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CAPTAIN JAME .ALLE 'S DRAGOON EXPEDITIO.l 
FROM FORT DE MOI ES, TERRITORY 

OF IOWA, IN 1 44 

The United States House of Representatives passed a­
resolution on the 29th of January, 1 45, requiring the ec­
retary of War to furnish ''a copy of the report, journal, 
and map of Captain J. Allen, of the :first regiment of 
drag·oons, of his expedition during the past summer to the 
heads of the rivers Des 1Yioines, Blue Earth, etc., in the 
northwest''. The papers transmitted by Mr. Marcy in com­
pliance with this request form o. 16 of the House Ex­
ecutive Documents, 29th Congress, 1st session, and are 
reprinted below because they are believed to be deserving 
of a wider circulation than rare government publications 
permit. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JAMES ALLE 

James Allen was born in Ohio in the year 1806. At nine­
teen yea1,s of age he entered the United States ifilitary 
Academy as a cadet from the State of Indiana, and on the 
last of July, 1829, he was g·raduated thirty-fourth among 
the forty-six members of a class made memorable by such 
men as Robert E . Lee and Joseph E. Johnston of the Con­
federate States army and Charles Mason, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the Territory of Iowa.1 

Second Lieutenant Allen was at once assigned to dt1ty 
upon the western frontier. \Vhile he was stationed with 
th1--ee companies of the Fifth Regiment of Infantry at Fort 
Brady, Sault Ste. Marie in the Territory of Michigan, the 

1 
See Mr. Clifford Powell's article on the H istory of tlie Codes of lolca Law 

in THE IOWA J OURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. X, p. 12. 
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v\Tar Department authorized Henry R. choolcraft to make 
an expedition to the Indians of the orthwest. Then, in 
obedience to Major General Macomb 's order to detail an 

110. officer with ten or twelve men to escort the party, the com­
mandant at Fort Brady selected young Allen. 

Bet,veen the 7th of June and the 25th of ug·ust, 1 32, 
Schoolcraft and Allen headed a company of thirty-five per­

ed sons and tI·aveled a distance of two thousancl eight hundred 
miles. So far as time and means allo,vecl, Allen prepared a 

rna jou1 .. nal of some sixty-eig·ht printed pag·es in accordance 
tt c \vith directions '' to describe the country . . . . to de­
) th lineate, topographically, the i-·oute and several points of 
t tc importance ; to asce1"tain the manners and cha1 .. acters of the 
com \Ta1"ious Indian tribes, their numbers, streng·th in warriors, 

co11dition, mode of living, of obtaining subsistence, whether 
at peace with thei1· neig·hbors 01-- not, their places of re 01't 

r,in. for foI·eig·n supplies, how supplied, and by whom. '' Fu1'­
tio thermore, he noted down the natl1re of the soil ; the g·eolog·} ... , 

mineralog1.,., and natural history, and furnished i11formatio11 
as to the quantity, qualit , and facilities of procu1 .. ing· the 

ain game and fishes of the r egion.2 

tai1 Lieutenant Allen submitted his map and daily accol1nt of 
1th the expedition to the Secretary of War, L ewis Cass. The 
aot. journey had proven to be one of consider .. able achie,.,.ement, 
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for as the famous geographer Jicollet declared a few years 
later: '' The honor of having first explored the sources of 
the lviississippi, and introduced a knowledge of them in 
physical geography, belongs to Mr. Schoolcraft and Lieu­
tenant Allen. I come only after these gentlemen; but I may 

2 For this famous expedition to and beyond the sources of the Mississippi 
River on a visit to the northwestern Indians, see House Executive Documents, 
1st Session, 23d Congress, r o. 323; or .American State Papers, Military 
affairs, Vol. V, pp. 312-344. 

Allen's map may be f ound in Schoolcraft's Narrative of an Exped1t1on 
t hrough, tl1,e Upper Mississippi to Itasca Lake (1834). 
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be permitted to claim some merit for having· completed 
"That "\\Tas wanting· for a full g·eographical account of these 
source . '' 3 

On l\Iarch 4, 1 33, Allen became a second lieutenant of the 
First Reg·iment of Dragoons, an org·anization of hor e 
troops ,vith headqua1·te1·s at J efferson Barracks near t. 
Louis, c1,eated by Cong·1·ess as a species of frontier milita1·3 .. 
f 01,ce, ,,rhich soon came to be especially clrea<led by the. 
I11dians of the ~Iiddle West. llen 1·emained on staff cl11t,,. 

.. 
at Fort Dearborn, hicago, until his promotion to a :fi1,st 
lieutenanc}T on May 31, 1 35, ,vhen he beg·an to er, ... e at 
Fo1·ts Lea,ren,vorth ancl Gibson in the 011th as an e11-
g·ineer '' in connection " rith the 1·econnoisance of the I11clia11 
countr3r. '' A captaincy ,vas his re'\'\ra1·d on June 30 1 37. 

D11ring the summe1" of 1 42 aptain Allen received 01·­
clers to march to Fort tkinson, Ter1·itory of Iowa, ,,ith 
Compan}T I of the Drag·oo11 . Taking· a di1·ect 1·oute from 
Fort Leaven,,Tortl1, cros ino· the De ~foine Ri,re1" abo·'\"re the 
Raccoo11 Fo1·k, he ar1·ived at his po t among· the Winnebag·o 
I11c1ian on Aug-ust 7, 1 42. oon afte1 .. ward he proceec1ed to 
the ac and Fo ,.. Ag·ency, t,venty miles clue ,, ... est of Fai1·­
:field. By pe1·mission of ~fajor John F. A. Sanforc1 of the 
Ame1·ican Fur Compan:r .. , Captain Allen q11arte1·ec1 l1i 

3 
7:n,ted States Executive Documents, 2nd Session, 2 th Congress, '"o. 52, 

p. 59. 

Elliott Cones TI"rote: '' James Allen's name is not so well known in this 
connection as it should be. That is to say, the public seldom connects his 
name "'ith the disco\ ery of Lake Itasca. But if hlr. Schoolcraft was the 
actual head of the expedition of 1832, and became its best known historian, 
Lieutenant Allen was a large and shapely portion of the body of that enter­
prise, decidedly the better observer, geographer, and cartographer; . . . 
the author of an able, interesting, and i1nportant report upon the subject, 
'"hich he n1ac1e to the military authorities . . . . His movements "·ere 
the same as l\1r. Schoolcraft 's . . . . ; his operations more extensi,e ancl 
more intelligently directed to explore and report upon the country. He nan1e<l 
3choolcraft I slancl and various other things; Allen's Bay was named for hin1 
by 11r. Schoolcraft, and Allen's Lake by J\Ir. Brot1wer.' '- Th e Expedttzon of 
Z ebulon M. P ile, Vol. I, p. 332, footnote. 
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letec '"11·agoons in eight log cabins then abandoned for purpos s 
:hese f Indian trade, and also built stables for his horses and 

huts for two officers. This tempo1"a1" post h de ignated 
f the Fo1"t anford, but the Government retained the name of the 
1or~e ag·ency. 
r t On o,Tember the 12th, 1 42, the commandant conducted 
Jar, a small fo1·ce on an e pedition to the mouth of the Raccoon 

• 

· the Ri,Ter. There, at the confluence of the Raccoon and the D s 

clutv 
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fir.,t 
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ioines, he established a ne,v mjlita1•Jr po t evacuatino· hi 
camp at ac and Fox Ag·ency on 1:ay 17, 1 43. The troop 
et once set about constructing office1"s' quarte1· ba1·1·acks, 
stables, and corrals, and also laid out garden . llen cho e 
the none too euphonious name '' Fo1·t Raccoo11'' fo1· tl1i 
,\ .. estern post, b11t General cott of the "'\"far Depa1·tment 

l or• pref er1·ed to call it Fort Des 1oines. 

I rom 

Although Captain Allen ,, ... as kept bus~r p1·otecti11°· the 
acs and Foxes in thei1· t1 .. eaty 1 .. ights by dri,ri11g· quatte1·s 

back acros the Indian border, he fou11d time to 111ake the 
exploring· expedition of ,vhich h rend reel the jou1·nal re­
printed in these pages. In the summer of 1 45 he ,, .. a 

1air· ordered to join Captain umner of Fort Atkin on on a 

th 
hi· 
. 
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bj 
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,Tisit to the ioux d,velling along· the t. P eter's 01· 11inne­
sota Ri,rer. 4 

pon Captain Allen's recomme11datio11 Fo1·t De 1oi11es 
continued to be occupied until the sp1·ing of 1 46 ,vhen th 
troops ma1--ched out to serve as a militar T e cort f 01· the 
remnant of the Sacs and Foxes ,,Tho had not removed to 
Kansas with their tribe in Octobe1·, 1 45. The ite of 
Allen's post was, within a sho1·t time, destined to become 
the home of hundreds of ambitious pionee1" families, the 
county seat of Polk County, and in 1 57 the capital of the 
State of Iowa. 

4 Uuited States Senate Documents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, No. I, pp. 
217-220. 
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When hostiliti s a1·0 e bet,ve n ]\f xico and the Unite 
tates, Bri0 ·adier General , 'tephen W. K arny was place · 

in comma11d of the ma1·ch to ._ anta F' and Calif 01·nia. Hf 
despatchecl llc11 no1 .. thwa1·d to b1 .. ing back e,reral com­
pani s of l\1ormo11 rec1·uits. The fo1·mon had been driven 
f1 .. om tl1 i1· te1npl cit~r of 1Tau,.,.oo by the ir .. ate citizens of 
Illi11oi an(l ,v 1·e sea ttc1·ecl along th I"oad ac1"0s Io,va. It 
was just afte1· tl1e~T l1ad plant cl their.. ettlem nt at Mt . 
Pisgah that Captain II 11 arrived i ued his "Circular to 
the l\iormons ", and with Bri 0 ·ham Youn"' proceeded to 
their can1p on the l\ii ouri Ri,7er . Ther h opened a re­
cruiting· office, ecl11·ecl fi,yc co1npaniecs of 011e hu11dred me11 
each,

5 0 ·a,•e the n'Ionnon refug es a f~t or ball, which is 
. aicl to have bee11 a fi11e af'fair a11cl the11 concluct d the ,rol­
untee1·s to the 1·encl()z,-ous at Fo1"t Leavenworth. Ju t 

after thi 'l\f 01·n1ou Ba ttalio11 '' beg·a11 it mar·ch to 1,.. e,,r 
l\fexico, the comn1ander beca1ne suddenly ill and died of 
"conge tive f eYer" on the 23d of A.ugu t, 1 46. "Thus," 
wrote olonel Doniphan, "died Lieutenant-colonel Allen, of 
the 1st Dragoon , in the midst of a career of u efulne. , 
uncle1' the favo1·ing· smile of for·tunc, beloved ,,-bile livin°\ 
and regretted, aft r d ath, by all who knew him, both 
among the , ,.olu11tec1 .. a11cl 1"eg·l1la1· troops. ' ' 6 

TIIE ST.\TE HISTORICAL 8ocIETY OP Io,v.A 
I o"\'\r~\ 11TY 

JACOB VA ... DER ZEE 

6 
Linn s 1'hc Story of the Mor,nons, p. 371; and HJ'de 's Mornionism, p. 143. 

° F or facts 1n the life of James Allen the ,,·riter is indebtecl to Heitman 's 
Historical Req1stcr and Dictionary of the United States Army, 17 9-1903, Vol. 
I, p. 159; Annals of l ov.1a (Third Series), Vol. IV, pp. 164-177, 291-293, 451; 
The Centennial of the United Statls Jlzl ztary ~ ca<leniy. 1 02-1902, 17ol. I, p. 
3i; and Hughes' Doniphan ·s Expedz tzon, pp. 134, 135. 

In his ll~tory of D<.s Jlo,nes and Pon County, Vol. I, pp. 19-24, 47-54, Mr. 
Johnson Brigham rep11nts a J)art of Allen's Journal and shon·s his appreciation 
of '' the record of the soldier ,vho planted the colony . . . . from which 
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REPORT A...'ID JOOR :rAL OF CAPTAIN JAMES ALLE 'S DRAGOO 

EXPEDITIO IN THE TERRITORY OF IOW I r THE 

SUhlifER OF 1844 

[The following report and journal are reprinted verbatim from House Ex­
ecutive Documents: 1st Session, 29th Congress, o. 168, with the exception that 
the dates of entry in the journal are italicized for the purpose of emphasis.­
EDITOR.] 

AnJuTA :rT GE .. ?.ERAL 's OFFICE 

TT' asliingto1i, ~Iarcli 18, 1846. 

IR : The report of Captain J . Allen 1st dragoons, of his 
expedition during the summer of 1 ±4, ,, .. as received too 
1ate to comply with the re olt1tion of tl1e Ilou e of Repre­
sentatives of J anilary 29 1 35, befo1 .. e the 1·i ing· of the 
2 th Congress; and, understanding· that tl1e mo,J' r of the 
1,esolution ( a membe1, of the present Congress) is desirous 
that the resolution should now be complied with, I accord­
ing·ly, in compliance ,vith Ollr instructions, furni h a copy 
of the report called for by the 1"esol11tion abo,Te m ntioned. 
Instead of the map of the route accompanying the l"eport, I 
submit the more perfect map of the Upper Mississippi by 
Nicollet, (from which Captain Allen's sketch no doubt was 
taken,) upon which the route of the troops under his com­
mand has been carefully traced, in red lines, in the topo­
g·raphical bureau. 

Should it be determined to publish Captain Allen's 
route, Colonel Abert is of opinion it would be best to use 
the plate prepared for Nicollet's map. This mode would be 

subsequently grew the community life that forms the foundation of the present 
work.'' 

See also History of tlie Cliurch of J esus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Vol. III, 
p. 191; and Niles' R egister, August 1, 1846, Vol. LXX, p. 352. 

The volumes of Heitman and Powell do not credit Allen "ith having attained 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, but The Centenniai of the United States Mili­
tary .ilcodemy, 1802-1902, Vol. I, p. 630, and Niles' R egister, ugust 29, 1846, 
Vol. LXX, p. 416, and September 12, 1846, Vol. LXXI, p. 20, give him this 
title . 
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not only much less expensive, bt1t ,\,.ould probably impro,,.e 
the 01·ig·inal map,7 which is one of much ,ralue. 

I am, sir, very 1"espectfull3-r, 3-... ou1· obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjittant General. 
Hon. W. L. MARCY, Sec1·eta;y of War-. 

R eport of an expedition into th<> Indian country, 1nade by 
co111pa1iy '' I,'' 1st 1 egi111e12t of d1·agoo12s, i,i obedie12ce · 
to 01·ders },lo. 13, dated lzeadqz,a,·ters tliird depart1rtent,8 

St. L o1,is, 1110., J1lne 13, 1 44. 

The com1Ja11}T ,,Tas org·anized for tl1is expedition in the 
a1·l. pa1"t of J ulJT but ,,,.as c1etained b}~ subsequent 01·de1·s 

until the 11th of Aug·ust. It marched f1·om Fort Des i1oi11es 
\\11.th the f ollo,v·ing· st1--e11g·th : 

Captain J. llen, 1st c11·ag·oons, commanding·; 
..ci.s istant u1·g·eon J. . G1"iffin, medical staff; 
First Lieutenant P. Calho11n, :2c1 c1rag·oo11s ; 

econd Lieutenant P. oble, 1 t 11·ag·oons; 

Brevet econd Lieutenant J. If. Potter, 1st infantry, A. C. 
S., and .A. A. Q. M.; 9 

50 1·ank ancl file of d1·agoons ; ancl 
2 p1"ivates of infantry. 

The troops were provi ioned with pork for 40 days, flour 
for 60 daJ'"s, and small 1·ations for 70 days. The route 

7 
Allen's n1ap does not appear as a part of Document No. 168. 

8 
The United States '\Yas then di,icle<l into nine n1tlitary departments. The 

commandants of Forts Atkinson ancl Des ~:foines in the Territory of Iowa 
recei,~ec1 orders from Jefferson Barracks near St. Louis. 

0 
John S. Griffin ""as the surgeon at Fort Des ~loines <.luring its brief exist­

ence from 1 43 to 1846. Patrick Calhoun and Patrick Noble were ::\I1litary 
Academy graduates appointed fron1 South Carolina. Joseph Haydn Potter of 
1 ew Hampshire ranked next to Ulysses S. Grant in the class of 1 43, and was 
breveted se"Veral times for gallant and meritorious conduct in the battles of 
Monterey ( 1 46), Fredericksburg (1862), and Chancellorsville ( 1 63), and in 
the campaign terminating with the surrender of Lee's army (1 65). H e diec.1 
a brigadier general in 1892. 
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desig·nated in the depa1 .. tment 01·cle1--s I"'eferred to was up the 

Des 1'1oines river, and to the sources of th Blue Ea1·th 
ri,,.er of the t. Pete1·' ; thence to the \\Taters of the iiis­

souri; and thence returning· th1·oug·h the country of the 
Potto"atomies. o little ,vas kno,vn of the trl1e g ograph}T 
of the country to be passed o, ... e1·, that it , as impossible to 
cle:fine the route before hand ,, ... ith minut~ exactne s ; ancl I 
"as of cour e embarra e 1 i11 some deg1·ee, to e timate the 
time we ought to be out, ancl the distance ,,,,e mig·l1t have to 

march. I the ref 01--e made provision f 01· a march of about 
00 mile , ancl an ab ence of 70 01· 0 da}r as urning· tl1at 

manjT days mig·ht be emplo)re(l i11 explo1--ing· th country 

nea1· the line of our 1·oute. Fo1· the actual 1·oute pa ed 
over I must refer to the accompan31111g· map, ,vhich ,,,.ill 
sho,v it mo1--e fully ancl completely tha11 it col1lcl b macle by 
an}r other description. The map \\Ta con t1·uctecl b~,. Liel1-

tenant Potter, under my immediate di1·ection, a11 l tl1 ca1· 
of taki11g minute notes on th ,\,,a T an 1 tl1 pains taken 
during its p1 .. ojection by that of:fic 1-- to ecu1·e all the i11f or­

mation within his 1--each, ,,ill \\1ar1"'ant 1ne in ayi11g that it 
gives a very co1"'rect cleli11eation of the cou11t1•)T pas eel o,,,er, 

as also the topog·1 .. aphy of othe1· pa1·t of this te1·1·ito1•JT 

perhaps the most accurate on 1·eco1· l. 
For a minute description of the cou11t1·y .. , a111 a clo 1·e-

lation of all matte1·s connecte 1 ,,,.ith the n1a1·ch, I ,vill r fe1· 
to the accompanying· journal, ,v ... l1ich g·i,.,.es the obse1·,Tations 

of each day, and is nearly a lite1·al copy of my note macle at 
th~ time shown by the r ecord. 

The ro1tte was fr"om this post Ul) the D es 1'foines 1·i,Te1' on 
the west sicle, as far as the '' Iron Banks, '' ,,1h e11 ,v-e cros eel 
that river a few miles above its forks, ancl 100 miles abo,,,e 
the mouth of Raccoon; thence up bet,\Teen the £01--ks, b11t 
near the ,vest b1 .. anch, to the ext1--eme source of this branch, 
in a lake which I have named '' the Lake of the Oaks,'' 24 
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miles from the mouth of Raccoon. This lake may be taken 
as the true source of the Des J\Ioines ri,rer, being· at the most 
northerly point of any of its ,vaters, and the fur·thest from 
its mouth. It is othe1·,vise remarkable for a sing1 ular-- ar--­
rang·ement of peninsulas, running1 into it fr--om all sides, and 
for a heavy g·1·owth of timber that covers these peninsulas 
and the borde1·s of the lake. We found its latitude, by sev­
eral observations of the sun, to be 43 degree , 57' 32''; but . 
the observations ,vere macle with a small and impe1·fect 
sextant, and oug·ht not to be assumed as entirely corr--ect. 
We had no means of determining· its long·itude, as we could 
not ,~tith our instrl1ments mea u1·e e,ren lt1nar-- distances, and 
we \\.,.ere not suppliecl \\.,.ith a chronometer-. 

F1--om the Lake of the Oaks, I explored the country north 
37 miles to latitude 44 c1eg·1"ees 27' 32'', and thence east to 
the St. Pete1''s river, in the same latitude. 

In this I'oute I crossed t,\11.ce g·oing out, and once return­
ing·, a small stream bearing· to the south, and which I took 
to be a branch of the Blue Earth 1 .. i, ... e1--; and, if so, it is the 
most northerly branch of that 1 .. ive1'. From the St. P eter's 
river", I made a circuit to the southward of 57 miles, to 
return to the Lake of the Oaks, where a po1'tion of the com­
mand had remainec1 encamped. Thence I marched nearly 
due "\\Test 38 miles to a river whicl1 I took to be the Big Sio21x 
of the Missouri. We followed this ri, .. er down 159 miles to 
its mouth in the ]\fissouri river, and thence took the nea1'est 
practicable route back to Fort Des J\1oines, c1--ossing on the 
,vay the Little Sioux river, and several minor streams noted 
on the map. The featu1'es of the country from Fort Des 
Moines to the t1pper fo1'ks of the Des J\Ioines rive1· are much 
the same as those of the country borderi11g· this bea11tiful 
river below - elevated rich p1'ai1·ie, broken by points of 
timber, and well timbered ra,Tines extending· into it from the 
rive1 .. every fe,v miles. The valley of the river often ex-

pands t-0 
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iket pands to make bottoms, sometimes prairie and sometimes 
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timber, of one, two, and three miles in breadth, and always 
of the richest quality of soil. The tjm ber of the Des Moines 
for this di tance is full equal to the wants of its share of 
the prairie dividing it from othe1" streams, and will easily 
supply all of the farms that may be made tributary to the 
river. After passing the ''Iron Banks,'' the timber falls 
off very much. The gro es are almost all confined to the 
immediate valley of the stream, are narrowed in width, and 
f 1·equently the bare p1 .. airie borders both sides. The first 
twenty miles of prairie is elevated, rolling, and dry; the 
soil is andy, and much mixed with pebbles, and small frag­
ments of Jjme and primitive rock. Then comes a series of 
lakes, many of them connected by slues and straits to form 
chains, almost impossible to go around or to cross, and ex­
tending from the Des Moines to the northward and east­
ward. This kind of country continues on the river about 
35 miles, giving the g,reatest embar1,assment to the traveller, 
"\vho must frequently betake himself to a raft or ponton 
-wagon to make his progre s through it. Afte1' this comes a 
dry country again, very hill and broken near the river, and 
back from the river dotted with numerous little lakes that 
have no connexion, outlet, or inlet. Here there is no timber 
except a narrow skirting of a few trees at points along the 
river or on the borders of the lakes, and occasionally a 
pretty grove in a bend of the river or a peninsula of a lake. 
There is not for 70 or 80 miles below the source of the Des 
11 oines enough of timber to supply a single row of farms 
along its border. At the Lake of the Oaks there are many 
hundred acres of excellent timber; but the country all 
around it is hig,h and bleak, and looks so inhospitable that 
it will be many years before any settlement can be led to it. 
From this point north and east to the St. Peter's, 50 or 60 
miles, there is much fine rich p1·airie, covered with a lux-
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uriant grass, easy to ma1'ch ove1 .. in any direction, but no 
timber to speak of. Much the same kind of surface ex­
tends west from the source of the Des l\foines to the Big 
Sioiix river of the l\1i souri. Anc1 here was the first great 
buffalo range that ,ve had seen - and surely, of all this 
uppe1' count1~y, the e animals could not ha,re selected any 
more 1·ich, luxu1'iant, and beautiful for their s11mmer feed­
ing·. 11 of the count1~JT from the t. Peter's I'iver to the 
Big ioux, in latitude from 43 degrees to 441/2 degrees, may 
be easily tr,a, ... ersed b}T troops, but the commanc1e1' of a 
column must not march ,,ridely from the timber of the 
streams and lakes, else he will find himself often encamped 
without fuel to cook his p1·ovisions. The g·1--ass is rich and 
abundant in its sea on, and the surface is ,vell adapted to 
the oper·ations of cavalry. 

\Ve came to the Big ioux on the 10th of eptember, in 
latitude nearly 44 deg·rees, and here sa,v the first Sioux 
Indians. There were some 20 or 30 of them; and they were 
much alarmecl at seeing llS in their' co11ntry: (see my journal 
of this date.) They were otherwise careless in every re­
spect, and seemed to be moving· along· with the buffalo as 
they were all the same people. When ,ve struck this river, 
it looked larg·e enoug·h to have its source 70 01' 0 mile 
above. The g·ene1"al course of the ri,yer from here to its 
mouth (159 miles) is nea1·ly due south, and it seemed to 
run all the way in a gentle current of two miles per hour, 
except at the falls described in my journal, ",.he1 .. e it breaks 
through a wonderful formation of massive quartz that 
CI'osses it perpendicula1·ly, and over ,vhich the river falls 
100 feet in 400 yards. The valley of the river is seldom 
more than a mile broad, but is all of the ,vay of the richest 
soil, resembling· the alluvions of the Missou1--i. There is bl1t 
little timber on any part of it - not enough to authorize a 
full settlement of the valley proper. The general level of 
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t no the country back is from 300 to 500 feet abov the be 1 of th 
ex- ri,Te1 .. ; and it falls off to the valley g·enerally in g·e11tl lope 
Big until ,,Tithin fift}T miles of the 1issouri, ,vhe11 the countr T 

reat 
thi 
anv 

I 

eed-
the 
nar 
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1f a 
the 
ped 
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becomes exceedingly broken, from six to t,\Telve mil back 
ancl tl1e bluffs nea1' the ri,Ter are frig·htfully teep, and can-
11ot be c1·ossed anY'\There ,vithout the greatest difficult . 

Leaving· the ugl hills of th 1fis ouri abol1t the mouth of 
the Big iol1x, and going a t, vle find a gentl undulati11°· 
su1 .. face of countr , and cross successi, .. ely Flo Td riv r, th 
Little ioux, and oldie1 .. ' ri, .. er. Th Little ioux is much 
tlie lar'gest of these, and is probably more tl1an 100 miles 
long. 11 three of the e st1--eams are li0·htly ki1'te 1 ,1tith 
goocl timber, bl1t there is none any,"TheI·c bet,"T en them. 
The prairie is e,re1--yvvhere of the riche t soil, xcept at the 
crossing· of ma11y little deep brooks, with muddy banks, that 
seldom how timber enough to make brido-es ov r th m. 
Potto,,Tatomie consider the Little ioux as th norther11 

ere boundary of their lands, and make g·1--eat hunt alono .. it 
·nal course every ear, killing elk, deer .. , and bears. From the 
re- waters of the i1issouri, ,ve next come in about 30 miles to 
a" the upper b1--anches of the Raccoon. pproaching· tl1e 

rer b1'anche) the prairie is flat and \\7 et, and mucl1 :fillecl up ,vith 
ile, marshes and grass poncls, through ,vhich it i difficult to 
it, find a practicable route. 
to After crossing· the Raccoon, the cou11try bet,vee11 it and 

)Ul', other tributaries of the Des Moines is I'olling·, dr , and rich, 
ak.. ancl easy to march over. The Raccoon is abot1t 100 mil s 
hat long·, ancl rl1ns all the way in a deep narrow valle clotl1ed 
all~ with the richest of timber. This 1--iver is one of the most 
loDl beautiful of the territor , and will soon induce settlement 
test a11d cultivation of its borde1-♦ s along its ,vhole leng·th. 
but F1·om Lizard c1--eek of the Des Moines to the source of the 
e 3 Des Moines, ancl thence east to the St. Peter's, is a 1--ange 

of for elk ancl common clee1--, but principally elk. We saw a 
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great many of the elk on our route, and killed many of them; 
they were sometimes s en in drov of hundreds, but were 
always difficult to approach and v ry difficult to ov rtak in 
chase, except with a fleet hors and over good ground. ... To 
dependence could b placed upon this game in this country 
for the subsistence of troop marching through it. 

Tw nty-:five miles west of the source of the Des Jl,f oine , 
we struck th range of the buffalo, and continued in it.to the . 
Big ioux riv r, and down that river about 6 mile . Be­
low that we could not e any r cent sign of them. We 
found antelope in the am rano-e ,Tith the buffalo, but no 
elk, and very ldom a common de r. While among the 
buffalo, we killed a many a we wanted, and without 
trouble. 

The geological features of th rout are sufficiently no­
ticed in my journal, and nothing v ry remarkable on this 
subject was pr sented. 

The only rock e n in plac were, fir t, a limestone ledge, 
forming one bank of the De f oines at the "Iron Bank , " 
where we cro ed that river; econd, the great bed of 0 -ran­
ite in the valley of the t. Peter' ; and, third, the massive 
qua1'tz at the falls of the Bi0 • ioux. 

I was surpri ed at m eting with more ioux Indians. We 
penetrated thei1' countI'}T , ... l'}? fa1', sa,v num 1'011s trails 
and other signs of them but only came actually in con­
tact with two small roving parties on the Big ioux; and 
\Ve came upon these o suclclenly that they were forced to 
m et us. They T\-e1'e much ala1'med; approached us ,vith 
great timiclity, ancl, not""ithstanding our a su1~anre of 
friend hip, s emed to wi h to 0 ·et rid of us as soon a pos­
sible. They told us there was a tradino- house down th 
Big ioux where there were also thirty-six lodges of ioux 
Indians, all of which was entirely false, as we afterwards 
ascertained. ·v•,r e must have been s en frequently by other 
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em· . a1'ties of these Indians, who did not ,,,,ish to meet us; on 
~ere 11e occasion two or three Indians ·\\rere seen watching· us 
e in f 1,om a distance. 
No This expedition, together with the almost simultaneous 

1try :>ne made by Captain umner's compan)r f1·om Fort tkin-
;on, 10 near the valley of the St. P eter's, and to the north of 

ne... t, must ha, ... e p1 .. oduced a g·1·eat moral effect upon these ,,Tild 
the [ndians. as showing them conclusiv"el).,. that " ,,e can easily 
Be- '"hrow ca··v·alry enough into the hea1~t of thei1· count1--y to 
We 3hastise them for any wrong· the ma3.,. do to ou1' people and 
no !C•vernm en t. 

the In rega1·d to the information reql1estecl of me b ., Captain 
out J ram, of Topographical Eng·i11ee1·s, in his letter to Colonel 

[{ea1'11ey,11 dated St. Louis, Jul)"" ~5, 1 4±, on the I t1bject of 
no- :he extraordinary floods of last summe1' of the 1'1ississippi 
bi.. :tnd its tributaries, as connected with the subject of allu\rial 

fo1wations, I r egret that, for want of time and p1--oper 

ge :neans necessa1 .. y for making the nice obse1·,,,atio11s neces­
s.'' "a1~·,y· to a close investig·ation of this matter, I ,,;rill not be 
an- 1ble to furnish all the information anticipated and politely 
• 1ve 

tilS 

to 

ith 
of 

1e ·ired by Captain Cram . 
I furnish, however, with cheerfulness, all of my obser,.,.a­

ions on this subject that I think of any use. The Des 
\1oines river, at the mouth of Raccoon ri, ... er, rose 131~ feet 
~bo, ... e its common stage ; but it was at this point, and gen-
rally above, confined within its proper banks. It clid not 

Jverflo,v any of its prairie bottoms, as far as I have ob­
se1,ved, up to its extreme source. Its timbered bottoms, 
being· gene1 .. ally lower than the prairie, we1"e, many of them, 
Jove1--ed f1--om one to three feet. The earthy deposite in the 

1° Fort Atkinson, Winneshiek County, was a military post fro1n 1840 to 1849. 
ro-day it is a town of about 700 inhabitants. 

11 Stephen Watts Kearny was Colonel of the First Regiment of Dragoons. 
He signe<l his surname without the second e, bt1t a great n1any writers spell it 
n Captain Allen's way. 

VOL. XI-6 
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timbered bottoms va1~iecl ,,.,ith the depth of the overflow, an1 Mon a 

would not an3\vhere exceed a half inch in thickness fo th t 
th1·ee feet of o,.,erflo"-· This river, which I traced up care 
fully to its source, seemed to have risen in proportion to it 

3 
volume or breadth all the way up. !Jolt m b 

Thus at the Iron Banks, 100 miles abo,Te Raccoon, it ha< ,mmlrii, 
1 

risen 10½ feet, and 100 miles further up it had risen 7 feet ri 
but this river has but few tributaries above Raccoon, all<_ m .' 
d1·ains a country only extensive in lengih. It is generall~ 
broad and shallow, and much of the country along it bein! 

1 e .I.. 
flat and marshy and slow to draw off, it may never rise ir alio he 
height like some other treams of les er mag·nitude. Tb( 
next stream to notice ,,Ta a small branch of the Blue Eartl 
rive:r, which ,,,.e Cl'OS ed in latitude 44112 degrees. This littlf 
stream, not more than 20 feet broac1 and 2 feet deep, had 
risen out of its banks, ,,hich " .,e1~e feet hig·h, and had up­
rooted willo,v·s and shrubs along· its borders which had been 
the g·ro"\\.,th of yea1--s, and c1eposited them on points project­
ing into its gene1·al course. I observed the same appear­
ance on other little st1·eams in this latitude, and infer1·ed 
that they had all been much hig·he1· this yea1' than for many 
3.,ears p1·e,.,.ious. \Vhen ,ve saw the t . Peter's in latitucle 
44½ (1eg·rees, it also sho,, ... ed sig·ns of an ext1·aordinary rise. 
It had o,,.erflown all of its prope1· bottoms, and I noticed a 
deposite of , ,.eg·etable debris half a mile from its bank, and 
about 30 feet above its ordinary level. This river, where we 
saw it, was nar1--ow and swift for its quantity of water, and 
had scarcely any low bottoms for the expansion of its ,,a­
te r s at times of hig·h floods. Here it has b1--oken throug·h an 
:immense formation of granite rock, and deposited g·reat 
masses and fragments of this 1·ock in its valley for many 
miles below : ( see my journal.) 

The next l"'iver to be noted is the Big Siol1x, which we :first 
touched 38 miles east [west] of the source of the Des 
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, an \ioi11es, and in latitude about half a deg·ree below ou1· point 
' fc >n the St. Peter's. It had risen about 17 feet, covering all 

>f its bottom lands five or six feet. Great masses of d1·ift 
, .. oocl hacl been deposited on its lo,v grounds and timbe1'ed 
)ottoms but I saw no ea1--thy depo ite worthy of note. "'\"\7 e 

l l,,_ 

lli1 ·ollo"Tecl this 1·i·v·e1-- down 159 miles to it mouth, and th 
fee• ·ise had been eveI"}rwhere g·1·eater as the st1·eam i11c1·eased 

an 11 size. l. Tear its mouth it had pa1"taken of the g·1·eat 1--ise of 
raU he I\Ii souri. .t\.nd here I noticed v.rater-ma1--ks fo11r miles 

• 

lerr ·1·orn the I\1issouri, ,vhich I estjmated to be at least 25 feet 
,e t1o,"e the ordina1·y le,Tel of that ri\Ter. The J\1issouri hacl 
T leen over all of its valley by a great depth; but seeing it 

,nl~" at a11d near the mouth of th Big· ioux, I did not ob­
,erve cleposites of alluvion worthy of note. 

From the mouth of the Sioux to the Raccoon the streams 
1acl all o,Terflo,,rn thei1· banks, but had depo ited nothing· of 
:011sequence but driftwood and ,,.,.eecls. The Raccoon hacl 

ijer. >ce11 llnusually hig·h every-\vhere; all of its ,,rooc1lancl l)ot-
1ea oms ,, .. e1·e filled with drift wood timber and othe1· ,.,.eg·etal)le 
,rr lebri , u11til ,vithin 20 or 30 miles of its mouth, afte1-- ,vhich 
aan t appea1·ecl, like the Des 1Ioines, to have been con:fi11ed to its 
tu mmediate banks. The col1ntry of the ,vhole 1·oute l)as ed 

• 

r1~ ,ve1· . ho,ved everJ7"".,.here t1--aces of ,,.,.onclerf11l rains, and 
,ed •1,om all that I could observe I am of opinion that the 
at ~'reatest 1--ains occurred above any latitucle that we pene­

ei\" rated. 

at If m~~ jou1·nal can g·ive Captain Cram any fl1rther in­
~ ·01·mation than is here detailed, on the Sl1bject of his letter·, 
h tncl "rhich he has politely r equested for a most meritorious 
rre ,bject, I hope the colonel commanding the department ,vill 
1an >lace it at his service. 

fir· 
D 

FoRT DEs MorNEs, I owA TERRITORY, J anitary 4, 1 -:1:5. 
J. ALLEN, Captai1i, 1st D ragoo1is. 

Colonel S. W. KEARNEY, Comm' g tliird 1nilitary clepart-
1nent U. S. army, St. L ouis, Mo. 

' 
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J ou14 1ial of 1riarcli into tlie Indian country in tlie nortlier. 
part of I oiva Territory 12 in 1844, by company I, 1 s 
1~egi11ient of dragoons. 

Aug 1st 
a ed th1 

expand 
toward 
ra~on ; f 
1onnd one 
. nf !!eneri 

August 11. l\Ia1 .. ched from Fo1 .. t D es Moines in very goo, 
orde1" at 10 a . m.; followed the '' Oreg·on trail' ' 13 three o 
f ou1 .. miles; then left it to cross the Beaver river, a t1 .. ibu 
tary of the Des l\!Ioines; crossed it and encamped on its lef 
bank eig·ht miles f 1·om the post. Weather and prairie fair 
distance 8 miles; cou1·se W. by . 

A i,g1lst 12. We were detained till 10 o'clock to recove 
oxen that had st1·ayed during· the nig·ht. 11arched 011 t 

nar1·0,v dividing· 1·idg·e between Beaver and Des Moines, th< 
Bea·y··e1 .. running close to and nea1'ly parallel to the Def 
1ioines. Encamped at 5 p . m. on a 1 .. avine and branch oj 
that 1·ive1'; the1'e were many of these little ravines th1"'owr 
out f1·om the 1·ive1' on this day's march ; they a1 .. e very deep 
and g·i,.,.e pu1"'e sp1·ing ,vater. The ox team is "\7 ery slow and 
slug·g·ish, and sticks ,vorse in the mud than the mules; but 
all the ,vag·ons are heavily loaded, and the p1·airie is soft; 
it 1--ained ha1"d in the night. Distance 16 miles ; 14 course 
N:NW. 

12 
The Territory of Io"·a inclucled the present States of Iowa and Minnesota 

and the eastern parts of Korth and South Dakota. 
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13 
The 1nain trail to Oregon lay through the State of 11issouri via Inde­

pendence to the Platte River in Nebraska. The movement to the Far West 
seems to have attracted special interest in Io1Ya in the spring of 1843. From 
this time on emigrants from the young Territory of Io"·a became an element of 
strength in Oregon, for the pioneers of that promising country at once adopted 
almost all the statute laws of Iowa. The en1ig·rants follo1Yecl the Territorial 
roa<ls of eastern Io1va (which alone was occupied by ,Yhite settlers at that 
elate) to Fort Des Moines, the westernmost point of habitation, and from there 
westward they chose their own course overland through the country of the Sacs 
and Foxes and Pottawattamies across the Missouri River to the main trail. 
See also THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. x, pp. 415, 425. 

14 
The party must have encamped in the eastern part of the present county of 

Dallas. Since all of Captain Allen's route lay through uninhabited country, the 
counties, towns, and rivers of to-day will be refer.red to as then existing. 
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August 13. Started at 7, and soon got on a b1'oad prairie; 
assed the head of the Beave1 .. 15 about 12, whe1 .. e the p1'airie 
xpands still more; kept on the west side of the p1'ai1'ie 
Jwards the Des J\f oines; many wet places to detain the 
rag·ons; encamped at 5 on a deep and well-wooded ravine; 
:>und one bee tree with good honey. Cou1'se very crooked, 
ut g·enerally W. by N. ; clistance 17 mile .16 

Augitst 14. Marched at 7, and follo,ved up the Des 
[oines over much such country as yesterday; made 1 miles 
,.W. by . ; day and night :fine. Encamped on Bluff creek, 17 

pretty clear little brook, may be 15 or 20 miles long·; tried 
) get an observation of the pole star, but could not with our 
ttle sextant; it is too small for any nice purpose. 

August 15. :Thfarched at 6½, and soon left the Des J\foines 
1r to our right; prairie large and flat, running up close to 
1e river, where it falls off in a sudden bluff, serrated with 
eep short ravines, with good springs; passed the forks of 
1e river early in the day; saw there elk, but too far off and 
>o wild to be chased or shot; much sign of game is reported 

Jur- ..,ar the river; of elk, deer, bears, and turkeys; encamped 
t 3 on a ravine and near the river; think we are about the 

mes 

In 

rito 
t 

J th 

~utral ground.18 Course NW. ; distance 17 miles. 

August 16. Started at 7; in five or six miles saw many 
k at a distance; one drove estimated at 100; cross-ed Lizard 
15 This point was doubtless somewhere near the town of Woodward because 
e head of Beaver Creek is much farther north. 
16 Probably three or four miles south of Moingona, Boone County. 
17 Probably in the northern part of Boone County. 
18 In order to prevent clashes between these two hereditary and irreconcilable 
emies the United States government prevailed on the Sioux and the Sacs and 
,xes to cede equal shares of a strip of country forty miles wide extending 

1 ~ )m the Mississippi to the Des Moines. This was called ' 'The Neutral 
495 d', 

ry, 

oun , and became, in part, the reservation of the Winnebagoes in 1840, in 
Lich year Fort Atkinson was established among them. Fort Dodge, opposite 
~ mouth of Lizard River, dates from the year 1850. 

• 
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creek about noon, after going much out of the way to ge 
down to it; the count1'y near it is so rough; encampecl a 
2½ p. m. on this creek, at a very pretty part of it, on a higl 
bank, ,\ith a beautiful p1 .. airie all around and extending· t, 
the Des Moines; killed an elk and a deer at the site of en 
campment, and saw others. Course W. by N.; 10 mile .. 

August 17. Remained encamped to allow the men t, 
wash, and the teams to rest; killed one deer, coons, squir · 
rels waterfowls, &c.; this seems to be a fine game co11ntry 
Lizarcl creek is a pretty little branch of the Des if oine .. 
clea1--, crooked, and many ripples; when we crossed it yester 
day near its mol1th, it was 20 feet broad, 10 inches deep 
with cu1"1 .. ent of four miles per hou1 .. ; it is probably 30 mile1 
long·, ancl its valley, which is narrow and deep, is skirte( 
with timbe1' enough to support farms along each side of it 

Augi1st 18. It rained very much last nig·ht, making· th, 
prairie soft and ext1 .. emely difficult for the teams; we had t< 
double teams, and also apply the men to draw the wag·o111 
through the slues, and these were numerous; worked 011 

fa1 .. from timber, and did not find a place to encamp till 9 a 
night, ,vhen we st1--uck a deep 1·avine leading to the De: 
1\1oines, the mouth of which is called '' Dela,vare battle 
g·round, '' 19 a place where a party of some 20 Delawarei 
were all killed by the Sioux three years since. Co111 .. se NW. 
distance 10 miles. 

19 .rr orthern part of Webster County. The Indians whom Captain Allen men 
tions are identified in a report from the Fort Leavenworth Agency, dated Ser 
tember 1, 1842. It reads as follows: '' It may not be amiss for n1e to stat 
here that a party of sixteen Delawares went out last fall to make a bunt o 
the neutral ground between the Missouri and 11ississippi rivers. While pre 
paring to leave their camp one morning in October, 1841, they were :fired on b, 
a large party of Sioux, who had surrounded them; some of the Delan·ares wer 
shot down. Some of those that escaped the :first :fire spoke to a Pottawato1ni 
that was 1\-ith tnem, and told him to make his escape if he could; that the, 

intended to fight by their wounded friends until they were all killed; so the, 
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g .Augiist 19. Six horses absent this morning, and were not 
I ·eco,~ered till 9 o'clock; c1·ossed a little creek, broke a wagon 

011g·ue; went on a due north course about 5 miles, when we 
~ truck the west branch of the Des :11oines at a place called 

he '' Iron Banks;'' he1""e we crossed without trouble at a 
I ·apid ford, on a bottom of lime rock and primitive boulders; 

he river was above its meridian height, and was rising; a 
ittle below the ford is a lime tone ledge of 20 feet height, 

1h n the east bank, in their ho1·izontal strata, and much mixed 
.nd colored with oxides of iron. Above this point the 

0 
,:airie seemed to change its character, becoming rolling and 

t ry, and much mixed with sand and limestone pebbles; the 
rest branch, where we crossed it, was about one-third the 

f 

9 

D 

olume of the Des Moines at mouth of Raccoon; encamped 
n this branch 10 miles above the Iron Banks.20 General 
ourse NW. ; distance 15 miles . 

.August 20. Kept as close to the 1 .. ive1-- as the slopes and 
avines would permit, over the same kind of lime country 
l1at we met yesterday; in the afternoon struck a sluggish 
ttle stream that we attempted to head, and which led us 

9.r out into the Big Prairie, and away from timber; en­
amped at 2 p. m. on a little lake or expansion of this 
tream, about three miles from the main river.21 Course 
W.; distance 15 miles. 

August 21. Made an early start, but found the country 

<l, and were all killed. The Pottawatomie got home, but was badly wounded. 
he Delawares say that the Sioux committed this murderous outrage on them 
thout any cause or offence whatever, and they have not attempted to re­
nge themselves in any way, but that they have a hea,ry charge against the 
oux: first, for the murdering sixteen men; for all the horses they had with 
em, riding saddles and pack saddles, guns, traps, blankets, clothing, and 
mp equipage. All these things the Delaware chiefs requested me to report 
you.''- United States Executive Documents, 3d Session, 27th Congress, No. 
p. 429. See also p. 419. 
20 West of the town of Rutland, Humboldt County. 
21 On Prairie Creek in southwestern Palo Alto County. 
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so wet a.nd the slues so numerous, that our progress was 
slow and difficult; the ,,.,.ag·ons, being yet heavily loaded, cut , 
deep into the ,vet g1·ound, and stuck fast in every mire till 
pulled out b}r the main streng·th of tl1e command; the men 
were all the tjme muddy and wet, and more fatigued than 
on any previous clay; about five in the afternoon, while we 
were fast in a mudhole, there came a t1"emendous storm 
from the north, ,vith torrents of rain; and nig·ht and pitch . 
darkness, with rain, thunder, and cold, found us three or 
four miles f1"om timber, ancl unable to go furthe1--; there was 
no firm ground about us, and there we spent the nig·ht as "re 
best could, "Tithout fi1--e, shelter, or food. Cou1"se . ; 15 
miles. 

Augitst 22. It took all of this day to make six miles 
through this soft prairie, flooded by the rain of yesterday 
and last night; encamped at sunset on a pretty little lake 4 
miles long and 300 or 400 yards broad, having a rich looking· 
little island near the cent1"e; there a1--e many small groves of 
:fine tjmber skirting this lake,22 in one of which we en­
campec1. Col11--se "\V. ; distance 6 miles. 

Aitgust 23. Laid still to-day, and sent back to bring· up 
the ox-team that had been left the day before yesterday 
about 8 miles from here; it could not be mo,"7ed for the 
floods of the slues; abundance of swan, geese, and ducks on 
this lake, and much sign of otter all a1--ound it; one of the 
men shot an elk, bt1t did not get him ; killed plenty of f o,,. I, 
but no fish; I believe the otter frightened the fish from the 
shores. 

August 24. Remained encamped, and got the ox-team in 
about sunset, much wearied; the weather is now fine, but the 
prairie is yet flooded. 

August 25. Marched at 7; in eight miles struck a large 
2

2 Medium Lake near Emmetsburg. 
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g1--assy slue or p1--airie stream connecting t,vo lakes; it ,vas 
100 ~-a1--ds broad and s,vimming· deep; I was obliged to ferry 
eve1--ything· ac1--oss in the ponton wagon bed, and to s,,Tim 
the ho1'ses; this occupied the whole day till dark, ,,Then ,.\'.'e 

,ve11t on t,,o miles more to reach timber, which was found 
on a la1·g·e irregular glassy lake23 that seems to belong to a 
chain 01 .. se1--ies of small lakes, forming, as we suppose, the 
sou1"ces of the ,\est branches of the Des 11oines, that we a1·e 
following· up; the tim be1-- of this river is seen off to our left 
about th1'ee miles, but cannot be app1 .. oachecl nearer by rea­
son of these lakes. Jones, a citizen, emplo}·ed as a guide, 
gave up his occupation some days ag·o ; says he kno,vs noth­
ing· of this count1--y; was ne·\'"er nea1" so hig·h up, and never 
heard of such a count1--y as we are now in; so I am g·uide 
myself. Course W. by . ; distance 10 miles. 

August 26. We spent the whole of this day in fruitless 
search of a "·a3· to lead us th1--ough these interminable lakes; 
determinecl finally at nig·ht to c1--oss a strait between two of 
them,24 and with that object encamped on the south side of 
it, six miles no1--th of encampment of last nig·ht. The g·rass 
of this col1ntry is tall and luxuriant, remarkably so for so 
high a latitude, but the whole country is good for nothing, 
except for the seclusion and safety it affords to the numer­
ous water fowl that are hatched and grown in it. Course 
N.; distance 6 miles. 

A1igust 27. Crossed the st1--ait at the point chosen ester­
day; it -was 200 yards broad, and s,vimming all the way; got 
all over at 2 p. m., and went on eight miles and encamped 
on the broad prairie, six or seven miles from any timber; 
,ve can see timber to the east of us, surmised to be that of 
the Blue Earth river of the t. Peter's ;25 the surface of the 

2s Either Crane or High Lake, Emmet County. 

2-1 Swan Lake, Emmet County. 
25 They no doubt saw timber on the East Branch of the Des Moines River. 
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country is getting more broken and irregular, as though we 
were approaching the sources of its streams. Course NvV. ; 
distance 8 miles. 

August 28. Marched ea1 .. lJ'", and sent Lieutenant Calhoun 
with Jones, the guide, to explore the timber seen off to our 
right, and thought to be that of the Blue Earth river; they 
returned to the command about sunset, and reported that 
they found a 1ake26 7 or 10 miles long, of beautiful char­
acter, "\"\7ith b1--ight pebbled shores, and well-timbered bor­
ders, having· a small stream running into it f1"om the 
westward, and also an outlet to the eastward, which they 
followed down about 10 miles, passing in that distance 
several little lakes or expansions of the outlet, which, i.vhen 
they left it, had grown to a stream, 20 or 30 feet broad, 3 or 
4 feet deep, and running with a gentle current in a direction 
a little east of north; this str eam being some distance above 
the sources of the east branch of the Des Moines, and ap­
parently running· to the no1·thwa1 .. d,27 I infer that it is a 
branch of the Blue Earth river, else an unknown tributary 
of the "Big Cedar." Lieutenant Potter was sent to the left 
to explore the Des Moines, which we had not seen for sev­
eral days; we had departed from it about seven miles to the 
eastward. I continued my general course (north,vest) and 
in eight miles came to a lake three miles long and three 
quarters of a mile broad, clear and pretty, with hard high 
banks all around it, and heavy timber on the end towards 
the Des Moines. My course led me to the Des Moines in the 

26 
Turtle Lake, partly in Iowa and partly in Minnesota. Captain Allen's 

geography is uncertain here or else the surface of the country has changed 
since his day. icollet's map is certainly not the modern one. .Judging from 
the distances traveled each day, the party must have reached a point some­
where west of Turtle Lake which is to-day the source of the East Branch of 
the Des Moines River. Perhaps Iowa Lake is meant. See Winchell's His­
torical Sketch, of Explorations and Surveys i n M innesota, p. 80. 

27 

This description tallies with Nicollet 's map but cannot be accepted to-day. 
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afternoon, °\\7 here, in cro sing a little stream, I broke a wag-
011 and encamped; the 1"'i,7 er here shows only little groves of 
timber at great intervals; is of a reddish muddy color, 30 
feet broad, 2 feet deep, '\\7ith a current of three miles per 
hou1 .. ; its valley is narro,v, and the bluffs that border it are 
high, broken, and steep ; country passed to-day high and 
sandy and poor ;28 killed a deer. Course W.; distance 12 
miles. 

A 1,gu st 29. The prairie ,,ras good, high, and dry all day; 
encamped on a little lake half a mile long· and a quarter of a 
mile b1 .. oad, without outlet, 2 miles east of the river.29 

Course N \V. by . ; distance 23 miles. 

Augi,st 30. Marched north five miles to a little lake,30 

like that of last night, that we passed on our left, and con­
tinued W. seven miles over a wonderfully broken sur­
f ace, 1 .. ising and falling in high knobs and deep ravines, with 
numerous little lakes in the deep valleys, some of them clear 
and pretty, and others grassy; struck the Des 1foines at 
121/4 p. m., and followed it up three miles, when the ri er 
turned suddenly round to the bluff bordering a ravine; the 
Des l\f oines is yet a respectable stream, as thoug·h it was 50 
or 60 miles longer; I will leave it to-morrow, and try to find 
it again in a direction W. by N., as I think this great turn 
to the south is only a great bend out of its natu1--al course.31 

I sent Lieutenant Calhoun to ascend some high bluffs that 
were seen at a distance on the west side of the ri,rer last 
evening; he reports them to be 150 or 200 feet above the 
general level of the country, as they seemed to be from our 
distance; he found on the highest peak an artificial mo11nd 
of stone, and I found on the east side of the river, five or six 

28 Southeastern eorner of Jaekson County, Minnesota. 
2 9 Probably Fish or Eagle Lake. 
30 Bingham or Independence Lake may be referred to. 

31 Cottonwood County. 
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miles from this peak a loo e take e,·id ntly placed ther by 
whit men; I thou 0 ·ht it wa. probab),- on the route of Cap­
tain Boone an l aptain anfield from Fort Leavenworth to 
Fort 811 Hing, 1nade some J ear ince, thou 0 ·h I could see 
no other trace of their n1arch. our XiY. by l'V.; di tance 
20 mile . 

A11g11st 31. , pent much of thi cla? in pur uit of lk that 
"\\Te coulcl not o\~e1~tal{ ; chn eel ancl killecl a lar 0 ·e black bea1· · 
found out on th prairi ; the bear beino· driven into the 
n1id. t of the column, 1nad a co 1 id rabl comn1otion amono­
the hor. e and teams and it eem d a though very man 
in the co1nmand had taken one or mor . hot at hirn before 
he wa brou 0 ht down; enran1ped at 12½ p. m. on a small 
lake (two mil long and half mile broad) which i evidently 
a J)art of tl1e D l\1oi11e 1·i, .. 1· · I pent the afte1·noon in 
exploring the country " ·ith a vie"' to determine our future 
march in s arch of thr ource of the De ~foine and of the 
Blue Earth river; as the Des l\foine eems to extend much 
further up, I hav dei rmin d to leave a portion of the com­
mand at this point,32 \\h re they may r t for some day , 
whilst I hall continue to explore ,vith another portion. 

0111· e 1 T"\"\7• b:v W. · cli tanc 12 miles. ., 

epte1liber 1. Left Li 11tenant oble and 25 m n en-
camped, and marched with all of the other officers and 25 
dragoons, and one t am carrying pro vi ion for even days, 
in s arch of th source of the Des l\f oine and the Blu 
Earth river· I had been told that the Blue Earth river wa 
due " 'e t from the hea I of the Des l\foin s, but I began to 
suspect that it was further south · I continued to follow up 
the Des l\foin s, pas ing o,· r high prairie hill for 10 or 12 
miles, until, from a principal eminence, I aw a laro-e grove 
of timber, W. ½ \:V., 12 or 14 miles off; marched for it, 

32 
On the boundary between Murray and Cottonwoo.d counties. 
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e by and found it to be the timber of a large irregular lake,33 

' 
Jap. from which the 1--iver flowed in a good sized outlet of deep 
h to wate1-- and muddy banks; the lake is about six miles long·, 

ee but at first resembles a se1--ies of mall lakes, because of 
tnce long crooked points of heavily timbered land running into 

it in all directions; I take this to be the highest sour ce of the 
hat Des 1Ioines that is worth noticing· as such; it seems to have 

a little inlet f1 .. om the no1·th,vard, but of no size or character. 
ear 
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TJ1ere a1--e many small lakes clotti11g· the prairie as far as \'-te 
can see, around this la1--ge one, all of ,vhich a1·e p1 .. obably 
J.rained by the river th1 .. ough the loose sancl soil unc1er the 
surface; encamped on one of the5e little lakes, a quarte1 .. of 
a mile from the la1 .. g·e1 .. one. Gene1 .. al course J.: \\T. by vV.; 
distance 25 miles. 

Septe11iber 2. Sent a solclie1' back to Lieutenant oble 
with inst1 .. uctions to mo,re his camp up as fa1' as ou1· en­
campment of last night; and, ass11ming· that I had 110,,T 
reached the source of the longest a11cl most no1·the1·ly b1·anch 
of the Des 11oines, I took a ne,,,. co11rse, . 1/2 "\V., ,vith a 
motive to extend the examination of the country. In the 
first four miles, ,ve struck a la1--ge t1·ail runni11g· east a11cl 
west, which much resembled a c1rag·oon t1 .. ail, ancl ,, ... as 
thought at first to be that of Captain Sl1mne1' 's companJr ; 
but I did not think that aptain Sl1mne1 .. had been so fa1· 
,vest and north, and a closer examination led me to Sl1ppose 
it to be a Sioux hunting trail, " rhich had been t1·a,yelled for .. 
}

7 ears; some of the men thought they found ,,Tag·on t1·acks 
on it, but I coulc1 see no sign of this kincl, except such as I 
thoug·ht might have been made by the ends of the lo<lg 
poles that the Sioux carry on horses with one end drag·ging 
on the ground; there were, ho\\7 ever, clistinct marks of sliod 
horses going ,vestvv-ard, ancl it may be that Captain Sumner 

33 Shetek Lake. 



94 IOWA JOUR AL OF HI TORY A D POLITICS 

marched on it for some purpose. V\rhe1·e ,ve crossed his 
trail "\\Te sa,,1 four elk, and killed t,vo of them, one in full 
chase, and the other running fast after a "Tound by a still 
shot. I do not like elk meat; it has a coarse fibre, is unlike 
the deer, and I think a mule ,vould taste about as well. The 
gI·ound passed over· to-day was g·enerally hig·h, dry, and 
1--ich, and the g·rass g·ood. Encamped near the base of some 
hig·h mound , on a little st1--eam 34 running· eastwa1 .. d, which . 
is e,ridently a t1~ibutary of the t. Peter's l"iver. Course N. 
½ W.; clistance 15 miles. 

S epte1riber 3. l\Iarched on the same general course as 
yeste1 .. day; in the early part of the day crossed two trails 
nea1· tog·ether, anc1 botl1 runr1ing east and west; on the first 
we ag·ain sa,v shod ho1--se tracks, ,vhich made it appear to 
mo t of the g·entlemen as Captain Sumner's retu1·n trail: it 
may be so, but I doubt it. On the 1 th mile, we struck and 
crossed a la1--ge creek, ( t,, ... enty feet broad, two feet deep, and 
current of four miles pe1· hour,) thoug·ht to be a branch of 
the Blue Earth rive1 .. ;3 5 encamped fou1 .. miles beyond it at a 
small g1 .. ove of 1--ich land timbe1·, which ,vas nearly sur­
rounded b}1 deep g·1·assy marshes; this is a miserable coun­
try, full of s,,Tamps, and no timber except in sparse little 
g·roves on the borders of brooks and lakes. This will be my 
furthest point north; to-morrow I go east. Course N. ½ 
W. ; distance 22 miles. ~ 

S epte11iber 4. Ma1--ched as nearly east as possible for six 
hours, when we crossed the same stream we crossed yester­
day afte1--noon, but 20 miles lo'11 er do\vn; this stream ran 
NW., and we followed it down five miles when we suddenly 
came to a Iarg·e rive1 .. for this country, ,vhich is evidently 
the St. Peter's ri,1er; it is nearly as larg·e as the Des l\foines 

34 Probably Cottonwood River. 
35 

Either the Redwood River or the northern fork of Yellow Medicine Ri,·er. 
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l hi below Raccoon; runs in a deep ,Tall y one mile broad, be­
full tween very hig·h and tim be1--ed bluffs; the valley is itself 
till much elevated above the river, and i not what is called 

I 

alike 
The 

bottom land; it is ,vithout timber except on the borders of 
the stream, and is covered with detached masses of granite 

and rock, some of them covering acres; Lieutenant Potter, who 
;ome was sent to explore the river above as oon as it ,vas dis­
hich covered, report that about fol1r miles abo\Te, he found hig·h 

N bluffs of primiti,,.e 1--ock on both icles of the river, and this e I 

e a 
·ail 
first 

is surely the f 01·mation from ,vhich the valley belo,v has 
hsen filled ,vith fragments. \\Te heard t,vo or three shots 
fired at a distance on the opposite side of the river, and 
supposed we were near ioux Indians ; but, thoug·h ,ve fired 
in answer to them, and put up rockets at night, no Indians 

r to made their appea1,ance. The valley of this river at this 
1: it place is remarkable, that it continues in a st1·aig·ht line as 
and far as ,,re can see, and ,vith about unifo1·m breadth, ,vith 

' 
ana high, ,,.ery steep tim ber--ed bluffs rising from it to the g·en-
h of eral surface of the country on either-- side. The 1·iver ,vinds 
at 8 throug·h this valley, and may be crossed at rapids without 
ur- running m11ch into ,vag·on beds, thoug·h in most places it 

)Ull· ,vould swim a horse, and seemed no,v to be in medium stag·e. 
ittle It is strange that although we a1--e evidently very far in the 
mr 

' 
1. 

' -

• 
. Jl 

ter· 
ran 

~nlY 
utlY 
ine 

Sioux country, ,ve have not yet seen a buffalo or a ioux 
Indian. This country is too poor, bleak, ancl broken to at­
tract ,vhite men much, but it looks ,vild enough for an In­
dian and is remote enoug·h for all large game. Encamped 
in the valley of the river. Course E.; distance 22 miles. 

Septe1nber 5. Marched down the valley of the river four 
or five miles with a view to see more of its character, and 
then to make a circuit back to Lieutenant Noble's camp on 
the source of the Des Moines; the valley all the way was 
filled with marsh ponds and the g·r eat irreg·ular masses of 
broken primitive rock bef 01--e mentioned, making it very 

• 



• 

96 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITI S 

difficult to ma1--ch along· it at all; on leaving it, ,ve rose a ,Ter) 
hig·h and steep wooded bluff to the g·eneral level of the 
countr).,. ; then took a course ,,7• by ., on 1\.,.hich ,ve marched 
over the p1·ai1·ie 30 miles, and until at nig·ht, befo1·e 
we found timber. Encampecl on a respectable little creek, 
which ,,.,.e hac1 encamped on g·oing· out, and ,,.,.hich ,,,.e take to 
be one of the b1 .. anches of the Blue Earth river.3 G \\'hole 
distance to-cla}.,., 35 miles. 

the head 
tt ha ab 
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Septe11iber 6. R eachec1 tl1e ource of the Des 1Ioines anc1 
Liel1tenant 1 oble 's camp late in the afternoon, afte1' a ha1·d 
clay's march; Lieutenant .A. oble l1ad reached his present 
camp t,vo c1a}'"S befo1'e, ha,.,i11g· moved up his detachme11t 
from the point ,,,.here I left it on the 1st instant, ag1 .. ee­
ably to i11st1·uctions sent back to him f1 .. om this point. ..All 
the col1nt1 .. y we ha,.,e seen, on this t1·ip to the t. Peter's, is 
of an almost ,,.,.01·thless descri1)tion, being· broken, poor, and 
marsh).,., ancl ,, .. ithout any timbe1· of consequence; the hills 
are of a sanely poor soil of lime and primiti,.,.e pebbles, ancl 
the ,.ralleys a1'e deep marshy slues, ,, ... ith tall heazy g·rass; 
it is a tedious and difficult count1 .. y fo1' ope1"ations of t1'oops, 
though nea1' the t. Pete1·'s it does not offer many hiding· 
places fo1 .. the Inclians. Distance to-day, 22 miles. 

· conr e We 

S epte11iber 7 a1id 8. Remained encamped on an arm of 
this pretty and sing·ular lake, and took Ollr latitude f1 .. om 
several observations of the sun meridia11; made it 43 de­
g·rees 571 4211

• I ha,.,.e not, ho,vever, much confidence in the 
accl1racy of ou1· little sextant, and think it probable that our 
latitude is hig·he1 .. than here shown. This lake is filled with 
,vater-fowl, and the camp is stocked with ducks; to-mo1'row 
I march ,vest in search of the Big Sioux river. 

Septembe1· 9. The lake that we left this morning· is surely 

36 All these streams flow into the St. Peter's or Minnesota River so that it is 
doubtful whether Captain Allen's party ever really saw the head of the Blue 
Earth River. 
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ver~ the head of the Des Moines river,· we crossed the only inlet 
: tht 

it has about two miles above the lake, where it is only a little 
;lue; I do not find any lake on the maps corresponding with 

~for 
~his, and I infer that it has not hitherto been explored by 

reek 
1ny of the map-makers; I have named it the '' Lake of the 

ke t 
'Jaks,'' from the forests of immense white oak trees that 

7hol 
Jorder it and cover its peninsula .37 Leaving thi lake, our 
}ourse was NW. by W., on a large, high, level and dry prai-

an 'ie, that seems like the dividing elevation between the 
hafl'. vaters of large rivers; it divide here the tributaries of the 
1set· liissouri from those of the Missi sippi. This prairie, like 

111 of this upper countr , is dotted over with little lakes, 
~re ;hough to-day we have seen the timber of only three or four, 

,.. 1nd have touched only one of them; ,ve passed much sign of 
I 

's, 1 )uffalo, but have not yet seen the animal. Encamped near 
, an ,unset on the border of a slue, in the open prairie, there 
hill )eing no timber in sight; the night cold, cloudy, and rain. 
an -1ourse NW. by W. ; 22 miles distance. 

rass 
September 10. Continued our course on the Big Prairie, 

Jop~ tnd in the first eight miles saw three buffalo g·razing on an 
idin- \llinence about a mile ahead, the first we had anywhere 

;een. I halted the command in a depression of the prairie, 
1.11 tnd, taking some of the officers and men, made a circuit of 
fro he animals, and put them in full chase straight to the com-
1 d& nand, at a halt, and by this means easily killed all three in 
rr tt ess than half an hour. Lieutenant Potter killed the first 
tot: >ne in full chase by the first shot of his pistol. They were 
wit )ulls, and rather lean; but being our first buffalo, we took 
rro t quantity of the meat. The day was cold, moist, and dis-

tgreeable; marched on eight miles further, striking, at 3 
are, ). m., a deep looking river running· almost due south, and 

ts broad as the Raccoon at Fort Des Moines. This is evi­
t j' 
e B 37 This lake escaped the notice of Nicollet, f or it is not shown on the map 

1ublished in 1843 after his death. Captain Allen probably referred to this map. 

VOL. XI-7 



98 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY A D POLITICS 

dently a river of the 1Ii ou1'i, and we are inclined to thin] 
it the Big ioux,38 but have some doubt on this; ,ve ought 
before reaching~ tl1e Big ioux, to have crossed a long strean 
shown on the maps as Floyd's ri,rer; but since leaving th, 
Des Moines, "\\Te have not touched or seen such a ri, ... er 
Some ioux Indians came to our encampment at the poin 
whe1'e \\te struck this ri,rer. They composed two or thre• 
lodges of a roving· band of pr'airie Indians, ,vho seemed t< 
be wandering· he1"e ,,rith the buffalo. They approached U! 

with the g·reatest timidity, t,vo only at :first, and then threE 
others; and they, pro babl)r, \\"Ould not have come to us a l 

all, if we had not surprised them in a place where the3 
could not escape ou1' observation. I had no interprete1 
through whom to speak to them; one of the dragoons spokE 
a few words of their language, but all he could understand 
of ,vhat they said ""as, that they lived on the St. Peter'~ 
river high up, and that we would :find a trading-house on 
the river we were then on, three days down it. We caug·ht 
a great many small fish in this river, but buffalo - meat of 

tlie bulls - seems to be the rag·e for"' to-night. The country 
to-day has been slig·htly rolli11g·, but good for marcl1ing; the 
grass here is very luxuriant. Course W. by S. ; distance 16 
miles. 

September 11. Last night a heavy white frost, the :first 
that we have experienced; determined to follow down the 
river, at least to the trading-house spoken of by the In­
dians, so marched out on the bluffs. In a few miles, killed 
a lone buffalo bull, and soon after came upon two lodges 
more of Sioux Indians. They were also much alarmed at 
our approach, and three men of them, whom we :first saw 
near their lodg·es on horses, came to us at full gallop, and in 
great agitation. After I had explained to them, as well as 
I could, that we were friends, and were traveling· throug·h 

ss Probably in Moody County, South Dakota. · 
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lllll' their country on a mission of friendship, they seemed much 
g plea ed, and the principal man galloped off to his lodg·e and 
ea IJ.oisted a little American flag; and as ,ve passed his lodge, 
tc offered us the meat of one or two buffaloes that were curing 

ver about his camp. The e lodges we1,e on the bald pr--airie, far 
• 

oin f1~om timber and seem to be only a stopping place to cur 
ir and eat the meat they had killed near it. This is urely a 
l t fine buffalo country, the prairie is cut up ".,.ith their trails 
l n i11 all di1,ections, and we have seen many small parties 
ir :lu1--ing· the day, but, as yet, no large h 1,d. Just before we 
: 8 \,·ent into camp, I saw several at a distance that I took to be 
he, Jo\\·s, and allowed some of the men to gi,1 e them cha e. 
~te They soon killed four, but all bulls again, and we do not 
iok 1eed the meat, except the tong--ues and ma1,row-bone . In 
8 ;he afternoon, Jones killed an antelope, and we saw ten 
er' nore in a short distance among gentle hills of the prairie; 

[ was surprised to meet them in this country; ,vent late 
tgh lown to the river to encamp, and did not g·et a good site, th 
t imbe1-- being very scarce on the borders of the river. 32 

niles distance; course SW. by S. 

September 12. Twelve horses and mules were missing 
ll 

his morning, and under a strong suspicion that the Sioux 
1ad been among them - some known to have been picketed 

~ 

1r· n the best manner are among them. Three of mine, one of 
th ) r. Griffin's, and two of Lieutenant Potter's, are also in the 
Ir 1umber. I remained encamped all of the day, sending 

ll~ >arties in all directions in search of the missing horses, and 
lge ecovered all except four. Lieutenant Potter and Dr. Grif­
l e 111 and four dragoons are yet out, and will be out all night; 
5a t is very unusual for any of the horses to stray from camp 
l~ .t night, at this distance and time from home. Last night 
I & 1as very dark; the horses were picketed in very tall grass, 
og 1here sentinels could not watch them closely, and I think it 

ery probable that Indians came in and loosened and drove 
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off all that are g·one, and have pr obably secured some of 
them. The Sioux are great r ascals, and capable of all kinds 
of theft. 

September 13. ent out a party on our back trail, and 
marched on do\vn the river. In about twelve miles, came to 
a great and picturesque fall39 of the r iver, where we found 
Doctor Griffin and Lieutenant Potter and party, who had 
been searching for lost horses, and encamped here last · 
night; they had seen no traces of them, and had resigned 
themselves to their loss. Doctor G. and Lieutenant P. were 
sitting· on a rock, and '' smoking away their horses to the 

ioux," ( referring to the Indian custom of giving away 
horse on a ceremony of smoking.) These falls present a 
1·emarkable feature of the river and country; the ri,·er, 
until no\\7

, l'unning· nearly due south, makes above the falls 
a benc1 to the west, and round to northeast, and passes the 
fall in a due east course, and continues below in a north­
ea t cou1·se for six miles, when it resumes its former 
direction. The 1 .. ock of these falls is massive qua1·tz, and is 
the :first rock formation, or rock i1i place, that we have seen 
since we left the St. Peter's river. It crosses the river here 
north and south, and is not seen elsewhere, the bluffs or 
g·eneral level of the country cove1 .. ing it some 250 feet. The 
fall, as near as I could measure it, is 100 feet in 400 yards, 
and is made up of several perpendicular falls - one 20, one 
18, and one 10 feet. The rock in the cour se and on the 
borders of the stream is split, broken, and piled up in the 
most i1 .. reg·ular and fantastic shapes, and presents deep and 
frig·htful chasms, extending from the stream in all direc­
tions. There is no timber here on the borders or bluffs, and 
only a little on a small island at the head of the rapids. 
After spencling an hour 01' two at these rapids, moved down 
the rive1· 12 miles, and encamped on a little st1--eam nea1· the 

so Sioux Falls. 
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nain 1·i·y,er . A s ,ve were g·oing· into camp, sa,v a he1--d of 
1101'e than 100 buffaloes at the site of the encampment, g~a,~e 
~hem chase, and killed t,vo cows and a calf, which (it being 
lark when they were slaughter ed ) were left on the p1·airi 
:or the nig·ht, ,vith the hunter s to guard them f1 .. om the 
.,rol,·es. Distance 24 miles ; course E . The pa1--tjr sent to 
1unt hor ses this morning· came up at night, found none · o 
;he fou1" ~y .. et lost are abandoned - one ho1"se ancl one ml1le 
Jeing· public.40 

Septe11iber 14. W ent a little out of our cou1 .. se t o pick lll) 

✓he meat killed last nig·ht, and continued over a r oug·h cou11-
l'Y, much cut up by various and little br ooks ; encamped at 

the mouth of one of them, and killed a buffalo bull st anding 
9-cross the river, six men fi1 .. ing· at him by volley, and ach 
ball taking· effect . Buffalo have been in sight almost al­
\' a}TS since ,,re st1--uck this river, and ,ve mig·ht have killed 
huncl1·ed by delaying· for the purpose. Dist ance 1 miles · 
~ol11 .. se . by E.41 

Septe11iber 15. Ascended very high bluffs, and marcl1ed 
4° Captain Sun1ner of Fort Atkinson was joined by Captain Allen one year 

later to n1ake a n1arch to the Sioux ,·illages on the St. Peter's or 1\:Iinncsota 
River. In his l'eport to headquarters he n·rites: '' In the suu11ner of 1844, 
Captain Allen, while on a march in the S1011x Country, lost a government horse 
and mule, and two horses belonging to officers of his command. These animals 
\,ere stolen by an Indian. I heard of this man frequently. He had been 
running about the country boasting of this feat, and I detern1ined to arrest hi111 
tf possible, as it appeared to me highly important that all Indians shot1ld be 
rnade to know that the horses of the government, on service in the Indian cot1n­
try) are inviolable, and that they cannot be touched by them ~ithout the certain­
ty of punishment at the time, or afterwards. I arrested this Inuian at Traverse 
:les Sioux; but as there was no testimony against him, that would convict h1111 

before a court, I thought it inadvisable to turn him over to the ci'\'"il authority. 
I sent him clown to F ort Snelling, r equesting Captain Backus to keep l1im in 
close confinement until he heard from division headquarters on the subject. I 
\Yould respectft1lly refer this case to the commanding general of division. The 
Indian "'111 not be r eleased till orders to that effect are receive(l at Fort Snell­
ing.''- United States Senate Documents, 1st Session, 29th Congress, ... o. 1, 
p. 219. t 

41 This day's route lay through Lyon County, I owa. 
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SE. over smooth prairie till 12, then S. W. till 4½ p . m. ; Septe 
at 1 struck a clear little river coming down from the east, , camped 
,,hich I take to be the stream at the mouth of which the ob,erva· 
Indians we first met told us we would find a trading house; 
saw ,vhat we supposed to be a party of I ndians far to our 
left, in the forenoon, but it may have been buffalo. Fol­
lo,\-red do,\-n the clear stream, and encamped near its mo11tb 
on the main river. 1Ve can see no signs of a trading·-house 
he1·e, no trails or appearance of near habitation, and I be­
lieve the I ndians have lied to us 1--especting· the existence of 
a trading·-house in tl.,is country. The little st1,eam, above 
l'ef er1·ecl to, is 30 feet broad, 2½ feet deep, and runs th1"ee 
miles pe1-- ho11r; the banks a1·e lo,v, and it runs ove1" pebbles 
and sand. 42 General course . ; distance 22 miles. 

epte1,iber 16. Crossed the clear st1--eam near its mouth, 
ancl ag·ain ascended the biuff s, ,vhich he1"e a1·e near 300 feet 
hig·h, and much broken - the breaks 1--unning· far 011t from 
the main 1--ive1-- ; the obstructions forced 11s to lea,Te the 
1·i,re1· f a1· 011 our rig·ht, and macle the line of our march ,:re1·y 
c1--ooked. I sent t,vo men to follow the river as closely as 
p1--acticable, and look if the1--e ,vere any appearances of a 
tr·ading-ho11se in the neig·hborhood. They found none, ancl 
so it is demonstrated that the Indians ha, .. e basely liecl ancl 
clecei,;-red us in this respect, and fo1" ,,That pu1·pose, I am 1111-
able to conceive. It is said of the io11x, that they a1·e 
proude1· of, and more habituated to, 13 .. ing· than truth-telling·, 
and here is p1 .. etty g·ood evidence in suppo1--t of the cha1·g·e. 
Encamped on a slue at a bunch of ,,Tillo,,ts far out 011 the 
p1 .. airie,43 horses and mules much fatig·ued; we ha, ... e not 
seen any buffalo to-day, nor any fresh sign of them; we are 
apparently out of their p1·esent 1--ange. Distance 20 miles; 
course S. by W. 

42 Rock River, Sioux County. 

43 In Plymouth County. 
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m. Septe1nber 17. Marched SW. to st1 .. ike the rive1·, and en-
ea~t Jamped on it at 11 a . m ., to rest the horses and get an 

th observation for latitude. The river he1"e i a larg·e st1"eam, 
u .. e large1-- than the Des 11:oines, belo,v Raccoon, not quite so 
our b1--oad, but is deeper, and runs mo1 .. e water. It has in­

Fo 31 .. eased m11ch since we last sa,v it, ( 30 miles above,) ancl 
out must have received tributaries from the '\\rest that w could 
OU not see for our distance from it. The bluffs here are not 
. be- "" O abrupt as above, and the bottoms are b1·oacler.. and 

eo mo1·e fertile; but the timber of the 1--iver does not increa e, 
)OY only a few elms and willows skirting· the banks, ,vhicl1 are 
lir 1leep ancl muddy like those of streams nea1-- the 1i souri. 
1ble, I cannot yet determine what rive1-- this maJT be, wheth 1· 

Floyd's ri,Ter or the Big ioux. I shall f ollo,,r it clown 
utl further, and see more of its cha1 .. acte1--; a11d if the season 

,vere not so late, I would cross it and explore further ,vest. 
But my horses are much worn, and the g·rass and p1"airie ron: 

fee 

aI·e killed by the f1·ost, and it is incumbent to hu1·r)T home. 
The river here seems to abound in catfish; the men caug·ht 

refT 
20 or 30 large ones in a few hou1's with fish-hooks. Dis-

th 

T 8' 
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an 
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l•(1 
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le 

tance 10 miles ;4 4 cour e SW. 

Septerriber 18. Continued do~rn the 1 .. i,rer ,i;.rith the g·1--eat­
est difficulty, ha,ring to rise and descend the bluffs, ,\rhich 
ha,Te increased in height and steepness. After' g·oing 0 1.rer 
sev,.eral points, fell ag·ain into the valley of the rive1--, and 
soon saw a great opening to the west\vard, \\7hich I at once 
recognised as the valley of the l\fissou1--i. I had not ex­
pected to meet that river for 30 miles yet, and was sur-
prised at seeing it here; though as ouR ri,Ter here only runs 
i11to the valley of the 1\1:issouri, it may yet be several miles 
to its mouth. Encamped early, on a little brook, to feed on 
luxuriant pea-vine in its little shaded valley. Course S.; 
distance 16 miles. 

44 Still in Plymouth County. 
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r t 

da 

ma 
l t e. 

Septe1nber 19. Endea,ro1'ed to follo"-1" down the valley of 
the river, but could not; it ,,-ashes the bluffs so often in its 
bends, we ,,Te1'e again d1 .. iven over the bluffs, which here are 
500 01 .. 600 feet high, and broken almost every mile by deep 
ravines, that, from the heights, look like g1--eat chasms in the 
earth. Of couJ· e we had all sorts of trouble, upset one 
wag·on t"rice, killed one mule, and broke anothe1 .. wag·on 
squa1'e off at the hounds. The romance of marching . 

~a th1'oug·h a wilderness cot1nt1'y is much abated. General V 
• 

course . ; distance 10 miles.45 

epteniber 20. Remai11ed e11camped to repair wagons; 
but, in the meantime, I dete1·mined to find the mouth of the 
river that we had traced o far. Docto1 .. G1--iffin, Lieutenant 
Calhoun, Lieutenant Potter, and J. C. Calhoun, jr., volun­
teered to accompany me, and leaving Lieutenant Noble in 
charg·e of the camp, ,ve set out early for this purpose. We 
encountered bluffs, 1 .. a,rines, vine, valleys, tall grass, and 
swamp, and plum-bush, and willo,v thickets, worse than any 
thing we had seen; but wo1'ked our way along·, and, in the 
distance of seven miles, 1--eached 1"eally the point where this 
river unites ,,rith the J\Iisso11ri. It comes to the J\Iissouri in 
a dl1e south course, and the 11issou1'i meets it perpendicu­
larly, as coming· from the west. Both, at their junction, 
wash the base of a steep bl11ff, some 500 feet hig·h, and the 
g·reat river then pursues its general course to the south­
ward and eastward. Opposite to this point, there appears 
to be a larg·e island of the Missouri, but we could not see 
enoug·h to know if it were really an island, or a peninsula in 
one of the g·reat bends of this river. I have learned all I 
can, now, of the river which we have followed down to its 
mouth. I shall consider it the Big Sioux, until I shall be 
Letter informed. To-morrow I shall march for home by the 

45 Southwestern corner of Plymouth County. 
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11ea1·e t route I can :find. It ha rained mo t of the day, and 
is cold and disag·reeable. 

Se1Jte11iber 21. pent th whol day at hard labor in 
making· ten miles out from the 1 .. iver ov r the e t rrible 
hills; made two b1 .. idg·es aero bi-·ooks, and encamped at the 
last one. Course E .; distance 10 mile . 

8Ppte11iber 22. The country continue b1·oke11 bl1t not so 
bad as yesterc1av. 01--0 sed a la1, 0 ·e creek on ou1"' tenth ' .. 
mile,4

a ,,rhich may be Flo d s 1·iver if that ,,-e left ye terday 
is the Big ioux. It is sli ·htly kirt d with timber, and 
look a thoug·h it may b 50 miles 1011g - a ,re1·y pretty 
clear stream · cros ed two little brook ,vitl1ol1t any timl)e1--, 
a11d encamped on a lue. our e E . by . ; distance 15 miles. 

Septe11iber 23. Crossed three little brooks 47 deep and 
mi1·3 .. , "rith a ve1·) ... little timber on their banks. One of the. , 
tl1ot1g·l1 almost without cu1·1·ent, ,-vas g·e11erall)r fo1"ty feet 
JJ1 .. oad, a11cl six feet cleep; it occupied us t,vo hours to find 
a11y thing· like a practicable ford. The prairie rises ,.,.e1 .. y 
g·ently f1·om these brooks, and is easy to t1,a,rel over. En­
.Jamped on the p1·ai1 .. ie away from tim be1', but hacl tal{ n 
3ome for cook-fi1~es from the last brook. Cou1 .. se E.; dis­
~a11ce 15 miles. 

Septe1nber 24. At 11 a. m. came to the Little ioux riv­
b ~r/8 running to the SW. It is a clear, pr tty stream, as 
h arge here as the Raccoon is at medium stage at its mouth; 
r nidside deep to our horses · its banks are bordered with 

1arro,v groves of large timber, cotton-wood, walnut, oak, 
'"C. We had to prepare the banks for crossing, and then to 
lelp some of the weak horses out of the mud at the shore; 

t· ~·ot all over befor e sunset, and encamped. Here is the site 
40 

They probably marched across the southern part of Plyrnouth County. 

> -1; Probably Whiskey and Mud Creeks and the West Fork of the Little Sioux. 
48 Some~rhere near the northeastern corner of Woodbury County. 
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of a larg·e Indian encampment, supposed to be Potta\v-at­
omies, 1'7ho seemed to ha,re huntecl extensi, ... ely on this 1 .. i .. \"·e1' 
about two months ago. Cou1·se E. b:r . ; distance 10 miles. 

Septe11iber 25. Had smooth, eas}r marching for ten miles, 
when ,, ... e crossed a little c1'eek, and in five or six miles 
further crossed another40 and larg·er one, both running to­
ward the l\1issouri. The \Vest bank of the last ,vas ve1 .. y 
mt1dcly, ancl ha1 .. d to rise, ,vhich kept us till night at the · 
st1·eam; nothi11g· but a little '\'"illow b1·u h for fi1·e, and it ,vas 
cold. Cou1--se E. ; distance 15 miles. 

Septe11iber 26. In 12 miles c1'ossed a c1--eek~0 like a la1 .. g·e 
prai1--ie lue, but 1--unning· a g·ood deal of ,,Tater; eight miles 
mo1'e b1'ought us to a stream that I took at first to be 

oldier 's l'iver,51 but afte1•,,ra1·ds thought it mig·ht be a 
branch of the Raccoon, thoug·h where we crossed, it was 
running to,,ra1·cls the l\iis ou1·i. The stream winds in short 
a11d ab1·upt CI'ook throug·h a deep nar1'0\\T valley, is thi1·t}1 

feet broad, t,vo feet deep, and run one mile per hou1--; is 
skirted ,vith na1·row strips of soft maple, hickory, walnut, 
&c.; all about llS looks like Des l\foines country, and not 
like that drai11ed by the water of the l\fissouri. It is p1"0 b­
able that the small streams ,ve ha, ... e c1"ossed since we left 
the '' Little ioux, '' may unite to form the '' Soldie1 .. 's ri,le1· '' 
of the l\Iissouri, sho,vn on the maps, and that ,ve have passec.l 
it. Encamped on this st1--eam, after crossing. Course E.; 
distance 20 miles. 

September 27. Met anothe1' ug·ly prairie slue at the e11cl 
of eig·ht miles, ,vhich it took three hours to cross, when ,ve 
came to a country full of marshes and old shallow g·1--ass, 
like that of the Upper Des Moines. Encamped on the 

49 Perhaps Maple River in Ida County. 

c;o Probably Boyer River. 
51 

This is probably Coon River, since Soldier River begins farther south. 
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prairie among the marshes,52 a11d near an island of timber, 
that we could not reach for the ug·ly marsh that surrounded 
it. The f 1 .. osts aI·e becoming· severe, and the horses are fail­
ing fast. Co11rse E.; distance 12 miles. 

Septe11ibe1" 28. pent th ,vhol forenoon in tra,relling· 
ten miles to make four on our course; four fifths of the 
country ,vas marsh, ,,,.hich turned us to all points of the 
compass. At 12 ,ve reached a small lake,53 from which an 
Indian trail, after much ""inding· around the peninsulas of 
the lake, led u out to better g·round, and ,,Tent on south. 
Follo,,Ted it ten miles, and encamped on the open prairie; 
no timbe1 .. near us ; had take11 a little ,,Tood from the lake 
me11tioned. Cou1"se E. ; di tance 20 mile . 

Septe11iber 29. At 12 m. c1 .. o sed a little creek:; 4 coming· 
from the .1.IE., and tu1·ning south; tu1 .. ned into it at ni0 ·ht to 
encamp, and found it much enla1 .. ged by a much la1 .. g·e1 .. 
st1·eam coming in from the ,,Test just above ou1 .. encampment. 
This seemed to be the " Te t branch of the Raccoon, and w 
are now on the main bra11ch of that ri,rer; the pr .. airi , 
though somewhat hilly, "ras easy to march over all day. 
rhe bluffs of this stream, ,vhe1--e " ,.e are encamped, are high 
and steep; its valley is abo11t a mile broad and ,vell tim­
)e1 .. ed. 5 5 Course . ; distance 20 miles. 

Septe1nber 30. Started late, ever)rthing being tired from 
~he too long march of yesterday. The grass has been so 
nuch deadened by the many frosts, that it no long·e1 .. g·ives 
he horses a good subsistence; the horses and mules l1ave 
~ailed wonderfully since ""e left the Little Sioux, though "Te 
1ave walked ( on foot) most of the ,vay. Followed lo"rn 

52 North of the village of La'Vinia, Calhoun Cot1nty. 
53 Twin Lakes. 

:; 4 Cedar Creek. 
65 At a point just west of J efferson, Greene Cot1nty. 
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the bluffs of the Raccoon on our 1'ight, ancl crossed t,vo 
small creeks56 1·unning into it, both 1·unning in cleep valleys 
clothed "'l{ith heavy, good timbe1·. Encamped on the last. 
Cou1·se SE.; distance 12 miles. 

October 1. l\1a1·ched on the clry ridg·e between Raccoon 
and Beave1--, the timber of both being· in sig·ht nearly all the 
,vay. Killed a fine bear on the p1·ai1--ie in chase ; ergeant 
"\Villiams shot him dead on first fi1·e ,,Tith his ca1--bine from 
his hor e at a g·allop. "\Ve mo,re slo,vly from previous fa­
tigue. Encamped on Bea,.,.er 1'ive1•.;;7 Course E. by S.; 
distance 16 miles. 

Octobe1
4 

2 . The route ,,.,.as a little roug·h, being inter­
sected by ravines both of Raccoon and Beaver ; hoped to 
reach home, but could 11ot from ,vea1·iness of the teams. 
Encamped ag·ain on the Beaver, near ou1' trail g·oing out. 
Course E . ; distance 16 miles. 

October 3. Struck our trail g·oing· out, and followed it 
home. Distance eight miles. Reached Fo1·t Des l\f oines at 
1 p. m., having marched, since we left the post, 740 miles, 
and having· been absent 54 da3rs. 

FoRT DEs 1IorNEs, Dece1nber 31, 1 44. 

Colonel S. W. KEARNEY, 

J. ALLEN, 

Captain, 1st D ,4 agoons. 

Com11ianding tliird niilita1·y depart1rient, St. L oi,is, 111 o. 
True copy : 

1\I ARCH 1 , 1 46. 
R. J o~Es, ~4.djitta1it General. 

50 IIaruin and Buttrick creeks. 
57 The par ty is now back in Dallas County. 
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