HISTORY OF CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS
IN IOWA
THE ELECTION OF 1848

In proceeding with the history of congressional elections
in Towa,! three facts should be noted : (1) the General As-
sembly of Iowa had, in accordance with the act of Congress
of June 25, 1842, requiring the States to elect Representa-
tives by distriets, divided the State into two congressional
districts; (2) the General Assembly of Towa had fulfilled
the requirements imposed upon the State legislatures by the
Constitution of the United States by prescribing the times,
the places, and the manner of holding congressional elec-
tions; (3) Representatives are regularly chosen in the year
preceding the assembling of the Congress in which they
take their seats.

It will be remembered that the Congressmen elected in
1846 were chosen for the second session of the Twenty-
ninth Congress which expired on March 4, 1847, and that
the congressional election of 1847 was held for the selection
of Congressmen to represent Towa in the Thirtieth Con-
gress which convened the following December. In the
normal course of events, however, the Representatives
elected in 1847 would have been chosen in 1846. But this
would have necessitated the election of two sets of Con-
gressmen 1n the same year: one to represent lowa in the
second session of the Twenty-ninth Congress and the other
to represent the State in the Thirtieth Congress. The

1 For an account of congressional elections in Towa prior to 1848 see the
writer’s article in THE Towa JOURNAL oF HISTORY AND Poritics, Vol. X, pp.
463-502.
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CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS IN IOWA 39

election of 1847 avoided two simultaneous elections. The
terms of the Congressmen elected in 1847 expired on March
4, 1849. The congressional election of 1848 was therefore
held in accordance with the rule which has prevailed in all
of the States down to the present time of electing Congress-
men 1n the even years — that is, in the year preceding the
assembling of the Congress in which the Representatives
elect are to take their seats.

On January 24, 1848, the General Assembly of Towa in
extra session passed an act altering the boundary line be-
cween the First and Second Congressional distriets. Tt
provided that the act of February 22, 1847, dividing the
State into two districts, be ‘“so amended, that the county of
Poweshiek shall be attached to, and made a part of the first
Congressional Distriet, instead of the second, as provided
for by said act.”’? The reasons for this transfer are not
clear. It could not have been made to equalize the popula-
tion of the two districts for the reason that the inhabitants
of the First District outnumbered those of the Second Dis-
triet by several thousand, as shown by the census returns of
1847, 1848, and 1849.2 Nor could the transfer have been
made for political reasons. The election returns do, indeed,
indicate a decreasing Democratic majority in the First Dis-
triect and an increasing Democratic majority in the Second
District. But the small Whig majority of five in Poweshiek
County in the election of 1848¢ was not sufficient to make
any material difference in the political strength of the two
distriets. ‘‘The chief merit of the law seems to have been
that it tended to straighten the dividing line and so make
the form of the districts more regular.”’”> (See Map.)

2 Laws of Iowa, Extra Session, 1848, pp. 34, 35.

$ Hull’s Historical and Comparative Census, pp. 196, 198,

t Election returns as found in the Archives in Des Moines.

5 Peirce’s Congressional Districting in Iowa in THE TowA JOURNAL oF HIS-
TORY AND PoriTics, Vol. I, pp. 337, 338.
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CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS IN IOWA 141

The war with Mexico was concluded by the treaty of
Guadaloupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848. By this treaty
the vast area of New Mexico and California was ceded to
the United States. This large addition of more than 500,000
square miles of territory immediately brought into com-
manding importance the question of slavery extension.
Political parties and party leaders did not, indeed, announce
themselves as advocates or opponents of the extension of
slavery until the erisis was at hand ; but ‘‘every great meas-
ure’’, beginning with the annexation of Texas 1n 1849,
“‘was considered and decided with reference chiefly to the
extension, the maintenance, or the overthrow’’ of the in-
stitution of slavery. ¢‘‘The opponents of slavery became
holder and more aggressive; its defenders more vigilant,
more resentful of attacks upon it, more rigid in their ostra-
cism of public men at the North who did not accept their
prineiples, more resolute in the event of a denial of their
‘rights’ in their purpose to seek those rights by a separation
from the Union. As the feeling grew more intense and the
langnage of extreme partisans inereased in violence, well-
meaning men tried to prolong the peace by compromises
and by endeavors to turn the current of political thought
to other subjects.”’® While both the Democrats and the
Whigs, in their anxiety to preserve the nationality of their
respective parties, endeavored to divert the public mind
from the slavery issue to such time-honored questions as
the tariff and internal improvements, the prineciple em-
bodied in the Wilmot proviso nevertheless became the para-
mount issue, the importance of which imereased until 1t was
decided by secession, civil war, and emancipation.

The congressional campaign of 1848 was the first to occur
in Towa in the year of a presidential election. Before pro-

ceeding with the narrative of the campaign, however, it

¢ Stanwood’s History of the Presidency, p. 226.

—
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should be pointed

out that three important considerations

should be kept in mind in the study of congressional elec-

tions oceurring in presidential years: (1) the

two contests
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at the same time;

(2) both are dominated largely by the same political issues:;
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cussion and so the features of the presidential eampaign
will be referred to only in so far as they affected the con-
gressional campaign.

Preparations for the nomination of candidates for Con-
oress began early. On February 9, 1848, The Iowa Stand-
ard advised the Whigs ‘‘that not a day should be lost
in taking the preliminary steps to open the campaign. Our
candidates for Congress should be upon the stump by the
first day of May. . . . The whigs have in many counties
a majority against them to overcome, and they should have
ample time to endeavor to do it, by reason, argument and
the dissemination of whig principles. The candidates for
(Congress will have heavy duties to perform, if they visit
every neighborhood in their respective distriets, which they
should do, if they wish faithfully to discharge their duty to
the whigs of the State. We are therefore in favor of 1mme-
diate action in every county in the State.”’®

But comparatively little interest was taken in the coming
congressional election until April, for two reasons: (1) 1t
was too early to inaugurate the congressional campaign;
and (2) the public mind was occupied with James Harlan’s
spirited contest for the office of Superintendent of Public
Instruetion.

The Whigs of the First District were the first to become
active in the campaign for the election of Oongressmen. On
April 20th, the Whig Congressional Committee of that dis-
trict issued a call for a convention to meet at Fairfield on
May 17th for the purpose of nominating a candidate for
Congress to represent the First Distriet. The basis of
representation in the convention was to be ‘‘two delegates
for each Senator and Representative, in each county or

8 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), New Series, Vol. 11, No. 25, February 9,
1848,
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distriet.”” The call was signed by Arthur Bridgman, C. W.
Slagle, and George W. Wright.?

The convention met accordingly. A temporary organiza-
tion was effected by the appointment of Daniel E. Brainard
of Van Buren County as chairman, and Richard Irwin of
Jefferson County as secretary. Resolutions were passed di-
recting the chairman to appoint committees on credentials
and on permanent organization. The committees being
duly appointed, the convention adjourned until atternoon.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment and the
committee on permanent organization presented the follow-
Ing report : President. George Wilson of Wapello County;
Vice Presidents. (ol W. M. Stewart of Iee County and A.
L. Nichols of Mahaska County; Secretaries, (. Baldwin of
Jefferson County and George W. Garnes of Van Buren
County. The report was adopted unanimously and the
permanent officers of the convention took their respective
places.

The report of the committee on credentials being adopted,
the convention procesded to ballot on a congressional nom-
nee. George (3. Wright of Van Buren County and Daniel
F'. Miller of Iee County were presented as the candidates
for the nomination. While the convention was balloting on
a candidate for Congress, the Van Buren delegation with-
drew and after consultation returned to the convention and
through J. B. Howel] asked leave to withdraw the name of
George (3, Wright from the consideration of the convention.
Leave was granted, whereupon Daniel F Miller was nom-
inated by acelamation as the Whig candidate for Congress
from the First Distriet,

The committee op resolutions which was now appointed
by the president of the convention consisted of the following
members: W, H, Wallace of Henry County, (. W. Slagle of

o ]l'rnf.'h‘f; jlrt{ﬁ..\'flf‘, Tn]. [ No. 4R, 'E.IJIII 20, 1848.
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Jefferson County, and J. B. Howell of Van Buren County.
Mr. Miller thanked the convention for his nomination and
made a few remarks on ‘‘general politics’’. While the com-
mittee on resolutions was drafting the platform, speeches
were made by Viele of Lee, Street of Wapello, Jay of
Henry, and Shelladay of Mahaska. The resolutions pre-
pared by the committee were then presented to the con-
vention and adopted unanimously by that body as the
platform of the Whig party in the First District.

The platform, consisting of a preamble and eight resolu-
tlons, arraigned the administration of James K. Polk and
extolled the principles of the Whig party, but carefully
avolded any reference to the slavery issue. It condemned
“‘the misrule of the party in power”’, commended the Whig
party as a worthy desecendant of ‘“‘that great party, who in
revolutionary days bid defiance to the British Crown’’, and
emphasized the leading principle of this party to be ‘‘op-
position to executive power and unconstitutional preroga-
tive.”” James K. Polk was denounced for ‘“‘basely bowing

the knee to the power of England on the Oregon contro-
versy’’ and for ‘‘the creation of an unnecessary war with
Mexico”’. These considerations, including Polk’s ¢“opposi-
tion to the improvement of our Western Harbours and
rivers’’, continued one resolution, ‘“‘leave us without con-
fidence in either his ability or his honesty and require that
the administration of the Government should be entrusted
to abler hands.’’

The platform also accused ‘“the leaders of the Locofoco
party in Iowa’’ with having ‘‘universally sacrificed the in-
terests and the welfare of the people to their own selfish
aggrandizement’’ and argued ‘‘that a continuance of such
men 1n office, will only tend to inerease the burdens of tax-
ation and involve the people in still deeper difficulties than
those already surrounding them.’’
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Another resolution pledged the support of the Whig

party in the respective counties to the nominee of this COn- |

vention and also to the nominees of the Whig National

Convention. Finally, the action of the State Convention

held at Towa City on May 11th was endorsed with the ob-
servation ‘‘that the energy and unanimity of the whig party
affords us cheering hopes of approaching victory.’’10

The nomination of Daniel F. Miller for Congress by the

Whigs of the First District was commended enthusiastically
by the leading Whig journals. The Bloomungton Herald
observed that ‘““Mr. Miller is an old resident of the State
and 1s well versed in the erooks which locofocoism takes to
deceive the real Democrac 'y of the country. He will eive the

‘5])01]“ ]}fllt\ trouble ]H"f{ll(' he ”(“fcs HHOU”h W lﬂ_l th@'lﬂ 7911 |}

T'he Iowa Standard remarked: ‘“W e have every reason to
believe that the nomination of Daniel F'. Miller was the most
Judicious that could have been made. He is one of the early
settlers in Towa, is a Lawyer of acknowledeed abilities and
extensive practice, and what is of some consideration in a
tight political contest, he can run up to his party strength

in the empire county and a htﬂe over.”’2  The Keokuk '

Register added that Miller’s ‘““nomination . .' . . by
acclamation, is a sufficient trumautpe to this distriet, of his
devotion to the principles of the Whig faith. Indifference
only can bring defeat,’?13

Daniel F. Miller w as, 1ndeed, one of the most widely
known pioneers and lawmakers of Towa. Born in Mary-
land in 1814, he removed ; 1n his youth to Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, where he studied and practiced law until 1839

10 For the proceedings of the Whig Convention of the First Distriet see the
Keokul Register, Vol. IT, No. 1, May 25, 1848.

11 The Bloomington Herald, New Series, Vol. ITT, No. 106, May 27, 1848.

12 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), New Series, Vol. II. No. 34, May 31,
1848,

18 Keolul Register, Vol IT, No. 1, May 25, 1848,

“_1\-’, "‘l. L"L 11’\5[ ‘l._‘ 'l- i.-“" 1‘.. 41-.‘ 1-.\:‘-'&1 . \I_ '1--:*'— . W "y
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Whig| when he emigrated to the Territory of Towa, locating at
con| Fort Madison. Elected a Representative to the Legislative
longl Assembly of the Territory of Iowa in 1840, he held that
ntior | Office for one term. His appearance in polities in 1848, as
e obd the Whig eandidate for Congress from the First Distriet,
artrl| S 0f unusual interest, for out of the ensuing August election

leveloped the first contested congressional election case in
v ] -he history of Towa. Mr. Miller was one of the fou nders of
he Republican party in Iowa and was one of the presi-
1 lential electors in 1856 when the vote of the State was cast

or the Republican candidate for the presidency. In 1860 |
yi Mr. Miller was an independent candidate for Judge of the
othd Supreme Court of Towa, but was defeated by Judge Wright,
he Republican candidate. Fifty-three yvears after his elec-
lon as Representative to the Legislative Assembly of the
Lerritory of Iowa, Mr. Miller was elected in 1893 to the
reneral Assembly of Towa. Mr. Miller practiced law in
owa for fifty-four years and was known as the “*Nestor’’
f the Towa bar. He died in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1895,14

The Democrats of the First District met in convention at
he Court House in Fairfield on June 15th. The temporary
rganization was composed of David Hendershott of Henry

ounty, chairman, and George May of Wapello County,

eécretary. Committees on credentials, on permanent organ-
zation, and on resolutions were appolnted by the chairman,
nd then the convention adjourned until one o’clock. In

o he interval, Delazon Smith. upon invitation addressed the
ot elegates ““in an able and powerful address, showing up
'1;5. he inconsistencies of the Whigs.’’

When the convention reassembled in the afternoon, the

= A0
w I

ommittee on permanent orcanization made the following
8. (8 ccommendations: President, Uriah Briggs: Vice Presi-
ents, Robert Brown and William M. Morrow; Secretaries,

14 Gue’s History of ITowa, Vol. IV, p. 191. |
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Guy Wells and James Craig. The recommendations were
accepted and the permanent organization duly effected.
The report of the committee on credentials was then pre.
sented and adopted, whereupon a motion was made to re
quire a two-thirds vote in the nomination of a candidate fo:
Congress, but the motion was lost.

The candidates for the nomination were William Thomp
son and Delazon Smith. The result of the first ballot
showed that William Thompson had received 43 votes anc
Delazon Smith 14 votes, whereupon Augustus Hall movec
that Mr. Thompson be declared the unanimous choice of the
convention as the Democratic candidate for Congress in the
First District.’> The motion was carried.

The report of the committee on resolutions was presentec
by S. J. Bayard, Chairman, the other members of the com
mittee being Col. C. J. Crocker, George May, J. B. Ham
ilton, and J. D. Spalding. It consisted of eleven resolution:
which were adopted unanimously by the convention as th
platform of the Democratic party in the First Distriet
Cautiously avoiding, as did the Whig platform of this dis
trict, any reference to the real 1ssue, the resolutions are
interesting chiefly as a lengthy pronouncement of patrioti
encomiums on Lewis Cass and General Butler — the nom
inees of the Democratic National Convention. ‘‘Resolved
That in Lewis Cass’’, ran one resolution, ‘“we realize the
statesman — the wise and discreet senator — the able diplo
matist — the accomplished scholar — the patriot in wai
and peace — the soldier whose sword always glittered n
the van of danger — the Democrat, ever in favor of the
cause of liberty and the widest spread of free prineciples.’
Another resolution recognized General W. O. Butler as “‘the
gallant soldier of 1812 — one of the heroes of Monterey —

15 F'or a biographical sketeh of William Thompson see THE IowA JOURNAL 0
HISTORY AND PoriTics, Vol. X. p. 491.
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an enlightened statesman, a sound Democrat, and a patriot
without guile.”’

The platform did ‘‘not approve of electing a President
whose only recommendation is his military achievements”’,
arguing that ‘“some service in cwil station is necessary to
qualify any one to discharge satisfactorily the duties of
chief magistrate of this United States.”” This was intended
as a reproach to General Taylor, whose only public service
which commended him for the presidency was his military
record in the Mexican war. Again, it was contended, ‘‘That
as the South has had the President for forty-eight out of
sixty years we think it time to elect another from the
North.”’

Finally, the resolutions approved ‘‘the Baltimore plat-
form’’,'®* commended ‘“‘the course of our present member of
Congress, W. Thompson,”” who ‘‘is entitled to the con-
fidence and support of his constituents’’, congratulated
James K. Polk ‘“‘for the fidelity with which he has carried
out’’ the ““‘principles’’ of the Democratic party and ‘‘for
the prudence, skill, and success with which he has conducted
the Mexican war to its elose’’, and pledged ‘“the use of all
honorable efforts to secure the election of the nominee of
this convention.”’

A resolution proposing that in the election of United
States Senators one Senator ought to be chosen from the
Kirst Congressional Distriect was rejected. The proceed-
ings of the convention were concluded by the appointment
of a ‘““Congressional Central Committee of Correspondence
for the First District’’ consisting of the following members:
S. J. Bayard of Jefferson County, Guy Wells of Lee County,

16 For a statement of the resolutions adopted by the Democratic National
Convention in 1848 see Stanwood’s History of the Presidency, pp. 199-201;

215, 216; 234-236. The Whig National Convention adopted no platform in
1848,

VOL. XI—4
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H. B. Hendershott of Wapello County, A. Hall of Van
Buren County, and T. Baker of Polk County.17

In the meantime, the party organs began to urge the im-
portance of selecting candidates for Congress from the
Second District. The Iowa Standard on May 24th admon-
1shed ““our whig friends in this distriet to begin to think
seriously about a suitable nominee. . . . The whigs in
the counties south of the lowa, are wide awake to this nom- _
ination. Will those in the northern counties sleep upon
their local and party rights??’18

On May 27th, the Whig Congressional Committee of the
Second Distriet issued a eall for a convention to be held at
Bloomington on June 15th. The call specified the ratio of
representation in the convention to be ‘‘one delegate for
every one hundred voters (of all parties) in each county.”’
Counties casting less than one hundred votes and not less
than fifty were to be entitled to two delegates and those
casting less than fifty votes were to be entitled to one dele-
gate. “‘A full and general attendance, from all parts of the

district’’ was requested. The ecall was signed by N. L.
Stout, Isaac Leffler, William Penn Clar k, .. H. Thomas, and
John P. (look,19

T'he Iowa Standard expressed the fear, however, that
““there will bhe scarcely time to circulate the notice to the
counties and townships, so as to ensure a general appoint-
ment of delegates . and 1if there should not be
Some exira exertions, not half of them will be represented
in the convention. We ther efore earnestly entreat the lead-
Ing whigs in the several county towns, to ecirculate the no-

7 For the proceedings of the Democratic Convention of the First Distriet
see the Keokuk Dispatch. Vol. I, No. 5, June 22, 1848.

18 The Iowa Standard (lowa City), New Series, Vol. II. No. 33, May 24,
1848,

19 The ITowa Standard (Lowa City), New Series., Vol [T, No. 34, May 31,
1848,
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tices by special messengers, in every township in their

 respective counties, without an hours delay; that there may

be a real and not a mominal convention of the people’s
representatives, as is too often the case. A full delegation
1s absolutely necessary, in order to insure a cordial acqui-
escence 1n the nomination, and without this, we cannot hope
for suecess.’”” In another editorial of the same 1ssue, this
organ observed hopefully that ‘‘if ever the whigs had a
chance to carry this distriet, it is now. There are entirely
100 many great men in the locofoco ranks to get on harmo-
nmously, and we have only to make a judicious selection in
order to give ’em a real Buena Vista.”” Finally, this jour-
nal urged the farmers ‘“to let go the plow-handle for a
week, and prepare for the battle. And we venture to pre-
diet, that if the whig corps are properly organized and
drilled, we shall ‘lam ’em like blazes.” We ought to do 1t,
we can do i1t, we must do it.?’2°

The convention which met pursuant to the call effected a
temporary organization by the appointment of J. P. De
Forrest, chairman, and S. A. Hudson, secretary. After the
appointment of the usual committees on ecredentials. on
permanent organization, and on resolutions by the chair-
man, the convention adjourned until two o’clock in the
afternoon.
When the convention met pursuant to adjournment L.
Ely presented the report of the committee on credentials.
which was adopted. Ebenezer Cook presented the report of
the committee on permanent organization, which made the
following recommendations President, Isaae Leffler of Des
Moines County; Vice Presidents, N. P. Cooper of Wash-
ington County and W. E. Jennings of Jackson County;
Secretaries, Edward H. Thomas of Louisa County and

*0 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), New Series, Vol. LI, No. 34, May 31
1848,

’
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James H. Leech of Cedar County. The recommendations

were adopted unanimously and the officers took their seats.

The question of counting the votes of counties not fully
represented was settled by the adoption of a resolution pro-
viding ‘‘that the delegates from those counties which are
not tully represented, cast the full number of votes to which
sald counties are respectively entitled, and that if the dele-

gates cannot agree in their vote, that they vote individual-

ly.””  The convention then proceeded to ballot for a
candidate for Congress, N. Everson and J. S. Richman
being appointed as tellers. The result recorded by the first
ballot stood as follows : Timothy Davis, 43; Major McKean,
34; Isaac Leffler, 6: and Col. Henderson, 1. Mr. Davis was
thereupon nominated unanimously as the Whig candidate
for Congress from the Second Distriet.

The committee on resolutions, composed of Stout, Clark.
and Patterson, presented the report consisting of a pre-
amble and twelve resolutions which was adopted unanimous-
ly as the platform of the Whig party in this district. More
direct and dignified than the platform of either the Whigs
or the Democrats of the First Distriet, this document as-
sumed a more definite attitude on the questions engaging
the attention of the public mind. The preamble emphasized
the following considerations - (1, ““a change in the national
administration’’ was ‘necessary . . . . in order to
secure a just and equitable administration of public af-
fairs’’; (2) the election of the nominee of the Baltimore
Convention ‘““would not effect such change’’; (3) ““such
change can only be brought about by the elevation of men
to power who have been in no wise connected with the
present corrupt administration of a ffairs’’; (4) ‘“the neces-
sity of the representative branch of the Government being
composed of the friends of Western and National inter-
ests.”” The following resolutions were then presented :(—
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ion]  1st. Resolved, That the first and most important labor to be

eats | performed by the representatives, of the people, from the West 1n
fulliil Congress, is to secure an appropriation from the General Govern-
| ment for the improvement of rivers and harbors; and we shall sup-
port no man for that trust who shall, in any way, be committed to
' the present administration. |
L 2d. Resolved, That the Executive has no moral or constitutional
lele right to trifle with the interests of the people by eapriciously using
lnall | the veto power for the mere indulgence of his private piques or
opinions — and to do so, is a wanton violation of the practice of
the early administrations of the government, and a usurpation of
power not granted by the spirit, letter, or intent of the national
| constitution.
3d. Resolved, That we will use our best endeavors to secure the
V& election of a man to represent this district in Congress, who shall be
untrammeled by the power and patronage of government; one who
shall be a free man, and not an Executive Slave.
ark 4th. Resolved, That we view the nomination of General ZACHARY
TAYLOR as giving an opportunity to the people to eleet a man, who
will be the President of the whole people, and not of a faction of
official sycophants and lacqueys.

oth. Resolved, That in MiLLArRD FILLMORE we recognize a staunch
W5 patriot; a statesman of tried ability and profound political knowl-
¥ edge, and with him and the noble TAYLOR, as our standard bearers,
we expect an easy and triumphant vicTory of the people over the
Candidate of the present corrupt and unserupulous administration |
— for in Lewis Cass we recognize only a continuation of the present
dynasty.

6th. Resolved, That the veto power has, by i1ts wanton abuse,
become obnoxious to liberty and dangerous to the perpetuity of our |
institutions and that it is high time that this power was restricted
el so that 1t cannot interfere with the will of the people, as expressed
qer  through their representatives in Congress.

ith. Resolved, That the opinion of General TAvyLOR upon this
subject meets with the entire approbation of this convention, to wit:
“The known opinions and wishes of the Executive have exercised
undue and injurious influences upon the Legislative department of
el = the Government; and for this cause I have thought our system was
in danger of undergoing a great change from its true theory.” i

......

—
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8th. Resolved, That Lewis Cass owes all that he is, and all that
he possesses, to the growth of the Great West; and that in his
recreancy to her dearest interests. he has proved himself alike
destitute of gratitude and publie virtue : — and we mutually pledge
ourselves to see that he shall find his proper level in the defeat
which awaits him before the great tribunal of the American people.

Jth. Resolved, That the difference between Democracy and Loco-
tocoism 1is, that the first contemplates the rule of popular will:
while the latter has no motives of action but the public Spolls —
and to secure these, it has sustained the arm of tyranny in the sup-
port of the will of one man for the defeat of important publie
measures .

10th. Resolved. That we, as Whigs, . . . . will cuard the
will of the people against the fashionable usurpation of Locofoco-
1S, as tli‘\'l']lil}i‘il In the course ot l]ll”'-:‘.“w} ]m]if'}'.

This platform having been accepted by the convention.
the following resolutions were presented and adopted :—

1. Resolved, That in Timothy Davis, this convention presents a
candidate to the Whios of this Distriet. who is regarded as eminent-
ly qualified for thejr Support for Representative in Congress. and
we here pledge ourselves to use all honorable exertions to promote
his election.

2. Resolved, That we are 1n favor of the Wilmot Proviso, so
called, and that duty and patriotism require us to declare that we
dre n]qu‘:mwl to the extension of H]E[\'t‘l‘}‘ over any T‘l*]'l‘i'{{'}]‘}' now pos-

sessed, or which may be hereafter acquired by the United States.2!

Timothy Davis was an old and respected citizen of Du-
buque. He was born in New Jersey in 1794. After receiv-
INg a common school education, he emigrated to Kentucky
where he studied law in 1816. Upon removing to Missouri
in the same year, he practiced law in that State for twenty
years. At the end of that period he came to Towa and
located at Dubuque. Mr. Davis was a staunch Whig, but
upon the dissolution of the Whig party he affiliated with the

1 For the ]'r""’”""l-’“f-f“" of the v\hl»..': Convention of the Seeond Distriet see
f}ff ):;'.,'Hua'ﬂ_'rrf,ffnn f[f-"-‘!r'irf, :\'“W Ht,‘l‘it‘:ﬁ, \‘“]_ III‘ :\'“_ ]“_..\-‘ ']’”l‘!' 1 1\;‘1&
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Republicans. Elected to Congress in 1856, he retired from
public life at the end of his term.*?

The Democrats of the Second Distriet met in convention
at Davenport on June 15th.2® Complete records of the pro-
ceedings of this convention have not been found.** Some
important facts, however, have been gathered from the
newspapers of the time, which throw considerable light on
the convention. The Iowa Standard, on May 31st, observed
that ‘“‘There are lots of aspirants,”” for the Democratic
nomination for Congressman from the Second Distriet,
‘““and they are as bees in drilling their men; in a locofoco
convention, the nomination is the real election, and the bal-
lotting in August, is merely for the purpose of enabling the
nominee to obtain a certificate, if the whigs fall below 1n
counting noses.’’?> Shepherd Leffler was a candidate for re-
nomination, but the names of no other candidates are given
in the records examined. It must be concluded, therefore,
that Mr. Leffler was the only candidate seriously considered
for the nomination.

Again, the Keokuk Dispatch informed its readers that
strenuous efforts were made in the Second District to pre-
vent Leffler’s nomination, based mainly upon the ground
that he had neglected the interests of that distriet in failing
to procure a donation of land to aid in the construetion of a
railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk. In reply to this charge,
the Keokuk Dispatch published a letter which had appeared

22 Gue’s History of Iowa, Vol. IV, p. 68.

28 It will be observed that the Democratic conventions of both congressional

distriets and the Whig convention of the Second Distriet assembled on the same
date.

24 The failure to find any record of the proceedings of this convention is due
to the fact that gaps occur in the files of several Demoeratic newspapers of
the time. Again, other Democratic organs, the files of which are complete,
give no report of this convention,

25 The Iowa Standard (Iowa City), New Series, Vol. II, No. 34, May 31,
1848,

S =
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in the Miner’s Express | Dubuque) showing that Teffler had
n fact labored in behalf of the Dubuque and Keokuk rail-
way project. This letter was written by Mr. Leffler to Mr,
Collamer, Chairman of the Committee on Publie Lands in
the House of Representatives. Mr. Leffler stated that a me-
morial had bheen passed by the last General Assembly of
lowa, by unanimons vote, asking for a grant of land for the
construetion of the Dubuque and Keokuk Railroad and that
this memorial had heen forwarded to him. Four arguments
were then presented in favor of this project: (1) the Gov-
ernment would receive remuneration for this orant in the
enhanced value of unsold lands; (2) the railroad would pass
through a rich agricultural area: (3) it would afford cheap
markets; and (4) the land would lie unocecupied longer with-
out the railroad. Mr. Collamer was then quoted as replying
that the committee was disposed to favor the project, but
that nothing could he done until ““official information’’,
which would authorize them to report the memorial for the
favorable consideration of Congress, should be received,2®

It 1s evident, therefore, that Leffler defended himself sue-
cessfully against the charge of neglecting the interests of
his constituents, for the attempted opposition to his nom-
ination eulminated in failure and he was recommended by
the convention for reélection to Congress and was well sup-
ported by the Democrats of the Second District in the en-
Suing campaign 27

Finally, while no record has been found of the resolutions
passed by this convention, The Bloomington Herald states

26 Keokuk Dispatch. Vol I, No. 10, July 27, 1848.

s,
See also the Weekly Miner’s Express (Dubuque), Vol. VIII, No. 10, Novem-
ber 3, 1848, which contains a ]-‘rII‘L__'.r {‘I'Iifuri:ll :‘*nna*vrning Lt-ﬁh~r's {"‘:Hlfﬁ'l:u"}' for
Congress. This editoria] quotes a letter signed by ““Justice’’, which contends
that Leffler labored tor ““the North’’ in the matter of seeuring a publie land
grant for the construection of the Dubuque and Keokuk Railroad.
27 For a hill;-_{r:i]rhii‘:lf sketeh of Shepherd Lefller see THE TowA JOURNAL OF
HISTORY AND PorLiTics, Vol X, pp. 475, 476.
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hat ““T'he locofoco Congressional Convention, which met at
Davenport on the 15th of June, swallowed the entire resolu-
1on of the Baltimore convention, prohibiting internal
mprovements.’”’*®  This resolution reads as follows:
‘Resolved, That the Constitution does not confer upon the
reneral government the power to commence and carry on a
reneral system of internal improvements.’’?® The adoption
f this resolution was antagonistie to the first provision of
‘he Whig platform of the Second Distriet, which stated that
‘the most important labor to be performed by the repre-
sentatives of the people from the West in Congress is to
secure an appropriation from the General Government for
It was to be ex-
pected, therefore, that the Whigs would ridicule and de-
nounce the Demoecrats in the coming campaign for taking a
position hostile to the interests of the people of Towa.
Judging from the tone of the press, the Democrats of the
Second District in general approved the Baltimore plat-
form. It is evident, too, that they were careful to avoid any
reference to the issue of slavery extension.

the improvement of rivers and harbors.’

The congressional platforms of the respective parties of
the two distriets having been announced and the candidates
tor Congress presented, the campaign opened with great
carnestness and enthusiasm. As early as the month of
May the Keokuk Register observed that ‘‘the ealm which
usually precedes a political campaign, already gives in-
dications of a stormy season. In a government, constituted
as the American Republie, that clashings should not un-
frequently arise between the people and those in power, 1S
to be expected, and in an examination of the causes which
provoke differences, the usurpations of the latter will be
tound to present the most fruitful source. Such is the con-

2R j‘]te [j‘f””f”f”f}f“” }[{'Tr‘uhz‘ :\*{_1\\' St_’]'i{r__":-;‘ \rl_'l'l. ][[. NU‘ l[_}H, !Jlll}' 1., 1‘%"1’8.
29 Stanwood’s History of the Presidency, p. 200.
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test upon which the people of this country are now about

to enter. . . . The question has become one of as- -

cendency between the ruler and the governed. It is there-
fore of the utmost importance, that harmony shall prevail.
Personal predilections and personal enmities should all be
surrendered, in order to secure the important result, .

Without unanimity, irrevocable defeat stares us in the face.

This unanimity is perhaps more general, than has hitherto

ever existed,’’30 Following these observations, the nomina-
tion of Daniel F. Miller for Congress was approved with
the remark that his devotion to the principles of the Whig
party was a sufficient guarantee to the people of the Flirst
Distriet.

A week later this same Journal predicted that ‘“The
policy for which the Whigs have so long been contending,
In regard to National and State policy, must be adopted,
whichever party be in power. Necessity will enforce it, and
the chameleon, ‘progressive democracy’, can easlly change
color, to suit the emergency. But other questions of the
first magnitude,’’ remarked this organ, ‘‘are presented”’.
These questions are summed up as follows: (1) ““the en-
croachments of the Executive upon the other departments
of the Government’’. (2) ““the utter disregard of western
interests’’; and (3) ‘‘the grasping after additional slave
territory.”” MThege considerations, concluded the Keokuk
Register, ““should, independently of any other considera-
tion, sink the administration in the estimation of the
American people, into utter annihilation.?’31

But the respective candidates for Congress were also to
receive their full measure of praise and censure., Thompson
and Leffler were cha rged in particular with having neglected
and disregarded the interests of Towa in their failure to

30 Keokuk Register. Vol. 11, No. 1, May 25, 1848.

31 Keokul Register, Vol IT, No. 2, June 1, 1848
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secure congressional appropriations for the improvement
of the navigation of the Mississippi River and a publie land
grant for the construction of the Dubuque and Keokuk
Railroad. Mr. Leffler’s defense of himself against this
charge has already been mentioned. In further justification
of these two candidates for reélection to Congress, the
Keokuk Dispatch published an editorial which is presented
in full, as follows :—

Ine nomination of Messrs. Thompson and Leffler, by the Dem-
ocracy of the respective districts, is but a matter of sheer justice to
these gentlemen. To have refused again to place their names be-
fore the people for re-election, would have implied a lack of con-
fidence in their fidelity and ability, which, in our opinion, the
circumstances of the case will not warrant. We know that there
are many fault finders, grumblers, who think that our Representa-
tives have not accomplished as much for the State as they were led
to suppose would be in their power; but when we give due con-
sideration to the adverse circumstances under which they have
labored ever since taking their seats, truly generous hearts can, we
think, cast no eensure upon them for a failure to accomplish more
for their constituents.

In the first place, let it be borne in mind that, ever since they
took their seats in Congress, our country has been engaged in a war
with a foreign power, and the whole country has been in commotion,
a strong party trying to tarnish the fair reputation of our country

by charging that the war, instead of being one in which a patriot
might enlist with honor, was unholy, cruel, unjust and ‘“God ab-
horred’’, the other striving with might and main to defend the
government from this charge, little legitimate business of any kind,
whatever, has yet been done. Those who are quietly at home, anx-
lously awaiting the passage of some favorite bill, have but a faint
idea of the obstacles that present themselves in the way of obtaining
the attention of Congress; but which are very apparent to an eye
witness on the floor.

As a general thing, the western people look for too much from
their representatives, and failing to receive all they anticipated,
attribute the failure to a lack of zeal or ability in their immediate
representatives, while perhaps, the matter was beyond the possi-
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bility of man: consequently we find that few western members are
able long to retain their seats, while in the east, members no more
successtul, are frequently retained for many vears.

Indeed. fault-finding, withont cause, has become so common that
we find ministers of the gospel have become addicted to it. We do
not recollect ever to have heard complaint made that, in the order
of things, a certain mischievous imp, known as His Satanic Majesty,
was created, but from every desk we hear the old eustomer abused,

In no unmeasured terms. for the faithful manner in which he dis-

charges his duty. Since we find that grumbling is the order of the
day, we take it that Messrs. Leffler and Thompson, instead of merit-
Ing censure, deserve well at the hands of the people.32

The campaign in July was ceharacterized by great earnest-
ness and numerous dramatie incidents. Campaign clubs
were formed; public celebrations were held, accompanied
by political speech-making and frontier merriment: and
various ‘“‘ Railroad Meetings’’ were called and well attend-
ed. Party organs indulged in vigorous personalities and in
violent attacks on opposing party platforms and candidates.
Thus the campaien progressed until the congressional elee-
tions in August and continued until the presidential election
in November.

On July 1st, The Bloomington Herald, in referring to the
action of the Democratic convention of the Second District
In adopting the resolution of the Baltimore platform pro-
hibiting interna] Improvements at national expense, made
the following caustic comments —

Now it will be remembered, that. one year ago, these locofoco
folks pretended to he in tavor of the improvement of harbors and
rivers. . . . Well, Polk’s veto message came out, and the pack
wheeled into line — that is, the office seekers and executive slaves.
They swallowed the veto message whole. They now swallow the
Baltimore resolution, hecause their candidate has endorsed it as
good “‘democracy’’.

It remains to he seen whether the yeomanry of Iowa, and the

32 Keokulk Dispatch, Vol I, No. 5, June 22. 1848
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Union, will wheel into line, as readily — whether they will be waill-
ing to forego the advantage of a long established construction of
the constitution, upon this vital subject, and swallow the dogmas of
Polk and Cass.

After reviewing the faet that Jackson had signed bills,
making appropriations for internal improvements, ‘‘for
more than ten millions of dollars during the eight years of
his administration’’, and calling in question the democracy
of ““the Baltimore Convention folks’’, this journal called at-
tention to Democratic inconsistency in the following
terms :—

Be it known that to improve the rapids of the Mississipp1 river,
is, according to modern ‘‘Democracy’’, unconstitutional !
but the constitution, according to the same high authority, confers
power to fit out a ship of war, and men, to explore the Dead Sea.
It also gives power to dig a canal across the isthmus of
Tehuantepec. Is there any honesty or candor in these men? II
these thines are all right, then is the most absurd thing become
rational. How is it, farmers of lowa.>?

In reply to the attacks of their opponents, the Democrats
charged that the Whigs were guilty ‘‘of manufacturing and
circulating charges . . . . agammst our party, our
prineciples, and the conduct of our public men’’ which were
““of such ageravated malignity’’ that they were ‘‘utterly
without foundation in truth.’’ It was intimated, too, that
““no misrepresentation’’ was ‘‘too glaring, no accusation
too preposterous, to find a greedy market among the orators
and press of the Federal party.”” Finally, ‘‘every Demo-
erat’’ was counselled to be ‘“on his guard?”’, to ‘“watech his
opponents closely and meet fearlessly every attack of the
wily enemy with truth.’’?

But the Democrats did not confine themselves wholly to a
defense of their party principles and candidates. They

33 The Bloomington Herald, New Series, Vol. I1I, No. 108, July 1, 1848.

34 Jowa Democratic Enquirer (Bloomington), Vol. I, No. 2, July 15, 1848.
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reminded the Whigs of the unweleome truth that their party
was divided in its counsels and that if was composed of two
irreconcilable factions based on sectional lines. This di.
vergence of views between the northern and southern wings
of the Whig party was reviewed by the Zowa Democratic
Enquirer (Bloomington), as follows:—

WHIG PRINCIPLES

NORTH SOUTH
1. All men have certain in. I. Two hundred years of leg-
alienable rights. Islation have sanctified 1t.
2. No more territory. 2. ““Absorption of Mexico!?’
3. Wilmot Proviso. 3. All territory adapted to
HIH\'U l:ilu}l‘.'
4. Protective tariff. 4. Sufficient for revenue.
9. United States Bank. 9. Obsolete ideg!
6. Rivers and harbors. 6. Economieca] administration
of the government !
(. Rights of the North. (. Our peculiar institu-
tion’’!
8. No more foreigners. 8. No objection to t.(]I't‘igH

emigration !
J.  Damnable, God abhorred J. "I might slay a Mexican!”

war ! — Clay:.
10. Pirates. robbers & murder- 10. Our egallant army !
ers.
11.  Our Fillmore. 11. 0Old Zach!
12. Distribution of the pro- 12. Not expedient under exist-
ceeds of public lands Ing circumstances.
13.  State responsibility. 13.  Assumption State debts!
14.  Guard the public domain. 14.  Pre-emption and gradua-
tion !
15. Manufacturers 5.  Agriculture !85

m y 9 # - ; . ) ‘ . _ . . - : : :

Uhus did a leading Democratic Journal of Towa analyze
the position of the Whig party in 1848, F'rom this analysis
two conclusions gre to be drawn - (1) slavery was the ulti-

35 ]r’)if';{ ]Jf mocratie )",'.Hf!,'{”';'r ( I_”[}uf]]i]];_:'filn]_ ‘.'i_ll, I, :\:H. .L.:, .]l]hr' I-.;, ]"‘“‘l

''''''

T - — .y = - Rl L S s . ! " % "y
T T A A N B A e L AN AN et e e W R SR PR S TR R N
T o L - - - ¥

i—-"_'-.‘



CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS IN TOWA 63

mate basis of the division of the party into northern and
southern wings; and (2) this division was a source of weak-
ness to the Whig party in Towa. As long as the Whig party
was preserved intact as a national organization, the party
n lowa was united, but when the national organization was
finally rent asunder, the Whigs of Towa were among the first
to dissolve, the major portion of them joining with the Free
Soilers 1n the formation of the Republican party. In the
meantime the Whigs of Iowa were taunted with the fact
that their party was divided and that it would avail them
nothing to elect Representatives to Congress for they could
accomplish little in opposition to Southern wishes.

The Whigs, on the other hand, endeavored to neutralize
the effect of this contention by the countercharge that the
Democratic leaders were trying ‘“to rise to place and power
by falsehood and misrepresentation of the course marked
out by the candidates of the Baltimore nomination’’ ob-
serving that ‘‘Not withstanding the faet exists, that the
convention which nominated Gen. Cass repudiated the doc-
trines of river and harbor improvement, and the conven-
tions, in this State, have endorsed the position of the
Baltimore nomination, still in the face of such glaring facts,
the leaders of the party here undertake to say that they
are 1n favor of these improvements, and contend that Cass
is also. Yet they freely endorsed the doctrines of the veto
of the river and harbor bill, by Mr. Polk, which declared
that Congress had no power to improve the rivers and har-
bors.”” It was ‘‘upon such as volunteer these contradic-
tions and untruths,’’ concluded the Whigs, ‘‘that we war!
— and we ask the people to consider.”’3S

In the meantime, the respective candidates for Congress
were actively engaged in the canvass. A number of speech-
es were delivered, but none of them were printed in the

% The Bloomington Herald, New Series, Vol. I1I, No. 110, July 15, 1848.
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|
|
newspapers of the time. On the other hand, the candidate |

ame 1n for their full share of commendation and durmm*inj
tion, which, however, so far as can be judeged from th:!
records, had no appreciable effect in :lvtm*mining the resul |

of the election. |

[nterest now shifted. in particular, to the First Distriet!| v

where Daniel F. Miller had 2 fighting chance agcainst hic
opponent, William Thompson.?” On July 27th, the Keokul |
Dispatch copied the tollowing editorial from the Fairfiela
Sentinel summarizinge Thompson’s chances for reelection :—

We are pleased to hear. from all quarters of the district. thaf
the prospect of the re-election of Mr. THOMPSON is of the most
auspicious character. His industry and devotion to the Interests
of his constituents have been constant, and most conducive to the
public welfare. In addine to the mail facilities of his constituents.
he has been assiduons and most suceessful. In obtaining from the
proper department g speedy and liberal construction of the Des
Moines River Grant. he evinced much taet, and most commendable
zeal. The improvement of the Mississippi rapids . . . . the
railroad from Keokuk via Tows City to Dubuque, and the railroad
trom Davenport to Couneil Bluffs, which. if construeted, will pass
through the heart of oup district, have all received his support, and
will continue to he sustained by him. His opponent is actively en-
gaged In canvassine the district. We are told that he assails Mpr.
Thompson, but are uninformed of the eround he takes against him.

[f he should address the people here before the election, we
Invite him to renew his attacks . . . . and he will find that

his assaults on the course and votes of Mr., Thompson will be most
trankly and speeifically met.38

On the same day, the Keokuk Register came out 1n a long
editorial addressed ““To the Voters of the First Congres-
sional Distriet.”” After reviewing at length the adminis-
tration of James K. Polk and denouncing especially the

a=r v . . . .
7 The outcome of this campalgn was the first contested congressional elee-

tion case in the history of Towa. This ease will be discussed in the next article.

38 K eokul })f'.'\fifh"f'h, Vol. I, No. 10, .]l]l_‘ir' i, 1848,
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mnexation of Texas and the econduct of the Mexican War,
t went on to make the following observations relative to
he congressional campaign in the First Distriet -—

It 1s fair to presume that Mr. Thompson gives his blind adher-
nce to the actions of the administration as it has received the sane-
lon of a portion of the party that nominated him, and will sustain

en. Cass in similar assumptions, as the course of the President

as recelved his hearty approval. On the other hand, Mr. Miller is a

' ealous advocate for a strict construction of the constitution; an ad-

ocate of that fundamental principle of Government that the will
£ the people should be superior to that of a man; is devoted to the
| Xtension of western instead of the South or Eastern Seaboard

xclusively ; is in favor of raising the tariff to gradually liquidate
heavy national debt, without taxing tea and coffee, the luxuries
f the poor, or resorting to direct taxation; does not question the
ower of Congress to legislate over territory, which has been or may
e acquired, and recognizing the existence of slavery as admitted
y the Constitution, to be an inviolable right opposite to extension
ver other territory.

Mr. Thompson nor his friends have expressed, so far as we are
iformed, his opinions of public policy. We are then compelled to
ssume the prineiples promulgated by the Baltimore Convention as
eclaratory of his views. That manifesto regards the acts of Presi-
ent Polk as great reforms. Tt is opposed to a National Bank; cir-
imstances render a bank unnecessary if not mmexpedient, and the
higs, in no place have raised it as a question.— It is opposed to
le distribution of the public lands. How could it be otherwise
nce Congress has already pledged them to the volunteers ?— It is
posed to the Wilmot Proviso. The Whigs are in favor of free
1l and free labor, in the new territory.— It is opposed to altering
le Tariff of 1846. Our country is a hundred millions in debt with
iterest continually increasing, our government must then either
‘pudiate or resort to direct taxation.— The Whig doctrine is to
t the tariff meet this exigency of the Government.— It is opposed
' a general system of internal improvements. The Whigs are in
vor of benefiting our countrymen by imcreasing facilities for
ansportation to market by judicious appropriations on the ogreat
'mmercial thorough fares of the nation.
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These are the principal points of difference and these you will be' | s Firs
called to decide upon, on the 7th day of August next. Never, ol ]
perhaps, since the origin of our Government have more momentous s
questions been presented. The preservation of the great principles
of constitutional liberty are now placed in your hands. Will you |
show yourself worthy of the trust? Then use your voilces, your | LU0MpS
influence and your vote in securing the right, and while every man | Second
does his duty there is no such word as fail 39 o7 A78

In concluding this account of the congressional campaign | Satter
and election of 1848, reference should be made to the en-
trance of a third party in Towa polities at this time: the
Free Soilers. Although a negligible factor in the campaign b Anan
of 1848, the Free Soil Party is nevertheless of oreat sig-
nificance in the light of later developments. Led by men | Dallas ]

who were dissatisfied with the compromising position of = e Seey
the Whigs and Democrats on the question of slavery ex- | Joes |
tension, this party formed the basis on which the various Uemoerg

anti-slavery extension elements united in the formation of ity
the Republican party.* The discussion of the Free Soil Liefler gy
movement in lowa will, however, be deferred to a future = [if}. F;
paper. It is sufficient to state in this connection that Towa Jeffersop

furnished two Free Soil candidates for Congress in 1848, | ij. ind |
In the First District, Samuel L. Howe announced himself as Polleq 4
the F'ree Soil candidate : while in the Second Distriet, James = 5. .
Dawson appeared as the congressional nominee. The one N and gy .
1ssue on which these two gentlemen based their candidacy | () .
was “‘K'ree Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, and Free Men’?, = | llm._
but there is no evidence that the candidates displayed any u
activity in the congressional campaign. Nor did their can- 1‘_:
didacy attract much attention. lligy .T

The election took place on Monday, August 7th. The

official returns showed that the Demoecratic nominees in
both congressional distriets had won by safe margins. In

39 Keokuk Register, Vol. IT, No. 10, July 27, 1848.

40 For a discussion of the Free Soil party see Woodburn’s Political Parties
and Party Problems in the United States, {‘llzll}tt‘r YL
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the First Distriet, William Thompson received 6477 votes,
Daniel F. Miller 6091, and Samuel L. Howe 310. Thomp-
son, therefore, had the lead over Miller by 386 votes. If
the votes received by Miller and Howe are combined,
Thompson’s majority is cut down to 76 votes. In the
Second District the vote stood as follows: Shepherd Lef-
fler, 5789 ; Timothy Davis, 5398; James Dawson, 178; and
scattering, 8. Thus Leffler had the lead over Davis by 391
votes, and a majority of 205 votes over all the other candi-
dates combined.

An analysis of the official returns by counties shows that
in the First District the Whigs carried the counties of
Dallas, Henry, Jasper, Mahaska, and Poweshiek; while in
the Second District they carried the counties of Delaware,
Jones, Linn, Muscatine, Washington, and Louisa. The
Democrats carried all the other counties except Johnson
County in the Second Distriet which cast 347 votes each for
Leffler and Davis. The Free Soil vote was cast as follows :
In the First Distriet, Henry County gave Howe 135 votes:
Jefferson County, 9; Lee County, 110; Van Buren County,
99; and Wapello County, 1. In the Second District, Dawson
polled 4 votes in Clayton County, 1 vote in Iowa County,
9o votes in Washington County, 14 votes in Louisa County,
and 64 votes in Des Moines County.*!

On December 3, 1849, Shepherd Leffler and William
Thompson presented their certificates of election duly
authenticated by the Governor of Iowa, and were admitted
to their respective seats in the House.*? But the election of
William Thompson was to be contested by Daniel F. Miller,
as the sequel will show.

Lovuis B. ScaMmIpT

THE TowA STATE COLLEGE OF

AGRICULTURE AND MECHANIC ARTS
AMES JTowa

41 Election returns as found in the Archives in Des Moines.

2 Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 31st Congress, 1849-1850, p. 2.




