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THE WORK OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH GENER L 

EMBLY OF row A 

Be id nume1--ou joint 1.. olution , nearly five hundred 
bill were introduc d in th nat and i ?" hundred in the 
Hou e of the Thi1 .. t -f ot11--th G n ral s mbl . Out of this 
ma of el ,ren hundr d bill and r olution two hundr d 
and eventy bill and i r joint 1--e olution wer adoptecl. 
Of th e two h11nd1 .. d and ev nt)r nactm nt , on hundred 
and thirty-£ our originated in th nat and on hund1·ed 
and thirty- ix in th Hou . Four of th joint 1·e olution 
originated in th nat and two in th Ilou~ . Mor over, 
thi product of legi lation a cla i:fi d by th ecr tary of 

tate for publication consi t of one hundr d and eighty­
nine 0·en 1 .. al law ; tw nty-f our approp1·iation acts; ten 
pecial acts; fo1--ty-sev n 1 g·alizinO' acts; and six joint reso­

lution .1 

The Thirty-thi1 .. d G n ral mbly adjou1·n d on April 
9th and tl1 Thirt T_fourth adjourned on pril 12th. An 
examination of th r cord how that ab ut two-thirds of 
the legi lative output of ach A mbly was enacted in the 
clo ing da)'" of th ion. In 1911 n arly one-half of the 
law pas ed wer igned b)r the Governor after th ad­
journment,2 howing that the must have been passed 
within the last three days of the s sion. But in this re­
spect the Thirty-fourth G n ral ss mbly diff rs very 
little from its pr ctec or , as an xamination of the ses­
sion laws will indicate. 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1911. 

2 The Governor is given thirty days in which to sign or disapprove bills 
after adj ournro ent. 
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Th in r a 1 omp n ation of it members is the only 
a t of importance pa d by th Thirty-fourth General As­
s mbly aff ting th legi lativ d partment3- althougl1 
the F ed ral censu of 1910 occa ioned some changes in the 
r pr s ntation of ounti in the low r hou e.4 In r ef 1·-

n to th x cutiv d partm nt the only acts of im-
portanc w r tho making light ext nsions of the 
Gov rnor' appointiv and r emoval power.5 everal im­
portant a t w r approv d relating to the administ1--ati,re 
offi 1-- boa1--d and ommi. ion , which will be con id 1·ed 
und r p ial h ading . 

v ral a t w r pa d aff cting th judicial depa1--t-
m nt. In 1 4 tl1 on titution of Iowa wa amend d o 
a top 1·mit th n ral mbl to ''provide for holding· 
p r n to an w r for an criminal off en e without tl1e 
int rv ntion of th g1--and jur 7

• ' ' o legi.slation, how v 1·, 
had b n na t d in accordance with that authority until 
1911, wh n th Thirty-fourth Gen ral .A embly pas ed an 
act providing for th pro cution of criminals to final 
judgment ~ith r on indictm nt b the grand j11ry or upon 
information b th 01Jnty tto1--ney.6 .An additional 
judo- was p1--ovid d for in thr e different di trict ,7 mal{ing 
th total numb r of Di trict ourt judges fifty-six. Jus­
ti es of th P a w re authoriz d to r equire securitJ'" for 
co ts in a coming· within tl1eir juri diction.8 

The primar l ction law was modified by two lig·l1t 
amendm nts, on of th m changing the time of holding· the 

3 The Lieutenant Governor and the peaker of the House will now receive 
$2,000 each, that is, double the compensation of n1embers. 

4 Des Moines and Lee counties are reduced to one representative each and 
Black Hawk and Wapello will get two representatives each. 

5 For instance see Laws of Io wa, 1911, pp. 105, 106, 126, 140. 

6 Laws of I owa, 1911, p. 201. 

1 Laws of Io iva, 1911, pp. 3, 4. 

a Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 185 . 
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primary from the :fir t Tue day aft r th first Monday in 
June to the first 1'1onday in June O and the other r elating 
to the nomination of per ons who e nam s do not appear 
on the official ballot.10 

Local government in Iowa, being depend nt upon th 
Gene1 .. al As embl , offer to th 1 gi lator a f rtile field for 
the production of n w statute . In r p ct to co11nty gov­
ernm nt there i the u ual bi nni.al gri t of powers ve t d 
in or denied to th Boa1 .. d of up 1 .. vi or . P rhaps th 
mo t important act aff cting the governing board of the 
co11nty was th ubj cting of the Board of up rvisor to 
the provision of th o on Law, which provid s for their 
removal for mi f a ance malf a anc or nonf asanc in 
office.11 .Anoth r act make the r moval of county s at 
more difficult.12 Furth l'more, tl1 office of ounty Sur­
veyor wa aboli h d, and th Board of up rvisors was 
authorized to mploy a omp t nt p rson ''for the purpose 
of making gen ral p ci:fication for th grading·, 1·epai1·ing 
and building of roads, bridg and ulv 1 .. t , ancl to p rf orm 
such oth r duti a th board of upervi or maJT det r­
mine ''.13 The Board of up r,i ors wa also authorized, 
with the con ent of the voter at an el ction, to leV)r a tax 
not to xce d one mill upon the dolla1 .. f 01' the purpose of 
prospecting for coal.1 4 

Except for the provi ion r quiring· th ount}- ttorney 
to appear in behalf of the town hip tru t es in counties of 
less than tw nty-:fiv thou and population whenever they 

• 

9 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 42. 

10 Laws of Iowa, 1911, J:'P· 42, 43. 

11 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 43. 

12 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 15 

1a Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 1 

14 La ws of Iowa, 1911, p. 22 . 
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a1' mad parti s to liti()'ation,15 all of the law relating to 
th town l1ip na t cl b tl1 Thirty-£ ourth G neral As em­
bl)r will b 1· f rr d to un 1 r tl1 h ad of road legi.slation. 

Municipal 1 °·i. lation mu t e l"' b a patchwork of 
tatut a lon°· a tl1 pl" nt cl1 me of municipal organ-

ization maintain . Tl1 1 .. for ach ucce iv General 
mbly ·1"incl a full l1opp r of laws relating to or affect­

in<r iti an 1 iO\\'ll . Tw nt .,._ i ... r act w re pa sed in 1911 
0 ·ivino· iti ~ and t \vn pow I' to act in matters where tb y 
ou 0 ·ht t 1) abl t act witl1out p cial 1 gi lative authorit)r. 
To mak , ... ali 1 action, wl1 1-- a11thority l1as b en wanting· or 
wl1 1· :loul)t l1a ari n tl1irt -tl11·ee 1 °·alizing acts we1'e 
pa 1 f 01· tl1 1· Ii f of iti an.cl to\vn .1 a In addition 

v ral th r· act of mino1· impo1'tanc affecting· cities as 
w 11 a. tl1 tl1 1 .. 0 ·1·a 1e" of local 0 ·overnm nt w 1-- pa ecl.17 

Tl1 ommi. ion plan of it T 0 ·ov rnment wa amend c1 b)' · 
f ou1· liff 1· nt a t th mo t important of which wa tl1e 
r -w1·iting f tl1 pro,~ ion 1· lativ to th civil se1'"Vic .18 

1·om tl1 tandpoint of it~r boo tin°·'' the act p1--o,id­
ing· £01' tl1 1-- ati n of a l partment of publicity in citie 
i 1 e1--,.,.ing· of p cial notice. Tl1 purpo e of thi d pa1·t-
m nt i · d la1· l t be ollecting anc1 di tributing, b. 
co1·r 1pon<l nc a 1 erti ino· an l other mean , inf 01·matio11 
r latin°· to tl1 in 111 trial 0111m I'cial manufacturin°·, I'e i­

d ntial ducational and oth r ad,7 antage anc1 re ou1'ce of 
SllCh it . '' 19 

Of th two hundred and venty act of the Thi1--ty-f 0111·tl1 
G n ral embl not man an b aid to be of gen ral 
public int r t. Minor tatutory chang·e , act dealing witl1 

15 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 23. 

16 Out of forty-seven legalizing acts passed. 

11 Laws relative to taxation, etc. 

1s Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 38. 

10 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 41. 
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technical ubject or th various state departments not of 
gene1--al inte1--e t will not b consicl r ed. Most of the laws 
11a d which ar of g n ral inter t may broadly be classed 
a , '' ocial and Economic L gi la tion' '- the field of legis­
lation which l1a ft1rni h d v ry tate legislature its mo t 
clifficult problem . Thi cla of 1 gi.slation, which is fre­
quent!~ T called '' freak 1 gi lation'' by the sp cial inte1--ests 
affected, will b con id red und r p ial headings. 

T.\XATION 

Tl1e ubj ct of ta .. tation r c iv d mor attention from the 
Tl1i1't}'"-f ou1--th G ne1'al mbl than it had rec ived in 
manL~ y ar . t mporaI"}T tax commi ion was er at d for· 
tl1 purpo of curin · information looking toward a com­
})let 1--evi ion of th ta."" law .20 n act x mpting mon ys 
ancl credit f1--om mo1-- than nominal taxation was pa sed 21 

and may b r garde 1 a an invitation to capital to remain 
in ancl come to th tate. In onn ction with this act rn n­
tion hould be ma le of tl1 act prohibiting th mplo}rment 
of tax ferrets to discov 1 ... mon"~s and er <lits wl1icl1 the 

" 

a e or ha failed to locat .22 Th £01,n r a sessm nt of 
mone~~s and c1·eclit at th 01·dinary rat of taxation, to­
gether witl1 tl1e m1)loJ--m nt of tax f rrets, l1as be n helcl 
to be one of the influ nc 1· pon ible for th marlrecl de­
c1·ea in the population of th tat . 

The collat ral inl1e1·itanc tax law was completely re­
w1·itt n, ancl cove1--s :fifteen pag·e in the printed laws.23 The 
a t xempts state of 1 than one thousand dollar aft r 
cleclucting debts. Th old oldi rs' tax x mption wa in­
Cl'eased f1 .. om 00 to $1,200.24 It is also of inter st to note 

20 Lau,s of Ioiia, 1911, p. 229. 

21 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 45. 

22 Latts of Iowa, 1911, p. 4 

2a Lau;s of Iowa, 1911, pp. 50-64. 

24 Laws of Ioioa, 1911, p. 44. 
' 
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that the Thi1·ty-f ourth General Assembly by joint resolu­
tion ratified the proposed income tax amendment to the 
Con titution of the Unit d tates.25 

LABOR LEGISLATION 

Among the laws enacted by the Thirty-fourth General 
A embly is a long· act of fifty-two sections entitled ''Mines 
and Mining·'', which codifies and strengthens the formel'' 
provi ion relative to safety and sanitation in mines. The 
new features of the act relate largely to protection against 
fire. 26 

Another act of much importance is one looking toward a 
more comprehen ive code of labor laws. A temporary com­
mission, known as the Employer's Liability Oommission,27 

was creat d to ''investigate the problem of industrial acci­
dents and especially the present condition of the law of 
liability for injuries or death suffered in the course of in­
dustrial mploym nt as well in this state as in other states, 
and shall inquire into the mo t equitable and effectual meth­
od of providing compensation for losses suffered''. The 
work of this commi sion, like that of the tax commission, is 
limited to investigation and recommendation. 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY 

Before January 1, 1913, all street cars will be requirecl 
to have pow r brakes other than hand and equipment f 01~ 

sanding rails.28 The construction of caboose cars was 1·eg·­
ulated by a law which will be in effect after January 1, 
1912.29 Passenger boats for which certificates of inspec­
tion are issued must carry in view and within ea y 1--each of 

25 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 301. 

26 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 105. 

21 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 230. 

2s Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 28. 

29 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 92. 
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the passengers, life pr servers equal to one-half the n11m ber 
of passengers that may be carried by such boat.30 

Following the example of many other States the office of 
State Fire Marshal was created.31 Tl1 incumbent is an 
appointee of the Governor, holds office for four years, and 
receives an annual compensation of $2,500. It is the duty 
of the State Fire Marshal to keep a record of all fires oc­
curring in the State, showing the name of the owners and 
the name or names of occupants of the p1 .. operty at the time 
of the :fir , the ound value of the property and the amount 
of in urance thereon, the amo11nt of insurance collected, 
together with the cause or origin of the :fire. He is further 
authorized to ent r and inspect buildings for the purpose 
of determining wh ther they are especially liable to :fire or 
a1 .. e so situat d a to endanger other buildings. And he is 
1·equired to e that all teach rs in building·s of more than 
one story conduct at 1 ast one :fire drill each month and 
keep all doors unlocked during school hours. 

THE PUBLIC HE.t-\.LTH 

Governmental int rference with private indivicluals to 
maintain public health has gro\vn by leaps and bounds in 
the last quarter of a century, and Iowa has not been back­
ward in enacting such legislation. The Thirty-£ ourth Gen­
eral As embly included inf an tile paralysis among the dis­
eases subject to qua1 .. antin , and passed an act requi1'"ing 
di infection in cases of death from tuberculosis.32 An 
antitoxin department was established in connection with 
the tate Board of Health to furnish antitoxin to the people 
of the tat '' at th r due d rate e tablished by the 
board. ''33 The sale of cocaine and other injl11 .. ious drugs 

30 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 125. 

31 Laws of Ioiva, 1911, p. 140. 

32 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 134. 

33 Lau;s of Iowa, 1911, p. 136. 

• 
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i p1·ohil)it d ' .. pt upon th original w1--itten p r cription 

of a r 0 ·i t r d ph " .. i ian 01· v t 1,.inarian or lie nsed dent­

ist''. 34 Tl1 pra tic of op tom tr . .,. i f urtl1 r r g,ula t d by 
av r T mat 1·ial in 1· a in th qualifi ation fo r a licen e.~v 

ur mu .. t btain r tifi at f1·om th tat Board of 
H alth to ntitl th mt p1--acti in tl1i tat _3 u 

Th titl f tl1 ~ tat Fool an l Dairy ommi ioner was 
l1an°· d t tl1at f ~ tat Dai1· T and Food ommi ione1 ... 

Iii , ·ala1~)" wa. in 1· a 1 an l h wa g·iven mo1'e a i tanc . 

n 1 1· tl1 n w a t no p 1· on firm 01' orporation shall sell 
mill{ 01· 1-- an1 . . . . without b in°· licens cl b the 

tat lai1·) an 1 f o l ommi ion r'' and num rou penal­
ti a1· r)ro,Tid 1 in a of th al of impur skimm d or 

adult rat 1 mil1 .37 Two otl1 r pu1· food act were pa eel: 

on l :finin°· what hall con titut mi b1"anded and adulte1·­
at d f oo 1 3 an 1 tl1 oth 1· 1 fining ic ci .. eam.39 

n act ,ri 1 ntl~ .. f 01· tl1 b nefit of Des foin s, di g·ui ed 

und 1· tl1 11 a lino· of gen ral law p1 .. ovi l that' the emi -

·ion of 1 n mok within the orporate ljn1its of any of 
th iti . of tl1i tat now 01 .. h 1" aft l' l1a,Ting a population 
of i .... t).,.-fiv tl1ou and (65 000) inhabitant or ove1 .. , incluc1-

in0· citi . actin · un 1 1-- tl1 omn1i ion plan of g·ove1--nment 

i h 1' b .,. cl cla1.. 1 to b a public nui ance. ' ' 40 

THE PUBLIC l\10R-\.LS 

Two n w liq1101· law w r enacted b tl1 Thi1·t~ .. -f Ol11·tl1 

G n ral mbl3r and two of tho e al1·ead on the tatute 

34 Lau:s of I owa, 1911, p. 139. 

35 Lau,s of I owa, 1911, p. 139. 

36 Laws of I oica, 1911, p. 135. 

37 Laws of I ou'a , 1911, p. 126. 

38 Laws of Io1ia, 1911, p. 1 9. 

ao Laws of Iou;a, 1911, p. 191. 

40 Lau·s of I oioa, 1911, p. 27. 
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book w 1· amend d. The penaltie for the violation of th 
act prohibiting th manufactur and sale of intoxicating 
liquor wer incr a d.41 Drugo-ists holding p rmits to sell 
liquor ar now allow d to fill out the application blanks 
them elv ;42 wher as, und r the old law the applicant was 
1,equi1--ed to fill out th blank. W11ol sal drugg·ists in this 

tate a1-- p 1'mitted to 11 intoxicating· liquo1--s to 1-- gist red 
pha1--maci t an l lic n d pb sician .43 

n act 1-- lati"\T to tl1 liquo1· traffic, whi h is perhaps of 
g1'ea te1-- impo1·tanc than any of t}1 p1" c ding·, i on lirect­
ing th 01Jnt .. ? tto1·n y in a 11 ounty to s cur qua1·terly 
and file with th Olmty u litor for public in p ction a 
li t of the name of p 1-- on holding F d ral liquor lie n es. 
Th holding of a F d ral liquor lie n e i d clar d to be 
p1·i11ia f acie ,7i.den e of violation of tl1e liquor law of the 
Stat , unle the holler of uch lie n l1as al o compliecl 
with all the te1·m and ondition of tl1 1ulct Law or is a 
reg'ist r d pha1·maci t.44 Thi a t is xp cted to clo e up 
all club and privat bar and ill gal aloons, since the 

ol1nty Attorne i ubj ct to th p1·ovi ion of the o on 
Law in ca e h fail to pro cute th l1olders of sucl1 license. 

noth r act cl a1·l)y in tl1 int r t of pul)lic morals l)l"O­

hibits the xhibition of any ] f 01·m d, maim cl, i(lioti 01· 
abnormal p 1-- on 01· human mon t1'0 it}.r''.45 u1· 1)7 tl1 fat 
lac1y and th living· k 1 ton a a tt1·actions of tl1e sicle sl1ow 
and the dim mu 11m ar g·on f1·om Iowa for ,re1·. 

It wa al o ma le an off en ·e 46 to b in po· Hsion of 
' any 1~ou.Iette whe 1, l{lonclyk table, pok r tabl , faro or 

41 Laws of I oua. 1911, p. 101. 

42 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 101. 

43 Laws of Io wa, 1911, p. 102. 

44 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 104. 
45 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 193. 

46 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 194. 
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keno lay-outs'', except in pursuance of proceedings to 
destroy th m. 

THE DEFECTIVE A D DEPENDENT CLASSES 

Th most important act pas ed under this heading, and 
one of th most important laws of the whole session, is an 
act to pr v nt the procreation of habitual criminals, idiots, 
f e bl mind d and insane persons.47 By this act Iowa takes 
a long st p forward toward checking crime. 

A numb r of other acts affecting the defective and de-
pend nt cla s s wa pa ed. 11 children received in the 

oldier 's 01--phan 's Home are made warcl of the State and 
may be placed with per ons or families under contracts pro­
viding for~ th ir ustody, care, education, maintenance, and 
ea1'ning· .4 n act similar in character was pa sed relative 
to the placing· of boys and girls committed to the industrial 
school.49 Pro,i ion wa made for the commitment of girls 
to '' any r putabl institution within this tate devoted to 
the d t ntion and r formation of wayward and fallen 
girl '', in t ad of to the indu trial school.50 In like manner 
an act wa pas ed pro riding for the commitment of females 
adju 1g d g·uilty of the violation of any law, ordinance, or 
polic r gulation, to the car of benevolent or charitable in­
stitutions insteacl of to the county, city, or town jail.5 1 The 
law providing for th commitment of boys and girls to the 
industrial school wa also strengthened.52 The better regu­
lation of inmat s of the tate Hospital for Inebriates was 
provid d for,53 and an act defining vagrants was enacted.~4 

47 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 144. 

48 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 150. 

49 Laws of I owa, 1911, p. 152. 

50 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 155. 

5 1 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 200. 

sz Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 153. 

1,3 Laws of I owa, 1911, p. 97. 

54 La1vs of Iowa, 1911, p. 108. 
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ECON OMIC LEGISLATION 

Three of the most important measures passed by the 
Tl1irt -fourth General Assembly may be classed under this 
heading. A new of.fie wa created in connection with the 
Board of Railroad Commissioners f 01~ the purpose of mak­
ing· the work of the Board more effective in the matter of 
uniform and qual rates to hippers. The new official is 
known as the Commerc ounsel. He i appointed by the 
Board of Railroad ommi ion r , with the approval of 
two-third of th m mbers of th enate, for a p riod of 
four year at a comp n ation of $5,000 per year. His duties 
are '' to diligentl investig·at the r easonablenes of the 
rates charged, or to b cha1--(Y d for servic s rendered, or to 
be rendered by the railroad ompanies, express companies, 
and all other individual parti s, or corporations, ubj ct 
to the juri diction of th aid board of railroad commis ion­
e1·s ' ', and to pro cut all violations of law bef 01'"e the 
Board of Railroad Commi sion r s or the Inter-State Com­
m rce Commj sion according as they affect int1'"astate or 
inter state busines . 55 

An elaborate act ntitl d '' niform Bills of Lading '', 
embodying fifty- even ections d scribes and d fines nego­
tiable bill of lading. The act de:fin s also the 1"ights and 
duties of common carri r s and of all pe1 .. sons issuing and 
receiving such bills of lading.56 

The Bulk ales Bill r ceived quite as much publicity as 
the famous Five Mil Bill. It was defeated in the middle of 
the ses ion, but was reconsidered and finally passed in the 
closing· days. It prohibits anyone from selling his stock of 
merchandise in bulk without giving his creditors proper 
notice of his intention to sell. 57 

55 L aws of I owa, 1911, p. 93. 

56 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 169. 

57 Laws of I owa, 1911, p. 165. 

• 
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An act of considerabl interest to the householder pro­
vid s that wh I" ver flour is sold in quantities of more than 
on pound th a tual numb r of net pounds must be plainly 
d ignat d on tl1 packag .5 8 

n act r gulating '' tl1e marking of articles of merchan­
di mad in whole or in part of gold or silver or their 
alloy '' an 1 prohibiting the false ma1--king of such me1·­
chan lis wa pa d.60 The tate Dairy and Food Com­
mi~ ion 1.. wa mpow red to make in pection of scales, 
w io-l1t an 1 m a ur and p nalties were provided fo1· 
ke ping f al w ig·hts and mea ures.60 In order to encou1"­
ag th bu in of manufacturing in Iowa an act was 
pa d conf rring upon th Iowa tate Manufacturers A -
sociation the rig·ht to d ig·nate who may u e the trade mark 
b aring th word '' 1ade in Iowa' '.61 

RO D LEGISLATION 

In th matt r of highway legi lation much disappoint­
ment wa f lt by the p opl , in pite of the fact that e,~eral 
important act w r pa ed. The bridge companies we1·e 
charg d with b ing the gr at stumbling block in the wa)r of 
good roads legi lation. Three measu1'es affecting 1--oacls 
wer pa s d by the Thirty-fourth General As embly. One 
aboli he the office of ounty urveyor and permits the 
Board of up rvisors to hire an engineer to aid in road 
builcling and authorizes the levy of a two mill tax to create 
a good roads f11nd. The township trustees are directed to 
meet the first Monday in February and '' select a supe1·in­
tendent of dragging and employ a road superintendent''.«>

2 

os Lai.vs of Iowa, 1911, p. 195. 

G9 La ws of Iowa, 1911, p. 195. 

60 L aws of I owa, 1911, p. 168. 

6 1 L aws of I oiva, 1911, p. 178. 

62 L aws o f Io wa, 1911, p. 1 . 
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The second g·ood I'oad act is entitled '' Drag·g·ing· of Pub­
lic Highway '', and provides that the town hip trustees 
shall at tl1eir Ap1"il m ting· '' divide the public road of the 
to\vn hip into perman nt 1 .. oad-drag·g·ing district '', and 
shall '' from time to time d igna te what districts shall be 
d1'agged' '. 63 

The third act, ntitl d ' R gi tration of Motor Vehicles'', 
is probabl:r ... th mo t impo1 .. tant act of its cla , as it will 
furnish the means for much p rmanent 1'oad improvement.04 

It i a long act containing thirtv-:five ection which repeals 
the chapter lealing with motor v hicles in the Code 1~pple-
1,2eJ2t of 1907. It d fine th tatu of motor vehicles and 
reg·ulat s th ir u upon th hig·hway of th tate, and 
pr·ovicle for an a.nn11al reg·i tration f , varying· with the 
hor.-., . power of th vT hicl wl1ich f e i in Ii u of all taxes 
general 01' local. Eight -:fi e per cent of th fund tl111 cre­
ated is divi l d among the counti s to b u d for· the 
improvement of roads. 

Commenting upon th good road leg·i lation of the 
Thirty-fourth G n ral s mbly Tlie Register a11d Leader 
declared that '' th stat ha not accept d tl1e 1·oacl leg·isla­
tion of thi se ion a ettling anything. At best all tl1is 
leg·islature has done ha b en to patch an old ha1'ne s. 
Som compul ory draggi.no- has be n provid d, which may 
amount to more than ou1' compul ory we cl cutting. . . . 
A dry summer will a sist o-reatl}.,. in diverting· public att n­
tion. But after all the probl m r main and will 1·emain 
until Iowa g·oe about it as oth r tate ar cloing. '' 65 

SCHOOL LEGI L .. \TIO 

Besides the rathe1 .. libe1·al appropriation for the educa-
tional institution of the tat , four act for the promotion 

63 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 65. 

64 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 69. 

o5 Tlie R egister and L eader, April 10, 1911. 
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of education w l' pas ed. An act entitled '' Training of 
Teach rs f 01-- Rural chools'' provides that such four yea1-­
accredited high chools as th State Superintendent may 
de ignate hall r c ive tate aid to the amount of $500 per 
year for the introduction of ''normal course of study and 
training in th leventh and twelfth grad s' '. The act al o 
provid s for '' an in pector of normal t1~aining in high 
schools'' .0° Children living in a district where there is no 
acer dit d high chool are permitted to attend an accredit­
ed higl1 school in another di trict, the expense of tuition 
beino- borne by th i1' horn district.67 nother act provides 
for th i uanc of lif c 1 .. tificates to teacher .68 Finally, 
pro,ri ion wa mad for the consolidation of independent 

chool di trict and for the tran portation of children to 

and from chool.6 9 

What was aid abov relative to road legislation may 
al o we11 b aicl of th chool legislation of the 1911 ses­
sion : it i m re patchwork. tl1orough revision and codifi­
cation of our schools laws has yet to be made. In 1907 an 
educational commi sion was appointed to recommend legis­
lation looking towa1·d the 11nifying and coo1 .. dinating of the 
entire school system of the tate, but unf ort11nately the 
legislature did not enact the recommendations of the com­
mission into law. Too frequently uch commissions a1·e 
created only to divert public attention and delay action. It 
is to be hoped that the recommendations of the tax com­
mission and th emplo)Ter' liability commission will not 
meet the same fate as that of the educational commission. 

IMPORTA T BILLS THAT DID NOT PASS 

In conclusion a few words relative to what the Thirty-

66 Laws of Io wa, 1911, p. 148. 

61 Laws of Io1..va, 1911, p. 163. 

as Laws of I owa, 1911, p. 145. 

69 Laws of Iowa, 1911, p. 158. 
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fourth General Assembly did not do may be of interest. 
The Public Utiliti s Bill, which was defeated in the legis­
latu1--e in 1909, passed the House in the Thirty-fourth Gen­
eral A sembly, but wa defeated in the enate. The 
reasons for its d feat may b said to be, fi.1--st, the fact that 
the relation b tween the city and th State had not been 
completely worked out; second, the fact that the corpora­
tions favor d the bill led many to look upon it with su -
picion; and third, the attitude of th author of the bill on 
the ubject of prohibition, and particularly the Five Mile 
Bill, which aroused opposition on the part of the prohibi­
tion element. 

The Whitney Good Roads Bill, designed to centralize the 
admini tration of the road laws by enlarging the powers of 
the tate Highway Commission and creating the office of 
County Engineer, m t with three powerful sources of op­
po ition, namely, the bridge companies, the companies 
manufacturing road machinery, and th Co11nty Super­
vi or . It i e timat d that at least half of the money 
p nt upon our road annually is worse than wast d be­

ca.u e of the 11ndoubted existence of graft in conn ction 
with bridge and road work. 

An important bill which passed both houses, but was d -
f eated by th Governor's v to, was the Oregon plan of 
electing United tates nators. In spite of the fact that 
Governor Carroll declared the act to be unconstitutional, 
the 1 gi. lature of Minn ota passed a similar bill hortly 
after the adjournment of the Iowa legislature and it was 
signed by the Governor of that tate. Commenting upon 
the action of the Gov rnor of Minnesota in igning the bill, 
The R egister and L eader sarcastically r emarked : 

When the constitution has been driven from pillar to post in 
every legislature and by every governor, it can still turn to Iowa 
for refuge. . 

VOL.IX-33 
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On this occasion it \vould seem to be entirely proper to emphasize 
the value of a fe\v ,,,.eeks in the law on the part of prospective pub­
lic officials. If Gov rnor Eberhart had taken a night course l1e 
\l'Ol1ld not so readily have made him elf a party to this insidious 
attack upon the citadel of our liberties.70 

mong tl1 oth r impo1·tant m asures which fail d to pass 
maJr b m ntioned th Five Mile Bill, prohibiting the sale 
of liquor within five miles of any educational institution 
of tl1 tat , the bill to abolish tl1 office of School T1--eas-
111· 1--, an l the Woman' uffrage Bill. The much need d 
1' vi ion of the game law wa not e,,. n attempted. 

Th Thirty-fourth G neral A.ss mbly was no more con­
spi uous for what it did not do than were most of its prede­
ce so1·s. L gi lation to-day is a comp1'omise of conflicting 
int r t in which it is impos ibl to ati fy the full de­
mands of all; and in reviewing the work of the Thirty­
fourth General Assembly it should be borne in mind that 
half a loaf i better than no loaf at all. The legislature had 
before it some new and difficult pro bl ms, and if it he i­
tat d to act upon incomplete or imperfect information it 
should be congratulated. The enatorial deadlock ove1'­
shadowed all ls in the eyes of the public and the General 
Assembly received a great deal of abuse for not doing 
ooner what was :finally accomplished at the close of the 

• session. 
Perhaps no better estimate of the work of the Thirty­

fourth General As embly could be made than is to be f ouncl 
in the following editorial comment in a leading Iowa news­
paper:-

The test of the Thirty-fourth general assembly will come when 
the Thirty-fifth general assembly convenes. 

Matters of importance have been attended to in the ThirtJr -
fourth, and a great many needless and vicious bills have been in­
definitely set aside. But the session as a ,,,hole has been p1'eli1ni-

10 Tlie Register and Leader, April 24, 1911. 

• 



THE THIRTY-FOURTH GENERAL A.SSE1\1BLY 491 

nary merely - a sort of unfini hed sitting. What has marked it has 
been the breaking up of old alignments, the entrance of new men, 
and the general promi e of something to be realized in the future. 

The Thirty-fourth marks a transition period. Fo1' the past ten 
or tlvelve 3rears there has been a compact leadership. uch names 
as Funk, Healy, Garst, hesl1ire, l\Iaytag, Perry, suggest them­
sel\res. The board of control la,,", the anti-pass la,v, the Blanchard 
law are I"eadily recalled. But ,,tith the exception of Senator Smith 
these men a1 .. e out of public life. 

It \\rould be easy to name tl1e men ,, .. ho have stood in opposition 
during this '' Iowa idea'' period. They, too, have passed. With 
the standpatters as ,vith the progres ives this legislature has been 
in the hands of ne,v men. nd among the new men standpatters 
and progre ives have cro sed lines in a ''"a}r to make any definite 
new alignment hard to locate. As with men so ,,;rith measures; it 
is a period of transition . 

• • • • • • • • • 

With the opening of tl1e Thirty-fifth general assembly the definite 
alignments for the coming decade ,,·ill form. 1\fen ,vill seek their 
natural affiliations and natural leaders ,v1ll appear. With leader­
sl1ip i sues will ari e and force ,vill be marshaled. The next 
legislature ,,,.ill be a legi lature of definite alignrnents For these 
alignments the men ,vho are to determine the future course of 
events are getting ready. 

There ,,1ill never be a larger field for constructive statesmanship 
than ,,,.ill be offered to the Thirty-:fiftl1 general assembly. Io,va 
herself is in a tran ition period. he i just \vhere the old days of 
the frontier, ,,rith it volunteer 1--oad work, and voll1nteer school, 
and volunteer railroad, and volunteer "'"ater co1npany, rnust go 
,,ritl1 the volunteer bra s band and volunteer hose cart. She has 
not yet entered fully upon the new period of inten ified farming 
on 200 land, the public service no longer a doubtful speculation 
but an established monopoly, ,,,.hen the school and road, and tele­
phone, and everything else must be made to contribute very def­
initely to the prosperity of a people, ,vho must make every step 
count. 

The public discussion of the next two years is going to be largely 
about state affairs. This in the face of a national campaign. There 
is nothing vital in national politics to monopolize attention, and 

\ 
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there i something vital no,v in the new life that is stirring in Io,va. 
We shall l1ea1· 1no1--e about " 1bat Io,,1a needs and ,vhat Iowa ought 
to do 1n the coming two year . There ,vill be more favorable pub­
licity fo1-- Io,,-a ; 1nore encol1ragement of new industries for Iowa; 
more call fo1-- investment of Io,va money in Io,va ventures; more 
Io,va talk all along the line than in any other years. All of this 
will lead to an in i tent demand upon the Thirty-fifth general a. -
sembl for ad quate plan for the future. 

There are men of brain in thi legi lature who will be members 
of the Thirty-fifth to work a 1·evolution in this tate. It will be the 
mea ure of their e1--vice no,v ,vhat they do then. The t,vo sessions 
will be taken together. They can ea ily be made a turning point 
in the progre of the state. 71 

FRANK Enw ARD HoRACK 

THE TATE U ... I\T];RSITY OF IOWA 

IOWA ITY 

11 The R egister and L eader, April 13, 1911. 
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