whatever they desire''. 

\Vithout troops stationed upon the t. Peters and the Des 
Moines rivers, a Spanish Governor asserted in 1794, St. 
Louis merchants could not win the immense fur-trade with 
the nations of the Missouri from the English '' who usurp 
that trade and daily introduce themselves in greater num­
ber upon said river and among the nations living near it.'' 
Thus it happened that nothing could be done to cause the 
dominion of Spain to be respected in Upper Louisiana.12 

In the year 1800 Spain retransf erred the province to 
France and three years later Napoleon in despair sold it to 
the youthful government of the United States. Du1--ing this 
b1'ief period an Englishman named Thomas G. Anderson 
wintered among the Ioway Indians fifty miles up the Des 
Moines River as the agent of a Green Bay trader. His 
competitor at the same point was a Frenchman by the name 
of Julien. The Ioways, '' a vile set'', then hunted near the 

12 Wisco1isin Historical Collections, Vol. XVIII, pp. 412, 414, 449, 452; and 
Robertson's Louisiana under Spain, France, and the United States, Vol. I, pp. 
335-337. 

• 
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Missouri. To avoid the expen e of shipping goods up the 
river to the vicinity of their hunting grounds, the traders 
agreed that both would wait for the Indians to bring their 
furs to the shops on the Des Moine . ot long afterward 
the Englishman discovered that he had been deceived by the 
Frenchman, and aft r roundly abusing him, Anderson pre­
vailed upon the men of his trading post to journey across 
country to Juli n's house near the Missouri and '' started . 
the next day ,vith seven loaded men, taking provisions for 
one day only, depending on game for our supply. '' To 
quote from Anderson's narrative :13 

The little islands of ,vood, scattered over the boundless plains, 
were swarming ,vith wild turkeys, so that we had plenty of poultr)r. 
At the end of six days ,ve reached Ollr destination safe and sound, 
taking Mr. Julien 's two engages by surprise. I\Iy party soon fitted 
up a temporary shop. ot long after, the Indians came in, made a 
splendid season's trade, managed for the transportation of m)1 

packs of fur by leaving a man to help 11r. Julien's two e11gages 
down with their boat. Thus I completed my winter, and l\1r. Jt1lien 
found his trickery more costly than he anticipated. 

Beginning with the year 1 03 the United States go,,ern­
ment seriously turned its attention to the West by :fitting· 
out an expedition under Lewis and Clark to explore the 11e,v 
trans-Mississippi purchase. tarting from St. Louis in 
that memorable yea1" in two pirogues and a keel-boat fifty­
five feet long~, equipped with large square sail and t,v-enty­
two oars, the party of f orty-:five men slowly journeyed 

18 Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. IX, pp. 151, 152. The late Dr. 
Draper and Rev. William Salter believed the Frenchman mentioned here was 
Julien Dubuque. It is doubtful whether Dubuque attempted to cover the lvhole 
Iowa country when be bad all the work be could do in operating the lead n1ines 
near the Mississippi. There is enough evidence to prove the existence of a 
trader by the name of Julien. In an attack on Fort Madison in Septeinber, 
1812, the Winnebago Indians plundered and burnt the houses of a '' ~fr. 
Julian'', the same man who later sold in Illinois '' all bis improvements, con· 
sisting of an old dilapidated trading house'' and land which be falsely repre· 
sented was a Spanish land grant, made to him before 1805.- .A.nnals of Iowa, 
Vol. V, p. 885; and Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol. III, p. 105. 
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northwe tward up the muddy Missouri. t one place they 
met five pirogue loaded with fur and peltri s from the 
Sioux country, stopped the little trading fleet, and engaged 
an old Frenchman Dorion to act as Indian interpret r.14 

\\7hat is now we te1·n Iowa came under th obse1--vation of 
the exploring pa1--t)"" from July 1 to August 21, 1 04, and of 
the t,,:,ent}r-one camping plac s lect ed during that time, 
eleven ,ver e upon the Iowa hore. On the 22nd of July they 
pitched camp at a point omewh r nea1-- the pr sent boun­
da1'y bet,veen Mill and Potta,vattamie counti . H ere th .. 
1,:laders intended to send for the neighboring tribes to tell 
them of the recent change of gov 1--nment and the ,vish of 
the United tates to cultivate their friendship. H e1-- upo11 
Iowa soil L ewi and Clark r emained f or five days : pro­
,rision were dried, new oar made, and despatches a11d 
maps prepared for the President. The men also hunt cl 
and fished, cros ed the river to search for the Oto es and the 
Pa,vnees, and r eturned without succes .15 

On July 2 , 1 04, the party disembarked ju t north of 
the mouth of Indian Creek (no,v called Pigeon r eek ) som 
eight or t en miles north of the pres nt city of ouncil 
Bluffs, at ''the spot wher e the Ayauway Indians f ormerly 
lived'' before emigrating to the Des Moines River. 16 A fe"r 
days lat er Lewis and Clark held a council ,vith the Otoes on 
the west side of the Missouri and called the place Council­
bluff ,17 a name ,vhich fifty years lat e1' became the property 
of the first town in ,vestern Io,va, Council Bluffs. 

1
• Wheeler 's The Trail of Leivis and Clark, Vol. I, p. 148. 

ir; Coues' T Jie History of the L ewis and Clark Expeditlon, Vol. I, pp. 52, 53 
16 Coues' L ewis and Clark Expedition, Vol. I, p. 61. The site of this Ioway 

village is also mentioned in Thwaites' Early Western, Travels, Vol. XIV, p. 221, 
footnote. 

17 This place later became the site of Fort Calhoun, Washington County, 
Nebraska. Many ,vriters on western Iowa cannot get a\vay from the idea that 
Lewis and Clark met the Indians in council in P oita,vattamie County, Iowa. 
Such an error has been p erpetuated by D. C. Bloomer in A nnals of I owa, Vol. 
IX, p. 525, and by the authors of the History of P ottawattamie County, Iowa, 
Vol. I, p 5. See Coues ' L eivis and Clark Expedition, Vol. I , pp. 66, 67. 
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Lewis and Clark reported that the tribes west of the Mis­
souri River traded with the merchants of St. Louis, and 
were on friendl3.,. terms with the Indians east of the river: 
the '' Ayouwais'' and the '' Saukees and Foxes'', all of 
,vhom laid claim to the western Iowa country. The fo1·mer 
were said to be '' a turbulent savage race, frequently abuse 
their traders, and commit depredations on those ascending· 
and descending the Missouri; their trade can't be expected . 
to increase much.'' They were reported to have one village 
of probably 00 souls including 200 warriors, '' forty leagues 
up the river Demoin, on the outheast side''; they traded 
with '' Mr. Crawford, and other merchants from Michili-

·mackinac'' at their village and hunting camps, and supplied 
dee1-- skins principally, also skins of black bear, beaver, 
otter, g~rey fox, raccoon, muskrat, and mink. It was as­
serted that ''with encouragement they might be induced to 
furnish elk and deer's tallow and bear 's oil. '' 18 

Lewis and Clark also ordered their men to pitch camp 
just below Soldier's River (Harrison County), and a fe,v 
miles above the Little ioux River (Monona County). Here 
the interpreter told all he knew about the river's sources, 
also of the Des 11oines River. On the th, 9th, 10th and 
11th of Aug·ust the party again tarried in what later became 
Monona County. Then, at noon on August 20th the part)" 
put to shore just belo,v the site of Sioux City: '' Here ,ve 
had the misfortune to lose one of our sergeants, Charles 
Floyd. Died of bilious colic. Buried on top of bluff ,vith 
the honors due to a brave soldier; the place of his interment 
was marked by a cedar post, on which his name and the day 
of his death we1--e inscribed. We called this place Floyd, 
also a small river about 30 yards wide. Here ,ve 
camped.'' 19 

1 s American, State Papers, Indian A.ff airs, Vol. I, pp. 707-710. 
19 Coues ' Lewis artd Clark Expedi tion, Vol. I, pp. 68, 70, 71, 73, 74, 79, 80 . 
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Dorion, the ioux interpreter, was well acquainted with 
the Big Sioux River, which emptied into the Missouri River 
at this point, declaring it navigable upwards of 200 miles to 
the falls and beyond. He also told of the pipestone quarries 
of the 11:innesota country. 

Leaving the remains of Charle Floyd, '' the :first white 
man buried on the Louisiana Purcha e beyond the confines 
of established settlement '', Lewis and Cla1~k delved into an 
t1nknown wilderness west,vard. Returning t,vo y ars later 
they visited Floyd's Bluff, ascended the hill, and found the 
[5! ave had been disturbed and left half-cover d : after :filling· 
it up, they once mo1--e paddled their canoes southward. Just 
above the mouth of the Little ioux River they met Auguste 
Chouteau 's trading-boat from t. Louis bound for the 
Yankton ioux on the River J ames.20 

For many years after the visit of Le,vis and Clark west­
ern Iowa lay almost untrodden by white men but not unseen 
by them, for when reports brought the fur-traders of t. 
Louis assurance '' of the rich resources of the upper Mis­
souri River, they made preparations to reap the golden 
harvest. ''21 Manuel Lisa set out with a keel-boat laden 
with goods in the spring of 1 07 and afterward this daring 
pioneer made annual trips up the river carr;ring goods for 
the Indians and supplies for the trappers.22 

The first American firm to enter the fu1---bearing field 011 

the Upper Missouri was the Missouri Fur Company, 01~gan-
1zed in 1809 with Manuel Lisa as its inspiring genius. In 
the spring of that year the corporation sent out a party of 
one hundred and fifty men. They established trading sta­
tions far beyond the Iowa country, but owing to the hos­
tility of the Indian tribes in that distant region, the voy-

20 Iowa Historical Record, 1900-1902, pp. 362, 363, 398; and Thwaites' 
Original Journals of the L ewis and Clark Expedition, Vol. V, pp. 376, 378. 

21 Coman's Economic Begi1inirigs of the Far West, Vol. I, p. 303. 
22 American State Papers, I,idian Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 201-203. 
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ageurs were forced southward, and after the year 1811 Fort 
Lisa near the old ''Council-bluff'' of Lewis and Clark be­
came for a decade the most important trading-post on the 
Missouri.2 3 

In the spring of 1 11 unpeopled western Iowa witnessed 
tl1e spectacle of t,vo rivTal trading parties ro,ving their boats 
,vith all haste to the Indians beyond. Wilson P . Hunt, 
leader of the o,Terland expedition sent out by John Jacob 

• 

stor, accompanied by the English scientist, John Brad-
bury, ,,Tas the first to depart from t . Louis with his Cana­
dian boatmen.24 Three weeks later Manuel Lisa, accom­
panied by H enr}T 11. Brackenridge, began his chase to over­
take the Astor party, in a keel-boat manned by twenty-two 
oarsmen. B1'ackenridge and the party passed Floyd's 
Bluff, ''marked with a wooden cross, ,vhich may be seen bj 
11avigators at a considerable distance. '' The journalist 
wrote as if he vrisited the place, for he added : 

The grave occupies a beautiful rising ground, no,v covered with 
grass and wild flo,vers. The pretty little river , which bears his 
name, is neatly fringed with willo,v and shrubbery. Involuntary 
tribute \Vas paid to the spot, by the feelings even of the most 
thoughtless, as we passed by. It is several years since he was buried 
l1ere; no one has disturbed the cross which marks the grave; even 
the Indians \\~ho pass, venerate the place, and often leave a present 
or offering near- it. Brave, adventurous youtl1 ! thou art not for­
gotten - for although thy bones are deposited far from thy native 
home, in the desert-,vaste; yet the eternal silence of the plain shall 
mourn thee, and memory ,vill dwell upon thy grave ! 25 

After the War of 1 12 began and British influence became 
supreme in the councils of Indian tribes on the Upper :Mis­
souri, St. Louis t1'ade1's we1'e forced to concentrate upon the 

23 American State Papers, I ndian A.ff airs, Vol. II, p. 202; and Coman 's Eco­
nomic B eginnings of the Far W est, V ol. I, p . 307. 

24 See Bradbury 's Travels in Thwaites' Early Western Travels, Vol. V, PP· 
35, 37, 39. 

25 Thwaites' Early W estern Travels, Vol. VI, pp. 10, 27, 85 . 
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\'est bank of the Missouri River opposite the Iowa country. 
\stor 's enterprise failed in the Far West, and so often were 
raclers ambushed and waylaid that Congress provided for 
he sending of a regiment under Colonel Henry Atkinson to 
i.stablish military posts on the Upper Missouri. These 
,roops arrived at the old'' Council-bluff'' late in eptember, 

19, and called their wintering-place ''Camp Mi souri''.26 

Colonel Atkin on was followed by Major t phen H. 
~ong and a number of scientists, in the first steamboat 
Nliich ever ascended the Missouri, having journeyed all the 
,vay from Pittsburgh on the Ohio River. Th ''"\Vester'n 
ffingineer·'' consumed three months in the voyage from t. 
Louis, passing the remains of an old Ioway village near the 
cnouth of the Mosquito River', a few miles belo,v the present 
Jity of Council Bluffs, and a1--rived at Fort Lisa ,velcomed 
by a salute from the establi hment. Half a mile above this 
post and :fi\,.e miles belo,v ''Council-bluff'' the party set up 
,vinter quarters and called the plac Enginee1-- Cantonment. 
In October they held a council with about one hundred 
Otoes, seventy Missouris, and fifty or sixty Ioways. Dr. 
Ed¥rrin James expressed high regard for the principal chief 
of the Io,T{ays, but considered the nation a faithless peopl 
\Vho cheated the Missouri Fur· Company by conveying their 
beaver skins down the river to Fort Osage, a governme11t 
post. The Ioways were then about to leave their Missouri 
River friends to return to their village on the Des Moines 
River.27 

26 Coman 's Economic Beginnings, Vol. I, p. 342; and Thwaites' Early West­
ern 1'ravels, Vol. XIV, pp. 9, 10 After 1821 Camp Missouri was called Fort 
Atkinson, ,Yhich was discontinued in 1827, being superseded by the construction 
of Fort Leavenworth in that year. 

27 See Dr. Edwin James' account of the expedition in Thwaites' Early W est­
ern Travels, Vol. XIV, pp. 221, 229, 236, 265, 269, 270. 

It seems that the Ioways were not immune to British influence during the 
War of 1812, for in September, 1815, the United States made a treaty with 
them reestablishing peace and friendship.- Kappler 's Indian A.ff a irs, Vol. II, 
p. 85. 
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On Sunday, the 2nd of J uly, 1 20, five army officers, m 

eluding Captain tephen W. Kearny, :fifteen soldiers, fou 
servants, an Indian guide with his wife and papoose, an1 
eight mule and seven horses were ferried from '' Council 
bluff'' across the l\1issouri and the mouth of the Boyer, an< 
landed upon Io,va soil. They were despatched as a goveru 
ment expedition to discover a practicable route for th 
passage of United tates troops between Camp Missou1 
and Camp Cold Water (later called Fort St. Anthony an· 
Fort Snelling) on the t . Peter's or Minnesota Rive1 
After traveling northward about thirty miles they celE 
brated the Fourth of July '' to the extent of our means; a 
extra gill of whiskey ,vas issued to each man, & we made ou 
dinner on pork & biscuit & drank to the memory of our fore 
fathers in a mint julup. '' Following the course of th 
Boyer and the Little ioux rivers, then east and northeas 
to Lake Pepin, and then northwest the party arrived at th 
northern post where, Captain Kearny declared, the officer 
'' were a little astonished at the sight of us, we having bee , 

the First Whites that ever crossed at such a distance fro1 
the Missouri to the Mississippi river.'' For various re~ 
sons Captain Kearny reported that the circuitous route ,va 
impracticable and almost impassable throughout the entir 
year for more than very small military forces, and henc 
troops seem never again to have traversed this particula 
region.2 8 

In September, 1825, a general treaty of peace was entere 
into by the United States and all except one of the India 
tribes of the Iowa country. By reason of the absence of tb 
Yankton Sioux from the negotiations the governmer 
agreed that the treaty should not go into effect unless the 

2 8 K earny 's Journal in M issouri H istorical Society Collections, Vol. III, m~ 
opposite p. 16. The journal is reprinted in A nnals of I o1va (Third Series 
Vol. X, pp. 343-371, and see pp. 344, 356, 357. 
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,sented to the establishment of the boundary line bet,veen 
Le upper fork of the Des Moines River and the mouth of 
,e Rock River in what is to-day northwestern Iowa. Ac­
>rding to the treaty, the Sioux Indians were to remain 
Jrth of the line to prevent clashes with the acs and Foxes, 
1e Ioways, and the Otoes whose just claims to the western 
)Wa country were duly recognized. The Y anktons acceded 
> the terms, and in February, 1 26, the treaty was pro­
aimed as law among the native inhabitants of the Io,va 
~nd.29 

On the 15th of July, 1 30, there occurred at Prairie du 
hien, 1'1ichigan Territory, an event of vital importance in 
1e history of western Iowa. The government effected a 
reaty ,,Thereby several bands of ioux, the acs and Foxes, 
he Ioways, the Omahas, the Otoes, and the Missouris ceded 
11 their right and title to country ituated south of the 
tock River (now in Sioux County), east of the Big Sioux 
nd the Missouri rivers, including also the northwestern 
orner of the present State of Missouri, and bounded on the 

· ast by the ""'atershed between the Des Moines and the 
1lissouri rivers. 

None of these Indian tribes seems to have had a perma­
tent place of residence in western Iowa at this time, and so 
hey were really parting with whatever hunting rights they 
oay have claimed in the region. By one article of the treaty 
he President of the United States was empo,vered to as­
ign and allot the land to tribes living thereon, or to such 
>ther tribes as he might locate thereon for hunting and 

29 Kappler's I ndian .Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 177,178. 
The Yankton Sioux seem to have dwelt along the Missouri in the valleys of 

he James, the Vermilion, and the Big Sioux rivers, and hunted as far east as 
he head"·aters of the Des Moines River. At different times posts were main­
ained for their convenience at the mouths of the rivers named above. The 
i anktons "'ere said to be the least troublesome of all the Sioux tribes and gave 

· raders little annoyance.- Chittenden 's American Fur Trade of t7ie Far W est, 
\Tol. III, p. 864. 
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other purposes. Those primarily concerned in this pro 
vision ,ve1'e the Iowajrs ,vho then had a village on the Plattt­
River near the present I o,va-Missouri boundary line, anc 
the Missouri River acs and Foxes ( as distinguished fron 
the 1\1ississippi River acs and Foxes of eastern Io,va 
who also d,,Telt in northwestern Missouri. The Sioux l1ac 
pe1'manent village in the region now contained in th1 

tates of 1innesota and outh Dakota; the Omaha anc 
the Otoes lived upon the west bank of the 1\1issouri; a11cl i • 

r emnant of the once po,verful tribe of 1\fi souris had f otlll( 
1·efuge among the Otoes.30 11 the e tribes, however, con 

tinued for many years to hunt upon the lands which the, 
had sold and to their pursuit of the chase in the wester 
Iowa country may be ascribed the bleached remains of th 
larger game animals of the prairie which settlers chance1 
to come upo11 t,venty, thirty, and forty years later. 

In 1 22 the Astors of e,v York decided definitely to e1 

gage in competition ,vith wester'n merchants. The}r e tal 
lished a branch of the American Fu1' Company at t. Lolli 
and by trust methods soon obtained the lion's share of th 
Indian trade of the Missouri Valley. Year after yea1· the 
shipped merchandise up the river in keel-boats, bl1t 
difficult, expen ive, and dilatory was this means of tra11" 
portation that the steamboat ''Yellowstone '' was built an 
sent upon her maiden voyage to the Upper Missouri in th 
spring of 1 31. Thereafter the Company sent one or t,v 
cargoes each ea1' as long as it continued in business.31 

3° K appler 's I ndian A ffairs, Vol. II, p. 218. See also t he names of ti 
separate tribes in H andbook of Anierican Indians published by the Bureau 1 

American Ethnology. F or other details see Senate Documents, 1st Session. 2: 
Congress, Vol. VIII, No. 512, pp. 78, 94. 

The extreme nor thwestern corner of the present State of I owa, lying nor 
of the Rock River in Sioux and Lyon counties, was not ceded by t he Sioi 
Indians until July 23, 1851. 

31 Coman 's Econontic B eginnings, Vol. I , pp. 348, 350; and Chittenden 
Early Steamboat Navigation on t he Missouri River, pp. 23, 133, 136, 137, 138. 
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i One of the passengers on the ''Yellowstone'' in 1 32 was 
P eorge Catlin, the famou Indian painter. Among the let-
e, •rs about his travels in the West can be found a reference 
d 
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• his visit to Floyd's G1·a ve on '' one of the most lovely 
1d imposing mounds or bluffs on the Mis ouri River''. To 
1ote further :32 

I landed my canoe in front of this grass-covered mound, and all 
,nds being fatigued, ,ve encamped a couple of days at its base. 
several times ascended it and sat upon his grave, overgro,vn with 
·ass and the most delicate "Tild fio\vers, '\\"here I sat and contem­
ated the solitude and stillness of this tenanted mound ; and be-
~lu from its top, the windings infinite of the Thlissouri, and its 
Lousand hills and domes of green, vanishing into blue in distance. 

On the third trip of the '' Y ello,vstone'' in 1 33, Maxi­
tilian, P1'ince of Wied, accompanied the fur-t1'aders in the 
1terests of science. He, too, in his book of travels made 
1ention of Floyd's grave : '' A ho1--t stick marks the place 
rhere he is laid, and has often been 1·enewed by travellers 
'hen the fi.1--es in the prairie have destroyed it.' ' 33 

For sca1'cely four months emigrants had been crossing the 
[i8sissippi Ri,rer in crude ferry-boats or disemba1·king 
rom steamboats in order to reach the eastern Iowa coun­
ry, the11 called the ''Black Ha,vk Purchase'', when the 
Jn1ted States disposed of the western Iowa country. On 
he 23rd of September, 1833, there was concluded at Chicago 
treaty ,vhereby the united nation of Chippewas, Ottawas, 

nd Pottawattamies ceded all their lands in northern Illi­
ois and southern Wisconsin (west of Lake l\iichig·an) in 
xchang~ for not less than 5,000,000 acres of land situated 
~et"reen the Boyer River on the north and the Nodaway 
{iver on the south, thus becoming entitled to occupy the 
outhe1·n part of the Indian cession of 1830. They agreed 
0 depart for their new lands as soon as convenient, at g,ov-

32 Catlin's North American Indta'ns (Hazard 's Edition), Vol. II, pp. 407, 40 . 
33 Thwaites' Early Western Travels, Vol. XXII, p. 278. 
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ernment expense, after a deputation of fifty persons under 
the general direction of an officer of the United States had , 
visited the reservation. They stipulated, however, that the)r 
might remain upon their lands north of the State of Illinois 
for three years without molestation or interference.34 

The United States Senate refused to ratify and con:finu 
the treaty unless the united nation agreed to terms which 
would entirely exclude them from what is now the north-. 
,vestern corner of Missouri and make the Little Sioux River 
to its sol1rce their northern boundary. To these demands 
the Indians meekly acceded in October, 1834. In the spring 
of 1 35, an exploring party under Captain Gordon examined 
the country, then the western part of the Territory of Mich­
igan and returned to Chicago a few days before an emi­
grating party of Pottawattamies started westward. They 
were disappointed to hear that the new land was mostly 
prairie, that there was scarcely timber enough for wigwams, 
there were no sugar-trees, that some of the land was too 
poor for snakes to live upon, and that warlike tribes li,Ted 
to the north. These reasons created a great deal of un­
willing·ness among the emigrants, for the government 
agents had represented to them that the new reservatio11 
was even superior to the lands which they had ceded. Find­
ing themselves deceived they set about to get permission to 
live upon the timber-land of the northern half of the Little 
Platte country (now northwestern Missouri), until they 
should become accustomed to life on the prairies. 

34 Kappler's Indian A.ff airs, Vol. II, pp. 296, 297, 298. Besides money to be 
paid for the lands, sums were stipulated for the erection of mills, farm houses, 
Indian hot1ses and blacksmith shops, agricultural improvements, agricultural 
implements and stock, and '' for the support of such physicians, millers, 
farmers, blacksmiths and other mechanics, as the President of the United 
States shall think proper to appoint.'' Money was also to be expended for 
education and the encouragement of the domestic arts. 

See also A.nnual R eport of t}ie Bureau of A.merican Ethnology, Vol. XVIII, 
Part II, charts of Iowa, Tilinois, and Wisconsin. 

In the 
ktlians 
K vembe 
llillled n~ 

tut they 
• 

~overnmf 
Andrew t 

~1iat i 
the scene 
kuian ir 
I wa ju--

• untin°-
pelded s( 
lli reQ'i( 

"" 
ration1 a 

~ the .. 

I ~t ~kin 
int abo 

H re a Ba 

field o 
Pa hom 

R1rer. Ii 

Kappler 
Di 24th 

' . 
'on I 

Rev. Mo 
lrJlb I I 

• 
• bra&ka 

ttly af 
tnon~ 
I all 0 

• Y for 

~ Mr, !I 
r WbJ 

• hd a pr 
• 
IS at B 

tar~ lis, l 
e e?act 



[Il 

.. ht 

t th 
lin 

1nfir 

wli 

lOrl 

Ri 
08 

prr 
' 

Dill 

Mi 
e 
T 

il • 

li 
f 
l1ll 

·at 
Fi 
' lO 

Li 
t 

EARLY HISTORY OF WESTERN IOWA 341 

In the autumn of 1835 a considerable body of emigrating 
Indians started for their new home. By the month of 
November, 1837, a little over two thousand members of the 
united nation had removed west of the Mississippi River, 
but they had learned to entertain small respect for the 
government's treaty agents as their addresses to President 
Andre,v Jackson and the following· incidents show.35 

What is now eastern Nebraska had for many years been 
tl1e scene of frequent visit by white men with whom the 
Indian inhabitants had counseled and traded. Western 
Towa just across the river had been scarcely more than a 
hunting-ground: whateve1-- returns the chase may have 
yielded seem to have been bartered away elsewhere, for all 
this r egion, it seems, could boast no permanent trading­
station, although Baptiste Roy, Soublette and Campbell, 
and the American Fur Company had been licensed to do 
business with the natives who hunted here. It is probable 
that skins and furs we1--e brought to them at Bellevue, a 
point about ten miles south of the p1--esent city of Omaha. 
Here a Baptist missionary, Rev. 11oses Merrill, had selected 
his field of labor among the Otoes in 1 33 and later had set 
up a home and a school near the mouth of the Big Platte 
River. In his diary for the 2 th of July, l 37, he ,vrote: 36 

85 Kappler's I ndian Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 306, 307; Senate Documents, 1st 
Session, 24th Congress, Vol. I , o. 1, pp. 274, 287; Vol. V, 1To. 348, pp. 2-7; 
2nd Session, 25th Congress, Vol. I, o. 65, p. 18. 

36 Rev. Moses Merrill, known by the Otoes as '' The-one-who-always-speaks­
the-truth' '. He died among the Otoes in 1840.- Transactions and R eports of 
the Nebraska State Historical Society, Vol. IV, pp. 158, 184. 

Shortly after Mr. Merrill came to the Otoes, Messrs. Dunbar and Allis ar­
rived among the Pawnee Loups, also a missionary to the Omahas named Samuel 
Curtiss, all of whom gained the lasting ill-will of the traders who exchanged 
whiskey for furs and peltries. Lieutenant Albert M. Lea visited Bellevue in 
1834. Mr. Merrill made several other interesting entries in his diary for 1835 : 
''Doetor Whitman, a Presbyterian missionary, returned fron1 the mountains. 
Re had a prosperous journey''; and '' General Hughes with sixty Ioway In­
dians is at Bellevue for the purpose of making peace with the Omahaws. ' '­
Pages 175, 186. 

The exact date of the removal of these Indians to western Iowa seems t o 
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A steamboat arrived at Bellevue with 100 Puta,vatamie Indian1 
accompanied by Gen. Atkinson, Col. Karney, Indians, and Dr. ] 
James, sub-agent. These Indians, with many others of the sam 
tribe, are to locate on the other side of the Missouri. 

It seems that in J\1:arch, 1 37, Congress had appropriate1 
$132,000 for the removal and subsistence of the Pottawat 
tamies and for locating a reser,Tation for them. They ha, 
been mere tenants by suffe1 .. ance and had squatted upon th 
Little Platte country contrary to treaty provisions. Con· 
stant encroachments by white settlers from the East ha< 
made it necessary for the government to effect some re 
adjustment. The result was that the tate of Missouri ,va, 
authorized to extend her northern boundary westward t, 
the Missouri River. This measure met with opposition 
Governor Henry Dodge of Wisconsin Territory (which in 
eluded the Iowa cou11try) wrote to George W. Jones, Terri 
to1--ial Delegate in Congress, that he had recently received r 
letter f1·om the Indian agent at the Council Bluffs (Belle 
vue), telling· of Pottawattamie complaints about the tatf 
Commi sione1--s of Missouri. Governor Dodge decla1 .. ed thai 
the United tates had placed the Indians in possession oi 
the land and that any inte1·ference on the part of the Statt 
authorities was calculated to produce difficulties betweez 
the frontier inhabitants and the Pottawattamies. Never­
theless, the latter were bodily removed northward, somE 
being conveyed by steame1.. and the larger portion being 

have been difficult to ascertain. Rev. William Salter has ventured to give none , 
Mr. Abernethy in Annals of Iowa ( Third Series), Vol. VII, p. 443, gives 183&; 
as the year; Mr. Pickard in Vol. II, p. 184, places the removal '' between 1832 
and 1835''; a writer in Publication No. 11 of the Illinois State Historica1 
L ibrary, 1906, p. 70, declares: '' About 1836 and 1837, under the supervision of 
the Government, the Indians were removed westward, and Mr. LeVasseur wa~ 
the Government agent in charge''; and in Transactions and :Reports of tht 

Nebraska State Historical Society, Vol. II, p. 150, it is stated that General 
Atchison r emoved the Pottawattamies previous to August, 1837. 

For a list of licensed Indian traders see House Executive Documents, 1st 
Session, 23rd Congress, Vol. I, No. 45. 
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.ndi )scorted across the country by a special force of cavalry.37 

Dr. Dr. Edwin James, who had been the surgeon and his-
ie 01·ian of Major Long' expedition in 1 19-1820, became 

sub-agent of the Pottawattamie Indians by appointment on 
)riat April 2 , 1837, at a salary of $750. The temporary build­
tai ings of the sub-agency were set up one mile east of the 
ey tnouth of the Big Platte River, ''in a small walnut grove 
ion Sl11·1·ounded by a small bottom prairie, dry and fertile.'' 
C Here a blacksmith shop for the making and repair of agri­

"t cultural implements in the spring and of guns, traps, axes, 
me k1rives, fire-steels, and so on the rest of the season, and a 

• 1n d,1.relling-house were const1 .. ucted, perhaps in the year 1 37. 
ard Dr. James with his wife and son called upon the Merrills 
.. ih at Bellevue, their nearest white neighbors in this vast In-
icb dian territory. When the Otoes of the ebraska country 
Te murmured loudly because their principal upport in Iowa 

game ,vas cut off, and seriously debated crossing the 1·iver 
to make their abode among the Pottawattamies, Dr. James 
and Rev. Merrill dissuaded them from taking such a step 

1d because some of the newcomers were intemperate and 

be 

quai·relsome.38 

37 Lfnnals of I owa ( Third Series), Vol. III, pp. 395, 396; and I owa His­
torical Record, 1885-1887, p. 268. See also House Executive Documents, 2nd 
Session, 25th Congress, Vol. II, To. 57, p. 22. 

This removal did not occur in the spring of 1838 as stated by D. 1
• Bloomer 

in Lfnnals of Iowa, Vol. IX, p. 526, and Vol. II (Third Senes), p. 549; and in 
History of Pottawattamie County, Vol. I, p. 6. The writers of these accot1nts 
disagree on many points and cannot be corroborated by the consultation of 
other sources. 

The State Commissioners of Missouri :fixed the boundary line abot1t ten miles 
north of a line surveyed and marked by John C. Sullivan in 1 16. The Indians 
must have felt that they were being cheated out of a big strip of country, for 
the old Sullivan line had been recognized for years as the correct one, and on 
that basis the Indians had bargained. The dispute started in 1837 was ended 
by a decree in favor of Iowa in 1849.- 7 Howard's Reports, 660, 674--677. 

38 Transactions and R eports of the Nebraslta State Historical Society, Vol. 
IV, pp. 185, 186, 187, 188; Senate Documents, 1st Session, 26th Congress, Vol. 
I, No. 1, p. 503; 2nd Session, 26th Congress, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 321, 322. 
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Dr. James continued to reside at '' the Council Bluffr 
sub-agency'' until his resignation in 1 38, and after that tlH , 
Council Bluffs ag·ent at Bellevue took charge for a while 
David Hardin and his family arri\Ted early in the spring oi 
1 3 on board the steamer ''Antelope'' from Fort Leaven 
,vorth. H l1ad been appointed farmer to the Potta",.at 
tamies in eptember, 1 36, at a salary of $600. It is sai( 
that he located near a big spring on what is now Easf. 
Broadway, Council Bluffs. The Potta,vattamies planted 
,Tery little corn or anything else, '' except here and there 
one, who happened to have a hoe or a plough.'' One band 
consisting of about one-third of the united nation, headed 
by Chief Big· Foot, did not enter the Iowa country until the 
fall of 1 3 and then retired eastward to set up a village on 
the ishnabotna Ri\Ter almost fifty miles a,vay. All tl1e 
othe1· villages were from two to fifteen miles distant fro111 
the agency buildings.2 9 

Trader's Point, situated in the northwestern corner of 
the preser1t l\fills County and opposite the Council Blt1ff 
ag·ency at Bellevue, a ,vell-known crossing-place on the ~iis­
souri, became the site of a f e,v establishments licensed 
specially for trade with the Indians. Here, for instance, 
Pierre A. Sarpy, the American Fur Company's agent, kept 
a station. It came to be a '' noted place of rendez,.rou , 
alike for Indians and traders.' ' 40 

39 For iten1s of information concerning Edwin Jan1es see House Executii·e 
Documents, 2nd Session, 25th Congress, Vol. VI, No. 135, p. 4; 3d Session, 
Vol. III, .r o. 103, p. 5; and Vol. IV, To. 174, pp. 53, 59, 61. Dr. James later 
became a resident of Burlington, Iowa. See his biography in Annals of lou'a 
(Third Series), Vol. VIII, pp. 161, 217. 

As to David Hardin see House Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 25th Con· 
gress, Vol. VI, o. 135, p. 17; and 3d Session, Vol. III, o. 103, p. 18. 

D. C. Bloomer is authority for the statement that Mr. Hardin settled in 
the present city of Council Bluffs.- .Annals of Iowa, Vol. IX, p. 526. 

As to Chief Big Foot see Senate Documents, 3d Session, 25th Congress, ,~ol. 
I, o. 1, p. 504, and 2nd Session, 26th Congress, Vol. I , 1 o. 1, p. 321. 

40 D. C. Bloomer in Annals of Ioica, Vol. IX, p. 526, is supported only 
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Bl The city of Council Bluffs, so named in 1 53, may lay 
hat ~laim to a tradition that a early as 1 24 a French trad r 
whi_ ,alled Hart built his cabin on the bluffs above what later 

rin11 ·ame to be kno,vn as 1'Iynster Spring, within the present 
,ea, ~ity limits. How long Hart traded there cannot be ascer­
·ta\f ained, but he mu t have maintained his post for som 
i-- Tears, for the locality ,vas al,vays known among employ s 
~ E >f the American Fur Company as '' les cotes a Hart'' 01· 

11lan 'Hart's Bluff''. Francois Guittar, a Frenchman in the 
, th ~mploy of the A tors and years afterward a reside11t of 
1 ba _'1r,uncil Bluffs, recalled ha,ring encamped in the timber· 
aea here ,vith his '' companions de voyage'' in the year 1 27. 41 

1til Scarcely had the united tribes numbering a little over 
ag ~000 individuals set up their tepees in the bluff region of 
~II ;outh,vestern Iowa when their peace of mind ,vas disturbed 
t f JY fierce tribesmen from the north. Occasional hunting 

:>ar·ties of ioux from the Minne ota country pursued the 
ner !hase south,vard and committed offences ,vhich threw the 
Bl 1e,vcomers into considerable conster11ation, for they had 
e, 1ot barg·ained on the hostility of others. To quiet their· 
~t i larm arid app1·ehension Colonel Stephen Watts Kearn)' 
•ta 1astened from Fort L eavenworth in command of a body of 
t, Jragoons, ar1 .. iving· on board the steamer '' A11telope' '. 

Z'i JY Fulton's The R ed Men of Iowa, p. 170. Mr. Bloomer in Annals of I owa 
(Third Series), Vol. II, pp. 480, 4 , asserts that the Indian agency was 
~stabl1shetl in 1838 at a place known as Trader's Point and later Kanesvtlle. 

r rhis is certainly incorrect and confusing because the latter place-name was 
3upplanted by the name '' Council Bluffs'', a town which lay six or seven miles 

e· north of ~hat was known as Trader's P oint. 
o The name ''Council-bluff'' was first applied to a bluff on the Nebraska 

3ide of the Missouri River, then to the Indian agency at Bellevue on the 
-ebraska side, then to the sub agency at Trader's Point, and was perpetuated 

\vhen the present city of Iowa was incorporated in 1853.- Proceedings and 
rollections of the Nebraska State Historical Society, Vol. XV, p. 8. 

• 

41 D. C. Bloomer in A nnals of Io wa, Vol. IX, p. 526, which information 
ts repeated in History of Mills County, Iowa, p. 172. The name '' les cotes a 
Hart'' can be found in a log-book quoted on page 146 of 1hittentlen 's Early 
Steamboat Navigation on the Missouri R iver, Vol. I. 
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They at once rected a block-house t,venty-four feet square 
and set up barracks and tents on ground near by. This ­
military stronghold, such as it was, came to be known a~ 
''Camp Kearney near Council Bluffs''.42 

This crude house of logs, however, was destined to pla) 
no great part in the military annals of the West, but rathe1 
to diffuse the arts of peace and the teachings of the Chris­
tian religion, for it very soon became the scene of the :firsi 
mj ssionary enterprise of the Jesuits of St. Louis and espe-
cially of a man 1'7 ho achieved distinction as '' the grea tesl 
and most practical missionary ,vho has ever labored among 
the Indian tribes of the United States.'' Starting tl1£ 
humble t. Joseph mission among the Potta,,rattamies a11 
later penetrating to Indian tribes on the Upper Missour 
and beyond to the Pacific, the t . Louis members of thf 
Society of Jesus led by Father Pierre Jean de Smet gaineo 
enduring fame for themselves and their Master.43 

Father de met 44 left St. Louis on the steamer ''Ho,Y 
ard'' on May 10, 1 38, accompanied by Fathers Verhaege1 
and Helias. Near Fort Leavenworth he bade good-bye t< 
his companions and continued the journey with Fathe 
Felix Verreydt and Brother Mazelli on board the ''Wil 
mington' '. They enco1.1ntered the usual difficulties of Mi 
souri River navigation, stopped several hours at the villag· 
of the Ioways in Kansas, talked with their chief Mahaska o 

42 House Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 28th Congress, No. 52, p. 94. 
43 '' The history of the Catholic missions in the Rocky Mountains is littJ 

more than a record of the work of Father P. J. De Smet, S. J., one of tl1 

most inter esting and noteworthy characters in the annals of the West.' '­
Chi ttenden 's American, Fur Trade of the Far West, Vol. II, p. 648. 

Four large volumes have been prepared by Messrs. Chittenden and Richardso 
on Father de S rnet 's L i fe and Travels among the North American I ndian 
See Vol. I, p. 8. 

44 This remarkable man was born at Termonde, Belgium, in the year 18G 
and received his education in a religious school at Malines. At the age c 
twenty, in company with five other young men, in response to a call to labl 
among the Indians be crossed the Atlantic in l821. He spent two years in ti 
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White Cloud, and farthe1~ on visited the Otoe village at 
:3ellevue, where they met Rev. Moses Merrill.45 On th 
1fternoon of the last day of May the missionaries arrived 
tmong the Pottawattamies : Father de Smet's letter in 
~ 1·ench to his superior deser,7 e to be quoted with r eference 
;o this event : 46 

We arrived among the Pota,, .. atomies on the afternoon of the 31st 
)f 1iay. Nearly 2,000 savages, in their finest rigs and carefully 
>ainted in all sorts of patterns, \Vere awaiting the boat at the land­
ng. I had not seen so imposing a sight nor sucl1 fine-looking In­
lians in America: the Iov\·a , the Sauks and the Otoes are beggars 
'ompared to these. Father Verreydt and Brother i\Iazelli \vent at 
,nee to the camp of the half-breed chief, nir. ald\\"ell, four rniles 
!rom the river. We were far from finding here the four or five 
1undred fervent Catholics ,,·e had been told of at the College of St. 
-1ouis. Of the 2,000 Pota,vatomies ,,·ho were at the landing, not a 
;ingle one seemed to have the slightest knolvledge of our arrival 
tmong them, and they all sho,ved themselves cold Ol' at least in­
]ifferent to,vard us. Out of some thirty families of French l1alf­
:)reeds two only came to shake hands ,,Tith us; only a few have been 
Japtized. All are very ignorant concerning the truths of religion; 

Jesuit novitiate in Maryland, then journeyed with twelv0e others to Florissant, 
Missouri, not far from St. Louis, and there established the second novitiate of 
he Society of Jesus in the United States. From their small log cabins sprang 
he now splendid St. Louis University, founded in 1829. 

De Smet was ordained a priest in 1 27, but several years more were to elapse 
,efore he could realize his ambition to labor among the American natives. The 
rears 1833-1837 he spent in Europe to recruit his health and secure supplies 
for the infant University. ot until 1838 did he begin the missionary labors 
~vhich extended over the remainder of his life - until 1873. See Chittenden 
1n·d Richardson's Father De Smet 's Life and Travels, Vol. I, pp. 6- 14. 

45 About the Baptist missionary Father de Smet wrote: '' The $600 that the 
overnment grants every year to this reverend gentleman; the aid which the 

Boston propaganda sends his Reverence; and a fine farm . . . . are so 
many items which prevail on him to remain among them; for in the five years 
lbat he has been here he has not yet baptized a single person. Indeed, that is 
all that this horde of apostles of Protestantism, with which all the Indian 
territory is flooded, are doing.''- Chittenden and Richardson's Father De 
Smet's Life and Travels, Vol. I, pp. 155, 162. 

46 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet's Life and Travels, Vol. I, 
p. 157. 
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they can't even make the sign of the cross nor say a pater or an ave 
This as I suppose is the cau e of their great reserve toward us 
They change ,vives as often as the gentlemen of St. Louis change 
their coats. 

''Billy'' aldwell, chief of the united nation, received th 
'' Black Robe ' v ry favorabl}.,. and showed his willingnes .. 
to assi t them. The half-breeds generally ,vere declared to 
be ''affable and inclined to have their children instructed,' ' 
,vhile the Indians themselves gave many tokens of affection,· 
paying their 1· spects to the missionaries every day. Th 
chief presented them ,vith three cabins and Colonel Kearny 
donated the fort, about which Father de met could report 
later: 

We have a fine little chapel, twenty-four feet square, surmounted 
\Vith a little belfrJr; four poor little cabins besides, made of rougb 
logs; they are fourteen feet each way, with roofs of rude rafters 
,vhich protect us from neither rain nor hail, and still less from the 
snow of ,vinter. 47 

On the day of orpus hristi I put up a cross on the roof, and 
,·rl1ile I climbed the ladder to put it in place, and my flag floated 
from a hole in my breeches, Father Felix beheld the devil clap hie; 
tail between his legs and take flight over the big hills. 48 

Father de met and his companions spent their days in­
structing the children, baptized them from time to time, and 
once a ,,Teek visited each of the different bands of the nation 
living from five to twenty-five miles apart. One village wa'= 
located as far east as the present to\vn of Le,vis in Cas~ 
County. Thus the ''Black Robes'' taught the children and 
preached to the elders through an interpreter. But they 
complained of the Indian scou1·ge as follows : 

47 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet 's L if e and Travels, Vol. I 
p 168, written July 20, 1838. 

48 Chittenden and Richardson's Fatlier De Smet 's L if e and Travel~, Vol. I 
p. 158, written June, 1838. 

F or a short account of the block-house chapel see Annals of Iou a (Third 
Series) , Vol. II, pp. 549- 552. 
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,n ar- Providence has placed us at some distance from any great num-
rd )er of these savages, for since the arrival of the steamboat, which 
hat >rought a large quantity of liquor, they are quarreling and fighting 
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'rom morning till night. When they are sober the most perfect 
:iarmony prevails throughout the nation: whole years often pass 
iVithout quarrels. They are not at all addicted to the pernicious 
lractice of slander; the most corrupt regard a slanderer with dis­
lain, while the more respectable avoid him as they ,vould a snake. 
~o one would dare make accu ations against those \\"ho enjoy a 
{ood reputation, and as for the good-for-nothings, they do not 
o,ver themselves so far as to speak of them. 49 

The Fathers were consoled in July, 1 3 , by the admis­
.,ion of one hundred and eight en children to th i1 .. little 
,chool and the bapti m of one hundr d and :fi,1'e. Th y 
received a call from the head chiefs of the Pa,vnee Loup 
)f the Big Platte River, who bitterly assailed the Prote ta11t 
missionary 50 among their people and invited de met to 
vi it them. Two chiefs of the Omahas with some forty 
,varrior also cro sed the river to t. Joseph Mis ion and 
treated the Fathers to a calumet or friendship dance.51 

Father de met wrote that the architecture of an India11 
village was quite as outlandish a their dancing. To quote: 
:'Imagine a great number of cabins and tents, made of th 
bark of tr·ee , buffalo skins, coarse cloth, rushes and sods, 
all of a mournful and funereal aspect, of all sizes and 
~hapes, some supported by one pole, othe1 .. s having six, and 
,vith the covering stretched in all the different styles imag­
inable, and all scattered here and there in the greatest con­
fusion, and you will have an Indian village. '' 52 

49 Chittenden and Richardson 's FatJier De Smet 's Ltf e and Travels, Vol. I, 
pp. 158, 159. 

50 Probably Rev. John Dunbar, and Samuel Allis, who later became a citizen 
of I owa.- See History of Mi lls County, I owa, p. 643. 

51 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet 's Life and Tra vels, Vol. I, 
pp. 164, 167. 

ri2 Chittenden and Richardson's Fatlier De Smet 's L ife and Travels, Vol. I, 
p. 168. 
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In August, 1 3 , the Protestant missionary at BellevuE 
reported visits from two daughters of ''Mr. Harding'' and 
also from ''Mr. mith, a atholic priest from the Puta­
,vatomies' '.53 Early in the spring of 1 39 occurred an event 
of considerable importance in this wild region : Jean icola~ 

icollet, a celebrated Frenchman employed by the United 
tates government to map out the Upper Mississippi Val 

le}r, accompanied by his assistant, Lieutenant John C. Fre­
mont, a German botanist, and Major John F . A. anforcl of· 
the merican Fur Company, arrived on the steamboat 
'' ntelope'' from t. Louis. Other passengers on board 
were ,.,.arious employees of the company, among whom were 
sixty or seventy creoles, anadians, and half-breeds, '' who, 
in the fur countr , are dubbed 'por .. k-eaters' until a more 
hazardous and us ful course of life entitles them to the l1igh 
qualification of , ... oyageur·s. '' 54 

uch ,,ras the group which Father de met joined 011 

pril 29, 1 39, ta1·ting out on his mission to establish a 
durable and advantag·eous peace between the Pottawatta­
mies and the ioux, for in the words of the ambassador 
himself: '' Our savag·es have lived, during· the last t,vo 
years, in a terrible dread of this numerous and warlike 
nation; lately, also, t,vo of our people have been mas­
sacred.'' The 'celebrated Mr. Nicollet'' presented Father 
de met "~th se,'.reral instruments - the1 .. momete1·, ba-
1·ometer, compass, etc., to take observations during the sum­
me1~, to supplement those he was making· in the up}Jer 
count1 .. y. To quote from Nicollet 's report: ''We sto1)l)ed 
before nig·ht at the foot of the bluff on ,vhich is Floyd's 
grave ; my men r eplaced the signal, blown down by the 
winds, ,vhicl1 marks the spot and hallows the memorJr of the 
brave sergeant''. On May 11th Father de Smet diselll-

53 Transactions and Reports of the Nebraska State H istorical Society, Vol. 
IV, pp. 188, 189. 

5 4 House Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 28th Congress, 1 o. 52, pp. 41, 42· 
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Jarked at the mouth of Vermilion Rive1' in th present tate 
>f outh Dakota. Ther' h was ho pitably feasted and 
!Iltertained b the Yankton ioux and ucc eded in obtain-
ng· promise to keep the peace. 
hem to vi it the Potta"rattamie 

fter urg·ently inviting· 
he r eturn d down the 

~1is ol1ri in a canoe pilot d by t"To skillful paddlers. 55 

In d termining the altitud of plac s in the upp I' Mis­
is ippi Valley icollet acknowledg d the servic s r nder d 
>y ''the Rev . P . J. medt and Felix W rr ydt, mission­
Lries among· the Pottawattamies at amp Kearney, near 
Jouncil Bluff , on th Mi ouri. '' It i a noteworthy fact 
hat of the two fixed barometer stations which icoll t 
~sta bli hed north of t. Loui one "Ta conduct d b)r the 
r est1it Fathers. In the wo1·d of the official governme11t 
·e1)ort, '' M1--. De medt . . . . soon made him elf ac­
LUainted ,vith the manner-- of taking· obs rvation ; ancl 
>roved it, in furnishing me ,vith a four months s ries, mad 
\11th a ca1'e that the most cr--upulous e '"amination could 
,n)y confirm, and embracing the period bet,v en the 17th of 
\'faJr and 17th of eptember, 1 39' '.56 

From May 10th until December, 1839, Father de Smet 
~ept a journal of the most noteworthy events in th n igh­
)Orhood, '' of a 1 .. ather g·loomy natur , disgu ting and di -
,Ol1rag·ing' '. His indictment of the traders and specially 
f the American Fur Company may be gathered from the 
ollo,ving entry under date of May 30 : 

Arrival of the steamer Wilmington with p1'ovisions. A \Var of 
xtermination appears p1--eparing around the poor Pota\\Tatomies. 
,,ifty large cannons have been landed, ready charged with the most 
urderous grape shot, each containing thirty gallons of whiskey, 
55 

Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet 's Ufe and Travels, Vol I, 
p. 179, 180, 186, 189, 190; and House Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 28th 
• ,ongress, No. 52, p. 34. 

56 
House Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 28th Congress, No. 52, pp. 94, 98, 

nd Father de Smet 's table of calculations on p. 99. 
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brandy, rum or alcohol. The boat was not yet out of sight ,vhe 
the skirmishes commenced. After the fourth, fifth and sixth di 
charges, the confusion became great and appalling. In all dire · 
tions, men, v.1omen and children were seen tottering and fallin~ 
the war-whoop, the merry Indians' songs, cries, savage roaring 
formed a chorus. Quarrel succeeded quarrel. Blows follo,ve 
blows. The club, the tomahawk, spears, butcher knives, brandishe 
together in the air. Strange ! Astonishing! only one man, in th 
dreadful affray, was drowned in the J\fissouri, another severe) 
stabbed, and several noses lost. . . . A squaw offered her litt 
boy four years old, to the crew of the boat for a few bottles c 

whiskey. I know from good authority, that upwards of eigh1 
barrels of whiskey are on the line ready to be brought in at ti 
payment [annuity paid to the Indians by the go,rernment]. 

May 31. Drinking all day. Drunkards by the dozen. India1 
are selling horses, blankets, guns, their all, to have a lick at tl 
cannon. Four dollars a bottle! Plenty at that price ! ! Detestab 
traffic.57 

In the month of April, 1 39, the arrival of a new sul 
agent in the person of Stephen Cooper checked the liquc 
sellers. Elijah Stevens became blacksmith, John l 
Framboise his assistant, and Claude La Framboise inte 
preter. In August came the ''Antelope'' with more ,vhi 
key and a few days later the '' St. Peter's'' with $90,000 j 

annuities, which were distributed to the Indians amid gre: 
glee and much activity on the part of traders to obtai11 t.l1e 
credits. Then once more liquor was '' rolled out to the I1 

dians by whole barrels; sold by white men even in tl 
presence of the agent. Wagon loads of the abominab 
stuff arrive daily from the settlements, and along with 
the very dregs of our white neighbors and voyageurs of tl 
mountains, drunkards, gamblers, etc., etc. '' 58 

~ 7 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet 's Life and Travels, Vol. 
pp. 172, 173, 184, 185. 

~8 Chittenden and Richardson's ,Fatlier De Smet's Life and Travels Vol. 
pp. 174, 175. See Senate Documents, 1st Session, 26th Congress, Vo1. IV, N 
126, p. 5. 
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"\\Then Father' de Smet wrote hi last letter from the Pot­
l,,~attamie mission in December, 1 39, he reported that 
[1·. Hardin's family was well, and that Mrs. cugin and he1· 
)11 Ram ay, }.fis Henrietta, Messrs. Dick and Allen ,vere 
elo,v at 1Vestport, }.fi souri. T,venty-three Indian couples 
ad been mar1--ied, one hund1·ed and sixty-t,vo childr n a11d 
tgl1t3- adult had been baptized, mo tly half-bre ds, and 
) I't)'" had been admitted to the Lo1--d 's uppe1'. The chapel 
as tolerably ,vell attended on undays, though most of the 
r1dians ,,rere then absent on hunting expedition . Father 
e Smet concluded his letter by telling of a ,Tisit then being 
B1d by the Yankton io11x : 

We have forty of them in our bl11ffs, and of their b1'avest \\ ar­
ors, caroling together ,vith the Potalratomies, and behaving to­
ards each other like true brethren and friends. Last night they 
Jnored us \Vith their great pipe-dance, and gave a se1·enade befo1'e 
1ery ,rig,\·am and cabin. They appeared to be very much pleased 
ith all tl1e people here. 59 

On the 1 th of eptembe1' had occu1--red an e\,. nt ,vhich 
1·oved to be fraught with much significance in the life of 
'ather de Smet : a deputation from the Flath ad Indian 
'"ho d,,Telt high up on the }.fis ouri stopped at t. Joseph 
[ission on their way to t. Louis to make a request for 
tissionaries or '' Black Gowns''. The Flatheads proceed l 
J St. Louis and made application to the bishop as they had 
one repeatedly before. Their perse,1 ering entreaties "Tere 
ot re,,Tarded until Fathe1,. de Smet volunteered to unde1·-
1ke the task alone. He accompanied them home from t. 
,ouis in March, 1840, and thus ended his missionary labor·s 
1 the Iowa country, but not his interest. In the autumn of 
1at year, on his return from the Far orthwest, he encoun­
~red at Fort Vermilion a Santee Sioux war-party '' just 
ack fr·om an excursion against my dear Potawatomies'', 

:;
9 

Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet's Life and Travels, Vol. I , 
). 177, 178. 

VOL.XI-23 
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bringing one scalp with them on the end of a long pole. In 
the midst of their dance of victory Father de Smet ap­
peared, and in council rebuked them for breaking their 
peace promise: they begged him ''to assure the Potawato ­
mies of their sincere resolution to bury the hatchet for­
ever.'' 00 

Continuing south"'Tard in a canoe piloted by an Iroquois 
half-breed amid floating ice, Father de Smet was at length 
compelled to top at the Council Bluffs. There in hi . 
''budding· mission'', he was grieved to see the ravage 
caused by the traffic of unprincipled men: '' drunkenness, 
with the in,.,.asions of the ioux on the other hand, had 
finally dispe1--sed my poor savages.'' Fathers Verreydt a11d 
Christian Hoecken, however, still busied themselves among 
some fifty families that had '' the cou1--age to resist these t,, o 
enemies.'' Indeed, after the murder committed in tl1e 
month of eptember, 1 40, Colonel Kearny had to come 
with a force of drag·oons and established a certain degree 
of confidence among· the Pottawattamies ,vho then feared a 
g·eneral descent upon them by the ioux. After a brief 
visit with them, Father de Smet made the remainder of his 
journey on horseback to Independence and by stag·e to St. 
Louis. 

In the month of October, 1 40, the sub-agency buildi11gs 
still stood opposite the mouth of the Big Platte River. The 
agent l"eported that there was no farmer to teach the t,vo 
thousand Pottawattamies agriculture. He also credited the 
Jesuit priests with having done considerable service as 
physicians ,vhen sickness became prevalent immediately 
after the Indians' return from the sp1--ing hunt. One year 
later the agent, Cooper, had been succeeded by a man 11amed 
Deaderick. He expressed alarm because the Pottawattamie 
warriors were seeking to engage several tribes for a joint 

60 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De S1net 's L i f e and Travels, Vol. I, 
pp. 256, 257, 270. 
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"xpedition against the ioux; there was no farmer, no teach­
er, and not enough blacksmiths to do all the work; the ,vhis­
key traffic was awful; and Chief Billy Caldwell was dead. 61 

The Pottawattamie mission at Council Bluffs lost its in-
3piration with the departure of Father de Smet : it is of 
particular interest in Iowa history and that of the West 
oecause here commenced that famous series of letters 
which made Father de Smet's name ''well known through­
)Ut the world. . . . They were probably not intended 
tor publication for they lack something of the clerical dig­
'lity in which the writer then doubtless thought he ought to 
1ppear in public; but they are all the better for the omission 
1nd are equal, in force of expression, to anything he after­
~vard produced.'' His missionary enterprise lasted but a 
ew months longer, for in the month of October, 1841, the 

[ndians were without teachers and one year later Fathers 
Verreydt and Hoecken were engaged in eastern Kansas.62 

That '' Council Bluffs subagency'' opposite the outlet of 
Ghe Big Platte River was more than a mere agency can be 
sathered from the diary of John C. Fremont who had just 
eturned from his first expedition to the Rocky Mountains. 

Under date of October 1, 1 42, he wrote: ''I rose this morn­
ng long before daylight, and heard, with a feeling of pleas-
1re, the tinkling of cow-bells at the settlements on the 
)pposite side of the Missouri.'' 63 

61 Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Srnet 's Life and Travels, Vol. I, 
>. 258; and Senate Documents, 1st Session, 26th Congress, No. I , p. 56; 2nd 
;ession, No. 1, pp. 321, 322, 377; and 2nd Session, 27th Congress, Vol. I, No. 1, 
lp. 281, 357. 

Father de Smet later r eturned to the Flatheads of the Upper Missouri 
egion and traveled extensively among the western tribes, beloved and respected 
)y them all. 

62 
Chittenden and Richardson's Father De Smet's Life and Travels, Vol. I, 

>. 16. See also House Executive Documents, 3d Session, 27th Congress, No. 2, 
>p. 487, 488. For references to the mission see K empker 's The Catholic 
.,hurch in Council Bluffs, I owa, pp. 1-6. 

63 Fremont's Memoirs of My Life, p. 162. 
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In April, 1 42, a company of dragoons commanded b~ 
Captain J. H. K. Bu1,gwin was despatched by steamboa 
from Fort Leavenworth to the Pottawattamie country 
This time ther ,ve1"e st1"ong reasons to expect the breakini 
out of ,,Tar bet,veen the ioux and the united nation. There 

] 

muggled 
~ one ar1 
jdi pen:a 

dom die 
nntrv. ~ • 

jender ir f 01,e, ' p1"ompt and rig·orous measures were adopted to pre 
vent this outbreak, ,vhich, if it had commenced, would ha,~ ~te on an 
involved consequences of the most hazardous character tt The 'Or 
the combatants; would probably have embroiled neighbor· I mbjected t 
ing tribes, and could have been arrested by the Governmen . conplec 
only at great cost. '' Accordingly, Fort Croghan was co11 
structed as a temporary post on May 31, 1 42, midway be 
t,veen the outlets of the Boyer and the 1\1osquito river~ 
near the southwest co1·ner of the present city of Counci 
Bluff . The united tribes were now assured of protectio1 
while the ioux we1--e ,,Tarned to de ist from the threatenel 
attack. 

The t1,oops of the new fort also helped to suppress illici 
liquor traffic with the Indians, assisting the resident agen 
in the enforcement of the intercourse la,vs. At this timE 
eve1"y accessible tribe of the Indian population of the Unitec 
States fell a prey to the scum and refuse of American soci 
ety. To this dep1"aved and criminal element belonged de 
serte1,s f1 .. om fur-trading posts on the Upper Missouri 
1--enegades from anta Fe, discharg·ed and deserting sol 
diers, and fugitives from justice. With such person. 
a1,ound, the Federal government could not hope to uplift 
the Indian. And with such private traders, all licensee 
traders had to reckon.64 At least one cargo of liquor wa~ 

64 In a short sketch of Fort Croghan in .Annals of Iowa (Third Series), Vol 
III, p. 4 71, the writer asserts that the name first given to the post was '' CamJ 
Fenwick''. Chittenden is, of course, mistaken when he declares in his .ti 1nerica1 

Fur Trade of the Far W est, Vol. III, p. 950, that Fort Croghan '' stood a Iittl« 
above the present Union Pacific bridge in Omaha''. 

Senate Documents, 3d Session, 27th Congress, o. 1, Chart, and pp. 210, 387 
1st Session, 28th Congress, r o. 1, p. 395; and House Executive Docume,its, 3t 
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;muggled past the garrison at Fort Croghan. Liquor was 
1bo: ~he one article above all others which the traders considered 
Jlt 

~ki 
ndispensable to the promotion of their business interests : 
,eldom did they fail to smuggle their casks into the Indian 

her ~ountry. The American Fu1-- Company was no insignificant 
11 pr )ff ender in this respect, being farced to it in order to com­
ha Jete on an equal footing with private traders. 
er 
hb 
llil 

illi 
'l 

a 
Dl 

• 

The ''Omega'' had got safely past Bellevue without being 
,ubjected to inspection and had reached Hart's bluff when 
'a couple of shots were fired across her bow''. She brought 
o at once and made for the shore. Captain Sire ,vas then 

9resented with a polite note from Captain Burgwin appris­
ng him that his ship must await inspection. On board were 
John James Audubon and his party of scientists, who had a 
~ove1~nment permit to carry with them a certain quantity 
:)f liquor. To the lieutenant who had stopped the ship he 
·'expressed a desi1--e to visit the camp, and the lieutenant 
letailed a dragoon to accompany him.'' To quote further 
from Mr. Chittenden 's story : 

The great naturalist rode four miles to call upon an obscure army 
)fficer \vhom he knew he could see in a short time by waiting at the 
boat. The officer was overwhelmed at the honor of the visit, and 
~vhen Audubon offered to present his credentials he politely and 
~allantly replied that his name was too well known throughout the 
United States to require any letters. Audubon says of the occasion: 
'I was on excellent and friendly terms in less time than it has taken 

me to write this account of our meeting.'' Between his entertaining 
·onversation and the shooting of some birds he contrived to detain 
the Captain for a good t,vo hours before they returned to the boat. 

Meanwhile the boatmen had not been idle. In the hold of 
the ship they had loaded all casks of liquor on small cars 
,vhich traveled on a circular track. 

Session, 27th Congress, o. 2, p. 424; and 1st Session, 28th Congress, Nicollet 's 
rnap, p. 7. 
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When Captain Burg\vin arrived in Audubon's company, he ,Yas ub-aO'e 
received most hospitably and treated to a luncheon, in which was Luce in M 
included as a matter of course, a generous portion from the private , lcat year. 
store embraced in Audubon's ''credentials''. By this time the t. h d 
young Captain ,vas in most excellent temper and Vlas quite disposed men a 
to forego the inspection altogether. But the virtuous Sire would under taci1 
not have it so. '' I insisted, as it ,vere, '' says the worthy navigator I e troop: 
in his log of ~Iay 10, '' that he make the strictest possible search, fional rea~ 
but upon the condition that he would do the same with other gorernmen 
traders.'' 

Needless to say, the liquor got past, for while the t,,~o 
captains were groping along by the lig·ht of a dim candle, 
peering into nooks and corners, some boatmen were slowl)' 
shoving the cars around the tramway behind the inspector 
so as to keep them out of his reach as he went. So the 
American Fur Company's agents ,vent on their way re­
joicing'. ''But woe to the luckless craft of some rival t1~ader 
who should happen along with no Audubon in the cabin and 
no tramway in the hold. '' 65 

In a journal of the voyage Audubon chronicled the visit 

to Fort Croghan, but did not record the incident so well 
described above. Concerning the fort itself, he wrote that 
it ''was named after an old friend of that name, with whom 
I hunted raccoons on his father's plantation in Kentuck)1

, 

thirty-five years befo1--e. His father and mine were "rell 
acquainted, and fought togethe1-- with the g·reat Generals 
Washington and Lafayette, in the Revolutiona1--y War 
ag·ainst 'Merry England. ' The parade ground here had 
been four feet under wate1-- in the late f1--eshet. '' He also 
1--ecorded the fact that the officers of the post were nearJ!~ 
destitute of provisions the year before, and sent off twenty 
dragoons and twenty Indians on a buffalo hunt; and that 
they killed, within eighty miles of the fort, fifty-one b11f­
f aloes, one hundred and four deer, and ten elks. 66 

a5 Chitten <len 's ..t11nerican F ur Trade of the Far West, Vol. II, pp. 673-6 1. 
66 L zfe of John James A udubon, pp. 420, 421 . . 
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Sub-agent Richard S. Elliott, who had followed John B. 
.JU Ce in March, 1 43, made a lengthy report in the fall of 
hat year. He conceived the idea that although the govern­
nent had stationed a company of dragoons there, being 
lnder tacit obligation to protect the Pottawattamies, yet if 
he troops were withdrawn, the Indians would have addi­
ional reason to make a treaty to cede their lands to the 
overnment the coming spring or s11mmer. The agent took 
are to state that he offered this not as a recommendation 
,ut as a suggestion only. Late in eptember, 1 43, the 
lragoons marched away.67 

in the sp1 .. ing of 1 43, it will be remembered, began the 
1rst united movement of emigrants from the settled States 
o distant Oregon. Among the ten-year-old pioneers of 
o,va Ter1"itory also there arose much interest, ending 
ometimes in the organization of Oregon emigration soci­
·ties. The newspapers of eastern Iowa, then the only set-
led portion of the Territory, advertised and recommended 
he advantages of Burlington as a suitable starting-point 
,n account of its abundance of necessary supplies, and an 
·xcellent and very commodious steam ferry-boat across the 
vfississippi. Emigrants were urged to choose the short and 
•asy route from Burlington by way of the Skunk and the 
)es Moines rivers to Council Bluffs, a distance of 350 miles, 
tnd cross the Missouri on a ferry at or near that point.08 

In the last week of May, 1843, fourteen or :fifteen ox­
vagons and a number of young men on horseback passed 
,hrough Iowa City, headed for the Far West. Iowans of 
hat day prophesied nothing but danger, privation, suffer­
ng, and death by famine or savage foes. The adventu1 .. ers 
)roceeded to Fort Des Moines, then just established at the 
1iaccoon Fork of the Des Moines River, where they expected 

61 Senate Documents, 1st Session, 28th Congress, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 391-396. 
68 I owa Capital Reporter, March 25, 1843 . 

• 
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additions to their company. From there they intended tc 
direct their course to Council Bluffs.69 How many othe1 
bands of emigrants crossed Iowa Territory and follo,vec 
the northe1"n route to the West must be left to conjecture 
and ,vhether much of a trail was made across the Io,,2 

I 

ttading pc 
Fr the r 

:'.JOUUb tb 
rl of tr 

mrouuh a 
prairies at this time cannot be ascertained. Many Iowan turnin ea 
ho,ve,.,.er, ,J{ere seized ,vith the Oregon fever at this earl> ncPpo:t 
date and the '' 01·egon trail'' leading west of Fort DeF nd hi dr 
Moines into the uninhabited portion of Iowa Territory wa~ · f . a' nor 
plainly visible and even used by a force of drag·oons unde1 
Captain Allen in the spring of 1 44. 

Captain James Allen, commandant at Fort Des ~foi11es 
led a dragoon expedition up the Des ]}f oines River throug·b 
the Sioux Indian country in what is now the southwestern 
corner of the tate of Minnesota to the Big Sioux River 
This body of ho1 .. se t1·oops consisting of fifty-seven men 
marched south"-rard down the beautiful valley of the Big 

ioux and camped near the picturesque falls where the city 
of Sioux Falls now stands. On the 14th of eptember, 
1844, they continued their course over a rough country, cut 
up by va1~ious brooks in what is to-day Lyon County. 
Captain Allen recorded in his Joi, rnal that they '' e11-
camped at the mouth of one of them, and killed a bull stand­
ing across the river, six men firing at hjm by volley, and 
each ball taking· effect''; and that buffalo had been in sight 
almost continuously since they struck the Big Sioux Ri\Ter 
so that they might have killed hundreds. 

On eptember 15, they ascended some high bluffs, then 
made thei1' way over smooth prai1'ie, and in the afternoon 
struck what is now the Rock River in Sioux County, a clear 
little str eam which they followed to its mouth to find a 
trading·-house which the Sioux Indians had declared stood 
there. The drag·oons pitched camp but saw no signs of a 

09 The Iowa Standard, June 1, 1843. 
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ed t ,rading post, no trails nor any evidence of near habitation. 
othe for the next four days they drove their weary horse 

,hrough the ,vestern part of Plymouth County, met with all 
orts of trouble, declared that '' the romance of marching 

Iolt hrough a wildernes country is much abated'', and then 
wan urning eastward, completed their journey back to th ad­

'ance po t of civilization, Fort Des Moines. Captain llen 
Lnd his drag·oons were the first white men who set foot in 
o,va 's northwestern corner, so far as the records sho,v.70 

l~ ot until the s11mmer of 1 45, it seems, ,vere the 01 .. iginal 
>uilding of the Council Bluffs sub-ag·ency abandoned a11d 

)in L 11ew location found at a point opposite Bellevue, t,vent)r 
•on. c1iles belo,v the mouth of the Boyer River and about thirt),._ 

ive miles from the Missouri line. Thi place, long called 
Crade1~'s Point, also went by the name of ''Point Aux 

m :>oulos' ', and consisted of three trading-houses.71 

~ B The year 1 46 was marked by a treaty for the clepartu1'e 
,f one race and by the permanent advent of anothe1 .. : before 

01 lie exit of the Pottawattamies came the Mormons fleei11g 
I'om their enemies in the ta te of Illinois. These refugee 
raversed the southern portion of the Territory of Iowa, 
hrough the settled counties and then the remai11ing two­

ta hi1·ds of the distance over a roadless, bridgeles , unpeopled 
tretch of country. East of their settlement at Mt. Pisgah 
now Union County) they came upon traces of the I11dians, 

Bi or a 11:ormon elder wrote on I\1ay 11: '' o g·ame 01-- wilcl 
nimal of any description to be seen, ha,Ting· been thinned 

tt ut by a tribe of Indians, called Pottawattamies, whose 
rails and old camping-ground ,vere to be seen i11 ever:r 
• • 1rect1on., ,12 

70 House Executive Documents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, o. 168, which is 
i'lprinted in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. XI, pp. 73-108. 
ee pp. 84, 101-105. 

71 Senate Documents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 546-554. 
12 Journal of History (Lamoni), Vol. II, p. 189 . 

.... 
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The Mormons encountered no opposition: they passed the 
Indian village in ,vhat is now western Cass County, and 
,vhen they reached the Council Bluffs agency in June, they 
were welcomed in a most friendly manner, winning the 
hearts of the Indians by giving a concert at their agent's 
residence. At a council their chief made an address in 
,vhich he gave the ne,\Tcomers '' permission to cut ,vood, 
make improvements, and live where they pleased on their 
lands.'' Opposite Bellevue, at Trader's Point, the Indians· 
had cut an approach to the river and established a fe1~ry: 
they now did a big business carrying over, in the flat-botto1n 
boats, the families and wagons, and the cows and sheep of 
those J\.f oI·mons who were to spend the next few months at 
Winter Quarters ( on the site of Florence, Nebraska). 
Many Mormon families, however, tarried permanently in 
,vhat later became Mills and Pottawattamie counties.73 

The treaty made and concluded between the United 
tates and the Pottawattamies at the agency on June 5th, 

1 46, was ratified by the Senate and formally procla.imed in 
July as the law of the land. The Indians sur1--endered all 
their lands in the Territory of Iowa in return for a tract of 
land upon the Kansas River, and on being furnished "ritb 
,vagons, horses, and other means of transportation agreed 
to remove to their new homes within two years.74 The sub­
agent, R. B. l\fitchell, expressed a belief that they ,vould 
depart during the winter or spring. In September he re­
po1~ted that nearly one-tenth of the Potta,vattamies l1ad 
died that year.75 

During the winter and spring-- the two government black­
smiths were constantly engaged in repairing guns, traps, 
and other implements required for their hunting expedi-

73 Linn's The Story of tlie Mormons, pp. 367, 375, 376. 
74 Kappler's I ndian .Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 413, 414. 
75 House Execut ive Documents, 2nd Session, 29th Congress, Vol. I , No. 4, PP· 

285, 300. 
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ions, and during the summer and autumn of 1847 they 
·epaired wagon , and made log-chains and other articles 
·or the emigration southward. Their miller was busy 
~rinding and sawing, and '' contributed largely to their 
\Tants in bread tuffs. '' ome of the Pottawattamies had 
)een down to examine their new country and reported un­
avorably. Thoma H. Har\Tey, upe1 .. intendent of Indian 
~ffair , came all the way from t. Louis to the Council 
3luffs sub-agency to be present at the annual payment of 
he Indians and urged them to remove at once. In October 
hey set out in large parties for their ne,v homes, crossing 
he 1fissouri River at different points. By the ,,rinter of 

47, with the exception of a small band which determined 
o remain and hunt about the head,vaters of the Des Moines 
tiver, all the Pottawattamies had taken leave of their .. Mor­
non neighbors, then the only settlers in the western pa1 .. t 
•f the tate of Iowa, and had vanished on tage fa1--ther 
1n the journey westward, thus making room for tl1e perma­
Le11t occupation of their hunting-grounds by enterprising· 
mig1 .. ants from the East.76 

JACOB VAN DER Z EE 
1

HE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA 

low A CITY Iow A 

76 Senate Documents, 1st Session, 30th Congress, Vol. I, pp. 738, 837, 877 
Strictly speaking the first settlers in western Iowa were the men who in 1840 

nd almost every year thereafter founded homes in the southern townships of 
•hat many years later became Fremont County, Iowa. These pioneers believed 
iey were actually citizens of the State of Missouri because the boundary then 

1as declared to be ten miles north of the present bounclary. Had it not been 
or Missouri's mistake the surYey and entry of lands as early as 1 40 would 
ave been prevented in territory still o,vned and occupied by the Pottawattamie 
ndians. See Howe's Annals of Iowa, Vol. II, p. 38. 


