
HISTORY OF CONGRE IO AL ELECTIONS 

IN IO"\VA 

'l'HE ELECTIO OF 1848 

In proceeding with the history of congressional election 
in Iowa, 1 three facts should be noted : ( 1) the General As
sembly of Iowa had, in accordance with the act of Congress 
of June 25, 1 42, requiring the States to elect Representa
tives by districts, divided the State into two congressional 
districts; ( 2) the General Assembly of Iowa had fulfilled 
the requirements imposed upon the tate leg·islatures by the 
Constitution of the United States by prescribing· the times, 
the places, and the manner of holding· cong·1--essional elec
tions; ( 3) Representa ti,Tes are 1·eg·ular ly chosen in the year 
p1 .. eceding· the assembling· of the Congress in ,vhich they 
take their sea ts. 

It will be l"emembe1 .. ed that the Congressmen elected in 
1846 were chosen for the second session of the Twentv-

, 

ninth Cong1,ess which expiI·ed on 11arch 4, 1847, and that 
the cong·ressional election of 1 4 7 was held for the selection 
of Congressmen to 1"ep1 .. esent Iowa in the Thirtieth Con
g·ress which convened the following December. I n the 
normal course of events, however, the Representatives 
elected in 1847 would have been chosen in 1 46. But this 
would have necessitated the election of two sets of Con
g1"'essmen in the same year : one to represent I owa in the 
second session of the Twenty-ninth Cong·ress and the other 
to represent the State in the Thirtieth Congress. The 

1 For an account of congressional elections in Iowa prior to 1848 see the 
writer's article in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. X, PP· 
463-502. 
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election of 1 47 avoided two simultaneous elections. The 
terms of the Congressmen elected in 1 47 expired on Ma1--ch 
4, 1849. The congressional election of 1 4 was therefore 
l1eld in accordance with the rule which has prevailed in all 
of the States down to the present time of electing Congress
men in the even years - that is, in the year preceding the 
assembling· of the Congress in ,vhicb the Representatives 
elect are to take their sea ts. 

On January 24, 1 48, the General Assembly of Io\\Ta in 
extI·a session passed an act altering the boundary li11e be
t\?een the First and econd Congressional districts. It 

~nta- provided that the act of February 22, 1 47, dividing· the 

1re I 

ona 
ille 
~ th 

tate into t,vo dist1"icts, be '' so amended, that the county of 
Poweshiek shall be attached to, and made a part of the fi.1·st 
Congressional District, instead of the second, as pro, ... ided 

me~ for by said act.' ' 2 The reasons for this t1·ansfe1 .. a1--e not 
elec- clear. It could not have been made to equalize the popula
year tion of the two districts for the reason that the inhabitants 
they of the Fi1--st District outnumbered those of the Second Dis-

trict by se, ... eral thousand, as shown by the census retu1·ns of 
din 1847, 184 , and 1849.3 or could the transfer ha,,.e been 
~nty· made for political reasons. The election retu1·ns do, indeed, 
that indicate a decreasing Democratic majority in the Fi1·st Dis
~tion trict and an increasing· Democratic majo1 .. ity in the Second 
Oon· Dist1--ict. But the small Whig majority of five i11 Poweshiek 

the County in the election of 18484 was not sufficient to make 
nre' any material difference in the political streng·th of the two 
thic districts. ''The chief merit of the law seems to have been 

Oon· that it tended to straighten the dividing line and so make 
l the the form of the districts more regular.' ' 5 ( See Map.) 
ther 2 Laws of Iowa, Extra Session, 1848, pp. 34, 35. 

The 3 Hull's Historical arid Comparative Census, pp. 196, 198. 
4 Election returns as found in the Archives in Des Moines. 
5 Peirce's Congressional Districting in Iowa in THE Iow A JOURNAL OF Hrs

TORY AND POLITICS, Vol. I, pp. 337, 338. 
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The \\'"ar with 1Iexico was concluded by the treaty of 
Guadaloupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1 4 . By this treaty 
the ,1ast area of New 1\1exico and California was ceded to 
the United tates. This large addition of more than 500,000 
sql1a1·e miles of te1 .. 1 .. itory immediately b1--ought into com
ma11cling· importance the question of slavery extension. 
Political parties and party leaders did not, indeed, announce 
themsel,res as advocates or opponents of the extension of 
qla'?e1·y until the crisis was at hand; but '' e'\"e1 .. y g1 .. eat meas
u1 .. e' ', beginning with the annexation of Texa in 1 45, 
; 'was considered and decided with reference chiefly to the 
extension, the mainte11ance, or the o, .. e1·thro,v'' of the in
stit11tion of slavery. '' The opponents of slavery became 
bolcler and more aggressive; its def enders more vigilant, 
mo1·e 1·esentful of attacks upon it, mo1"e l'ig·icl in their ostra
cism of public men at the 1 orth ,vho did not accept tl1eir 
p1·inciples, more resolute in the event of a denial of their 
'1·ig·l1ts' in their purpose to seek those rights by a sepa1·ation 
from the Union. As the feeling grew more intense and the 
language of extreme partisans increased in violence, well
meaning men tried to prolong the peace by compromises 
and by endeavors to turn the cur1'ent of political thot1g·ht 
to other subjects. ' ' 6 \Vhile both the Democrats and the 
Wl1igs, in their anxiety to preserve the nationality of their 
respective parties, endeavored to divert the public mind 
f1~om the sla,.,.ery issue to such time-honored questions as 
the tariff and internal improvements, the principle em
bodied in the Wilmot proviso nevertheless became the para
mount issue, the importance of which increased until it was 
clecided by secession, civil ,var, and emancipation. 

The congressional campaign of 184 was the first to occur 
in Iowa in the year of a presidential election. Before pro
ceeding with the narrative of the campaig·n, however, it 

o Stan"'·ood 's History of the Preside1icy, p. 226. 

• 
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shoulcl be pointed out tl1a t tl11· e i1n1)01·ta11t con icl ra tio11. 
shol1ld b l{ept i11 mincl i11 the ... t11d)7 of co11°·r ssional lec
tions occ11r1·ing i11 p1·e icle11tial ). a rs : (1) tlle t,,ro conte ts 
are almo t ynchronous 7

- both occurring at the ame tim ; 
(2) both are dominate l larg ly by the a1ne political issue ; 
( 3) tl1eJr l1a \ T to clo ,~li th cl et 1·n1i11i11g· tl1e COIDJ)lcxio11 of co-
01·dina te lJ1·a11che of tl1e 11a tio11al g·o,re1·11me11t: the le 0 ·i la
tive and the admiui trative. It is obvious, therefore, that . 
it i difficult, if not impossible, to di connect ntir ly the t" o 
conte ts ancl tl1at ,1 cli ct1. io11 of the one i11,,ol,·e in 1Ja1·t 
also a con ideration of the other. N everthele · , congres-
ional lectio11 i11 Io,,Ta co11 ti tu te th theme of this cli -

7 
\\'hile the tin1e, the places, and the rnanner of holding congressional elec

tions are <leterrnined bJ· the various tates, the tirne of holding presidential 
elections is cleterinincd by the ni ted States Congre s. Prior to 1792 no regt1-

la tion ,Yas prescribed, but in that :vea r ongre~s 11as8cd an act providing that 

'' electors shall ho :1ppointcd in each tate for the election of a President and 

Vicc-Presillent of the United • tates, ,vithin thirty-four da)'S preceding the 

first \\ c<lnesday in Dccernbcr, l i92 and ,vithiu thirtJ•-four day·s preceding the 

first WcdncsdaJ· in Dece1nbcr in every· fourth ;•ea1· sur.ceeding the last election''. 
This la,v \Yas final13· supcrse<led by the act of ongr 1ss of 1 45, ,vhich is still in 

force, providing '' 1'hat the electors for Pre ident an<l '\rice-President shall be 
appointed in each • tate on the 'l1 uesday next after the first Monday in the 

rronth of Noven1her of the J·ear in '"·hich they arc to be appointed.''- '.,e 
tan,\'ood 's History of the l'resi,lcncy, })p. 36, 242. 

The General Asscrnhly of Io,va, on the other hand, hatl, by the 1\ct of .Janu-
arj• 24, 1 4 , provided that Representative~ to Congress should be elected ''at 

the general election in the year one thousand eio·h t l1unclrcd and fortJ·-eigl1t, 
and every t" o years thereafter.'' The Constitution of l 4G pro"i<lecl that the 
general elect ion should be held on the first n!onda)· in .t\ugust. To,, a Congress-

,ncn '"ere, therefore, under this c:onstitntion chosen in August. The Constitu-

tion of 1 5i changed the dato of the general election to "the second Tuesday 
in October, except the J'ears of the 11residential election, ,vben the election shall 

be on the Tuesday next after the first ~fonclaJ' in ~ T ovc1nber' '. The 1a,v of 
JanuarJ· 24, 1 4 , rcn1aining in force under this onst1tution the <late of the 
election of Congrcssn1cn ,vas changed accordingly. In 1 4 an amen<ln1ent to 

the Constitution of 1857 ,vas adopted providing that the general election shall 

be held uniformly in Tovember. It will be observed, therefore, that eongres
sjnnal and presidential elections in Io"·a have been held on the same <late since 

1857.-See the ConstHutions of Iowa of 1846 and 1 57, on the subject of 
general elections. 
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cussion and so the features of the presidential campaign 
,vill be ref erred to only in so far as they affected the con
gressional campaign. 

P1 .. eparations for the nominatio11 of candidates for Con
g·1--ess began early. On February 9, 1 4 , Tlie Iowa Stand
ard advised the Whigs '' that not a day should be lo t 
in taking the preliminary steps to open the campaign. Our 
candidates for Cong1 .. ess should be upon the stump by the 
fi1"st clay of ~Iay. . . . The "T higs have in man counties 
a majority against them to o,7 ercome, and they should have 
ample time to endeavor to do it, by reason, arg·ument and 
the dissemination of ,,Thig p1"inciples. The candidates fo1' 
Cong1--ess will ha,Te hea,ry duties to perfo1--m, if they visit 
every neighborhood in their 1--especti,,.e districts, which they 
should do, if they ,vish faithfully to discharg·e their duty to 
the ,,Thigs of the tate. "\Ve are therefo1 .. e in fa,,.or of imme
diate action in every county in the ta te. '' 8 

But comparatively little intere t was taken in the coming 
congressional election until Ap1--il, for-- two reasons: (1) it 
was too ea1,ly to inaugurate the congressional campaign; 
and (2) the public mind wa occupied ,vith James Harlan's 
spirited contest for the office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 

The Whigs of the First District ,,,,.ere the first to become 
active in the campaign for the election of Oongrcssmen. On 
April 20th, the \Vhig Cong1 .. essional Committee of that dis
trict issued a call for a convention to meet at Fairfield on 
iiay 17th for the purpose of nominating a candidate for 
Congress to represent the Fi1 .. st Dist1,ict. The basis of 
representation in the convention was to be ''two delegates 
for each Senator and Representative, in each county or 

s The Iowa Standard (Iowtt City), ew Series, Vol. II, No. 25, F ebruary 9, 
1848. 

• 
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li t1·ict. '' Tl1e call ,\ras i 0 ·11 eel l))T L\.1·th u1· B 1·ic1 o-man, . W. 
1

lagle, ar1d Geor0 ·e "\\.,.. "\;'\ ... 1·i0 ·ht.0 

Th co11,1 ntion 1net accor<ling·l;r. tem1)01·ar}"'" 01·0-aniza-
tion "as ffect cl b)r th appoi11t1nc11t of Da11i I E . B1·aina1·d 
of \

7 
an Bl11·e11 Ol111tj· a cl1ai1·111a11 ,111 1 Richa1·cl I1·win of 

J ff r on ounty a er tary. R olutions were pa s cl di-
1·ecting the cl1ai1·1nan to a !)point co1n111i tt 011 c1· dential 
and on pe1·n1a11e11t 01· 0 ·a11iz,1 ti 011. The committe s 1Jein°· . 
clul3r appoi11t d, tl1 cor1,, 11tio11 a 1jou1·11e 1 u11til afternoor1. 

Tl1e co11\1 e11tio11 met JJt1r ua11t to acljou1·11ment ancl the 
committ on pe1·1na11e11t 01·g·a11ization }Jl'e e11ted tl1e follo"r_ 
ing report : Pre ident Geor 0 ·e \Vil on of \Vapello ounty · 
Vice Pr ident , ol. \\ . M:. 'tewa rt of Lee ounty and .A. 
L . .1 ;ichols of £aha l{a ou11t,r · ec1·etc11·ie . BaldY\1 i11 of 

~ 

Jefferson ounty and George \'V. Garne of \Tan Buren 
Ol1nty. 'I he repo1·t ,,1 a acloptecl l111a 11imou 1> ... and tl1e 

p rma11ent office1·s of tl1e co11,1 11tio11 took thei1· 1·e pecti,·e 
places. I 

The report of the com1nittee on credeutia Is being adopted, I 
the convention proce~ded to ballot on a cono-res ional nom- I 
inee. Georg G. \\~right of Van Buren ounty and Daniel 1 

F . J\'1iller of Lee County wer pr ut d a the candidat 
for the nomination. \Vhile the convention wa balloting on 
a candidat for ongress, the Van Buren delegation with
drew and aft r con ultation returned to th convention and 
through J . B. IIowell a ked lea, e to withdraw the name of 
G orge G. l'Vright from the con ideration of th conYention. 
Leave was granted, whereupon Dani 1 F . lliill r was nom-
inated by acclamation a the \Vhig candiclat for ongre · p 
from the F irst District. ft 

The cominitt e on resolutions " hich "as now appointe l 
by th pr ident of the conYention con i ted of th f ollowin °· 
ruember : \:V. H. l'Vallace of }I nry ounty, . 1:V. Slagl of 

o K eoJ uli, Register, , 7ol. I , No. 4 , April 20, 1 4 . 
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W. J effe1'son County, and J. B. Howell of Van Buren County. 

• 
1Z8-

ard 
l of 
di-

ial: 

ion. 

I\fr. Miller thanked the convention for his nomination and 
made a few remarks on '' general politics''. While the com
mittee on resolutions was d1 .. afting the platform, speeches 
were made by Viele of Lee, treet of Wapello, Jay of 
Henry, and helladay of 11ahaska. The resolutions pre
pared by the committee were then presented to the con
,~ention and adopted unanimously by that body as the 
pl::1.+foi:m of the \Vhig party in the First District. 

The platform, consisting of a preamble and eight resolu
ow- , tions, a1 .. raigned the ad.mini tration of James K. Polk and 
ttv· extolled the principles of the \Vhig party, but carefully 
• 

the 

A. a,roided any reference to the sla,rery issue. It condemned 
of 

ren 
the 

ed 
)ill· 

uel 
te .. 
on 

ith-
ind 
of 

on. 
)D1· 

ted 

'' the misrule of the party in power' ', commended the Whig· 
party as a worthy descendant of ''that great party, who in 
revolutionary days bid defiance to the British Crown'', and 
emphasized the leading principle of this party to be '' op
position to executive power and unconstitutional preroga
tive.'' James K. Polk was denounced for '' basely bowing 
the knee to the power of England on the Oregon contro
versy'' and for ''the creation of an unnecessary war with 
Mexico''. These considerations, including Polk's '' opposi
tion to the improvement of our Western Harbo111·s and 
rivers'', continued one resolution, '' leave us ,vitl1out con
fidence in either his ability or his honesty and require that 
the administration of the Government should be entrusted 
to abler hands.'' 

The platform also accused '' the leaders of the Locof oco 
party in Iowa'' with having· '' universally sacrificed the in
terests and the welfare of the people to their o,vn selfish 
ag·g·randizement'' and argued '' that a continuance of such 
men in office, will only tend to increase the burdens of tax
ation and involve the people in still deeper difficulties than 
those already surrounding them.'' 



46 IOWA JOURNAL OF HI TORY A.1. D POLITICS 

Another resolution pledged the support of the Whig 
party in the respective counties to the nominee of this con
vention and also to the nominees of the \Vhig ational 
Convention. Finally, the action of the tate Convention 
held at Iowa City on l\fay 11th was enc1orsed with the ob
servation ''that the ene1--gy and unanimit}r of the whig party 
afforc1s us chee1·ing· hopes of app1·oaching· , rictory. '' 10 

The nomination of Daniel F. l\fille1· for Cong·re s by the 

t 

\Vhig·s of the First District was commended enthusiastically 
by the leading \Vhig jou1--nals. Tl1e Bloo11iington Herald 
observed that '' 1Ir. l\1iller is an old 1·esident of the tate 
and is well versed in the crooks ,vhich Jocofocoism takes to 
deceive the real Democracy of the country. He will g·ive the 
spoils party t1--ouble bef 01·e he g·ets th1--oug·h with them.'' 11 

Tlie I ou·a Standard rema1·ked: ''We ha,Te every reason to 
belie,re that the nomination of Daniel F. l\fille1· ,vas the most 1 
judicious that could have been mac1e. He is one of the ea1--ly G 

settle1--s in Iowa, is a La,vyer of acknowledg·ed abilities and I 
extensive practice, and what is of some consideration in a 
tight political contest, he can I"un up to his party strength 
in the empi1--e county and a little over. '' 12 The K eoki1k h 

R egister added that Miller's '' nomination . . . . by or 
acclamation, is a sufficient guarantee to this district, of his C 

devotion to the principles of the Whig· faith. I ndifference B~I 
I only can bring· defeat.' ' 13 17.a 

Daniel F . Miller was, indeed, one of the most widely an 

known pioneers and la\vmakers of Iowa. Bo1"'n in l\fary- tc 
land in 1814, he removed in his youth to Pittsbu1"g·h, PP-nn- de!, 

sylvania, where he studied and practiced law until 1 39 fh 
1° For the proceedings of the Whig Convention of the First District see the 

Keokuk Register, Vol. II, No. I, May 25, 1848. 
11 

The Bloomington H erald, Tew Series, Vol. III, ro. 106, May 27, 1848. 
12 

TJie Iowa Standard (Iowa City), Tew Series, Vol. II, No. 34, May 31, 
1848. 

1s Keokuk Register, Vol. II, No. 1, May 25, 1848. 

1 
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\vhen he emigrated to the Territory of Io,,ra, locating at 
Fort 11adison. Elected a Representative to the Leg·islative 
1\..~sembl}r of the Territory of Iowa in 1 40, he helcl that 
)ffice for one term. His appearance in politics in 1 4 , as 
vhe Whig· candidate £01 .. Cong·ress from the First Di trict, 

of u11ust1al interest, f 01-- out of the ensuing August election 
lf)veloped the first contested congressional election case in 
·he histo1--y of Io,va. 11r. 1filler ,vas one of the fot1nders of • 

Ile Republican part3r in Iowa and was one of the presi-
1ential electors in 1 56 ,vhen the vote of the tate ,vas cast 
JO!"' the Republican ca11didate fo1-- the pre idenc}l'. 111 1 60 
\1r. 11iller ,,ras an i11dependent cancliclate for J udg·e of the 
3up1--eme Cou1 .. t of Io,, .. a, but was defeated by Judge W 1·ig·ht, 
he RepulJlican candidate. Fift}r-th1--ee years afte1· his elec
,ion as Representative to the Leg·islati,Te Assembl}l' of the 
rerrito1 }l' of Iowa, :&fr. 11iller ,vas elected in 1893 to the 
1eneral Assembly of Io,va. 11r. filler practiced la,,r in 
owa for fifty-four years and was known as the '' estor'' 

>f the Iowa bar. He died in Omaha, ebraska, in 1 95.14 

The Democrats of the First District met in convention at 
he Cou1·t House in Fai1--field on June 15th. The tempora1 .. y 
-1·ganization was composed of David Hendershott of Henry 
1
ounty, chairman, and Georg·e 1fay of Wapello County, 

ecreta1--y. Committees on credentials, on permanent organ
zation, and on resolutions we1--e appointed by the chai1·man, 
.ncl then the convention adjourned until one o'clock. In 
he interval, Delazon Smith, upon invitation addressed the 
elegates '' in an able and powerful address, showing~ up 
he inconsistencies of the Whigs.'' 

When the convention reassembled in the afternoon, the 
ommittee on pe1"manent 01'ganization made the follo,ving 
ccommendations : President, Uriah Briggs; Vice Presi
ents, Robert Brown and William M. Morrow; Secretaries, 
14 Gue 's H istory of I ou;a, Vol. IV, p. 191. 

• 
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Guy Wells and James Craig. The recommendations wer€ 
accepted and the permanent organization duly effected 
The report of the committee on credentials was then pre 
sented and adopted, whereupon a motion was made to r e
qui1'e a two-thirds vote in the nomination of a candidate fo1 
Congress, but the motion was lost. 

The candidates for the nomination were William Tho mp 
son and Delazon Smith. The result of the first ballo1 
showed that William Thompson had received 43 votes an · 
Delazon Smith 14 votes, whereupon Augustus Hall mo,,.ec 
that Mr. Thompson be declared the unanimous choice of thE 
convention as the Democratic candidate for Congress in thE 
First District.15 The motion was carried. 

The report of the committee on resolutions was presentec 
by S. J. Bayard, Chairman, the other members of the com
mittee being Col. C. J. C1·ocker, George May, J. B. Ham
ilton, and J. D. Spalding. It consisted of eleven resolutionf 
which were adopted unanimously by the convention as th( 
platform of the Democratic party in the First District 
Cautiously avoiding, as did the Whig platform of this dis• 
trict, any reference to the real issue, the resolutions a1·( 

interesting chiefly as a lengthy pronouncement of patriotic 
encomiums on Lewis Cass and General Butler - the nom• 
inees of the Democratic National Convention. ''Resolved 
That in Lewis Cass'', ran one resolution, ''we r ealize th( 
statesman - the wise and disc1"eet senator - the able diplo 
matist - the accomplished scholar - the patriot in wa1 
and peace - the soldier whose sword always glittered ir 
the van of danger - the Democrat, ever in favor of th( 
cause of liberty and the widest spread of free principles.' 
Another resolution recognized General W. 0. Butler as' 'th< 
g·allant soldier of 1812 - one of the heroes of Monterey-

• 

I 

l 

( 

f 

C 15 For a biographical sketch of William Thompson see THE IowA JOURNAL 01 

HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. X, p. 491. } 
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an enlightened statesman, a sound Democrat, and a patriot 
,,1thout guile. '' 

Tl1e platform did '' not approve of electing a Pre ident 
,,.,hose only recommendation is his militar3 ... achievements'', 
a1~guing that '' some ser\ice in civil statio1i is necessary to 
qualify any one to discharge satisfactorily the duties of 
chief magist1'ate of this United tates. '' This was intended 
as a reproach to General Taylor, ,vhose onl3-r public se1"vice 
,vhich commended hjm for the p1--esidency ,,.,as his military 
1"ecord in the Mexican wa1". Again, it was contended, '' That 
as the South has had the President f 01-- f 01 .. ty-eight out of 
sixty years we think it time to elect another f1--om th 
North.'' 

Finally, the resolutions appI"O\"ecl ' the Baltimor plat
form'', 16 commended ''the course of ou1" pre ent member of 
Congress, W. Thompson,'' who ''is entitled to the con
fidence and support of his constitue11ts' ', co11gratulated 
James K. Polk ''for the :fidelity with which he has carried 
out'' the ''principles'' of the Democ1--atic pa1"ty and '' for 
the prudence, skill, and success ,vith which he has conducted 
the 1fexican ,var to its close'', ancl pledged '' the use of all 
honorable effo1--ts to secure the election of the nomi11ee of 
this convention.'' 

A resolution proposing· that in the election of United 
States Senators one Senator ought to be chosen from the 
Fi1'st Congressional District was rejected. The proceed
ings of the convention were concluded by the appointment 
of a '' Congressional Central Committee of Cor1"espondence 
for the First District'' consisting of the following members: 
S. J. Bayard of Jefferson County, Guy Wells of Lee County, 

16 For a statement of the resolutions adopted by the Democratic National 
Convention in 1848 see Stanwood's History of tlie Presidency, pp. 199-201; 
215, 216; 234-236. The Whig ational Convention adopted no platform in 
1848. 
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H . B. Hendershott of Wapello County, A. Hall of Van tic 
Buren County, and T. Baker of Polk County.17 re 

be 

rep 
a 

for 

In the meantime, the party 01·gans began to urge the im
portance of selecting candidates for Congress from the 
Second District. Tlie Iowa Standard on May 24th admon
ished '' our whig friends in this district to begin to think 
seriously about a suitable nominee. . . . The whigs in 
the counties south of the Io·\\Ta, a1·e ivide awake to this nom- . r 

ination. Will those in the no1 thern counties sleep upon chai 
thei1"' local and party rig·hts ! '' 18 

On May 27th, the vVhig Cong·ressional Committee of the 
Second District issued a call fo1-- a convention to be held at 
Bloomington on June 15th. The call specified the ratio of 
representation in the convention to be '' one deleg·ate for 
eve1 .. y one hund1"'ed voters ( of all parties) in each county.'' 
Counties casting les than one hundred votes and not less 
than fifty were to be entitled to t,vo delegates and those 
casting less than fifty votes were to be entitled to one dele
gate. '' A full and general attendance, from all parts of the 
district'' was requested. The call was signed by N. L. 
Stout, Isaac Leffler, William Penn Cla1--k, E . H . Thomas, and 
John P . Cook.19 

Tlie Iowa Standard exp1--essed the fear, however, that 
'' there will be scarcely time to circulate the notice to the 
counties and townships, so as to ensure a general appoint
ment of delegates . . . . and if there should not be 
some ext1

4

a exertions, not half of them will be 1--epresented 
in the convention. We therefore earnestly entreat the lead
ing whig·s in the several county towns, to circulate the no-

17 
For the proceedings of the Democratic Convention of the First District 

see the Keokuk Dispatch, Vol. I, o. 5, June 22, 1848. 
18 

The Iowa Standard ( Iowa City), New Series, Vol. II, ro. 33, :Ofay 24, 
1 848. 

19 
The Iowa Sta,,dard (Iowa City), ew Series, Vol. II, o. 34, May 31, 

1848. 
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,;an tices by special messengers, in every township in their 

• e lill· 
1 the 
mon-
think 

• 
r, 1D 
':) 

nom-
upon 

f the 
Id at 
io of 
~ for 
1tr.' • 

less 
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1,espective counties, ,vithout an liours delay; that there may 
be a 1·eal and not a nominal convention of the people's 
representatives, as is too often the case. A full delegation 
is absolutely necessary, in order to insure a cordial acqui-
e cence in the nomination, and without this, we cannot hope 
f 01 .. success.'' In another editorial of the same i sue this 
org·an observed hopefully that ''if e-ver the whigs had a · 
chance to carI·y this district, it is now. There are entirely 
too many great men in the locofoco ranks to get on harmo
niously, and we have only to make a judicious selection in 
order to g·ive 'em a real Buena Vista.'' Finally, this jour
nal urged the farmers '' to let go the plo,v-handle fo1-- a 
week, and prepare for the battle. And we vent11re to pre
dict, that if the whig corps are properly organized ancl 
drilled, we shall 'lam 'em like blazes.' We oug·ht to do it, 
we can do it, we must do it.' ' 20 

The convention which met pursuant to the call ffected a 
temporary organization by the appointment of J. P. De 
Forrest, chairman, and S. A. Hudson, secretary. Afte1 .. the 
appointment of the usual committees on credential , on 
permanent organization, and on resolutions by the chair

that man, the convention adjourned until two o'clock in the 

> the 
oint• 
)t be 
inted 
lead· 

• I istrie 

ay 31 

afternoon. 

When the convention met pursuant to adjournment L. 
Ely presented the r eport of the committee on credentials, 
which was adopted. Ebenezer Cook presented the report of 
the committee on permanent organization, which made the 
following recommendations: President, I saac Leffler of Des 
Moines County; Vice Presidents, N. P. Cooper of Wash
ington County and W. E. Jennings of Jackson County; 
Secretaries, Edward H. Thomas of Louisa County and 

20 The I owa Standard (Iowa City), New Series, Vol. II, o. 34 !\,fay 31, 
1848. 
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James H . Leech of Cedar County. The recommendations ls 

we1 .. e adopted unanimously and the officers took their seats. perfc 

The question of counting· the votes of counties not fully 
represented was settled by the adoption of a resolution pro-

DQ 

viding '' that the deleg·ates from those counties which a1 .. e port 

not fully 1 .. ep1--esented, cast the full number of votes to which 
said counties are 1--espectively entitled, and that if the dele- n~ht 
gates cannot ag·ree in their ,.,.ote, that they vote individual- t er 
ly. '' The con,Tention then proceeded to ballot f 01.. a 
candidate for Cong·1·ess, . Everson and J . S. Richman 
being appointed as telle1·s. The result recorded by the :first 
ballot stood as follows : Timothy Da,ris, 43; 1fajor McKean, 
34; I saac Leffler, 6; and Col. Henderson, 1. 1fr. Davis "?as 
thereupon nominated unanimously as the \Vhig candidate 

ep 
2d. 

for Cong·1·ess from the econd District. 

The committee on 1--esolutions, composed of tout, Cla1·k, 
and Patte1·son, presented the report consisting o.f a pre
amble and t,vel,re 1·esolutions which ,,,.as adopted unanim 011s

ly as the platform of the \Vhig· pa1·ty in this district. nf ore 
di1 .. ect and dig-ni:fied than the platfo1·m of either the \\7hig·s 
or the Democrats of the First District, this document as
sumed a mo1·e definite attitude on the questions eng·ag·ing· 
the attention of the public mind. The preamble emphasizecl 
the following· considerations : (1; '' a chang·e in the national 
administration'' ,vas '' necessary . . . . in order to 
secure a jt1st and equitable administration of public af
fairs''; ( 2) the election of the nominee of the Baltim 01·e 

Convention '' would not effect such change'' ; ( 3) '' such 
change can only be brought about by the elevation of me11 
to power who have been in no "rise connected with the 
present corrupt administration of affairs''; ( 4) '' the neces
sity of the representative branch of the GovernmP.nt being 
composed of the friends of Weste1·n and National inter
ests.'' The following· resolutions we1--e then presented :-

I • 

pm11 

powei 
oonsti 

3d. 
electi 
nntra 
shall I 

4th. 
T!fl.(J 

l\ill b 
official 

5th. 
patrio· 

we exi 
Candie 
-for 
drnast 

' 
6th. 

~me 
11biitu1 
so ·hat 
throug} 

ith. 
SUbject 
,:The k 
llndue 1 
the Go~ 
• 
in dan~ 

() 



tion~ 
eats 
fully 

• 

pro-
l are 
·hicb 
dele
lual-
)l' 8 

mau 

fir~ 
. 

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS IN IOWA 53 

1st. Resolved, That the first and 1nost important labor to be 
performed by the representatives, of the people, from the West in 
Congress, is to secure an appropriation from the General Govern
ment for the improvement of rivers and harbors; and we shall sup
port no man for that trust who shall, in any way, be committed to 
the present administration. 

2d. Resolved, That the Executive has no moral or constitutional 
right to trifle with the interests of the people by capriciously using 
the veto power for the mere indulgence of his private piques or 
opinions - and to do so, is a wanton violation of the practice of 
the early administrations of the government, and a usurpation of 
power not granted by the spirit, letter, or intent of the national 
constitution. 

. ean 3d. Resolved, That we will use our best endeavors to secure the 
wa· election of a man to represent this district in Congress, who shall be 
dat untr3mmeled by the power and patronage of government; one who 

~hall be a free man, and not an Executive Slave. 
4th. Resolved, That we view the nomination of General ZACHARY 

pre- TAYLOR as giving an opportunity to ihe people to elect a man, who 
will be the President of the whole people, and not of a faction of 
official sycophants and lacqueys. 
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5th. Resolved, That in Mu,I,ARD FILLMORE we recognize a staunch 
patriot; a statesman of tried ability and profound political knowl
edge, and with him and the noble TAYLOR, as our standard bearers, 
we expect an easy and triumphant VICTORY of the people over the 
Candidate of the present corrupt and unscrupulous administration 
- for in Lewis Cass we recognize only a continuation of the present 
dynasty. 

6th. Resolved, That the veto power has, by its wanton abuse, 
become obnoxious to liberty and dangerous to the perpetuity of our 
institutions and that it is high time that this power was restricted 
so that it cannot interfere with the will of the people, as expressed 
through their representatives in Congress. 

7th. Resolved, That the opinion of General TAYLOR upon this 
subject meets with the entire approbation of this convention, to wit: 
'c The known opinions and wishes of the Executive have exercised 
undue and injurious influences upon the Legislative department of 
the Government; and for this cause I have thought our system was 
in danger of undergoing a great change from its true theory.'' 

I 
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th. Resolved, Tl1at Le,,·is 1ass o,,1es all that lie is, and all that 
he posse s · , to the gro,vtih of the Great 1\r est; and that in his 
recreanc)" to he1· deare ·t intere ts, lie has provecl himself alike 
destit11te of gratit11de and J)tll)lic ,,i1i.11e: - and ,,,e mutually pledge 
our elves to see that }1e sl1all fincl his proper level in the defeat 
·tvhich a ,vaits hi1n before tl1e g·rea t trilJunal of tl1e Ame1·ican people. 

9tl1. Resolvecl, Tl1at tl1e difference llet,veen Democracy and Loco
focoism is, tl1at the fir t con tern plate. tl1e rule of popular ,rill; 
,vhile the latter l1as no moti,·es of action bt1t the public poils -
and to ec11re tl1e e, it l1as st1 rtainecl tl1e arm of t)"ranny in the s11p-
port of tl1e ,vill of one 1nan for tl1e defeat of impo1~tant public 
measures . . . . 

lOtl1. I e ol,red, Tl1at ,,·e, as ,v11ig , . . . . ,vill guard tl1e 
,,·ill of tl1e p eo1)le c1gain t tl1e fa hiona ble t1surpation of Locofoco
ism as cle,·eloped in tl1e course of J:>olk's polic:v·. 

This platfor1n ha,ring b en acce1)tecl by the co11,T ntion 
the f ollo,,,.i11g· 1·e oll1tio11s ,,1 l' }Jl'ese11tccl and adoptecl :-

1. Re ol,
1

ed, Tl1at in Timotl1~T Da,·i , tl1i conv·ention pre ent a 
cancliclate 1o tl1e \\ .... l1ig of this District, ,vl10 i · regarded as e111inent
ly c1l1alifiecl fo1· tl1eir suppo1·t fo1· l~eJ)resr11tnti,,c in ongre s, ancl 
,,re l1ere pledge 011rsrl,,es to 11se all l1ono1--a ble exertions to promote 
his election. 

2. Rtsol,red, That ,ve are in fa ,,or of tl1e \\7 ilinot P1,o,·iso, . ,1 

called, ancl tl1at d11t~y· ancl patriotis111 require 11s to declare that ,,,,.e 
are opposecl to the exten ion of sln,·er~" over nny te1·ritory no,v pos
sessed, or \vhicl1 111a)" be l1erenfte1· acq11irecl l)}r the nitcd tates.21 

Timoth~T Da,ris was an old and 1·esp cted citiz n of Dl1-
buql1e. He ,,as born in 1 e,v J erse,T in 1794. Afte1' 1-- c i, -

• 

ing a common school ducation, he mioTatecl to Kentuck~ 
where he tuclied law in 1 16. pon re1n0Yino- to l\1i ouri 
in the same year he practic cl law in that tate for tw nty 
yea1·s. t the encl of that pe1'iod he ca1ne to Iowa and 
locat cl at Dubuque. l\1r. Davis was a staunch \Vhi0 ·, but 
11pon tl1e clissolution of the \Vhig pa1'ty he affiliated with the 

21 
For the proceedings of the Whig Convention of the Second District sec 

The Bloo,nington IIirald, Ne-q Series, Vol. III, J.,.O. 10, July 1, 1 4. 
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Republicans. Elected to Congress in 1856, he retired from 
public life at the end of his term.22 

The Democrats of the econd District met in convention 
at Davenport on June 15th.2 3 Complete records of the pro
ceedings of this convention have not been found.24 ome 
important facts, however, have been gathered from the 
newspapers of the time, which throw considerable light on 
the con'7ention. Tlie Iowa Standard, on May 31st, observed 
that '' There are lots of aspirants,'' for the Democratic 
nomination for Congressman from the econd District, 
'' and they are as bees in drilling their men; in a locof oco 
convention, the nomination is the real election, and the bal
lotting in August, is mer ely for the purpose of enabling the 
nominee to obtain a certificate, if the whigs fall below in 
counting noses.' ' 25 Shepherd Leffler was a candidate for re
nomination, but the names of no other candidates are given 
in the records examined. It must be concluded, the1'efore, 
that Mr. Leffler was the only candidate se1·iously considered 
for the nomination. 

Again, the K eokuk Dispatcli informed its r eader s that 
strenuous efforts were made in the Second District to pre
vent Leffier's nomination, based mainly upon the ground 
that he had neglected the inter ests of that district in failing 
to procure a donation of land to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk. In r eply to this charge, 
the K eokuk Dispatch published a letter which had appeared 

2 2 Gue's H istory of I owa, Vol. TV, p. 68. 
23 I t will be observed that the Democratic conventions of both congressional 

districts and the Whig convent ion of the Second District assembled on the same 
date. 

24 The f ailure t o :find any record of the proceedings of this convention is due 
to the fact that gaps occur in the files of several Democratic newspapers of 
the t ime. Again, other Democratic organs, the files of which are complete, 
give no repor t of this convention. 

25 The I owa Standard (I owa City) , New Series, Vol. II, No. 34, May 31, 
1848. 
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in the 11,Jiizer','3 E ,nzJ , C'~'> (Dl1buqu ) ho,\'"ino- that Leffler had 
in fact labo1· d i11 bel1,1lf of th Du1Jl1q11e and Keokuk rail
" ray pr .. oject. Tl1i leti t'" ,,,a. '\""I'itt n by fr. Leffler to Mr. 

ollame1·, hai1·1nan of tl1e 01nmitt e on Public Lancl i11 
tl1 IIou e of 1~ pre r11t,1tiv . fr. L ffie1'" tated that a me
morial had b en pa cl by the la t General embly of 
Io,,ra, by l1na11i1nou -vot a king fo1' a grant of land for' th 
con tructio11 of tl1e Dub11qu and Keokuk Railroac1 and that 
tl1is m mo1'ial hacl lJee11 for'\\'"a rel cl to him. Four aro-1,1m nt 
" -ere then p1'e ent d i11 fa-vo1· of tl1i project: (1) tl1e Gov
e1·nment ,,roulcl 1· c i,T 1·em11n ratio11 for thi ()'rant in the 
enhanced value of un old land ; (2) th railroad would pa 
through a rich ag-ricultural ar a · ( 3) it would afford cheap 
mark ts· and ( 4) th land "To11l 1 li l1noccl1pi d Ion()' r with
out the railroad. l\fr. olla1n r was then quot d a replying 
that the committee wa di. po d to favor the project, but 
that nothino- could be done until "official information", 
which would authorize th m to report th m mo rial for th 
favorable eonc;id ration of on°Te . , hould be received.26 

It i \·ident, th ref or , that L effler d f nded him elf uc
ce sfully a~ain t the charo- of n o·lecting- the intere t of 
his constituent., for the att mpted oppo ition to hi nom
ination culminated in failure and h wa recommended by 
the convention for reelection to ono-re s and was well up
ported by th Democrats of the econd District in the n
Sl1ing· campaio-n.27 

Finally, whil no record has be n found of the r e olution 
pass d by this convention The Bloom ington Herald tate 

2
6 Keolculi. Dispatch, Vol. I, Xo. 10, July 27, 184 . 

See also the W eekly Min er's ICxprcss (Dubuque), Vol. VIII, No. 10, To~em
ber 3, 1 4 • which contains a long editorial concerning L effler 's candidacy for 
Congress. This editorial quote a letter signed by ''Justice'', -n·hicb contends 
tba t Leffler la bored fo r " the • -ort h " in the mat tcr of securing a public land 
grant for the construction of the Dubuque and Keokuk Railroad. 

27 

F or a biographical sketch of bepherd Leffler see THE IOWA J OUR}.TAL OF 
HISTORY A ... "D P OLITICS, "\Tol. :X, pp. 475, 476. 
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~hat ''The locofoco Congressional Convention, "' ... hich met at 
Davenport on the 15th of June, swallowed the entire resolu
~ion of the Baltimore convention, prohibiting internal 
mpro,Tements. '' 28 This resolution reads as follows: 
'Resolvecl, That the Constitution does not confer upon the 

~·eneral government the po,,e1 .. to commence and carry on a 

5eneral sy tern of inte1 .. nal imp1'ovements. ''29 The adoption 
that :>f this re olution "\\Tas antag·onistic to the :first provision of 

l i.1 
me

:v of • 

· the 

ents the Whig platform of the econd District, ,,rhich stated that 
"i 
10V· ·'the most impo1"tant labor to be performed by the repre
the ::cntati,Tes of the people from the West in ongress is to 

oas secure an appropriation f1,om the General Government for 
1eap the impro,,.ement of rivers and ha1 .. bors. '' It ,,as to be x
rith- pectec1, the ref ore, that the Whigs would ridicule and de
Ting nounce tl1e Democrats in the coming campaign for taking a 
but position hostile to the interests of the people of Io,va. 

)Il ,, Judg·ing from the tone of the pre s, the Democrats of the 
the Second District in general approved the Baltimore plat

•d.26 form. It is evident, too, that they ,vere careful to avoid any 
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for 

ends 
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reference to the issue of slavery extension. 
The congressional platforms of the respective pa1 .. ties of 

the two dist1 .. icts having· been announced and the canclidates 
for Congress presented, the campaign opened with great 
Parnestness and enthusiasm. As early as the month of 
May the K eokuk R egister observed that ''the calm which 
usually precedes a political campaig·n, already gives in
dications of a stormy seaso11. In a g·o,re1"nment, constituted 
as the American Republic, that clashings should not un
frequently arise between the people and those in power, is 
to be expected, and in an examination of the causes which 
provoke differences, the l1surpations of the latter will be 
found to present the most fruitful source. Such is the con-

28 Tlie Bloomington H erald, Tew Series, Vol. III, No. 108, July 1, 1848. 
29 Stan"·ood 's History of the Presidency, p. 200. 
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test upon which the people of this country are now about ecnre 
to enter. . . . The question has become one of as- fthen 
cendency between the ruler and the governed. It is there- !!ant f 
fore of the utmost importance, that harmony shall prevail. Bailroa 
Personal predilections and personal enmities should all be charge] 
surrendered, in order to secure the important result. . . . f the 

1 

Without unanimity, irrevocable def eat stares us in the face. Keokuk 
This unanimity is perhaps more ~eneral, than has hitherto full 

\....1 . lilt 
eve I' existed.'' 3° Following· these observations, the nomina-
tion of Daniel F. Miller for Cong1~ess was appro,red with 
the remark that his devotion to the principles of the Whig 
party was a sufficient g·uarantee to the people of the First 
District. 

A week later this same journal predicted that ''The 
policy for which the Whigs have so long been contending, 
in regard to National and State policy, must be adopted, 
whichever party be in power. ecessity will enforce it, and 
the chameleon, 'progressive democracy', can easily change 
color, to suit the eme1'g·ency. But other questions of the 
first magnitude," remarked this organ, "are presented". 
These questions are summed up as follows: (1) "the en
croachments of the Executive upon the other departments 
of the Government''; (2) ''the utter disregard of western 
interests''; and ( 3) '' the grasping after additional slave 
territo1~y. '' These considerations, concluded the Keokuk 
Register, '' should, independently of any other considera
tion, sink the administration in the estimation of the 
American people, into utter annihilation.'' 31 

But the respective candidates for Congress were also to 
receive their full measure of praise and censure. Thompson 
and Leffier were charged in particular with having neglected 
and disregarded the interests of Iowa in their failure to 

30 K eok1.lk Register, Vol. II, No. 1, :May 25, 1848. 

31 K eokuk R egister, Vol. II, No. 2, June 1, 1848. 
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boul secure congressional appropriations for the improvement 
al). of the navig·ation of the Mississippi River and a public land 

iere- g·rant for the construction of the Dubuque and Keokuk 
vail Railroad. Mr. Leffler 's defense of himself against this 
1 be cl1arg·e has already been mentioned. In further justification 

of these two candidates for reelection to Congress, the 
' 

• 

ace. Keokuk Dispatcli published an editorial which is presented 
ertc in full, as follows :-

'irst 
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The nomination of Iessrs. Thompson and Leffler, by the Dem
ocracy of the respective districts, is but a matter of sheer justice to 
these gentlemen. To have refused again to place their names be
fore the people for re-election, ,,,.ould have implied a lack of con
fidence in their :fidelity and ability, which, in our opinion, the 
circumstances of the case will not ,,,.arrant. We know that there 
are many fault finders, grumblers, who think that our Representa
tives have not accomplished as much for the State as they were led 
to suppose " Tould be in their power; but when " ,.e give due con
sideration to the adve1~se circumstances under ,vhich they have 
labored ever since taking their seats, truly generous hearts can, ,ve 
think, cast no censure upon them for a failure to accomplish more 
for their constituents. 

In the first place, let it be borne in mind that, ever since they 
took their seats in Congress, our country has been engaged in a war 
with a foreign power, and the whole country has been in commotion, 
a st1'ong party trying to tarnish the fair reputation of our country 
by charging that the war, instead of being one in ,v·11ich a patriot 
might enlist with honor, was unholy, cruel, unjust and '' God ab
horred'', the other striving with might and main to defend the 
government from this charge, little legitimate business of any kind, 
whatever, has yet been done. Those who are quietly at home, anx
iously awaiting the passage of some favorite bill, have but a faint 
idea of the obstacles that present themselves in the way of obtaining 
the attention of Congress; but which are very apparent to an eye 
witness on the floor. 

As a general thing, the western people look for too much from 
their representatives, and failing to receive all they anticipated, 
attribute the failure to a lack of zeal or ability in their immediate 
1·epresentatives, while perhaps, the matter was beyond the possi-
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bilit}T of rnan; con equ ntJJr lve find that fe,,, ,,,estern members are 
able long to retain tl1eir eat , ,vhile in tl1e ea t, 1nembP1-s no more 
succe ft1l, are frec1t1entlJ' retained for 1nan.}r ).Tear . 

ln(le d. fault-fincling. ,,ritl1out cau e, has becorne so co1nmon that 
,ve find minister of the go J)el l1a·ve l)ecome addicted to it. We do 
not recollect ever to l1ave l1earcl complaint 1nade that, in the order 
of tl1ings. a ce11;ain n1i cl1ie,,011s irnp. kno,,rn as His atanic l\fajest~y·, 
,va created. h11t fron1 e,rer}' de k ,ve l1ea1· tl1e old cu tomer a bu ed, 
in no t1nmea. 11red ter1n . for tl1e faitl1ft1l 1nanner in ,vl1ich he di - . 
charge l1i dut~~- ~ ince ,ve fincl tl1at gr11mbling is tl1e order of the 
da)r, ,ve take it that l\fe r . IJeffier and Tl1omp on in tPad of merit
ing cens11re, cleser,,e ,,·ell at tl1e l1ands of tl1e people. 32 

Th ca1npaig·11 i11 J ulv ,,ras cha1·act 1 .. ized by g·1 .. eat a1 .. ne t
nc a111 nl1merot1 cl1~amatic incid 11t . ampaio-n clt1bs 
,, ... r formecl; pl1blic c I b1 .. ation ,, ... 1·e held, accompanied 
by political peech-making and fronti r merriment; and 
va1·io11 ' Railroa 1 ieeti11 er '' '\\7e1·e called and ,v 11 att ncl-

c1. Pa1·t}'" or0 ·a11 i11dt1lg· 1 in vi 0 ·orol1 p r onalitie anc1 in 
violent attacks on opposin°· }Ja1·t)T platfo1·ms and canclidates. 
Th11 th campai 0 ·n })1·0°·1 .. s ed 11ntil th conO'J"e ional elec
tion in 11gu t and continued u11til th pr sidential election 
in 1 ovember. 

On Jul}'" 1 t, Tlie Bloo,ni12gto12 H e1·ald, in refe1'rin o- to the 
action of th Democratic con,,. ntion of th cond Dist1'ict 
in adopting the resolution of the Baltimore platform pro
hibiting internal improvem nts at national expense, made 
the f ollowino- caustic comm nts :-

ro,v it ,,ill be remembered, tl1at. one )·ear ago, tl1e e locofoco 
folk pretended to be in favor of the imJ)ro,,.ement of harbors and 
rivers. . . . Well, Polk's Yeto message came out, and the pack 
wheeled into line - that is, tl1e office seekers and executive slaves. 
TheJ'" , '' allo,ved tl1e \Teto 1nes age ,,Thole. Tl1ey no~ .. S"\"rallow the 
Baltirnore resolution, because their candidate has endo1,.sed it as 
good ''democracv'' . .., 

It remains to be seen whether the yeomanry of Iowa, and the 
3

2 
Keokuk Dispatch, Vol. I. Xo. 5, June 22, 1 4 . 
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1 

al'€ Union, will wheel into line, as readily - ,vhether they ,vill be ,vill
nore ing to forego the advantage of a long established construction of 

the constitution, upon this vital subject, and s,vallow the dogmas of 

that Polk and Cass. 

e do After reviewing the fact that Jack on had signed bills, 
rder making app1~opriations for internal improvements, ''for 
isty mo1~e than ten 11iillions of dollars during the eight y ars of 
lSe~ his administration'', and calling in question the democracy 
dis-
the of '' the Baltimore Con,1 ention folks'' thi j 01.1rnal called at-

erit- tention to Democratic in consist ncy in the following 
terms :-

est- Be it known that to improve tl1e rapids of the l\Iississippi ri,,er, 
ub~ is, according to modern ''Democracy'', llnconstitutional ! . . . . 
tied but tl1e constitution, according to the same l1igh authority, confers 
ind power to fit out a ship of ,·rar and men, to explo1·e the Dead ea. 

It also gi,{es po,ver to dig a canal . . . . across tl1e istl1mus of 
nd- Tehuantepec. Is there any honesty or candor in these r11en 1 I..E 
l in these tl1ings are all right, then is tl1e most absurd tl1ing become 
te.,. rational. Ho,, is it, farmers of Io,va. 33 
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In reply to the attacks of their opponents, the Democrats 
charged that the \Vhigs ,vere guilt}r '' of manufacturing and 
circulating charges . . . . against ou1· pa1~t}T, our 
principles, and the conduct of our public men'' ,,lhich we1~e 
''of such aggravated malignity'' tl1at they were ''1.1tterly 
without foundation in truth.'' It ,,-ras intjmated, too, that 
'' no misrepresentation'' was '' too glaring, no accusa tio11 
too preposterous, to find a greedy market among the 01~ato1·s 
and press of the Federal party.'' Finally, '' every Demo
era t'' ,vas counselled to be ' 'on his gua1 .. d' ', to ''watch his 
opponents closely and meet fea1 .. lessly eve1'y attack of the 
wily enemy with ti .. uth. '' 34 

But the Democrats did not confine themselves wholly to a 
c1efense of their party principles ancl candidates. They 

33 Th e Bloomingto n H erald, ew Series, Vol. III, No. 108, July 1, 1848. 

34 Iowa Democratic E nquirer (Bloomington) , Vol. I, ~o. 2, July 15, 1848. 
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r mind d th \Vhio- of th unw lcom truth that their party 
,,ra di,rid cl in its col111 el.· and that it ,,·a cornpos d of t,vo 
irreconcilable factions ba eel on ectional line . Thi di
,,. r 0 ·e11ce of vie,, b t,,·een th northe1~11 ancl southe1~n win ·s 
of the \Vhig party was re\·iew cl by the Iowa Democratic 
E1iq11 i r e1· (Bloominaton), a follo,,· · :-

\\
1 IlIG PRI.1. TCIPLES 

ORTII 

1. 1\ll rnen }1a ve certain in-
a licnal)le rig·ht 

2. .... ro n1ore ter1~ito1•j1 • 

3. W1ln1ot Pro,-i o. 

4. Protective tariff. 
5. United States Banlr. 
6. Ri, ers and l1arbors. 

7. Rigl1ts of the 1 ortl1. 

.l o n1orc foreigners. 

9. Damnable, Goel abl1orrecl 
,,~ar ! 

10. Pirates, robber & 1nt1r(ler
ers. 

11. Ot1r Fillmore. 

12. DistrilJt1tion of tl1e pro-
ceed of pt11Jlic land . 

13. ~ tate responsilJility. 
14. Guard the public d o111ain. 

15. 1'Iant1facturers. 

SOUTH 

1. T\\·o hundred :v·ear of lea-
• 0 

islation l1a,,e sanctified it. 
2. ': ... \.b orption of i\iexico ! '' 
'J. All territor.)? adaptecl to 

8l,1,re labor! 
4. 
-D. 

11fficient £01· 1·e,·en11e. 
0 lJ olete idea! 

6. Economical a d1ninistra tion 
of tl1e go,re1~n1ncnt ! 

011r '· peculiar institu
tion''! 

8. 1 o olJjection to foreign 
cn1igra tion ! 

9. ' ' I 1nigl1t lay a lVIexican !'' 
- la1 ... 

' 
10. Ot1r gallant arm)r ! 

11. Old Zach! 

12. rot xpedient under exist-
ing circum tances. 

1;3. A t11nption tate debts! 
14. Pre-e1nption and grad11a

tion ! 
15. Agriculture! as 

Thus did a 1 ading Democratic journal of Iowa analyze 
the po ition of the Whig party in 1 4 . From thi analy i 
two conclu ions ar to be drawn: (1) lavery was th ulti-

35 

10 11 a Democratu 1£11quirer (Bloomington), Vol. I, To. 2, July 15, I 4 . 
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rtJ mate basis of the division of the party into northern and 
;wo 3outhern wings; and (2) this di,~sion ,vas a ource of weak
di- ness to the \Vhig· party in Io,va. As long as the Whig party 
~g~ \Vas preserved intact as a national organization, the party 
11ti Ln Iowa was united, but when the national organization was 

finally rent asunder, the vVhigs of Iowa were among the first 
to dissolve, the major portion of them joining with the Free 
::-1oilers in the formation of the Republican party. In the 
meantime the Whigs of Iowa ,vere taunted ,vith the fact le~ 
that their party was divided and that it would avail them t. 

n nr.thing to elect Representatives to Congress for they could 
t ccomplish little in opposition to outhern ,vish . 

The Whigs, on the other hand, endeavo1"ed to neutralize 
the effect of this contention by the countercharge that the 
Democratic leaders ,vere trying '' to rise to place and power 

~ f by falsehood and misrepresentation o the course marked 
out by the candidates of the Baltimore nomination'' ob
serving that '' ot withstanding the fact exists, that the 

gn convention which nominated Gen. Cass repudiated the doc
trines of river and harbor improvement, and the conven
tions, in this State, have endorsed the position of the 
Baltimore nomination, still in the face of such glaring· facts, 
the leaders of the party here undertake to say that they 
are in favor of these improvements, and contend that Cass 

•t· is also. Yet they freely endorsed the doctrines of the veto 
of the river and harbor bill, by Mr. Polk, which declared 
that Congress had no power to improve the rivers and har

a· bors. '' It was '' upon such as volunteer these contradic
tions and untruths,'' concluded the Whig·s, '' that we war! 
- and we ask the people to consider.' ' 36 

,e In the meantime, the r espective candidates for Congress 
llS ,vere actively engaged in the canvass. A number of speech-
• 
I· ~s were delivered, but none of them were printed in the 

36 The Bloomington Herald, ew Series, Vol. III, No. 110, July 15, 1848. 
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n ,,,. pape1·s of the tin1 . 011 tl1c otl1e1· l1a11c1, the canclicla t 
cam in for tl1eir fl1ll l1a1~ of con1n1e11clation a11<:1 rJer1l111cia 
tion, ,\Thich, 110,,T ,·e1·, o far· a can lJe jt1c1gcc1 from th( 

1·eco1'cl , hacl 110 a PlJr cia lJl fl. ct i11 clete1~n1i11i11g· th I'e ul 
of the electio11. 

Int re t 110,,· l1ift cl, i11 1Ja1·ticu la 1· to the Fi1~ t Di t1'ict 
\\"he1~e Da11i 1 F. 11ille1· l1c1c1 a fi 0 ·]1ti11°· cl1ance a 0 ·ai11 t l1i~ 
opponent, \\'illian1 'rhomp-on.37 11 July :.7th, the Keokul.. 
Dispatch copied the followin°· 1litorial from the Fairfielo 
/?e11ti11 el ur11111a1·izi11g '1"1101111) 011 cl1ance · for 1'eelectio11 :-

"\\ e are J)leasecl to l1ear fro111 all q11arter · of the district, that 
tl1e pro pect of tl1e re-election of l\fr. 'I'no~rPso. T i or the 1no t 

al1spicio11s cl1aractcr. llis incl11 tr~" ancl clc,,otion to tl1e intere t, 
of l1i con titl1ents l1av·e lJeen con tant. ancl 1110 t condl1ci,·e to tl1e 
pl1blic ,, elf are. In adcling to tl1e 111ail facilitie of l1i con. tituents, 
l1e has been as iclt1ol1s and 1110 t s11cce. sful. In obtaining from tl1e 
propel' depart1nent a peecl3r ancl liberal con. truction of the De 
l\foines Ri,·er Grant. lie e,1i11cccl 111l1cl1 tact, and 1no t co111111e11dable 
zeal. Tl1e i1n1)ro,1ement of tl1e l\Ii si sippi rapi<.1s . . . . tl1e 
railroac1 fro111 l{eokl1k ,1ia 10,,·2 it~T to Dt1lJ11c1t1c\ and tl1e railroacl 
from DaYcnport to onncil Bluffs. whi •h, if constructed, will pa. · 
thro1lgh tl1c }1ear1 of Ollr (li trict. 11a,1e all recei,1ed }1i.. uppo1~t, and 
,vill contint1e to be ll tai11ecl lJJ" l1i111. IIi opponent is acti,"elJ" en
gaged in can ,·as ing· th "' cli t1·ict. ,\ ... c a re tolcl tl1a t }1c a . ails :\Ir. 
Tl101npson, b11 t are 11ni11 for111ecl of tl1e grol1ncl lie take · c1gai11 t l1in1. 
. . . If l1e sl1011ld adclre . . · t l1e J)eo1)lc l1ere before t11e election. ,Ye 
invite hi1n to rene,\1 l1i a ttaclr . . . a11d l1e ,Yill find tl1a t 
l1i as a11lt. on tl1e co11r. e a11d , ,ates of :\Ir. '1'ho111p .. 011 ,vill 1Je n1O t 
frankly anc1 . pccifical}Jr n1et. 3 

On the ._ ame clay, tl1e Keoi:1,k Register came out in a 1011°· 
eclito1~ial ac1d1~e secl 'To tl1e V ote1\ of tl1e Fi1~ t 011 °·1'e -
sional District." A.fter re\·ie,Yin<>' at length the adminis
tration of James K . Polk and denouncing e pecially the 

37 
The ontcon1e of this campaign was the first contested congressional elec

tion case in the history of Iowa. This case 1Yill be discussed in the next article. 
:,s K eoJ...uk D1-.patch, Vol. I, To. 10, July 27, 1 4 . 
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tie rnnexation of Texas and the conduct of the Mexican War, 
• 

cia t went on to make the following observations relative to 
th he congressional campaign in the Fi1·st District :-

It is fair to pres11me that Mr. Thompson gives his blind adher
nce to the actions of the administration as it has received the sancict 

hi ion of a portion of the party that nominated him, and will sustain 
}en. Cass in similar assumptions, as the course of the President 

{ll as received his hearty approval. On the other hand, 1\:Ir. l\Iiller is a 
'el ealous advocate for a strict construction of the constitution; an ad
: ocate of that fundamental principle of Gov"ernment that the will 

f the people should be superior to that of a man; is devoted to the 
:ha xtension of western instead of the South or Eastern Seaboard 
10 xclusively; is in favor of raising the tariff to gradually liquidate 

heavy national debt, without taxing tea and coffee, the luxuries 
th f the poor, or resorting to direct taxation; does not question the 
nt, ower of Congress to legislate over territory, which has been or may 
th e acquired, and recognizing the existence of slavery as admitted 
D y the Constitution, to be an inviolable right opposite to extension 

ver other territory. 

t 1\Ir. Thompson nor his friends have expressed, so far as we are 
>a 1formed, his opinions of public policy. W e are then compelled to 
18 

ss11me the principles promulgated by the Baltimore Convention as 
in eclaratory of his views. That manifesto regards the acts of Presi
e ent Polk as great reforms. It is opposed to a National Bank; cir
\Ir 1mstances render a bank 11nnecessary if not inexpedient, and the 
' 1 

lhigs, in no place have raised it as a question.- It is opposed to 
"" 1e distribution of the public lands. How could it be otherwise 
08 

nee Congress has already pledged them to the volunteers?- It is 
OS: !Posed to the Wilmot Proviso. The \Vhigs are in favor of free 

>il and free labor, in the new territory.- It is opposed to altering 
1e Tariff of 1846. Our country is a hundred millions in debt with D-

~ 1terest continually increasing, our government must then either 
. !pudiate or resort to direct taxation.- The Whig doctrine is to JS· 
h t the tariff meet this exigency of the Government.- It is opposed 

1 a general system of internal improvements. The Whigs are in 
tvor of benefiting our count1·ymen by increasing facilities for 
·ansportation to market by judicious appropriations on the great 
•roroercial thorough fares of the nation. 

VOL. XI-5 

• 
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These are the principal point of difference and these you will be 
called to decide upon, on tl1e 7th day of August next. 1 ever, 
p erhaps, since the origin of our Government have more momentous 
questions been presented. The preser,,.ation of the great principles 
of constitutional liberty are no,,~ placed in you1· hands. Will you 
show yourself ,vorth}'" of the trust? Tl1en use Jrour voices, your 
influence ancl }"Our vote in ecuring the right, and vvhile every man 
does his duty there is no such ,vord as fail. 39 

In concluding this account of the congressional campaign· 
and election of 1 4 , 1·ef erence should be made to the en
trance of a third party in Io,va politics at this time : the 
Free oile1"s. Althoug·h a neg·lig·ible factor in the campaig·n 
of 1 4 , the Free oil Party is ne, ... ertheless of great sig·
nificance in the lig·ht of later 1evelopments. Led by men 
who were dissati fie c1 ,,,.ith the compromising· position of 
the Whigs and Democ1·ats on the question of slavery ex
tension, this party f ormecl the basis on which the various 
anti-slavery extension elements united in the formation of 
the Republican party. 40 The discl1ssion of the F1 .. ee oil 
movement in Io".,.a ,,.,.ill, however, be deferred to a future 
pape1·. It is sufficient to state in this connection that Iowa 
furni hed t,vo Free oil canc1idates for Cong·ress in 1 4 . 
In the Fi1"st Dist1·ict, amuel L . Howe announced himself as 
the Free oil ca11cliclate · ,,Thile in the econd Dist1"ict, James 
Dawso11 appea1"ed as the cong1 .. essional nominee. The one 
issue on ,vhich these t,vo g·entlemen based thei1 .. candidacy 
was '' Free oil, F1 .. ee peech, Free Labor, and Free l\Ien' ', 
but there is no evidence that the candidates displayed any 
acti,ritJ' in the cong·ressional campaign. or did their can
didacy attract much attention. 

The election took place on Monday, Aug11st 7th. The 
official retu1 .. ns showed that the Democratic nominees in 
both congressional districts had won by safe marg·ins. In 

s9 K eokuk R egist er, Vol. II, No. 10, July 27, 1848. 
4° For a discussion of the Free Soil party see Woodburn 's Political Part zes 

and Party Proble1ns in the Unz ted States, Chapter VI. 
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lb: the Fi1'st Dist1--ict, William Thompson recei,Ted 6477 vote , 
11

er Daniel F. lYiiller 6091, and amuel L . Ho,\,.e 310. Thomp
son, the1·ef 01--e, had the lead over Miller by 3 6 votes. If 
the , .. otes received by i1iller and Howe are combined, 

om Thompson's majo1--ity is cut down to 76 votes. In the 
rrar Second Dist1--ict the vote stood as follo,vs : hepherd Lef-

fleI·, 57 9; Timothy Davis, 539 ; James Da,v on, 17 ; and 
i scatte1'ing·, . Thus Leffler had the lead over Davis by 391 
en ,rotes, and a majority of 205 votes o,Ter all the other candi

dates combined. 
i An analysis of the official returns by counties shows that 
;i~ in the First District the \Vhigs carried the counties of 
1e Dallas, Henry, Jasper, Mahaska, and Po,ve hiek; ,vhile in 
0 the econd District the3r carried the counties of Delaware, 

ex Jones, Linn, Muscatine, W ashing·ton, and Louisa. The 
)lr Democrats carried all the other counties except Johnson 
0 Count3,. in the econd District which cast 347 votes each for 
o· Leffler and Da,-ris. The Free oil vote was cast as follows: 
1r In the First District, Hen1,y County gave Howe 135 votes; 
w Jefferson County, 9; Lee County, 110; Van Buren County, 
~ 53; and Wapello County, 1. In the Second Dist1·ict, Da,vson 
a polled 4 votes in Clayton County, 1 vote in Iowa County, 

ue 95 ,,.otes in Washington County, 14 votes in Louisa County, 
)t and 64: votes in Des Moines County.41 

1r On December 3, 1 49, Shepherd Leffler and William 
n' Thompson presented their certificates of election duly 
1n authenticated by the Governor of Iowa, and were admitted 
a& to their respective seats in the House.42 But the election of 

William Thompson was to be contested by Daniel F . Miller, 
Ph as the sequel will show. 

' 
11 
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41 Election returns as found in the Archives in Des Moines. 
42 Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 31st Congress, 1849-1850, p. 2. 
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