
EMIGR.A.TIO FRO1f IOWA TO OREGON IN 1 43 

In spite of the great distance which separates the two 
1· gion there are many points of contact in the histor1,. of 
I owa and the hi tory of the Oregon country - the area now 
incl11ded in the tates of Washington and O1·egon. Espe­
cially intere ting· is the fact that a number of tl1e men ancl 
women wl10 helped to found the earliest co1n1nunities within 
the pr s nt tate of Iowa at an early day joined emigrant 
bands and toiled ove1' the long trail to Oregon, tl1us be­
coming pioneers of two ommonwealths. carcely l1ad the 
eastern lJorde1 .. of Iowa been settled bef 01·e man)T of tl1e 
settlers who l1ad so latel)',. crossed ihe Mississippi beg·an to 
look to th fa1· We t, to the much-discussed Oregon country. 

There had been tides of emigration to Oregon from th 
Mississippi Valle)" and from the easte1·n tates in 1841 and 
1 42, but the mo,·emPnt seems to have attracted special 
interest in Iowa in the spring of 1 43. Emigrant associa­
tions were formed, plans "-.... ere mac1e, 1 .. ol1tes were investi­
gatecl, and :finally a n11n1 her of settlers f1 .. om different part 
of the Territo1 .. y of Iowa departed for the Oregon count1--~r. 
In some cases it may l1ave been pure love of adventure or 
tl1 c1e ire of tl1e tJ pica} American frontiersman to escape 
th restraints of advancing· civilization wl1ich induced the e 
m n to brave the dangers and }Jarclships of the long over­
land journe)r. Tl1e l1ope of bettering· tl1eir financial con­
dition ancl of g·aining· lJctter l1omes may l1a e attrartec1 
otl1ers to tl1e new ... orthwcst. But aside from tl1ese per­
sonal motives there seems to ]1ave been a pa trio tic desire on 
tl1e part of man)T to aid in the mo,rement to settle tl1e 
Oregon country a11d tl1us establisl1 forever the claim of the 

nited tates to that 1·ich and resol1rceful 1--egion. 
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Below are J)rintecl accou11ts of tl1e organization of two of 
the o-called Oregon E1nigrant s ociations togethe1-- with 
in tructions to })ro pective emig1·ant , copiecl verbatim from 
new pape1·s of tl1e periocl. The. e accounts illu trate the 
earne ·tne s of tl1e mig·rant an l tl1e tl1orol1ghness with 
wl1icl1 they made preparations for tl1e o,terland journey. 

OREGO ~IEETI 
[The following account of a 1neeting in .Tohnson County 1s reprinted literally 

f1om the lozca Capitol Reporter (Io"a C'1t) ), Vol. II, ~Jo. 14, :\!arch 11, I -13. 
- EDITOR] 

t a meeting l1eld on tl1e 3d of 1\Iarch 1 43, of the citizens 
of lear reelr precinct, Johnson ount)T at the house of 
l\fr. . Gillilan cl for tl1 l)l1rpo ·e of taking· into con idera­
tion the propriet)T of org·anizing a compan~ .. to emigrate to 
01· gon, ancl clevi e rules by whicl1 saicl compan, ... shall be 
governed. Tl1e m eting· was organizecl b}'" calling John 

onn Esq., to the chair, ancl cl100 ing· Br)"an Dennis 
ecretar}·. 1\1r. Gillilancl then explainecl th object of the 

meeting ancl presentccl a serie of re ol11tion for the con­
sicleration of tl1e meeting·, wllich underwent everal amend­
ments and were aclopte<l as a guicle for tl1e formation of a 
con titution. 

Resolved, That the company shall draft ancl t1dopt a con­
stitution £01· their government which hall provide fo1-- elect­
ino· the fallowing· officer ancl defu1ing· tl1eir cluties, viz: 
one Presiclent, two "'\rice President , fo11r Tr11 tees, one 
Reco1·cling Secretar)", and one orresponding ecretary 
wl10 sl1all be Trea 11rer ex-officio. 

Resolved, That it sl1all be tl1e clut}y of t11 T1·ustees to 
inqtlir into tl1e character of all applicants wl10 wi h to join 
tl1c compan}T, and reject all intemperate antl immo1·al char­
acters. They shall also open l)ooks to receive s11b criptio11s 
of stock, consisting· of s]1ares of fift: .. dollar· ac11 to be paicl 

• 

• 
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in cab material or labo1·, a will l)e t uit the s11bscril>e1·· 
f 01· tl1 purpo e of builc1ing a g·ri t and aw mill for tl1e 
compan:;", a111 al o a cl1oon r 01-- loop, if ft1nd 11fficient 
can be raised. 

R e olve<l That a ·oon as tl1e compan>· sl1all 11un1bPr 
twent~y· male m mbe1~ between tl1e age of eigl1teen ancl 
f ort)"-five, tl1er l1all l1old an election an 1 lect one aptain 
anc1 :fi.,Te ulJor linate officer who e c.l11t:r it ball be to drill 

• 

anc1 co1nmancl th compa11)-. .L\..fter tl1e abo\"e officer. a1·e 
electec1, the om pan)- hall meet 011ce J)er montl1 f 01· tl1e 
l)urpo e of lrilling· aicl company. 

Resolved, That b fore the ompan)T co1nmence thei1· 
marcl1 tl1e:y· l1all lect a council of twelve persons who shall 
a "'emble in council witl1 the officer of the company, who 
ball clelilJe1~ate on aucl decide all matter pertaining· to the 

com1)an)· clurin o- tl1eir march. 

R e olvecl, Tl1at tl1ere sl1all be hunting parties cl1osen who 
shall hunt for tl1e compan~" alternatPly while on their marcl1. 

R e olv cl, Tl1at eacl1 famil)r ancl ing·Ie person sl1all fUI~­
ni 11 a ufficient quantii)" of pro,risions and means of con­
ve1Tance f 01· the same ancl themsel,l'es wllile on their march . • 

R esoll'ecl, That the male members of the compan)" be-
tween the ages of ei 0·11teen an 1 fo1·ty-.five shall be clis­
ciplinecl armed ancl c1t1ipi to act on the defensive if 
neccs ar'i" . • 

R,esol,red, That a committee of even be appointecl b3r 
tl1 e meeting to clraft a constitution and report at the ne ,t 
meeting. 

R esolved, That the fallowing pe1· on sl1all constitt1te 
aicl rommi ttee: A. Gillilanc1, John onn, Bryan Dennis, 

G. N. H eacllev G. L. Fro t, Davicl witzer, A a Caulci11 • 

[ alkin]. 

R esolvecl, Tl1a t tl1e proceeclings of tbis m eting· be sig;ned 
lJ)'" the l1air1na11 a11cl Secreta1•}T, ancl 1 ublisl1ecl in botl1 of 
tl1e new }Ja1Je1·s of I owa it:y·. 
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On motion, the meeting adjourned until the 1 th instant, 
tom et at the house of Ja[r]vis H. F1·ost at 12 o'clock, M. 

JOH ONN, h'n. 
BRYA DENNI , ec. 

OREGOI E:\fIGRATION irEETING 

[The proeeedings of the adjourned meeting abo\e provided for are reprinted 
literally from the Jou a Standard (Iowa City), Vol. III, To. 16, March 23, 
l 43.- EDITOR ] 

meeting of the citizens of lear reek, favorable to the 
settlement of Oregon T erritory, was held at the house of 
J ARvrs H. FROST, on aturday, the 1 th inst. The meeting 
was organized by the election of the customary officers 
when A. ALKINS Esq., briefly stated the ol)ject of the 
meeting - it being· called for the purpose of hearing and 
considering the r eport of a committee appointed at a pre­
,rious meeting to draft a Constitution and By-laws, for the 
formation, r egulation, and government of an Oreg·on Emi­
g·ra tion society. 

Mr. alkin from tl1e committee appointecl for that pur­
pose, r eported the following:-

CONSTITUTION Olt THE OREGO~ El\1:IGRATION SOCIE.TY OF row A 

TERRITORY, AT IOWA CITY. 

W11ereas a n11mber of the citizens of Iowa Territory, have 
it in contemplation to remove to and settle in the Territory 
of Oregon, west of the Rocky Mountains - and whereas it 
is desirable and necessary, in order to secure 11nion and 
concert of action, inst1re tranquilit)r, and promote the gen­
eral welfare, tl1at tl1e1·e shol1ld be some fixed and permanent 
rules fo1· the government of the Society, during the prep­
aration for said 1·emoval ancl also du1·ing its march. We do 
therefore ordain and estal)lish the following Constitution, 
or form of g·overnment, and do mutuall~"' agree with each 
other, to abide by ancl support the same. 

t 
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ARTICLE I. 

1. The Legislative authority of this society shall be vest­
ed in four Trustees, and twelve ouncilme11, to be elected 
by the male members of this society, entitled to a vote for 
civil officers under this onstitution. 

2. The Trustees shall be elected on the eigl1teenth <la~ 
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-three, at an election 
to be held for that purpose, at the house of Jarvis H. Frost, 
(provided tber shall be fifteen members present wl10 shall 
be entitled to a vote,) who shall l1old their office until th 
first Monday of Ma)T, ..c\. D. 1 43, and until others are cl10s n 
in their place. 

3. The Trustees and ouncilmen shall be elected an­
nually, on tl1e first 1\f on day in 1fay, and sl1all hold tl1eir 
offices until others are elected in their place. The first elec­
tion of civil officers sl1all be held at Iowa ity, on tl1e first 
Monday of fay, A. D. 1 43. Provided tl1ere shall l)e at 
that time forty-fl e members who are e11titled to a vote. 

4. No person shall be eligible to the office of Trustee 01-­
Councilman, wl10 shall not at the time of his elertion l1a e 
attained the age of tw~nt}--five yQars and be a memlJer of 
this society. 

5. It shall be the dut)T of tl1e Trustees and ouncilmen 
to make, ordain and r>ublisl1 all sucl1 b)'"-laws, rules, and 
r egulations for tl1e g·overnment of the society, as in iheir 
opinion, or tl1e opinion of a majority of tl1e whole number, 
would be expedient ancl subserve the best interest of, and 
promote tl1e general welfare of the society. 

6. They shall keep a journal of a 11 their proceeding , 
and the yeas and na)'"S of the members, on any question, 
shall at tl1e desire of any two members be entered on the 
jot1rnals. The journals shall at all times be open to the 
examination of anv member of the society . ., 

7. An,· member of the Trustees and Council, shall have • 



420 IOWA JO R AL OF HI TORY AJ. D POLITI 

tl1e liberi}" to di ent from ancl protest a o-ain t any act or 
r esolution wl1icl1 lie maJ'" think injurioll to the general wel­
fare of tl1e sociei)", or an;'" indiviclual, and l1ave the reasons 
of such dis nt entered on the jo11rnal. 

. They sl1all hav power to provide for the incidental 
expenses of tl1e oci ty, b)" lev5·ing· a tax, or establi bing an 
initiation fee - to a11<lit all accot1nt an l 1nake appropria­
tion for the same; and no pasment sl1all be made by the 
treasurer, e .. "C pt upon the appropriation of tl1e Tr11 tee 
and ouncil, and order of the Presi l nt. 

9. They sl1all al o, when on the marcl1 meet in council 
and consult witl1 tl1e militar3- officers of tl1e compan}·, and a 
majority of the whole ball determin the co11rse to be p11r­
sl1ed in an}" ca e of emergencJ". 

10. They hall have J)OW r to aJJpoint l111nting partie 
from time to tin1 , wl1ile on tl1e n1ar 11, (wl10 e lut),. it l1all 
be to hunt and procure o-am , ancl pro,.,-j_ "'ion for the general 
u e of the society,) ancl to determine their cluties and term 
of se1~ce. 

11. The},. sl1all al o l1ave power to im1Jeacl1, try, and for 
good cause to remove f1~om office t]1e Pre i<lent, or any 
other civil offic r who i elected b·y· the ... ociet·v·. 

• • 

12. The3T shall also have a g·eneral lll)ervision o,rer, and 
r gulation of the military, ancl ha,te appelate juristliction 
of an)'" decision of the milita1·~-- officers of the company. 

13. Tl1eJT sl1all al o l1ave power to l1ear tr~ .. , and deter­
mine all complaints ag·ain t an>" n1ember of tl1e ociet .. , for 
clishonesty, immoral or improper onclt1ct an 1 to cli mis 
any member from tl1e societ)'" wl10 shall "rilfull}'" disobey 01· 

violate anJ'" of tl1e J)rovision of tl1i con titution or the b~T­
law of tl1is ·ocieiy, 01· b guilt~,. of an)'" immoral, disl1one t 
or i1nproper condt1ct or for other goo :l cause. 

14. The)1 sl1all 11se tl1eir inflt1ence to encol1rag·e the e1ni­
g·ra tion witl1 tl1i . ocirt)'" of n1ini ters of ibe g·o pel, 
t eacl1ers artizans, and p11)Tsicians. 

• 



EMIGRATION TO OREGON 421 
15. It ball be the duty of the T1--ustees especially to 

examine all applicants fo1· admission into tl1e society, and 
shall make repo1·t of th 1--esult of such examination at each 
regular meeting· of the society, and no per on shall be 
:finally admitted oI· rejected except by the vote of the soci­
ety, and no pe1--son of intemperate habits, dishonest, or im­
moral character shall be ntitlecl to admission into this 
society. 

16. The said Tru tees shall also open bool< for· the sub­
srription of stock as providecl in tl1e econd r esolution 
adopted at a meeting of the citizens, l1eld on th 3d day of 
1\1arch 1 43, at the hous of Arcl1ibald Gilleland and until 
othe1'wise pro,ri 1ec1 by law, tl1e)T hall be goveI·ned in tl1eir 
duties bv said resolution . ., 

ARTICLE II. 

1. Tl1e executive powe1· hall be , .. es1ecl i11 one President 
and two , rice Presidents, who shall be chosen annually on 
the first 1f onday in May, by tl1c male memb rs of tl1is 
society, entitlecl to vote for civil officer 11nde1· this Consti­
tution, ancl shall l1olcl their office for one } ar, and 11ntil 
othe1--s a1·e cl1osen in their place . 

2. It shall be the dut)- of the P1--e i<lent to preside at all 
public meeting of the societ , ancl at all meetings of the 
T1·u tee ancl otmril, and also, wl1en on tl1e march, at all 
meeting· of the 'Irustees anc1 ot1ncil, witl1 the milita1·. 
officers of tl1e company. He l1all not l1owe,,.er, be entitlecl 
to a vote u1Jon any qt1estion bef 01·c the meeting·, except in 
case of a tie, when he shall g·ive the casting· vote. 

3. The President shall have power to nominate ancl b.r 
and witl1 t}1e consent of the Trt1stees an 1 1ouncil, to appoin , 
one R ecorc1ing· ccreta ry, wl10 shall be e. '"-officio cle:::l{ of th · 
board of Trustees ancl ouncil, ancl one orresponcling 
Sec1·eta1·y, wl10 shall lJe Treas11rc1, ex-officio. 

4. It sl1all be tl1e d11ty of the first , rice P1,esident to pre-

• 



• 

4.J2 IOWA JO R AL OF HISTORY AND POLITIC 

sid in the absence of the President, and in case of a va 
cancy of the office of President, he shall fill the office and 
perform all tl1e duties of the P1'esiclent, until the vacancy 

shall be filled. 
5. I t shall be the <lut)T of tl1e s concl "\Tice President, to 

preside in the absence of lJoth the President and first Vice 

President. 
6. o per on shall be eligible to the office of President, 

or ice President, wl10 sl1all not have attained the age of 
thirty yea1's, and be a member of thi ociety at the time 

of his election. 
,IBTICLE ID. 

1. The militai--)T autl1ority of this society shall be vested 
in one aptain, two Lieutenants and three ergeants, who 
shall be el cted b}'" tl1e male member of this society, be­
tween tl1e ages of fort)'"-five and eventeen years, whose 
duties it shall be to clrill and e~ercise the company in mili­
tar)· tactirs, an{l wl10 shall be elected in the manner pro­

vided by law. 
2. E ery able bodied male membe1' of this society, be-

tween the ag·es of fort -five and seventeen ears, shall be 
disciplined, and shall arm and eq tu p themselves and be 
liable to do military cluty, unde1' the rules and regulations 
provided b·y· law, except tl1e civil office1--s while on the march . 

.ARTICLE 1'1 • 

l. E ·,"er)T male member of thi ociet over the ag·e of 
seventeen , .. ears sl1all be entitled to vote for the election of 

• 

the said civil officers of this society. 
2. In case of a ,racanc3r from any· cau e whatever, in any 

of tl1e civil offires, the1·e sl1all be an election 11eld to fill the 
vacancy, at Sl1cl1 time and place, as shall be designated by 
tl1e President, who shall give twenty days p1--evious public 
notice of the time and place of holding· such election and of 
the office to be filled, l))" I)t1blication in one or mo1'e of the 
11ublic newspapers printed in Iowa City . 

• 

• 
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3. In case of vacanc~ T in tl1e office of, or in tl1e absence of 
the President tl1e first , rice President shall give tl1e requis­
ite notices for ucl1 ele ·tion; and in case of the absence of 
both tl1 Pre ident and fir t \ Tice Pre ident, then tl1e said 
notice hall be gi. en b~,. tl1e secon{l , rir Presic1ent. 

A.RTICLE V. 

1. o per on hall be e11titled to become a memb r of 
thi ocietJ~ wl10 hall not have attained the ao-e of twent)T­
one )rears, unless he hall at the time of 1naking· his applica-
tion I resent to the Truste the wriite11 con ent of hi 
parents or guardian. 

2. No person of i11te11lperate 0 1 1ni11101 al l1abits or prin­
ciple. shall under anJT circum tances wl1ate,Ter, be admit­
t d a m mbe1·s of this societJ-. 

3. No Black or 11 ula tto perso11 shall, in an)r case 01· any 
cir c11mstances whatever, be admitted into this society, or 
permitted to emigrate with ii. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The President, \ Tice P1·esi<l n ts, Tr11stees, ouncilmen, 
and othe1-- civil officers, shall be exempt from performing 
actual military service on the marcl1. Tl1e),. shall however, 
fully arm and equip themselves, and when on tl1e march, in 
any case of emergency shall remain with and protect the 
families and baggage. 

ARTICLE 'TIT. 

This Constitution may be alte1·ed or amended at any time, 
twenty days previous notice being g·ivcn by the President, 
by publication in one or mor of the pul)lic newspaper 
printed in Iowa ity, of the time and place of meeting· of 
the members of this society, for that purpose: Provided, 
That two thirds of all the meml)e1·s present, shall conrt1r 
the1~ein. 

Tl1e above title, preamble, constitution, and by-laws, were 

• 



424 IOWA JO R AL OF HI TORY Ai'ID POLITICS 

unanimousl~y· adopted, and a large number of the citizens 
pre ent subscribed their names to the same. 

On motion: Resolved, That the ociety now proceed to the 

election of f ouI· T1~11stees. 
Whereupon, A. alkin, David witzer, Israel L. lark 

ancl J. L. Frost, were unanimously elected. 
Resolvecl, That . alkin Esq., be requested to deliver a 

public atldre s before the society, at its next meeting. 
R olved, That the proceeding of tliis meeting, be pub­

lisl1e 1 in the newspapers in Iowa ity. 
Re olvec1, That tl1e meeting acljourn to meet in Iowa ity, 

on 1J1 fir t 1onda)r in 1a31 next. 

OREGO irEETI TG AT BLOOi\II GTO 

[The follo,ving account of a meeting at Bloomington (now Muscatine) is re­
printed literally fron1 the I ou;a Standard ( Iowa City), Vol. III, o. 17, :\[arch 

30, 1 43.- EDITOR.] 

t a p11blir meeting l1elcl at the chool house in Bloom­
ing·ton, on aturda)"' 19th inst. fo1· the purpose of taking 
into consideration the 1)ro1Jriety of organizing a company 
to emigrate to 01~eg·on Territor37", the Rev. Geo. 1\1. Hinkle, 
of Lol1isa col1nt)~ was called to the l1air, and Wm. F. 

mitb appointe l ecreta1·y. The chai1--man having ex­
plained tl1e object of the n1eeting Mr. J no. . Irwin, chair­
man of the com1nittee appointecl for that purpose at a 
previous meeting, made tl1e following R eport: 

Your committee wl10 we1·e appointed to clraft a re1)ort to 
be ma le to tl1is meeting beg· lea e to sl1bmit the following 
to wit: tl1at from the information the1r have obtained from 

• 

ariot1s sol11--ces, the)T believe the Oreg·on T erritory to be far 
su1)erioI· i11 ma11)T respects, to an)T otl1er portion of the 

nite 1 tates - the}" belie,Te it to be supe1--io1-- in climate 
in l1ealth, in wate1· privileg·es, in timber, in convenience to 
market and in many other 1·espects; the)r believe it to be 

• 
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well adapted to ag1·iculiure and stock rai ing, also l1olcling 
out great inducem nt to m cl1anie of tl1e variou branch­
es; Tl1ey would therefore recomn1end to ever)r person pos-
e ing tl1e enierp1"i e ancl patriotic spirit of t}1 tr11e 

American citizen to emigr·ate to Oregon Terriior)T at as 
arl)T a clay as pos ible and therebj· ecure to th '.lm 1,re a 

permanent and happ},.. home, and to tl1eir countr)', one of 
the fairest })Ortion of her domain. In orde1· to b11.ng thi 
ubject mo1"e fairl),.. before thi meeting· )"Olll' committee 

beg lea,re to ulJmit tl1e following· r olutions for consider·­
ation and adoption. 

Re olvec1, That ibe compan3,.. here forming sia1·t f1·om 
thi place (Bloomington,) on tl1e l0tl1 day of fa;,. next, on 
their jou1·ne to Oreg·on. 

Re olv cl That the ro11te taken l)y tl1e compan3r . l1all be 
from he1--e to Iowa it)T, from thence to ouncil Bluffs, and 
from tl1ence to the most s11itable 1 oint on the roacl from 
Independence to O1--eg·on, from thence bJ" way of the Incle­
pendence road to Oregon. 

Resolved, That the company· leave 01· pass tlu·ougl1 Iowa 
City on the 12th cla),.. of May next, and in,rite other com­
panies to join, &c. 

Resolved, That each and ever}r individual as an outfit, 
provide himself with 100 lbs. flour, 30 lb . . bacon, 1 peel{ salt, 
3 lbs. powder in horns or canteens, 12 lbs. lead 01· shot, and 
one g·ood tent cloth to every six person . Every man well 
armed and equi1Jped with gun, tomahawk, knife, &c. 

Resolved, That all persons taking teams be advised to 
take oxen or mules, also that [ever)'] single man provide 
himself with a mule or poney. 

Resolved, That we now appoint a corresponding sec1·e­
tary, whose name shall be made public, whose duty it shall 
be to cor1·espond witl1 individuals in tllis county and with 
companies at a distance, receive and communicate all the 
i11formation that he may deem expedient. 
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Resol, .. e<l, That the memb rs of the ... ssociation meet on 
the last aturday in pril next, for the purpose of a more 
complete organization. 

On motion of Mr. Purcell, 
Resolved, That the resolutions just offered be taken up 

and read separately, which was agreed to, from the first to 
the seventh article were voted for unanimously, with the 
request that those who wished to join the company, would 
particularly look to the 4th and 5th resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, adjourned till 2 o'clock. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the meeting met, and being 
called to order, proceeded to the regular business of the day, 
Rev. Mr. Fisher, Gen. lark, R ev. G. M. Hinkle, Judge 
Williams, tephen \\1hicl1er Esq. and J. B. Barker, Esq. 
addressed tl1e meeting witl1 very eloquent and appropriate 
addresses in bel1alf of those persons who wish to emigrate 
to Oregon. 

On motion of M1·. Irwin, Gen. lark was requested to act 
as corresponding secretar)T for the company until its final 
organization and departure for Oregon. Also, that com­
mittee of three be appointed to act in conjunction with the 
corresponding sec1·etary in the transaction of any business 
for the advancement of the interests of the company. Jno. 
W. II11mpl1reys, Ba1·ton Lee, and Tho's Gartland were ap­
pointed said committee. 

On motion, Resolve(l That the ladies, and all others 
friendly to the settlement of Oregon, be respectfully invited 
to attend and that the Rev. 11r. Hinkle and others be in­
vited to ac1dress the assembly. 

On motion, Resolved, Tl1at the proceedings of this meet­
ing be signed by the Chairman and Secretar)", and pub­
lished in the Bloomington Herald. 

• 
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On motion of th Rev. 1r. Fisl1e1', tl1 m cting· acljourn(\d 
till Frida 31st inst. 

~ 

G. M. ITINKLE, Pre't. 

AD,rJ E TO PRO PE TIVE E1\IIGRANTS TO OREGON 
[The following communication is reprinted literally from the Iou;a Capitol 

Reporter (Io,\"a City), Vol. II, ro. 16. March 25, 1843.- EDITOR] 

There seem to lJ at this tim a strong inclination on the 
part of man},. of ou1· citizens to emi o-ra te to the Territory of 
Oregon. It therefore seems to me tl1at a plan of operations 
should be laid out bJ~ ome person, a11d I have been anxious­
ly waiting for full a twelve-month, in the expectation that 
some individual wot1ld perform the task, but having been 
disappointed in that expectation, I f el it rny interest and 
duty to lav before the public my imperf ct plan in hopes 
that some one will thereby be induced to off er amendments 
until the plan of operations shall be perfected. 

I have made every inquiry of those who have visited that 
region of country and have read all perhaps, that has b en 
,vritten, of the character of the countr3T, and hav come to 
the conclusion that the distance from Bt1rlington to the 

ouncil Bluffs is 350 miles - from the Bluffs west, on the 
north side of Big· Platt river, by way of tl1e Pawnee villages, 
to the foot of the RoclrJ,. 1Yiol1ntains at the old pass, wh re 
Captain Bonneville passecl with his loadecl wagons is 500 
miles, and no stream to cross except the Loupe fork of 
Platt. The pass to which I allt1de is in about latitude 41 
deg. 30 min. north, from thence take a west course, or nearly 
so, to the Wallamet river; t}1e clistance is about 500 miles, 
making· in all about 1300 or 1400 miles t1--avel. By an in­
spection of the maps J ' Oll will discover that the whole route 
will vary but little f1·om a direct line. 

My plan for outfit, &c. is as follows:- With oxen and 
mules )"OU will travel with a caravan of say 100 persons, 15 
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miles per day, which, if you lose no time, you will accom­
plish th journey in 100 da;~s, but make r easonable allow­
ance for accidents and dela)~, and say 150 days. 

FOR THE OUTFIT A :rn ORGANIZATION 

100 men l1ould be a1·111ecl and equipp <l with a good rifle 
gun of large bore, carr Ting not less than 60 bullets to the 
pound - 4 pounds of 1Jowder, 12 of lead - ( flint locks are 
to be preferred,) ca1) and flints in proportion- and good 
knife and a mall tomal1awk. Those who g·o with a view to 
hunting and trap1)ing ought to have along l1alf a clozen 
traps suitable for catching beaver and otter. P ercu .. hion 
guns should have witl1 them a spare tube in case of acciclent 
of one bursting; also, canteen . As to provi ions nece sary 
for the jom"ney, say 150 pounds of side bacon, 1 barrel of 
flour, a half bushel of beans, 10 pounds of rice, 20 pounds 
of coffee, 20 pounds of sugar, one year's stock of coarse 
and durable cloth, 2 blankets, and to every five men a tent 
the same size and form of the infantry tents in tl1e r egular 
a1,,my; they should be made of cotton d1--illing or darl{ cloth. 
To every five men there should be a wag·on and team suf­
ficient to transport two thousand pounds, hat1led by thr·ee 
or four yoke of oxen; they sl1011ld be shod and spare shoes 
and nails taken along, and a water keg to contain at least 
ten gallons to eacb wagon : each man should ha,1 e the nec­
essary implements of l1usbandr to go right to work and 
each mechanic should take his tools with ]1im; also in addi­
tion, each man ought to have a good poney or a mule to 
ride, (if he is able,) & that should be well equiped for pack­
ing and riding, a Spanisl1 saddle and a picket line to tie 
you1" horse when feeding- saddles should have cruppers 
for this service. In addition, every man should take as 
many cows with him as he can get, they are sca1·ce in 
Oregon, they might be learnt to work in yoke the same as 
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oxen. With this outfit tl1ey oug·ht each to have not less than 
f1·om $20 to $50 in cash - when )rou go to the count1·y you1· 
labor will produce ca h - everytl1ing tl1ere commands cash, 
and common labor is ,re1·)· hig·b. It will be nece sa1·y in such 
a company, that they should be completely oro-anized like a 
company of r egula1· solclie1·s; and I would advise tl1at tl1ey 
agree (after choosing tl1eir officers) that they, wl1ile on their 
march thitl1e1·, sl1all subject themselves to be governed by 
the rules and articles of war of the United tates, o far as 
the)" shall applJT to tl1at service. I would recommend that to 
100 men, tl1eJ· elect one aptain wl10 should carry a spy 
glass, four ergeant , and four ( 1orpo1 .. als - and tl1er 
oug·ht to be a Bug·le1-- to gi,1e tl1e signals, and if one cannot 
be had, there shoulc1 be a d1·11m and fife. Guides and buffalo 
hunter will be required wl10 will ba,re to be paid a reason­
able sum, as it will not do for e ery one io g·o hunting and 
shooting at plea l1re. 

Prices at thi time.- Wheat is nominally worih $1 per 
bushel, beef 6 cents l)er pound, porl{ 10 cents, cows are 
wo1·tl1 '50, oxen by the pair $60, hor es $35, IJotatoe 25 
cents per bushel, common labor is wortl1 $35 per mon tl1 ancl 
boarcling·, &c. founcl. I sl1oulcl 1--ecom1nend those who wi h 
to emig·rate, to be ready at tl1is place by the first to tl1e tentl1 
of l.fa)T. Tl1is route will be f ounc1 m11cl1 l1orter ancl easier 
than any otl1er "Thich l1a been travellecl. TJ1ere are on this 
side of tl1e 1nountains to cro s, firs t kunl<, Des ~Ioine , and 
tl1en tlle l\Ii our·i, after that you will cross the Lou1)e Forl{e 
of Big Platt, this last strea1n is quite shallow at a common 
stag·e of water, saJ·· about from 1 inches io 3 feet- has a 
quick sand bottom, and oug·ht to be crossed with double 
teams and they should be hu1·ried on fast. 

A party of the above descr·ipiion should take with them 
2 goocl cross-cut saws ancl 2 whip saws, spikes and oal<:i1m 
that in case the)r could do no better, they could in two days 
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build a ferry boat, say 30 feet long and 10 feet wide, but 
they will hardly be reduced to that necessity, because there 
is no strea.m on the whole route, except the Missouri river, 
but what you can ford in a common stage of water during 
the s11mmer months - and I belie\e there is a ferry kept 
at or near the ouncil Bluffs. Take all the cattle you can, 
they will travel as fast as your teams and keep fat. Also, 
have plenty of seines and fishing tackle, hooks, lines, &c. 

I speak of Burling·ton as a ver;· suitable point to start 
from, because we hav an abundance of the necessary sup­
plies, and an excellent and very comn1odious steam ferrJ· 
boat for those who are east of us. ompanies ought not to 
be less than :fift~y- efficient fighting men but 100 would be 
better; there are some Indians who are rather hostile, and 
they migl1t attack a small par·ty f 01· plunder. 

ONE WHO I .l TENDS TO EMIGRATE . 

. B. Newspapers friendly to the enterprise are re­
quested to give the above an insertion. 

' 

• 


