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I .. TRODt1CTION 

It i th JJurpose of thi pape1 .. to narrate tl1e main fact. 
and circum ta11ce co1111ected witl1 an unfortm1ate incicl nt i11 

ongre 'ioual l1i "tOr}T, name})- an a. ault maL1 l)) IJo,rell I-I. 
Rou seau, 111ember of 'ongress from Kentucl{j', upo11 Jo ial1 
B. Grinnell, m mber of ongre s from Iowa, in tl1e capitol 
builcling at Wa lring·ton, D. ., in Jun , 1 66. The tro111Jl 
aro e over a debate in t]1e Ho11. e on tl1e ~ Freeclm n 
Bureau Bill'' and in ruanv wa,·s tlii attack re embles tl1Cl • • 

a ault made b,· Pre, ton Brool{ on Cl1arl s t1mn r te11 • 

year earlier. It i. ignificant to note tl1at tl1e })articipants 
in the affair we1~ affiliatecl with tl1e an1e political part~r 
and that hoil1 were tauncl1 11pporte1·s of il1e c,111s of 111) 
Union cluring tl1 i,.,.il War. 

JO IAH B. GRIN 'ELL 

Josiah Bu l1n )ll Grinn 11 was 1Jorn at ew Haven, "\r er
mont, on the 22nd of December, 1 21. Ili ancestor on I1is 
father' i(le w re of Frencl1 (lescent. Tl1e)T were n1cn1brr"' 
of the pa1•t}r of Hl1g·t1enoi wl10, wl1en tl1e Eclict of Jan t . 
was revokecl i11 1685, 1nigratecl fro111 France anc1 0stabli l1cc.l 
tl1em el e. 011 tl1e cl1t1lk)· cliffs of arcliff, Wale . H r, 
they remai11rcl for abol1t tw 11t)r-fi\.,.e y· ar , ancl tl1en tlt(\\

migrat cl to \..m rica ancl became well ettled in thi. col1ntr).,. 
in time to a .. i ~t tl1e thj rtee11 colonic. in tl1eir strife wi111 
Englancl.1 

Grinnell 's ancestors on l1is mother' ,icle were Scotcl1. 
Tl1e f amil)r name ,vas Ha ti11g· and tl1ey were justly pro11d 

1 Grinnell ' s M cu and E Vl-nts of .Forty Y ears, pp. 1-4. 
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of the eminence of the name in the annals of that country of 
renowned heroes. a thaniel Hastings, the grand£ a ther of 
Josiah B. Grinnell came from cotland to this country 
when but a }Touth and took part in the Revolutionary War. 
He was killed at the Battle of Pla ttsl)UI'g, ancl Grinnell 's 
mother was left an orphan at a very early age.2 

Thus it will be seen that Grinnell 's ancestors on both 
sides sprang from g·ood families of the substantial middle 
classes. This fact probably had a fa1·-1·eaching effect on the 
attitude of Josiah B. G1·innell toward great public issues. 
His sympathies were alwaJTS with the clo,vn-trodden or 
persecuted.3 

Grinnell 's pa1·ents were farmers of the olcl Pu1 .. itan type 
and Josiah was bro11ght 11p in a s trict, relig·ious atmosphere. 
He was given the best early ed11cation tl1at was possible at 
that time in the comm1Jnity. t the age of twenty-two he 
was graduated from Oneida Institute. In 1 47 five years 
later he graduated from tl1e uburn Theological eminary. 
He was then ordained a Presbyterian clerg5·man and fol
lowed this calling· for al)o11t seven 3Tear . Dt1ring· this time 
he occupied several important pulpits, preaching in Union 
\ Tillag·e, New York in Washington, D. C., and in ew Yorlr 

it'{.4 
• 

In 1854 he came to Iowa and located at the small villag·e 
which stood on the present site of G1--innell. He founded 
the ongrcg·ational hl1rch at that place and preached 
there gratuitousl)T for· several )7 ears althoug·h he later 
devoted the g1--eater pa1·t of his time to fa1"ming and wool 
growing. At this time Iowa was just beg·inning· to take a 
real part in national affairs, having· been aclmitted to the 
Union as a State but eig·ht years befo1"e. Grinnell took a 

2 Grinnell 's Men and Events of Forty Years, pp. 1-7. 

3 Grinnell's Men and Events of Forty Years, pp. 8, 9. 

" Appleton's Oyclopaed1.a of A:rnerican Biography, Vol III, p. 1. 
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keen in tere t in politics and in a hort time became one of 
Iowa's be t known citizens. In 1 56 he was elected to th 

tate enate and e1·ve<l in that body until 1 60. For 
the next two 3·ears l1e served as pecial agent fo1· the Post
Office Department. In 1 63 he was elected Repres ntative 
in ongre fr·om tJ1e Fourth Dist1·ict of Iowa on tl1e Re
publican ticket. I-Ie l1elcl this po ition for four :-ears; and it 
was cluring l1i second term a ongressman that the 
epi oc1e which form the title of thi paper oc0urred. 5 

Mr. Grinnell made an nviable record while in t}1e Iowa 
enate. He took an active 1)a1·t in the establishm nt of tl1e 

free school S)Tstem in Iowa. He wa a bitter enem:y· of 
slave1·J .. , was an intimate friend of the notable John Bro,vn, 
and was so active in aiding the escape of ft1gitiv slaves 
that at one time a rewa1·d was offered £01 .. his head. t 
diffe1--ent times he was connected in various capacities with 
six railroacls and he laid out five to,vns including Grinnell 
Iowa, which was named £01-- him. The proceeds of the sale 
of the building· lots in that town were donated by him to 
G1·innell ni·v,e1·sity, later kno,vn as Iowa ollege and now 
called G1·innell olleg·e, and l1e served as President of this 
so-called University £01 .. a time. 

Thus it will be seen that Josiah B. Grinnell lived an e.x
tremeljr bus}r and useful life. He was an ever ready 
opponent of sla\1e1·y ancl wa a strong· advocate of tempe1·
ance. Fea1--less b:5.r nature, he stood boldly fo1· what he 
thought was right, ancl his activities in religious, educa
tional, and political fields ma1·k l1im as one of the dis
tinguished citizens of Iowa cluring· t]1e periocl of the Civil 
War and Reconst1 .. uction. 

LOVELL Il. ROUSSEAU 

Of no less p1·ominence was Grinnell 's assailant, Lovell 

-; Biographical Con9re:,sio11al Directory, p. 5G5. 
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H. Rousseau wl10 wa, born in Lincoln ount:y· I{entuckj", 
on August 4, 1 1 . I-le receivecl a , rery limitecl education 
and in 1 33 l1is fatl1er clied lea,,.ing the fa1nil)T in traitened 
irc1Jmstance . In 1 39 wl1en l1e became of age Rousseau 

removed to Loni vill , Kentucky, aucl began tl1e tudy of 
law. In 1 4111e moved to Indiana wa aclmittecl to the ba1-
in tl1at,. tate, ancl l)egan tl1e practice of law at Bloomington. 
H e was electecl to tl1e ta te legislature of Indiana in 1 -14 
,1111 becam a ,"er, .. acti,7e member of tliat bocl,-. \\'hen the . ~ 

:\1exican v\Tar l)rol{e out l1e raisecl a compan)" of , .. olunteer , 
els captain of w1Jic11 l1e er, .. ecl valiant})- tl1roug·hout the war. 
H e returned to Incliana in 1 47 and seI'"?ecl two t erms in the 
,._~tate ~ enate. 6 

111 1 49 Rot1 . eat1 r etu1~n d to Loui ville, Kentucky, where 
lie very s11cce full)" eoutinuecl the 1)1·actice of law. He was 
an e peciall)- al)le man befor e a jurJ". .1\.t tl1e outbreak of 
il1e Civil War lie wa one of the men wl10 11 ed tl1eir in
fl11e11ce to ind11ce K ent11cky not to join tl1e Confederacy. 
H e wa at tl1at time a memb r of tl1e tate Senate of Ken
tucl{)" bl1t r esigned in 1861 and began raising· h·oop fo1· the 
l 1nion arm)r. He wa ap1 ointed olonel of tl1e Fifth Ken
t11cky "\r olunteers in eptember, 1 61, 7 ancl wa 11bsequentl~r 
1"'aised to tl1e rank of Brig·adier-General of Volt1nteer being· 
attacl1ecl to tl1e arm,, of Gen ral Ormsby ir. 1itc11el. till 

• • 

later l1e wa appointecl 1ajor-Gene1·al of , .,. olunteers. H e 
served valiant!. " in the battles of l1ilol1, tone Ri,re r, hicl{
ama uga, in tl1e Tullal1oma an1paign, and in the mo-vement 
arot1nd Cha ttanoog·a. From o,Tembe1· 1 63, until N O"tem
l)er, 1865, wl1en he r e igned, lie bac1 command of Na l1ville 
T ennessee. 

In 1865 R ou seau wa elertecl to 1ongres from I{entt1c~r 
on tl1e R epublican ticlcet, ser ·ving· from Derem be1· 4 1 65, to 

u Biograp1uca1 Congressional Directory, p. 77i. 

7 Appleton's Cyclopaeclia of L11ner1can B1ograpl1y, \ rol. III, p. 336 
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July 26, 1 66, when l1e re igne<l af te1· bei11g· cen ur d for 
personally assaulting Jo iah B. Grinnell in tl1e capitol. 
During his l1ort term in ongr lie erved on tl1 om
mittee on ~1ilitarv .,_i.\ffairs.8 

~ 

Lov 11 H. Rou ea ll tbc1·cf or , wa a 11Ja11 ,vl10 r nc1 r cl 
great ser,Tice to il1e ation. Lil{ Grin11ell lie J)O s s ed a 
fearless per onality an.cl was stauncl1 in the su1Jport of tl1 
principle wl1icl1 lie belie,-ed to b right. In l)ite of stat -
ments wl1icl1 are 01netime macle, Rou seau wa not a cow
ard. Hi a at1lt upon Grinnell \\,.a tl1e re ult of a l1ot 
temper a11 1 cloe .. not J)ortra)" tl1e real c11aracter of tl1 111a11. 
Judging from tl1eir public career , Rou eau was witl1ol1t 
doubt tl1e abler of tl1e two m n, but J) rl1aps from tl1 ta11cl, 
point of per, onality ancl g·eneral character Grinnell attract
eel greater a lmira tion. 

• TUE DB;B.\TE OK TIIE FREED1\1E~ Bl'RE \U BILI-' 

s pro,?ecl 1J~" tl1e invPstigating co1n1nittee of tl1 JI011. e 
an.cl by th aclmi io11 of Rous ea u, tl10rc i no clou l>t as to 
tl1e cause of tl1e as a11lt t1pon Grinnell. Tl1e tro11blP aro e 
out of a lebate wllicl1 took place in tl1e liou. ~ of Re1)rese11-
tatives on J 11ne 11, 1 6G, relative to tl1e Freedmen's Bl1rea11 
Bill.9 

This bill wa introclucecl in tl1e enate on Januar}'" 5, 
1866, by L:v·man TrumlJ1,1ll enaior from Illinoi . Ii will 
be rememl)ered tl1ai tl1e i,il War l1acl just closed and tl1e 
countr,,., e peciall~· tl1c Soutl1, was still in an exiremel)· 
unsettle 1 conclition. Congress l1ad but a sl1ort time pr -
vious to the intro iuction of thi8 l>ill l)as eel tl1e ~on titt1-
tional au1enclment abolisl1ir1g slav l'JT. Bt1t at the time 
Trumbull introclt1cecl l1is bill tl1at an1enclment l1ad not et 
been ratifiecl bJT two-thirds of the States. Indeed, it was in 

s ~\pp1eton 's Cyclopaedia of A merlcan Biography, Vol. III, p. 336. 

!> llouse R epo1 ts, 1st ession, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, p. 2. 
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view of this fact that enator T1--lrmbull presented the bill 
in ong·ress. The purpose of the bill in the words of the 
originator was '' to enlarge the powers of the Freedmen's 
Bureau so as to secure freedom to all persons within the 

nited tates, and protect every inclividual in the full en
jo}1ment of the rig·hts of person ancl property and furnish 
him with means £01-- their vindication.'' 10 

It should be borne in mind that a bill establishing a Freed
men's Bureau had been passed at tl1e preceding session of 

ongress. The Bureau thus created wa an institution witl1 
certain well clefined powers for securing tl1e absolute free
dom of slaves where their former masters were obstinate . 
It also to a rather limited extent sought to find employment 
fo1· slaves and in o-eneral looked after their interests. Manv 

' 

people in th ortl1 had grave appreben ions lest by local 
legislation or a p1·evailing pt1blic &entiment in ce1--tain com
m11nities the negroes wot1lcl still be oppre sed and in fact 
deprived of their f reeclom. It was to quiet this widespread 
iclea that this bill was introduced on J anuar)'" 5, 1 66. c
cording to Sena tor Tr11m bull, the bill was int1"'oduced 'for-
the purpose also of showing· to those among· whom slavery 
has heretofore existed that unless by local legislation they 
provide for the r eal freedom of their former slaves the 
Federal Government will, by virtue of its o\vn authority, 
see that they are fully protectecl. '' 11 

Senator Trumbull stated that be h1Jn1blv· believTed and 
~ 

hope<l that it would not be necessa1--y for the Federal Gov-
ernment to inte1·fere in this matter, but as long· as ongress 
bacl passed the constitt1tional amendment abolishing slavery 
it devolved upon Congress to see that e, .. erj,. slave g·ot hi 
freedom in case the tates failed to enforce the law. 

10 Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 39th Congress, p. 77. See also p. 129 for 
the introduction of the bill. 

11 Congressronal Globe, 1st Session, 39th Congress, p. 77. 
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The bill wa dul)T filed in tl1e Hou e and 1·ef erred to a com
mittee on January 25, 1 66, but did not come up for consid
eration until early in Feb1·uarJ··. 1Ir. G1·innell was a strong 
supporter of the bill while M1~. Rousseau opposed it with 
qual ·vigor. Th bill was being debated in the Hou on 

February 3, 1 66, and in the cou1·se of tl1e debate Rousseau 
1·elated a certain incident that occu1·red in I{entucky und r 
the existing F1·eeclmen 's Bureau laws. Tl1e incident in the 
words of Rou seau is as follows : 

A man b)" tl1e narne of Blevins in my to,v-.n ca1ne hon1e one evening 
and found hi ,rife engaged in some controversy ancl collision ,vith 
a n egro ,roman ,vho had been her servant- not one ,Yl10 had be
longed to her as a sla·ve. H e took part ,v1tl1 l1is ,vifc. . . . The 
negro "Toman complained to tl1is agent of the bureal1, and a col1ple 
of n egro soldiers ,vere sent tl1ere to arre t l1in1 ancl }1is ,vife. Ancl 
because one of his little girls had aid s01nething in tl1e matter an 
order ,,as also sent for her arrest. The 1i1a11 can1e to inc, suppo ing 
that I might be able to assist him. . . . Early tl1e next n1orning 
I ,,·ent to the commandant's l1eadq11arters. and tl1ere I .found Ir. 
Blev'ins and his ,,·ife an(l children eekin g protection again t tl1e 
Freedman's B11rea11, acting on tl1e cou1plaint of tl1e negro ,ro1nan. 

o,v sir, I tolcl tl1e agent of tl1at l)u1·ea11 .Ju t ,vl1at I tl1ougl1t and 
felt in reference to this 1natter. I said to l1i1n, ·'If )ro11 \Yant to 
protect tl1e frced1uen of tl1is co1nn111nit)' I a111 ,Yith you heart and 
soul; I ,vill stand b:y· you in all Just measures; b11t if )rou intend to 
arrest ,Yl1ite people on tl1e e,r parle state1nent of negroes, and l1olcl 
the1n to suit :vour convenience for trial, and fine and in1pr1son tl1em 
then I saJ' that I oppose> :ro11; and if yot1 sl1011ld so arrest ancl 
punisl1 1ne, I ,vo11ld kill :rou \Vl1en }Toti set me at lilJerty , and I tl1ink 
you ,-rould do tl1e san1e to a u1an ,,1ho ,,·011lcl treat )rou in that ,va)', 
if you are the rnan I tliink )Tou are, and tl1e man )'OU ought to be to 
fill your position 11ere. '' 12 

Ro11sseal1 's pllrJJose in relating tlus inciclent was to sho 
that abuses l1acl arisen unde1"' tl1e operation of the Freed
men's Bureau; and instead of giving· the Bu1·eau more 

12 House R eports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, pp. 39, 40. 
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power, as tl1e proposecl bill wol1ld <lo, he l)e1ie,Ted that much 
of the powe1~ it alread) had should b taken away or at least 
n1oclifie<l to a certain extent. 

On February .. 5t11 tl1 Freed111en' Bt1reau Bill was again 
under consicleration. Grinnell wa -- upporting it and Rep
l'esentatives Tri1nl>le ancl Rou . cau were argl1ing ao-ainst it. 
Representati'ite Triml)l l1ac1 tatec1 that tl1e law of Ken
tuclcy were honorable a11cl ju t, and uited to tl1e conditions 
of tl1at lair. In t11e co11r e of l1i arg11ment in repl3~ to 
Mr. Trimble :Thfr. G1'innell said: '' I cl1arge that the~ .. are 
monstrous and 1amnal)le laws, 11ch a wo11lcl be a disl1onor 
to the most barbaro11s nation on the face of the earth, and I 
regret to apJ)l~T tl1e sol1ncl political maxim that no tate is 
bette1-- t11an its law . I would a l{ tl1e gentleman why the 
legislature of Kentt1rk)' at it late e ion clid not cl1ange or 
amend tho e law , o tl1at tlie)r mi~l1t show that there wa 
honor in the I entl1ckian l1eart that they were willing· to 
met out justice to all men. '' 13 Grinnell then went on to say 
that the law of I{cntucky whicl1 made it a penal offence 
for a man wl10 bad won a government uniform to go into 
that State were indicative of barl)ari m, meaning of course 
the discriminations whicl1 were macle against negroes in 
K ntucl{)' · 

Grinnell tl1en referr d to the incident which Rousseau had 
cited on February 3rd, stating tl1at Rou seau had said that 
if lie were arrested on the complaint of a ne<>'ro and brou ht 
before one of tl1e agents of this Bure all lie would shoot the 
ag·en t when l1e became free. Grinnell in speaking· of thi 
remarl{ by Rol1sseau said: 

• 
• 

It is the spirit of barbarism that has too long d,velt in our land 
the spirit of the infernal regions that brought on the rebellion and 
this war. . . . I care not whether the gentleman [lv1r . Rous
seau] \vas four years in the war on the Union side or four years on 

13 Hot'-♦c;e Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report To. 90, p 40. 
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tl1e other side; but I saJ ... tl1at he degraded his State ancl uttered a 
sentiment I tho11gl1t un"·orthy of an .American officer ,Yl1en lie said 
that he ,vould do uch an act on the complaint of a negro against 
liim.14 

On the following· cla}", Februar),. 6th Rou au toolc tl1e 
floor and attemptecl to mal{e a per onal ex1)lanation. He 
flenied tl1at 11 u ed the lang·uage imp11tecl to hin1 b~-.- 1\fr. 
Grinnell and lie cleno11nced Grinn 11 ', a, erlion '' tl1at he 
had degradecl hi ._ tate and utter·ecl a e11tin1 nt . . . 
11nworilrj .. of an r11erican officer'' a \Ti le slancler and u11-
wortl1Jr to be 11ttered lJ}" an~ gentlema11 upo11 t11e floor of tl1e 
Hou e. 15 

W11en tl1e F1·eecl1ne11' Bill wa a O'ain de1Jated on ll1c t]1 
of F 1>r11arv Grin11ell ancl Ro11s eau l1acl a f11rtl1e1· <li cu -• 

"' io11. Tl1 cl1ief point of contro,-er )'" wa a ... to tl1e power 
J)Ossessed b:v· tl1e particular office1· in the incident whicl1 
Rousseau had rited. Rous eau argued tl1at the agent acted 
ntu·ely outsid of l1i · pliere ancl 11 nee deserved to be sl1ot. 

G1·innell contencled tl1at the ag· nt was i1npl3 .. fulfilling· bi 
duty as an officer of ihc F1·eedme11 Bureau.10 ... \..i tl1is point 
tl1e question was droppecl for more tl1an four mon tl1~ . Tl1e 
bill was 1·eferrcd to a committee ancl came up ag·ain on 
,June 11th for furtl1er ]iscussion. It was the word of 
Grinnell on June 11th that ca11sed Ro11 sca11 to assault l1im a 
few da)"S late1·, on June 14tl1. 

The wl1ole cliscussion between Rousseau and Grinnell on 
,June 11th hinges a1·ound the statement made by Ro11sseau 
in 1·egard to the incident con11ectecl wi tl1 tl1e Fre d1ne11 's 
Bureau in Kentl1cl{)T, namely: If >~011 in1 nc1 to a1·rest 

white people on the ex parte statement of negroes a11d holcl 
them to suit 1ro11r con·venience for trial, anc1 fine ancl im-• 

1-1 llouse R eports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I , Report No. 90, pp. 40, 41 . 

1:; Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 39th Congress, p . 688. 

10 House Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, p. 45. 
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pri on them tl1en I a~,. I oppo e )"OU; and if j'"OU should so 
arrest and puni h me I would kill 3,.ou when you set me at 
libert),.. '' Grinnell ag·ain aid that when Rousseau utte1 .. ed 
this statement he clegracled his late and uttered a senti
ment 1mworth~v· of an merican officer. Rousseau claimed 

~ 

tl1at rinnell insultecl tl1e good name of the tate of Ken-
tucky and al o dicl him (Ro11s eau) a great personal wrong. 

war of word was wag·ed over thi point for ome time. 
Rou seau r ferred to G1 .. innell a a 'pitiable politician £1 .. om 
I owa'', where11pon rinnell a . ailecl the military record of 
Rous ea11. Ile declared tl1at when tl1ere was a big battle 
R,ou sea11 alwa}· managecl to e ca1Je it. 'His military 
r ecord !'', asl<ed Grinnell '' ,\'ho has reacl it ~ In what -vol
l1me of hist or}· is it found? 17 

The debate became pt1rel~- personal in natt1re despite the 
efforts of the peal{er of the House to stop it, and it was 
wagecl over exiremel:'" trivial points. At the close of the 
debate Grinnell l1ad apparentl),. a little advantage over his 
opponent. Rousseau's last words we1·e: ''I hope now that 
I have heard the last from the member of Iowa. I hope 
that I shall never have occasion to 1 .. efer to the ubject 
ag·ain. Whatever g·lorJ·· l1e l1as gained in this conte t I am 
content that 11e should wear.'' 18 

Hence it seemed from all appearances that the incident 
was closecl. Nothing more was heard or aid about it ancl 
the 11nfortunate affair was being· 1~apidl. forg·otten, when 
three clays late1 .. , on Thursc1ay, J 11ne 14th, Rou eau a ault
ecl Grinnell wit11 a can on the steps of the capitol lJuilding. 

THE .ASSA.ULT 

The assault took place just at the close of tl1e se sion of 
the House at three-thirty on the afternoon of the 14th of 

11 House Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report o. 90, pp. 42-44, 
46, 47. 

1s llouse Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, p. 47. 
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June, 1 66. Tl1e JJlace of the attacl{ was on the east portico 
of the capitol builcling·. Imrn diatelJT afte1' tl1e 11011 e had 
adjourned 1'fr. Grinnell pa eel out tl1roug]1 tl1e rot un(1a 
with tl1e intention of taking· a str et car to his place of re. i
dence. He was topped by Ro11 eau, who stated tl1at lie 
bad waited fou1· daJ· for an a po logs· for his conduct to,vard 
lrim in the House on fonday J u11e 11th. Grinnell calml)?" 
1·eplied '\,\'hat of that'', or ometl1ing· to tl1ai effect. 
Rous eau then changed hi· cane from l1is I ft ban 1 to l1is 
right and witl1out f11rtl1er wore.ls proreccled to a<ln1inister a 
beating to ~11'. Grinnell. The in trument u el wa, a mall 
1·attan cane witl1 an iron end and Ro11 seau sirucl{ Grinnell 
with the i1 .. on nd. He tr11ck Lim cl1iefly in tl1e face, bui one 
1Jlow l1it Grinnell hand and anotl1 1· his sbot1lcler. The 
blows were continued until the rane broke. 11 told, prob
ablJ ... eig·ht or ten blow w re strucl{.10 

As far as phy ical injur)r wa conce1'ned Grinnell was 
practical}~ ... 11nl1armed. Hi hand and sl1ol1ld r were bruised 
so tl1at lie co11ld not use tl1em for everal da)-s, but be)1 on<l 
that hi inju1--ies were slight ancl he was able to attend to his 
duties the fallowing day. 

G1·innell made no effort wbateve1 .. to resist Rousseau and 
when tl1e latter hacl finished aclministering tl1c caning 
Grinnell walke l peacefulljr awa)1 to bis place of 1·esidence. 

ccording to G1·innell 's belief, the purpose of the attack 
was to o-et l1im to attack Rot1ssea11, wl10 then would have 
hacl a pretext for a assinating· him. Fo1 .. tl1at reason Grin
nell made no attempt to defend himself . 

.t\.s nearly as could be ascertained there w re f1·om fifteen 
to twent}T persons upon the po1--tico at the time of the as
sault, a part of whom were detained the1·e because of a 
sl1ower of 1·ain which was falling at the time. There was no 
otl1er member of the House present besides Grinnell and 

10 llouse Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, p. 1. 



394 IOW .A JOUR AL OF HISTORY D POLITI S 

Rous eau. Grinnell was total}}~ unarmed and R ousseau had 
~ 

no w apon other than tl1e small cane wl1ich he used in the 
assault. 20 

No friends of Grinnell were present p1,obably b cause of 
the su<l<lenness and unexpectedne s of the attack. On the 
other hand tl1ree persons were pre ent as friencls of Rous
s au: 1fr. l1arle D. Penn~Tbaker of Kentuck)", Mr. L. G. 
Grigsb~ of Kentuck}T, and fr. John . McGr ew of Ohio. 
l.{1~. P nn)·bal{er, a , 1 er} .. close friencl of Rousseau was 
pr sent because Ro11sseat1 had intimatecl to him that a per
sonal assa11lt was possible if not probable. fter Rous eau 
had broken the cane on Grinnell be pu hed the latter up 
against a pillar and was seeming·}~ .. about '' to finish the 
job'' with l1is fists, but at this point Mr. Pennybaker stepped 
in and succeeclecl in restraining lilm. In the l1earing before 
the committee, Pennybaker stated that be was armed with 
a loaded pistol. He was then que tioned a to whether 01· 

not it was customar~y· for l1im to carry a gun and he saicl 
that it was not. He finall made the statement that he car-., 

ricd the g11n that clay in order to protect Ro11sseau in case 
any bystanders interferecl in tl1e contro,1 er s),.· H e saicl that 
it was not his intention to use the pistol unle s he was 
obliged to, but that he feared for the personal safety of 
Ro11ssea11.21 

The otl1er two frienc1s of Rousseau had no intimation a 
to wliat was abo11t to occl1r. fr. Grig b3y was a personal 
frienc1 of bot11 R,ol1sseau ancl P enn)Yl)aker. Ile was ,risiting· 
with Pennvbah:e1· in tl1c latter's rooms when the latter in-• 

f ormccl l1im tl1at l1e must go to tlte capitol b11ilding·. G1·igsbJ~ 
obtainecl P ennyl)aker' pcrmis, ion to ac.com1)any him and 
l1ence was present on th0 })ortico a a g·l1e t of Pennybaker.22 

20 Hou.se Jleports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report .... o. 90, p. 1. 

21 House Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, "\7 ol. I , Report No. 90, pp. 15-20. 

22 Ho1l.se R eports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, '\To}. I , Report o. 90, pp. 21-24. 
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The third friend of Rou eau, Dr. John . M Grew of 
Ohio, had be n talking to R,ousseau relativ to a business 
t1~ip to ew York wl1icl1 the. proposed to tak together. 
McGrew hacl an appointm nt with R,ot1sseal1 at th close of 
the se ion on that da)T and wa waiting for l1im in th 
rotunda. Rou eau rl1sl1ecl into the rotl111cla, pass d right 
by :11cGrew wi tho11t noticing him anc1 pass d out to th 
portico. 11cGrew noticed tl1at be wa very much excited 
about ometl1ing and hence followed l1im and was pres nt 
at the assal1lt. 23 Botl1 f cGrew anc1 Penn,rbake1· wer armed 

• 

with pistol... It wa aclmitted bJ· all tl11·ee of these men that 
in the event of an3r inte1·f erence on th part of outside par
ties theJT ho11ld l1ave taken part in the contest. No inter
ference being· offered, the)T did not })articipate in tl1e affair 
except to ad,Tise ~1r. Rousseau to withdraw at th close. 

TI.IE rn,TESTIGATION BY TI.IE coM~tJTTEE 

The members of the House of Represen ta ti ves were ve1~~,. 
much chagrined over the conduct of G1'innell and Rousseal1, 
and a committee was appointecl to investigate the entire 
affair and report back to the House. n-Ir. Rufus P. palc1-
ing of Ohio, l\1r. athaniel P. Banks of fassachl1 etts, 1\11·. 
John Ilog·an of lv!issouri, M1~. Henry J. Raymoncl of New 
York, and J\f1·. £. Russell Thayer of Pennsyl,,.ania mad 
up tl1is comn1ittee, wl1icl1 ommencecl its investigation on 
June 26th ancl continuecl for five laJrs, malcing· its 1·eport to 
the House on July 2nd.24 

It was found bv thP com1nittee that there was no <lol1b1 • 

as to the purpose or cal1se of the assault. Rousseau on the 
witness stand franld,T aclmittec1 that tl1e sole cal1se of the • 

attack was tl1e words spoken b:T Mr. G1·innell in the Ho11se, 
anc1 that he l1ad f ollowecl Grinnell to tl1e east portico of tl1e 

23 House Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, pp 31-38. 

24 House Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, "\ToI. I, Report o. 90, pp. 1, 5. 
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capitol for the purpose of a saulting l1im. Furthermore, 
lie stated on the witnes stand that he callecl to Mr. Grinnell 
who was then a few paces ahead of him. Mr. Grinnell 
topped and he clemanded of him an apolog~" for his conduct 

in th House on the p1·e,rious f onda)". W11en Grinnell re
fused to responcl with tl1e ought-for apology, Rousseau 
called Grinnell a '' damned coward'' and a '' damned pol
troon'', and then began to l)eat him with the cane. Grinnell 
said : '' You are not hllrting me.'' \Vherel1pon Rousseau 
replied: '' I don't want to hurt you, I want to disgrace you, 
you damned puppy. ' ' After the cane b1·ol{e, R ous ea u was 
evidently about to ''finish the job'' with bis fit when 
Pennybalrer interfered. The1'eupon Rousseau after calling 
Grinnell a'' damnecl coundrel'' went away with 1Ir. Penn,r-

• • 

bake1· and M1·. G1·igsby.2;; Throughout the assault Grinnell 
maintained perfect self-control, and when R ousseau had 
:finished with the caning he calmly said: 'If the crowd have 
done with me I will leave.'' 

In the hearing before the committee the chief per ons who 
testified were 11r. Grinnell, 1fr. Rousseau, Daniel Morris, 
William P. Tu1-pin, harles C. PennJrbaker, L. B. Grig·sby 
Willard Saulsbury, John S. 1fcG1·ew, John BoJ··d, and 
Leonard Jone . The testimony of G1·innell, Rousseau 
P ennybaker, Grigsb3r, and McGrew has already been re
f erred to. Morris, Turpin, Boyd, and Jones added nothing 
further to tl1at which l1as already been given. PracticalljT 
the only distinguished pe1·son present at the assault and the 
only member of Congress besides Grinnell and Rousseau 
was Senator Willa1'd Saulsbury of Delaware. The testi
mony which he gave, however, did not bring out any addi
tional facts. 

It was urged on behalf of Lovell H. Rousseau that he 

2 G See testimony before the committce.-House Reports, 1st Session, 39th 
Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, pp. 5-39. 
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''had been assailed b3r :i\fr. G1'innell witl1 epitl1ets and 
aspersions to wl1ich no man could l)e e~--p cted or required 

to submit; and that as tl1e Hou e hac1 failecl to p1~otect l1im, 
upon his appeal, in his p1·ivil g·e as a member, lie felt it to 
be bis right to ,ri11<licat l1im elf and the people he repre-

en ted. '' 
2

G Grinnell, on the other ban cl, main tainecl tl1a t bi 
character had been assaile 1 b3T Rousseau botl1 Ul)On tl1 floor 
of the House ancl el ewbe1·e in such a manner tl1a t he was 
perf ecilJ· ju tified in the remark which l1e l1ad rni1d . 

othino- a1 }Jeared in the l1earing before the com111itt e 
that indicatecl that 1'.ir. G1·iunell was actuatecl in tl1e light
est deg·ree by malice or per onal fe ling· toward Mr. Rous
seau. :i\1oreover, the in, ... estig·ation b:y .. th committ clid not 
1·eveal an, .. other misconduct of Rous au eitl1e1· as a mem-~ 

ber of tl1e Hou e or as an army officer. Rol1sscau 's much 
disputed nlilita1'y recor 1 was investig·ate 1 and it was fot1nd 
that his services hacl been honorable in e,;rery respect. 

The corouiittee, moreove1', investigatecl tl1e matt 1· of 
'' absolute privilege'' of the member of ongre . Tl1e 

onstiiution of tl1e nitecl " tates express!)· p1·ovicl<1 · tl1at 
''for anJ'" 1Jeecl1 or cle lJa te in ei tl1er l1ouse the)T s11all not be 
question eel in any other plac . '' 27 O11e of tl1e rules of th 
House was to the effect that IJer onal matters l1011ld 11ot lJ 
discu secl or clebated 011 tl1e floor. It was very e,7i 1 nt that 

~ 

both R oussea11 ancl Grinnell had exccecled tl1e-ir pri,1ileges 
in their vario11s clebates on the Freecln1en 's Bureau Bill. 
The committee undoulJte<ll1r felt that Rousseau was en-• 

titled to some relief but it woulcl be an exceeding·ly 
<lang·erou. lJrccedent to set if the) .. sl1ot11d excu e l1is per
sonal assault upon Grinnell. IIence the committee after 
long· rleliberation founcl tl1at both Rou seau and G1--innell 
were guilty of a breach of p1--ivilege. 

2n llou.~c Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report No. 90, p. 2. 
2

7 Cons t1t.ut1on of tile United States, Article I, Section 6. 
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TIIE REPORT OF THE C011!\1ITTEE 

The committee made the following recommendations to 
the House on J u1J" 2, 1 66 : 

R esolved, That the Hon. Lovell H. Rousseau a representative 
from Kentucky, b)' committing an assault t1pon the person of the 
Hon. J. B. Grinnell, a r epresentative from the tate of Iowa, for 
\\

1ords spoken in debate, has justly forfeited his priv1leges as a mem
ber of this House, and is hereby expelled. 

R esolved, That the personal r eflections made l))T ftir. Grinnell. a 
r epresentative from the tate of Iovi a, 1n presence of the House, 
upon the character of l\Ir. Rousseau, a repre entati·re from the State 
of Kentucky, ,vere in ,·iolation of the rule regt1lating debate and 
the privileges of 1ts members fol1nded tl1ereon, and 1nerit the dis
approval of the House. 

R esolved, That harles D. Pennybaker of K entucky, L. B. Grigs
by of Kentuc]D, and John . ~Ic :rre,v of Ohio, by their presence 
and participation 1n a pren1editated personal a sault betl\'een Hon. 
l\ir. Rol1sscat1, of Kentucky, and H on . Ir. Grinnell, of Io,va, on 
acco11nt of ,, ords spoken in debate, in "·l1ich tl1e persons if not the 
lives of members of this House were imperilled, Yrere guilty of a 
violation of its privileges, and they are hereby ordered to be brought 
to the bar of this House to ans,ver for their contempt of its privi
leges. 28 

These were the 1~esol11tions adopted by the majority of the 
investigating committee consisting of 1\fr. R. P. palding 
of Ohio Mr. N. P. Banks of 1\1assach11setts, and Mr. 11. 
Russ 11 Tha)·e1 .. of Penn ylvania. Tl1e minority, consisting 
of H enr)r ,J. Ra"jrmonc1 of ew Y 01'1< and ,J ol1n Hogan of 
Missouri, agreecl that R,ousseal1 was g·l1ilt1· of a breach of 
privilege withol1t justification. Bl1t considering the failure 
of the House to protect him anc1 tl1e total absence of an}" 
intention to inflict great bodily inj11r) .. on Grinnell the3,. were 
of the opinion tl1at expulsion from tl1e House was too sever l 

a punishment to inflict.29 The resoll1tion of t]1e 1ninorit~- wa . 
as follows: 

2s Ilouse Reports, 1st Session, 39th Congre s, '"'ol. I, Rc>po1 t Xo. 90, pp. ~. 4. 
2 0 House Rcvorfs, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Report .1. '"o. 90, p. 4-. 



Resolved, rrhat Hon. Lo,·ell H Rot1 sea t1 l)e su1n111oned to the bar 
of the Ho11se. and he tl1ere publjct v repri1nanded b3,. tl1c p eakcr 
for the ·violation of the right and pri,rileges of tl1e H ouse, of ,vl1ich 
he ,vas guilty 1n the p er sonal assault com1n1tted by him on Hon. 
J . B. Grinnell for ,,¥ords spoken in debate. 30 

TIIE .ACTION OF THE R OL ... E 

The Holl e, after carefully deliberating over tl1e reports 
of both tl1e majority and the minorit~ r of the con1mittee for 
nearlJ" three weeks, clecidecl to adopt th mir1oritJr r eport. 
On Jul)' 21st William B. llison in conclusion called for tl1e 
execution of the orde1~ of tl1e Hol1se. Therel1pon Speaker 

olf ax said: 

Gen eral RoussE tu: Tl1e House of Repre cntatives have declarec1 
you guilty of a violation of its rights and p1ivileges in a premedi
tated assa11lt upon a 1nember for ,vords spoken in debate. This 
condemnation thejr l1a,Te placed on their .J ot1rnal and have ordered 
that J·ol1 be p t1blicly r eprimanded by the p eaker at tl1e bar of the 
House. o ,,·ords of 111ine can add to t l1c force of this order , in 
obedience t o ,rhich I n o,, pron ounce 11pon ~'OU its r epri1nancl. 31 

BFFECTS OF THE EPISODE 

It i -. n eedle s to sav that the Grinnell-Rousseau affair 
~ 

created much comment tl1roug·hout tl1e ation. The friencls 
of Grinnell of course tool{ his part and severely denounced 
Ro11sseau in the news1)aper s, wl1ile the supporter s of Rous
seau were equall}r bitter in their denunciation of Grinnell. 
But on th wl1ole it m a5r be saicl tha i the pre1)onclerance of 
pl1blic sentiment in tb e orth was in favor of Josiah B. 
Grinnell. The people of Iowa stood bel1ind Grinnell almost 
to a man, thus indicating that his abilit)- was appreciatecl 
in his home ta te. 

''That Gene1·al Ro11ssea11, member of Cong·r·css from I{cn
t11cks .. , i s a first class }1er o is now c1e:finitely settled '', de-

ao H ouse R eports, 1st Session, 39th Congress, Vol. I, Repor t No. 90, p. 4. 

J 1 Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 39th Cong ress, p. 4017. 
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cla1·ed an Iowa edito1·. ''He ]1as claimed that distinction 
ve1-- since he became a membe1.. of the House and has 

att mpted ev'"eral times to establish l1is claim by a lofty 
bearing ancl pompot1 declamation, but failing in tl1ese he 
l1as acloptecl 1.he only infallible ( 011tbern) test and has 
come out succe ful. '' The editor then presented the de
tails of the assault and in conclusion said : ''We tru t that 
the Ilouse will promptly expell the blackguarcl ancl would 
be b11ll)~ ancl prevent a r ett1rn of tbi kind of outhern ac
comJJlisl1me11t to ongress. '' 32 

Tl1e jf arsltall C1ou,ity T11nes of 1Ia1· hallto,vn, Iowa in 
the i sue of Jul 4, 1 G6, also empbaticall}r took the pa1·t of 
1'f r. Grinnell.· .After 1·ecot1nting the circumstance of the 
assat1lt the editor declared: 

It is believed tl1at the committee appointed by tl1e H ouse to 
investigate the Grinnell-Rot1sseau affair, 1Yill recommend the ex
pulsion of Rol1sseau. It is the proper cot1rse to take. If the 
IIot1se ,vol1ld preserve its o,vn dignity and character, bullies and 
blackguards sl1ould be eA"J)elled. Let it be understood that none h11t 
gentle111cn shall occt1py st1cl1 positions, and tl1e low blackguardism 
and figl1ting propensities of 1nen1bers of Congress will l)e effectually 
cl1ec ked. 33 

The attitude of the people of Grinnell, Iowa toward the 
a ff air is especiallJ" notewo1·th:y·. .t\.. few da~~ after the as
sa l1l i a pl1blic meeting· was called in Grinnell for the purpo e 
of expressing tl1e feeling· of the co1nrol1n jty on the matte1--. 
1\.mong tl1e resoll1tions adopted were the following: 

Resolved, That Lovell H. Rousseau has conferred on Hon. J. B. 
Grinnell the l1ighest co1npliment in his po,Yer, by his practical 
acknowledg1nent tl1at l1e cannot cope ""itl1 tl1e Io,Ya member in 
del)ate. 

• • • • 

Resolved, Tl1at ,ve tender to K entucky Ollr friendly cornrnisera-

32 Jowa City Republ1can, Vol. XVII, o. 917, June 20, 1 66. 

33 ]farsllall County Tirncs (~1arsballto,vn) . Vol VIII, No. 13, July 4, 1866 
For a later con1n1ent, see the san1e paper for May 25, 1867. 
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tions, that in this l1our of peril to l1er once untarnisl1ed l1onor, sl1e 
is represented by a man so consciouslJ.r incom_petent and so obviously 
un"'orthy. 

R esoli•ed Tl1at it is dt1e to tl1e dignity of Congress, tl1e interest 
of good order. and the cause of freedo1n and right, tl1at the assailant 
of :i\Ir. Grinnell be at once expelled fro1n the H ouse of Representa
tives in disgrace, and that any 1ne1nbcr of ongre s ,,1110 1nay 
atten1pt a imilar outrage hereafter, should be promptl~r expelled 
and rendered ineligible to a seat in either House.34 

Tl1e effect of tl1is episode urJon Lovell H. Rousseau ,va 
to lower lrim in public e teem and to brand him in tl1e minc1 
of man}r as a coward. hor·tly after being publicl}-r rep1·i

manded by th peake1' of the House in accordance wi tl1 tl1e 
action taken b3r tl1e House, he re igned a R epr esentati~Te. 
But this re igna tion b~r no means end<1d bis a1·cer in public 
life. ome time later· he was sent bv President J o11n on to .. 
officiall"" recei,,.e ..t.\.la ka for the Unitecl tate from Rt1 sia . • 

Then he wa appointecl to the commancl of tl1e Depa1·tment 
of the Gulf, witl1 l1eac1quarter at ew 01,]eans. IIe 11c
ceeded General Pl1ili1) H. ~ hericlan and contin11ed in tl1is 
post until lu cleath at ew Orleans on Jant1ary 7, 1 69.33 

Likewise the inriclent was b)r no means tl1e las t event in 
tl1e public life of l\fr. G1·innell, althou 0 ·h tl1is was t}1e la L 
term in wl1icl1 he belcl an elective office. nf 01·tunatel\r the .. 

ongres ional election occurr c1 in tl1e fall fallowing· tl1e 
assault ancl tl1e nominating· con·v·ention took })lace at Osl{a
loosa, Iowa, one we l( afte1 .. tl1e as ault and u1orc than a 

week before the inve tigating· committee in tJ1e House macl 
it& report. Grinnell was a cancli c1ate for re-nomination, l)11t 
was clef ea ted b)· J t1<1g· Lo11g·11ric1ge. Tl1ere seems to be no 
clo11bt lJ11t tl1at tl1i a .. a11lt, and c IJeci,1ll jr the fact tl1at no 
r e.·ista11ce l1acl been macle to Ro11. sea11, 1efeate<.l Grinn 11 

a,i Cl111to11 fl crald, , ...-01. X. No. 26, June 30, 1866. • 

a~ .t\ppletou 's C'.11clopacd1a of ~J 1nlru·att B1ograp!,y, "\rol. III, p. 336. 
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at tl1e convention. But in pite of l1is failure to receive the 
re-nomination f 01· ongre s, Mr. Grinnell 1 .. emained in pub
lic life for many )Tear . In 1 6 he wa special agent of the 
Treasury Department, and in 1 4 he wa appointed Com
missioner of tl1e nitecl tate Bu1·eau of ,_t\nimal In
dl1stries. Later in life lie was presiclent of tl1e t. Louis 
and t. Paul Railroad, p1 .. esident of the tate Horticultural 

ociety, ancl pre iclent of the First ational Bank at 
Marshalltown, Iowa. 3 c, 

In pite of tl1e fact howe er that the inve tigating com
mittee of the Holl e put the blame for tl1e a a11lt entirely 
u1)on Roussea11 afte1· the epi ode Grinnell was never re
garded witl1 quite tl1e same esteem and admiration that he 
received from the l)eople of his tate ancl tl1e ation at 
large before the as ault. 37 

The Grinnell-Rous eau affai1 .. must be regarded as an 
e. treme}Jr unfortunate incident. It is incleed to be regretted 
that two such able men and two sucl1 tat1nch upporter of 
the Union should l1a,.re been allowecl to conduct themselve 
in such a repreben~ iblc manner on il1e floor of the House. 
Fortunately this unpleasant episoc1e in the lives of both men 
has been quite larg·el}'" forgotten, and Josiah B. Grinnell 
and Lovell H. Rou sea11 a1·e rememberecl mainly for the 
services which the1T rendered to the Nation at a time when 

• 

its future existence was ver much in doubt . • 

p UL R,. ~IBR M 
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30 Appleton's Cyclopaedia of A.1ner1can B 'lography, Vol. III, p. 2. 

37 For instance in 1869 when Grinnell received some mention as a candiuate 
for United States Senator, a newspaper correspondent declared that '' the ex
pression is very common in Io,va that J\1r. Grinnell could have bad from this 
people anything he would ask if he had given Rousseau 'as good or better than 
he sent'''- Weekly Iou1a State Register, Vol. XIV, No. 42, December 1, 1869. 


